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‘OF THE 


EE eye conulte 


GryneraL Morro. 
On vent’rous wing-in queft of f praife I go, 
And leave the gazing multitude below. 


Nums. 
1 Thus mounted to the tow’rs above, 
The vagrant hero, fon of Jove. 
Francis. 


To fink in fhame, or fwell with pride, 


As the gay palm is granted or deny’d. 
FRANCIS. 





N 


3 The {plendid ornament of fature fcenes. 


4 te to pleafe fhould wear the face of truth. 
Rose, 


5 Then birds in airy fpace might fafely move, 
And tim’rous hares on heaths fecurely rove: 
Nor needed fifh the guileful hook to fear ; 
For all was peaceful, and that peace fincere. 

Dry¥DEN. 


cy. 
0 


T am obliged to part with my whole ftock, and 
am refolved to fell it by anétion: you that 
-will buy make hafte, here will be excellent 
pennyworths ; my merchandize is jefts and 
witticifms. 


+ WhatI have heard, permit me to relate. 
8 Endure and conquer; live for better fate. 
g He hung th’ inftruétive fymbol o’er_his-door. 


With foamy tufks to feem a briftly boar, 

Or imitate the lion’s angry roar ; 

Or hifs a dragon, or atyger flare. Drypen. 

No beaft of fuch portentous fize 

In warlike Daunia’s forefts lies, 

Nor fuch the tawny lion reigns 

Fierce on his native Afric’s thirfty plains. 
Francis. 


10 Give me, O father! to thy throne accefs, 
Unfhaken feat of endlefs happinefs! 
Give me, unveil'd, the fource of good to fee! 
Give me thy light, and fix mine eyes on thee! 
11 Happy the man, and happy he alone, 
He who can call to-day his own; 
He who ae wichin can fay, 
‘To-morrow do thy wortft, for I have liv’d 
to-day. Dryven. 
12 He whom the dread of want enfnares, 
With bafenefs acts, with meannefs bears. 
13 Thus all below, ita: by nature’s curfe 
Or fate’s decree, degen’rate ftill to worfe. 
So the boat’s braw ny crew the current ftem, 
And, flow advancing, , ftruggle with the flream: 
But if they flack their ha nds, or ceafe to ftrive, 
Then down the flood with headlong hafte they 
drive, Dryven, 


Sian «ot eee 


ME. 


Numes. 
14 -Ev’n yet his voice:from hell’s dread fhades we 
hear — 


‘«« Beware, learn juftice, and the Gods -revere,”» 


ts Medicine is mine Dryven. 


‘16 More lovely virtue, ‘in a lovely form. 





17 —— He hears no more 
Than rocks, when winds and waters roar. 
CREECH, 


18 A two- fold gift in this my velume lies ; 
It makes you merry, and it makes you wife. 


19 ‘The monftrous tale, incredulous I hate. 
20 Rough truth foon-irritates a tyrant’s ear, 


21 Of mortal Juftice if-thou {corn the rod— 
Believe and tremble, theu art judg’d of God. 


22 His native form at length by fate reftor’d. 


23 In books the various fcenes of life he drew, 
As votive tablets give the wreck to view. 


24. The various ills ordain’d to man by fate 
Where’er he turns, ’tis tedious to relate. 


2s In brazen yokes thus Venus binds 


Hl-coupled forms and jarring minds, 
And gaily cruel joys to fee 
The lee lovers difagree. Locre. 


26 Through all the town the bufy triflers fwarm, 
Fix’d without proof, and without int’reft warm, 


27 From night arofe the-fun-fhine and the day. 


28 If ruftic Phidyle her prayer renews, 
Her artlefs prayer, when facred hours return, 
Her vines fhall droop beneath no blighting 
dews, 
Nor fouthern ftorms her yellow harvefts burn, 


29 If gaming does an aged fire entice, 
Then m y young maiter {wiftly learns the vice, 
And fhakes in hanging-fleeves the little box 
and dice. DaybEn, 


Thrice happy they, in pure srg. 

Whom love with mutual bonds unites 
Unbroken by complaints or ftrife, 

And binding each to each for life. FFRancis. 


LSS} 
) 


31 Nor could Sicilia’s tyrants ever find 
A greater torment than an envious mind. 
Francis. 


32 ‘To frugal treats and humble cells, 
With grateful change the wealthy fly, 
Where health preferving plainnefs dwells, 
Far from the carpet’s gaudy dye. 
Such fcenes have charm’d the pangs A 42 
And {mooth’d the clouded forehead of defpair, 
FRANCIS, 


33 Within 





MOTE OS of the First Vortume. 


Nums. Nums. 
33 Within the grafs conceal’d a ferpent lies. 4t 





—— Th’ attempt forfake, 
And not my chariot, but my counfel take, 


34 Such fate perfues the votaries of praife. Wille veut un thescath, yan tate 


The gates of hell are open night and day; 
Smooth the defcent, and eafy is the way: 
But to return, and view the chearful fkies; 
In this the tafk and mighty labour lies, 

: Dryden. 
See the wild purchafe-of the bold and vain, 
Where ev’ry-blifs is bought with equal pain. 
Glut yourfelf with cabbage, of which you 


Nor touch the horfes with too rafh a hand. 
ADDISON. 


Juf in the gate, and in the jaws of hell, 

Revengeful cares, and fullen forrows dwell; 

And pale difeafes, and repining age ; 

Want, fear, and famine’s unrefifted rage, 
DryDbDeEn. 





have always been greedy. 42 Our lufts are Gods, and what they will is fate. 


95 We find fit fubjects for our verfe at home. 43. Its life is. motion. 


Roscom. 44 Strive not 
Your patron’s bofom to explore; 


How:often fhall th’ unprattis’d youth 3 
36 : y And let not wine or anger wreft 


Of alter’d gods and injur’d truth, 
With tears, alas! complain? 

How foon behold with wondering eyes 

The blackning winds tempeftuous rife, 
And fcowl along the main? 


While by his eafy faith betray’d, 

‘He now enjoys thee, golden maid, 
Thus amiable and kind; 

He fondly hopes that you fhall prove 

Thus ever vacant to his love, 


Nor heeds the faithlefs wind. Francis. 


Th’ intrufted fecret from your breaft. 
FRANCIS. 





They, who myfteries reveal, 

Beneath my roof fhall never live, 

Shall never hoift with me the doubtful fail. 
FRANCIS. 


45 No faith of partnerfhip dominion owns ; 


Still difcord hovers o’er divided thrones. 


Hills, vales, and floods appear already croft; 
And, e’er he ftarts, a thoufand fteps are loft. 


37 Let thofe whom folly prompts to f{neer, Pore. 
Be told we {port with fable here; 46 Far from-my table be the tell-tale gueft. 
Be told, that brutes can morals teach, 
And trees like foundeft cafuifts preach. 


by 








Ev'ry age relates, 

That equal crimes unequal fates have found, 
And whilft one villain {wings another's crown’d 
CREECH. 


38 Pythagoras being afked in what man could re- 
femblethe Divinity, juftly anfwered, “ia 


se icenc ruth,” . 
benefheance and. truth 48 As refcu’d from intended wrong, 


39 — Pallas pour’d fweet flumbers on his foul ; ‘The modeft virgin pac’d along, 


And balmy dreams, the gift of foft repofe, 
Calm’d all his pains and banith’d all his woes 

Pope, 
He widely errs who thinks I yield 


By blafting heav’n depriv’d of day 
Beneath her feet th’ accufer lay : 

She mark’d, and foon the pray’r arofe 
"To Him who-bade us leve our foes; 


Precedence in the well cloth’d field, 
Tho’ mix’d with wheat I grow: 

Indulgent Ceres knew my worth, 

And to adorn the teeming earth, 49 
She bade the Porry blow. 


‘Nor vainly gay the fight to pleale, ; 
But bleft with power mankind to eafe, 
The Goddeds faw me rife: 
« Thrive with the life-fupporting grain,” 
a pporiung g pert 
She cry’d, .*‘ the folace of the {wain, 
“The cordial of his eyes. 


By faith infore’d, ‘the pious call 
Again relum’d the fightlefs ball. 








They lightly fkim, 
And gently fip the dimply river’s brim. 
His be the joy t’approach th’ untafted {prings. 


50 The wretch that often has:deceiv’d, 
Though truth he fpeaks, is ne’er beliewd. 


1 Is a difcourfe beautified by a quotation from 
Pindar and Horace? and fhall we think it 
blemifhed: by a pafflage from the facred 
pfalms aptly interwoven? Do we defpife the 
books which were dictated by the Spiair 

f GOD, in comparifon of Homer, Euri- 
ides, and Ennius?t 


« Seize, happy mortal, feize the good; 

« My hand fupplies thy fleep and food, 
<< And makes thee truly bleft: - 

«« With plenteous meals enjoy the day, 

‘< In flumbers pafs the night away, 
‘«< And leave to fate the reft. 





C.B. eye Trifles fuch as thefe 
To ferious mifchiefs lead. Francis. 
40 O! fave ye Gods, omnipotent and kind, 
From fuch abhor’d chimeras fave the mind! 
In truth’s ftrait path no hideous monfters roar; 
To truth’s {trait path the wand’ring mind re- 
ftore. 


53 Each has his lot, and bears the fate he drew. 








His confidence in heay’n 
Sunk by degrees. 


in 


4 





55 While 








3M OT TOS of the First VoLume. 


Noms. 
¥s While dangers hourly round us rife, 
No caution guards us from furprize. FRANCIS. 


-6 How oft the fear-of ill to ill betrays! 


O: more than human voice!— 





8 They condemn what they do not underftand, 

Stronger than thunder’s winged force, 

All powerful gold can {peed its courle, 

Through watchful guards its paflage make 

And loves through folid walls to break: 

From gold the overwhelming woes, 

That crufh’d the Grecian augur rofe ; 

Philip with gold through cities broke, 

And rival monarchs felt his yoke; 

Captains of foips to gold are flaves, 

Though fierce as their own winds and waves. 
FRANCIS, 


The conf{cious hufband bids her rife, 
When fome rich factor courts her charms, 
Who calls the wanton to his arms, 
And, prodigal of wealth and fame, 


Profufely buys the coftly fhame. FRANCIS. 


A poet's beverage humbly cheap, 
(Should great Meecenas be my guelt) 
The vintage of the Sabine grape, 
But yet in fober cups fhall crown the feaft: 
"T'was rack’d into a Grecian cafk, 
Its rougher juice to melt away ; 
I feal’d it too— a pleafing tafk ! 
With annual joy to mark the glorious day, 
When in applaufive fhouts thy name 
Spread from the theatre around, 
Floating on thy own Tiber’s ftream, 
And Echo, playful nymph, return’d the 
found. ‘FRANCIS. 
Varius, a fwan of Homer's wing, 
Shall brave Agrippa’s conquetts fing. 
FRANCIS. 


Before my clofing eyes, dear Cynthia, ftand, 
Held weakly by my fainting trembling hand. 
Bleft was my reign, retiring Cynthia cry’d, 
Not till he left my breaft, Tibullus dy’d. 
Forbear, faid Nemefis, my lofs to moan, 
The fainting trembling hand was mine alone. 


Nuns. 

59 If not a foufe in thy lank purfe appear, 
Go mount the roftrum.and turn auchoneer 3 
With china crack’d the greedy crowd trepan; 
With fpurious pictures and with falfe japan ; 
Sell the colleéted ftores of mifers dead, 
Or Englifh peers for debts to Gallia fled. 


——— Where pigeons lay their eggs. 
Where fhiv’ring worth no longer finds.a home. 





——— To pine, 
Look pale, and all December tafte no wine. 
DryDEN. 


O! in this ample grove could I behold 
The tree that blooms with vegetable gold. 
Pirr. 


60 Our foes may teach, the wife by foes are taught. 


61 Each inly murm’ring at th’ unequal meed, 
Repines that merit fhould reward exceed, 


62 Capricious fortune ever joys, 
With partial hand to deal the prize, 
To crufh the brave and cheat the wife. 
The good are few. 


63 Perifh thofe! who have faid our good things 
before us. 
64 Acquaintance grew, th’ acquaintance they im- 
rove 
To friendfhip, friendfhip ripen’d into love. 
EuspDeEn. 


65 Love, which the furies irritate to rage. 
66 Not him I prize who poorly gains 
From death the palm which blood diftains ; 


But him who wins with nobler ftrife 
An unpolluted wreath from life. 


67 They polith life by ufeful arts. 

68 How vain the joy for which our pain muft pay, 

69 Men willingly believe what they with to be 
true. 


“o Stranger to folly and to fear, 
With pure untainted honour bright, 

Virtue difdains to lend an ear 
To the mad people’s fenfe of right. 
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To be continued on TuespAys and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, November 7, 1752. 


Hac arte Pollux & vagus Hercules 


Innixus, arces attigit igneas. Hor. 


sy, S every man in the exercife of his duty to him- 
z felf and the community, ftrugeles with difh- 
: culties which no man has always furmounted, 
- and is expofed to dangers which are never 


wholly efcaped; life has been confidered as 





a warfare, and courage as a virtue more ne- 
ceflary than any other. It was foon found, that without the 
exercife of courage, without an effort of the mind by which 
immediate pleafure is rejected, pain defpifed, and life itfelf fet 
at hazard, much cannot be contributed to the public good, 
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nor fuch happinefs procured to ourfelves as is confiftent with that 
ase ALaw oe Le 


c. 4 “re 
OF O1mers. 


But as pleafure can be exchanged only for pleafure, every 
art has been ufed to connect fuch gratifications with the exererfe 
of courage, as compenfate for thofe which are given up: the 


Y He 
~~ \ ee oa 
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leafures of the imagination are fubftituted for thofe of the fenfes, 


and the hope of re enjoyments for the poffeffion of prefent; 


and to decorate thefe pleafures and this hope, has wearied eloquence 


and exhaufted learning. Courage has been dignified with the 
ce a me LRA GCL o o 

name of heroic virtue; and heroic virtue has deified the hero; 
his ftatue, hung round with enfigns of terror, frowned in the gloom 
of a wood or a temple; altars were raifed before it, and the world 
was commanded to worfhip. 


‘Tuus the ideas of*courage, and virtue, and honour, are fo 


affociated, that wherever we perceive courage we infer virtue and 


afcribe honour ; without confidering whether courage was exerted 
to produce happinefs or mifery, in the defence of freedom or fup 
port of tyranny. 
Bur though courage and heroic virtue are ftill confounded, 
yet by courage nothing more is generally underftood than a power 
f oppofing danger with ferenity and perfeverance. To fecure the 
honours which are beftowed upon courage by cuftom, it is indeed 
neceflary that this danger fhould be voluntary ; for a courageous 
refiftance of dangers to which we are necefiarily expofed by 
our ftation, is confidered merely as the difcharge of our duty, and 


1 ea = zm Fe " . ° 
brings only a negative reward, exemption from infamy. 


Fi ry’ Wer ra + a *. . 
Nort every one therefore who efcapes the infamy of cowardice, 
can obtain the honours that have been decreed to courage : and 


perhaps 


Nor THE ADVENTURER. 3 


perhaps it will be found, that to the refiftance of danger, which 
is confidered as a duty, we may be ftimulated by fear; although 
to that which is deemed fupererogation we can only be animated 
by hope: and though no man has ever done all that juftice might 


exact, yet almoft every man has upon fome occafion done more. 


Ir a General perceives that fome defperate fervice is neceffary, 
which may be performed by a private centinel, it cannot be faid 
of any individual that this fervice is his duty; he may wait the 
decifion of the lot without difgrace, and therefore if he prevents 
it he acquires honour : if the lot is caft, the fervice then becomes 
the duty of him who is thus fele@ed ; and though an attempt to 
elude it would degrade him to a coward, yet to proceed without 
repining would fcarce exalt him to a hero. But if juft as he is 
about to enter upon his expedition, a volunteer fhould ftep forward, 
and confcious of fuperior abilities or more fteady. fortitude, fhould 
offer to execute it himfelf, his glory would be greater than could 
have been acquired by the foldier, becaufe the whole of his danger 
would be the effe&t of choice: the foldier was expofed by his fta- 
tion, at leaft to the lot; and the lot was only to determine whether 
his life fhould be expofed in a lefS or a greater degree, perhaps 


whether he fhould {pring the mine or mount the breach. 


He then who patiently fuffers that which he cannot. without 
guilt avoid, efcapes infamy but does not obtain praife. It is the man 
who provokes danger in its recefs, who quits a peaceful retreat, where 
he might have flumbered in eafe and fafety, for peril and labour, 
to drive before a tempeft or to watch inacamp; the man who 
defcends from a precipice by a rope at midnight to fire a city that 
is befieged, or who ventures forward into regions of perpetual 
cold and darknefs, to difcover new paths of navigation and difclofe 
new fecrets of the deep; it is the ApvenTuRER alone on whom 


every 











4 TT sHi@k ADVENT UxReae: Noert 


every eye is fixed with admiration, and whofe praife is repeated 


by every Voice. 


Bur it mutt be confeffed that this is only the praife of pre- 
iudice and of cuftom: reafon as yet fees nothing either to com- 
mend or imitate: a more fevere {crutiny muft be made before fhe 


can admit courage to belong to virtue, or intitle its poffeflor to the 


palm of konour. 


Ir new worlds are fought merely to gratify avarice or ambition, 
for the treafures that ripen in the diftant mine, or the homage 
of nations whom new arts of deftruction may fubdue ; or if the 
precipice is defcended merely for a pecuniary confideration ; the 
Adventurer is in the eftimation of reafon as worthlefs and con- 
temptible as the robber who defies a gibbet for the hire of a 
ftrumpet, or the fool who lays out his whole property on a 
lottery ticket. Reafon confiders the motive, the means, and the 
end, and konours courage only when it is employed to effect the 
purpofe of virtue. Whoever expofes life for the good of others, 
and defires no fuperadded reward but fame, is pronounced a 
hero by the voice of reafon, and to with-hold the praife that he 
merits would be an attempt equally injurious and impoffible. 
How much then is it to be regretted, that feveral ages have elapfed 
fince all who had the will had alfo the power thus to fecure at 
once the fhout of the multitude and the eulogy of the philo- 
fopher! The laft who enjoyed this privilege were the heroes that 
the hiftory of certain dark ages diftinguifhes by the name of 
Knights Errant ; beings who improved the opportunities of glory 
that were peculiar to their own times, in which giants were to be 
encountered, dragons deftroyed, enchantments diffolved, and cap- 


tive princeffes fet at liberty. 


THESE 
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THESE heroes, however numerous, or wherever they dwelt, 
had nothing more to do, than as foon as Aurora with her dewy 
fingers unlocked the rofy portals of the Eaft, to mount the 
fteed, grafp the lance, and ride forth attended by a faithful 
{quire : a giant or a dragon immediately appeared ; or a caftle was 
perceived with a mote, a bridge and a horn: the horn is founded, 
a dwarf firft appears, and then an enchanter ; a combat enfues, 
and the enchanter is defeated: the Knight enters the caftle, reads 
a Talifman, diffolves the enchantment, receives the thanks of the 
princefies and encomium of the knights, then is conducted by the 
principal lady to the court of her father, is there the object of 
univerfal admiration, refufes a kingdom, and fets out again to ac- 


quire new glory'by a feries of new adventures, 


Bur if the world has now no employment for the Knight 
Errant, the ADVENTURER may {till do good for fame. Such 
is the hope with which he quits the quiet of indolence and 
the fafety of obfcurity ; for fuch. ambition he has exchanged con- 
tent ; and fuch is his claim as a candidate for praife. It may. in- 
deed be objected, that he has no right to the reward ; becaufe, 
if it be admitted that he does good for fame, it cannot be pre- 
tended. that it is at: the rifque of life: but honour has been 
always allowed to. be of greater value than life. If therefore 
the ADVENTURER rifques honour, he rifques more than the 
Knight. The ignominy which falls on a difappointed candidate 
for public praife, would by thofe very.Knights have been deemed 
worfe than death; and who is more truly: a candidate for public 
praife than an author? But as the Knights were without. fear 
of death, the ApvenTuRER is. without fear of difgrace or dif- 
appointment: he confides like them in the temper’ of his. weapon 
and the juftice of his caufe; he knows he has not far to go be- 
fore he will meet with fome fortrefs that has been raifed by. fo- 


phiftry 
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phiftry for the afylum of error, fome enchanter who lies in wait 
to enfnare innocence, or fome dragon breathing out his poifon in 
defence of infidelity : he has alfo the power of enchantment which 
he will exercife in his turn; he will fometimes crowd the fcene 
with ideal beings, fometimes recal the paft, and fometimes anti+ 
cipate the future ; fometimes he will tranfport thofe who put 
themfelves under his influence to regions which no traveller has 
yet vifited, and will fometimes confine them with invifible bands 
till the charm is diffolved by a word which will be 4 placed the laft 


in a paper which he fhall give them. 


Nor does he fear that this boat fhould draw upon him the 
imputation ,of arrogance or of vanity ; for the Knight, when he 
challenged an army, was not thought either arrogant or vain: and 
yet as every challenge is a boatft, and implies a confcioufnefs of fu- 
periority, the oftentation is certainly in proportion to the force that 
is defied; but this force is alfo the meafure of danger, and 
danger is the meafure of honour. It mutt alfo be remarked, that 
there is great difference between a boaft of what we fhall do, 


and of what we have done. A boaft when we enter the lifts is a 





defiance of danger ; it claims attention and it raifes expectation : but 
a boaft when we return is only an exultation in fafety, and a de- 
mand of praife which is not thought to be due, for the praife that 
is thought to be due is always paid. Let it be remembered there- 
fore, that if the ADVENTURER raifes expectation, he propor- 
tionably increafes his danger ; and that he afks nothing which the 
public fhall defire to withold. | 
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Palma negata macrum, donata reducit opimum., Hor. 


gets we HE multitudes that fupport life by corporal la- 


bour, and eat their bread in the {weat of their 
Ya brow, commonly regard inactivity as idlenefs ; 
and have no conception, that wearinefs can be 


contracted in an elbow-chair, by now and 





then peeping into a book, and mufing the reft 

of the day: the fedentary and ftudious, therefore, raife their envy 

or contempt, as they appear either to poffefs the conveniencies of 

Jife by the mere bounty of fortune, or to fuffer the want of them 
by refufing to work. 

C Ir 
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Ir is, however, certain, that to think is to labour; and 
that as the body is affected by the exercife of the mind, the 


fatigue of the ftudy is not lefs, than that of the field or the manu- 


factory. 


Burt the labour of the mind, though it is equally weari- 
fome with that of the body, is not attended with the fame 
advantages.. Exercife gives health, vigour and chearfulnefs, 
found fleep and a keen appetite; the effects of fedentary 


thoughtfulnefs are difeafes that imbitter and fhorten life, in- 


‘terrupted reft, taftelefs meals, perpetual languor and caufelefs 


anxiety. 


No natural inability to perform manual operations, has been 


obferved to proceed from difinclinations the relu€tance, if it 


‘cannot be removed, may be furmounted, and the artificer then 


proceeds in his work with as much dexterity and exadctnefs, as 
if no extraordinary effort had been made to begin it: but with 
refpect to the productions of imagination and wit, a mere de- 
termination of the will is not fufficient; there muft be a difpo~ 
fition of the mind which no human being can procure, or the 
work will have the appearance of a forced plant, in the pro- 
duction of which the induftry of art has been fubftituted for the 


vigour of nature. 


Nor does this difpofition always enfure fuccefs, though 
the want of it never fails to render application ineffectual; for 


the writer who fits down in the morning fired with his fub- 


ject and teeming with ideas, often finds at night, that what de- 


lighted his imagination offends his judgment, and that he has 
loft 


~ 
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loft the day by indulging a pleafing dream, in which he joined 
together a multitude of {plendid images without perceiving their 


incongruity. 


Tuus the wit is condemned to pafs his hours, thofe hours 
which return no more, in attempting that which he cannot effect, 
or in collecting materials which he afterwards difcovers to be unfit 
for ufe: but the mechanic and the hufbandman know, that the 
work which they perform will always bear the fame propor- 
tion to the time in which they are employed, and the diligence 


which they exert : 


NeEITHER is. the reward of intellectual equally certain 
with that of corporal labour ; the artificer, for the manufacture 
which he finifhes in a day, receives a certain fum; but the 
wit frequently gains no advantage from a performance at which 
he has toiled many months, either becaufe the town is not dif- 
pofed to judge of his merit, er becaufe he has not fuited the 
popular tafte. 


Ir has been often obferved, that not the value of a man’s 
income, but the proportion which it bears to his expences, juftly 
denominates him rich or poor; and that it is not fo much the 
amanner in which he lives, as the habit of life he has con- 
tracted, which renders him happy or wretched. For this reafon, 
the labour of the mind, even when it is adequately rewarded, 
does not procure means of happinefs in the fame proportion as 
that of the body. They that fing at the loom, or whiftle after the 
plough, with not for intellectual entertainment ; if they have 
plenty of wholefome food, they do not repine at the inelegance 
of their table, nor are they lefs happy becaufe they are not treated 


with 
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with ceremonious refpeét and ferved with filent celerity. The 
fcholar is always confidered as becoming a gentleman by his edu- 
cation; and the wit as conferring honour upon his company, 
however elevated by their rank or fortune: they are, therefore, 
frequently admitted to fcenes of life very different from their 
own; they partake of pleafures which they cannot hope to pur- 
chafe ; and many fuperfluities become neceffary, by the gratifica- 
tion of wants which in a lower clafs they would never have 


known. 


Tuus, the peafant and the mechanic, when they have re- 
ceived the wages of the day, and procured their ftrong beer 
and fupper, have fcarce a with unfatisfied; but the man of nice 
difcernment and quick fenfations, who has acquired a high relifh 
of the elegancies and refinements of life, has feldom philofophy 
enough to be equally content with that which the reward of genius 


can purchate. 


ANpD vet there is fcarce any character fo much the obje& 
of envy, as that of a fuccefsful writer: but thofe who only 
fee him in company, or hear encomiums on his merit, form a 
very erroneous opinion of his happinefs: they conceive him 
as perpetually enjoying the triumphs of intellectual fuperiori- 
ty; as difplaying the luxuriancy of his fancy, and the va- 
riety of his knowledge, to filent admiration; or liftening in vo- . 
luptuous indolence to the mufic of praife. But they know 
not, that thefe lucid intervals are fhort and few; that much the 
greater part of his life is paffed in folitude and anxiety; that 
his hours glide away unnoticed, and the day like the night is 
contracted to a moment by the intenfe application of the mind 
to its object: locked up from every eye, and loft even to him- 


felf 
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felf, he is reminded thar he lives only by the neceflities of 
life; he then ftarts as from a dream, and regrets that the day 
has paffed unenjoyed, without affording means of happinefs to 


the morrow. 


Witt Harpman the {mith had three fons, Tom, Ned 
and George. George, who was the youngeft, he put appren- 
tice to a taylor; the two elder were otherwife provided for 2 
he had by fome means the opportunity of fending them to 
{chool upon a foundation, and afterwards to the Univerfity. 
Will thought that this opportunity to give his boys good learning, 
was not to be miffed: “ learning,” he faid, “‘ was a portion 
« which the D--v--] could not wrong them of; and when he 
s* had done what. he ought for them, they muft do for them- 


<< felves.” 


As he had not the fame power to procure them livings, when 
they had finifhed their ftudies they came to London. They were 
both fcholars; but Tom was a genius, and Ned was a dunce: 
Ned became ufher in a fchool at the yearly falary of twenty 
pounds, and Tom foon diftinguifhed himfelf as an author: he 
wrote many picces of great excellence, but his reward was 
fometimes witheld by caprice, and fometimes intercepted by 
envy. He paffed his time in penury and labour; his mind ab- 
ftracted in the recollection of fentiment, and perplexed in the ar- 


rangement of his ideas and the choice of exprefiion. 


GEORGE in the mean time became a mafter in his trade, 
kept ten men conftantly at work upon the board, drank his beer 
out of a filver tankasd, and boafted, that he might be as well to 
pafs in a.few years as many of thofe for whom he made laced 


cloaths, 
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cloaths,:and who thought themfelves his betters. Ned withed 
earneftly that he could change ftations with George: but Tom 
in the pride of his heart difdained them both; and declared, that 
he would rather perifh upon a bulk with cold and hunger, than 
fteal through life in obfcurity, and be forgotten when he 


was. dead. 
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To the ADVENTURER. 


SELE LVR ROD, S the bufinefs of Pantomimes is become a very 





WON ferious concern, and the curiofity of mankind 
i 1s perpetually thirfting after novelties, I have 
been at great pains to contrive an entertainment, 
in which every thing fhall be united that 1s 
either the delight or aftonifhment of the prefent 
age: I have not only ranfacked the fairs of 
Bartholomew and Southwark, but pickt up every uncommon ani- 
mal, every amazing prodigy of nature, and every furprizing per- 
former, that has lately appeared within the bills of mortality. As 
foon as I am provided with a theatre fpacious enough for my 


purpofe, 1] intend to exhibit a moft fublime Pantomime in the mo- 
D dern 
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dern tafte; but far more oftentatious in, its feats of activity, its 
{cenes, decorations, machinery, and monfters. A fketch of my 
defign I fhall lay before you; and you may poffibly think it not 
inconfiftent with the charaGter of ADVENTURER to recommend it 


to public notice. 


I have chofen for my fubject the Fable of Hercules, as his labours 
will furnifh me with the moft extraordinary events, and give me 
an opportunity of introducing many wonders of the monftrous 
creation. It is ftrange that this ftory, which fo ereatly recommends 
itfelf by its incredibility, fhould have hitherto efcaped the fearch 
of thofe penetrating geniufes, who have rummaged not only the 
legends of antiquity, but the fictions of Fairy tales, and little hi- 
{tory books for children, to fupply them with.materials for Perfeus 
and Andromeda, Doétor Fauftus, Queen Mab, &c. In imitation, 
therefore, of thefe illuftrious wits, I fhall call my entertainment by 
the name of HARLEQUIN HERCULEs. 


.-In_ the original ftory, as a prelude to his future victories, we are 
told that Hercules ftrangled two ferpents in the cradle: I {hall 
therefore open with this cireumftance ; and have prepared a couple” 
of pafte-board ferpents of an enormous length, with internal {prings 
and movements for their contortions, which I dare fay will far ex- 
ceed that moft aftonifhing one in Orpheus and Eurydice. Any of 
the common fized particoloured gentry, that have learnt to whimper 
and whine after being hatched in the egg in the Rape of Proferpine, 
may ferve for this {cene: but as the man Hercules muft be fup- 
pofed to be of a preternatural bulk of body, the modern Coloffus has 
practifed the tiptoe ftep and tripping air for the enfuing parts, 
Inftead of a {word of lath, I fhall arm him, in conformity to his 
character, with a huge cork club. 


Tur firft labour, as they are called, is the killing the Nemean 
Lion, who, in imitation of the fable, fhall drop from an oiled- 
paper moon. We have been long accuftomed to admire lions upon 
the ftage; but I fhall vaftly improve upon this, by making our 
conqueror flea him upon the fpot, and cloak himfelf withthe fkin: 
I have, therefore, got a tawny coloured hide made of coarfe ferge, 

with 
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with the ears, mane, and tip of the tail properly buthed out, 
with brown wortted. 


_ Nexr to this is the deftruction of the Hydra, a terrible ferpent, 
with feven heads; and as two were faid to fprout up again in the 
place of every one that was cut off, I defign by’ the art of my 
machinery to exhibit a fucceffive regeneration of double heads, till 
a hundred and more are prepared to be knocked off by one ftroke 
of the aforefaid cork club. 


T have a beautiful canvas wild boar of Erymanthus for the third 
labour, which (as Harlequin is to carry it off the ftage upon his 
fhoulders) has nothing in its belly but a wadding of tow, and a 
little boy who is to manage its motions, to let down the wire jaw, 
or grind the wooden tufks; and though I could rather with he 
were able to grunt and growl, yet as that is impoffible, I have 
taught the urchin to {queak prodigioufly like a pig. 


Tue fourth labour, his catching the hind of Menelaus’s hills, 
whofe feet were of brafs and horns of gold, I fear I muft omit; 
becaufe I cannot break any common buck to run flow enough. 
But he is next to drive away thofe enormous birds of Stymphalus’s 
lake, which were of fuch prodigious bignefs, that they intercepted 
the light with their wings, and took up whole men as their prey. 
I have got a flock of them formed of leather covered with raven’s 
feathers: they are a little unwieldy, I muft confefs; but I have 
difpofed my- wires, fo as to play them about tolerably well, and 
make them flap out the candles; and two of the largeft are to gulp 
down the grenadiers ftationed at each door of the ftage, with their 
caps, mufkets, bayonets, and all their accoutrements. 


Tue fixth labour is an engagement with the Amazons ; to re- 
prefent whom, I have hired all the wonderful tall men and women, 
that have been lately exhibited in this town. The part of Hyp- 
polita their queen is to be played by the female Samfon, who after the 
company has been amazed with the vaft proofs of her ftrength, is 
to be fairly flung in a wreftling bout by our invincible Harlequin. 
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I fhall then prefent you with a profpect of the Augean Stable, 
where you will have an arrangement on each fide of feven or eight 
cows hides ftuft with ftraw,which the oe yer a eafily mul- 
tiply into a thoufand, as in a tragedy battle it has been ufed to do 
half a dozen {cene-fhifters into an army. Hercules’s method of 
cleanfing this ftable is well known; I fhall therefore let loofe a whole 
river of pewter to glitter along the ftage, far furpaffling any little 
clinking ca/cade of tin, that the Play cot or Vauxhall can boaft of. 


As he is next to feize upon a bull breathing out fire and flames, 
I had prepared one accordingly, with the palate and noftrils properly 
loaded with wild-fire and other combuftibles; but by the unfkil- 
fulnefs of the fellow inclofed in it, while he was rehearfing Bull’s 
part, the head took fire, which fpread to the carcafe, and the fool 
narrowly efcaped fuffering the torment of Phalaris. ‘This accident 
I have now guarded againft, by having lined the roof and jaws with 
thin plates of painted iron. 


T'o perfonate Geryon, who had three bodies, I have contrived to 
tye three men together back to back (one of them the famous Negro 
who fwings about his arms in every direction; ) and thefe will make 
full as grotefque a figure as the man with the double mafk. As Har- 
lequin for his eighth labour is to deliver this tripple-form monfter 
to be devoured by his cannibal oxen, I fhall here with the greateft 
propriety exhibit the noted ox with Jix. legs and two bellies; and as 
Diomede mutft be ferved up in the fame manner as a meal for his 
flefh-eating horfes, this will furnifh me with a good pretext for in- 
troducing the beautiful Panther-Mare. 


AFTER thefe I fhall tranfport you to the orchard of the He- 
{perides, where you will feaft your fight with the green paper trees 
and gilt apples. I have bought up the old copper dragon of 
Wantley, as a guard to this forbidden fruit ; and when he is new 
burnifhed, and the tail fomewhat lengthened, his afpect will be much 
more formidable than his brother dragon’s in Harlequin Sorcerer. 


Bur the full difplay of my art is referved for the laft la- 
bour, the defcent through a trap-door into HEWW, Though 
this is the moft applauded fcene in many of our favourite Panto- 

mines, 
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mimes, Idon’t doubt but my HE WL will outdo whatever has 
‘been hitherto attempted of the kind, whether in its gloomy deco- 
rations, its horrours, its flames, or its devils. I have engayed the 
engineer of Cuper’s Gardens to direct the fireworks: Ixion will be 
whirled round upon a wheel of blazing falt-petre ; Tantalus will 
‘catch ata refluent flood of burning rofin; and Sifyphus is to roll up 
a ftone charged with crackers and fquibs, which will bound back 
again with a thundering explofion : at a diftance you will difcover 
‘black fteams arifing from the river Styx, reprefented by a ftream of 
melted pitch: the noted fire-eater alfo {hall make his appearance, 
{moking out of red-hot tobacco-pipes, champing lighted brimftone, 
and {wallowing his infernal mefs of broth. Harlequin’s errand hither 
‘being only to bring away Cerberus, I have inftruGed the mo/t 
amazing new Engh/p Chien Savant to act the part of this three- 
headed dog, with the affiftance of two-artificial noddles faftened to 
this throat. The fagacity of this animal will furely delight much 
more than the pretty tricks-of his rival, the human bound in an- 
other entertainment. 


Tuus have I brought my Hercules through his twelve capital 
-enterprizes ; though I purpofe to touch upon fome other of the 
‘Grecian hero’s atchievements. I fhall make him kill Cacus the 
three-headed robber, and fhall.carry him to Mount Caucafus to 
suntye Prometheus, whofe liver was continually preyed upon by a 
‘vulture. This laft-mentioned incident I.cannot pafs-ever, as I am 
refolved that my vulture fhall vie in bulk, beauty and docility, with 
the fo much applauded flupendous oftrich: and towards the end I 
-doubt not but I fhall be able to triumph over the forcerer’s great 
gelding, by the exhibition of my Centaur Neffus, who is to carry 
off the little woman that weighs no more than twenty-three pounds, in 
the character of Deianira; a burthen great enough for the oftler 
who is to play the érute-bal/f of my Centaur, as his back muft be 


bent horizontally, in order to fix his head againft the rump of the 
man-balf, 


Tue whole piece will. conclude with Harlequin in a bloody 
fhirt, {kipping, writhing, and rolling, and at length expiring, to 
the irregular motions .of the fiddle-ftick : though, if any of the 


fire- 
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Gre-offices will enfure the houfe, he fhall mount the kindled pile, 
and be burned to afhes in the prefence of the whole audience. 


IntRricveE isthe foul of thefe dumb-fhews, as well as of the 
more fenfelefs farces: Omphale, therefore, or Deianira muft ferve 
for my Colombine; and I can fo far wreft the fable to my own 
purpofe, as to fuppofe that thefe dangers were encountered by 
Harlequin for their fakes. Eriftheus, the perfecutor of Her- 
cules, will be properly characterifed by Pantaloon , and the fer- 
vant, whofe bufinefs it is, as Homer fays, to fhake the regtons of the 
Gods with laughter, thall be the wonderful littl Norfolk-man; as in 
all books of chivalry, you never read of a giant but you are told of 
a dwarf. The fellow with Stentorian lungs, who can break elafies 
and fhatter window-panes with the loudnefs of his vociferation, has 
engaged in that one {cene, where Hercules laments the lofs of his 
Hylas, to make the whole honfe ring again with his bawling ; and 
the wonderful man, who talks in his belly, and can fling his voice into 
any part of a room, has promifed to anfwer him in the character 


of Echo. 


I cannot conclude without informing you, that I have made an 
uncommon provifion for the neceflary embellifhments of finging 
and dancing. Grim Pluto, you know, the black-peruked Monarch, 
mutt bellow in bafs, and the attendant devils cut capers in flame- 
‘coloured ftockings, as ufual: but as Juno cherifhed an immortal 
hatred to our hero, fhe fhall defcend in a chariot drawn by peacocks 
and trill forth her rage; Deianira too fhall vent her amorous fighs to 
{oft airs: the Amazons with their gilt-leather breaft-plates and hel- 
mets, their tin-pointed {pears and looking-glafs fhields, {hall give 
you the Pyrrhic dance to a preamble on the kettle-drums; and at 
Omphale’s court, after Hercules has refigned his club, to cele- 
rate her triumph I {hall introduce a grand dance of diftaffs, in 
emulation of the Witches dance of broomfticks. Nothing of this kind 
{hall be omitted, that may heighten either the grandeur or beauty 
of my entertainment: I fhall therefore, I hope; find a place fome 
where in this piece, as I cannot now have the wire-dancer, to bring 
on my Dancing-Bears. 

Tam, 
A Shel yl 
Your humble Servant, 
LUN Tertius. 


Nf}, Zs A AG 
] sit! Ai 
o WV Ye, aa iE. 1 J i) if 





THE 
amo Vig rN kes. LD eas Be 


NUMBER IV. 





To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS. 





SATURDAY, November 18, 1752. 





Fiéta voluptatis caufad fint proxima veris. Hor. 





Ir is always neceflary, that facts fhould 
appear to be produced in a regular and connetted feries, that 
they fhould follow in a quick fucceffion, and yet that they 
fhould be delivered with difcriminating circumftances. If they have 


mot a neceffary and apparent connetion, the ideas which they 
) E excite 
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excite obliterate each other, and the mind is tantalized with an 





imperfect glimpfe of innumerable objets that juft appear and. 
vanifh; if they are too minutely related, they become tirefome};, 
and if divefted of all their circumftances, infipid; for who that 
reads in a table of chronology or an index, that a city was {wal- 
lowed up by an earthquake, or a kingdom depopulated by a pefti- 


lence, finds either his attention engaged or his curiofity gratified. 


‘Tose narratives are moft pleafing, which not only excite and 


gratify curiofity but engage the paffions. 


History isa relation of the moft natural and important 
events: hiftory, therefore, gratifies curiofity, ybut it does not often 
excite either terror or pity; the mind feels not that tendernefs 
for a falling ftate, which it feels for an injured beauty; nor is it 
fo much alarmed at the migration of barbarians who mark their 
way with defolation, and fill the world with violence and rapine, 
oe at the fury of 4 hufband, who, deceived into jealoufy by falfe 
appearances, ftabs a faithful and affectionate wife kneeling at his 
feet and pleading to be heard. : | | 


VoyvaAcGEs and Travets have nearly the fame excellencies 





and the fame defects: no paffion is ftrongly excited except 
wonder ; or if we feel any emotion at the danger of the traveller, 
it is tranfient and languid, becaufe his character is not rendered 
fufficiently important; he is rarely difcovered to have any ex- 
cellencies but daring curiofity ; he 1s never the object of admira- 


tion, and feldom of efteem. 


BrioGrRapuy would always engage the paflions, if it could 
fufficiently gratify curiofity: but there have been few among the 


whole human fpecies, whofe lives would furnifh a fingle adven- 
ture ; 
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ture; I mean fuch a complication of circumftances, as hold the 
mind in an anxious yet pleafing fufpenfe, and gradually unfold in 
the production of fome unforefeen and important event ; much 
lefs fuch a feries of facts, as will perpetually vary the fcene, and 


gratify the fancy with new views of life. 


But NarTure is now exhaufted ; all her wonders have been 
accumulated, every recefs has been explored, deferts have been 
traverfed, Alps climbed, and the fecrets of the deep difclofed ; 
time has been compelled to reftore the empires and the heroes 
of antiquity; all have pafled in review; yet fancy requires new 


gratifications, and curiofity is ftill unfatisfied. 


Tue refources of ArT yet remain ; the fimple beauties of na- 
ture, if they cannot be multiplied, may be compounded, and an 
infinite variety produced, in which by the union of different graces 
both may be heightened, and the coalition of different powers 


May produce a proportionate effect. 


Tue Epic Poem at once gratifies curiofity and moves the paf- 
fions.; the events are various and important; but it is not the 
fate of a nation, but of the hero in which they terminate, and 
whatever concerns the hero engages the paffions ; the dignity of 
his character, his merit, and his,importance, compel us to follow 
him with reverence and folicitude, to tremble when he is in danger, 
to weep when he fuffers, and to burn when he is wronged ; with 
thefe viciffitudes of paffion every heart attends Ulyffes in his wan- 
derings and Achilles to the field. 


Upon this occafion the OLD Romance may be confidered 
as a kind of epic, fince it was intended to produce the. fame effect, 


upon the mind nearly by the fame means. | 
In 
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In both thefe {pecies of writing truth is apparently violated: 
but though the events are not always produced by probable means, 
yet the pleafure arifing from the ftory is not much leffened ; for 
fancy is ftill captivated with variety, and paffion has fcarce leifure 
to reflect, that fhe is agitated with the fate of imaginary beings, 


and interefted in events that never happened. 


Tue Novet, though it bears a nearer refemblance to truth, 
thas yet lefs power of entertainment ; for as it is confined within 
the narrower bounds of probability, the number of incidents is 
neceflarily diminifhed, and if it deceives us more it furprizes us » 
lefs. The diftrefs is indeed frequently tender, but the narrative 
often ftands ftill; the lovers compliment each other in tedious 
Jetters and fet fpeeches, trivial circumftances are enumerated with 
a minute exactnefs, and the reader is wearied with languid de- 


fcriptions and impertinent declamation. 


But the moft extravagant and yet perhaps the moft generally 
pleafing of all literary performances, are thofe in which fuper- 
natural events are every moment produced by Genii and Fairies ; 
fuch are the “ Arabian nights entertainment,” the ** Tales of the 
“© countefs d’Anois,” and:many others of the fame clafs. It may 
be thought ftrange, that the mind fhould with pleafure acquiefce 
in the open violation of the moft known and obvious truths ; and 
that relations which contradic all experience, and exhibit a feries 
of events that are not only impofiible but ridiculous, fhould be 
read by almoft every tafte and capacity with equal eagernefs and 
delight. But it is not perhaps the mere violation of truth or of pro- 
bability that offends, but fuch a violation only as perpetually recurs. 
The mind is fatisfied, if every event appears to have an adequate 
caufe ; and when the agency of Genii and Fairies is once ad- 


mitted, 


No4o THE ADVENTURER: 23 


mitted, no event which is deemed poffible to fuch agents is re- 
jected as incredible or abfurd; the ation of the ftory proceeds 
with regularity, the perfons act upon rational principles, and fuch 
events take place as may naturally be expected from the inter- 
pofition of fuperior intelligence and power: fo that though there 
is not a natural, there is at leaft a kind of moral probability pre- 
ferved, and our firft conceffion is abundantly rewarded by the 
new {cenes to which we are admitted, and the unbounded prof{pect 


that is thrown open before us. 


But though we attend with delight to the atchievements of a 
hero who is tranfported in a moment over half the globe upon a 
griffon, and fee with admiration a palace or a city vanifh upon 
his breaking a feal or extinguifhing a lamp: yet if at his firft in- 
terview with a miftrefs, for whofe fake he had fought fo many 
battles and pafled fo many regions, he fhould falute her with a 
box on the ear; or if immediately after he had vanquifhed a giant 
or a dragon, he fhould leap into a well or tie himfelf up to a tree; 
we fhould be difappointed and difgufted, the ftory would be con- 
demned as improbable, unnatural, and abfurd, our innate love of 
truth would be applauded, and we fhould expatiate on the folly 
of an attempt to pleafe reafonable beings, by a detail of events 
which can never be believed, and the intervention of agents which 


could never have exifted. 


DRAMATIC PorTRy, efpecially tragedy, feems to unite all 
that pleafes in each of thefe fpecies of writing, with a ftronger re- 
femblance of truth and a clofer imitation of nature: the characters 
are fuch as excite attention and folicitude ; the action is important, 
its progrefs is intricate yet natural, and the cataftrophe is ‘{udden 
and {triking ; and as we are prefent to every tranfaCtion, the images 
are more ftrongly imprefied, and the paffions more forcibly moved. 
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From a dramatic poem to thofe fhort pieces which may be 
contained in fuch a. periodical paper as the ADVENTURER, Is a 
bold tranfition. And yet fuch pieces, although formed upon a 
fingle incident, if that incident be fufficiently uncommon to gra- 
tify curiofity, and fufficiently interefting to engage the paffions, 
may afford an entertainment which, if it is not lafting, 1s yet of 
the higheft kind. Of fuch, therefore, this paper will frequently 
confift: but it fhould be remembered, that it is much more dif- 
ficult and laborious, to invent a ftory however fimple and how- 
ever fhort, than to recollect topics of inftrution, or to remark the 


{cenes of life as they are fhifted before us. 


Zn the preceding paper, page 15. 1.16. for AZenelaus’s hills, read Adenaluse 
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To be continued on Tuespays ond SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, November-21, 1752. 





——— Et aves tutas movere per aéra pennas ; 
Et lepus impavidus mediis erravit in agris: 
Nec fua credulitas pifcem Jufpenderat ham. 
Cuncta fine infidiis, nullamque timentia fraudem, 


Plenaque pacis erant. OvID. 





5s Have before remarked, that it is the peculiar in- 
felicity of thofe who live by intel lle€tual labour, 

not to be always able equally to eRe e their 
time by SP es there are feafons when 
the power of invention: is fufp ended, and the 
mind finks into a fate o £ debilit ty from which it 
| can no more recover itfelf than a perfon who 
fees can by a voluntary effort awake. I was fitting in my 


jee 
ftudy a few nights ago in thefe perplexing circumftances, and 
after long rumination ‘and many ineffe@tual atten ypts to ftart a 
hint which’ I might perfue in my lucubration of this day, I de- 


% 


termined to go to bed, hoping that the morning would remove 
every impediment to ftudy, and reftore the vigour of my mind. 
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I was no fooner afleep than I was relieved from my diftrefs by 
means, which, if I had been waking, would have increafed it; 
and inftead of imprefling upon my mind a train of new ideas 1n 
a regular fucceflion, would have filled it with aftonifhment and 
terror. For in dreams, whether they are produced by a power of the 
imagination to combine images which reafon would feparate, or 
whether the mind is paffive and receives imprefiions from fome in- 
vilible agent, the memory feems to lie wholly torpid, and the un- 
derftanding to be employed only about fuch objects as are then 
prefented, without comparing the prefent with the paft. When 
we fleep, we often converfe with a friend who is either abfent or 
dead, without remembering that the grave or the ocean is between 
us. We float like a feather upon the wind, or we find ourfelves 
this moment in England and the next in India, without reflecting 
that the laws of nature are fufpended, or inquiring how the {cene 
could have been fo fuddenly fhifted before us. We are familiar 
with prodigies, we accommodate ourfelves to every event however 
romantic; and we not only reafon, but act upon principles which 
are in the higheft degree abfurd and extravagant. 


In that ftate, therefore, in which no prodigy could render me 
unfit to receive inftruction, I imagined myfelf to be full fitting in 
my ftudy, penfive and difpirited, and that 1 fuddenly heard a {mall 
fhrill voice pronounce thefe words, “ ‘Take your pen; I will dictate 
ari ADVENTURER.’ | turned to fee from whom this voice proceeded; 
but I could difcover nothing : believing, therefore, that my good 
genius or fome favouring mufe was prefent, I immediately prepared 
to write, and the voice dictated the following narrative. 


I was the eldeft fon of a country gentleman who poffeffed a large 
eftate, and when I was about nineteen years of age fell with my 
horfe as I was hunting: my neck was diflocated by the fall, and 
for want of immediate affiftance I died before I could be carried 
home: but I found myfelf the next moment, with inexprefhble 
orief and aftonifhment, under the {hape of a mongrel puppy in the 
ftable of an inn, that was kept by a man who being butler to my 
father, had matried the cook. 


I was indeed greatly carefled; but my matter, in order as he faid to 
increafe my beauty as well as my ftrength, foon difencumbered me of 
my ears and my tail. Befides the pain that I fuffered in the operation, 
I experienced the difadvantages of this mutilation in a thoufand 
inftances : this, however, was but 4 fmall part of the calamity 


which in this ftate I was appointed to fuffer. 


My matter hada fon about four years old, who was yet a greater 
favourite than myfelf; and his paffions having been always indulged 
as 
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as foon as they appeared, he was encouraged to gratify his refent- 
ment againft every thing, whether animate or inanimate, that had 
offended him, by beating me; and when he did any mifchief, for 
of other faults little notice was taken, the father, the mother or the 
maid, was fure to chaftife me in his ftead. 


Tuts treatment from perfons whom I had been accuftomed to 
regard with contempt, and command with infolence, was not long 
to be born: early one morning, therefore, I departed. I continued my 
journey till the afternoon without ftopping, though it rained hard: 
about four o’clock I pafied through a village; and perceiving a heap 
of fhavings that were fheltered from the wet by the thatch of a houfe 
which fome carpenters were repairing, I crept as I thought un- 
noticed into the corner, and laid myfelf down upon them: but a 
man who was plaining aboard, obferving that I was a ftrange dog 
and of a mongrel breed, refolved to make himfelf and his com- 
panions merry at my expence: for this purpofe, having made a 
hole about two inches in diameter ina piece of deal, he fuddenly 
catched me up, and putting the remainder of my tail through this 
diabolical engine, he made it faft by driving in a wedge with a 
heavy mallet, which crufhing the pone put me to inexpreflible tor- 
ment. The moment he fet me down, the wretches, who had been 
{pectators of this waggery, burft into immoderate laughter at the 
aukward motions by which I exprefied my mifery, and my ridicu- 
lous attempt to run away from that which I could not but carry 
with me. They hooted after me till I was out of their fight : 
however, fear, pain and confufion {till urging me forward with in- 
voluntary fpeed, Iran with fuch force between two pales that 
were not far enough afunder to admit my clog, that 1 left it with 
the remainder of my tail behind me. [then found myfelf in a 
farm yard; and fearing that I fhould be worried by the maftiff 
which I faw at a diftance, I continued my flight: but fome peafants 
who were at work in a neighbouring barn, perceiving that I ran 
without being perfued, that my eyes were inflamed, and that my 
mouth was covered with foam, imagined that I was mad, and 
knocked out my brains with a flail. 


Soon after I had quitted this maimed and perfecuted carcafs, I 
found myfelf under the wings of a bullfinch with three others that 
were juft hatched. I now rejoiced in the hope of foaring beyond 
the reach of human barbarity, and becoming like my mother a de- 
nizon of the fky: but my mother, before I was perfectly fledged, 
was furprized in her neft by a fchool-boy, who grafped her fo hard 
to prevent her efcape, that fhe foon after died: he then took the 
neft with all that it contained, which he depofited in a bafket, 
where I prefently loft my three companions in misfortune by 


change of food, and unfkilful management. I furvived ; and foon 
after 
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after I could feed jm nyfelf, I was taken by my tyrant’s mother when 
fhe went to pay her rent, as a prefent to her landlord's daughter, 


= 


a young lady who was ext: remely beautiful and in the eighteenth 


wu 


f - 
year of her age. 
ma 


My tivity now began to lofe its terrors: I no longer dreaded 


the seed ipe of a boifterous urchin, whofe fondnefs was fcarce 

y@erous than his refentment; who, in the zeal of his attach- 
ment to a new play thing, might yess. me till I perifhed with 
‘hunger ;. or w rho: might wring off my neck, becaufe he had fome 


ther ufe for the halfpenny which fhould procure me food: the 
confinement of a cage became habitual ; I was placed near a plea- 
fant window; Iwas conftantly fed by one of the fineft hands in 
the world ; val I imagined, that I could fuffer no mifery under 


the patronage of {miles and graces. 


SucH was my fituation, when a young lady from London made 
an afternoon’s vifit to my miftrefs: fhe took an opportunity to 
carefs me among her other favourites, which were a parrot, a 
monkey and a lap-dog; fhe chirped, and holding out her finger 
to me, I hopped upon it;' fhe ftroked me, put my head to her 
cheek, and to fhew my fenfibility of her favours I began to fing : 
as foon as my fong was over, fhe turned. to my miftrefs, and told 
her, that the dear little creature might be made abfolutely the 
{weeteft bird in the world, only by putting out its eyes, and con- 
fining it in a lefs cage: to this horrid propofal my fair keeper 
agreed, upon being again aflured that my fong would be ver 
oreatly improved ; aide the next day performed herfelf the opera- 
tion, as fhe had been dire&ted, with the end of a hot knitting- 
needle. My condition was now more eafily to be conceived than 
exprefled ; but I did not long fuffer the mournful folitude of per- 
petual darknefs;:for a cat came one night into the room undif— 
covered, dragced me through the wires of the cage, and de- 
voured me. 


ke was not difpleafed to find myfelf once more at large; delivered 
m blindnefs and epeabne and {till able to {port upon the breeze 
in die form of a cockchafer. But I had fcarce entered this new 
fcene of exiftence, when a gentleman, in whofe garden I was 
feafting on one of the leaves of a cherry- tree, caught me, and 
turning to his fon, a nth who had juft been put into tics frft 
breeches, here Tommy, fays he, is a bird for you. The boy re- 
ceived me with a gr in of aie delight, and, as he had been 
taught, immediately in npaled me alive upon a corking-pin, to which 
a piece of shitad was faftened, and I was doomed to make m 
young mafter {port, by fluttering about in the agonies of death ; 
and 
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and when I was quite exhaufted, and could no longer ufe my 
wings, he was bid to tread upon me, for that I was now good for 
nothing; a command with which he mercifully complied, and in 
a moment crufhed me to atoms with his foot. 


From acockchafer I tranfmigrated into an earth-worm, and 
found myfelf at the bottom of a farmer’s dunghill. Under this 
change of circumftances I comforted myfelf by confidering, that if 
I did not-now mount upon the wind, and tranfport myfelf from 
place to place with a {wiftnefs almoft equal to thought, yet I was 
not likely either to pleafe or to offend mankind, both of which 
were equally fatal; and I hoped to fpend my life in peace, by 
efcaping the notice of the moft cruel of all creatures. 


Bur I did not long enjoy the comfort of thefe reflexions. I 
was one morning difturbed by an unufual noife, and perceived the 
ground about me to fhake. ‘I immediately worked my way up- 
ward to difcover the caufe; and the moment I appeared above the 
furface, 1 was eagerly fnatched up by a man who had ftuck a 
dung-fork into the ground, and moved it backward and forwar d 
to produce the effect that had now happened. I was put into a 
broken pan with many other affociates in misfortune, and foon 
after difpofed of to one of thofe gentle fwains who delight in 
angling. This perfon carried us the next morning to the brink 
of ariver, where I prefently faw him take out one of my com- 
panions, and, whiftling a tune, pai fs a barbed hook throug h the 
whole length of his body, entering it at the head and bring! ging it 
out at the tail. The wretched anintal writhed itfelf on the bloody 
hook, in torture which cannot be conceived by man, nor felt by 
any creature that is not vital in every part. In this condition he 
was fufpended in the water as a bait for fifh, till he was, together 
with the hook on which he hung, fwallowed by an eel. W hile [ 
was beholding this dreadful fpectacle, I made seca reflections 
on the great inequality between the pleafure of catching the prey, 
and the anguifh inflicted on the bait. But thefe refle ations were 
prefently after loft, in the fame agonies of which I had been a 
ipectator. 


You. will not have room in this PRES to relate all that I, fuf- 
fered from the thoughtlefs barbarity of mankind, in a cock, a 
ee ee and a pig: let it,fuffice to fay, that I fuffered the fame 

kind ar death with thofe who are broken upon the wheel; I was 
roafted alive before a flow fire, and was fcourged to death with 
{mall cords, to gratify the wanton appetite of Au ixury, or contri- 
bute to the merriment of a rabble. 
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Tuus far I had written as ‘amanuenfis to an invifible dictators 
when, my dream ftill continuing, I felt fomething tickle my wrift, 
and turning my eye from the paper to fee what it was, I dif- 
covered a flea, which I immediately caught and killed, by putting 
it into the candle. At the fame inftant the flea vanifhed, and a 
young lady of exquifite beauty {tood before me.’ “'Thoughtlefs 
wretch,” faid fhe, “thou haft again changed the fiate of my exiftence, 
and expofed me to {till greater calamities than any that I have yet 
fuffered. As a flea I was thy monitor, and as a flea I might have 
efcaped thy cruelty if I had not intended thy inftruction. But now 
“to be concealed is impoflible, and it .is therefore impoffible to be 
‘fafe. The eyes of defire are upon me, and to betray. me to infamy 
-and guilt will be the toil of perfeverance and the ftudy of reafon. But 
though man is ftill my enemy, though he affails me with more 
violence and perfifts with more obftinacy, I have yet lefs power of 
refiftance; there is a rebel in my own bofom who will labour to 
give me up, whofe influence is perpetual, and perpetual influence is 
not eafily f{urmounted. Publith, however, what I have communi- 
cated ; if any man fhall be reclaimed from a criminal inattention 
‘to the felicity of inferior beings, and reftrained from infli@ing pain 
by confidering the effect of his actions, I have not fuffered in vain. 
But as I am now expofed not only to accidental and cafual evils, 
as Tam not only in danger from the frolicks of levity, but from 
the defigns of cunning; to attone for the injury which thou 
haft done me, let the ADVENTURER warn the fex of every wile that 
is practifed for their deftruction, and deter man from the attempt by 
difplaying the aggravated guilt, and fhamelefs difingenuity of affu- 
ming an appearance of the moft ardent and tender affection, only to 
overwhelm with unutterdble diftrefs, the beauty: whom love has 
made credulous, and innocence keeps unacquainted with fufpicion. 


_ WHILE Lliftened to this addrefs my heart throbbed with impa- 
tience; and the effort that.I made:to reply, awaked me. | 
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Nunc auttionem facere decretum eft mibi : 

Foras neceffum eft, quicquid habeo, wendere. 
Adefie fultis, prada erit prafentium. 

Logos ridiculos vendo. Py AL Re 


(AS2 AST Sunday morning I was difturbed very 
|) ts early by an old crony, (a brother of the quill 
SS) as he calls himfelf) who burft into my cham- 
ye, ber, and running to my bed-fide, “« Get up, 


<<‘ my dear friend,” faid he, prefling my hand 





with great eagernefs;” ‘ I have fuch news 


—" 


“‘ for you! MHere’s your cloaths; make hafte, let me beg 


“ of you.” 
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I had been ufed, at each return of the fabbath, to receive a 
vifit from my old acquaintance about dinner time ; but I could not 
imagine what had induced him to give me this morning falutation. 
However, I huddled on my cloaths, and had {carce feated him by 
the firefide in my ftudy, when flinging down a paper very much 
blotted upon the table, “ There,” fays he, ‘ there’s a fcheme 
“ for you, my old boy! I am made for ever—Read it—I am made 


“¢ for ever.” 


I very well knew my friend’s foible: he has learning, a great 
deal of vivacity, and fome judgment ; but he wants the neceffary 
fteadinefs for ferious application. He is continually in perfuit of 
new projects, but will not allow himfelf time to think of putting 
them in execution. He has contracted with every eminent book-. 
feller in town for works of which he had only conceived the 
defign, and {carce ever proceeded: beyond the title-page and preface. 
He is a profefled writer, and of a genius fo extenfive, that all fub- 
jects are alike to him: but as-he cannot fubmit to the drudgery 
of correctnefs, his performances are hurried over in fo flovenly a 
manner, that they hardly procure him a bare fubfiftence. He is, 
therefore, perpetually exclaiming againft the tyranny of the Trade ; 
and laments, that merit fhould be fo much difcouraged, by the ig- 


norance or envy of the town. 


I had often experienced the fertility of his invention, in forming 
fuch projects as were eafy in theory but impoffible in the practice ; 
I, therefore, expected nothing lefs than fuch another whimfical 
contrivance as his laft, for making new boards out of /havings: but 
how was I furprized, when I took up his paper, and faw at the 


top of it the following advertifement ! 
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On the day of next 
Will be ‘fold by AUCTION, 


A. curious and valuable colle¢tion of manufcripts (warranted 


originals) in profe and verfe : 
Being the entire ftock in trade of 


TIMOTHY SPINBRAIN, Author, 


Leaving off bufinefs. 


As I could not help {miling at the conceit, my friend under- 
ftood it as a mark of my approbation ; and {natching the fheet out 
of my hand, “ Well, fays he, don’t you think this will free me 
“ from the impertinence of duns, and the fervility of fuing to 
« thofe unconfcionable vultures, the bookfellers, for more copy- 
«“ money? Why, man, I fhall raife an eftate by it, I have fuch 
an infinite number of tracts on political, polemical, philofophical, 
“¢ phyfiological, ceconomical, religious, and mifcellaneous fubjects. 
eV manu({cripts, let me tell'you, are of greater utility, and con- 
of fequently more valuable, than thofe in the Vatican or Bodleian 
“libraries.” He then proceeded to defcant on the particulars of 
his plan ; not forgetting to enliven his difcourfe with many fprightly 
fallies againft the retailers of the works of the learned, thofe blood- 


fuckers, as he called them, of the literary commonwealth. 


“ Srp, continued he, I intend to ftrike off an impreffion of twenty 
“thoufand copies of my catalogue, to be diftributed among all 
«« the lovers of literature throughout the three kingdoms; and i 
« (hall take care to circulate a fufficient number among the Vestuoli 
“in Holland, France, Italy, Spain, Germany and elfewhere. I 
« will juft mention to you fome of the chief articles that enrich 


« my collection. 
OLN 








——S 


F 


=< oe 


> Sie 


| 
i 
{ 
at ' 
if , 4 
hid 
i! i 5 
He 
Ve hh 1 
Wit 
tl 
i it 
a: 
tt 
1 
ewe ) 
thf A 
We 4g 
at 
1 ai ; 
be 
i 
Vii 
th 
if 
if 
f 
Hi 
i) 
i 
| 
| 


——————— 





34 THE ADVENTURER, No.6. 


“Iw politics, I have an infallible {cheme for ruining the French 
“© power ; which, I fuppofe, will be bought up, at any price, by 
“ commiffion from abroad, if our miniftry have not fpirit enough 
“to out-bid them. I have another for a coalition of parties, 
‘‘ which will prevent all difputes at the next general election, 
‘«‘] have another for difcharging the national debt, which I con- 
“trived in gratitude for my being fet at liberty by the laft a& 
‘of infolvency. I have feveral other pamphlets on the impor- 
‘tant topics of liberty, bribery, and corruption, written on both 


“ fides the queftion; and a moft curious collection of fpeeches 


Lal 
wn 


adapted to every kind of debate, which will be of admirable ufe 


‘to young members of parliament. 


“In philofophy, I have feveral new fyftems %B oppofition to 





‘‘ the prefent received opinions: I have a proof, that the earth is 
‘‘an o¢togon; another, that the fun is inhabited; anda third, 
‘“‘ that the moon may, for aught we can tell to the contrary, be 
“‘ made of a green cheefe. I have a new theory of optics; de- 
‘“‘ monftrating, that darknefs is caufed by certain tenebrificous rays 
‘“‘ oppugning, obtunding, fheathing, and abforbing the rays of 
“light. I have refolved the phaenomena of electricity and mag- 
‘* netifm; and have made many furprifing improvements in all the 
‘arts and fciences, Thefe, I fear, will be carried off by fome 
** German profefior, who will thence claim the merit to himielf, 
*‘and the honour of the difcovery will be attributed to his 


“€ nation. 


“'Trr0sr who are fond of difplaying their talents in religious | 


= 
a 


difputes, will find, in my auction, fufficient matter for their va- 


“ rious altercations ; whether they are Atheifts, Deifts, or diftin- 


“ 
Lal 


* guifhed by the modeft appellation of Free thinkers. There is 
“* fcarce a fect among the many hundred, whom I have not de- 


*< fended or attacked: but it muft not be concluded from thence, 


“« that 
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“that I have been byaffed-more towards’ one than another; as 
“< you know the faith of an author-is out of the queftion; and he 
** only writes pro or-con, as‘ the feveral opinions are more or 
«¢ Je{s embraced or exploded in the world. I have got, indeed, 
“* fome infallible ‘arguments againft the Pope's infallibility ; and 
“‘fome probable conjetures, that there never was fuch a perfon 
“as Mahomet ; both which, I don’t doubt, will-be bought up by 


‘. the emiffaries of Rome and Conftantinople.” 


Here I interrupted my friend, by afking him, if he had not 
fomething likewife againft the Patriarch of the Greek church; or 
a ferious admonition againft the growth of Hottentotifm among 


us. He anfwered very .calmy, ‘ I fhould fee in the catalogue,” 


and proceeded. 


“THE emiflaries of Con{tantinople—Well—My tock in the 
*« Belles Lettres is almoft inexhauftible. I have a compleat fet 
“* of critic{ms ‘on all the ancient authors, and a large ftore of 
“ conjeCtural-emendations on the old Englith claffics: I have feveral 
“« new eflays in modern wit and humour; and a long firing of 
“papers-both ‘ferious and diverting, for periodical lucubrations: I 
““ have, I know not how many original entertaining novels, as 
** well as elegant tranflations from the French; with a heap of 
“* fingle pamphlets on the moft popular and interefting fubjedts, 
“My poetry will confift of every article, whether tragedies, co- 
“* medies, farces, ‘mafques, operas, fonnets, cantatas, fongs, paf- 
“* torals, fatires, odes, elegies or epithalamiums: and then, fuch 
“a load of epigrams, anagrams, rebufles, riddles, acroftics, co- 
““nundrums! which, you ‘know, will fetch a high price from the 
“‘ wittlings and the proprietors of new monthly magazines. To 
“‘ wind up the whole,: there fhall be feveral diftin& lots of title 
“< pages, and mottos, and dedications, and prefaces, and plans 


<¢ for books, 
“¢ Tus, 
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“Tus, my dear friend, have 1 opened to you the main drift of 
« my defign ; and I believe at a moderate computation—let mé 
«* fee—ay, after I have cleared myfelf in the world, I fhall be able 
“ to rétire into the country, let me tell you, with a pretty fortune 
‘in my pocket. But before I begin my fale, if -you can find any 
*« thing that will fuit your ADVENTURER, as you are an old ac- 
« quaintance, you fhall have it at your own price.” 

I thanked Mr. SprnsRaIN for his genteel offer, and heartily con- 
gratulated him on the profpedct of his pretty fortune: but I could 
not help enquiring,where all thefe immentfe ftores of literature-were 
lodged, as I never had obferved any thing but loofe {craps of pa- 
_per fcattered about his room, and one book of Joct communes, or 
hints, as he called them, placed upon the chimney piece. “ Ha! 
“« fays he, that’s true; I forgot to mention that: why, indeed, they 
“are none of them quite finifhed as yet ; but I have got the rough 
“¢ draughts of :moft fomewhere: befides, I have it all here,” point- 
ing to his forehead. JI advifed him to fet about it directly ; and in 
the evening when we parted, he refolved not to go to bed till he 
had perfected his fcheme. Yefterday morning I received a note 
from him, acquainting me that’ he had laid afide all thoughts. of 
his auction; becaufe, as he imagined, the maid had.inadvertently 
lighted his fire with the beft of his materials. 

Tue reftlefinefs of my friend’s chimerical genius will not, how- 
ever, let him entirely give up the point: and though he has been 
difappointed in this mighty projeét, yet, he informs me, he has hit 
upon a fcheme-equally advantageous, which ‘fhall monopolize the 


whole bufinefs of {cribbline - 


5) 
nerfhip with him. “ Ah, fays he, we fhall humble thofe fellows— 


‘We need not care a farthing for Mr. Bibliopola.”—His defign is 


and he offers to take me into part- 


toopen a New Literary WaReEnoOUSE, or UNIVERSAL 
REGISTER OrFrice for Wir and LEARNING: the particulars he 
has promifed to communicate to me to-morrow; in the mean 
time, he defires me to advance him a trifle, to buy paper for a 
poem on the late theatrical difputes, 

A 
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To be continued on Turespays and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, November 28, 1752. 


VIRG. 





Sit mibi fas audita loqui 


death iff a ‘ay ames ae is known to 
many, but the eventful hiftory of whofe life 
has been communicated to few: to me it has 
been often related during a long and intimate 
acquaintance ; and as there is not a fingle per- 

ALVIE O08: fon living, upon whom the making it public 
can reflect unmerited difhonour, or whofe delicacy or virtue can 
fuffer by the relation, I think I owe to mankind a feries of events 
from which the arcu may derive comfort, and the moft for- 
lorn may be encouraged to hope; as mifery is alleviated by the con- 
templation of yet deeper diftrefs, and the mind fortified againft 
de{pair by inftances of unexpected relief. 
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The hiftory of Me1aiss a. 


Tue father of Meliffa was the younger fon of a country 
gentleman who poffeffed an eftate of about so0/. a year; but as 
this was to be the inheritance of the elder brother, and as 
there were three fifters to be provided for, he was at about 
fixteen taken from Eton fchool, and apprenticed to a confiderable 
merchant at Briftol. The young gentleman, whofe imagination 
had been fired by the exploits of heroes, the victories gained by 
magnanimous prefumption, and the wonders difcovered by daring 
curiofity, was not difpofed to confider the acquifition of wealth as 
the limit of his ambition, or the repute of honeft induftry as the 
total of his fame. He regarded his fituation as fervile and igno- 
Minious, as the degradation of his genius and the preclufion of 
his hopes; and longing to go in fearch of adventures, he neglected 
his bufinefs as unworthy of his attention, heard the remonftrances 
of his mafter with a kind of fullen difdain, and after two years 
legal flavery made his efcape, and at the next town enlifted 
himfelf a foldier ; not doubting but that by his military merit 
and the fortune of war, he fhould return a general officer, to the 
—confufion of thofe who would have buried him in the obfcurity of 
acompting-houfe. He found means effectually to elude the enqui- 
ries of his friends, as it was of the utmoft importance to prevent 
their oflicious~endeavours to-ruin-his -project-and obftrudt his ad- 
vancement. 


He was fent with other recruits to London, and foon -after 
quartered with the reft of his company.in a part of the country, 
which was fo remote from all with whom he had any connec- 
tion, that he no longer dreaded a difcovery. 


Ir happened that he went one day to the houfe of a neigh- 
bouring gentleman with his comrade, who was become acquainted 
with the chambermaid, and by her intereft admitted into 
the kitchen. “This, gentleman, whofe age was fomething more 
than fixty, had been about two years married to a fecond wife, 
a young woman who had been well educated and lived in the 
polite world, but had no fortune. By his firft wife, who had been 
dead about ten years, he had feveral children: the youngeft wasa 
daughter who had juft entered her feventeenth year, who was very 
tall for her age, hada fine complexion, good features, and was well 
fhaped; but her father, whofe affection for her was mere inftinét, 
as much as that ofa brute for its young, utterly neglected her edu- 
cation. It was impoffible for him, he faid, to live without her ; 
and as he could not afford to have her attended by a governefs 
and proper miafters ina place fo remote from London, fhe was 
fuffered to continue illiterate and unpolifthed: fhe knew no 

enter- 
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‘entertainment higher than a game at romps with the fervants; fhe 
became their confident and trufted them in return; nor did the 
think herfelf happy any where but in the kitchen. 


As the capricious fondnefs of her father had never conciliated her 
affection, fhe perceived it abate upon his marriage without regret. 
She fuffered no new reftraint from her new mother, who obferved 
with a fecret fatisfaction that mifs had been ufed to hide herfelf 
from vifiters, as neither knowing how to behave nor being fit to be 
feen, and chofe rather to conceal her defects by excluding her 
from company, than to fupply them by putting her toa boarding 
{chool. 


M1ss, who had been told by Betty that the expected her fweet- 
heart, and that they were to be merry, ftole down ftairs, and with- 
out fcruple made one in a party at blindman’s buff. The foldier 
of fortune was ftruck with her perfon, and difcovered, or thought 
he difcovered, in the fimplicity of nature fome graces which are 
polifhed away by the labour of art. However, nothing that 
had the appearance of an adventure could ‘be indifferent to him’; 
and his vanity was flattered by the hope of carrying off a young 
lady under the difguife of a common foldier, without revealing 
his birth, or boafting of his expectations. 


In this attempt he became very affiduous, and fucceeded. 
The company being ordered to another place, Betty and her young 
miftrefs departed early in the morning with their gallants, and 
there being a privileged chapel in the next town, they were 
married. 


Tue old gentleman, as foon as he was informed that his 
daughter was miffing, made fo diligent and fcrupulous an enquiry 
after her, that he learned with whom and which way fhe was gone: 
he mounted his horfe, and perfued her, not without curfes and 
imprecations ; difcovering rather the tranfports of rage than the 
emotions of tendernefs, and refenting her offence rather as the 
rebellion of a flave than the difobedience of a child. He did not, 
however, overtake them till the marriage had been confummated, 
of which when he was informed by the hufband, he turned from 
him with expreffions of brutality and indignation, {wearing never to 
forgive a fault which he had taken no care to prevent. 


THE young couple, notwithftanding their union frequently 
doubled their diftrefs, ftill continued fond of each other. The 
{pirit of enterprize and the hope of prefumption were not yet 
quelled in the young foldier ; and he received orders to Re, 
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William, when he went to the fiege of Namur, with exultation 
and tran{port, believing his elevation to independence and diftin€tion 
as certain as if he had been going to take pofleffion of a ttle and 
eftate. His wife, who had been fome months pregnant, as fhe 
had no means of fubfiftence in his abfence, procured a paflage 
with him. When fhe came on {hore and mingled with the crowd 
that followed the camp, wretches who without compunction wade 
in human blood to ftrip the dying and the dead, to whom horror 
is become familiar, and compaflion impoflible, fhe was terrified.: 
the difcourfe of the women, rude and unpolifhed as fhe was, co- 
vered her with confufion; and the brutal familiarity of the men 
filled her with indignation and difguft: her maid Betty, who had 
alfo attended her hufband, was the only perfon with whom fhe 
could converfe, and from whom fhe could hope the affiftance of 
which the was fo foon to ftand in need. 


In the mean time fhe found it difficult to fubfift; but accidentally 
hearing the name of an officer, whom fhe remembered to have 
vifited her mother foon after her marriage, fhe applied to him, told 
him her name, and requefted that he would afford her his pro- 
tection, and permit her to take care of his linen. With this re- 
queft the captain complied ; her circumftances became lefs diftreffed, 
and her mind more eafy : but new calamity fuddenly overtook her ; 
fhe faw her hufband march to an engagement in the morning, and 
faw him brought back defperately wounded at night. The next 
day he was removed in a waggon, with many others who were in 
the fame condition, to a place of greater fafety, at the diftance of 
about three leagues, where proper care might be taken of their 
wounds. She intreated the captain to let her go in the waggon 
with him; but to this he could not confent, becaufe the waggon 
would be filled with thofe who neither were able to walk, nor 
could be left behind. He promifed, however, that if fhe would 
tay till the next day, he would endeavour to procure her a paflage; 
but fhe chofe rather to follow the waggon on foot, than to be ab- 
{ent from her hufband. She could not, however, keep pace with 
it, and fhe reached the hofpital but juft time enough to kneel down 
by him upon fome clean ftraw, to fee him fink under the laft 
agony, and hear the groan that is repeated no more. ‘The fatigue 
of the journey, and the perturbation of her mind, immediately 
threw her into labour, and the lived but to be delivered of Meliffa, 
who was thus in the moft helplefs ftate, left without father, mother 
or friend, in a foreign country, in circumftances which could 
afford no hope of reward to the tendernefs that fhould attempt 
the prefervation of her life, and among perfons who were become 
obdurate and infenfible, by having been long ufed to fee every 


fpecies of diftrefs. 
Ir 
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Ir happened that, among thofe whom accident or diftrefS had 
brought together at the birth of Meliffa, there was a young wo- 
man, whofe husband had fallen in the late engagement, and who 
a few days before had loft a little boy that fhe fuckled. This per- 
_ fon, rather perhaps to relieve herfelf from an inconveniency, than 
in compaflion to the orphan, put it to her breaft: but whatever 
was her motive, fhe believed that the affording fuftenance to the 
living, conferred a right to the apparel of the dead, of which the 
therefore took poffeffion ; but in fearching her pocket fhe found 
only a thimble, the remains of a pocket looking-glafs, about the 
value of a penny in Dutch money, and the certificate of her mar- 
riage. The paper, which fhe could not read, fhe gave after- 
wards to the captain, who was touched with pity at the relation 
which an inquiry after his laundrefs produced. He commended the 
woman who had preferved the infant, and put her into the place of 
its mother. This encouraged her to continue her care of it till the 
captain returned to England, with whom fhe alfo returned, and 
became his fervant. 


Tus gentleman, as foon as he had fettled his immediate 
concerns, fent Meliffla under the care of her nurfe to her grand- 
father ; and inclofed the certificate .of her mother’s marriage in a 
letter containing an account of her death, and the means by which 
the infant had been preferved : he knew that thofe who have been 
once dear to us, by whatever offence they may have alienated our 
affection when living, are generally remembered with tendernefs 
when dead ; and that after the grave has fheltered them from our 
refentment, and rendered reconciliation impoffible, we often regret 
as fevere that conduct which before we approved as juft. He 
therefore hoped, that the parental fondnefs which an old man had 
once felt for his daughter, would revive at the fight of her offspring ; 
that the memory of her fault would be loft in the fenfe of her mi 
fortunes; and that he would endeavour to atone for that inexorable 
refentment which produced them, by cherithing a life to which the 
had, as it were, transferred her own. But in thefe expectations, 
however reafonable, he was miftaken. The old man, when he 
was informed by the meflenger that the child the held in her arms 
was his grandaughter, whom fhe was come to put under his pro- 
tection, refufed to examine the contents of the letter, and dif- 
mified her with menaces and infult. The knowledge of every 
uncommon event foon becomes general in a country town. An 
uncle of Meliffa’s, who had been rejected by his father for having 
married his maid, heard this frefh inftance of his brutality with 
grief and indignation; he fent immediately for the child and the 
letter, and affured the fervant that his niece fhould want nothing 

which 
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which he could beftow; to beftow much indeed was not in his 
power, for his father having obftinately perfifted in his refentment, 
his forty fupport was a little farm which he rented of the “fquire ;. 
but as he was a good ceconomift and had no children of his own, 
he lived decently 3 ; nor did he throw away content, becaufe His 
father had denie d him affluence. 


Mrzissa, who was compaffionated for her mother’s misfor- 
tunes, of which her uncle had been particularly informed by her 
maid Betty, who had returned a widow to her friends in the 
country, was not lefs beloved for her own good qualities: fhe was 
taught to read and write, and work at ie needle, as foon as fhe 
was able to learn ; and fhe was taken notice of by all the gentry as 
the ase eirl tit the place: but her aunt died when fhe was 
about eleven years old, and before fhe was thirteen fhe oft her 
anacle. 


‘SHE was now again thrown back upon the world, {till helplefs,’ 
though her wants were increafed, and wretched-in proportion as’ 
fhe batt known happinefs: fhe looked back with anguifh, and 
forward with diftraction: a fit of crying had juft afforded her a 
momentary relief, when the ’{quire, who had been informed of the’ 
death of his tenant, fent for her to his houfe. This gentleman had 
heard her ftory from her uncle, and was unwilling that a Jife’ 
which’ had been preferved almoft by miracle, fhould at laft be’ 
abandoned to mifery; he therefore determined to receive her into 
his family, not as a fervant but as a companion to his daughter, 
a young lady finely sla Limi and now about fifteen. The 

old ‘gentleman was touched with her diftrefs, and mifs received - 
her with great tendernefs and complacency: fhe wiped away 
her tears, and of the intollerable anguith of her. mind nothing’ 
remained but a tender remembrance of her uncle, whom fhe loved ° 
and reverenced as a parent. ‘She had now courage to examine the 
contents of a little box which he had put into her hands: juft be- 
fore he expired; fhe found in it only the certificate of her mother’s: 
marriage, enclofed in the captain’s letter, and‘an account of the 
events achat have been before related, which -her uncle had put 
down as they came to his knowledge : the train of mournful’ 
ideas that now rufhed upon her mind raifed emotions, which: if’ 
they could not be fuppreffed by reafon, were foon deftroyed a | 


their-own violence. 
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ay N this family, which in a few weeks after re- 
turned to London, Meliffa foon became a fa- 
vourite: the good “fquire feemed to confider 
her as his child, and mifs as her fifter; fhe 
was taught dancing and mufic, introduced to 
the beft company, elegantly dreffed, and al- 

J LOSS lowed fuch fums as were neceflary for trivial 
expences. abr {eldom fuffers the dread of to-morrow to intrude 
upon the enjoyment of to-day, but rather regards prefent felicity as 
the pledge of future: Melifla was probably as happy as if fhe had 
been in the a€tual pofleffion of a fortune, that to the eafe and 
{plendor which fhe enjoyed already, would have added ftability 
and independence. 

SHE was now in her eighteenth year, and the only fon of her 
benefactor was juft come from the univerfity to {pend the winter 
with his father in town, he was charmed with her perfon, beha- 
viour, and difcourfe; and what he could not but admire he took 
every any to commend: fhe foon perceived that he fhewed 
particular marks of refpect to her, when he thought they would 
not be perceived by others; and that he endeavoured to recommend 
himfelf by an officious affiduity, and a diligent attention to the 
moft minute circumftances that might contribute to her pleafure : 
but this behaviour of the young gentleman, however it might 
gratify her vanity, could not fail iG alarm ae fear; fhe fel, 
that if what fhe had remarked in his conduct fhould be perceived 
by his father or fifter, the peace of the family would be deftroyed; 
and that fhe muft either be fhip-wrecked in the ftorm, or thrown 
over-board to appeafe it. She therefore affected not to bag 
I that 
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that more than a general complaifance was intended by her lover; 
and hoped that he would thus be difcouraged from making an ex- 
plicit declaration: but though he was mortified at her difregard of 
that which he knew fhe could not but fee, yet he determined to 
addtefs her in fuch terms as fhould not leave this provoking neu- 
trality in her power: though he reverenced her virtue, yet he 
feared too much the anger of his father to think of making her 
his wife ; and he was too deeply enamoured of her beauty, to re- 
linquith his hopes of poffefling her as a miftrefs. An opportunity 
for the execution of his purpofe was not long wanting: fhe re- 
ceived his general profeflions of love with levity and merriment ; 
but when fhe perceived that his view was to feduce her to proftitu- 
tion, fhe buri{t into tears, and fell back in an agony unable.to 
fpeak: he was immediately touched with grief and remorfe; 
his tendernefs was alarmed at her diftrefs, and. his efteem increafed 
by her virtue; he catched her in his arms, and as an atonement 
for the infult fhe had received, he offered her marriage; but as 
her chaftity would not fuffer her to become his miftrefs, neither 
would her gratitude permit her to become his wife; and as foon 
as fhe was fufficiently recollected, fhe intreated. him never more 
to urge her to violate the obligation {he was under either to herfelf 
or to her benefactor. ‘‘ Would not, faid fhe, the prefence of a 
wretch whom you had feduced from innocence and peace to re- 
morfe and guilt, perpetually upbraid you? and would you not al- 
ways fear to be betrayed by a wife, whofe fidelity no kindnets 
could. fecure, who had broken all the bands that reftrain the 
generous and the good; and who by an act of the moft flagitious 
ingratitude had at once reached the pinacle of guilt, to which others 
afcend by imperceptible gradations?” 

Turse objeCions, though they could neither be obviated nor 
evaded, had yet no tendency to fubdue defire: he loved with 
greater delicacy, but with more ardour; and as he could not al- 
ways forbear expoftulations, neither could fhe always filence them 
in fuch.a manner as might moft effectually prevent their being re- 
peated. Such was one morning the fituation of the two lovers: 
he had taken her hand into his, and was {peaking with great earn- 
eftnefs, while fhe regarded him with a kind of timorous compla- 
cency, and liftened to him with an attention which her heart con- 
demned : his father, in this tender moment, in which their powers 
of perception were mutually engroffled by each other, came near 
enough to hear that his heir had made propofals of marriage, and 
retired without their knowledge. 

As he did not dream that fuch a propofal could poffibly be re- 
jected by a girl in Meliffa’s fituation, imagining that every wo nan 
believed her virtue to be inviolate if her perfon was not proftituted, 
he took his meafures accordingly. It was near the time in which 
his family had been ufed to remove into the country : he therefore 
gave orders that every thing fhould be immediately prepared for the 

journey, 
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journey , and that the coach fhould be ready at fix the next morn- 
ing, a man and horfe being difpatched in the mean time to give 
notice of their arrival. The young folks were a little furprifed at 
this fudden removal; but though the {quire was a good natured 
man, yet as he gover ned his famiiy with high authority, and as they 
perceived fomething had offended him, they did not inquire the 
reafon, nor indeed did they fufpect it. Melifla packed up her 
things as ufual; and in the morning the young gentleman and his 
fifter having by their father’s orders got into the “coach, he called 
Meliffa into the parlour; where ina few words, but wih great a- 
crimony, he reproached | her with having formed a ueeen to marry 
his fon without his confent, an act of ingratitude which he faid 
juftified him in upbraiding her with the favours which he had. al- 
ready conferred upon her, and in arefolution he had taken that a 
Bank bill of so/. which he then put into her hand, thould be the 
laft; adding, that he expected fhe fhould within one week leave 
the houfe. To this heavy charge fhe was not in a condition to 
reply; nor did he {tay to fee whether fhe would attempt it, but 
. got into the coach which immediately drove from the door. 
Hus was Meliffaa third time, by a fudden and unexpected 
ie tion, expofed to penury and dift refs, with this aggravation, that 
eafe and itihenae were become habitual ; and that though fhe was 
not fo helplefs as at the death of her uncle, fhe was expofed to yet 
greater danger; for few that have been ufed to flumber upon 
down and rake to feftivity, can refift the allurements of vice who 
{till offers eafe and plenty, when the alternatives are a flock-bed 
and a garret, fhort meals, coarfe apparel, and perpetual labour. 
Merttissa, as foon as fhe had recovered from the ftupor which 
had feized her upon fo aftonifhing and dreadful a change of for- 
tune, determined not to accept the bounty of a perfon who ima- 
gined her to be unworthy of it; nor to attempt her juftification 
while it would render her veracity fufpected, and appear to pro- 
ceed only from the hope of being reftored to a ftate of {plendid 
dependence, from which jealoufy or caprice might again at any time 
remove her, without caufe and without notice: fhe had not, indeed, 
any hope of being ever able to defend herfelf againft her accufer upon 
equal terms; nor did fhe know how to fubfift a fingle day, when 
fhe had feturried his bill and-quitted his houfe: yet “fach was the 
dignity of her fpirit, that fhe immediately inclofed it in a blank 
cover, directed to him at his country-feat, and calling up the maid 
who had been left to take care of the houfe, fent her immediate]; y 
with it to the Poft-office. The tears then burft out, which the 
agitation of her mind had before reftrained; and ‘wie the fervant 
rethened fhe told her all that had happened, and afked her advice 
what the fhould do. The girl, after the firft emotions of wonder 
and pity had fubfided, told her that fhe had a fifter who lod lged 
ina reputable houfe and took in plain- work, to whom fhe would 


be welcome as fhe could afatt herin her bufinefs, of which sede 
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had often more than fhe could do; and with whom fhe might 
continue till fome more elegible fituation could be obtained. Me- 
liffa liftened to this propofal as to the voice of Heaven; her 
mind was fuddenly relieved from the moft tormenting perplexity, 
from the dread of wandering about without money or employ- 
ment, expofed to the menaces of a beadle, or the infults of the 
rabble: fhe was in hafte to fecure her good fortune, and felt 
fome degree of pain left the fhould lofe it by the earlier applica- 
tion of another; fhe therefore went immediately with the maid to 
her fitter, with whom it was foon agreed that Meliffa fhould work 
for her board and lodging; for fhe would not confent to accept as 
a gift, that which fhe could by.any means deferve as a payment. 

W ui re Meliffa was journeywoman to a perfon, who but a few 
weeks before would have regarded her with envy, and approached her 
with confufion; it happened that a fuit of linen was brought from 
the milliner’s wrapped up in a news-paper: the linen was put into 
the work bafket, and the paper being thrown carelefsly about, 
Meliffa at laft catched it up and was about to read it; but perceiving 
that it had been publifhed a fortnight was juft going to put it in- 
to the fire, when by an accidental glance fhe faw her father’s 
name; this immediately engaged her attention, and with great 
perturbation of mind fhe read an advertifement, in which her fa- 
ther, faid to have left his friends about eighteen years before, 
and to have entered either into the army or the navy,was directed to 
apply to a perfon in Staples-Inn who could inform him of fomething 
greatly to his advantage. To this perfon Meliffa applied with all 
the ardour of curiofity, and all the tumult of expectation: fhe 
was informed that the elder brother of the perfon mentioned in 
the advertifement, was lately dead unmarried; that he was poffeffed 
of 15oo0/. a year, 500/. of which had defcended to him from his 
father, and rooo/. had been left him by an uncle, which upon 
his death, there being no male heir, ‘had been claimed by his fi- 
ters; but that a miftrefs who had lived with him many years, 
and who had been treated by the fuppofed heirefles with too much 
feverity and contempt, had in the bitternefs of her refentment 
publifhed the advertifement, having heard in the family that there 
was a younger brother abroad. 

Tue conflict of different paffions that were at once excited 
“with uncommon violence in the breaft of Meliffa, deprived her 
for atime of the power of reflexion ; and when fhe became more 
calm fhe knew not by what method to attempt the recovery of her 
right: her mind was bewildered amidft.a thoufand poffibilities, 
and diftrefled by the apprehenfion that all might prove ineffe@tual. 
After much thought and many projects, fhe recollected that the 
captain, whofe fervant brought her to England, could probably 
aftord her more affiftance than any other perfon: as he had been 
often pointed out to her in public places by the ’fquire, to whom 
her ftory was well known, fhe was acquainted with his p2rfon, 

and 
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and knew that within a few months he was alive: the foon ob- 
tained directions to his houfe, and being readily admitted to a con- 
ference, fhe told him, with as much prefence of mind as fhe could, 
that fhe was the perfon whom his compaifion sh contributed to 
preferve when an infant, in confirmation of whic » the produced 
his letter and the certificate which it inclofed; aise by the death 
of her father’s elder brother, whofe family the had never known, 
fhe was become intitled to a re confiderable eftate; but that the 
knew not what evidence would be neceflary to fupport her claim 
how fuch evidence was to be produced, nor with whom to intruft 
the management of an affair, in Salbichtprdsishial de Aucdelienndk 
be employed againft her. ‘The old captain received her with that 
eafy politene(s which is almoft peculiar to his profeffion, and with 2 
warmth of benevolence that is feldom found in any: he congrat 
lated her upon fo happy and unexpected an event ; and without he 
parade-of oftentatious liberality, without extorting an explicit con- 
feffion of her indigence, he gave her a letter to his lawyer, in whom 
he faid fhe might rath the utmoft fecurity confide, and with whom 
fhe would have nothing more to do than to tell her ftory: and do 
not, faid he, doubt of ices for I willbe ready to teftify what I 
know of the affair whenever | {hall be called upon; and th 
who was prefent at your birth and brought you over, {till lives with 
ame, and upon this occafion may do you fignal fervice. 

Mon IssA departed, melted with gratitude and elated with hope. 
The gentleman, to aliges the captain’s letter was a tecommenda- 
tion, ‘profecuted her claim with fo much fall and afliduity, that 
within a few months fhe was put into the pofieflion of her eftate. 
Her firft care was to wait upon the captain, to whom fhe now 
owed not only life but a fortune: he received her acknowledgements 
with a pleafure, which only thofe who merit it can enjoy 5 and 
infifted that fhe fhould draw upon him for fuch fums as fhe thould 
want before her rents became due. She then took very handfome 
ready furnifhed lodgings, and determined immediately to — 
her conduct to the fquire, whofe kindnefs fhe ftill remembered, 
and whofe refentment fhe had forgiven. With this view fhe fet 
out in a chariot and fix attended by two fervants in livery on horfe- 
back, and proceeded to his country feat, from whence the family 
was not returned: fhe had lain at an inn within fix miles bo, the 
place, and when the chariot drove up to the door, as it was early 
in the morning, fhe could perceive the fervants run to anc fe: ro In a 
hurry, and the young lady and her brother gazing through the 
window to fee if they knew the livery: fhe remarked every cir- 
cumftance which denoted her own importance with exultation; 
and enjoyed the folicitude which her prefence i ae among 
thofe, from whofe fociety fhe had fo lately been driven with alan 
and indignati on. 

SHE now increafed their wonder, by fending in a fervant to ac- 
quaint the old gentleman, that a lady defired to fpeak with him 
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about urgent bufinefs, which would not however long detain him: 
he courteoufly invited the lady to honour him with her commands, 
hafted into his beft parlour, adjufted his wig, and put himéfelf in 
the beft order to receive her; the alighted, and difplayed avery 
rich undrefs which correfponded with the elegance of her chariot, 
and the modith appearance of her fervants. She contrived to hide 
her face as fhe went up the walk, that fhe might not be known 
too foon; and was immediately introduced to her old friend, to 
whom the foon difcovered herfelf to his great aftonifhment, and 
sefore he had recovered his prefence of mind fhe addrefled him to 
this effeat. “ You fee, fir, an orphan who is under the greateft 
obligations to your bounty, but who has been equally injured by 
your fufpicions. When I was a dependant upon your liberality, I 
would not affert my innocence, becaufe I could not bear to be fuf- 
pected of falfhood; but I affert it now Iam the poflefior of a pater- 
nal eftate, becaufe I cannot bear to be fufpected of ingratitude: that 
your fon prefied me to marry him, 1s true; but it is alfo true that 
IT refufed him, becaufe I would not difappoint your hopes and im- 
poverith your potterity.” ‘The old gentleman’s confufion was in- 
creafed by the wonders that crowded upon him: he firft made fome 
attempts to apologize for his fufpicions with aukwardnefs and hefi- 
tation; then doubting the truth of appearances, he broke off abruptly 
and remained filent; then reproaching himfelf, he began to con- 
eratulate her upon her good fortune, and again defifted before he had 
finifhed the complement. Melifia perceived his perplexity and 
guefied the caufe, fhe was. therefore about to account more parti- 
cularly for the fuddden change of her circumftances: but mifs, 

whofe maid had brought her intelligence from the fervants, that the 
lady’s name who was with her papa was Meliffa, and that fhe was 
lately come to a great eftate bythe death of her uncle, could no longer 
reftrain the impatience of her affection and joy; fhe rufhed into the 
room and fell upon her neck, with a tranfport that can only be 

felt by friendfhip and exprefied by tears. When this tender filence 

was paft, the {cruples of doubt were foon obviated; the reconcilia- 

tion was reciprocal and fincere; the father led out his gueft, and 
prefented her to his fon with an apology for his conduct to them both. 

Me tissa had befpoke a dinner and beds at the inn, but fhe was 

not fuffered to return. Within a few weeks fhe became the daughter 

of her friend, who gave her hand to his fon, with whom fhe fhared 
many years that happinefs which is the reward of virtue. They had 

feveral children, but none furvived them; and Meliffa, upon the 
‘death of her hufband, which happened about feven years ago, re- 

tired wholly from town to her eftate in the country, where the lived 

beloved and died in peace. 
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Jo the ADVENTURER. 


CL SEDs Should be forry to take off your attention from 
4¢ 92 matters of greater moment ; and to divert you 
from the fpeculation of faults that prefent 
themfelves dire@tly before your eyes, by de- 
2 firing you to contemplate the enormities that 

7 Boy 6 hang over your head. It has been cuftomary, 
I know, with you writers of effays, to treat the fubject of Srcens in 
a very ludicrous manner: for my part, I cannot help thinking, that 
it deferves a more ferious confideration. The attacks of your pre- 
deceflors on the abfurdities which tradefmen ufually commit in 
thefe pendant advertifements, have been very flight,and confequently 
have produced no falutary effect: blunders have to this day been 
K handed 
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handed down from matter to ’prentice, without any regard paid: 
‘to their remonftrances; and itis left to the {tardy ADVENTURER, 
if he pleafes, to combat thefe monftrous incongtuities, and to.re- 
culate their Babel-like confufion. 
Tam at prefent but an humble journey-man fign-painter in Harp- 
ie : for though the ambition of my parents defigned that I 
hould emulate the immortal touches of a Raphael-or a Titian, yet 
fie want of tafte among my countrymen, and their prejudice a- 
gainft every artift who, is a native, have degraded me to the . 
miferable neceffity, as Shaftefbury fays, “ of iluftrating prodigies 
“in fairs, and adorning heroic fign-pofts.” However, as I have 
{tudied to improve even this meaneft exercife of the pencil, I in- 
tend to fet up for myfelf; and, under the favour of your -.coun- 
tenance, ‘to reduce the vague practice of SIGN-PAINTING to fome 
{tandard of elegance and propriety. With your leave I thall hang 
out your own face, as an invitation to cuftomers; not doubting, 
but that the pourtrait of the ADVENTURER will hereafter be mono- 


polized.by all our profeffion, as the patron.of our art. 


Iv cannot be doubted, but that-SrcNs were intended originally to 
exprefs the feveral occupations of their owners; and to bear fome 
affinity in their external defignations, with the wares to be dif- 
pofed of, or the bufinefs carried on within. Hencethe Hand and 
‘Shears is juftly appropriated to taylors; as the Hand and Pen is to 
writing-mafters; though the very reverend and right worthy order 
of my neighbours the Fleet-parfons, have < Bsa it to, themfelves 
as amark of marriages per -formed without impofition. "The Wool- pack. 
plainly points out to us a Woollen- Draper the Naked Bay elegantly: : 
we us of the neceffity of cloathing; and the Golden Fleece: 
figuratively denotes the riches of our flaple commodity: but are, 
not the Hen and:Chickens and the Three Pidgeons, the unqueftionable 
right of the poulterer ; and not to be ufurped by the venders of 


woollen, filk or linen? 


le would be endlefs to enumerate the grofs blunders committed 

in this,point, by almoft every branch of trade, I fhall; therefore, 
confine myfelf chiefly to the numerous fraternity of Publicans; 
whofe extravagance .in this affair .calls. aloud for reprehenfion and 
eftraint, 
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reftraint. ‘Their modeft anceftors were contented with a plain 
bough ftuck nt before their doors; whence arofe the wife proverb, 
Good wine needs no bufh: but how bay they fince deviated from their 
ancient fimplicity! They have ranfacked earth, air, and feas; called 
down fun, moon, and ftars, to their affiftance, and exhibited all the 
smonfters that ever teemed from fantaftic imagination. Their Hogs 
in Armour, their Blue Boars, Black Bears, Green Dragons, and 
Golden Lions, have already been fufficiently .expofed by your bro- 
‘ther effay writers. 


-——Sus horridus, atraque Tigris, 
Squamofufgue Draco, et fulvdcervice Leena. Virc. 


It is nowonder that thefe gentlemen who indulge themfeives in 
‘fuch unwatrantable liberties, fhould have fo little regard to the 
choice of ‘Signs adapted to their y/lery. There .can ‘be no-ob- 
jeCtion made to the Bunch of Grapes, the Rummer, or the Luns : 
but would net any one inguire for.a Hofer at the Leg, or fora 
Lockfauth at the Crofs-keys? and who would expect any thing but 
water to be fold at the Fountain? The Turk’s Head may fairly in- 
‘timate that a Seraglio is kept within: the Rofe may be {trained to 
{ome propriety of meaning, as the bufinefs there tranfacted may 
be faid to ‘be done .wnder the Rofe: but why muft the gel, the 
Lamb, and the Mitre, be the.defignations of the feats .of drunken- 


enef{s or proftitution: ? 


Some -regard “fhould likewife be :paid by tradefmen to their 
fituation:; or, inother words, to the propriety of place: and in this 
too the publicans are notorioufly faulty, The King’s Arms, and the 
Star and Garter, are aptly enough placed at the court end of the 
town, and in the neighbourhood of the Royal Palace: Shakef- 
pear’s Head takes his ftation by one Play-houfe, and Ben ine 


7a 


EL 


_fows ‘by the other: Hel] is a publick-houfe adjoining to W: efi 
minfier-ball, as the Devil Tavern is to the lawyer's quarters m 
the Temple: but -what has the Grown to do es the "Change, -er 
the Gun, the Shzp or the Anchor, any where but at Tower-hil, 


at Wapping, or Deptford? 


Ir was certainly from a noble fpirit of doing honour to fuperior 


defert, that.our forefathers.ufed to hang out the J beads of thofe who 
were 
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were particularly eminent in their profefiions. Hence we fee Ga- 
Jen and Paracelfus exalted before the fhops of chymifts; and the 
great names of Fully, Dryden, Pope, &c. immortalized on the ru- 
bric pofts of book{elers, while their heads denominate the learned 
repofitories of their works. But I know not whence it happened, 
that publicans have claimed a right to the phyfiognomies of kings 
and heroes, as I cannot find out by the moft painful refearches that 
there is any alliance between them. Pontac and Lebec, as they 
vere excellent cooks, are the fit reprefentatives of /uxury; and 
Broughton, that renowned athletic champion, has an. indifputable 
right to put up Avs own bead, if he pleafes: but what reafon can 
there be, why the glorious Duke Wi illiam fhould draw porter, or 
the brave Admiral Vernon retail fip? Why muft Queen Anne keep 
a gin-fbop, and King Charles inform us of a feettle-ground ? Pro- 
priety of character, I think, requires, that thefe iluftrious per- 
fonages fhould be depofed from their lofty flations : and I would 

; recommend hereafter, that the A/derman’s efigy fhould accompany 
his Intire Butt Beer, and that the comely face of that public-fpirited 
patriot, who firfl reduced the price of punch, and raifed its reputation 
PRO BONO PUBLICO, fhould be fet up wherever 
three-pen’orth of warm rum is to be fold. 


I have been ufed to confider feveral S1Gwns, for the fre- 
quency of which it is difficult to give any other reafon, 
as fo many hieroglyphics with a hidden meaning, faty- 
rizing the follies of the people, or conveying inftruétion to the 
pafier-by. Iam afraid that the ftale jeft on our fober citizens 
gave rife to fo many Horns in the public ftreets ; and the number 
of Cajiles floating with the wind, was probably defigned as a ri- 
dicule on thofe caftles in the air, ereéted on bafelefs foundations 
by foaring projectors. Tumble-down Dick, in the Borough of 
Southwark, is a fine moral on the inftability of greatnefs and the 
confequences of ambition: but there is a moft ill-natured farcafm 
againft the fair fex exhibited on a fign in Broad St. Giles’s, of a 
headlefs female figure, called the Good Woman. 


Quale 
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— Quale portentum neque militaris 
Dauma in latis alit efculetis, 
Nec ube tellus generat leonum 

Aida nutrix. 


Hor. 


_ A difcerning eye may alfo difcover in many of our figns evident 
marks of the religion prevalent among us before the reformation. 
Saint George, as the tutelary faint of this nation, may efcape the 
cenfure of fuperftition ; but St. Dunfian with bis tongs ready to take 
hold of Satan’s nofe, and the legions of Angels, Nuns, Croffes, 
and Holy Lambs, certainly had their origin in the ages of Pépery, 


Amon the many Srens, which are appropriated to fome parti- 
cular bufinefs, and yet have not the leaft connection with it, Ican- 
not, as yet, find any relation between d/ue dalls and pawnbrokers ; 
nor could I conceive the intent of that Jong pole jutting out at the 
entrance of a Jarber’s hop, till a friend of mine, a learned etymo- 
logift and gloffariographer, affured me, that the ufe of this pole 
took its rife from the corruption of an old Englith word. “ It is 
** probable,” fays he, ‘* that our primitive tonfors ufed to ftick 
“‘ up a wooden block, or head, or Pott, as it was then called, 
“ before their fhop-windows, to denote their occupation; and 
“¢ that afterwards, through a confounding of different things with 
«*“a like pronunciation, they put up that particoloured ‘ftaff of an 
“© enormous length, which is now calleda Pots, and appropri- 
‘ ated only to barbers.” 


wn 


Tue fame obfervations might be extended to other methods 
that tradefmen make ufe of to attract the public notice. Thus 
the card-manufacturers ftamp upon their packs the figure perhaps 
of Harry the exghth, or the Great Mogul; though I cannot find in 
hiftory, that either of thofe monarchs played at cards: it would 
therefore be more in character to give us a picture of the Groom- 
Porter, or of that mafter of the fcience, the celebrated Hoyle, who 
has compofed an elaborate treatife on every fafhionable gaine. . I 
cannot but admire however the ingenious devices of tobacconitts, 

Oné 
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one of whom tells you, in a compartment ornamented with all the 
enfigns of free-mafonry, that his weed is The bef by Farr ; while 
another reprefents half a dozen jolly fellows, {moking round a table 
with labels iffuing from their mouths—I?’s good tobacco—It fmokes 
well—Whofe is it?—Grizzell’s—Where does he live?—In Watling- 


frreet. 


I could point out to you many more enormities; but leaft I 
fhould exceed the limits of your paper, I fhall at prefent conclude 
with affuring you, that Iam 

Your devoted humble Servant, 


A Puinre CARMINE. 
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SATURDAY, December 9, 1752. 





Da, Pater, augufiam menti confcendere fedem ; 
Da fontem luftrare boni; da, luce reperté, 
In Te confpicuos animi defigere vifus ! BoreTHu. 


4634 OTHING has offended me more, than 
the manner in which fubjects of eternal mo- 
ment are often treated. To difpute on moral 
and theological topics, is become a fafhion ; 
and it is ufual with perfons, of whom it is 
no reproach to fay they are ignorant, becatife 
their opportunities of gaining knowledge have 
been few, to determine with the utmoft confidence upon que- 


tions. to which no human intellect is equal. In almoft every 
L tavern 
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tavern and every alehoufe, illiterate petulance prates of fitnefs 
and virtue, of freedom and fate ; and it is common to hear dif- 
putes concerning everlafting happinefs and mitery, the myfteries 
of religion, and the attributes of Gop, intermingled with leudnefs 
and blafphemy, or at leaft treated with wanton negligence and ab- 


furd merriment. 


For leudnefs and blafphemy, it is hoped no apology will fe- 
rioufly be offered: and it is probable, that if the queftion in de- 
bate was which of the difputants fhould be hanged on the mot 
row, it would be conducted with decency and gravity, as a matter. 
of fome importance: that rifible good-humour, and that noble 
freedom, of which they appear to be fo fond, would be thought 
not well to agree with their fubje@ ; nor would either of the gen- 
‘tlemen be much delighted, if an argument intended to demon- 
ftrate that he would within a few hours be fufpended on a gibbet, 
fhould be embellifhed with a witty allufion to a button and loop, 
-or a jocular remark that it would effeCtually fecure him from fu- 
ture accidents either by land or water. And yet the juftice and 
amercy of OmnipoTence, the life and death of the foul, are. 
‘treated with ridicule and {port and it is contended, that with ri- 
dicule and {port they ought always to be treated. 


Bur the effet, as well as the manner of thefe fafhionable dif- 
“putes, is always ill: they tend to eftablifh what is called natural 
religion, upon the ruins of CurisTrAniTy; and a man has no 
‘fooner ftiled himfelf a moral philofopher, than he finds that his 
duty both to ‘Gop and man is contracted into a very {mall com- 
pafs, and may be practifed with the greateft facility. Yet as this 
effect is not always apparent, the-unwary are frequently deluded 
‘into fatal error, and imagine they are attaining the higheft degree 
of moral excellence, while they are infenfibly lofing the principles 
upon which alone temptation can’be refifted, and a fteady perfe- 
verance in well doing fecured. 


AMONG other favourite and unfufpected topics, is the ex- 
cellency of Virtue. Virtue is faid neceffarily to produce its own 


happinefs, 


Noro. THE ADVENTURER. 57 


happinefs, and to be conftantly and adequately its own reward ; as 
vice, on the contrary, never fails to produce mifery, and inflict 
upon itfelf the punifhment it deferves; propofitions, of which 
every one is ready to affirm, that they may be admitted without 
{cruple, and believed without danger! But from hence it is in- 
ferred, that future rewards and punithments are not neceflary, 
either to furnifh adequate motives to the practice of virtue, or to 
juftify the ways of Gop: in confequence of their being not ne- 
ceflary, they become doubtful; the Dzrry is lefs and lefs the 
object of fear and hope; and as virtue is faid to be that which 
produces ultimate good below, whatever is tuppofed to produce 
valtimate good below is faid to be virtue: right and wrong are 
confounded, becaufe remote confequences cannot perfectly be 
‘known; the principal barrier by which appetite and paffion are 
reftrained, is broken down; the remonftrances of confcience are 
overborne by fophiftry ; and the acquired and habitual fhame of 
vice is fubdued by the perpetual efforts of vigorous refiftance. 


But the inference from which thefe dreadful confequences pro- 
ceed, however plautible, is not juft; nor does it appear from ex- 
perience, that the premiffes are true. 


Tuat Virtue ALONE 1s.happinefs BELOW, 1s indeed a maxim in 
‘{peculative morality, which all the treafures of learning have been 
Javifhed to fupport, and all the flowers of wit collected to recom- 
amend: it has been the favourite of {ome among the wifeft and 
‘beft of mankind, in every generation; and is.at once venerable for 
‘its age, and lovely in the bloom.of a new youth. And yet if it be 
allowed, that they who languifh in difeafe and indigence, who fuf- 
fer pain, hunger and nakedneds, in obfcurity and folitude, are lefs 
happy than thofe, who, with the fame degree of virtue, enjoy 
health, and eafe, and pleaty, who are diftinguifhed by fame, and 
courted by fociety; it follows, that virtue alone is not efficient of 
happinefs, becaufe virtue cannot always beftow thofe things upon 


which happinefs.is confefled to depend. 


In 
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Ir is indeed true, that virtue in profperity enjoys more than 
vice; and that in adverfity fhe fuffers lefs: if profperity and ad- 
verfity, therefore, Were merely accidental to virtue and vice, it 
might be granted, that, fetting afide thofe things upon which moral 
conduct has no-influence as foreign to the queftion, every man 1s 
happy, either negatively or pofitively, in proportion as he is vir- 
tuous; though it were denied, that virtue alone could put into his 
poffeffion all that is effential to human felicity. 


Bur profperity and-adverfitvy, affluence and want, are not in- 
dependant upon moral conduct; external advantages are frequently 
obtained by vice, and forfeited by virtue; for as an eftate may be 
gained .by fecreting a will or loading a die, an eftate alfo be 
loft by witholding a vote or rejecting a jobb. 


ARe external advantages then too light to turn the feale? Will 
an act of virtue by which all are rejected, enfure more happinefs 
than an act of vice by which all are procured? Are the advantages 
which an eftate obtained by an act of vice beftows, overballanced 
through life by regret and remorfe? and the indigence and con- 
tumely that follow the lofs of conveniences which virtue has re- 
jected, more than compenfated by content and felf-approbation ? 


&. Tuat which is ill gotten, is not always ill ufed; nor is that 
which is well rejected, always remembered without regret. It is 
not to be fuppofed, that he, who by an act of fraud gained the 
poffeffion of a thoufand pounds a year, which he {pends in fuch a 
gratification of his appetites and paffions as is confiftent with health 
and reputation, in the reciprocation of -civilities among his equals, 
and fometimes in acts of bounty and munificence, and who ufes 
the power and influence which it gives him fo as to conciliate af- 
fe€tion and procure refpect; has lefs happinefs below, than if by a 
ftronger effort of virtue, he had continued in a {tate of dependance 
and poverty, neglected and defpifed, deftitute of any other means 
to exercife the focial affeCtions than mutual condolence with thofe 
who fuffer the fame calamity, and almoft wifhing in the bitternefs 
of his diftrefs that he had improved the opportunity which he had 
loft. 

Ir 
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Ir may indeed be urged, that the happinefs and infelicity of 
both thefe ftates are {till in exact proportion to virtue; that the af- 
fluence which was acquired by a fingle act of vice, is enjoyed only 
by the exercife of virtue; and that the penury incurred by a fingle 
-effort of virtue, is rendered affliCtive only by impatience and dif- 
content. 


But whether this be granted or denied, it remains true, that 
-happinefs in both thefe ftates is not equal; and that in one the 
‘means to enjoy life were acquired by vice, which in the other 
were loft by virtue. And if it be poffible by a fingle act of vice, 
‘to increafe happinefs upon.the whole of life; from what rational 
motives .can the temptation to that act be refifted? from none, 
furely, but fuch as arife from:the belief of a future ftate, in which 
virtue will be rewarded and vice punifhed: for to what can hap- 
pinefs be wifely facrificed, but to greater happinefs? and how can 
the ways of Gop be juftified, if a man by the irreparable injury 
of his neighbour becomes happier upon the whole, than he would 
‘have been ‘if he had obferved the eternal rule, and done to another 
“as he would that another fheuld do to him? 


Peruaprs I may be told, that to talk of facrificing happinefs 
‘to greater happinefs, as virtue, is abfurd; and that he who is re- 
{trained from fraud-or -violence, merely by the fear-of hell, is no 
more virtuous than he who is reftrained merely by the fear of 
-a gibbet. | 


Bur fuppofing thisto be true, -yet with refpec tofociety, mere 
external rectitude of conduc anfwers all the purpofes of virtue; 
and if I travel without being robbed, it is of little confequence 
to me, whether the perfons whom I met.on the road, were reftrained 
from attempting to invade my property by the fear of punifhment, 
-or the abhorrence of vice: fo that the gibbet, if it does not pro- 
duce virtue, is yet of fuch incenteftible.utility, that I believe thofe 
gentlemen would be very unwilling that it fhould be removed,who 
are notwithftanding fo zealous to fteel every breait againit the 
fear of damnation; nor would they be content, however negligent 
.of their fouls, that their property fhould be no otherwife fecured, 
than 


















































60 ‘TA E ADVENTURER. Dare: 


than by the power of moral beauty, and the prevalence of ideal 


en} oyments. 


Ir it be afked, how mora! agents became the fubjeéts of acci- 
dental and adventitious happinefs and mifery; and why they were 
placed in a ftate in which it frequently happens, that virtue only 
alleviates calamity, and vice only moderates delight; the anfwer of 
REVELATION 1s. known, and it -muft be the tafk of thofe who re- 
ject it to give a better: it is enough for me to have proved, that 
man is at prefent in fuch a ftate: I. pretend not to trace the uan- 
Jearchable ways of the ALMIGHTY, nor attempt topenetrate the dark- 
nefs that furrounds bis throne: but amidft this enlightened geneta- 
tion, in-which fuch multitudes can account for apparent obliqui- 
ties and. defects inthe natural and the moral world, I am content 
“with an humble expectation of that time, in which every thing that 
2s crooked fhall be. made firait, and every thing that.is.imperfect hall be 


done AWAY. 
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———— Ile potens fut 
Letufque deget, cut licet in diem 
Dixiffe, vixi: 








Hor. 
To the ADVENTURER. 


#58 T is the fate of all who do not live in necef- 

so fary or accidental obfcurity, who neither pafs 
undiftinguifhed through the vale of poverty, 
nor hide themfelves in the groves of folitude, 
to have a numerous acquaintance and few 
friends. 





AN acquaintance is a being who meets us with a fmile and a 
falute, who tells us in the fame breath that he is glad and forry 
M for 
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for the moft trivial good and ill that befals us, and yet who turns 
from us without regret, who fcarce wifhes to fee us again, whe 
forfakes us in hopelefs ficknefs or adverfity, and when we die re- 
members us no more. A friend is he with whom our intereft is 
united, upon’ whofe. participation all our pleafures depend; who 
fooths us in the fretfulnefS of difeafe, and chears us in the gloom’ 
of a prifon to whom when we.die even our remains are facred, 
who follows them with tears to the grave, and preferves our image 
in his heart. .A friend our calamities may grieve, and our wants 
may impoverifh, but neglect only can offend and unkindnefs 
alienate. Is it not therefore aftonifhing, that a friend fhould ever be 
alienated or offended? and can there be a ftronger inftance of the 
folly and caprice of mankind, than their witholding from thofe 
upon whom their happinefs is confefled to depend, that civility 
which they lavith upon others, without hope of any higher reward 
than a trivial and momentary gratification of their vanity, by an 
echo.of their.compliments and a return.of their obeyfance ? 


Or this caprice there are‘none who have more caufe to com- 
‘plain than myfelf., That 1am a.perfon of fome importance, has 
never yet been difputed: I am allowed to have great power to 
pleafe and to inftruét; I always contribute to the felicity of thofe 
by whom I am well treated; and I muft confefs, that I-am-never 
abufed without leaving marks of my refentment behind me. 


I am generally regarded as a friend; and there are few who 
could think of parting with me for the laft time, without the ut- 
mott regret folicitude and relutance. I know, wherever I come, 
that I have been the object of defire and hopes and that the plea- 
fure which I am expected to diffufe, has, like all others, been en- 
joyed by anticipation. ‘By the young and gay, thofe whovare en- 
tering the world either asa fcene of bufinefs.or pleafure, Iam fre- 
quently defired with uch impatience, that although every mo- 
ment brings’ on wrinkles and decrepitude with irrefiftible rapi- 
dity, they would be willing that the time of my abfence fhould 
be annihilated, and the approach of wrinkles and decrepitude ren- 
dered yet moré precipitate. There.cannot furely be {tronger evidence 

| et. than 
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than this of my influence upon their happinefs, or of their af- 
fection for me: and yet the tranfport with which I.am at firft re- 
ceived quickly fubfides ; they appear to grow weary of my com- 
pany; they would again fhorten life to haften the hour of my 
departure, and they reflect upon the length of my vifit with 
regret. 


To the aged I confefs I am not able to procure equal advan- 
tages: and yet there are fome of thefe who have been remarkable 
for their virtue, among'whom I experience more conftant recipro- 
cations of friendfhip. I never heard that they expreffed an impa- 
tient expectation of me when abfent, nor do they receive me with 
rapture when'I come; but while I ftay they treat me with com- 
placency and good humour ; and in proportion as their firft addrefs 
is lefs violent, the whole tenour of their condué is more equal ; | 
they fuffer me to leave them in an evening without importunity te 
prolong my vifit, and think of my departure with indifference. 


You will perhaps imagine that I am diftinguifhed by fome 
ftrange fingularity, of which the uncommon treatment that I re- 
ceive is a’confequence. As few can judge with impartiality of 
their own character, none are believed merely upon their own 
‘evidence who affirm it to be good: I will therefore defcribe to 
you the manner in which Iam received by perfons of very dif- 
ferent ftations capacities and employments. The facts hall be 
exhibited without falfe colouring; I will neither fupprefs, foften 
nor exaggerate any circumftance, by which the natural and genuine 
ftate of thefe facts may be difcovered, and I know that your 
fagacity will do me juftice. 


In fummer I rife-very early; and the firft perfon that I fee is a 
peafant at his work, who generally regards me with a fmile, though 
he feldom participates of my bounty. His labour is fcarce ever 
fufpended while Iam with him; yet .he always talks of me 
with complacency, ‘and-never treats me with neglect or inde- 
corum, except perhaps on a holiday, when he has been tippling ; 
and this I can eafily overlook, though he commonly receives a hint 

of 
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of bis fault the next morning, that he may be more upon his guard 


for the future. 


Bu.r though in the country I have reafon to be beft fatished 
with the behaviour of thofe whom I firft fee, yet in my early 
walks in town I am almoft fure to be infulted. As foon as the 
wretch, who has paffed the night at a tavern or a gaming table, 
perceives me at a diftance, he begins to mutter curfes again{ft me, 
tho’ he knows they will. be fulfilled upon himfelf, and is im- 
patient till he can bar his door, and hide himfelf in bed. 


I have one fifter, and though her complexion is very dark, yet 
{he is not without her charms: fhe is, I confefs, faid to look beft 
by candiclight, in her jewels, and at.a public place, where the 
{plendor of her drefs and the multiplicity of other objects, prevent 
too minute an examination of her perfon. Some good judges have 
fancied, though perhaps a little whimfically, that there is fomething 
inexpreffibly pleafing in her by moonlight, a kind of placid eafe, 
a gentle Janguor which foftens her features, and gives new grace to 
her manner: they fay too, that fhe is beft difpofed to be agreeable 
company ina walk, under the chequered fhade of a grove, along 
the green banks of ariver, or upon the fandy beach by the fea. 


My fifter’s principles in many particulars differ from mine; but 
there has been always fuch a harmony between us, that fhe feldom 
{miles upon thofe who have fuffered me to pafs with a contemp- 
tuous negligence ; much lefs does fhe ufe her influence, which is 
very great, to procure any advantage for thofe who drive me from 
their prefence with outrage and abufe; and yet none are more af- 
fiduous in their addrefles, nor intrude longer upon her privacy, 
than thefe who are moit implacably my enemies. 


SHE is generally better received by the poor than the rich; and 
indeed fhe feldom vifits the indigent and the wretched, without 
bringing fomething for their relief: yet thofe who are moft folici- 
tous to engage her in parties of pleafure, and are feen longeft in 


her company, are always fufpected of fome evil defign. 
You 
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You will perhaps think there is fomething enigmatical in all 
this; and left you fhould not yet be able to difcover my true cha- 
racter fufficiently to engage you in my intereft, Iwill give you a 
fhort hiftory of the incidents that have happened to me during the 
laft eight hours. 


Ir is now four o'clock in the afternoon: about feven I rofe ; foon 
after, asl was walking by the dial in Covent-Garden, I was per- 
ceived by a man well drefled, who appeared to have been fleeping 
under one of the fheds, and whom a watchman had juft told that 
I was approaching: after attempting to {wear feveral oaths, and 
ftaggering a few paces, he fcowled at me under his hat, and infulted 
me indirectly, by telling the watchman as well as he could, that he 
had fat in company with my fifter till he became too drunk to find 
his way home, which neverthelefs he had attempted ; and that he: 
hated the fight of me as he hated the devil; he then defired that a 
coach or a chair might be immediately called to carry him from my 


prefence. 


AsouT nine, I vifited a young lady who could not fee me, be- 
caufe fhe was but juft returned from a rout. I went next to a 
{tudent in the Temple, who received me with great joy ; but told 
me, that he was going to dine with a gentleman, whofe daughter 
he had long courted, and who at length, by the interpofition of 
friends, had been perfuaded to confent to the match, though feveral 
others had offered a larger fettlement. From this interview I had 
no defire to detain him; and about twelve I founda young prodigal, 
to whom I had afforded many opportunities of felicity, which he 
neglected to improve; and whom I had {carce ever left without 
having convinced him, that he was wafting life in the fearch of 
pleafure which. he. could. never find: he leokedupon with me~a 
countenance full of fufpicion, dread and perplexity, and feemed to 
with that I had delayed my vifit or been excluded by his fervant;. 
imagining, as I have fince heard, that a bailiff was behind me. After 
dinner, I again met my friend the ftudent; but he who had fo 
lately received me with extacy, now leared at me with a fullen 
difcontent, and if it had been in his power would have deftroyed 

me, 
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me, for no other-reafon than becaufe the old gentleman whom 
he had vifited had changed his mind. 


You may perhaps be told that Iam myfelf inconftant and ca- 
pricious; that ] am never the fame perfon eight and forty hours to- 
gether ; and that no man knows sheers at my next vifit 1 thal 
bring him good or evil: but identity of perfon might with equal 
truth be denied of the ApvENTURER, and of every other being 
upon earth; for all animal bodies are in a {tate of perpetual decay 
andrenovation: fo ridiculous, a flander does not indeed deferve a 
ferious reply: and I believe you are now ready to anfwer every o- 
ther cavilof my enemies, by convincing the world that it is their 
own fault if I do not always leave them wifer and better than I 
find them; and whoever has through life continued to become 
gradually wifer and better, has obtained a fource of divine felicity, 
a well of living water, which like the widow’s oil fhall increafe as 
it is poured out, and which, though it was fupplied by Hg eter- 
nity fhall not exhautft. 


Ihope, Sir, your paper will be a means of procuring me better 
treatment; and that you will yourfelf be folicitous to fecure the 
friendfhip of 

Your humble fervant, 


To-pDAY. 
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Magnum pauperies opprobrium jubet 
Quidvis aut facere aut patt, 


Hor. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


3% F all the expedients that have been found oft to 
alleviate the miferies of life, none is left to 
defpair but complaint: and though complaint, 
without hope of relief, may be thought rather 
to increafe than migitate anguifh, as it recol- 

lets every circumftance of diftrefs, and im- 





bivteré the wendy of paft fufferings by the anticipation of future; 

yet, like weeping, it is an indulgence of that which it is pain te 

f{upprefs, and fooths with the hope of pity the wretch who defpairs 
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of comfort. Of this number is he who now addrefies you: yet 
the folace of complaint and the hope of pity, are not the only 
motives that have induced me to communicate the feries of events, 
by which I have been led on in an infenfible deviation from felicity, 
and at lat plunged in irremediable calamity ; I with that others 
may efcape perdition; and am, therefore, folicitous to warn them of 
the path, that leads to the precipice from which I have fallen. 


Iam the only child of a wealthy farmer, who as he was himfelf 
literate, was the more zealous to make his fon a f{cholar;.ima- 
gining that there was in the knowledge of Greek and Latin, fome 
fecret charm of perpetual influence, which as I paffed through 
life would fmooth the way before me, eftablith the happinefs of 
fuccefs, and fupply new refources to difappointment, But not 
being able to deny himfelf the pleafure he found in having me 
gbout him, inftead of fending me out to a boarding fchool, he 
offered the curate of the parifh ten pounds.a year and his board 
to become my tutor. 


Turs gentleman, who was in years, and had lately buried his 
wife, accepted the employment, but refufed the falary: the work 
of education, he faid, would agreeably fill his intervals of leifure, 
and happily coincide with the duties of his function: but he ob- 
erved that his curacy, which was thirty pounds a year, and had 
Jong fubfifted him when he hada family, would make him wealthy 
now he was a fingle man ; and therefore he infifted to pay for his 
board: to this my father, with whatever reluctance, was obliged to 
confent. At the age of fix years I began to read my Accidence 
under my preceptor ; and at fifteen had gone through the Latin 
and*Greek Claffics. But the languages were not all that I learned 
of this gentleman; befides other fcience of lefs importance, he 
taught me the theory of Chriftianity by his precepts, and the prac- 
tice by his example. 


As his temper was calm and fteady, the influence which he had 
acquired over me was unlimited: he was never capricioufly fevere; 
{o that J regarded his difpleafure not as an effect of his infirmity, 
but .of my own fault: he difcovered fo much affeGtion in the 

pleafure 
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pleafure with which he commended, and in the tender concern 
with which he reproved me, that 1 loved him as a father: and his 
devotion, though rational and manly, was yet fo habitual and fer- 
vent, that I reverenced him as a faint. I found even my paffions 
controuled by an awe which his prefence impreffed; and by a 
conftant attention to his dodtrine and his life, I acquired fuch a 
fenfe of my connexion with the invifible world, and fuch a con- 
viction of the concioufnefs of Derry to all my thoughts, that every 
inordinate wifh was fecretly fupprefled, and my conduct regulated 
by the moft {crupulous circumfpedtion. 


My father thought he had now taken {nfficient care of my edu- 
cation, and therefore began to expect that I fhould affift in over- 
looking his fervants, and managing his farm, in which he intended 
I fhould fucceed him: but my preceptor, whofe principal view 
was not my temporal advantage, told him, that, as a farmer, 
great part of my learning would be totally ufelefs; and that the 
only way to make me ferviceable to mankind, in proportion to the 
knowledge I had acquired, would be to fend me to the univerfity, 
that at a proper time 1 might take orders: but my father, befides 
that he was {till unwilling to part with me, had probably many 
reafons again{t my entering the worldin a caflock: fuch however 
was the deference which he paid to my tutor, that he had almoft 
implicitly {ubmitted to his determination, when a relation of my 
mother’s, who was an attorney of great practice in the Temple, 
came to fpend part of the long vacation at our houfe, in confe- 
quence of invitations which had been often repeated during an ab- 


fence of many years. 


My father thought that,an opportunity of confulting how to dif- 
pofe of me with a man fo well acquainted with life, was not to 
be loft ; and perhaps he fecretly hoped, that my preceptor wouid 
give up his opinion as indefenfible, if a perfon of the lawyer’s ex- 
perience fhould declare againft it. My coufin was accordingly 
made umpire in the debate ; and after he had heard the arguments 
on both fides, he declared againft my becoming a farmer: he faid 
it would be an act of injuftice to bury my parts and learning in 
the obfcurity of rural life ; becaufe, if produced tg the world, they 
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would probably be rewarded with wealth and diftinction, My 
preceptor imagined the queftion was now finally determined in his 
favour; and being obliged to vifit one of his parifhioners that was- 
fick; he gave me a look of congratulation as he went out, and I 
pérééived his cheek glow with a flufh of triumph, and his eye 
{parkle with tears of delight. 


But he had no fooner left the room, than my coufin gave the 
converiation another turn: he told my father; that though he had 
oppofed his making me a farmer; he was not an advocate for my 
becoming a parfon; for that to make a young fellow a parfon, 
without being able to procure him a living, was to make him a 
begedr: he then made fome witty reflexions on the old gentleman 
who was juft gone out; ‘‘ Nobody, he faid, could queftion his having 
areca put to a bad trade, who confidered his circumftances now 
“‘ he had followed it forty years.” And after fome other fprightly- 
fatlies; which though they made my father laugh, miade me tremble; 
he clapped him upon the fhoulder, “ If you have a mind your boy 
« fhould make a figure in life, old gentleman,” fays he, “* put him 
‘clerk to me: my lord chancellor King was no better than the 
“¢ fon of a country fhopkeeper ; and my mafter gave a man of much 
“‘ oreater eminence many 4 half crown when he was an attotney’s 
«clerk in the next chambers to mine. What fay you? fhall I 
«take him up with me or no?” My father, who had lifteried to 
this propofal with great eagernefs, as foon as my coufin had done 
{peaking, cried “ A match ;” and immediately gave him his hand, 
in token of his confent. Thus the bargain was ftruck, and my fate 
determined before my tutor came back. 


al 


Ir was in vain that he afterwards objected to the character of 
my new mafter, and expreffled the moft dreadful apprehenfions at 
my becoming an attorney’s clerk, and entering into the fociety of 
wretches who had been reprefented to him, and perhaps not un- 
juftly, as the moft profligate upon earth: they do not, indeed, 
become worfe than others, merely as clerks; but as young per- 
fons, who with more money to fpend in the gratification of appe- 
tite, are fooner than others abandoned to their own conduct: for 
though they are taken from under the protection of a parent, yet 

being 
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being {carce confidered as in a ftate of fervitude, they are not fuf- 
ficiently reftrained by the authority of a. matter. 


My father had conceived of my coufin as the beft natured man 
in the world; and probably was intoxicated with the romantic 
hope, of living to fee me upon the Bench in Weftminfter-hall, or 
of meeting me on the circuit lolling in my own coach, and attended 
by acrowd of the inferior. inftruments of juftice. He was not there- 
fore to be moved either by expoftulation or intreaty ; and I fet out 
with my coufin on horfeback, to meet the flage at a town within 
a. few miles, after having taken leave of my father, with a ten- 
dernefs that melted us both; and received from the hoary faint his 
laft inftructions and benediction, and at length the parting em- 
brace, which was given with the filent ardor of unutterable wifhes, 
and repeated with tears that could no longer be fuppreffed or 
concealed. 


- WuHeEN we were feated in the coach, my coufin began to 
make himfelf merry with the regret and difcontent that he per- 
ceived in my countenance, at leaving a cowhoufe, a hogitye, and 
two old grey-pates, who were»contending whether I thould be 
buried in a farm or a college: but I who had never heard either 
ay father or my tutor treated with irreverence, could not conceal 
my difpleafure and refentment: but he {till continued to rally my 
country fimplicity with many, allufions which I did not then un- 
derftand, but which greatly delighted the reft of the company. 
The fourth day brought us to ovr journey’s end, and my nan fhe 
as foon as we reached his chambers, fhook me by the~hand) and 
bid me welcome to the Temple. 


He had been fome years a widower, and his only child a 
daughter being ftill ata boarding fchool, his family confifted only 
of a man and maid fervant and myfelf; for though he had two 
hired clerks, yet they lodged and boarded themfelves. The horrid 
leudnefs and profanenefs of thefe fellows terrified and difgufted 
me; nor could I believe that my mafter’s property and intereft 
could be fafely intrufted with men, who in every refpect appeared 
to be fo deftitute of virtue and religion: I, therefore, thought it 
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thy duty to apprife him of his danger; and accordingly one day 
when we were at dinner, I communicated my fufpicion, and’ the 
reafons upon which it was founded. The formal folemnity with 
which [ introduced this converfation, and the air of importance 
which I gave to my difcovery, threw him into a violent fit of 
laughter, which ftruck me dumb with confution and aftonifhment. 


. As feon as he recovered himfelf, he told me, that though his 


clerks might ufe fome expreffions that I had not been accuftomed 
to hear, yet he believed them to be very honeft; and that he placed 
more confidence in them, than he would in a formal prig, of 
whom he. knew nothing but that he went every morning and 
evening to prayers, and faid grace before and after meat; that as 
to {wearing, they meant no harm; and as he did not doubt but 
that every young fellow liked a girl, it was better they fhould joke 
about it than be hypocritical and fly: not that he would be 
thought to fufpect my integrity, or to blame me for practices, which 
he knew to be merely effects of the bigotry and fuperftition in 
which I had been educated, and not the difguifes of cunning or 
the fubterfuges of guilt. 


I was greatly mortified at my coufin’s behaviour on this occa- 
fion, and wondered from what caufe it could proceed, and why 
he fhould fo lightly pafs over thofe vices in others, from which 
he abftained himfelf; for I had never heard him fwear; and as 
his expreffions were not obfcene, I imagined his converfation was 
chafte ; in which, however, my ignorance deceived me, and it 
was not long before I had reafon to change my opinion of his 
character. | 
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te Sic omnia fatis 
In pejus ruere, ac retro fublapfa referre. 

Non aliter quam qui adverfo vix flumine lembum 

Remigiis fubigit: fi brachia forte remifit, 

Atque illum in praceps prono rapit alveus amnt. Vine. 


» HERE came one morning to enquire for him 
at his chambers, a lady aie had fomething in 
her manner which caught my attention and ex- 
cited my curiofity : Her cloaths were fine, but 
the manner in which they were put on was 
rather flaunting than elegant; her drefs was 

oN LZ not eafy nor polite, but feemed to be a ftrange 
mixture of eked {tate and licentious familiarity; fhe looked in 
the glafs while fhe was fpeaking to me, and without any confufion 


adjufted her tucker ; and {he feemed rather pleafed than difconcerted at 
O being 
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being regarded with earne eftnefs. Being told that my coufin was 
abroad, th 1c afked fome trifling queftions, and then making a flight 
urtfey, took up the fide of her hoop witha jerk that difcovered 
Rie 3 \Aa ft f c 

at leaft half her i and hurried down ftairs. 


I could not help enquiring of the clerks, if they knew this lady; 
and was greatly confounded ‘when they told me with an air of fe- 
cre CY that fhe was my coulin’s miftrefs, i hom he had kept al- 
moft two years in lodgings near Covent-garden. At firft I fufpected 
this information, but ‘it was foon confirmed by fo many circum- 
ftances, that I could no longer doubt of its truth. 

As my Prac were yet untainted, and the influence of my 
education was itill ftrong, I regar ded my coufin’s fentiments as im- 
pious and deteftable; and his example rather ftruck me with hor- 


p 
ror, than ¢ educed me to imitation: I flattered myfelf with hopes 
of effecting his reformation, and took every opportunity to hint the 


nee oa eee of allowed incontinence; for which’ I was always ral- 
lied when he was difpofed to be merry, and anfwered with the 
contemptuous {neer of felf-fufficiency when he was fullen. 


NEAR four years of my clerkfhip were now expired, and I had 
never yet entered the lifts as a difputant with my coufin: for tho’ 
T-conceived myfelf to be much his fuperior in moral and theolo- 
cical learning, and though he often admitted me to familiar conver- 
{ation, yet I ftill regarded the fubordination of a fervant to a 
mafter, as oneof the duties of my ftation, and preferved it with 
fuch exaétnefs, that I never exceeded a queftion or a hint when we 
were alone, and was always filent when he had company ; tho’ I 
frequently heard fuch politions advanced, as made me wonder that 
no tremendous token of the divine difpleafure immediately fol- 
lowed: but coming one night from the tavern, warm with wine, and, 
as I imagined, fluthed with polemic fuccefs, he infifted upon my 
taking one -glafs with him before he enone d; and almoft as 
foon as we were feated, he gave me a formal challenge, by de- 


nying all divine revelation, and defying me to prove it. 


I now confidered every diftin€tion as thrown down, and ftood 
forth as the champion of religion, with that elation of mind which 
the hero always feels at the appreee ef danger. I th 19ought myfelf 
fecure of vic Ronny ; and rejoicing that he Had’ now companied me to 
do what 1 had. often withed | he would permit, I obliged him to 
lare that he would difpute upon equal terms, and we began 
the debate. But it was not long before I was ahaa uifhed to find 
myfelf confounded by aman, whom I faw half drunk, and whofe 

Jearn- 
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learning and .abilities I defpifed when he was fober; for as I had 
but very lately difcovered that any of the principles of religion, 
from the immortality of the foul to the decpeft myftery, had been 
fo much as gueftioned, all -his objections were new. I was af- 
faulted es I had ade no-preparation for defence ; and having 
not ‘been fo much accuftomed -to difputation, as to perigee that in 

the prefent weaknefs-of human intellects, it is much eafier to object 
than an{wer, and -thatin every difquifition difficulties are found smith 
cannot be refolved, I was overborne | by the fudden onfet, and in 
the tumult of my fearch after anfwers to his cavils, forgot to prefs 
tthe pofitive arguments on which religion is eftablifhed: he took 
advantage of my confufion, proclaimed his own triumph, and be- 
caufe I was deprefied, treated .me as vanquifhed. 


S09 


As the event which had thus mortified my pride, was perpetu- 
ally revolved in: my mind, the fame miftake full continued: J in- 
quired for folutions igftead of proofs, and found myfelf more and 
more entangled in the {nares of ery in fome other con- 
verfations which my coufin was now eager to begin, new difficul- 
‘tics were ftarted, the labyrinth of Ae erew more intricate, and 
as the queftion was ef infinite moment,my mind was brought ; in 
to the moft diftrefsful anxiety. 1 ruminated inceflantly on the 
fubjects of our debate, fometimes chiding myfelf for my doubts, 
-andfometimes applauding the courage and “freedom of my inquiry. 


WHILE my mind was in this ftate, 1 heard by accident that 
‘there was.a club at an alehoufe in the neighbourhood, where fuch 
fubjects were freely debated, to which every body was admitted 
without fcruple or formality: to this club in.an evil hour I refolved 
to go, that I might learn how knotty points were to be difcuffed, 
ey adi diftinguifhed from error. 


ACCORDINGLY on the next club night I mingled with the 
multitude that was aflembled in this fchool of folly and infidel ssi 3 
I was at firft difgufted at the grofs ignorance of fome, and fhocked 
at the horrid blafphemy of ethers; but curiofity prevailed, and 
my fenfibility by degrees wore off. 1 found that alpott ev 
{pe ker had a different opinion, which fome of them ft C 
with arguments, that to me who was Re unacquainted with 
difputation, appeared to hold oppofite probabilities in exact equi- 
poife; fo that, inftead of being confirmed in any princ! iple, I was 
divefted-of all; the perplexity « of my mind was increaied, and I 
contracted fugh a habit of queftioning whatever offered itfelf to my 
imagination, that I almoft denibica of my own exiftence. 
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In proportion as I was lefs affured in my principles, I was lefs 
circum{pect in my conduct: but fuch was ftill the force of educa- 
tion, that any grofs violence offered to that which I had held facred, 
and every act which Thad been ufed to regard as incurring the for- 
feiture of the divine favour, ftung me with remorfe. I was indeed 
(till reftrained from flagitious immorality, by the power of habit: but 
this power grew weaker and weaker, and the natural propenfity to 
ill gradually took place; as the motion that is communicated to a 
ball which is ftruck up into the air, becomesevery moment lefs and 
lefs, till at length it recoils by its own weight. 


Frar and hope, the great {prings of human action, had now loft 
their principal objects, as I doubted whether the enjoyment of the 
prefent moment was not all that I could fecure; my power to re- 
fift temptation diminifhed with my dependance upon the grace 
of Gop, and regard to the fanction of his law; and I was firft fe- 
duced by a proftitute, in my return from a declamation on the 
beauty of virtue and the ftrength of the moral _fenje. 


I began now to give myfelf up intirely to fenfuality, and the 
gratification of appetite terminated my profpects of felicity: that 
peace of mind, which is the funfhine of the foul, was exchanged 
for the gloom of doubt, and the ftorm of paffion; and my confi- 
dence in Gop and hope of everlafting joy, for fudden terrors and 
vain wifhes, the loathings of fatiety and the anguifh of difappoint- 
ment. 


I was indeed impatient under this fluctuation of opinion, and 
therefore I applied to a gentleman who was a principal fpeaker at the 
club, and deemed a profound philofopher, to affift the labours of 
my own mind in the inveftigation of truth, and relieve me from 
diftraction by removing my doubts: but this gentleman, inftead of 
adminiftering relief, lamented the prejudice of education, which 
he faid hindered me from yielding without referve to the force of 
truth, and might perhaps always keep my mind anxious, though 
my judgment fhould be convinced: but as the moft effeCtual remed 
for this deplorable evil, he recommended to me the works of Chubb, 
Morgan, and many others, which 1] procured and read with great 
eagernefs; and though I was not at laft a found deift, yet 1 per- 
cieved with fome pleafure that my ftock of polemic knowledge was 
greatly increafed; fo that, inftead of being an auditor, I commenced 
a fpeaker at the club: and though to ftand up and babble to a crowd 
in an alehoufe, till filence is commanded by the ftroke of a ham- 
mer, is as low an ambition as can taint the human mind; yet I was 
much elevated by my new diftinétion, and pleafed with the defe- 

rence 
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rence that was paid to my judgment. I fometimes,. indeed, re- 
flected, that I-was propagating opinions by which I had myfelf 
become vicious and wretched: but it immediately occurred, that 
though my conduct was changed, it could not be proved that my 
virtue was Iefs; becaufe many things which I avoided as vicious 
upon my old principles, were innocent.upen my new. I therefore 
went on in my career, and was perpetually racking my invention 
for new topics and illuftrations; and among other expedients, as well 
to advance my reputation, as to quiet my confcience and deliver 
me from the torment of remorfe, I thought cf the following. 


Havine learned that all error is innocent, becaufe it is involuns 
tary, I concluded, that nothing more was neceflary to quiet the 
mind, than to prove that all vice was error: I therefore formed 
the following argument; ‘‘ No man becomes vicious, but: from a 
“ belief that vice will confer happinefs: he may, indeed, have been 
“ told the contrary; but amplicit faith is not required of reafonable 
** beings: therefore, as every man ought to feck happinefs, every 
“ man may lawfully make the experiment; if he is difappointed, ‘it 
** is plain that he did not intend that which has happened: fo that 
““ every vice is an error; and therefore no vice will be punifhed.” 


I communicated this ingenious contrivance to my friend the phi- 
lofopher, who, inftead of detecting the difference between ignotange 
and perverfenefs, or ftating the limitations within which we aré 
bound to feek our own happinefs; applauded the acutenefs of 
my penetration, and the force of my reafoning. I was impa- 
tient to difplay fo novel and important a difcovery to the club, 
and the attention that it drew upon me gratified my ambition) 
to the utmoft of my expedctation:. I: had.indeed fome-opponents; 
but they were fo little fkilled in argumentation, and fo lgnoranit-oF 
the fubjec, that it only rendered my conqueft more fignal and 
important; for the chairman fummed up the arguments on both 
fides, with fo exact and fcrupulous an impartiality, that as I ap- 
peared not to have been confuted, thofe who could not difcover the 
weaknefs of my antagonifts, thought that to confute me was im- 
poffible; my fophiftry was taken for demontftration, and the num- 
ber of profelytes was incredible. ‘The aflembly confifted chiefly 
of clerks and apprentices, young perfons who had received a relis 
gious though not a liberal education; for thofe who were totally 
ignorant, or wholly abandoned, troubled not themfelves with fuci 
difputations as were carried on at our club: and thefe unhappy 
boys, the impetuofity of whofe pafflions was reftrained chiefly by 
fear, as virtue had not yet become a habit, were glad to have the 
fhackles ftruck off which they were told prieftcraft had put on, 
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BuT however I might fatisfy others, I was not yet fatisfied my 
felf; my torment returned, and new opiates became neceflary: they 
were not indeed eafily to be found; but {uch was my good fortune, 
that an illiterate mechanic afforded me a moft feafonable relief, by 
difcufing the important queftion, and demonfirating that the foul was 
not nor could be immortal. I was, indeed, difpofed to believe 
without the fevereft fcrutiny, what I now began fecretly to with; 
for fuch was the ftate of my mind, that I was willing to give up 
the hope of everlafting happinefs, to be delivered from the dread 
of perpetual mifery; and as I thought of dying as a remote event, 
the apprehenfion of lofing my exiftence with my life, did not much 
interrupt the pleafures of the bagnio.and the tavern. 


Tuey were, however, interrupted by another caufe; for I con- 
tracted a diftemper, which alarmed and terrified me, in proportion 
as its progrefs was {wift, and its confequences were dreadful. In this 
diftrefs I applied to a young furgeon, who was a fpeaker at the club, 
and gained a genteel fubfiftance by keeping it in repair: he treated 
my complaint as a trifle; and to prevent any ferious reflexions in 
this interval of pain and folitude, he rallied the deplorable length 
of my countenance, and exhorted me to behave like a man. 


My pride, rather than my fear, made me very folicitous to con- 
ceal this diforder from my coufin; but he foon difcovered it rather 
with pleafure than anger, as it compleated his triumph, and afforded 
him a new fubject of raillery and merriment. By the fpiritual and 
corporeal affiftance of my furgeon, I was at length reftored to my 
health, with the fame diffolute morals, and a refolution to perfue 
my pleafures with more caution: inftead, therefore, of hiring a pro- 
aes I now endeavoured to feduce the virgin, and corrupt the 
wife, 
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Admonet, et magna tefatur voce per umbras: 
Difcite jufittiam monitz, et non temnere Divos. VirG. 


N thefe attempts my new principles afforded ‘me 
great afliftance:, for I found that thofe whom I 
could convert, I could eafily debauch; and that 
to convert many, nothing more was neceflary 

GonF WV98 than to advance my principles, and allege fome- 
MAK: Oy 5 thing in defence of them, by which I appeared 
to be convinced myfelf; for not being able to difpute, they thought 
that the argument which had convinced me, would, if they could 
underftand it, convince them; fo that, by yielding an implicit 
affent, they at once paid a complement to their own judgments, 
and fmoothed the way to the indulgence of appetite, 
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Wut e I was thus gratifying every inordinate defire, and pafling 
from one degree-of guilt to another, my coufin determined to take 
his daughter, who was now in her nineteenth year, from fchool ; 
and as he intended to make her miftrefs of his family, he quitted 
his chambers and took a houfe. 


Tuts young lady I had frequently feen and always admired; fhe 
was therefore no fooner come home than I endeavoured to recom- 
mend myfelf by a thoufand affiduities, and rejoiced in the many op- 
ox th *s that were afforded me to entertain her alone; and per- 
ceived that fhe was not difpleafed with my company, nor infenfible 


te my complaifance. 


My coufin, though he had feen the effects of his documents 
of infidelity in the corruption of my morals, yet could not forbear 
to fneer at religion in the prefence of his daughter ; a practice in 
which I now always concurred, as it facilitated the execution of a 
defien that I had formed of rendering her fubfervient to my 
pleafures. I might, indeed, have married her, and perhaps my 
coufin fecretly intended that I fhould: but I knew women too well 
to think that marriage would confine my wifhes to a fingle obje@; 
and I was utterly averfe to a ftate, in which the pleafure of variety 
muft be facrificed to domeftic quiet, or domeftic quiet to the 
pleafure of varie ty; for J neither imagined that I could long in- 
dulge myfelf in an unlawful familiarity with many women, be- 
fore it would by fome accident be difcovered to my wife; nor that 
fhe would be fo very courteous or philofophical, as to fuffer this 
indulgence without expoftulation and clamour: and befides, I had 
no liking to a brood of childrer, whofe wants would foon become 
importunate, and whofe claim to my induftry and frugality would 
be univerfally acknowledged; though the offspring of a mittrefs 
might be abandoned to beggery, without breach of the law, or 


offence to fociety. 


HE young lady onthe same t as fhe perceived that my ad- 
dreffes exceeded common civilities, did not queftion but that my 
view was to cbtain her for a wife, and I could difcern that the 
often expected fuch.a declaration, and feemed difappointed that 1 


had 
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had not yet-propofed an application to her father: but imagining, 
“I fuppofe, that thefe circumftances were only delayed till the fittett 
opportunity, fhe did not fcruple to admit all the freedoms that 
were confiftent with modefty ; and I drew every day nearer to the 
accomplifhment of my defign by infenfible approaches, without 
alarming her fear, or confirming her: hopes. 


I knew that only two things were neceflary; her paffions were 
to be inflamed, and the motives from which they were to be fup- 
prefled, removed. I was therefore perpetually infinuating, that 
nothing which was natural could bell; complained of thei impo- 
fitions and reftraints of prieftcraft and fuperftition ; and, as if thefe 
hints were cafual and accidental, I would immediately afterwards 
fing a tender fong, repeat fome feducing verfes, or read a novel 


Bur henceforward, let never infulted beauty admit a fecond 
time into her prefence the wretch, who has once attempted to ri- 
dicule religion, and fubftitute other aids to human frailty, for that 
love of Gop whichis better than life, and that fea which ) 1s the beginning 
of wifdom: for whoever makes fuch an attempt, intends to ete 5 
the contrary conduct being without queftion the intereft of every 
one whofe intentions are good, becaufe even thofe who profanely 
deny religion to be of divine origin, do yet acknowledge that it is 
a political inftitution well calculated to ftrengthen the band of {o- 
ciety, and to keep out the ravager by intrenching innocence and 
arming virtue. To oppofe thefe corrupters by argument rather than 
contempt, is to parley with a murderer, who may be excluded by 
fhutting a door. 


My coufin’s daughter ufed frequently to difpute with me, and 
thefe difputes always favoured the execution of my project: though, 
left I fhould alarm her too much, I often affected to appear half 
in jeft; and when I ventured to take any liberty, by which the 
bounds of modefty were fomewhat invaded, I fuddenly defifted 
with an air of eafy negligence; and as i attempt was not perfued, 
and nothing farther feemed to be intended than was done, it was re- 
garded but a waggery, and punifhed only with a flap or a frown. 
Thus fhe became familiar with infidelity and indecency by oat 
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I once fubtily engaged her in a debate, whether the gratifi- 
cation of natural appetites was in itfelf innocent ; and whether, if 
fo, the want of external ceremony could in any cafe render it 
criminal. I infifted that virtue and vice were not influenced by ex- 
ternal ceremonies, nor founded upon human laws, which were ar- 
bitrary, temporary and local: and that as a young lady’s fhutting 
herfelf up in a nunnery was ftill evil, though enjoined by fuch 
laws; fo the tranfmitting her beauty to pofterity was ftill good, 
though under certain circumftances it had by fuch laws been for- 
bidden. This fhe affected utterly to deny, and I propofed that the 
queftion fhould be referred to her papa, without informing him 
of our debate, and that it fhould be determined by his opinion ; 
a propofal to which fhe readily agreed. 1 immediately ad- 
verted to other fubjects, as if I had no intereft in the iffue of our 
debate ; but I could perceive that it funk deep into her mind, and 
that fhe continued more thoughtful than ufual. 


I did not however fail to introduce a fuitable topic of difcourfe 
the next time my coufin was prefent, and having ftated the 
gueftion in general terms, he gave itin my favour, without fufpecting 
that he was judge in his own caufe; and the next time’ I was alone 
with his daughter, without mentioning his decifion, I renewed my 
familiarity, I found her refiftance lefs refolute, perfued my advan- 
tage, and compleated her ruin. 


WITHIN a few months fhe perceived that the was with child; 
a circumftance that fhe communicated to me with expreflions of 
the moft piercing diftrefs: but inftead of confenting to marry her, 
to which fhe had often urged me with all the little arts of perfua- 
fion that fhe could practice, I made light of the affair, chid her for 
being fo much alarmed at fo trivial an accident, and propofed a me- 
dicine which I told her would effectually prevent the difcovery of 
our intercourfe, by deftroying the effect of it before it could appear. 
At this propofition fhe fainted, and when fhe recovered, oppofed it 
with terror and regret, with tears, trembling and entreaty; but I 
continued inflexible, and at length, either removed or over ruled her 
{cruples by the fame arguments, that had firft {educed her to guilt. 


THE 
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Tue long vacation was now commenced, and my clerkthip was 
juft expired: I therefore propofed to my coufin that we fhould all 
make a vifit tomy father, hoping that the fatigue of the journey 
would favour my purpofe, by increafing the effect of the medicine, 
and accounting for an indifpofition which it might be fuppofed to 


caufe. 


Tue plan being thus concerted, and my coufin’s concurrence being 
obtained, it was immediately put in execution. J applied to my 
old friend the club furgeon, to whom I made no fecret of fuch 
affairs, and he immediately furnifhed me with medicaments, which 
he affured‘ me would anfwer my purpofe: but either by a miftake 
in the preparation, or in the quantity, they produced a diforder 
which, foon after the dear injured unhappy girl arrived at her 
journey’s end, terminated in her death, 


My confufion and remorfe at this event are not to be expreffed, 
‘but confufion and remorfe were fuddenly changed into aftonifhment 
and terror ; for fhe was {carce dead before I was taken into cuftody, 
upon fufpicion of murder. Her father had depofed, that juft before 
fhe died, fhe defired to {peak to him in private; and that then, 
taking his hand and intreating his forgivenefs, fhe told him that the 
was with child by me, and that I had poifoned her under pretence 
of preferving her reputation. 


WHETHER fhe made this declaration, or only confeffed the truth, 
and her father, to revenge the injury had forged thereft, cannot now 
be known; but the coroner having been {ummoned, the body viewed, 
and found to have been pregnant, with many marks of a violent 
and uncommon diforder, a verdict of wilful murder was brought 
in.againft me, and I was committed to the county goal. 


As the judges were then upon the circuit, I was within lefs than 

a fortnight convicted and condemned by the zeal of the jury, 
whofe paflions had been fo greatly inflamed by the enormity of the 
crime with which I had been charged, that they were rather wil- 
ling that I fhould fuffer being innocent, than that I fhould efcape 
being guilty: but it appearing to the judge in the courfe of the 
trial 
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trial that murder was notintended, he reprieved me before he left 
the town. 


I might now have redeemed the time, and, awakened to a fenfe 
of my folly and my guilt, might have made fome reparation to 
mankind for the injury which I had done to fociety, and .en- 
deavoured to rekindle fome {park of hope in my own breaft, by 
repentance and devotion. But alas! in the firft tranfports of my 
mind, upon fo fudden and unexpected a calamity, the fear of death 
yielded to the fear of infamy, and I {wallowed poifon: the-excefs 
of my defperation hindered its immediate effe€t ; for, as I took too 
mich, great part of it was thrown up, and only fuch a quantity 
remained behind, as was fuflicient to infure my deftru@tion, and 
yet leave me time to contemplate the horrors of the gulph into 
which I am finking. 


In this deplorable fituation I have been vifited by the furgeon who 
was the immediate inftrument of my misfortune, and the philofopher 
who direct:d my ftudies: but thefe are friends who only rouze me 
to keener fenfibility, and inflict upon me mere exquifite torment. 
They reproach me with folly, and upbraid me with cowardice; 
they tell me too, that the fear of death has made me regret ine 
errors of {uperftition: but what would I now give for thofe erro- 
neous hopes, andthatcredulous fimplicity, which, though I have been 
taught to defpife them, would fuftain me in the tremendous hour 
that approaches, and avert from my laft agony the horrors of defpair. 


I have indeed a vifitor of another kind, the good old man who 
firft taught me to frame a prayer, and firft animated me with the 
hope of heaven: but he can only lament with me that this hope 
will notreturn, and that I can pray with confidence no more: he 
cannot by a fudden miracle re-eftablith the principles which I have 
fubverted: my mind is all doubt, and terror, and confufion; I 
know nothing but that I have rendered ineffeCtual the clemency of 
my judge, that the approach of death is fwift and inevitable, and that 
either the {hades of everlafting night or the gleams of unquenchable 
fire are at hand. My foul in vain fhrinks backward; I grow giddy 
withthethought: the next-moment is diftraction! Farewell. 
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To be continued on TuEspAyvs and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, December 26, 1752. 





Inventum medicina meum eff —— OvIpD. 


S no man more abhors the maxim, which affirms 
the lawfulnefs of doing evil to produce good, 
than myfelf, I fhall {pare no falfhood, becaufe 
it has been rendered fubfervient to political pur- 
pofes, nor concur in the deception of man- 


the fervice of the ftate. 





Wuen the public liberty has been thought in fo much danger, 


as to make it neceflary to expofe life in.its defence ; we have been 
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told that life is the inferior blefiing; that death is more eligible 
than flavery; and that to hold the contrary opinion, is not only 


abfurd but infamous. 


Tuts, however, whether it was the rant of enthufiafm or the 
infinuation of cunning, contradicts the voice of reafon and the 
general confent of mankind. ‘The far greater part of the human 
{pecies are confefled to live ina ftate of flavith fubjeCtion,; and 
there is {carce any part of the globe where that which an Englifh- 
man calls liberty, is to be found; and yet it does not appear, that 
there is any place in which the attachment to life is diffolved, or 
that defpotifm and tyranny ever provoked fuicide to depopulate 
their dominions. It may be faid that wretches who have never 
been free, fuffer patiently becaufe they are ftrangers to enjoyment ; 
but it muft be remembered, that our heroes of liberty, whether 
Bucks or Bloods, or of whatever other denomination, when by 
{ome creditor of flavith principles they have been locked up in a 


prifon, never yet petitioned to be hanged. 


Bur though to every individual, life is of greater value than 
liberty; yet health and eafe are of greater value than life. Though 
jollity may fometimes be found in the cell of the prifoner, it never 
enters the chambers of the fick; over pain.and ficknefs, the fweet- 
nefs of mufic, the fprightlinefs of humour, and the delicacies of 
luxury have no power. Without health life is mifery; and death, 
as it removes pofitive evil, is at leaft a negative good. Among the 
many advantages, ‘therefore, which are confeffed to be peculiar to 
Great Britain, the higheft furely is the number of medicines that. 
are difpenfed in this metropolis; medicines which infallibly remove | 
every difeafe, by which the value of life is annihilated, and death 
rendered a blefiing. 


Ir has been obferved by naturalifts, that every climate produces 
plants peculiarly adapted to remove its peculiar difeafes; and. 
by moralifts, that good and evil .are univerfally diftributed with 


an 
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an equal hand: «my fubject affords a remarkable inftance of: the 
truth of thefe obfervations : for without this extraordinary inter- 
pofition of medical power, we fhould not-only be the moft loath- 
fome, debilitated, and difeafed of all mortals; but our country 
would foon become defolate, or, what is yet worfe, a province te 


France. 


‘Or this no doubt will remain, if it be confidered, that the 
‘medicines, from which we are told almoft every noble family in 
the kingdom has received benefit, are fuch as zmvuzgorate, cleanfe, and 
beautify: forif-our nobility are impotent, loathfome, and hideous, 
in what condition are thofe who are expofed to the viciffitudes of 
wet and dry, and cold and heat, whichiin this climate are fudden 
and frequent? in what-condition are thofe who fweat at the fur- 
nace, or delve inthe mine, who draw in peftilential fumes at every 
-breath, and admit an enemy to life .at every pore? If a being 
whofe perfpicacity could difcover effects yet flumbering in their 
caufes, would perceive the future peers of this realm corked clofe 
ina vial, or rolled up in a pill; or if, while yet more diftant, they. 
would appear rifing in the vapour.of an.alembic, or agitated in the 
‘vortex of a mortar; from whence muft we expeé thofe who fhould 


hereafter fupply the fleet, the manufactory, or the field? 


Bur the good that would flow in.a‘thoufand ftreams to the com- 
munity from thefe fountains of health, and vigour, and beauty, 
is.in fome degree intercepted, by the envy or folly of .perfons who 
have at a great expence crowded the city with buildings called 
hofpitals; in which thofe who have been long taught to mangle 
the dead, practife the fame horrid arts upon the living; and where 
a cancer or a gangrene produce the amputation of a limb, though 
acure for the cancer might have been purchafed in Fleet-Street 
for a fhilling, and a powder that inftantly ftops the progrefs of a 
gangrene, upon Tower-Hill for fixpence. n hofpitals difcafes are 
not cured, but rendered incurable: and though of this the public 


has 
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has been often advertifed by Mr. Robert Ratfey, who gives advice 
to the poor in Billiter-Lane; yet hofpitals are till filled, and new 
donations are made. Mr. Ratfey has indeed himfelf contributed to 
this evil; for he promifes to cure even thofe who have been thus 
rendered incurable: a refource, therefore, is full left, and the vulgar 
will be encouraged to throw themfelves into an hofpital, in compli- 
ance with their prejudices, by reflecting that after all they can make 


the experiment which ought to have been their firft choice. 


I would not be thought to dictate to the legiflature; but I think 
that all perfons, efpecially this gentleman, fhould be prohibited 
from curing thefe incurable patients by act of parliament; though 
Ihope that he will, after this notice, reftrain the firft ardour of his 
benevolence, by reflecting that a conduct which may be mercy to 
one, will be cruelty to many; and that in his future advertifements 


this dangerous promife will not be repeated. 


Tuts ifland has been long famous for difeafes which are not 
known in any other part of the world; and my predecefior, the 
SPECTATOR, has taken notice of a perfon, who in his time, among 
other ftrange maladies, undertook to cure ong fea-voyages and cam- 
paigns. If I cannot acquaint my readers with any new difeafe that 
is equally aftonifhing, I can record a method of cure, which 
though it was not fuccefsful, yet deferves to be remembered for farther 


experiments. 


THE minifter, the overfeer, andthe churchwarden of a parifh 
in Kent, after fetting forth the mifery of a young man who was 
afflicted with a rupture, proceed to addrefs the public in the fol- 


lowing terms : 


«« Fis friends applied to feveral gentlemen for a cure, but 

** all proved ineffectual, and wore a trufs, till we fent him to 

“« Mr. Woodward at the King’s Arms, near Half-moon-ftreet, 
** Picadilly.” 

Ir 
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Ir appears, therefore, that feveral gentlemen, in the zeal of their 
compaflion, not only applied for advice, but actually wore a trufs 
for this unfortunate youth; who would, notwithftanding, ftill 
have continued to languifh in great mifery, if they had not at laft 
fent him to Mr. Woodward. 


Ar Ter this inftance of generous compaffion and true public fpirit, 
it will be juft to remark the conduct of perfons who have filled a 
much more elevated ftation, who have been appointed guardians 
of the people, and whofe obligation to promote their happinefs 


was therefore more complicated and extenfive. 


Tam told that formerly a patent could not be obtained for dif 
penfing thefe infallibleremedies, at a lefs expence than fixty pounds, 
and yet that, without a patent, counterfeits are impofed upon the 
public, by which difeafes are rendered more malignant, and death 
precipitated. lam, however, very unwilling to believe that the 
fegiflature ever refufed to permit others to {natch ficknefs and de- 
crepitude from the grave, without receiving fo exorbitant a con- 


fideration. 


AT prefent a patent may be obtained for a much more réafon- 
able fum; and it is not worth while to enquire, whether this tax 
upon health ever fubfifted, as it is now too light to be felt: but 
our enemies, if they cannot intercept the licence to do good, {till 


labour to render it ineffectual. 


Tuey infinuate, that though a patent is known to give a fanc- 
tion to the medicine, and to be regarded by the vulgar as a certi- 
ficate of its virtue; yet that, for the cuftomary fee, a patent may 
be obtained to difpenfe poifon: for if the noftrum itfelf is a fecret, 
its qualities cannot be otherwife known than by its effects; and 


goncerning its effects no inquiry is made. 


THuus 






































en THE ADVENTURER. Noxrs. 


Tuus it appears that the Jefuits, who formerly did us fo much 
mifchief, are ftill bufy in this kingdom: for who elfe could pro- 


pagate fo invidious a reproach for fo deftructive a purpofe? 


Bur the web of fubtilty is fometimes fo extremely attenuated, 
that it is broken by its own weight; and if thefe implacable ene- 
mies of our church and ftate had attempted lefs, they would 
nave effeéted more: for who can believe, that thofe names, which 
fhould always be read with a fenfe of duty and obligation, were - 
ever proftituted in public advertifements, fora paultry fum, to the 
purpofes of wretches who defraud the poor of their money, and 
the fick of their life, by difpenfing as remedies, drugs that are ei- 
ther ineffectual or pernicious, and precluding, till it is too late, more 
effectual affiftance.’. To believe this, would be as ridiculous as to 
doubt, whether an attempt was made to cure Mr, Woodward’s pa- 
tient, by applying truffes to the abdomen of his friends, after it 
has been fo often and fo publicly afferted in an advertifement, 
figned by perfons of unqueftioned veracity; perfons who were 
probably among the number of thofe by whom truffles were worn, 
and might firft think of applying to Mr. Woodward, upon per- 
ceiving that’a remedy which was fo troublefome to them, produced 
no apparent effect upon the patient. For my own’ part, I 
never hear the cavils of fophiftry with. patience; but when they 
are ufed to bring calamity upon my country, my indignation knows 
no bounds. Let us unite againft the arts as. ‘well as the power of 
Qur-enemies, and continue to.improye all the advantages ofour 
conftitution and our climate; and we cannot fail-to fecure health, 
vigour, and longevity, from which the wreath of glory and. the 
treafures of opulence derive all their value, 
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SATURDAY, December 30, 1752. 





Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. VIRG. 
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$ HAVE obferved in a former paper, that the 
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relation of events is a {pecies of writing which 


s 


affords more general entertainment than any 


B)) 


other: and to afford entertainment, appears to 
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(q@ have been often the principal if not the only 


defign of thofe by whom events have been related. 


Ir muft, indeed, be confefled, that when truths are to be re- 
corded, little is Jeft to the choice of the writer ; a few pages of the 
book of nature or of providence, are before him; and if he tran- 


feribes with fidelity, he is not to be blamed, if in this fragment 
R good 
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good and evil do not appear to be always diftributed as reward and 


punifhment. 


Bur it is juftly expected of the writer of Scion, who has un- 
bounded liberty to felect, to vary, and to complicate, that his plan 
fhould be compleat, that he fhould principally confider the moral 
tendency of his work, and that when he relates events he fhould 


teach virtue. 


Tue relation of events becomes a moral lecture, when vicious 
actions produce mifery, and vicious charaéters incur contempt; 
when the combat of virtue is rewarded with honour, and her fuf- 
ferings terminate in felicity : but though this method of inftruction 
has been often recommended, yet I think fome of its peculiar ad- 
vantages have been ftill overlooked, and for that reafon not always 


fecured. 


Facts are eafily comprehended by every underftanding: and 
their dependance and influence upon each other are difcovered by 
thofe, who would foon be bewildered in a. feries-of logical de- 
ductions ; they fix that volatility which would break away from 
ratiocination ; and the precept becomes more forcible and ftriking, 
as it is connected with example. Precept:gains only the cold ap- 
probation of reafon, and compels an affent which judgment fre- 
quently yields with reluctance, even when delay is impoffible: but 
by example the paffions are rouzed; we approve, we emulate, and 
we honour, or love; we deteft, we defpife, and-we condemn, as fit 
objects are fucceflively held up to the mind ; the affections are, as 
it were, drawn out into the ‘field, they learn their -exercife in a 


mock fight, and are trained fer the fervice of virtue. 


Facrs as they are moft perfectly and.eafily comprehended, and 
as they are impreffed upon the mind by the paflions, are tenacioufly 
remembered, though the terms.in which they are delivered are 
prefently forgotten; and for this reafon the inftru€tion that. refults 


from 
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from facts, is more eafily propagated: many can repeat a ftory, 
who would not have underftood a declamation; and though the 
exprefiion will be varied as often as it is told, yet the moral which 


it was intended to teach will remain the fame. 


Burt thefe advantages have not been always fecured by thofe, 
who have profefled to make a jflory the vebicle of infiruction, and te 
furprize levity into knowledge by a fhew of entertainment; for in- 
ftead of including inftruction in the events themfelves, they have 
made ufe of events only to introduce declamation and argument. 
If the events excite curiofity, all the fine reflections which are faid 


to be zuterfperfed are pafled over; if the events. do not excite cu- 


' tiofity, the whole is reje@ed together, not only with difguft and 


difappeintment, but indignation, as having allured by a falfe pro- 
mife, and engaged in a vain perfuit. ‘Thefe pieces, if they are 
read as a tafk by thofe for whofe inftruction they are intended, can 
produce none of the effects for which they were written; becaufe 
the inftruction will not be neceffarily remembered with the facts; 
and becaufe the ftory is fo far from recommending the moral, that 
the moral is detefted as interrupting the ftory. Nor are thofe who 
voluntarily read for inftruction, lefs difappointed than thofe who feek 
only entertainment; for he that is eager in the perfuit of knowledge, 
is difeufted when he is ftopped by the intervention of a trivial 
incident or a forced complement, when a new perfonage is in- 
troduced, or a lover takes occafion to admire the fagacity of a 


-mittrefs. 


Bur many writers who have avoided this error, and interwoven 
precept with event, though they intended a moral lecture, have yet 
defeated their own purpofe, by taking from virtue every accidental 


excellence and decorating vice with the fpoils. 


Ican think of nothing that could be alleged in defence of this 
‘perverte diftribution of graces and defects, but a defign to fhew 


that virtue alone is fufficient to confer honour upon the loweft cha- 


racter, 
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.racter, and that without it nothing can ‘preferve the higheft from 
contempt; and that thofe excellencies which we can acquire by-our 
own efforts, are of more moment than thofe which are the gift of 
yature: but in this defign, no writer, of whatever abilities, can fuc- 


a] 
cced. 


Ir has ‘been often remarked, though not without wonder, that 
almoft every man is more jealous of his’ natural than his. moral 
qualities; and refents with more. bitternefs a fatyr upom his abi- 
lities than his practice: the fact is unqueftionably true; and perhaps 
it will no longer appear ftrange, if it be confidered, that natural 
defects are of neceflity, and moral. of choice: the imputation of 
folly, if itis true, muft be fuffered without hope; but that of im- 


morality may at any time be obyiated by removing the caufe. 


But whatever be the reafon, it appears by the common confent 
of mankind, that the want of virtue does not incur equal con- 
tempt with the want of parts; and that many vices are thought to 
be rather honourable than infamous, merely becaufe they imply 
fome natural excellence, fome fuperiority which cannot be acquired 
by thofe who want it, but to which, thofe who have it, believe 
they can add all that others poflefs whenever they fhall think fit 


to make the attempt. 


FLorto, after having learned the Latin and Greek languages at 
Weftminfter, and {pent three years at the univerfity, made the tour 
of Europe, and at his return obtained a place at court. Florio’s 
imagination is {prightly, and his judgement ftrong: he is well ac- 
quainted with every branch of polite literature, and travel has 
polifhed the found {cholar into the fine gentleman: his perfon is 
graceful, and his‘manner polite; he is remarkable for the elegance 
of his drefs; and he is thought to dance a minuet, and under- 
ftand the {mall fword, better than any other man in the kingdom. 
Among the ladies Florio has made many conquefts; and has chal- 

lenged 
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Jenged and killed ina duel-an officer, who upbraided him with the 
breach of a promufe of marriage, confirmed by an oath, to a young 
‘beauty, whom he kept in great fplendor as a miftrefs: his conver- 
{ation is admired by all, who .can relifh fterling wit and true hu- 
mour ; every private-company brightens when he enters, and every 
public aflembly becomes more fplendid by his prefence: Florio is 
alfo liberal to profufion; and is not, therefore, inquifitive about 


the merit of thofe upon whom he lavithes. his bounty. 


Benevotus has alfo had a liberal education: he learned the 
Janguages at Merchant Taylors, and wentfrom ‘thence to the uni- 
verfity, where his application was greater than-Florio’s, but the 
‘knowledge that he acquired was lefs: as his apprehenfion is flow, 
and his induftry indefatigable, he remembers:more ‘than. he-under- 
ftands; he has no tafte either for poetry or mufic.; mirth never 
{miled at a fally of his imagination, nor did doubt ever appeal to 
his judgment: his perfon, though it is not deformed, is-inelegant; 
“his. drefs is not flovenly, but aukwardly neat; and his «manner is 
rather formal than rude: he is the jeft of an -affembly, and the 
-averfion:of ladies; but he is remarkable for the moft uniform vir- 
tue and unaffected piety: he is.a faithful‘friend, and a'kind matter, 
and, fo compaflionate, that ‘he will not fuffer even the {nails that 
eat his fruit to be-deftroyed: he lays out annually near half his in- 
come in-gratuities, ‘not to fupport the idle, but to encourage the 
induftrious; yet there is rather the appearance of parfimony than 
-profufion in his temper; and he is fo timorous, that he will turn 


pale at the report of a mufquet. 


Which of thefe two characters woudft thou.chufe for thy own t 
whom doft thou moft honour, and to whom haft thou, paid the 
tribute of involuntary praife? Thy heart has already an{wered with 
fpontaneous fidelity in favour of FLorio. Frorro thou haft not 
confidered asa {coundrel, who by perjury and murder has deferved 
“the pillory and the gibbet; as.a. wretch who has’ ftooped to the 
loweft fraud for the vileft purpofe; who is continually enfnaring 


the 
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the innocent and the weak; who conceals the ruin that he brings 
by a lie, andthe lie by an oath; and who having once already juf- 
tified a {worn falfhood at the expence of life, is ready again to lie 


and to kill with the fame aggravation, and.in the fame caufe. 


Nerruer didft thou view Benevotus, as having merited the 
divine eulogium beftowed upon him who was faithful over a few 
things; as employing life inthe diffufion of ‘happinefs, with the 
joy of angels, and in imitation-of Gep. 

‘SuRELY, if itis'true, that 

Vice to be-bated needs but to be feen. Pope. 


fhe fhould not'be hidden with the ornaments, and difguifed in the 


apparel, which in the general eftinration belong to virtue. On the 




















contrary, it fhould be the principal labour of moral writers, ef- 
pecially of thofe who would inftrué&t by f@ion, the power of 
which is not lefs to do evil than good, ‘to remove the biafs which 
inclines the mind rather to prefer :natural than moral endowments; 


and to reprefent vice with fuch circumftances of contempt and in- 





famy, that the ideas may:conftantly recur together. And it thould 
be always remembered, that the ‘fear of immediate contempt is 
frequently ftronger than every other motive: how many have, even 
in their own opinion, incurred the guilt of blafphemy, rather than 
the {neer of an infidel, or the ridicule of a club? and how many 
have rufhed, not only to the brink of the grave.‘but of hell, te 
avoid the {corn, with which ‘the foolith and the profligate ‘regard 
thofe who have refufed a challenge? 


Let it, therefore, be the united effort of genius and learning, 
to deter from guilt by the dread of fhame ; and let the time paft 
fuffice to have faved from contempt, thofe vices which contempt 





only can fupprefs. 


ERRATA. Numb. XIII. p.1. 1. 6. for drefi, read addrefi. Numb. XV. p. 2. 1. 4 
for was, read ‘ts. 
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Scopulis furdior Icart 
Hor. 





Foces audit 


wERHAPS few undertakings require atten- 
tion to a greater variety of circumftances, or 
include more complicated labour, than that of 
a writer who addrefles the public in a, pe- 
tiodical paper, and invites perfons of every 
. ftation, capacity, difpofition, and employment, 
‘to {pend, in reading his lucubrations, fome of thofe golden mo- 
ments which they fet apart from toil and folicitude. 





He who writes to affift the ftudent, of whatever clafs, has a 


much eafier tafk and greater probability of fuccefsg for the at- 
S tention 
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tention of indufiry is furely more eafily fixed than that of idlenefs ; 
and he who teaches any fcience er art, by which wealth or 
honour may be acquired, is more likely to be heard, than he who 
only folicits a change of amufement, and propofes an experiment 
which cangot be made without danger of difappointment. 


Tus author who hopes to pleafe the public, or, to ufe a more 
fafhionable phrafe, the town, without gratifying its vices, fhould 
not only be able to exhibit familiar objects in a new light, to dif- 
play truths that are not generally known, and break up new veins 
in the mines of literature ; he muft have fkill to fele@ fuch ob- 
jects as the town is willing to regard, fuch truths as excite its cu- 
riofity, and fuch knowledge as it is folicitous to acquire. 


Burt the fpeculative and reclufe are apt to forget, that the bu- 
finefs and the entertainment of others are not the fame with their 
own; and are often furprifed and difappointed to perceive, that 
what they communicate with eagerneis and expectation of applaufe, 
is heard with too much indifferénce to be underftood; and wearies. 
thofe whom it was expected to delight and inftruct. 


Mr. GeorGe FRIENDLY, while he was a ftudent at Oxford, 
became poffeffed of a large eftate by the death of his elder brother : 
inftead, therefore, of going up to London for preferment, he re- 
tired to the family feat in the country; and as he had acquired the 
habit of ftudy and a ftrong relifh for literature, he continued to 
live nearly in the fame manner as at college; he kept little com- 
pany, had no pleafure in the {ports of the field, and, being dif- 
appointed im his firft addrefles, would never marry. 


His fifter, the wife of a gentleman who farmed his owa 
eftate, had one fon whofe name was John. Mr. Friendly di- 
rected that John fhould be put to a reputable fchool in the coun- 
try, and promifed to take care of his fortune. When the lad was 
about nineteen, his uncle declared his intention to fend him to the 
univerfity ; but firft defired to fee him, that he might know what 
proficiency he had made in the languages. John, therefore, fet 
out on a vifit to his uncle, and was received with great affection: 


rad he 
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he was found to have acquired ‘a reafonable knowledge of Latin 
and Greek ; and Mr. Friendly formed a very favourable opinion of 
his abilities, and determined to reward his diligence and encourage 
him to perfeverance. 


ONE evening, therefore, he took him up into his ftudy, and 
after directing him to fit down, “‘ Coufin John, faid he, I have fome 
fentiments to communicate to you, with which I know you will 
be -pleafed; for truth, like virtue, is never perceived but with 
delight.” John, whofe heart did not give a full affent to the 
truth of this propofition, found himfelf in circumftances which, 
by the mere force of habit, caufed him to draw in a long 
breath through his noefe, and at the fame time, with a grin of ex- 
quifite fenfibility, to fcratch his head. ‘‘ But my obfervations, 
coufin, faid his uncle, have a neceflary connexion with a purpofe 
that Ihave formed, and with which you fhall alfo be acquainted. 
Draw your chair a little nearer. The paffions, coufin John, as they 
are naturally productive of all pleafure, fhould by reafonable beings 
be alfo rendered fubfervient to a higher purpofe. That love of va- 
riety which is found in every breaft, as it produces much pleafure, 
may alfo produce much knowledge. One of the principal advan- 
tages that are derived from wealth, is a power to gratify and im- 
prove this paffion. The rich are not confined by labour to a par- 
ticular fpot, where the fame ideas perpetually recur: they can 
fill the mind, either by travel or by ftudy, with innumerable images, 
of which others have no conception. But it muft be confidered, 
that the pleafure of travelling does not arife from the fight of a 
dirty town, or from lodging at an inn; net from any hedge or cottagé 
that is pafled on the read; not from the confufed objects that are 
half difcovered in the diftant profpedct, nor frem the feries of well 
built houfes in a city, or the bufy multitudes that {warm in the ftreets; 

. but from the rapid fucceffion of thefe objects to each other, and the 
number of ideas that are thrown in upon the mind.” Mr. Friendly 
here paufed for John’s reply; and John fuddenly recollecting him- 
felf, faid, very true. ‘“* But how, faid Mr. Friendly, can this love of 
variety be directed to the acquifition of knowledge?’ Here John 
wriggled in his feat, and again feratched his head: he was indeed 
fomething embarraffed by the queftion; but the old gentleman 


quickly 
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quickly put him out of his pain by an{wering it himfelf. ‘* Why 
by a judicious choice, faid he, of the variety which is to produce 
our entertainment. If the various doublings of a hare only, or 
the changes of a game at whift, have afforded the variety of the 
day; whatever has been the pleafure, improvement has been want- 
ing. But if the different cuftoms, the policy, the trade of nations, 
the variety of foils, the manner of culture, the difpofition of indi+ 
viduals, or the rife or fall of aftate have been imprefied upon the 
mind ; befides the-pleafure of the review, a power of creating new 
images is acquired. Fancy can combine the ideas which me- 
mory has treafured ; and when they have been reviewed and regu- 
lated by judgment, fome fcheme will refult, by which commerce 
may be extended, agriculture improved, immorality reftrained, and 
the profperity of the ftate fecured: of this coufin, John you was not 
wholly ignorant before.” John acquiefced with a bow for though 
he had been a little bewildered, yet he underftood by the tone of voice 
with which his uncle concluded the laft fentence, that fuch acqui- 
efcence was expected. ‘ Upon this occafion, continued Mr. Friendly, 
I muft remark, though it is fomething foreign to my purpofe, that 
variety has by fome philofophers been confidered, as affording not 
only the pleafure and improvement, but even the meafure of life; 
for of time in the abftract we have no idea, and can conceive it only 
by the fucceffion of ideas to each other: thus if we fleep without 
dreams, the moment in which we awake appears immediately to 
fucceed that in which we began to flumber.” 


A thicker gloom now fell upon John, and his countenance 
lengthened in proportion to his uncle’s leCture, the end of which 
he perceived was now become more remote; for thefe remarks 
were not imprefied with the fignature of truth, nor did they refle& 
any idea of his own; they were not 

Something whofe truth convinced at fight we find, 
That gives us back the image of our mind. 
Popr’s Effay on Crit. 
With refpec& to John, therefore, they had no characteriftic of wit; 
and if they contained knowledge, it was knowledge which John 
had no wifh to acquire: the old gentleman, however, proceeded 


‘thus, with great deliberation, 
Bur 
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“ Bur though curiofity fhould be principally directed to ufeful 
purpofes, yet it fhould not always be reprefled or diverted, when 
the ufe is not immediate or apparent: for he who firkt perceived the 
magnetic attraction, and applied it to various experiments, pro- 
bably intended nothing more than amufement; and when the po- 
larity_of the needle was difcovered, it was not in the perfuit of any 
project to facilitate navigation. Iam, therefore, now about to gra- 
tify your curiofity, coufin, with a view of London, and all the va- 
riety that it contains.” Here John’s countenance brightened, he 
rouzed himfelf on his feat, and looked eager with attention. 


“As you have, continued his uncle, applied with great diligence to 
your Grammar learning; I doubt not but you have alfo read many of 
our beft Englith authors, efpecially our immortal Shakefpear ; and 
I am willing that, before you enter upon a courfe of academic ftudy, 
you fhould fee the theatre.” John was going to exprefs his jOY> 
when his uncle increafed it, by putting into his hand a Bank note of 
50/. “ ‘This, faid he, under the direction of a gentleman, to whom 
I fhall recommend you, will furnifh you with preper apparel, bear 
your expences for a couple of months, and gratify you with all the 
entertainments of the town.” 


Joun could now bear fome part in the converfation ; « He was 
much obliged to his uncle, and hoped he fhould live to make 
him amends; for, fays‘he, one of our ufhers, who was juft returned 
from London before I left {chool, ‘has made rhe long to’ fee it: he 
fays there isa man there who dances upon a wire no bigger than a 
packthread; and that there is a collection of all the ftrange creaturés 
in the world.” 


Joun who had uttered this with a broad grin, and exprefied his 
delight from head to foot, was fomewhat difconcerted when his uncle 
told him cooly, that though he would not have him leave London 
without feeing every thing in it that might juftly raife curiofity; yet 
he hoped his notice was not principally attra€ted by objects which 
could convey no inftrudtion, infpire no noble fentiment, nor move 
one tender paflion. “I mentioned, fays he, Shakefpear, that mighty 
genius, whofe fentiment can never be exhaufted, and in whom new 
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beauties are difcovered at every view. That you may derive yet 
greater delight and advantage from the reprefentation of his pieces, 
I will read you fome hiftorical and critical notes that I have been 
making during twenty years, after having read the firft edition of 
his works and ian commentator that has either illuftrated or ob- 
{cured his meaning.” The old gentleman then taking out and wiping 
his {petacles, opened his bureau and produced the manufcript. “I 
am now, faid he, about to confer a favour upon you, which I do 
not yet intend for any other, for as I fhal! continually enlarge this 
work, it will not be printed till Iam dead:” he then began to read, 
and John fat’ very filent, regaling himfelf with the anticipation of 
his own finery, the dexterity of the wire-dancer, and the variety 
of the favages that he was to vifit in London. The old gentle- 
man, who imagined that he was held motionlefs with attention, 
wonder, and delight, proceeded long in his lecture, without once 
adverting to John for his explicit eulogium: but at the end of a 
favourite paflage, which clofed with a diftich of his own poetry, he 

entured to fteal his eyes from the paper, and glancing them upon 
John, perceived that he was faft afleep with his mouth open, and 
the Bank note in his hand. 


FRiEnpxy after having gazed upon him a few moments with the 
utmoft aftonifhment and indignation, fnatched away the note; and 
having rouzed him with a denunciation of refentment that touched 
thofe paffions which Shakefpear could not reach, he thruft him out 
of the room and fhut the door upon him: he then locked up his 
manufcript, and after having walked many times backward and 
forward with great hafte, he looked at his watch, and perceiving 
it to be near one in the morning, retired to bed with as little pro- 
penfity to fleep as he had now left to his nephew. f 
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Duplex libclli dos eft ; quod rifum movet, 


Et quod prudenté vitam confilio monet. PH ADRUS. 
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for moral purpofes, I think thofe which are 
diftinguifhed by the name of Fasres deferve a 
particular confideration. 


A ftory or tale, in which many different cha- 
racters are conducted through a great variety of 
events, may include fuch a number and diverfity of precepts, as, 
taken together, form almoft a compleat rule of life: as thefe 
events mutually depend upon each other, they will be retained 
ina feries; and therefore the remembrance of one precept will al- 
moft neceflarily produce the remembrance of another, and the whole 
moral, as it is called, however complicated, will be recollected 
without labour and without confufion, 
vk In 
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In this particular, therefore, the ftory feems to have the ad- 
vantage of the fable, which is comand to fome fingle incident: for 
though a number of diftinét fables may include all the topics of 
moral inftru@tion, caution, and advice, which are contained in a 
ftory, yet each muft be remembered by a diftinet effort of the 
mind; and they will not recur ina feries, becaufe they have no 
connexion wirh each other. 


Tur memory of them may, however, be more frequently 
revived, by tho fe incidents in life to which they correfpond; and 
they wiil, therefore, more readily prefent themfelves, when the 
leffons which they teach fhould be practifed. 


Many, perhaps the greater number, of thofe fables which have 
been tranfmitted to us as fome of the moft valuable remains of the 
fimplicity and wifdom of antiquity, were {poken upon a particular 
occafion ; and then’ the occafion itfeif was ail index to the intent of 
the fpeaker, and fixed the moral of the fable: fo when the Samians 
were about to put to death a man who had abufed a public truft, 
and plundered the commonwealth, the countel-of. Atfop-could not 
be overlooked or miftaken, when he told them, that ‘* a fox would 
“ not fuffer a fwarm of flies; which had mdit fatiated themfelves 
“ byfucking his. blood, -to be-driven-away ; beeaufe a-new~-fwarm 
sf might then come, and their Pang drain him of all the blood 
S that remainéd.” 


Tose which are intended for general ufe, and to general ufe it 
is perhaps,eafy to accommodate the reft, are of two kinds: one is 
addreffed to the underftanding, and the other to the paffions. 


Or the preceptive kind is that of the “* old man, who, to teach 
‘his fons the advantage of unanimity, firft directed them to break 
«<a number of rods that were bound up together; and when they 
“ found it impoflible, bade them divide the bundle, and break the 
“rods feparately, which they eafily effected.” In this fable, no 
paffion is excited; the addrefs is to the underftanding, and the un- 
derftanding is immediately convinced. 


THAT of theold hound belongs to the other clafs. When the 
toothlefs veteran had feized the ftag, and was not able to hold him, 
he deprecates the refentment of his mafter, who had raifed his arm 
for the blow, by crying out, “* Ah! do not punifh the impotence 
“of age! ftrike me not, Ueeaute my will to pleafe thee has 
$s Revived my power! If thou art offended with what I am, re- 
** member what I have been, and forgive me.” Pity is here for- 


cibly 
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cibly excited; and injurious refentment may be reprefied, when an 
inftance not equal lly {trong recals this to the mind. 


FABLES of the preceptive kind fhould always include the precept 
in the event, and the event fhould be related with fuch circum- 
ftances as render the precept { fufficiently evident. As the incident 
rai be fimple, the inference fhould be in the higheft degree 

yatural and Bienes ¢ 


Tose that produce their effect upon the paffions, fhould excite 
them ftrongly, and always connect them with their proper objects. 


I ‘do not remember to have feen any colletion, in which thefe 
rules have been fufficiently jet hae in far the greater number 


there. is a deficiency. of circumftance, though there is a redun- 
dancy of language: there is, “ihe refore, fom ething to be added, 


and fomething to be taken away. Befides that, the peculiar advan- 
tages of this method of inftruction are given up, by referring the 
precept to a poy difcourfe, of which the fable is no more than the 
text, and with which it has fo little connexion, that the incident 
may be perfectly remembered, and the laboured inference totally 
forgotten. A boy, who is but fix years old, will remember a fable 
after having once heard it, and relate it in words of his own; 
but it would be the toil of a day, to get the ‘terms in which he 
heard it by heart: and indeed, he who attempts to fupply any de- 
ficiency in a fable, by tacking a differtation to the end of it, ap- 
pears to me to act jut as wifely as if inftead of cloathing a man 
whom he found naked, he fhould place a load upon his thoulders, 


When the moral effect of fable had been thus brought to de- 
pend, not upon things, but upon words; the arrangement of thefe 
words into verfe, was thought to be a happy expedient to affift the 
memory; for in verfe words muft be remembered in a regular fe- 
ries, or the meafure and cadence will not be preferved: the meafure 
and cadence, therefore, difcover aie confufion or defect, not to the 
underftanding, but to the ear; and fhew how the confufion may 
be regulated, and the See ee Pt ce ation of rhime 
was another advantage of t fame kind; and this advan- 
tage was greater, as “fhe i ime was more frequently repeated. 
But if the fable is perfect in its kind, this expedient is un- 
neceflary3: and much lefs labour is required to include an 
evident precept in an incident, than to meafure the fyllables 


in which it is related, and place two words of a fimilar 
found at the end of every\couplet. efides, in all verfe, however 
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familiar and eafy, the words are neceffarily thrown out of the or- 

der in which they are commonly ufed; and, therefore, though 

a will be more eafily recollecte d, the (ene which they contain 
will not be equally perfpicuous. 


I would not, however, be thought to.deny, that verfe is at leaft 
an ornament to this fpecies of writing; nor to extend my cenfure te 
thofe fhort ftories, ye though they are.called fables, are written 
ipon a more extenfive plan, and are intended for more improved 
underftandings. 


Bur as fables have been told by fome in verfe, that they might 
be more eafily remembered; they have been related by others in a 
barbarous jargon of hackneyed phrafes, that they might be more 
readily under{tood. 


Ir has been obferved of children, that they are longer before 
‘they can pronounce perfect founds, becaufe perfe&t founds are not 
pronounced to them; and that they repeat the.gibberifh of the nurfe, 
becaufe nothing better has been propofed to them for imitation: 
and how fhould the {chool boy write Englifh in grammatical pu- 
rity, when all that he reads, except a foreign language and a literal 
tranflation, is written with all the licence of extempere expreffion, 
without propriety of idiom or regularity of combination, and 
abounds with abfurdities that hafte only can:excufe in.a {peaker. 


Tue fables of Atfop, for fo they are all called, are often firft 
exhibited to youth, as. examples of the manner in which their 
native language is written; they fhould, therefore, be pure in the 
higheft degree, though not pompous, and it is furely an affront te 
underftanding to fuppofe that any language would become more 


intelligible by being rendered Jefs perfect. 


Burt the fables that are addreffed to the ‘paflions, befides the im- 
erfections which they fhare in common with thofe that are ad- 
dreffed ‘to the underftanding, have others peculiar to themfelves 5 
fometimes the paflion is not moved with fufficient force, and 
fometimes it is not.connected with a fit object. 


Wuen the fox decoys the poor goat into a well, in order to 
leap out from his horns, and leaves him to perifh with a witty 
remark, that ‘if his wifdom had been proportioned to his ‘beard, 
“« he would not have been fo eafily over-reached ;” the goat is not 
fo much the object of pity as contempt: but of contempt, guile- 
lefs fimplicity iG in the {nares of cunning, cannot furely be 

deemed 
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deemed a proper obje@t. In the fox there appears a he rloraty 
which not only aeaterves him from fcorn, but’ even frot 1 indigna- 
tion : and indeed, the general character of Re ynard is asi no means 


fit for imitation ; though he is freq uently the hero oP the fab 


tal ble my 


and his conduct ena the precept for which it v ras written. 


Bur though I have made a general divifion of fable into two 
Kinds, there is yet a third, which, as it is addreffed both to the 
underftanding and the paffions, is confequently more forcible and 
perfect. 

Or this number is that of the fick kite, who requefted of his 
mother to petition the Gods for his recovery, but was anfwered, 
“ dopa to which of the Gods can IT facrifice? for which of their 

ltars haft thou not robbed?” ‘The precept that is here inculcated, 
i My piety ; and the paflion that is excited, is terror; the object of 
which is the defpair of him who perceives himfelf to rite dying , and 
has reafon to fear that his very prayer is an abomination. 


THERE are others, which though they are addreffed to the un- 
derftanding, do yet excite a paflion which condemns the precept. 


Wuen the melodious complaint of the nightingale had dire@ed 
a hungry hawk to the thorn on which fhe fung, and he had feized 
her with his talons, fhe appealed from his hunger to his mercy : 
** Tam, faid fhe, little elfe than voice ; and if you devour me, 
‘* there will be no proportion between my lofs asd your gain; 
“ your hunger will rather be irritated than appeafed by fo {mall a 
‘ morfel, but all my powers of enjoyment will ceafe for ever: 
*¢ attack, therefore, fome larger bird”’—-Here the hawk inter- 
rupted Her ; “ he was not difpofed,” he faid, ‘* to controvert what 
“© the had advanced ; but he was too wife to fuffer himfelf to be 
“ perfuaded by any argument, to quit a certain for a contingent 
“* good.” 


an 


Wuo that reads this fable does not pity the nightingale, and in 


his heart condemn the hawk, whofe crucl i seer a the 
lefion ? 


INsTRUCTION, in the {trong language of Eaftern metaphor, is 
called a light to our paths. The fables of pagan mythologifts may, 
therefore, be confidered as a clufter of ftars of the firft magnitude, 
which, though they fhine with a diftinct influence, may be taken 
as one conitellation: but, like flars, they only break the ob{curity 
of night; they do not diffufe round us the {plendors of day : it is 
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by the Sun of Righteoufnefs alone, that we difcover completely 
our duty and our intereft, and behold that pattern of divine per- 
_ fe&tion which the Chriftian afpires to imitate, by forgiving injuries, 
and returning good for evil. 


“By: many of the fables which are till retained in our colleétions, 

: revenge is encouraged .as a principle and inculcated as a practite 
-< ‘The hare triumphs in the deitruction of the fparrew who had 
‘* infulted him; and the.thunny, in his laft agonies, rejoices at the 
«« death of the dolphin, whofe perfuit had driven him upon a 
“ rock.” Thefe, if they will not.admit of another turn, fhould 
without queftion be omitted; for, the mifchievous effee of the 
‘fable, which will be todaemleies as an example that juftifies the 
violence of fudden refentment, cannot be prevented by a laboured 
- comment, which. is never read but.as a tafk,. and therefore imme- 
diately forgotten. 


I think many others may be greatly improved; the pradtiice of 
virtue may be urged from higher motives, the fentiments may be 
elevated, and the precepts in general rendered more ftriking and 
. comprehenfive. 


I fthall conclude this paper with the fable of Tse Doc .and 
SHADOW; which, as it 1s commonly told,. cenfures no quality 
but oreedinels, and only illuftrates the trite proverb, “¢ All covet, 

alt lofe.” 


‘* A dog, who was croffing a rivulet with a piece of fleth in his 
** mouth, perceived his fhadow in, the water, which he miftook 
“* for another dog with another piece of flefth. .To this he knew 
“he had no right; and yet he. could not forbear catching at it : 
“ but inftead of getting a new prize, he dropped that which he 
‘* pofieffed into the water: he {aw the {mooth furface break into 
- “ many waves, and the dog whom he had attempted to dnjure,: 
*« difappear : he perceived at once, his lofs, his foll ily, and his fault ; 
*« and in the anguifh of regret cried out, How Hignipens and, how 
“* wife are the Gods! fince whatever feduces to evil, thgigh ye 
«a fhadow, becomes the inftrument of punifhment,” | 
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Quodcunque oftendis miki fic, incredulus odi, Hor. 





the ANIMAL CoMEDIANS, exhibited at 
Mrs. Mipnicut’s Oratory, induced me the other 
evening to be prefent at her entertainment. I was 
aftonifhed at the fagacity of the monkeys; and 
was no lefs amazed at the activity of the other 
quadrupeds ;—T1 fhould have rather faid, from a view of their ex- 


traordinary elevations, dzpeds. 


Ir isa peculiar happinefs to me, as an ADVENTURER, that I 


fally forth in an age, which emulates thofe heroic times of old, 


u when 













Ss ne aD repeated encomiums on the performances of 
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when nothing was pleafing’ but what’ was: seawall ‘Thoufands 
have gaped at.a. wire-dancer daring to.do what no-enéelfe, would 
attempt; and thoufands ftill.gape at» greater extravagancies in. 
pantomime entertainments... Every ftreet»teems with. incredibi- 
lities: and if the great mob have their little theatre in the Hay- 
market, the fmall vulgar can boaft their cheaper diverfions in twe 
enormous bears, that jauntil sm tr ip it to the light tune of a Cale- 


? 
donian jig. 


Ture amazing dogility of thefe heavy animals madé, me at firft 
imagine, that they had been placed under the tuition of certain 
artifts, who by their advertifements profefs to infrut GRowNn 
GrntTiemen in the modern way of Jooting ; ne I have been fince 
informed, that the method. of teaching-themr this modern way of 
footing, was; by; placing red. hot: iron plates alternatelysunder each 
hind leg, and in-quicker or flower fucceffion-as-the-variations-ofthe- 
tune required. 

TuatT the intelleGtual faculties of brutes may be exerted be- 
yond the narrow limits which we have, hitherto proudly affigned 
to their capacities, I faw a fufficient proof in Mrs. Mipnicut’s 


dogs and monkeys. Man differs lefs from beafts in general, than 


thefe feem to approach to man in rationality. But while I ap- Ps 


plaud their exalted genius, I am in pain for the reft of their - 


kindred both of the canine and Cercopithecan {pecies. "The price. f— 


of monkies has been confiderably raifed fince the appearance» of x YE 


Signior Barziary’s Cavaliers: and I hear, that this inimitable. *S 


preceptor gives le&tures to the monkies of perfons of quality at! 
their own Houfes. Lady Bridget has deftroyed thrée fets of china” 
in teaching her Pug to hand about the cups, and fip -tea with’ 
the air of beau Blofom.; and Mifs Fanny has been labouring in- 

: | 1 ‘ceflantly 


he 


2 xt 
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ceffantly to qualify her dear pretty creature to make one at the 


brag-table. 


Bur as thefe animals are of foreign extraction, I mutt confefs 
my concern is yet greater for my fellow-natives. Englith liberty 
fhould be univerfal as the fun;,and I am jealous even for the 
prerogatives of our dogs. Lady Brighi’s lap-dog, that ufed to 
repofe on downy cufhions, or the fofter bofom of its miftrefs, is 
now worried every hour with begging on its diminutive hind-legs, 
and endeavouring to leap over fan-fticks: Captain Storm’s little 
orey-hound is made to ape the fierce fellows of the cockade in a 
red coat and a fword ; whilft Mrs. Fanciful’s Chloe is fwathed 
up in a long fack, and finking beneath the weight of an.enor- 
mous hoop. Every boarding houfe romp and wanton fchool boy 
is, employed..in perverting the end of ,the-canine creation.;:and I 
with the prevalence of Mrs. MipnrGuT’s example may not 
extend fo far, that hounds’ fhall no longer be broke ‘to the 
field-fervice, but inftructed only to climb up ladders, and troul 


wheel-barrows. 


Ar TER what has been faid, I fhall make no apology for 
printing the following letter, as zt was elegantly done into Englith 
at Stockholm, and tranfmitted to me by the publither. of the 
&wede-landte WGagatsiner, an. ingenious gentleman, who 
has done tne the honour of inferting feveral.of my lucubrations in 


his moft.comprehenfive monthly undertaking. 
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the GRAND ADVENTURER in Britain. 





‘To Mr. 
“ Moft learned Sir, 
= Y worthy good friend Isaac GitpEeRsTEIn, book-mer- 
« 4¥ A chant, having engaged to further this to your excellency, 


“‘T moft humbly requeft that you would make known to your 
“ polite &c. &c. &c. nation, that I intend fhortly to come over, 


“‘ and to entertain you in a new and moft inimitable manner, 


“ Sprine that the Chien Savant, and other moft amazing /earned 
‘“ ammals, have met with fo gracious a reception in your grand 
“city; I propofe to exhibit unto your good nation, a concert of 
“< vocal and inflrumental mufic, to be performed by animals only; 
*‘and afterwards, to entertain you with feveral grand feats of ac- 


“tivity; as alfo with the balance and the dance. 


“My performers of inftrumental mufic, great Sir, will confift of 
“© felec&t number of Italian cats, for the violin, violincello, and 
* bafs-viol ; a German afs for the kettle-drum ; and a complete fet 
“of Spanifh hogs of different age and tone of voice for the organ 


**-COncértos. 


‘‘ Bur my vait labour was to procure harmonious vaices, and to 
‘confine them to proper time and meafure. I have taught fome 
“of your Englifh maftiffs to bark in bafs, and fome Guinea-pigs to 
“ fqueak in treble: my cats alfo join in the vocal parts. I con- 
“ trived divers means of deaths for Swans; but theugh the Ancients 
“are fo full of praifes on their expiring melody, I could not get a 
 fingle note from them, better than the fquall of a goofe. How- 
‘ever, I fhall have a moft charming grand chorus of frogs from 
“the fens of Holland: the words, profound Sir, you too well 

“know, 
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“know, Ariftophanes has furnifhed to my hand in Greek 





© Boenenenel vont xoaie——Which.a Leyden Profeffor tranflated for me, 
“ Brekekekex koax koax. Befides thefe, I thall prefent you witha 


“ duett in recitativo, betweena parrot and a magpye. 


‘¢ My entertainments of dancing, and the like, will confit of a 
“ company of Norway rats, who are to move in a coranto, while 
“my, cats fiddle tothem. A fox willdancea minuet witha goofa; 
“and a greyhound the rigadoon with a bare. Whave trained up an 
“ elephant, who will perform feveral tricks in what you do call ¢he 
“ flight of band; he will tumble with a caftle on his back, and thew 
“ feveral balances upon the flack-rope with his trunk. Many 
‘* other furprifing feats will my azimals perform, too tedious for to 
‘mention in this addrefs: and, therefore, great ADVENTURER, 
** J fhall trouble your tired patience with the mentioning of one 
“only. I have inftructed the tameft of my cats to open her jaws 
“at the word of command, into which I put a bit of toafted 
“< cheefe, and the leaft of my mice jumps in and nibbles the bait; 
“* at that inftant my cat clofes her mouth upon him: after which, 
“to the great aftonifhment of all beholders, my cat opens her 
“ jaws again, and the moufe leaps out alive upon the ftage; and 


“ then they both prefent the good company with a jig. 


‘‘ As Tam determined my whole theatre thall confift of only 
“* animal performers, I muft acquaint you likewife, that I am 
“* teaching two fquirrels to {weep the ftaze with their tails: and if 
“it be allowed me to call in affiftance from ji/bes, I fhall not de- 
“f{pair of being able (though it will require much time and 


“ practice) to make a /od/fer {nuff the candles with his claw. 


“ OTHER 






































« OTHER particulars, moft worthy Sir, I fhall beg leave to-de- 
“ fer, till I have the extreme honour of kiffing your hands ig n- 


“* glettere; and am, 


« Moft reverent and refpettable patron, 
“ With the profoundeft fimifation, 


«* Your devoted flave and fervant, 
Stockholut, 23 Det. 1752+ 
* Gustavus GoOTENRUYSCHE.” 
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Quid violentius aure tyranni. Juv. 


DY Y which of the Indian fages of antiquity the 

| following ftory was written, or whether the 
people of the Eaft have any remote tradition 
upon which it is founded, is not known: but it 
was ey related in the firft perfon, to give 
it an air of greater dignity, and render its in- 
fluence more powerful: nor would it, perhaps, 
appear altogether incredibie, to people among 
whom the Metempfychofis is an article of faith, and the vifible 
agency of fuperior beings admitted without {cruple. 





AmuraTh, Sultan of the Eaft, the judge of nations, the dif- 
fciple of adverfity, records the wonders of his life: let thofe who 
xX 


pre- 
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prefumptuoufly queftion the ways of Providence, blufl in filence 
and be wife; let the proud be humble and obtain honour; and let 


the fenfual reform and be happy. 


Tse angel of death clofed the eyes of the Sultan Abradin my 
father, and his empire defcended to me in the eighteenth year of 
my age. At firft my mind was awed to humility, and foftened 
with grief; 1 was infenfible to the fplendor of dominion, I heard 
the addreffes of flattery with difguft, and received the fomage 
of dependant greatnefs with indifference. I had always regarded 
my father not only with love but reverence; and 1 was now per- 
petually recollecting inftances of his tendernefs, and reviewing the 
folemn f{cene, in which he recommended me to heaven in imper- 
fect language, and grafped my hand in the agonies of death. 


One evening, after having concealed myfelf all day in his 
‘chamber, I vifited his grave: I proftrated myfelf on his tomb; 
forrow overflowed my eyes, and devotion kindled in my bofom. 
I felt myfelf fuddenly {mitten on the fhoulder, as with a rod ; 
and looking up, I perceived a man whofe eyes were piercing as 
light,-~and his beard whiter than fnow.. .‘¢.1 am, faid he, the 
«« Genius Syndarac, the friend of thy father Abradin, who was 
«the fear of his enemies and the defire of his people; whofe 
‘ {mile diffufed gladnefs like the luftre of the morning, and whofe 
“« frown was dreadful as the gathering of a tempeft ; refign thylelf 
“© to my influence, and thou fhalt be like him.” I bowed myfelf” 
to the earth in token of gratitude and obedience, and he put a ring 
on the middle finger of my left hand, in which I perceived a ruby 
of a deep colour and uncommon brightnefs. “ This ring, faid 
‘« he, fhall mark out to thee the boundaries of good and evil ; 
“that without weighing remote confequences, thou may’ft know 
** the nature and tendency of every action. Be attentive, there- 
‘¢ fore,.to the filent admonition ; and when the circle of gold 
“« fhall by a fudden contraction prefs thy finger, and the ruby {hall 
“* grow pale, defift immediately from what thou fhalt be doing, 
“and mark down that action in thy memory as'a tranfgreffion of 
“* the rule of right: keep my gift as a pledge of happinefsS and 
“honour, and take it not off fora moment.” TI received the ring 
‘with a fenfe of obligation which I ftrove to exprefs, and an afto- 
nifhment that compelled me to be filent. The genius perceived 
my confufion, and turning from me with a {mile of complacency, 
immediately difappeared. 


Durine the firft moon I was fo cautious and circumfpeé, that 
the pleafure of reflecting that my ring had not once indicated a 


fault, was leffened by a doubt of its virtue. I applied myfelf to 
public 


Neat. DubidaA-Dav. DLT Ww BER. te 


public bufinefs, my melancholy decreafed as my mind was di- 
verted to other objects, and, left the youth of my court fheuld 
think that recreation was too long fufpended, I appointed to hunt 
the lion. But though I went out to the fport rather to gratify 
others than myfelf, yet my ufual ardour returned in the field; T 
grew warm in the perfuit, I continued the chace, which was un- 


fuccefsful, too long, and returned fatigued and difappointed. 


As Ientered the Seraglio, I was met by a little dog that had 
been my father’s, who expreffed his joy at my return by jumping 
round me and endeavouring to reach my hand: but as I was not 
difpofed to receive his carefles, I ftruck him in the fretfulnefs. of 
my difpleafure fo fevere a blow with my foot, that it left him 
{carce power to crawl away, and hide himfelf under a fofa in a 
corner of the apartment. At this moment I felt the ring prefs my 
finger, and looking upon the ruby, I percieved the glow of its 
colour abated. ; 


I was at firft ftruck with furprize and regret ; but furprize and 
regret quickly gave way to difdain. Shall not the Sultan Amurath, 
{aid I, to whom a thoufand kings pay tribute, and in whofe hand 
is the life of nations, fhall not Amurath ftrike a dog that offends 
him, without being reproached for having tranfgreffed the rule 
of right? My ring again prefled my finger, and the ruby became 
more pale: immediately the palace {hook with a buri{t of thunder, 
and the Genius Syndarac again ftood before me. 


« Amuratu, faid he, thou haft offended againft thy brother 
«< of the duft; a being who, like thee, has received from the 
« ALMIGHTY a Capacity of pleafure and pain: pleafure which 
‘< caprice is not allowed to fufpend, and pain which juftice only 
« has aright to infli@. If thou art juftified by power, in af- 
“< fliGting inferior beings, I fhould be juftified in afflicting thee : 
‘© but my power yet {pares thee, becaufe it is directed by the 
« laws of fovereign goodnefs, and becaufe thou may'ft yet be re- 
« claimed by admonition. But yield not to the impulfe of quick 
<* refentment, nor indulge in cruelty the frowardnefs of difguft, 
<< left by the laws. of goodnefs I be compelled to afflict thee ; 
<< for he that {corns reproof, muft be reformed by punifhmens, 


“<¢ or loft for ever.” 


Ar the prefence of Syndarac I was troubled, and his words 
covered me with confufion: I fell proftrate at his fect, and heard 
him pronounce with a milder accent, “ Expect not henceforth that 


“J fhould anfwer the demands of arrogance, or gratify the cu- 
** riofity 
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“ riofity of fpeculation ; confide in my friendfhip, and truft im- 
* plicitly to thy ring.” 


As the chace had produced fo much infelicity, I did 
not repeat it; but invited my nobles to a banquet, and entertained 
them with dancing and mufick. Ihad given leave that all cere- 
mony fhould be fufpended, and that the company fhould treat 
me not as a fovereign but an equal, becaufe the converfation would 
otherwife be encumbered or reftrained; and I encouraged others 
to pleafantry, by indulging the luxuriancy of my own imagi- 
nation. But tho’ l affected to throw off the trappings of royalty, [ 
had not fufficient magnanimity to defpife them. I enjoyed the 
voluntary deference which was paid me, and was fecretly offended 
at Alibeg ey Vifier, who endeavoured ‘to prevail upon the aflembly 
to enjoy the liberty that had been given them, and was himfelf an 

example of the conduct that he recommended. I fingled out as the 
fubject of my raillery, the man who alone deferved my approbation ; 
he believed my condefcenfion to be fincere, and imagined that he 
was fecuring my favour, by that behaviour, which had incurred 
my difpleafure; he was, therefore, grieved sng confounded to per- 
cieve, that I laboured to render hint ridiculous and contemptible : 
i enjoyed his pain, and was elated at my fuccefs; but my atten- 
tion was fuddenly called to my ring, and I percieved the ruby 
change colour. I defifted for a moment; but fome of my cour-' 
tiers having difcovered and feconded my intention, I felt my vanity 
and my refentment gratified: I endeavoured to wafh away the re-' 
membrance of my ring with wine; my {fatire became more bitter, 
and Alibeg difcovered yet greater diftrefs. My ring again re- 
proached me; but I flill perfevered: the Vifier was at length 
roufed to his defence; probably he had difcovered and defpifed 
my weaknefs: his replies were fo poignant, that I became out- 
rageous, and defcended from raillery to invective: at length, dif- 
cuifing the anguifh of his mind with a fmile, ‘“Amurath, faid he, 
“ if the Sultan fhould know, that after having invited your friends 
“‘ to feftivity and merriment, you had affumed his authority, and 
‘ infulted thofe who were not aware that you difdained to be 
‘ treated with the familiarity of friendfhip, you would certainly 
“ fall under his difpleafure.” The feverity of this farcafm, 
which was extorted by long provocation from a man warmed 
with wine, ftung me with intolerable rage; 1 ftarted up, and 
{purning him from the table was about to draw my poignard; 
when my attention was again called to my ring, and I percieved 
with fome degree of regret, that the ruby had faded almoft to a’ 
perfect white. 


n 


-~ 


Bur 
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Bur inftead of refolving to be more watch ful againft whatever 
migl it bring me under this filent reproof, I can vforted myfelf, that 
BiGenive. would no more alaprh: me ‘witli his prefence. The’ 
spbebulriles of my conduét increafed almoft imperceptibly, 
ana’ the intimations of my ring became sudan dl more 
frequent though lefs forcible, till at laft they were fo familiar, 
that [ {carce remarked when they were given and when they 


were fufpended. 


Ir was foon difcovered that I was pleafed with fervility; fervi- 
lity, therefore, was toads and I] rewarded it fometimes with a 
penfion and fometimes with a place. Thus the government of my 
kingdoms was left to ee tyrants, who opprefted the people to in- 
rich themfelves. In the mean time I filled my Seraglio with wo- 
men, among atart J abandoned mytelf to fenfuality, without 
enjoying the pure delight of that love ‘which arifes from efteem, 
But I had not yet {tained my hands with blood, nor dared to ri- 
dicule the laws which I neglected to fulfill. 


My refentment againft Alibeg, however unjuft, was inflexible, 
and terminated in the moft perfect hatred: [ degraded him from 
his office; but I ftill kept him at court, that I might imbitter his 
life by perpetual indignities, and practife again{t him new {chemes 
of malevolence. 

SELIMA, the daughter of this prince, had been intended by my 
father for my wife; andthe marriage had been delayed only by his 
death: but the pleafuure and the dignity that Alibeg would derive 


aes 
from this alliance, had now changed my purpofe. Yet fuch was 


o 

the beauty of Selima, that I gazed with defire; and fuch was her 
wit, that I liftened with delight. I therefore belived: that I would 
if poflible feduce her to voluntary proftitution; and that when her 
beauty fhould yield to the charm of variety, I would difmifs her 
with marks of difgrace. But in this attempt I could not fucceed; 
my folicitation was rejected, fometimes with tears and fometimes 
with reproach. 1 became every day more wretched, by feeking to 
bring calamity upon others; I confidered my difappointment as 
the triumph ofa flave, whom I wifhed but did not dare to dettroy ; 
and J regarded his daughter as the inftrument of my difhonour. 
Thus the tendernefs, which before had often fhaken my purpofe, 
was weakened; my defire of beauty became as felfith and as fordid 
an appetite, as my defire of food; and as I had no hope of ob- 
taining the compleat gratification of my luft and my revenge, I 
determined to enjoy Selima by force, as the only expedient to alle- 
Viate my torment. 


fo 
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Sue refided by my command in an apartment of the Seraglio, 
and I entered her chamber at midnight by a private door of which - 
Lhad a key; but with inexpreflible vexation I found it empty. 
‘To be thus difappointed in my laft attempt, at the very moment. 
in which I thought I had infured fuccefs, diftrated me with rage ; 
and inftead of returning to my chamber, and concealing my defign, 
I called. for her women. They ran in pale and trembling: I de- 
manded the lady; they gazed at me aftonifhed and terrified, and 
then looking upon each other ftood filent: I repeated my demand 
with fury and execration, and to enforce it called aloud for the 
minifters. of death: they then fell proftrate at my feet, and de- 

clared with .one voice that they knew not where fhe was; that 
they had left her, when they were difmiffed for the night, fitting 
on a fofa penfive and alone,; and that no perfon had fince to their 
knowledge pafled in or out ‘of her apartment. 


» The laft Paper fhould have been marked with the letter A. 
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Sz genus bumanum et mortalia temnitis arma; 


At fperate Deps memores fandi atque nefandi. = Virc. 


FEX BSS N this account, however incredible, they perfifted 
Ajg%eS— without variation; and having filled the palace 
with alarm and confufion, I was obliged to re- 
tire without gaining any intelligence by what 
means I had been baffled, or on whom to turn 
my refentment. I reviewed the tranfactions of 
Meorese tg the night with anguifh and regret, and be- 
awildered mye among the innumerable poffibilities that might 
have produced my difappointment. I remembered that the win- 
dows of Selima’s apartment were open, and I imagined that fhe 
might that way have efcaped into the gardens of the Seraglio. But 
why fhould fhe efcape who had never been confined? If fhe had 
defigned ta depart, fhe might have departed by day. Had fhe an 
; Y | aflig- 
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yation? and did the intend to return, without being known ‘to 
been abfent?’ ‘This fuppofition increafed my torment; becaufe, 
was. true, Selima had granted to my flave, that whack fhe Hak 
efuled to me. But as<all thefe conjectures were uncertain,’ [des 
rermurted ito make her ablence a pretence to deftroy her bailyer. 


nave 


thes 
=) 
c 
Its 


In the morning I gave orders that he fhould be sENE and. 

rought before me; but while I was yet fpeaking, he entered, and 
cy Blesiaie himfelf, thus anticipated my accufation: “ May the 
«< Sultan Amurath, in whofe wrath the te of death goes forth, 
‘* rejoice for ever in the {mile‘of Heaven! Let the wretched Alibeg 
“ perifh :) but le t my lord remember Selima with mercy; let him 
“¢ difmifs the flaye inwhom he ceafes to delight.” Lheard no more, 
buticriedout, “) Darteft thou'to mock me with a requeft, to dit. 
“* mifs the ind shter whom thou hatt ftolen! thou whofe life, that 
<* has been fo often forfeited, I have yet fpared! Rettore her within 
<¢ one hour, or affron ted mercy fhall give thee up.” ‘“ O! faid he, 
‘let not the migh aty fovereign of the Eaft {port with the mifery 
as a the weak: if thou haft doomed us to death, let us die to- 


“* oether.’ 


TroucH I was now eee er that Alibeg helieved I had con- 
fined Seagte! and decreed her death ; Bias I retolved to perfift 1 inre- 
petition. Se my. esl to sstothaee fie eee an hour upon 


pain of death. 


My ring, which, during this feries of events, had given per- 
petual intimations. of guilt; which\.were always..diftegarded; now 
prefled my finger fo forcibly, that, it gave me great pain, ahd com- 
pelled my notice. I immediately retired, and gave way to the 
difcontent that {welled my bofom. ‘“ How wretched a flave is 
“« Amurath,to aninvilible tyrant!, A being, whofe.malevolence.or 
SS enyy. has jreftrained ‘me in, the exercife. of my authority’ as.a 
« prince,, and whofe cunning has contrived | _perpetually to infult 
«ome, by.intimating that every aclion of my. life is a crime! How 
« long hall I groan. under this into lerable oppreflion! »-This 
 accurfed sing is the, MAES and the inftrument of my fubjection 
«¢ and.difhenour ¢ ae who gave it is DOW ‘perhaps in fomeremote 
** region of the; ain;, perhaps he rolls fome planet-in its orbit, , agi- 
«tates the foutherny; ofcan with a.tempelt, or-fhakesfome diftant 
“ region awith an, earth qual Kes but wherever he is, he has furely a 
‘“ more important employ than:to watch my conduct. Perhaps.he 
“ hasrcontrived this Talifman, only,to retrain, me rem the‘ en- 
at joyment: of fome good, Sitti he withes to withold, J feel that 


‘my defires dre controuled ; and to gratify thete defires ts to 
46 be 
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‘be: happy.” Aso ‘pronounced. thefe words, I drew off the 
ringyand threw it: to the ground, with difdain and indignation. : 
immediately the air grew dark; a cloud.burft in, thunder over my 
heady and the:eye-of Syndarac was upon me. I ftood before him 
motionleféand: filent; horror thrilled in. my veins, and my hair 
ftood upright. Thad neither power.to deprecate his anger, nor to 
confefs my: faults, In his countenance there wasa calm feverity ; 
and I heard him pronounce thefe words.“ Thou haft now, as 
<< far as it is in thy own power, thrown off humanity and degraded 
“ thy ‘being: thy form, therefore, fhall no. longer. conceal, thy 
<< nature, nor thy example render.thy vices contagious.” He then 
touchédime with his:rod|;, and, while the; found. of his voice yet 
vibratedn my ears, L found: myfelf in the mid, of a defart, not 
inthe formeof aman but.of a monfter,, with the fore parts of my 
body, like aowolf, and the hinder parts like.a goat. 4 was {till con- 
{cious to every: event: oft my life, and my intellectual: powers. were 
continued, though my paflions were irritated to frenzy. 1 now 
rolled in the fand in an agony not to be defcribed ; and now haf- 
tily traverfed-the defart, impellea only by. the vain.defire. of flying 
from inyfelf&. » 1 now: bellowed) with rage, and, now. howled in 
dofpair; this moment I breathed. execrations, againft the -Genius, 
and \tle:next reproached myfelf for having forfeited his friendfhip. 


~, Bieuthis violent-agitation of mind and body, the powers of both 
were foonexhaufted: crawled into aden. which I perceived near 
me, and immediately funk down in a ftate of infenfibility., I 
flepts: but fleep, inftead-of prolonging, put an end to this. interval 
of quiets The Genius ft terrified me with.his prefence: I heard 
his fentence repeated, and felt again all. the . horrors of my 
transformation. When IP. awaked, J) was not refrefhed; cala- 
mity, though: it’ 1s compelled to-admit flumber,, can yet exclude 
reft. But J was now rouzed by hunger; for hunger like fleep is 


irrefittibles 


I went out in {earch of prey; and if I, feltany. alleviation of 
mifery, befide the’ hope of. fatisfying, my. appetite,..it was.in, the 
thought of tearing to pieces whatever:! fhould-meet, and inflicting 
fome}part«of the evil which I endureds for though Lregretted my 
punifhment, [did not-cepent of my crimes : and, as. 1 imagined 
Syndarac would:now neither: migitate. nor increafe;, my fufferings, 
} was.notreftrained}yecither by hope or fear, irom, indulging my 
difpofition to crueltysand revenge.” But while;L,was thus medita- 
ting the deftru@ion of <others, 1 trembled, left. by, fome Stronger 
favagé Iifhould be deftroyed myfelf, 
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In the midft of this variety of torment, I heard the cry of dogs, 
the trampling of horfes, and the fhouts of the hunters; and fuch is 
the love of life, however wretched, that my heart funk within me 
at the found. To hide myfelf was impoffible, and I was too 
much infeebled either to fly or refift. I ftood {till till they came 
up. At firft they gazed at me with wonder, and doubted whether 
they fhould advance: but at length a flave threw a net over me, 
and I was dragged to the city. 


I now entered the metropolis of my empire, amidft the noife 
and tumult of a rabble, who the day before would: have hid them= 
felves at my prefence. I heard the found of mufic at a diftance: 
the heralds approached, and Alibeg was proclaimed in my ftead. 
I was now deferted by the multitude, whofe curiofity was diverted 
by the pomp of the proceffion; and was conducted to the place 
where other favages are kept, which cuftom has confidered as part 
of the regalia. 


My keeper was a black flave whom I did not remember ever to 
have feen, and in whom it would indeed have been a fatal :pre- 
fumption to have ftood before me. After he had given me. food, 
and the vigour of nature was reftored, he difcovered in me fuch 
tokens of ferocity, that he fuffered me to faft many hours before 
I was again fed. I was fo enraged at this delay, that, forgetting 
my dependance, I roared horribly when he again approached me: 
fo that he found it ‘neceflary'to add blows to hunger, ‘that he 
might gain fuch an afcéndency over me, as wasfuitable! to: his 
office. By this flave, therefore, I was alternately beaten and 
famifhed, till the fiercenefs of my difpofition being: fupprefled by 
fear and languor, a milder temper infenfibly ftole upon me; anda 
demeanour that was begun by conftraint, was continued by habit. 

I was now treated with lefs feverity, and ftrove to exprefs fome- 
thing like gratitude, that might encourage my keeper to yet greater 
kindnefs. His vanity was flattered by my fubmiffion; and; to fhew 
as well his courage as the fuccefs of his difcipline, he ventured 
fometimes to carefs me tn the prefence of thofe whofe curiofity 
brought them to fee me. A kind of friendthip thus imperceptibly 
grew between us, ‘and I felt ‘ome degree of the affection that 
I had feigned. It happened that a tyger which, had been 
lately taken, broke one day into my den while my keeper was 
giving me my provifion, and leaping upon him would inftantly have 
torn him-to peices; if I-had-not feized the favage by thethroat and 
dragged him to the ground: the flave prefently difpatched him 
with his dagger, and turned about to carefs his deliverer; but 

ftarting 
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farting fuddenly backward, he ftood motionle(s with aftonifh- 
ment, percieving that 1 was no longer a monfter but a dog. 


I was myfelf confcious of the change which had again paffed 
upon me, and leaping out of my den efcaped from my confine- 
ment. This transformation I confidered as a reward of my 
‘fidelity, and was perhaps never more happy than in the firft mo- 
ments of my efcape; for I reflected, that as a dog my liberty was 
10t only reftored but infured; I was.no longer fulpected of quali- 
ties which rendered me unfit for fociety; I had fome faint refem. 
lance of human virtue which is not found in other animals, and 
‘therefore hoped to be more generally: carefied. But it was not long 
before this joy fubfided in the remembrance of that dignity from 
which I had fallen, and from which I was fill at an immeafu- 
rable diftance. Yet I lifted up my heart in gratitude, to the Power 
who had once more hrought me within the circle of nature. Ars 
a brute I was more thankful for a mitigation of punifhment, than 
as a king I had been for offers of the higheft happinefs and honour, 
And who that is not taught by affliGion, .can juftly eftimate the 
‘bounties of Heaven? 


As foon as the firft tumult of my mind was pait, I felt an irre- 
fiftible inclination once more to.vifit the apartments ef my Seraglio, 
I placed myfelf behind an Emir whom I knew to have been the 
friend of Alibeg, and was permitted to follow him into the pre- 
fence. ‘The perfons and the place, the retro{pection of my life 
which they produced, and the comparifon of what I was with 
‘what I had been, almoft overwhelmed me. I went unobferved 
into the garden, and lay down under the thade of an almond tree, 
that I might indulge thofe refleCtions, which though they oppreffed 
me with melancholy d did not with to lof. 


I had not been long in this place, before a little dog, which J 
knew to be the fame that I {purned from me when he carefled me at 
my return from hunting, came and fawned at my feet. My heart 
now {mote me, and I faid to myfelf, “ Doft thou know me 
““ under this difguife? is thy fidelity to thy lord unthaken? cut 
“< off as I am from the-converfe of mankind, haft thou preferved 
‘© for me an affection, which I once fo lightly efteemed, and re- 
‘ quited with evil? This forgetfulnefs of injury, and_ this fteady 
“* friendfhip, .are they lefs than human, ‘or are they more?” I was 
not prevented by thefe reflections from returning the ‘careffes that I 
received; and Alibeg, who juft then entered the garden, took 
notice of me, and ordered that I fhould not be turned out, 
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In the Seraglio I foon learned, that a bedy which was thought 
to be mine, was found dead in the chamber, and that Alibeg 
had been chofen to fucceed’ me, by the unanimous voice of the 
people: but I gained no intelligence of Selima, whofe apartment 

found in the poffeffion of another, and for whom I had fearched 
every part of the palace in vain. I became reftlefs ; every place 
was irkfome; a defire to wander prevailed; and one-evening I went 
out at the garden gate, and, travelling till midnight, I lay down 
at the foot of a fycamore tree and flept. | 


In the morning, I beheld with furprize'a wall of marble that 
feemed to reach to heaven, and gates that were fculptured with 
every emblem of delight. Over the gate was infcribed in letters 
of gold, “ Within this wall liberty is unbounded, and felicity 
“* compleat: nature 1s not opprefled by the tyranny of religion, 
‘« nor is pleafure awed by the frown of virtue. The gate 1s obe- 
<< dient to thy with, whofoever thou art; enter, therefore, and 
““*be happy.” 


Wuen I read this infcription, my bofom throbbed with tumul- 
‘tuous expectation: but my defire to enter was reprefied by the 
reflection, that I had loft the form, in which alone I could gratify 
the appetites of a man. Defire and curiofity were notwithftanding 
predominant: the door immediately opened inward; I entered, 
and it clofed after me. 7 
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Rurfus et in veterem fato revoluta figuram. VIRG. 







NOG, \ U 'T my ears were now ftunned with the diffo- 
| nance of riot, and my eye fickened at the con- 
tortions of mifery: difeafe was vifible in every 


countenance, however otherwife impreffed 
| with the character of rage, of drunkennefs, 
SEND aes of luft. Rape and murder, revelling and 


y ftreet and every dwelling. 


As my retreat was cut off, I went forward with timidity and 
circumfpection ; for I imagined, that I could no otherwife efcape 
injury, than by eluding the notice of wretches, whofe propenfity 
to ill was reftrained by no law; and I perceived too late, that to 
punith vice, is to promote happinets. 
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Ir was now-evening; and that I might pafs the night in greater 
fecurity, Iquitted the public way, and perceiving a houfe that was 
incircled: by a mote, I {wam-over to ft, and-chofe an ob{cure cor- 
ner-of the area for my afylum. 1 heard from within the found of 
dancing and mufic: but after a‘fhort interval, was.alarmed with the 
‘menaces of rage, the fhrieks-of terror, and the wailings of diftrefs. 
The window of the banqueting room flew open, and fome venifon 
was thrown out which fell juftat my feet. As I had eaten nothing 
fince my departure from the Seraglio, I regarded this as a fortu- 
nate accident; and after the pleafure of an unexpected repaft, I 
dgain lay down in expectation of the morning, with hope and fear: 
but in a fhort time, many perfons rufhed from the houfe with 
lights, and feemed folicitous to gather up the venifon which had 
been:thrown out; but not-being able to find it, and at the fame 
time percieving me, they judged that I had devoured it. I was 
Ymmediately feized and led into the houfe: but as I could not 
difcover, that I was the obje&t-either.of malignity .or kindnefs, I 
was in doubt what would be the iffue of the.event. ‘It «was not 
long before this doubt wasirefolved; for I foon learned from the 
difcourfe of thofe about me, that I was fufpected to have eaten 
-poifon which had been intended for another, and was fecured, that 
the effect might either.remove or.confirm the fufpicion. -As it was 
not expected that the poifon would immediately operate, I was 
locked up in a. room 'by myfelf, where I reflected upon the caufe 
and the event of my-.confinement, with.inexpreflible.anguith, .anx— 
iety, and terror. | 


In this gloomy interval, a fudden light fhene:round me, and I 
found myfelf once more in the prefence of the Genius. J 
crawled towards him trembling and .confounded, but not utterly 
without hope. ‘* Yet a few moments,” faid he, “‘ and the angel 
“ of death ‘fhall teach thee, that the wants cf nature .cannot be 


al 


‘ fupplied with fafety, where the inordinate appetites of vice are 
‘not reftrained. Thy hunger required‘food; but the luft and re- 


al 


«« venge of others have given thee poifon.” My blood grew. chill 
as he tpake; I difcovered and abhorred my folly: :but while T 
wifhed to exprefs my contrition, I fell down in an agony; my 
eyes failed me, I fhivered, was convulfed, and expired. 

THAT 
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Twat: {park of immaterial fire which no violence can quench, 
rofe up from the duft which had thus been reftored to the earth, 
and now animated the form of:a dove. On this new ftate of ex- 
iftence I entered with inexpreflible delight; I imagined that my 
wings were not only a pledge of fafety, but of the favour of Syn- 


| 


.darac, whom Iwas now more than ever folicitous to pleafe. I 
flew immediately from the window, and, turning towards the wall 
through which I had entered, I endeavored to rife above it, that I 
might quit for ever, a place in which guilt and wretchednefs were 
complicated.in every object, and which I now detefted as much as 
before I had defired. But over this region a fulphureous vapour 
hovered like a thick cloud, which I had no fooner entered than I 
fell down panting for breath, and had fcarce f{trength to keep my 
wings fufficiently extended to break my fall. It was now :mid- 
night, and I alighted near the mouth of a cave, in whichI thought 
there appeared fome faint glimmerings of light. Into this place 
[ entered without much apprehenfion; as it feemed rather to be 
‘the retreat of penitence, than the recefs of luxury: but left the 
-noife of my wings fhould difcover me to any hateful or mifchievous 
inhabitant of this gloomy folitude, I entered .in ‘filence and upon 
my feet. AsI went forward, the cave grew wider ; and by the 
Jight of a lamp, which was fufpended from the roof, I.difcovered 
a hermit liftening to a young lady, who feemed to be greatly af- 
-feGed with the events which the was relating. ‘Of the hermit I 
had no knowlege; but the lady I difcerned to be Selima. I was 
truck with amazement at this difcovery; I remembered with the 
-deepeft.contrition my attempts upon her virtue, and I now fecretly 
rejoiced that the ‘had rendered them ineffectual. J watched her lips 
with the utmoft impatience of curiofity, and fhe continued her 


narrative. 


« Towas fitting on a fofa one-evening after 1 had been carefled 
“by Amurath, and my imagination kindled as I muted. Why, 
“ {aid aloud, fhould I give up the delights ef love with the 
« fplendor of royalty? fince the prefumption of my father has 
‘< prevented my marriage, why fhould I not accept the blefiings 
‘© that are ftill offered? Why is defire reftrained by the dread of 
-« fhame? and.why is the pride of virtue offended by the foftnets 
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of nature? Immediately a thick cloud furrounded me; I felt 
myfelf lifted up, and.conveyed through the air with incredible 
rapidity. I defcended, the cloud diflipated, and I found myéelf 
fitting in an alcove, by the fide of a canal that incircled a ftately 


edifice and a fpacious garden. 1 faw many perfons pafs along; 


bat difcovered in all fomething either difflolute or wretched, 
fomething that alarmed my fears, or excited my pity. JI fuddenly 
perceived many men with their {words drawn, contending fora 
woman, who was forced along irrefiftibly by the crowd, which 
moved directly towards the place in which I was fitting. I was 
terrified, and looked ‘round me-with eagernefs, to fee where I 
could retreat for fafety. A perfon richly drefled percieved my 
diftrefs, and invited me into the houfe which ithe canal fur- 
rounded. Of this invitation J haftily accepted with gratitude and 
joy: but I foon remarked ‘feveral incidents, which filled me 
with new perplexity and apprehenfion. I was welcomed to a 
place, in which infamy and honour were equally unknown; 
where every wifh was indulged without the violation of any law, 
and.where the will was therefore determined only by appetite. 
I was prefently furrounded by women, whofe-behaviour covered 
me with blufhes ; and though I rejected the careffes of the per- 
fon into whofe power I was delivered, yet they became jealous 
of the ciftinétion with which he treated me: my expoftulations 
were not heard, and my tears were treated with merriment: pre- 
parations were made for revelling and jollity: I was invited to 
join the dance, and upon my refufal was entertained with mu- 
fic. . In this dreadful fituation, I fighed thus to myfelf: How 
fevere is that juftice, which tranfports thofe who form licen- 
tious wifhes, to a fociety in which they are indulged without re- 
{traint! Who fhall deliver me from the effects of my own folly.? 
who fhall defend me againft the vices of others? At this mo- 
ment I was thus encouraged by the voice of fome invifible being ; 
The friends of virtue are mighty; reject not their protection, and 
thou art fafe.. As I renounced the .prefumptuous with which 
had once polluted my «mind, I exultedin this intimation with an 


‘ aflurance of relief; and when fupper was fet before me, I fuf- 


fered the principal lady to ferve me with fome venifon; but the 


‘ friendly voice having warned me that it was poifoned, I fell 


back 
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*¢ back in my feat and turned pale: the lady inquired earneftly 
«« what had difordered me; but inflead of making a reply, I 
<« threw the venifon from the window, and declared that the had 
«« intended my death.. The mafter of the table, who perceived 
< the lady to whom I {poke change countenance, was at once con- 
« vinced, that fhe had indeed attempted to poifon me, to preferve 
<¢ that intereft which as a rival fhe feared I fhould fubvert. He 
“ rofe up ina rage, and commanded the venifon to be produced ; 
“‘ a dog that was fuppofed to have eaten it was brought in: but 
“© before the event could be known, the tumult was become ge- 
«* neral; and my rival, after having fuddenly ftabbed her patron, 
‘* plunged the fame poignard in her own bofom. 


“« In the midft of this confufion I found means to efcape, and 
“ wandered through the city in fearch of fome obfcure rece{s, 
« where, if I received not the affiftance which I hoped, death at 
“* leaft might fecure my perfon from violation, and clofe my eyes 
< on thofe {cenes, which, wherever 1 turned, filled me not only 
« with difguft but with horror. By that BENEVOLENT Power, 
“ who, asa prefervative from mifery, has placed in us a fecret 
«« and irrefiflible difapprobation of vice, my feet have been di- 
“«¢ rected to thee, whofe virtue has participated in my diftrefs, and 
«< whofe wifdom may-effec& my deliverance.” 


I gazed upon Selima, while I'thus learned the ardour of ‘that af- 
feGion which I had abufed, with fentiments that.can never be con- 
ceived but when they are felt. I wastouched withthe moft bitter 
remorfe, for having produced one wifh that could ftain fo amiable 
a mind; and abhorred myfelf for having ufed the power which I 
derived from her tendernefs, to effect her deftruction. My fond- 
nefs was not lefs ardent, but it was more chafte and tender ; defire 
was not extinguifhed, but it was almoft abforbed in efteem. I felt 
a paflion, to which, till now, I had been a ftranger: and the mo- 
ment Love was kindled in my breaft, I refumed the form proper to 
the nature in which alone it can fubfift; and Selima beheld Amu- 
rath at her feet. At my fudden and unexpected appearance, the 
colour faded from her cheeks, the powers of life were fufpended, 
and fhe funk into my arms. Iclafped her to my breaft, and looking 
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J 
towards the hermit for his “affiftance, I-beheld in his‘ ftead the 
friendly Genius, who had taught me happinefs by affliction. Atthe 
fame inftant Selima recovered. ‘ Arife,” faid: Syndarac, “* and 
« look round.” ‘We looked‘round; the darknefs was fuddenly 
diffipated, and we perceived ourfelves in the road to Golconda, and 
the fpires of the city fparkled before us. “ Go,” faid he, **-Amu- 
“ ‘yathy henceforth the hufband of Selima, and the father: of thy 
“ people! I have revealed thy ftory to Alibeg in a vifion ; he'ex- 
* ‘pects thy return, and the chariots are come out to meet thee. 
“ Go, and I will proclaim before thee, Amurath, the Sultan of the 
<« Fatt, the judge of nations, the taught of heaven; Amurath, 
« whofe ring is equal to the ring of Solomon, returns to reign 
<¢ with wifdom, and diffufe felicity.” I now lifted up my eyes, 
and beheld the chariots coming forward. We were received by 
Alibeg with fentiments which could not be uttered, and by the 
people with the loudeft acclamations: Syndarac proclaimed our 
return, in thunder that was heard through all the nations of my 
empire; and has prolonged my reign in profperity and peace. 


For the world I have written, and by the world let what I write 
be remembered: for to none who hear of the ring of Amurath, 
thall its influence be wanting. Of this, is not thy heart a witnefs, 
thou, whofe eye drinks inftruction from my pen? haft thou not a 
monitor who reproaches thee in fecret, when thy foot deviates from 
the path of virtue? Negleé not the firft whifpers of this friend to 
thy foul; it is the voice of a greater than Syndarac, to refift whote 
influence is to invite deftruction.. 
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492 MONG the many Pocket-Companions, New Memo- 
randum Books, Gentleman and Tradefman’s Daily 
Afiflants, and other productions of the like na- 


ture, calculated for the ufe of thofe who mix in 





near gs 
yes Ze @y the buftle of the world; Icannot but applaud 


thofe polite and elegant inventions, T/e LApiEs Memorandum Books, 
as thefe feem chiefly adapted to the. more important bufineffes of 


pleafure and amufement. I fhall not take upon me to determine 
Z which 
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which is the moft preferable: each of them being, if you believe 
the folemn affeverations of their proprietors, the deft and moft complete 


‘ats hind that has hitherto been publifhed. 


Sy 


Tue utility of thefe little books, with refpett tothe fair fex, is ’ 
on the firft view apparent; as they are divided for each day of the 
week into diftin@:columns, allotted to'the feveral branches of en- 
gagements, expences, and occafional memorandums. Thefe indeed 
comprehend every thing that can either attract their regard, or take 
up their time: I fhall therefore point out fome particular advan- 


tages, that will-arife from a right ufe and regulation.of them, 


Wit regard to engagements, it is very well known,-what embar- 
raffments, jealoufies, and quarrels, have arifen from an erro- 
neous management in that moft eflential part of female tranfactions, 
the paying and receiving of vifts. It has hitherto been-ufual to 
truft entirely in this point to the care of an illiterate footman, or 
heedlefs porter, who is to take account of all the raps at the door, 
and to enter the names of the feveral vifitants.in a regular journal. 
Hence it frequently happens, that the bond of amity is diflolved, 
and perpetual variance created between families, by the miftake or 
forgetfulnefs of a fervant. ‘Lady Formal and Mrs. Prim were once 
the moft intimate.females living: they curtfied to ene another regu- 
larly at church and ‘the playhoufe, talked together wherever they 
met, and left their names once a_month alternately at each other’s 
houfes for feveral years ; till it happened that lady Formal’s Swifs 
forgot to fet down Mrs. .Priim’s laft vifit to her ladyfhip ; which oc- 
cafions them now to ftare at one another like perfect ftrangers, while 
each confiders the other as guilty of that moft atrocious crime, the 
owing a vifit. A card was fent two months beforehand, to invite 
Mrs. Gadabout to a rout; but by:the negligence of the maid it unfor- 


fortunately 
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fortunately mifcarried, before the date of it was pofted in the day- 
book ; and confequently the was prevented from’ going. The af- 
front was unpardonable; her abfencé rendered one whift-table 
ufelefs ; the neglect was told every where, and the innocent Mrs. 
Gadabout wonders at the reafon why fhe is fo feldom invited as a party 
in card-affiemblies: Thefe lamentable miftakes are, therefore, 
effectually guarded againft by the ufe of the MemoranpuM-Boox, 
which puts it in every lady’s power to keep a more exact regifter of 
all her engagements, and to ftate the balance of vifits fairly between 


debtor and creditor. 


Awnp as there is certainly no virtue‘more amiable, or of greater 
emolument, than female ceconomy, (to which nothing contributes 
‘more than a juft knowledge of expences) the MEmMoraANDUM-Book 
has alfo wifely provided for this; in which, under the article of 
expences, the lady may fet down the particular fums laid out in 
mafquerade tickets, fubfcription concerts, wax-lights for routs, 
drums or hurricanes, birth-day fuits, chair-hire, and the like: fhe 
may alfo know the true balance between her winnings and lofings, 
and make a due regiftry of her debts.of honour. For want of this 
method many widows of diftinétion have imperceptibly run out 
the whole:income of their jointures.in a few months, and been 
forced to.retire the reft ofthe year into.country lodgings ; and many 
married ladies have been conftrained to petition the brutes their 
hufbands‘for the advance.of a quarter’s pin-money, to fatisfy the 


importunate dunnings of.a needy honourable gamefter. 


Tue blank allotted for occafional memorandums may be filled up 
from time to time with the lye of the day, topics of {candal, 
names and abodes of milliners, def{criptions of new fafhions, and a 


hundred .other circumftances of equal importance. This will 


ereatly 
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greatly relieve the memory; and furnifh an inexhauftible ftore of 


matter for polite couverfation. 


Tere is-another very pleafing advantage arifing from the -ufe 
ef thefe books, as-we are informed by one of the compilers, who 
acquaints us, that zf. preferved, they will enable any lady to tell what 
bufine{s fhe has tranfaéted, and what. company | the has] been in, every 
day, during any period of ber life. How enchanting, how rapturous, 
mutt. fuch a review prove to thofe who make a figure in the, polite 
world! to live over their days again! to recall the tran{porting ideas 
of mafquerades, plays, concerts, cards, and drefs! to revive loft 
énjoyments, and. in imagination to tread over again the delightful 


round of paft pleafures! 


I was led to-the confideration of ‘this fubject by ‘a vifit I the 
other day made a polite lady, whom I found earneftly employed in 
‘writing. I would have withdrawn immediately; but fhe told me 
fhe was only entering fome particulars in her memorandum-book, 
‘which would foon be’finifhed; and defired- me to take a chair. J 
exprefled fome curiofity to. know her method; upon which fhe 
very frankly put the book into. my hand, bidding me perufe it; 
“< for, fays fhe, -I do nothing that-I-weed be afhamed of.” As fhe 
was foon after called out of the room, ‘I-took the opportunity of 
tranfcribing her firft week’s account, which I fhall faithfully prefent 
to my fair readers, as a:farther illuftration of the ufe of thefe books, 


and (if they pleafe) asa pattern for their practice. 


FENGAGE- 


No. 23. 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


January. 
1. Monpay. To call at Deard’s 
in the morning. To dine with 
my hufband’s uncle, the city 
merchant. 


2. Turspay. In the morning 
with the Mifs Flareits, to drive 
to the’ filk-mercers; &c. At 
night, to go to the Geni. 


3. WEDNESDAY. Expect Ma- 


demoifelle la Tour to try on 
my French head. “In the even- 
ing to pay forty-three vifits. 


4. THurspay. My own day. 
At home. To have a drum ma- 
jor and feventeen card-tables. 


s. Fripay. To go to the auc- 
tion with Lady Nicknack. To 
dine at home with a parcel’ of 
my hufband’s city relations. 


6. Saturpay. Monfieur Le 
Frife all the morning to drefs my 
head. At night (being Twelfth- 
night) at court. To dance, if I 
can, with the handfome Bob 
Brilliant. 
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CAS 
N 


OccASIONAL _MEMORANDUMS. 


City politenefs intolerable ! 
Crammed with mince-pies, and 
fatigued with compliments of 
the feafon! Play at Pope Joan 
for pence! O the creatures ! 


A beautiful new French bro- 
cade at Silver-tongue’s on Lud- 
gate-hill, Mem. To teize my 
hufband to buy me a fuit of it— 
Engaged the ftage-box for 
Woodward’s night. 


Mademoifelle the milliner tells 
me Lady Z’s in the ftraw, and 
captain X is fuppofed to be the 
caufe of it—Told it as a great 
fecret at Lady F's, the countefs 
OF Le oP Witsoiesr OCC. Cec OCC 


Mifs Sharp is a greater cheat 
than her mamma. Company 
went before five. Stupid crea- 
ture Mrs. Downr ight! never 
to have read Hoyle! 


Lady Nicknack finely taken in. 
The whole day a blank. Head- 
ach. Could not drefs. Went 
to bed horrid foon ;—before one. 
Hufband drunk. Lay alone, my 


maid with me. 


My left temple finged with the 
curling-iron. Several fineFrench 
dreffes at court; but lady Home- 
bred’s, paultry Englifh! Sir John 
Dapperwit whifpered me, that 
Mifs Bloom was almoft as char- 
ming as myfelf. She muft paint, 
lam certain. 


ENGAGE- 
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ENGAGEMENMS 
January. | 
7. Sunpay. If I rife foon e- 


nough, St. James’s Church. In 
the afternoon, to write a de- 
‘fence of Hoyle to Mifs Petu- 
lant at Bath; who has contro- 
verted fome of his principles. 
Lady Brag’s in the evening. 
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OccAsSIoNAL MEMORANDUMs. 


‘Not up till two. -Finifhed my 


letter at fix. Bad luck at night. 
Never could win on Sundays. 
Mifs Serious, who hates cards, 
fays it is a judgment. 


Among the articles under Expences I found the following. 


January. 1, "56 
1. Bought at Deard’s, a bauble for a New-year’s gift 
to my little god-child —- — —5 5 o 
3. To Mrs. La Toure, in part ofher bill —- —31 10 o 
To ditto, for extraordinary trouble == —3 12 0 
5. Bought at the auction, a chinalap-dog —- —4 9 o 
6. Monfieur Le Frife, for drefling my head, &c. —o 10 6 
7. Loft at cards, at Lady Brag’s —- — —-—47 5 0 


I intend in a future paper to take notice of fome other advan- 


tages to be drawn from fuch a ufe of thefe Memorandum Books, as 


above ftated; and fhall at prefent conclude with defiring my female 


readers to fupply themfelves immediately, and to fend me an ac 


count of theufe they make of them. 


A. 
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To be continued on TuEspAys and SATURDAYS. 





SATURDAY, Yanuary 27, 1753. 





Longa mora eft, quantum noxe fit ubique repertum, 
Enumerare:— Ovip. 


To the ADVENTURER. 






e2 


OU have lately remarked, that the fedentary 
and reclufe, thofe who have not acquired an ex- 
tenfive and experimental knowledge of man- 
kind, are frequently warmed with conceptions, 
which, when communicated, are received with 

rEs& i the moft frigid indifference. As I have no pre- 

CV OReuges tenfions to this knowledge, it is probable, that 

the fubject of my letter, though it pleafed me in the fervour of my 

imagination, may yet appear to others trite and unimportant:. to 
your judgment, therefore, I appeal, as the fubftitute of the public, 
and leave you to determine both for them and for me. 








I have a {mall eftate in a remote and fequeftered part of the 
kingdom, upon which I have conftantly refided. As in this place 
Aa J 
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1 was not feduced to entertainments that endangered either my 
virtue or my fortune, T indulged my inclination to books; and by 
reading I could always prevent folitude from becoming tke 
My library confifted chiefly of books of entertainment, but they 
were the beft of their kind; and, therefore, though I was mott 
deli suiket with dramatic wr iting s, I had no plays but Shakefpear’s : 
Shakefpea was, indeed, my cutee author; and after my fancy 
had been edt, in attempting to realize the fcenes that he drew, I 
fometimes regretted the labour, and fometimes repined that it was 
ineffectual. ae ged to fee them reprefented on a theatre; and 
had forme romantic ideas of the force they would derive from 
proper action, habits, and machinery. 


“Tue death of a wealthy relation of my wife’s, who has made 

my little boy his heir, called me this winter to London. I fet out 
alone; and as I had bit ufed to that reciprocation of affeCtion and 
duty, which conftitutes the happinefs of a family; as we all met 
together i in the evening, after having been feparated by the different 
employments of the day, with fink es of complacency and good 
bumour, .and mutually rejoiced-in the fatisfaction which each de- 
rived from the prefence of the other; I found myfelf, after my 
firft day’s journey, in a very forlorn Tet comfortlefs fituation at an 
inn. My evening was pafled among people, with whom | had 
no tender connexion; and when I went to bed, I reflected, 
that there was not within many miles a fingle perfon, who cared 
whether I fhould be found living or dead in the morning. 


Tue melancholy which this fituation, and ‘théfe refleGtions, 
however whimfical, brought upon me, increafed as my home be- 
came more Sani But the moment 1 entered London, fpecula- 
tion:was at anend; the innumerable obje&s which rufhed upon-my 
fenfes, ‘left me power only to hear and fee. 


Wuen JI turned into the inn-yard, the firft thing that ca aught my 
attention was a large fheet of paper, printed in characters that 
differed:not only in “fize but colour, fome being red and others 
black. By the perufal of this pompous page, I learned that aj co- 
medy and a pantomime were.to be performed at the theatre in the 
evening. It was now two o’clock.; andJ refolved te atone for the 
want of enjoyments which-I had left behind me, by fecuring what 
I had been ufed to think the higheft Sel acyl entertainment 
which art could furnifh: the play was not indeed a tragedy, nor 
DHBREIPeET ES but if it was not excellent, it was new to me, and 

therefore equally excited my curiofity. As foon as I had taken 
pofieifion of aroom, and fafely depofited my.portmanteau, Icom- 
municated m y purpofe to my hoft, who told me I could not have a 
‘bet ter 
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etter opportunity ; for that both the play and entertainment were 
thought by the beft judges to be very fine, and the principal parts 
were to be performed by the moft celebrated a¢tors of the age. 
My imagination was fired with this account; and being told that 
the houfe would: be fo foon full, that to fecure a good place I muft 
be there by four o’clock; I haftily fwallowed my dinner, and getting 
into a hackney coach, was driven to the theatre, and by the coach- 
man concuaed to the door that leads to the pit. 


vr this-door I-waited near half an hour with the utmoft impa- 
tence; and the’ moment it was open, rufhed in, driven forward by 
the crowd that had gathered round me. -Following the example of 
others, I paid my three fhillings, and entering the pit among the firft 
that gained admittance, feated myfelf as near as 1 could to the center. 
After having gazed-once or twice round me with wonder and cu- 
riofity, my mind was wholly taken up in the anticipation of my en- 
tertainment, ‘which did net, however, much alleviate the torments 
of delay. At length, the ftage was illuminated, the laft mufic was 
played, and I beheld the curtain rife with an emotion which, per- 
haps, was little inferior to that of a lover, when heis firft admitted 


to the prefence of his miftrefs. 


Eur juft at thissmoment,:a very tall man, by the contrivance of 
two nies who had kept a ‘(eat for him by {preading their hoops, 
placed himfelf fo exactly before: me, that his head intercepted great 
part of the‘ftage, and I could now {fee the actors no lower than 
the knee. This incident, after all my care and folicitude to fecure 
an advantageous fituation, was extremel yv exatious ; my attention to 
the play was for fome time fufpended, and I fuffered prrividls more than 
lenjoyed: but it was not long before the {cenery and the dialogue 
mi ly Hee my mind; 1 accommodated myfelf the | beft 1 
could to the inconvenience of ‘my feat, and thought of it no 
more. The firft act, as it was little more oi a prelude to the 
action, pleafed me rather by what it promifed, than by what it 
gave: I ren te the fequel with yet more ardour, and fuffered the 
interval with all the fretiulnefs of fafpended curiolity. The fecond 
act gratified my imagination with a greater variety of incidents 
but they were fuch as had a direét tendenc y to render i Ae hes 
{trong for the curb of reafon: 1 this moment rioted in the Juxu- 
rious banquet, that was by a kind cf enchantment placed before 
me; and the next reflected with regret and indignation upon thote 
arts, under the influence of which I perceived my virtue to be 
enervated, and that I became contemptible even to myfelf. But 
this ftrugele did not laft long: thofe images which could not be 
feen without danger, were ftill multiplying before me; my re- 
fiftance grew proportionably more languid; and at length T\in- 

dulged 
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dulged every fenfation without inquiry, whether I was animated to 
the imitation of virtue, or feduced by the blandifhments of vice. 


In the third act was become acquainted with the characters, which 
the author intended to exhibit; and difcerned that, though fome of 
‘them were fuftained with great judgment and addrefs, yet others 
were miftaken: I had {till fome perfon before me, whofe manner was 
that of a player, and who, when I had been introduced into {cenes 
of real life by the {kill of another, immediately brought me back 
to a croudand a theatre: I found, that upon the whole, I wasnot 
fo conftantly prefent to the events of the drama, as if 1 had read 
them filently in my ftudy, though fome circumftances might be 
more forcibly reprefented: but thefe critical remarks, as they 
leffened my pleafure, I refolved toremit. In the fourth ad, there- 
fore, I] endeavoured to fupply every defect of the performer by the 
force of my own fancy, and in fome degree I fucceeded: but my 
pleafure was now interrupted by another caufe; for though my en- 
tertainment had not been equal to my expectation, yet 1 now be- 
gan to regret that it was almoft at end, and earneftly withed that it 
was again to begin. In the fifth act, curiofity was no longer ex- 
cited; I had Hemet: in what events the action would terminate, 
and whee was to be the fate of the perfons nothing remained, but 
the forms neceffary to the conclufion of ahains play; the marriage of 
lovers; their reconciliation with offended pat ents; and the fud den 
reformation of arake, who had, through the whole reprefentation, 
been employ ved to produce incidents which might render his vices 
contagious, and to difplay qualities that might fave them, from 
cont tempt. But tho’ the laft act was thus rendered infipid, yet I was 
forry when it was over: I reff pete with a figh, that the time was at 
hand, in which I muft return to the comfortlefs folitude of my inn 


Bury this thought, however mortifying, was tranfient; I 


pleafed myfelf with the expectation of the pantomime, an‘en- 
tertainment of which I had no conception, and of which [ 
had heard the higheft encomium from thofe about me: I, there- 
fore, once more fat down upon the rifing of the curtain, with 
an attention to the {tage which nothing could divert. I gazed at 
the prodigies which were every moment produced before me, with 
aftonifhment; I was bewildered in the intricacies of enchanumie nt; 
I {aw woods, rivers, and mountains, alternately appear and vanith ; 
but 1 knew not in what caufe, orto whatend. The entertainment 
was not adapted to my underftanding, but to my fenfes; and my 
fenfes were-indeed captivated withy: every object of delight : in 
particular, the drefs oh the women difcovered beauties which I 
could not behold without confufion; the wanton careffes which 
they received and returned, the define that languifhed in their eyes, 
the kifs {natched with eagernefs, and the embrace prolonged with 

reci- 
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reciprocal delight, filled my breaft with tumultuous withes, which 
though I feared to gratify, I did not with to fupprefs. Befides all 
thefe incentives to diffolute pleafure, there was the dance, which in- 
dulged the {peGtators with a view of almoft every charm that ap- 
parel was intended to conceal ; but of the pleafure of this indul- 
gence I was deprived, by the head of the tall man who fate before 
me; and I fuffered again all the vexation which had interrupted my 
attention to the firft act of the play. But before the lait fcene, 
my mind had been fo violently agitated, and the inconveniences of 
fo long a confinement in a multitude were become fo fenfible, I was 
fo much oppreffed with heat, and offended with the fmell of the 
candles, that were either burning in the fockets or expiring in 
{moke, that I grew weary of my fituation; my faculties were fut 
pended as in a dream, and I continued to fit motionlefs, with my 
eyes fixed upon the curtain fome moments after it fell. When I 
was rouzed from my reverie I found myfelf almoft alone ; my at- 
tachment to the place was diflolved, the company that had fur- 
rounded me were gone out, and without refiecting whither I was 
to go, I wifhed to follow them. 


Wuen I was returned to the inn, and had locked myfelf into my 
room, I endeavoured to recover that pleafing tranquillity, in which 
I had been ufed to refign myfelf to fleep, and which I now re- 
gretted to have once changed for tumult and diffipation: of my 
theatrical adventure I remembered no incident with pleafure, but 
that which when it happened I regarded as a misfortune, the fta- 
ture of the perfon who fate before me, which intercepted the more 
grofs indecencies, and defended me from their influence. This re- 
flection immediately opened a new vein of thought; I confidered 
the evening which I had juft fpent, as an epitome of life, and the 
ftage as an emblem of the world. 


Tue youth is all ardour and expectation; he looks round with 
wonder and curiofity, and he is impatient for the time, in which 
the world is to be thrown open before him. ‘This time arrives ; 
but he finds fome unexpected obftacle to enjoyment, and in the 
firft act of life he difcovers that his hopes are rather transferred to 
more diftant objects, than fulfilled by thofe which are prefent. As 
he proceeds, the feene grows more bufy, and his attachments to 
life increafe in number and in ftrength : he is now feduced by temp- 
tation; and the moment its influence is fufpended, and the pleafure 
which it promifed is at an end, he abhors it as debafing his nature, 
difappointing his higheft hopes, and betraying him to remorfe and 
regret. 


Tus is the crifis of life, the period upon which immortality 
depends. Some continue the conteft, and become more than con- 
que- 
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auerors: they reflect, with gratitude to providence, upon circum- 
(tances which intercepted temptation by adverfity, and perceive 
that they owe their fafety to incidents which they laboured to pre- 
vent. Others abandon themfelves to fenfuality; and affecting to 
believe all things uncertain, eagerly catch at whatever is offered 
by the prefent moment, as the whole of their portion: but at 
length novelty, that mighty charm, that beauty of perpetual in- 
fluence, novelty is no more! every object that gave delight is be- 
‘come familiar; and is therefore beheld, not with defire but with 
difgutt. 


Tuus life at length almoft ceafes to be a pofitive good; and men 
would fcarce defire to live, but that they fear todie. Yet the fame 
enjoyments which are defpifed, are alfo regretted ; in time they are 
reinembered without the circumftances that diminifhed their value, 
and the wretch who has furvived them, wifhes that they would re- 
turn. Life, from this period, is more wearifome in proportion as 
it is prolonged; nothing is expected with ardour, becaufe age has 
been too often cheated to truft the promifes of time, and :becaufe 
to-day has anticipated the enjoyment of to-morrow. ‘The play is 
now over, the powers of the mind are exhaufted, and intellectual 
pleafure and pain are almoft at anend.. The laft ftage, the ftage 
of dotage remains, and this is the pantomime of life; the images 
are new only in proportion as they are extravagant, and pleafe only 
becaufe the imagination is diftempered or infirm: but the fenfibi- 
lity of corporeal mifery remains ;,infirmities multiply; the hours 
of pain and imbecillity pafs in anguifh which none can alleviate, and 
in fretfulnefs which none regard: the palfied dotard looks round 
with impotent folicitude ; he perceives himielf to be alone, has 
furvived his friends, and he.wifhes to follow them; his with is 
fulfilled, he drops torpid and infenfible into that gulph which is 
deeper than the grave, and it clofes over him for ever. From this 
dreadful picture I ftarted with terror and amazement: it vanifhed; 
and I was immediately relieved, by reflecting that life and the joys of 
life were ftill before me; that I fhould {oon return to my paternal 
inheritance, that my evenings would no more be pafied in turault 
and end in fatiety; but that they would clofe upon {cenes of domef- 
tic felicity, felicity which is pure and rational, and which is {till 
heightened by the hope that it will be repeated to-morrow. And 
is not the human mind a //ranger and a fojourner upon earth? has it 
not aninheritanceinaJdetter country that is incorruptible andundefiled ? 
an inheritance to which all may return who are not fo foolith, as 
after perpetual difappointment in the fearch of pleafure which they 
never found, ftill to continue the perfuit, till every hope is precluded, 
and life terminates either in the ftupor of infenfibility, or the ago- 


nies of defpair. 
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To be continued on TuEspays and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, Fanuary 30, 1753. 





Sic vifum Venert, cut placet impares 
Formas atque animos ub juga abenea 


Sevo mittere cum oc, . rf wo ELOR, 


To the ADVENTURER. 





ws? HER E are fome fubjects upon which a man 
8 is better qualified to write, by having lived 
in the world than in a ftudy; and many of 
thefe are of the higheft importance. ‘ Of the 
infelicities of matrimony I have been often a 
" ‘fpectator ; and of fome of them I think I have 
Ateoveren the caufe, though I have never entered into a philofophi- 
-cal inquiry concerning the nature of the paffions, or the power of 


Bb reafon: 
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reafon. The faéts from which I have derived my knowledge, I 
fhall {tate with as much perfpicuity as I can, and leave others to 


make what inferences they pleafe. 


FLIPPANTA, a@ young coquet, whofe love of the fafhionable fol- 
lies was perpetually difappointed by the fevere authority of a father, 
threw herfelf into the arms of a lover of fixty-four ; believing, 
that fhe could with eafe impofe upon the fondnefs of dotage, that 
youth and beauty would render her power abfolute and unlimited, 
and that fhe would, therefore, be no longer the flave of formality 
and caprice. FLippanra was however difappointed ; and in a 
very few weeks difcovered, that the ceconomy of a father was now 
complicated with the jealoufy of a hufband; that he was fretful, 
felfith and difeafed, and expected lefs from her as a wife, than a 
nurfe. Infirmities which fhe had never felt, fhe knew not how te 
pity : he exerted his authority, in proportion as he difcovered her 
want of tendernefs ; and their mifery is alleviated only by the hope 
of furviving each other; in which, it muft be confeffed, the lady 


has greatly the advantage. 


SopHRON, by his infinuating eloquence, prevailed on the mo- 
ther of Mopesta, to devote her as a facrifice to learned impor- 
tance. Love is beneath the dignity of grey-headed wifdom; they 
have therefore feparate beds ; while the unhappy victim repines in 
public, under the pomp of ornaments with which the is decorated, 
to flatter the pride, and proclaim the triumph of her lord and 


matter. 


SENILIS, to keep up the family name, married a. young 
girl of aruddy complexion, and a. chearful temper. He is fond 
of her to diftraction; but at the fame time fo intolerably jealous, 
that he queftions whether the boy, who has fulfilled the hope with 
which he married, is his own. 


URBANA 
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URBANA was contracted to Rusticus by the contrivance of their 
parents, that their family interefts, together with their eftates, might 
be united. She had all the paffions of a thorough-bred town la- 
dy ; he the indifference of a downright country ‘{quire: they there- 
fore never met without mutual upbraidings, in which fhe was ac- 
cufed of extravagance, and he of brutality. At length they agreed 


in this one point, a feparate maintainance. 


Pervicax and Trrrica have during twenty years been con- 
tinually thwarting each other. As the hufband is hatty, pofitive, 
and over-bearing ; the wife is whimfical, vain, and peevifh. They 
can never agree whether their mutton fhall be boiled or roafted : 
and the words ninny-hammer, noodle, and nuin{fcull, are frequent- 
ly bandied to and fro betwixt them. Their very fervants are en- 
couraged in impertinence, and their children protected in difobe- 


dience ; becaufe, as onechides, the other is {ure always to excufe 


or defend. 


MercaTor was defirous of ennobling the blood of his pofterity, 
and, therefore, married a fine lady from the court end of the town. 
He had been brought up in the arts of amafling money; fhe in 
_contriving new methods to fquander it: he had been accuftomed to 
a fettled uniform practice of bufinefs; fhe to an irregular reftlefs 
courfe of pleafure. It was impoflible to reconcile their different 
habits of life ; they therefore judged it beft for their mutual quiet, 
that each fhould perfue their favourite {chemes without molefta- 
tion. Confequently, while the good man is intent upon bargains at 
’Change, fhe is lumbering in bed; when the family are at dinner, fhe 
is drinking her chocolate ; and while he is adjufting his accompt- 
books, fhe is difcharging her vifiting debts. He is often reeling 
home froma the club, when his wife is fet down to a whift-table, or 


dreffing for the ridotto; and juft as the clerks are entering upon bu- 
finefs 
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14 
finefs in the vitae at aate fhe 1s perhaps retiring to reft. Thus 
do they live as far afunder as perfons 1 in the different antipodes : 
while my lady is the aftonifhment of the grave Aldermen at their 
city balls; and MERCATOR is allowed to be a quiet, inoftenfive, 


good-natured kind of beaft among madam’s acquaintance. 


URANIA married a man who was deemed a wit and a fcholar, 
becaufe, as fhe valued herfelf upon thefe qualities, fhe was not 
willing they thould be overlooked. Between Urania and her 
hufband, there was a perpetual conteft for fuperiority ; they re- 
garded each other with all the malignity of rivals; every conver- 
{ation terminated in a debate, and every debate in contemptuous 
infult, fullennefs, or rage. But if fhe had married a perfon, whofe 
chief ambition was not literary excellence, he might have admired 
her qualities, and fhe might have approved of his; there would 
have been a mutual deference paid to each other, and their life 


would not only have been peaceful but happy. 


Turopuita, who, for the practice of that virtue which 1s fub- 
limed by religion, had been called the devotee, obviated the fcruple 
which her own mind fuggefted againft marrying a freethinker for 
whom fhe could not fupprefs. her inclination, by flattering herfelf 
that the fhould-be able to convert him. Accordingly, fhe at firft 
expoftulated, then reafoned, and at length upbraided ; but without 
producing any other effects than altercations, coldnefs, and aver- 
Gon. As his home became irkfome, and he had no fteady principles 
of virtue, he took, to drinking: and now, while he is curfing the 
hypocrify of. prudes over his, bottle, fhe is weeping in her clofet, 
regretting the folly of her, prefumption, and dreading the brutality 


of drunkennefs. 


Tue blind wonder-working boy, who reconciles contradictions, 
and even breaks down the mounds of party, brought a couple of fond 


creatures 
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creatures fecretly together, at a time when their parents were irre- 
concilably divided about the names Whig and Tory. The mitt of 
love, which before blinded their underftandings, has been long dif- 
fipated ; and they are perpetually ripping up the diffentions of their 
grandfathers, and difcuffing the propriety of the word abdication. 
The wife looks upon her hufband as a mean-fpirited time-ferver ; 


and he often‘rails at her, for teaching their children to lifp treafon, 


and bringing them up with a biafs to popery and arbitrary 


power. 


DEBORAH was advanced from the kitchen to the parlour, 
‘by the unreftrained paffion of her inconfiderate mafter: but the 
‘was only exalted to a more fplendid fervitude, and condemned to 


drudge all her life in the deuble capacity of wife and maid. 


_ Lascivia, to fecure herfelf a pretence for indulging a fcandalous 
licentioufnefs, ran away with her father’s footman. She has been 
forced at the expence of a confiderable annuity, and the reverfion 
of her eftate after death, to lay him under articles never to come 


mear her while fhe is living. 


Parcus, a city plumb, from a principle of frugality, took unto 
himfelf a plain neighbour’s daughter without a penny; as he 
thought it would ‘be cheaper than to efpoufe a fine courtly lady, 
though with amint of money. “Tis true, fhe cofts him but a trifle 
in cloaths; fhe has no tafte for nicknacks, and kickfhaws, and 
whim-whams; fhe hates company, and never touches a card: but 
then fhe is always fending hot plates of meat to one neighbour who 
is fick; bottles of wine to another who lyes-in ; and gives away every 
week fuch aload of broken victuals, bread, butter, cheefe, coals, 
candles and fmall beer, that the expences of houfe-keeping would 


almoft ruin a Lord Mayor. She is, befides, eternally teizing him to 
bind 
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bind an uncle’s fon: prentice, to fet up a fifth coufin, to fit out an 
eld acquaintance’s child to fea, or to buy cloaths for another ; and 
Parcus complains, that he is eat out of houfeand home, by the 


daily vifits of his wife’s poor relations. 


Pray, Mr. Apvenrurer, do not thefe infelicities-arife. prin- 
cipally from an injudicious choice, rather than from the vices and 
follies of the parties? Will you, who area philofopher, give us 
a proper lecture upon thefe facts, or demonftrate, a prior7, how mi- 
fery may be avoided in that ftate, which is generally agreed to be 


capable of more happinefs than any other f 
A ) ‘Iam, SIR, 
“Your humble Servant, 


-Joun Town ey. 
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SATURDAY, February 3, 1753. 





Eft ardelionum quedam Rome natio 
Gratis anbelans-———— PHEDRUS. 


& 


To the ADVENTURER. 


conrages me to ayaa that j you il not be 
deterred either by toil’or danger, from entering 
the lifts as the champion of diftreffed beauty. 
That the fufferers may poffibly be unknown, 

and the fcene of ation is remote, are circum- 
{tances of no moment; for neither feas nor 
defarts are infuperable to perfeverance and 
valour ; and the hero’s country is circum{cribed only by the limits 
of the world. Nothing more, therefore, is neceflary, than to ac- 
quaint you with the wrong which you are to redrefs, and the 
offender whom you are to punifh. | sect i sects 

1A Ce ; Two 
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Two virgin Princesses, the daughters of a mighty monarch, 
who in the pompous language of the Eaft is ftiled Lorp oF THE 
WHOLE EARTH, difcovered, while they were yet. very young, 
fomething fingular in their aA bail temper and difpofition. One of 
them was remarkable for chearfulnefs, which was not, however, 
fo much excited by external objects, as by fcenes of pleafantry with 
which fhe was continually entertained by the ftrength of her own 
imagination: her countenance was dimpled with perpetual {miles ; 
and ee eyes, yet more expreffive, feemed to {parkle with laughter. 
The deportment of the other was folemn, and her walk majettic : 
her eyes looked equally piercing, but lefs active; they appeared 

not often. to change, but long to contemplate sien object : the 
delighted equally in the pleafures of imagination, but.they were 
of a different kind; her fancy did not form objects of ridicule, but 
of pity; and fhe sae hee imagine herfelf leaning her whole weight 
on a fhrub, that projected from the brow of a precipice, till it 
gave way, and fhe ftarted with horror at the danger, merely that 
the might fuddenly reflect upon her fafety, and enjoy the pleafure 


of Rigen from a terrifying dream, 
=, ‘ 


As. thefe. were. enjoyments that promifcuous company rather in- 
terrupted than improved, both thefe ladies, however different in 
other refpects, agreed in. the love of felitude; and having obtained 
the confent of their father, they retired to a rural fituation, which 
was healthful, pleafant, and romantic; it was the fummit of a 
high hill, which was watered by a fine {pring : : from hence they 
had an unbounded profpe€t ; and the air on this fpot is faid to have 
a peculiar quality, that excites pleafing dreams, imprefies new ideas 
upon the ‘mind, and illuminates with intuitive knowledge. The 
ladies were here vifited by their Sisters, and a young Prince of 
extraordinary beauty, who was celebrated for his {kill in all f{cience, 
but chiefly in mufic and poetry. The enjoyment of wit, literature, 
and harmony, excluded from this felect fociety, every aefire that 
contaminates the mind of idlenefs, and degrade 2s reafon by brutal 
fenfuality: the PRIncE was accited by the royal virgins, not as 
a lover but a friend; and he vifited them, not as re altie but 
as wits. 


Tue place of their retreat was foon known, and their prefence 
rendered it illuftrious. Here they received the cheat homage of 
voluntary fubjection; and frony hence they diffufed an influence, 
which not bly polifhed but ennobled apart Such would 
long have been their felicity and glory; but the grim tyrant of a 
northern climate, a region of cold’ and darknefs, at the head of a 


5 
numerous band of defperate favages, fuddenly invaded the country. 


No 


No. 26. TAY & DB MoE NE OORT R, Be: 


No force was found fufficient, to reprefs thofe who had been dri- 
ven forward by famine; the fury of hunger and fapine was irre- 
fiftible; the PRNeH ass fled with the Bemowt precipitation, and 
the Barbarians, who regarded every thing with malignity by 
which they were excelled, razed the palace fo compleatly that 
f{carce a veftige appeared, and obliterated all traces of the royal 
influence whe ever they were difcovered. 


Law 


Tue Princesses directed their courfe weftward ; and after 
having long wandered from place to place, and pafied through 
great varieties of fortune, they at laft took refuge in a fmall ifland, 
which was governed by a prince whofe confort was their half fitter, 
being the daughter of their father though by another wife. ‘The 
prince sletived them with peculiar miarks of diftinction, and ap- 
pointed a great officer, one of the principal lords of his court, te 
fuperintend the pie attes that were immediately taken for nok 
accommodation. ‘Iwo fumpttious palaces were’ foon prepared for 
their refidence, and their houfeho!ld was immediately fettled: they 
were frequently vifited by thé king; the queen often declared, that 
fhe confidered them as being more particularly under her patronage ; 
they quickly became extremely popular, and were {carce lefs 
happy here than upon their favourite hill. As they greatly excelled 
in all the arts of converfation, as their eloquence could always 
command the paffions, and their knowledge improve the under- 
ftanding, every one was folicitous to be admitted to their prefence ; 
and that they might gratify a people, among whom they had 
received fo many favours, they refolved to have a certain num- 
ber of public days, on which every one fhould be admitted 
without {cruple. 


_ Bur that all their conveniences and fplendor might be procured, 
tho’ at a great expence, yet without impofing a general tax or 
burthening the Public; it was contrived that the fervants of 
the Princesses fhould be paid by their vails; and that the 
reward of their labour might not depend wholly upon caprice, 
it was ordered, that thofe who attended the PRINCESSES only 
on public days, and did not pretend to have a right to vifit by 
their intimacy or ftation, fhould receive a ticket for which they 


fhould pay a certain fee to the porter. 


THERE is in this ifland, a certain perfon, faid to be defcended 
from a race of giants, that were its original inhabitants, whu has 
fuch power and influence, tho’ he has often been fufpected to 
be mad, that the king himfelf treats him with great deference. 
In the height of his phrenzy he has boafted, that his voice is 
the voice oF God, and that all the fovereign princes in the world 


7 
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are his vicegerents. Of this perfonevery one ftands in awe; the 
ueen is his principal favourite; and for her fake he is well 
affected to the king, whom he has often defended when every 
other power would have been ineffectual. He has a natural 
fon who poffefies all his ill qualities, but of his virtues is wholl 
deftitute: he affumes the name, the deportment, and the ftile 
of his father, whofe fondnefs has encouraged him to commit 
many enormities, from which he would have been otherwife de- 


terred. 


Turs perfon, of whom every body is afraid, not only becaufe 
his own power is very great, but becaufe to reprefs his infolence 
might give offence to his father, comes frequently to the palaces of 
the Princesses, and makes no fcruple to purchafe a ticket with 
the cuftomary fee: but he is fubjeét to fits of fudden and outra- 
geous phrenzy ; in which he pretends, that the fervants of the 
Princesses become his own, by receiving his fee for admittance 
to their prefence ; andhe treats them with the cruel infolence of a 
capricious tyrant, and introduces the wildeft tumult and confufion. 
The reft of the company are terrified and difappointed ; he per- 
ceives it, and compels them to depart: nay, he has fometimes. of- 
fered violence to the ladies themfelves; he has, either by menaces 
or by: bribery, gained fome of their fervants over to his own inte- 
reft; and to gratify an unaccountable humour, he has prevailed 
upon them. to admit a kind of Necromancer, with whofe feats he is 
greatly delighted, into the public room, where innumerable effects 
of his art are exhibited): and it is faid, that by the fame influence, 
one of the palaces has been made a receptacle for wild beafts; and 
that all the gambols of folly have been played in a place, that was 
intended for the afylum of beauty and wit, and for the {chool not 
only of wifdom but f virtue. 


Wuru the author of this confufien, the ADVENTURER 1S.re- 
quefted to engage ; and if his zeal and his abilities are equal to his 
boatt, he is expected-immediately to declare himfelf the champion 
of the Princessss, by publifhing his defiance to the following 
effect : 


“< Tuat the Princesses alone have a right to the palaces, 

«© which have been allotted to them by the munificence of the fo- 
 vereign.of the ifland; that their fervants are accountable only to 
«© them, -to the fovereign, or to the lord whom he has appointed 
« to fuperintend the houfhold; that every man is at liberty to be 
« abfent, who thinks the entertainment not worthy of his atten- 
«dance, or the fee for his admittance too exorbitant; but that no 
«© man has-a right to difturb, to terrify, or to difappoint an affembly, 
sede “© which 
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“«¢ which is fuppofed to be in the immediate prefence of the fo- 
“: vereign, to whom they owe allegiance : and I challenge to fingle 
¢¢ combat, whoever fhall affirm the contrary.” 


lam, Sir, 


Your’s, &c. 


FLAviLLa, a lady who fometimes honours me with a vifit, was 
prefent when I received this letter. FiLavirza, though the has 
all the fprightlinefs of a coquet, has been a great reader, and is not 
behind thofe whe difcovered a political fatyr under the Rape of a 
Lock, in refolving a riddle, or penetrating an allegory. I put the 
letter into her hand, and threw myfelf back in my cafy chair with 
an air of importance: There, fays I, read that; and fee what rank 
hold in the eftimation ‘even of thofe, by whom my province is 


-miftaken. 


I fixed my eyes upon her, and waited with impatience till fhe 


“had read it. But how was I difappointed to hear her cry out, 


“© Good Sir, your province and your importance are miftaken by 
< none but yourfelf. Could not your fagacity difcover this letter 
“© to be an allegory?” Pray Madam, faid I, will you be pleafed to 


communicate to me, what you imagine to be the hidden meaning 


which that allegory envelops? - “ La, fays fhe, you are fo dull to 
“day! Why are not the Comic and the Tracic Muse the 


~« daughters of Jurirgzr? and did they not, with the reft of the 


<< Muses their fitters, refide on Parnassus, a lofty hill that was 
<< watered by the Caftalian {pring? Were they not there vifited by 
« Aponio, the patron of all fcience, and in particular of poetry 
< and mufic? Did they not fly weftward at the approach of Bar- 
«© barians, who, though they left behind the glooms of the in- 
“ hofpitable North, yet brought with them the Crmmerian dar k- 
“ nels af ignorance, and fcarce left any traces of fcience in the 
« countries through, which they paffed? Did not the lovely 


“« fugitives find a refuge in BRITAIN ?”——But pray Madam, faid I, 


fhaking my right foot which hung over my left knee, will you 
condefcend to tell me, who is the confort of the king who afforded 
‘them protection? my letter fays, fhe was half filter to the ladies 
whom you fuppofe to be two of the mufes. ‘‘ Who,” replied Fra- 
VILLA pertly, “but Liperty: isnot Liperty the perpetual con- 
“¢ fort of the Kincs or Britain? and will any difpute, that Li- 
« perry is derived from Jove, the Parent or Goon?” Go on 
Madam, faid I. “ The great officer, faid fhe, is the Lorp 
« CHAMBERLAIN; the palaces are the THEaTReEs, which by 
** Royal authority are appropriated to the ufe of ‘TRAGEDY and 
¢ Comepy ; their attendants, the PLayeERs, are, indeed, the fer- 

“* vants 





























































































































r56 THE ADVENTURER Neaw2ée 


“yants of the Kinc, and are paid by the ftated fees for admit- 
“ tance into the houfe. The Pusric is the moft potent and vex 
‘© nerable body upon earth ; and the ‘Town, its illegitimate off 
** fpring, is infolent,, capricious, and cruel: the Town is perpe- 
“« tually. infulting the PLavers as its fervants; though, as fervants 
“to the Town, the lawconfiders them as enemies to fociety; and 
“« it 1s as fervants to the Kine only, that they are permitted to ex- 
** hibit public entertainments. It isto humour'the ‘Town, that the 
*© NEcROMANCER Harrequin has affociated with tumblers and 
‘ favages, to prophane the place which, under proper regulation, 
** would indeed be the {chool of wifdom and virtue. Every one 
‘“< prefent at a theatrical performance, is fuppofed to be in the 
* Roya PREsENCE; or at leaft the Peayers are under his more 
““ immediate protection: as‘every man has a right in «common 
“* with others to the dramatic eritertainment of “the evening, when 
‘* hehas purchafedan admittance to the houfe, it follows that no man 
“* has aright to monopolize, or to deftroy. it. An empty houte is by 
** the Prayers deemed*the moft dreadful ‘fign of popular difap- 
“< probation ; and when the Public’are difpleafed with ‘the enter- 
“ tainment that is offered them, to neglect it will be the moft ef. 
** fectual: means to procure a better: and as a full, or a thin houfe, 
‘* will indubitably exprefs the fentiment of a majority, the com- 
“* plaints of a faction-fhould be wholly difregarded.” 


FLAVILLA, as fhe concluded this fpeech, “in which the began to 
grow very warm, caft her eyes upon me, and expected my reply. 
But as I continued to gaze with great gravity at the fire, and re- 
mained filent ; fhe'gave mea {mart ftroke-with her fan, accompa- 
nied with this interrogation; “* You fullen’‘monfter, why don’t you 
“* {peak ? Do you hear me? publifh the letter, with my-expofition, 
“in your next paper, or—’ Madam, fays I bowing, it thall be 
done. In obedience, therefore,‘ to her command, and in jultice to 
mytlelf, ‘I lay the ftate of our controverfy before the Public, and 
doubt. not but that we thall be both fatished with their determina. 
tion. 
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TUESDAY, February 6, 1753. 
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Noxlog-———— Ai éle nor "Ayton eeyévorle. HEs1op. 


BV ese ae HE following letter was the firft voluntary 
p20 G5 contribution I received; and if it had been 
: longer, it would have been fooner communi- 
cated to my readers. It is written in the 
name of a lady, to whom J am indeed under 





fluence many of thefe lucubrations were written: her character is 
affaumed by my correfpondent with great art; but I difcovered 
that it was not real, by the conclufion of the letter, in which I 


am invited to an intimacy that I have long enjoyed. 


Dd To 
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To the ADVENTURER. 

oT R, Dec. 15, 1752. 
W ITH OUT detra€ting from the merits of your corref- 

| ponden t of Tuefday laft *, whofe precenfions to public re- 
g ‘i are undoubtedly well founded, I beg leave to make your pa- 
per my channel to fame; and am perfuaded the judicious reader 
will admit of my claim, when he is acquainted with my hiftory: 
and notwithftanding my fifter has artfully enough infinuated her fu- 
periority, and indeed hinted reflections capable of wounding the 
moft innocent character (as the firft ftory is generally well told) 
I fhall appeal to the impartial examiner, and expect my fhare of 
honour from his decifion. 


I fhall begin then with informing you, that Iam the elder, (a 
circun silanes my fifter’s pride made her fupprefs) and in the opinion 
of the beft judges the handfomer ; this her own vanity will hatdly 
deny, nor does fhe attempt to fhine but in my abfence. She ts in- 
deed fairer; but dark beauties are not only more agreeable, but 
more. durable: and. as fhe has--little to recommend her but her 
face, the indifference and neglect fhe complains of, “is the leis to be 
wondered at. Befides, the glare fhe affects in public, the fickle- 
nefs of her behaviour, the pleafure fhe'takes in difcovering the fe- 
crets intrufted to her, and, above-all, the fraud fhe practifes by 
continual promifes of being always the fame, are fufficient reafons 
why half who know her pay her fo little regard. 


For my own part, oftentation is my averfion; and my pride, 
which makes me fond of admiration, prevents my ufing a mean 
eondefcenfion to procure it. Though I drefs well, 1 am never 
gaudy; and when IP appear in my ‘blue robe’ with gold fpangles, 
and a‘crefcent on my forehead, 1 have the fatisfaction of feeing-my- 
felf ogled even by philofophers. Some of my fex may think’ this 
a triumph of {mall importance, and prefer the unmeaning applaufes 
of a coxcomb.to:the approbation of a man of underftanding ; but 
experience (the mother of true wifdom) has long fince convinced 
me, that real beauty is beft difcerned by real judges, and the ad- 
dreffes of a {enfible lover. imply the beft compliment to the under- 
ftanding of his mittrefs. 


THE 
* Numb. XI. 
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Tue affability of my temper, indeed, expofes me to-the vifits 
of all parties; and my eafinefs of accefs too frequently engages me 
in the difagreeable company of fools and fharpers; nay more, 
fometimes [am the unwilling {peGtator of riot and intemperance; 
but when this happens, I generally throw in fome reproof, and 
make the libertine, tho’ he curfes me, repent his excefs: nor is it 
the leaft of my praife, that my approach {trikes terror to the foul 


of the villain. 


I might rife in the reputation I fo juftly demand, by recounting 
the many important fervices I have done mankind: I have con- 
ducted armies in fafety, infpired politicians, refcued the diftreffed, 
and bleffed the brighteft eyes in Britain: I have induftrioufly con- 
cealed the fcandal my fitter has propagated, and received with a 
condefcenfion,: {carce found ina rival, the wretch whom her fol- 
lies had made weary of her fervice. 


By this time you may be defirous of my name, and (I think it 
no vanity to add) ambitious of my acquaintance. I formerly wasa 
friend tothe RamMBLER; nor-will the ApvENTURER’s intimacy 
with me lefien himin the opinion of his readers: for a proof of 
this, a great genius of the prefent age-courted my afisftance; and in 
gratitude for the favours he received from me, placed my name in 
‘the title page of the beft book in the language. After this expla- 
nation, itis almoft unneceflary to fub{cribe myfelf (at your fervice) 


S NIGHT. 


To the ADVENTURER. 

S Ty Ths 

T has been my long opinion, that a man’s general reputation 
I rather finks than rifes, upon his being farft diftinguifhed. by a 
public encomium; for one voice that ecchoes the praife, there are 
a hundred which, to indulge the {pleen that it excites, are em- 
ployed in detraéion. But of this perverfenefs and malignity I 
have never remarked a ftronger inftance, than in the effects of your 
recommendation of Mr. Ratfey and: Mr. Woodward; two gentle- 
men, who almoft every day, at a;confiderable expence, generouily 
repeat their offers to fave the poor from the miferies of an hofpital, 


by curing them gratis with much more eafe expedition and fatety. 
SOME 
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Some: perfons, rather than admit the uncommon merit of thefe 
gentlemen, have invidioufly reprefented your encomium as an 
irony ; and others have even ventured to deny the facts upon which 
itis founded. But though every paragraph which ‘was intended 
to reward ingenuity, is thus oppofed or perverted; yet that, in 
which you have:inadvertently difgraced it, is from the fame motives 
received in its genuine fenfe, and readily admitted to be true. It is 
denied, that Mr. Ratfey ever removed an incurable difeafe, and that 
Mr. Woodward is more fuccefsful in the cure of ruptures than the 

hofpital. furgeons ; but: it is: univerfally believed, that the youth 
whom you mention received'no benefit from the truffes that were 
worn by his friends: this, however, is -a faét in which you are 
yourfelf egregioufly miftaken, and which you have greatly mifre- 
prefented. You tell us, indeed, that this method deferves to be 
remembered for farther experiments; but you infinuate, that it 
was among thofe which had been: praCtifed without fuccefs, before 
the patient was put under Mr. Woodward’s care: on the contrary, 
it was directed by that greatartift himfelf-; and ts one of the moft 
ufeful improvements that he has made in furgery, though it is not 
to be depended upon “alone.. As’an inconteftible “proof of your 
miftake, and of the mifchief which. it: has produced, ‘I thall recite 
another addrefs to the Public in the behalf of Mr. Woodward, by 
which it appears that he now wears truffles for his patients himfelf. 
It isintitled, The. humble thanks of Elizabeth Tipping for ber-cure tn 
a rupture grates. 


‘© A gentleman,” fays Mrs. Tipping, recommended me to 
Saint Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and in * their goodnefs gave mea 
trufs to wear, and in wearing it to my grief, I found more pain 
than ever I felt before ; and I muft have laboured under this 
great misfortune all the days of my life, Had not Mr. Wood- 
ward ‘through: charity took me under his care’: by his tender 
compaflion towards me in giving me his ‘powders with drops, 
and wearing his new invented bandages, my pains left me.” 


Ir appears, therefore, that Mr. Woodward, inftead of giving 
Mrs. Tipping a trufs to wear, as the gentleman‘or the hofpital had 
done, gave her only his powders with drops, and wore the trufs him- 


felf. 


* Tt cannot certainly be known, whether by their, is meant the gentleman or 
the hofpital. 
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felf. As the facts, however ftrange, will be attefted at Mr. Rufel’s 
toyfhop in the Haymarket, and Mrs. Petro’s the corner of 8pring~ 
Gardens, it muft follow as an inevitable confequence, that when by 
the old erroneous cuftom of applying truffles or bandages to-the pa- 
tient, their malady is encreafed ; it may be wholly removed by medi- 
caments, properly adminiftered to them, and a trufs judicioufly ap- 
plied to another. In Mrs. Tipping’s cafe, indeed, there appears to 
have been fomething critical, becaufeMr.Woodward would truft none 
‘but himfelf,with the management of the bandage by which he intend~ 
ed to effect her cure; though the trufs for his Kentifh patient was 
‘worn by the minifter and church-wardens of the parith. There 
is, however, another reafon for this conduét, which I amr unt 
willing to fuggeft: your paper may have difcouraged others from 
coneutring -in this method of cure, by,.infinuating, that it was 
troublefome and had been practifed without fuccefs. If this fhould 
‘be true, how have-you increafed the labour of this beneficent far- 
‘geon; and at the fame time circumf{cribed his power of doing good! 
It is {carce pofiable that he fhould bevable, by any contrivance, to 
wear more than:ten of his bandages at one. time; and how {malla 
nunaber is:ten, compared.to the multitudes that apply for:his affi- 
{tance ! 


Upon the whole, whatever was your intention, I am afraid your 
paper has produced but one good effect. As modefty is always the 
concomitant.of merit, Mr. Ratfey no longer ofters health to thofe, 
who have fuffered others to render their difeafes incurable; but 
leaves them to perith, for the prefervation of thofe that furvive: 

Jjam, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
T. FRIENDLY. 

As it is the opinion of Mr. Friendly, that. I have conferred no 
‘honour by my panegyric, I fhall now attempt to effe€t my purpoie 
by cenfure. As phyfic is, perhaps, the moft difficult of ‘all the 
-{ciences,. no man more honours thofe who excel in it than myfelf, 
if I cannot, therefore, animate them in the race, I may at leaft clear 
the way about them, and afford merit a fairer chance, by leflening 
the number of competitors, who may obftruct others, though they 


cannot run themfelves. 
Tr 
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Le 


Ir is frequently admitted among perfons, whofe judgment is not 
otherwife contemptible, that a man without parts and without 
literature may pra@ife phyfic with fuccefs ; or in other words, that 
an illiterate blockhead may be a good phyfician. But as this maxim 
appears to me to be little lefs formidable than a peftilence, I think 
I thall do confiderable fervice to mankind if I can prevent it from 


{preadin g. 


Tuar the following argument may be more eafily comprehended 
and remembered, I have laboured to contract it into a {mall com- 
_pafs, and to exprefs my thoughts with the utmoft plainnefs and 
perfpicuity. 


I. MEDICINES are not fpecific antidotes for certain difeafes, 
which we hear diftinguifhed ‘by known and general names: 
— for 

II. Twenty perfons may be ill of a fever; and this fever may | 
be {o much 2 different difeafe in each, that an application 
which would certainly cure one of them, would certainly 
kill another: fo that the very efficacy of the medicine, if 
it is unfkillfully adminiftered, increafes the danger. 

Ill. Tue inveftigation of difeafes; the difcovery of their caufes 
by their fymptoms ; and the adaption of the remedy, not 
to the difeafe only, with all its accidental complications, but 
to the habit, age, fex, and conftitution of the patient; re- 
quire fuch fkill as can refult only from extenfive know- 
ledge, found judgment, and critical enquiry. 

1V. Tuis fkill cannot be exerted, if the patient is not feen. 

V. Gross ignorance of the propriety of language, in a man who 
pretends to have ftudid phyfic, is an inconteftible proof of 
infolence and ftupidity. | 

VI. He, therefore, who does not fee the abfurdity of profefling 
to cure incurable difeafes, cannot poflibly have acquired 
fufficient knowledge to cure any. 

VIL. ‘To dete& a man in deliberately writing and pubhifhing grofs 
nonfenfe, in an advertifement of his medical fkill, written 
in his native language, is to arreft the foe of mankind in his 
walk, and to intercept the arrow that flies in darknefs. 


Turs tafk is at prefent left to the ADVENTURER ; and this tafk 
he will continue to perform, ‘till the Legiflature hall take it out of 
his hands. 
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“Gelo fupinas fi tuleris manus 
Nafcente, Lund, ruftica Phidyk ; 
Nec peftilentem fentiet Africum 


Fecunda vitii— 
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ill, or that their minds are {ubject to the influ- 





ence of any invifible and malevolent being, are 
notions that of late have been treated with the 
utmoft contempt and difdain. And yet I have 
remarked, that men frequently neglect to prac- 
tife thofe duties of religion, without which they believe the Divine 
favour cannot be fecured, though by fuch neglect they do not ob- 


tain any immediate advantage. 
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Tre miférable wretches who fwarm in the ftreets of this me- 
tropolis, covered with filth and rags, pining with cold and hunger, 
and rotting with difeafes, will be found to have a general belief, 
that by going to church men pleafe Gop, and obtain the pardon of 
their fins; and yet thofe who expe& to be relieved by the congre- 
gation, will linger at the church door till the fervice is atan end. In 

this inftance, furely, they become in their own opinion the fervants 
of fin, for no other wages than death. To the rich, irreligion as well as 
vice fometimes offers immediate pleafure ; and it is eafy to conceive, 


why they fhould rather fink in a luxurious flumber on a bed of 


down, than kneel at the altar: but why does the beggar, in the 


feverity of wintér, fhiver at the porch, when he might take fhelter in 
the aifle? if he was as near to any other building which he could 
as eafily enter, he would not hefitate amoment; but rather than 
become a candidate for the bleffing ef Gop, he will forego the ad- 
vantage of exciting the charity of the devout, by. an appearance 


of devotion. 


Or the duties and the privileges-of religion, prayer.is generally 
acknowledged to be the chief:. and yet I am afraid, that there are 
few who will not be able to recollect fome feafons, in which their 
unwillingnefs to pray has been more than in proportion to the la- 
bour and the time that it required; feafons in which they would 
have been lefs willing to repeat a prayer than any other compofi- 
tion; and rather than have {pent five minutes in an addrefs to Gon, 
would have devoted an equal {pace of time whollyto the convenience 


of another, without any enjoyment or advantage to themfelves, 


Tuese. facts, I believe, will {carce be controverted by. any ;, and 
thofe who cannot fhew that they have adequate natural caufes muft 
allow that they have fome other. It muftalfo be acknowleged, that. 
if men are tempted to neglect the worfhip of Gop by any fpiritual 

enemy, » 


Noes. THE ADVENTURER, 16% 


énemy, to worfhip Gop is by fuch an enemy known to be their in- 
tereft: but becaufe I would not reft much upon this argument in 
favour of religion, I fhall only fay, that it has more force than any 


that I have heard againft it. 


I believe, indeed, there are fome who, with whatever reluGance, 
pundtually conform to the rituals of religion, as an atonement for 
‘an allowed and perpetual negleét of virtue; who dream that by 
‘going to church on Sunday, they balance the account of the week, 
and may again lie, defraud, {wear, and be drunken; with impu- 
nity. Thefe wretches, although in fpight of indignation they 
move my pity, I fhall not here reprove, becaufe their conduct 
«does not only imply the groflett ignorance, but the moft deplorable 
‘ftupidity ; and it is hopelefs to write for thofe, of whom it cannot 


‘be expected that they fhould read. - 


THERE are others who, believing that neither virtue nor religion 
alone is fufficient to fecure immortality, neglect religion as ufelefs, 
becaufe they cannot refolve to practife virtue : fo the purchafe of a 
tele(cope would be a fuperfluous expence to a man that is blind, tho’ 


all the advantages of fight cannet be obtained without it by thofeé 


who can fee. 


Upon thefe-flaves of ‘fenfuality, it is tobe feared, little effect can 
be produced, by an addrefs either to their reafon or their pafiions : 
for their reafon is already convinced, and their paffions alarmed’; 
they live in.a perpetual violation of the dictates of confcience; pur- 
pofes of amendment are every moment formed and broken; they 
look backward with remorfe, and forward with terror; and they 
accumulate guilt, even while they are anticipating judgment. Nor 
can I prefs them to put on an appearance of religion for meré 


temporary purpofes; not only becaufe it would be an aggravation 
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of their wickednefs, but becaufe it would conceal thear true cha- 


racter, and might, therefore, injure fociety. 


A man who lives apparently without religion, declares to the 
world, that he is without virtue, however he may otherwife con- 
ceal-his vices: for when the obftaclés to virtue are furmounted, the 
obftacles to. religion are few. What fhould reftrain him who has 
broken-the bonds of appetite, from rifing at the call of devotion? 
Will not he who has accomplifhed a work of difficulty, fecure-his 
reward at all events, when to fecure it is.eafy? Will not he that 


has panted in the race, ‘{tretch:forth his hand to receive the prize? 


Ir may, perhaps, be expected, ‘that from this general cenfure I 
fhould except thefe, who believe that all religion is the contrivance 
of tyranny.and cunning; and that every human action which has 
Deity for its object, is enthufiaftic and abfurd: but of thefe there 
are few, who. do not give other evidence of their want of virtue, 
than their neglect of religion: and even of this few it muft be ac- 
knowledged, that they have not equal motives to virtue; and there- 
fore to fay, that they have not equal virtue, 1s only to affirm that 
effects are proportionate to their cqgufes; a propofition which, lam 


confident, no philofopher will deny. 


By ‘thefe motives, I do not mean merely the hope and fear of 
future reward and punifhment; but fuch as arife from the exercife 


of religious duties, both in. public and in private, and efpecially of 


prayer. 


I know, that concerning the operation and effects of prayer, 
there has been much doubtful difputation, in which innumerable 
metaphyfical fubtilties have been introduced, and the underftanding 
has been bewildered in fophiftry, and affronted with jargon: thofe 


who 
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who have no other ptoofs of the fitnefs and advantage of prayer; 
than ate to be found among thefe fpeculations, are but little ac- 


quainted with the practice. 


“We who has acquired an experimental knowledge of this duty; 
knows that nothing fo forcibly reftrains from ill, as the remem- 
brance of a recent addrefs to HEAvEN for protection and affiftance. 
After having petitioned for power to refift’ temptation, there is fo 
great an incongruity in not continuing the ftruggle, that we blufh 
at the thought, and perfevere, fet we lofe all reverence for our- 
felves. - After fervently devoting our Souls to Gop, we ftart with 
horror at immediate apoftacy: every act of deliberate wickednefs 
is then complicated with hypocrify and ingratitude 5 it is a mockery 
of the FATHER or Mercy; the forfeiture of that peace in which 
we clofed our addrefs, anda renunciation of the hope that it 


infpired. 


For a proof of this, let every man afk himfelf, as in the pre- 
fence of Him who fearches the beart, whether he has never been 
deterred from prayer, by his fondnefs for fome criminal oratifica- 
tion, which he could not with fincerity profefs to give up, and 
which he knew he could not afterwards repeat without greater 
compunétion. If prayer and immorality appear to be thus in- 
compatible, prayer fhould not furely be lightly rejected by thofe, 
who contend that moral virtue is the fummit of human perfection ; 
nor fhould it be incumbered with fuch circumftances, as muft in- 
evitably render it lefs eafy and lefs frequent: it fhould be confi- 
dered as the wings of the foul, and fhould be always ready when 
a fudden impulfe prompts her to {pring up to Gop. We fhould 
not think it always neceflary to be either in a church or in our 
clofet, to exprefs joy, love, defire, truft, reverence, or complacency, 
in the fervor of a filent ejaculation, Adoration, hope, and even 
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a petition, may be conceived ina moment; and the defire of the 
heart may afcend, without words, to Him by whom our thoughts are 
known afar off. We who confiders himfelf as perpetually in the 
prefence of the ALMicuTy, need not fear that gratitude or ho- 
mage can ever be ill timed, or that it is profane thus to worfhip in 


any circumftances that are not criminal. 


THERE is no prefervative from vice, equal to this habitual and 
conftant intercourfe with Gop; neither does any thing equally 
alleviate diftrefs, or heighten profperity: in diftrefs, it fuftains us 
with hope ; and in profperity, it adds to every other enjoyment 
the delight of gratitude. 


Let thofe, therefore, who have rejected religion, as they have 
given up inconteftible advantages, try whether they cannot yet be 
recovered ; let them review the arguments by which their judg- 
ment has been determined, and fee whether they compel the affent 
of reafon: and let thofe, who, upon. this recollection, perceive, 
that, though they have profeffed infidelity, they do indeed believe 
and tremble; no longer facrifice happinefs to folly, but perfue 


that wifdom, whofe ways are pleafantnefs and peace. 
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A A 


——Dammnofa fenem juvat alea, ludit et bares. 


Jov. 


‘To the ADVENTURER. 





wae week is a remark of fome philofophers, that there 
is a malignity in human nature, which urges 
every man to deprefs him who is already fink- 
ing. The GAamesTer is a character, at which 
the artillery of the Legiflature has been long 
levelled: the practice of his profeffion has been rendered extremely 
difficult, and the inftruments of it have been deftroyed wherever 
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they could be found; he has been perfecuted by Juftices, Conftables, 
and Watchmen; he has languifhed in Newgate, and toiled in 
Bridewell. Under this accumulated diftrefs, he is not the object 
of pity but contempt: every mouth is open againft him; he is 
curfed by the mechanic and the trader, derided by wits, and 
hooted by the mob. In defence of this injured charaéter, which 
I have long born, and of which I am not yet afhamed, permit me 


to appear in your paper. 


In the firft place, Sir, the GamesTer is aGentleman: and tho’ 
he has been infulted by beggars and cits, the polite world is ftill in 
his intereft; and he has fill friends at Weftminfter, from the grey- 
headed general to the beardlefs fenator. “With the character of a 
Gentleman, there is but one vice which is now believed to be 
wholly incompatible ; and fuch is the malice of our enemies, that 
sve have been degraded by the imputation of it, and our ruling paf- 


fion is faid to be Avarice. 


But can he be avaricious, who trufts his whole property to 
Chance? who immediately circulates what he wins, with a libera- 
lity that has by others been cenfured as profufion? Can Avarice be 
his motive to play, who, with twenty thoufand pounds in the 
funds, fits down with aman whofe whole eftate he knows to be 
in his pocket, and to amount to no more than ten pieces? As the 
love of money appears inconteftably not to govern ene of thefe per- 
fons, it cannot be proved to govern the other :. the charge of Ava- 
rice is, indeed, fo ridiculous and abfurd, that:l am afhamed of an 


attempt to confute it. 


Tuis charge might with great juftice ‘be retorted upon Trade, 


which, when put: in competition with Gaming, muff appear to 
great 


. power, quality, or ufe, but as a ftake, 
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great difadvantage. Trade has befides introduced all the fuperfluities 
that have enervated and corrupted mankind: Trade has even pro- 
duced oppofite evils; it has pampered luxury, and wearied labour ; 


but Gaming has done neither. 


TRADE, indeed, circulates Property; but Property might with 
greater advantage be circulated by Gaming. If it be afked, how 
the perfons employed in this delightful circulation of Property, are 
to be furnifhed with the neceffaries of life, when TRADE is at an 
end ; I anfwer, that the neceflaries of life, in the eftimation of 
Virtue and the Gamesrer, are few; a fheep{kin, a hovel, and 
a dice-box, would furnifh the Gamefter with fufficient apparel, 
fhelter, and entertainment, and with thefe he would be as happy 
as he is now ; for he has no power of acquiring happinefs that is 


not exerted in Play, andof other happinefs he has indeed no con- 


ception. 


Ir Play was then univerfally perfued, as at once comprehending 
all bufinefs and all pleafure, one man might not only grow rich 
and another poor; but the fame perfon might alternately pafs thro’ 
all the viciffitudes of fortune, while he fat upon the ground in the 
fun, without toiling in the manufactory or fweating at the forge, 


without the perplexity of accounts or the perils of a voyage. 


Ip it be again afked, when life is reduced to this ftate of primi- 
tive fimplicity, what would be the advantage of Wealth; I ant- 
wer, the fame as it is at prefent to thofe who poflefs more than 
they. {pend, a confcioufnefs that they are wealthy and thofe who 
are capable of more exalted felicity, would enjoy in the acquifition 


a ; 
the tranfport of Winning, without confidering money to have any 
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TuesE, indeed, are Utopian fcenes ; and I return with a figh 
to vindicate my profeffion from other imputations, which are e- 


qually falfe and injurious. 


Ir has been faid, that we are ftrangers to reciprocal felicity ; 
and that the happinefs of one Gamefter is produced by the mifery 
of another, the pain of him who lofes, being always proportioned 
to the pleafure of the winner. But this is only the cavil of popular 
prejudice : if I am happy, what is it to me who elfe is miferable ? 
Every man, whatevér he may pretend, is concerned only for 
himfelf; and might, confiftent with right reafon, cut any other 
man’s throat, if he could efcape punifhment, and fecure to him- 
felf any advantage by the fact. If any of your readers have ftill 
fcruples, and defire to fee this doctrine farther illuftrated, I refer 


them to the great Dr. ManpbEvitLe’s Fable of the Bees. 


Among other enemies, that have been encouraged to fall upon 
the Gamesrer in his diftrefs, is Bigotry or Religion; for I con- 
fider both thefe ternis as expreffions of the fame idea, Bigotry, 
then, accufes us with exercifing our employment ona Sunday 
but this accufation is the effect of fuch complicated folly, igno- 
rance and malice, that it could have had no other author. Not 
to infift, that a Gentleman is under no moral obligation to regard 
one day more than another, is he to be infulted for doing that, 
which has a direct tendency to deftroy luxury root and branch, 
on a Sunday ? Shall Virtue, in this enlightened age, be given 
up to Ceremony? and Patriotif{m be ftigmatized as Impiety? I 
have, on every other article, -beén able to keep my temper; but 


I can never hear the cant of Bigotry with patience. 


THERE 


> 
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THERE is, however, another charge, which I thall not obviate 
as an imputation of prophanenefs, but of folly. It is faid: that 
we utter the moft horrid oaths and imprecations ; that we invocate 
beings whom we do not believe to exift, and denounce curfes 
that can never be fulfilled. This has, indeed, been practifed in 
our affemblies ; but by thofe only who are novices in the pro- 
feffion: for among other advantages that arife from Ggming, is 
‘fuch a filent acquiefcence in the will of Fortune, as would do 
honour to a Stoic; or at leaft, a calm philofophical immutability 
of countenance, by which all-that paffes in the bofom is con- 


cealed. 


THis acquifition, it muft be confefled, requires fome parts and 
long practice ; but there have been many illuftrious examples of it 
among Us. A Gentleman, my particular friend, who had the 
honour to be many years an eminent Gamefter, being without 
money, committed a robbery upon the highway to procure another 
ftake, that he might return to his profeffion: it happened, unfor- 
tunately, that he was taken; and though he had great intereft 
with fome perfons that fhall be namelefs, yet he was convicted 
and hanged. This Gentleman’s ill luck continued all the while 
he was in goal; fo that he was compelled to difpofe of his body 
to the furgeons, and loft the money to a Friend who vifited him 
in the cells the night before his execution. He appeared, however, 
next morning with great compofure ; no reflection on the paft, no 
anticipation of the future, caufed him once to change counte- 
nance during his paflage to the gallows : and though he was about 
to receive death from a greafy fcoundrel, whom he knew once 
to have been.a butcher, yet he {wore but two oaths in the cart; 
and was fo indifferent, as to what fhould afterwards befall him, 


that he bravely refufed to fay Amen to the prayers, 
Ir 
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Ir by ‘your communication of thefe. hints, the clamours of © 
flander fhall be filenced, and the true character of a GampsTer 





fhall be more generally known,—~ I have fecrets which may be — 





communicated entre nous — and the next dead fet — you under- 





ftand me <i am a Man of Honour, and you may command, 
Sir, Yours, &c. 


TIM. COGDIE, 
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SATURDAY, February 17, 1753. 





Felices ter et amplius 
Quos irrupta tenet copula: nec malts 
Divulfus, querimonits 
Suprema citius folvet amor die. . Hor. 


5 Ge HOUGH I devote this lucubration to the 
|! ladies, yet there are fome parts of it which I 
? hope will not be wholly ufelefs to the gentle- 
men: and, perhaps, both may expect to be~ 
addrefled upon a fubjeét, which to both is of 
equal importance ; efpecially after I have ad- 
mitted the public recommendation of it, by 

my. corref{pondent Mr. TowN.Ly. 





Tr has been univerfally allowed, and with great reafon, that 
setween perfons who marry there fhould be fome degree of 
Gg equality, 
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equality, with refpect to age and condition. Thofe who. violate 
@ known truth, deferve the infelicity they incur: I fhall, therefore, 
only labour to preferve innocence, by detecting error. 


Wirn the ladies it is a kind of general maxim, that the def 
bufband is a reformed RAKE; a maxim which they have probably 
derived from comedies and novels, in which fuch a hufband is 
commonly the reward of fernale’ merit. But the belief of this 
maxim, is an inconteftable proof, that with the true character of a 
Rake the ladies are wholly anacquainted. “* They’have,” indeed, 
« heard ofa wild young gentleman, who would rake about the 
“town, and take up his lodging at a bagnio; who had told 
“* many a girl a pretty ftory, that wds fool enough to believe him; 
‘¢ and had a right to many a child that did not call him father: 
“ but that in fome of thefe frolicks he thought no harm, and for 
“¢ others he had fufiiciently fuffered™, But, let the ADVENTURER 
be believed, thefe are-words of dreadful import, and thouta al-_ 


ways be thus underftood ;— 


“To rake-about town and ledge ata bagnio, 1s to” affociate 
“« with the vileft and moft abandoned of human beings ; it is to 
*¢ become familiar with blafphemy and Jewdnefs, and frequently 
“‘ to {port with the moft deplorable mifery: to tell pretty ftories 
* to credulous girls, is to deceive the fimiplicity of innocence by 
“ eunningand falfhood : to be the father of a namelefs progeny, 
* is to defert thofe, whofe tears only can implore the protection, 
“to which of all others they have the ftrongeft and the ten- 
“ dereft claim; it is more than to be aman without affection, 
“it is to be a brute without inftin@. To think no harm in fome 
“ of thefe frolicks, is to have worn out all fenfibility. of. the 
“ difference between right and wrong; and to have fuffered for 
“others, isto have a body contaminated with difeafes, which in 
“ fome degréé are certainly tranfmitted to pofterity.” 


Ir is to be hoped, that the mere exhibition of this picture, 
will be fufficient to deter the ladies fram precluding happinefs by 
marrying 
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marrying the original; and from difcouraging virtue, by making 
vice neceffary to the character which they prefer. 


Bur they frequently act upon another principle, which tho’ 


not equally fatal and abfurd, may yet produce great infelicity. 


Wuen the Rake is excluded, it will be generally fuppofed, that 
fuperior intelleCtual abilities ought always to determine the choice. 
AA man of fine fenfe, 1s, indeed, a character of great dignity ; and the 
ladies have always been advifed to prefer this to every other, as it 
includes a capacity to beftow shat refined, exalted, and permanent 
jelicity, which alone ts worthy of a rational being. But I think it 
probable, that this advice, however {pecious, has been often given 
for no other reafon, than becaufe to give it flattered the vanity of 
the writer, who fondly believed he was drawing his own character 
and exciting the envy and admiration of his readers. This advice, 
however, the ladies univerfally affect to approve, and probably for 
a fimilar reafon; fince every one imagines, that to hold intellectual 
excellence in high eftimation, is to demonftrate that fhe pof- 
feffes it. 


As he that would perfuade, fhould be fcrupuloufly careful not 
to offend, I wiil not infinuate that there are any ladies, by whom the 
peculiar beauties of an exalted underftanding cannot be difcerned ; 
and who have not, therefore, a capacity for half the pleafure which 
it can beftow. And yet I think there is another excellence which 
is much more effential to conjugal felicity, Goop Nature. 


I know that Good Nature has, like Socrates, been ridiculed in 
the habit of folly; and that folly has been dignified by the name 
of Good Nature. But by Good Nature, I do not mean that 
flexible imbecility of mind which complies with every requett, 
and inclines a man at once to accompany an acquaintance to a 
brothel at the expence of his health, and to keep an equipage for 
a wife at the expence of his eftate. Perfons of this difpofition have 
feldom more benevolence than fortitude, and frequently perpetrate 


deliberate cruelty, 
In 
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In true Good Nature, there is neither the acrimony of {pleen, 
nor the fullennefs of malice; it is neither clamorous nor fretful, 
neither eafy to be offended, nor impatient to revenge; it is a tender 
fenfibility, a participation of the pains and pleafures of others; and 
is, therefore, a forcible and conftant motive, to communicate hap- 
pinefs and alleviate mifery. 


As human nature is, from whatever caufe, in a ftate of great 
imperfection, it is furely to be defired, that a perfon whom it. is 
moft our intereft to pleafe, fhould not fee more of this imperfec- 
tion than we do ourfelves. i 

I fhall perhaps be-told, that a man of Jenfe can never ufe a woman 
zll. The latter part of this propofition is a phrafe of very extenfive 
and various fignification: whether a man of fenfé can w/e a woman 
il, I will not inquire; but I fhall endeavour to fhew, that he may 


make her extremely wretched. 


Prrsons of keen penetration and great delicacy of fentiment, as 
they muft neceffarily be more frequently offended than others; fo, 
as a punifhment for the offence, they can inflict more exquifite pain, 
becaufe they can wound with more poignant reproach: and by him, 
whom Good Nature does not reftrain from retaliating the pain that: 
he feels, the offence, whether voluntary or’ not, will: always be 
thus punifhed. 


Ir this punifhment is fuffered with filence, confufion, and tears, 
it is poffible that the tyrant may relent ; but this, like the remorfe 
of a murderer, 1s too late: the dread of incurring the fame an- 
guith by a like fault, will fubftitute for the fmile of chearfulnefs, 
that funfhine of beauty, the glooms of doubt, folicitude, and 
anxiety: the offence will notwithftanding be again repeated; the: 
punifhment, the diftrefs, and the remorfe, will again return; be- 
caufe error is involuntary, and anger is not reftrained. If the re- 
proach is retorted, and whether it was deferved becomes the fub- 
yet of debate, the confequences are yet more dreadful: after a 
vain attempt to fhew an incongruity, which can no more be per- 


ceived. 
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ceived than founds by the deaf, the hufband will be infulted for 
caufelefs and capricious difpleafure, and the wife for folly, perverfe- 
| nefs, and obftinacy. In thefe circumftanees, what will become of 
the refined, the exalted, and the permanent felicity, which alone is 
worthy of reafonable beings, and which elevated Genius only can beftow? 


“Tar this conduétis by a man of ‘fenfe known to be wrong, I 
ama content to allow: but it muft alfo be granted, that the .difcern- 
ment of wrong is not always a propentfity to right ; and that if pain. 
was never infliéted, but when it was known to produce falutary 
effects, mankind would-be much mere happy tha: they are. 


Goop Nature therefore, : if intelle@tual excellence. cannot a- 
tone for the want of it, mutt be.admitted as the higheft perfonal 
merit. If, without it, wifdom is not kind; without it, folly muft be 
brutal. “Letit,-therefore, be once more repeated, “ The quality 
“. moft effential to conjugal felicity, isGoop NaTuRE.” And 
furely, whatever accidental difference'there may happen to be.in 
_the conceptions or judgment of a hufband and wife, if neither can 
give pain or pleafure without feeling it themfelves, it is eafy to, per- 
ceive, which fenfation they will concur to produce. 


Ir may: now be expected, ‘that! {hould give fome general rules, 
‘by which the ladies may difcover the difpofition of thofe, by whom 
‘they are addreffed: but itis extremely dificult, -to dete&t malevo- 

lence amidtt the affiduities of courtfhip, and to diftinguifh the man 
‘under that almoft infcrutable difguife the lover. Good Nature, 
however, is not indicated by the fulfome fawning of a perpetual 
grin, the loud laughter which almoft anticipates the jeft, or the 
conftant echo of every fentiment; neither is it fafeto truft the ap- 
pearance of profufe liberality, or bufy officioufnefs.. Let. it rather 
‘be remarked, how the lover is -affeGted by incidents, in which the 
lady is not concerned; what is his behaviour to his immediate de- 
pendants, and whether they approach him with a flavifh timidity, 
‘or with the chearful reverence of voluntary fervitude? Is he ever 
merry at the expence of another; or does he ever attempt thus to 
excite mirth in his miftrefs? Does he mention the abfent with can- 
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dour, and behave to.thofe who are prefent with a manly compla- 
cency? By adiligent attendance to thefe circumftances, perhaps a 
probable judgment may be formed of his character. 


To conclude with a general remark ;, -Good Nature is not-of lefs 
importance to ourfelves, than to others. ~The morofe and petulant 
firft feel the anguifh that they give: reproach, revilings, -and in- 
vective, are but the overflowings of their own-infelicity, and are 
conftantly again forced back upon their fource. Sweetnefs.of 
temper is not, indeed, an acquired but a natural excellence; and 
therefore, to recommend it to thofe who have it not, may be 
deemed rather an infult than advice. But let that-which in hap- 
pier natures is inftin@t, in thefe be reafon; let them perfue the 
fame conduct, impelled by a nobler motive. As the fournefs of 
the crab inhances the value of the graft, fo that which on its pa- 
rent plant is‘'Good Nature, will on a lefs kindly ftock be improved 
intoVirtue. No action by which others receive pleafure or pain, - 
-is indifferent: the Sacred rule, Do that to others which ye would that 
others foould do to you, extends to every deed; and every word frail 
be brought into judgment. 
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To be continued on TurspDAYs and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, February 20; 1753. 





Invidia Siculi non invenere Tyrannt 


Pe Hor. 


Majus tormentum— 





WN OON afterthe expiration of that golden age, 
in which perpetual and fpontaneous plenty pre- 
cluded all temptation to violence and fraud, 


wa 
3%) APOLLO, the God of wifdom, of eloquence and 





mufic, became enamoured of:one of the Nymphs 
who graced the train of Diana, The Nymph, whofe name time 
has not preferved with her ftory, was at firft inflexible; but the 
{uit which her chaftity refufed, her vanity ftill continued to permit; 
and thus, though wifdom, eloquence, and mufic, were ineffectual, 
yet perfeverance prevailed. The pride of virtue was imperceptibly 
Hh foft- 
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foftened; and the fenfe of guilt had been fo often loft in the anticipa- 
tion of delight, that it did not always return : to this delight there 
remained no obftacle but the fear of fhame; and the fear of fhame; 


as defire perpetually increafed, was at laft furmounted. 


Apotto perceived and perfued his advantage; and the Nypmph 
filently confented to an affignation: the place was a grotto far feque- 


ftered from the path of the traveller, and the time was midnight, 


WHEN nature no longer lavifhed her bounty upon idlenefs, and 
the fruits of the earth were beftowed only upon labour; when the 
harveft and the vintage ceafed to be common, and the bounds of pro- 
-perty were fet up; many vices under human forms became inhabi- 
tants of the earth, and affociated with mankind. Of fome, the 
-external appearance was pleafing, and their qualities were not im- 
mediately difcovered. Among thefe vices was ENvy: Envy, in- 
-deed, was never lovely; but fhe was then young, nor was the ma- 


Jignity of her mind yet expreffed in her perfon. 


As APOLLO was enamoured of the Nymph, Envy was ena- 
moured of Apouro: fhe watched ‘his defcent, therefore, with all 
the impatience of defire ; and though fhe knew her own paftion to 
ibe hoplefs, yet the difcovery of his addreffes to another, diftratted 
her with jealoufy: fhe was always bufied to procure intelligence 
which ‘could only increafe her torment; and was perpetually con- 


templating the happinefs which fhe defpaired ‘to enjoy. 


Ir happened that the aflignation of the lovers was overheard by 
Echo, and by Echo repeated toEnvy. ‘This intelligence rouzed her 


to 
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to ayet keener fenfibility of mifery: to intercept the happinefs of 
a rival, was the firft objet of her wifh; and the next moment 
the conceived a defign of fecuring that happinefs to herfelf. To 
effe@: both thefe purpofes, a thoufand projects had been by turns 
contrived, examined, and rejected ; her mind was more violently 
agitated, in proportion as the time drew ‘more near; and after all 
the toil of thinking had ended in defpair, an expedient fuddenly 
ftarted into her mind, which fhe perceived at once to be fimple 
and eafy ; fhe wondered how it had been before overlooked, and 


refolved immediately to put it in execution. 


Ir was within one hour of midnight, when the Nymph took her 
‘way to the grotto. She was now pale with remorfe, and now 
fluthed with fhame ; fhe hefitated ; her bofom again beat with an- 
ticipated delight; fhe trembled, and went forward. Envy perceived 
her at a diftance ; and caft round her a thick cloud, which fcarce 
the beams of Pheebus himfelf could have diffipated. The Nymph 
looked round for the grotto, but fuddenly perceived herfelf to be 
involved in impenetrable darknefs ; fhe could difcover neither the 
fky above her, nor the ground-en which fhe ftood: fhe {topt fhort, 
terrified and aftonifhed ; defire was chilled in her veins, and she 


fhuddered at the temerity of her purpofe. 


In this dreadful moment fhe had no hope of deliverance, but from 
the power whofe laws fhe had been about to violate; and fhe, there- 
fore, addreffed this prayer to Diana: “‘ Chafte queen of irre- 
‘© proachable delight! who, though my mind had renounced thy 
** influence, haft yet by this omen preferved me from corporal 
** difhonour; O! guide me in fafety through the terrors of this 

<° guilty 
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«© ouilty night: let me once more be permitted to perfue the 
« chace at thy fide ; and to iningle with the happy virgins, whom 
cn arfulnels, the daughter of innocence, affembles at thy bower!” 
As-the uttered this prayer, fhe haftily tarned about; and the moment 
‘fhe made an effort to go back, her prayer was granted: the gloom that 


furrounded her was diffipated ; and fhe again perceived'the mild ra- 


diance of her queen tremble upon the foliage of ‘the ‘trees, and 


chequer the path before her with a filver light. She now fprang 
forward, impelled by that joy which her deliverance had infpired’: 
her fpeed was no longer reftrained by the timidity of guilt; the 
folitary way was repafled in a moment; and her defire to return 
had been fo ardent, that fhe could fcarce believe it to be accom- 


plithed. | ¢ 


‘In the mean time, Envy had ‘entered the grotto, and was ex- 
‘petting Apotto: fhe heard him approach with a tumult of 
paffions, in which pain was predominant; and fhe received him 
in filence and confufion, which otherwife fhe would have ‘found it 


difficult to feign. ' 


WueEn the momentary tranfport, which fhe had thus’ obtained, 
was at an end, fhe perceived that it had been too dearly pur- 
-chafed with fafety: fhe refleted upon her fituation with terror ; 
and wifhed, too late, that the Nymph, whofe pleafure fhe had in- 
tercepted, had received it in her ftead, as it would have been more 
than counterbalanced by a {mall proportion of her pain: her pain 
was not, however, produced by regretting the lofs of innocence, 


‘but by anticipating the punifhment of guilt, 


APOLLO, 


Te 
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Apotto, whe knew not how wretched and malignant a being 
the had clafped to his bofom, whifpered a thoufand tender fenti= 
anents, and urged her to reply. Envy was ftill filent; but 
knowing that fhe could not in thefe circumftances continue long 
undetected, fhe fuddenly collected all her force, and fprung from 
him, hoping to have efcaped unknown in the darknefs of the 
night: but juft as fhe reached the entrance of the grotto, he again 
‘caught her in his arms. Envy fhrieked in the anguith of de- 
{pair ; and the God himfelf ftarted back with aftonifhment: he 
would not, however, quit his hold of the fugitive; and Diana, 
that fhe might not lofe an opportunity to punifh incontinence, 
darting her rays directly upon the place, Aporro difcovered the 
features of Envy, and turned from her with abhorrence. After 
a moment's recollection, looking again fternly upon her, “ Loath- 
‘«< ed and detefted as thou art,” faid he, ‘‘ I cannot deftroy thee, 
“* for thou art immortal as the felicity of heaven; and I with not 
“ to deftroy thee, for immortality is thy curfe, But may my 
“© arms again embrace thee, and may thy bofom be again preffed 
“to mine, if thy power thus to prophane the delights of love 
“¢ end not this moment for ever: henceforth thy face fhall be de- 
“ formed with the characteriftics of want and age, and fnakes 
“ inftead of hair fhall be the covering of thy head; thy breatts 
*« fhall be lengthened to thy waift, and thy fkin fhall be fuffufed 
« with gall.” While he was yet fpeaking, the frefhnefs of youth 
faded from her cheeks; her eyes funk inward; her treffes, that 
flowed in loofe ringlets upon her fhoulders, were fuddenly con- 
tracted ; and wreathing themfelves in various contortions, a new 
brood of ferpents hiffed round her head ; her flefh became flaccid, 
her fkin appeared fhrivelled and yellow, and her whole form ex- 


prefied at once malignity and wretchednefs, 
Tuus 
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Tuts changed, fhe fled ‘from the prefence of Aroruo: bat 
the carried with her not 4 wmemorial of her crime only, ‘but of 
that pleafute which her punifhment +had:rendered.it impoflible to 
repeat. A: child, which fhe regarded as at once her glory and her 
dame, was at length born, and afterwatds known among man 


Kind by the name of CUNNING. 


In-Cunnine, ‘the qualities both of ‘the father and the mother, 
‘as far as they are compatible, are united. As:the progeny of Envy, 
-he regards whatever is. amiable and good with malignity; the end 
that he propofes, therefore, is always the :gratification of wices 
but he inherits fo much of.his father’s wifdom, that ‘he fre- 


quently perfues that end by the moft effectual means. 


Aut, therefore, whom ‘Wifdem would difdain to:counfel, ap- 
ply to Cunninc. But of the votaries of Cunninc, even thofe 
who fucceed are difappointed: they do, indeed, frequently obtain 
the immediate objet of their with; but they are ftill reftlefs and 
~unfatisfied ; as the ftatefman, after he has gratified his apmldax 


fill fichs in vain for felicity. 
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SATURDAY, February 24, 1753. 


Munda—parvo fub lare Pauperum 
Cena, *jine aulats et oftro, 
Sollicttam explicuére frontem. ‘Flor. 


wy MAR, the hermit of the mountain Aubukabis, 
t& which rifes on the Eaft of Mecca.and overlooks 
the city, found one evening a man fitting .pen- 
WWW five.and alone, within.a few. paces of his cell. 
ee OMAR regarded him with attention, and .per- 
g ceived that his looks were wild and haggard, 
and.that his body was feeble and emaciated : 
the man alfo feemed to gaze ftedfaftly on Omar; .but fuch was 
the abftraction of his mind, that his eye did not immediately take 
cognizance of its object: in. the moment of recollection he ftarted 
as from a dream, he covered his face in confufion, and bowed 
himfelf.to the ground. “ Son of :affliction,” faid Omar, ‘‘ who 
“‘ art thou, and what is thy diftrefs?” ‘* My name,” replied the 
firanger, ‘“‘ Is Hassan, and Lama native of this city: the angel 
Li ‘< of 
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< of adverfity has laid his hand upon me ; and the wretch whom 
s: thine eye compaffionates, thou canft not deliver.” ‘‘ To deliver 
« thee,” faidOmar, “ belongs to Him only, from whom we fhould 


* receive with humility both good and evil: yet hide not thy life 


«© from me; for the burthen which I cannot remove, I may at 
«© Jeaft enable thee to fuftain.” Hassan fixed his eyes upon the 


‘ground, and remained fome time filent; then fetching a deep figh, 


he looked up at the hermit, and thus complied with his requeft. 


Ir is now fix years, fince our mighty lord the Caliph Alimalic, 
whofe memory be blefied, firft came privately to worfhip in -the 
temple of the holy city. The bleffings which he petitioned of the 
Prophet, as the Prophet's vicegerent he was diligent to difpenfe: in 


the intervals of his devotion, therefore, he went about the city, 


relieving diftrefs and reftraining oppreffion: the widow fmiled un- 


der his protection, and the weaknefs of age and infancy was fuf- . 


tained by his bounty.. I, who dreaded no evil but ficknefs, and ex- 
pected no good beyond the reward of my labour, was finging at 
my work, when Almalic entered my dwelling. He looked round 
with a f{mile.of complacency ; perceiving that though it was mean 
it was neat, and that though I was poor I appeared to be con- 
tent. As his habit was that of a pilgrim, I hafted to receive him 


with fuch hofpitality as was in my power; and my chearfulnefs 


was rather increafed than reftrained by his prefence. After 
he had accepted fome coffee, he afked me many queftions ; and 
though by my anfwers I always endeavoured to excite him to 
mirth, yet I perceived that he grew thoughtful, and eyed me with 
a placid but fixed attention. I fufpected that he had fome know- 
ledge of me, and therefore inquired his country and his natne. 
© Flassan,” faid he, ‘ I have raifed thy curiofity, and it:fhall be 
‘© fatisfied: he, who now talks with thee, is Almalic, the fove- 
‘«“ reign of the faithful, whofe feat is the throne of Medina, and 
‘© whofe commmiffion is from above.” 'Thefe words ftruck me 


dumb with aftonifhment, though I had fome doubt of their truth: 


but Almalic throwing back his garment, difcovered the peculia- 


rity of his veft, and put the royal fignet upon his finger’ 1 then 


ftarted up, and was about to: proftrate myfelf before him, but he 
prevented me: “ Hassan,” faid he, * forbear; thou art greater 
“ than J, and from thee I have at once derived humility and wif- 


<¢ dom.) 





No. 32. Te HEAD, VebNeT. U RaELR. 189 


* dom.” I. anfwered, ‘* Mock not thy fervant, who is but as a 
“© worm before thee: life and death are in thy ‘hand, and hap- 
‘© pinefsand mifery are the daughters of thy will.” “ Hassan,” 
he replied, ‘* I can no otherwife give life or happinefs, than by 
“ not taking them away: thou art thyfelf beyond the reach of my 
*« bounty, and pofleffed of felicity which I can neither communi- 
“< cate nor obtains My influence over others, fills my bofom with 
“© perpetual folicitude and anxiety; and yet my influence over 
“« others extends only to their vices, whether I would reward or 
“ punifh. By the bow-ftring, I can reprefs violence and. fraud ; 
«< and by the delegation of power, I can transfer the infatiable 
‘¢ wifhes of avarice. and ambition from one object to another ; but 
“< with refpect to virtue, I am impotent : if I could reward it, I 
“© would reward it in thee. Thou art content, and haft therefore 
‘* neither avarice nor ambition : to exalt thee, would deftroy the 
“* fimplicity of thy life, and diminifh that happinefs which I have 
** no power, either to increafe or to continue.” He then rofe up, and 
commanding me not.to difclofe his fecret departed. 


As foon as I-recovered from the confufion and aftonifhment in 
which the Caliph left me, I began to regret that my behaviour had 
intercepted his bounty ; and accufed that chearfulnefs of folly, 
which was the concomitant of poverty and labour. I now repined 
-at the ob{curity, of my ftation, which my former infenfibility had 
perpetuated: .I neglected my labour, becaufe I defpifed the reward: 
I {pent the day-in-idlenefs, forming romantic projects to recover 
the advantages which:I had loft: and at night, inftead of lofing 
miyfelf.in that {weet and refrefhing fleep, from which I ufed to rife 
with new health, chearfulnefs and vigour; I dreamt of fplendid 
habits, and a.numerous retinue, of gardens, palaces, eunuchs, and 
-women; and waked, only to regret the illufions that had vanithed. 
My health was at length impaired by the inquietude of my mind; 
I fold.all my moveables for fubfiftence ; and referved only a mat- 
trafs, upon which I fometimes lay from one night to another. 


In the firft moon of the following year, the Caliph came again 
to Mecca, with the fame fecrecy, and for the fame purpofes, He 
was willing once more to fee the man, whom he confidered as de- 
tiving felicity from himfelf, But he found me, not finging at my 
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work, ruddy with health, and vivid with chearfulnefs ; but’ pale and 


dejected, fitting on the ground, and chewing opium, which contri- 
‘buted to fubftitute the phantoms of imagination for the realities of 


greatnefs. He entered with-a kind of joyful impatience in his 
countenance, which, the moment he beheld: me, was changed 
to a mixture of wonder and pity. I:had often wifhed for ano- 
ther opportunity to addrefs the Caliph ; yet I was.confounded 
at his prefence, and throwing myfelf at his feet, I laid my 
hand upon my head, and was fpeechlefs. ‘* Hassan,” faid 
he, ‘ what canft thou have loft, whofe wealth was the labour 
‘“* of thy own hand? and what can have made thee fad, the 
“‘ fpring of whofe joy was in thy own bofom-? ‘What evil 
«* hath befallen thee? Speak, and if I can remove it, thou art 
“ happy.” -I was now encouraged to look up, and I replied, ‘* Let 
‘‘ my Lord forgive the prefumption of his fervant, who rather 
« than uttera falfhood would be dumb:for ever. I am become 
‘© wretched by the lofs.of that which I never poffeffed: thou haft 
‘¢ raifed wifhes,.which indeed I am not worthy thou fhouldft fatif 
“ fy; but why fhould it be thought, that he who was happy in 
“© obfcurity and indigence, would not have been rendered more 
«© happy by eminence and wealth.’ ” 


Wuew I had finifhed'this fpeech, Almalic ftood fome moments 
in fufpenfe, «and I continued proftrate before him. ‘ Hassan,” 
faid he, ‘I perceive, not:with indignation but regret, that I 
‘“* miftook thy character, I now difcover avarice and ambition in 
thy heart, which lay torpid only becaufe their objects were too 
remote to rouze them: ‘I-cannot, theréfore, ‘inveft thee with 
authority, becaufe I-would not*fubjec&t my people to oppréffion ; 
and becaufe I would not be compelled to punifh thee for crimes, 
which I firft enabled thee to commit. But as*I have taken from 
thee that which I cannot -reftore, I will at leaft gratify the 
wifhes that I excited, left thy heart accufe me of injuftice, and 
thou continue ftill a ftranger to thyfelf. -Arife, therefore; and 
follow me.” I fprung from the ground as it were with the 
wings of an eagle; I kiffed the hem of his garment in an extafy of 
gratitude and joy ; and when I went out of my houfe, my heart 
leaped.as if I had efcaped from the den of alion. 1 followed Al- 
malic to the Caravanfara in which he lodged; and after he had 
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fulfilled his vows, ‘he took me with him to Medina. He gave me 
an apartment in the Seraglio ; I was attended by his own fervants ; 
my provifions were fent from his own’ table; and I received every 
‘week a fum from his treafury, which exceeded the moft romantic 
of my expectations. But I foon difcovered, that no dainty was fo 
tafteful, as the food to which labour procured an appetite ; no 
flumbers fo fweet, as thofe which wearinefs invited; and no time 
fo well enjoyed, as that in which diligence is expecting its reward. 
I remembered thefe enjoyments with regret; and while I was 
fighing in the midft of fuperfluities, which though they encum- 
bered life yet Icould not give up, they were fuddenly taken away. 


ALMALIC, in the midft of the glory of his kingdom, and in the 
full vigour of his life, expired fuddenly in the bath: fuch thou 


knowe(t was the deftiny, which the ALMicuty had written upon 
his head. 


His fon Aububekir, who fucceeded to the throne, was incenfed 
againft me, by fome who regarded me at once with contempt and 
envy: he fuddenly withdrew my penfion, and commanded that I 
fhould be expelled the palace: a command which my enemies 
executed with fo much rigour, that within twelve hours I found 
myfelf in the ftreets of Medina, indigent and friendlefs,’expofed 
to hunger and derifion, with all the habits of luxury, and all the 
fenfibility of pride. O! let not thy heart defpife me, thou whom 
experience has not taught, that it is mifery to lofe that which it is 
not happinefs to poffefs. Ov! that for me, this leffon had not been 
written on the tablets of Providence! ‘I have travelled from Me- 
dina to Mecca ; but I cannot fly from myfelf. How different are 
the ftates in which I have been placed! the remembrance of both 
is bitter ; for the pleafures of neither can return. Hassan having 
thus ended his ftory, fmote his hands together, and looking up- 
ward burft into tears. | 


Omar, having waited till this agony was paft, went to him, 
and taking him by the hand, “ My fon,” faid he, ‘* more 1s yet 
‘¢ in thy power, than Almalic could give or Aububekir take away. 
“¢ The leffon of thy life the Prophet has in mercy appointed me 
** to explain. 

“¢ THOU 
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“ Trou waft once content with poverty and labour, only be- 
caufe they were become habitual, and eafe and affluence were 
placed beyond thy hope : for when eafe and affluence approach- 
ed thee, thou waft content with poverty and labour no more. 
That which then became the obje&t, was alfo the bound of thy 
hope; and he, whofe utmoft hope 1s difappointed, muft in- 
evitably be wretched. If thy fupreme defire had been the de- 
lights of Paradife, and thou hadft believed that by the tenor of 
thy life thefe delights had been fecured, as more could not have 
been given thee, thou would{t not have regretted that lefs was 
not offered. The content which was once enjoyed, was but 
the lethargy of the foul ; and the diftrefs which is now fuffered, 
will but quicken it toaGtion. Depart, therefore, and be thank- 
ful for all things: put thy truft in Him, who alone can gra- 
tify the with of reafon, and fatisfy thy foul with good: fix thy 
hope upon that portion, in comparifon of which the world is as 
the drop of the bucket, and the duft of the balance. Return, 
my fon, to thy labour ; thy food fhall be again tafteful, and thy 
reft fhall be {weet : to thy content alfo will be added ftability, 
when it depends not upon that which is poffeffed upon earth, 
but upon that which is expected in heaven.” 


Hassan, upon whofe mind the angel of inftruction impreffed 


the Counfel of Omar, haftened to proftrate himfelf in the temple 
of the Prophet. Peace dawned upon his mind like the radiance of 
the morning: he returned to his labour with chearfulnefs ; his de- 
votion became fervent and habitual ; and the latter days of Hassan 
were happier than the firft. 
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To the ADVENTURER. 


Ree S the view of public undertakings fhould be the 
Ee public good, no evil that is prejudicial to fociety, 
can be too trifling to be animadverted upon. I 
fhall, therefore, without any farther apology, lay 
before you one of the greatefts impediments 





to the pleafure of converfation; an artful manner 
of conveying keen reproaches and harfh fatires, under the difguife 
of difcourfing on general fubjects, which feem quite foreign to any 
thing that may concern the company. ‘Thus, inftead of endea- 
vouring to entertain each other with chearful good-humour, moft 
converfations are carried on, as Hudibras fays, 

“< With words, far bitterer than wormwood, 

‘© That would in Job or Grizzei ftir mood. 
Kk Ir 
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Ir is an old and ajuft obfervation, that no fituation can well be 
lefs entertaining, than that of a third perfon to lovers : yet while 
decency is preferved, which is generally the cafe before marriage, 
and by fenfible and well-bred opis afterwards; even in this fitu- 
ation, the mind that is ftored with any images of its own, may a- 
mufe itfe ib and the heart that is fraught with any good-nature, 
mav find fome fatisfaction in sane the pleafure which the 
fond lovers enjoy in the company of each other. But from the un- 
eafinefs of being a third perfon to QUARRELERs, there is no relief: 


your own thoughts are broke in upon by the jarring difcord of your 
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companions ; and they will neither contribute to your entertain- 
nor even fuffer you to retain the tranquillity of your own 
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Amoncsrt the vulgar,where the men vent their paffions by fwear- 
ing, and the women by fcolding or crying, (as rage by thefe means 
finds a vent) their quarrels are generally foon made up, nor does any 
anger remain after reconciliation. But in higher life, where fuch 

efforts are reftrained by good-breeding, and where people have 
tearned to aa Tee e not to fubdue their paflions, an inveterate 
rancour often lies corroding in the breaft, and generally produces all 
the effe&ts of inexorable malice. 


Propie confider not, that by family repartees and oblique re- 
fleCtions on cae other, the very inmoft fecrets of their lives are 
difclofed to their common acquaintance ; and that they oftentimes 
inconfiderately lay open to their worft enemies, faults and imper- 
fections in themfelves and their relations, which they would take 
pains to conceal from their deareft friends. 


To give you a full idea of what I mean, I fend youa hiftory of 
my life and adventures for one day; and I with I couldday it was 
the only one, in which I have been witnefs to fuch difagreeable 


{cenes as are here reprefented. 


In the morning I breakfafted with two young ladies. Mifs Harriet 
the elder fifter was about the age of nineteen, and Mifs Fanny the 
youngeft not quite feventeen. Their parents are able amply to pro- 

vide 
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vide for them; and have fpared no coft in mafters of every kind, 
in order to give them all fafhionable female accomplifhments, Ever 
fince they have quitted the nurfery, they have been indulged in 
feeing their own company in Mifs Harriet’s dreffing room, which 
is finifhed and adorned with great elegance of tafte and profu- 
fion of expence. ‘They are both poffeffed of no {mall fhare of 
beauty, with fo much quicknefs of apprehenfion and ready wit, 
as might, if rightly applied, render them extremely entertaining, 
Not one real misfortune can they yet have met with, to four 
their tempers or fupprefs their vivacity: yet I could plainly fee, that 
they were very far from being happy, and that their unhappinefs 
arofe from their continual bickerings with each other. After 
breakfaft, Mifs Fanny took up a volume of Shakefpear’s plays that 
lay in the window, and out of the Midfummer-Night’s Dream, 
read the following part of a fpeech, which Helena makes to her 
friend Hermia in the third act; 

** Injurious Hermia, moft ungrateful maid! 

“« Have you confpired, have you with thefe contrived 

‘¢ To bait me with this foul derifion ? 

« Ts all the counfel that we two have thared, 

“ The fifters vows, the hours that we have fpent, 

«© When we have chid the hafty-footed time 

“« For parting us; O! and is all forgot! 
Then laying down the book with the tears half ftarting from 
her eyes, fhe looked earneftly at her fifter, and (in a tone more 
theatrical than I wifh to hear off the ftage) cryed out, “ Oh! 
** wretched Helena, unhappy maid! I wonder not that in your 
*< circum{tances you imagined that every word was intended as an 
«< infult; fince no doubt you had often experienced fuch inhuman 
“‘ treatment.” Mifs Harriet with fome warmth, anfwered, ‘‘ You 
“© fhould remember Sister, that Helena was a foolith weak girl, 
‘© fond of aman that defpifed her; and it was kind of any body 
** ‘to endeavour to cure her of fuch a mean-fpirited paffion. 


Fanny. Tis always cruel, Sister, to infult the wretched. 


Harriet. Thofe that are miferable by their own folly, Miss 
* y> 
Fanny, will call every thing infult and reproach, that tends not to 
footh and encourage them in a filly paffion. 
Fan- 
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Fanny. If loveis a filly paflion, Miss HARRIET, I know fome 


mighty w7/e people that have felt its power. 


Harriet. I dont fay love is a filly paflion, where it 1s pro- 
perly. placed: but I know, Mapam, that a head ftrong young 


irl will always be angry with every one that. advifes ee for her 


Fanny. AndI knowalfo, Mapam, 





As foon as the affectionate name of Sz/fer was dropped, and the 
ceremony of Mi/s fupplied its place, T even then began to fear, left 
ceremony would alfo undergo the fame fate, and that paffion at laft 
would introduce open tadened Ss ‘ig the word Madam doubly re- 
torted, no fooner ner my ears, than, trembling for the event, 
I interrupted the dialogue by taking my leave ; and I doubt not 
but any one from this fketch may. eafily be able to paint in what 


manner thefe young ladies pais moft of their hours together. 


From hence I went to vifit three coufins, who,although they had 


fo ~. 


moderate independent fortunes, yet had for fome years lived toge- 
ther as one family. ‘They were women of an obfcure and low edu- 
cation, but commonly reputed good-natured. I took it for grant- 
ed, therefore, that I fhould meet with fome harmony amongit 
them: but by their converfation I foon found, that they continued 
under the fame roof, for no other reafon, but becaufe each fancied 
herfelf obliged to it fhe knew not why, and could not tell how 


to extricate herfelf from imaginary chains. 


WHATEVER converfation I began, with a defign of amufing 
them, was interrupted by their all talking at once upon the fubject 
which feemed uppermoft in their minds, and proving to a demon- 
{tration, that one perfon could live by herfelf much cheaper than 
witha —— ; and each feparately declared, thatSue could live 
for a meer trifle, was it not for expenfive connexions. Then ru 
ning al every branch of houfe-keeping, each inveighed 
{trongly againft fome article, which either fhe did not like, or from 
ill: health seve not enjoy, and which fhe knew alfo to be agreeable 
toher companions. This difcourfe was too vulgar as well as dif- 
agreeable to be long endured ; I therefore haftened off as faft as 
poffible, and went (as engaged) to dinner, where the family con- 


fitted 
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fitted of an old gentlemnan and lady, their two daughters, and two 
young gentlemen, who, I foon found, were the intended lovers of 
the young ladies. By intended lovers, I mean, they were young 
gentlemen, whofe fortunes and characters were agreeable to the 
parents; and the defign of this interview was for the young people 
to fee, whether they were agreeable to each other.. I now expected 
the higheft fcene of chearfulnefs and good-humour ; for on fuch 
occafions both gentlemen and ladies generally drefs themfelves in 
their beft looks and their beft humour, as certainly asin their beft 
and moft becoming cloaths. The two gentlemen I foon perceived 
had made a feparate choice; but unfortunately, the two ladies 
were both bent on the conqueft of the fame man; to compat 
which, their features and perfons, through affectation, were thrown 
into a thoufand diftortions. Froman envious fear of each other’s 
fuccefs, lowering fufpicion fat upon their brows; and their eyes, 
which were naturally piercing, darted forth fuch malignant glances 
at each other, that they loft all their beauty, and, from being turned 
fo many ways at once, looked as if they {quinted. Their whole 
difcourfe confifted of fharp reflections again{t coquetry ; each infi- 
muating, in pretty intelligible terms, that the other was a finifhed 
coquet: andindeed they {pared not, in an indirect manner, to ac- 
cufe each other of every ill quality in human nature. How ‘this 
recommended them to their lovers I] know not; but it made their 
company, partly through compaflion, and partly through indig- 
nation, ‘fo unpleafant to. me, that) as foon as I could, confiftent 
with civility, I took my leave,: and:clofed this agreeable. day with 
a married couple, the motive of »whofe coming together was {aid 
to be love, for.no other, could well be affigned for it. They-had 
been married fome years, but had no children; which -I foon 
found was no {mall grief to the hufband, by his talking in raptures 
of every prattling child he had met with abroad, to which the 
wife always anfwered, that fhe was fick of hearing of nothing but 
the monkey tricks of a parcel of fenfelefs brats. As they were both 
people of tolerable underftanding, and were {aid to be very fond of 
reading, I endeavoured to turn the difcourfe into another channel, 
which was pretty eafily done, and they with great readinefs en- 
tered into a converfation on plays and books of amufement. But 
here again not a fingle character could be mentioned, without 
caufing a warm difpute between the hufband and wife: fhe moft 
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outrageoufly inveighed againft every example of a kind and obli- 
ging wife, whofe behaviour, fhe faid, was the effect of a paltry 
meannefs of {pirit ; while he burft out in raptures on the happinefs 
of every libertine who was not bound by the uneafy fetters of ma- 
trimony. Both had fome poetical paflage ready to repeat in fup- 
port of their decifions; and their eyes were alternately caft: to- 
wards me, as claiming my approbation. 


Coutp I poflibly want to be farther informed of their private 
hiftory ? Or can I claim to myfelf any peculiar penetration, for 


faying that Mr. B 


pleafure and intrigue ; and that fhe leads him a weary life from 





is grown fick of his wife, and is a man of 


fufpicion of his amours, being refolved not to incur that cenfure of 
mean-fpiritednefs, which fhe caft on every character that exem- 
plified any degree of patience and acquiefcence towards a hufband ? 
Nay, without the leaft {park of divination, I will venture to fore- 
tel, that Mr. B——, driven from his own houfe by the petu- 
lance and clamours of his wife, will {pend moft of his time with 
{ome favourite courtezan, whofe intereft it is to engage him by 
chearfulnefs and good-humour: and that Mrs. B 
the neglect of her charms, may poflibly revenge the inconftancy 
of her hufband, by facrificing her own virtue and honour. 





» piqued at 


Ir, Sir, you can prevail with people not to expofe themfelves in 
this manner, and can perfuade them, that Goop-HuMoUR would 
be a more agreeable entertainment to their guefts, than the moft 
coftly provifions they can beftow upon them, you will certainly 
do an effential piece of fervice to fociety ; and you may command 
all the affiftance in the power of 


# Your moft obedient, &c. 


MYRTILLA. 
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SATURDAY, March 3, 1753. 





Has toties optata exegit gloria penas. Juv. 
To the ADVENTURER. 


Shiites Fleet-prifon, Feb. 24. 
2 O a benevolent difpofition, every ftate of life 


ce Ny 





will afford fome opportunities of contributing 
to the welfare of mankind. Opulence and 
{plendor are enabled to difpe! the cloud of ad- 
verfity, to dry up the tears of the widow andthe 
orphan, and to enlarge the felicity of all around 
them: their example will animate the perfuit of virtue, and deter 
the progrefs of vice. And even poverty and indigence, tho’ without 
power to cherifh the afflicted, and confer happinefs, may at leat 
prevent mifery, and keep fuch as are not blinded by their paffions 
from irremediable calamity. 

Ll PLEASED 


ee, 



























































So See sear ers SES 





























ye 
Hi 
aa 
OT 
ae 
at 
HB 
a4 
7 
eth 





200 THE ADVENTURER. No. 34, 


PLEASED, therefore, with the thought of witholding others 
from that folly that has imbittered my own days, I have prefumed to 
addrefs the ADVENTURER from the dreary manfions of wretchednefs 
and defpair, of which the gates are fo wonderfully conftructed, as 
to fly open for the reception of ftrangers, though they are imper- 
vious asa rock of adamant to fuch as are within them: 

Facilis defcenfus Avernt ; 
Noétes atque dies patet atri janua Ditts : 


Sed revocare gradum, fuperafque evadere ad auras, 





rr 


Hoc opus hic labor eft. 


SUFFER me to acquaint you, Sir, that I have glittered at the 
ball, and fparkled in the circle; that Ihave had the happinefs to 
be the unknown favourite of an unknown lady at the mafquerade, 
have been the delight of tables of the firft fafhion, and the envy 
of my brother beaux; and to defcend a little lower, itis, I believe, 
{till remembered, that Mefirs. Velours and d’Efpagne ftand in- 
debted for a great part of their prefent influence at Guildhall, to 
the elegance of my fhape, and the graceful freedom of my car- 
riage : ) 


—Sed que preclara et profpera tanti, 





Ut rebus tetis par fit menfura malorun f 


As I entered into the world very young, with an elegant perfon, 
and a large eftate, it was not long before I difentangled myfelf from 
the fhackles of religion; for I was determined to the perfuit of 
pleafure, which accotding to my notions confifted in the unre- 
{trained and unlimited gratification of every paffion and every appe- 
tite: and as this could not be obtained under the frowns of a perpe- 
‘tual dictator, I confidered religion as my enemy, and proceeding to 


treat her with contempt and derifion, was not a little delighted that 
the 
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the unfafhionablenefs of her appearance, and the unanimated uni- 


formity of her motions, afforded frequent opportunities for the {al- 


lies of my imagination. 


ConcrivineG now that I was fufficiently qualified to laugh away 
fcruples, I imparted my remarks to thofe among my female fa- 
vourites, whofe virtue I intended to attack ; for I was well affured, 
that pride would be able to make but a weak defence, when reli- 
sion was fubverted ; nor was my fuccefs below my expectation: 
the love of ‘pleafure is too ftrongly implanted in the female breaft, 
to let any doubt remain long of the validity of arguments defigned 
to weaken reftraint ; all are eafily led to believe, that whatever 
thwarts their inclination muft be wrong: little more, therefore, was 
required, than by the addition of fome circumftances, and the ex- 
aggeration of others, to make merriment fupply the place of con- 
viction ; nor was I fo fenfelefs as to offer arguments to fuch as could 
not attend to them, and with whom atepartee or catch is the 
ftrongeft demonftration. This being effected, there remained only 
the dread of the world: but Roxana foared too high, to think the 
opinion of others worthy her notice; Letitia feemed to think of 
it only to declare, that if all her hairs were worlds, the fhould 
reckon them well loft for love; and Paftorella fondly conceived, that 
fhe could dwell for ever by the fide of a bubbling fountain, content 
with her fwain and fleecy care ; without confidering, that ftilnefs 


and folitude can afford fatisfaction only to innocence. 


Ir is not the defire of poffeffion, but the glory of conquett, 
that fires the foldier’s breaft; as indeed the town is feldom wort 
much, when it has fuffered the devaftations of a fiege: fo that 
though I did not openly declare the effects of my own prowefs, 


which is forbidden by the laws of honour, it cannot be fuppofed 


that I was very folicitous to bury my reputation, or to hinder ac- 


~ cidental 

















































































































202 THE ADVENTURER. No. 34. 


cidental difcoveries. To have gained one victory; is ‘an induce- 
ment to hazard a fecond engagement: and though the fuccefs of 
the general, fhould be a reafon for increafing the ftrength of the 
fortification ; it becomes, with many, a pretence for an immediate 
furrender, ‘under'the notion that no power is able to withitand, fo 
formidable an adverfary ; while others brave the danger, and think 
it mean to furrender, and daftardly to fly: Melifla, indeed, knew 
better ; and though fhe could not boaft the apathy, fteadinefs, and 
inflexibility of a Cato, wanted not the more prudent virtue of 


Scipio, and gained the victory by declining the conteft. 


You muft not, however, imagine, that I was. during this 
ftate of abandoned libertinifm, fo fully convinced of the fitnefs 
of my own conduét, as to be free from uneafinefs: I knew very 
well, that I might juftly be deemed the peft of fociety, and 
that fuch proceedings muft terminate in the deftruction of my 
health and fortune: but to admit thoughts of this kind, was to live 
upon the rack ; I fled, therefore, to the regions of mirth and jolli- 
ty, as they are called, and endeavoured with burgundy, and a con- 
tinual rotation of company, to free myfelf from the pangs of re- 
flection, From thefe orgies we frequently fallied forth in queft 
of adventure, to the no {mall terror and confternation of all the 


fober ftragglers that came in our way: and though we never, in- 


jured, like our illuftrious progenitors the Mohocks, either life or , 


limbs; yet have we in the midft of Covent-Garden buried a 
taylor, who had been troublefome to fome of our fineft gentlemen, 


beneath a heap of cabbage leaves and ftalks, with this conceit, . 
Satta te caule quem femper cupifii. 


THERE can be no reafon for mentioning the common exploits of 
breaking windows and bruifing the watch, unlefs it be to tell you 
of the device of producing before the juftice broken lanthorns, 

which 
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which have been paid for a hundred times; or their appearance with 
patches on their heads, under pretence of being cut by the fword 
that was never drawn: nor need I fay any thing of the more for- 
midable attack of fturdy chairmen, armed with poles; by a 
flight-ftroke of which, the pride of Ned Revel’s face was at once 
laid flat, and that effected in an inftant which its moft mortal foe 
had for years eflayed in vain. I fhall pafs over the accidents 
that attend attempts to fcale windows, and endeavours to diflodge 
figns from their hooks: there are many bazr-breadth °fcapes, be- 
fides thofe in the zmminent deadly breach; but the rake’s life, 
though it be equally hazardous with that of the foldier, is neither 
accompanied with prefent honour nor with pleafing retrofpect : 
fuch is, and fuch ought to be the difference, between the enemy 


and the preferver of his country. 


Amuipst fuch giddy and thoughtlefs extravagance, it: will 
not feem ftrange, that I was often the dupe of coarfe flattery. 
When Monf. L’Allonge affured me, that I thruft quart over arm 
better than any manin England, what could I lefs than prefent 
him with a fword that coft: me thirty pieces? I was bound for 
a hundred pounds for Tom Trippit, becaufe he had declared that 
he would dance a minuet with any man in the three kingdoms ex- 
cept myfelf. But I often parted with money againft my inclination, 
either becaufe I wanted the refolution to refufe, or dreaded the 
appellation of a niggardly fellow ; and I may be truly faid to have 
{quandered my eftate, without honour, without friends, and with- 
out pleafure.' The laft may, perhaps, appear ftrange to men 
unacquainted with the mafquerade of life: I deceived others, and 
I endeavoured to deceive myfelf; and have worn the face of plea- 


fantry and gaiety, while my heart fuffered the keeneft torture. 
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Ar the inftigation of my friends, I grew in time ambitious of a 
feat in parliament ; and accordingly fet out for the town of Wallop in 
the weft, where my arrival was welcomed by a thoufand throats, 
and I was in three days fure of a majority: but after drinking out 
one hundred and fifty hogfheads of wine, and bribing two th 
of the corporation twice over, I had the mortification to f 


that the borough had been before fold to Mr. Courtly. 


In a life of this kind, my fortune, though confiderable, -w 
prefently diffipated: ‘and as the attraction grows more ftrong th 
nearer any body approaches the earth, when once a man begins tc 
fink into poverty, hefalls with velocity always increafing ; every fupply 
is purchafed at 4 higher and higher price, and every office of kindnefs 
obtained with greater and greater difficulty. Having now inform- . 
ed you of my rife and elevation, I fhall, if you encourage the 

‘continuance of my correfpondence, fhew you by what fteps I 


-defcended from a firft floor in Pall-mall to my prefent habitation. 
I am, SiR, 


Your humble fervant, 


MISAGYRUS. 





THE 


Pee)? Vie bya Nee PronorRe oR: 


NUMBER : XXXV. 





To be continued on Turespays and SATURDAYS. 
a 
TUESDAY, March 6, whet 


= 





Celebrare domeftica faéta. Virc. 


To the ADVENTURER. 






\) 
i= 2 z 
AS 


oo) 


NE of the improvements of life in which the 
prefent age has excelled all that have gone before 
it, is the quick circulation of intelligence, the 
faithful and eafy communication of events patt 
y and future, by the multitude of ne Ws- papers 
which have been contrived to amufe or inform 
us. But as thefe performances, whether daily or weekly, are com- 
monly the produétions of induftrious indigence, unacquainted with 
the higher claffes of mankind, my contemporaries have left to me 
the province of relating what immediately paffes in the fathionable 
Mm world. 
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world. I fhall, therefore, give up to my brother journalifts the 
dreams of politicians, the difputes of empires, and the fluctuations 
of commerce ; and apply myfelf intirely to that more important 
bufinefs which claims every one’s attention that has the happinefs 
of living within the circle of politenefs. I have accordingly formed 
the plan of a new paper calculated folely for high life, in which 
will be contained a periodical account of the rife, progrefs, and 
declenfion of fafhions ; and a faithful recital of every remarkable 
occurrence among perfons of figure and diftin@ion. The ufeful- 
nefs and entertainment of fuch a paper, are too evident to need any 
obfervation ; and to give you a comprehenfive view of my defign, 
and make it univerfally known, I have fent you the following fpe- 


cimen. 


The BEAU-MONDE: 


Or, The GenrLemaAn and Lapy’s PoLtire INTELLIGENCER. 


Yefterday. arrived a Mail from BATH. 


We hear that a certain great Lady, having complained to a cer- 
tain great Lord, that the world was fo z/l-natured as to fay her re- 
treat into the country was in order to lie-in, and that fhe had even 
been delivered of Twins; Madam, faid my Lord, I make it a rule 
never to believe above half of what the world fays. 


Apvices from Hyde Park bring account of a bloody battle 
fought the 3d. inftant, N.S. between captain Dreadnought and 
lieutenant Fury, in which both were. bonourably run thro’ the body, 


Letters from New-Market affure us, that the horfe are a¢tually 
in motion, and exercife every day; whence it is conjectured that 
they will take the field, and enter upon action fometime in April. 
A lift of the forces is already drawn ‘up by the firft Aid-de.camp, 
the honourable Reginald Heber, Efq; 


An exprefs arrived yefterday from France, when the privy 
council met in Taviftock-ftreet for the difpatch of fafhions. The 
| Britith 
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Britith manufacturers had leave to withdraw their petitions, and the 
fan-makers addrefs was ordered to lie upon the table. 


Orpers were iffued from Lady Chamberlain’s Office for all 
Peereffes, &c. not to wear any caps in full drefs, and to make ufe of 
erey powder. ‘The men to wear wire-wigs, or their own hair 
frizzled up to the top, without hats. The muffs to expire the firft 
of May next. 


On Tuefday laft a pair of white-heel’d fhoes made its appear- 
ance in the Park, and the next day was accompanied by a pair of 
filver-clock’d ftockings. 


AccorpinG to the lateft obfervations the hoops are found to 
have increafed 325 of an inch in diameter, and the hats to have de- 
creafed + in the brim. 


Ar the laft Mafquerade it was computed that there was near 
eighteen hundred people, men, women, and children. ‘The moft 
remarkable were three naked ladies reprefenting the Graces, two 
dancing bears, and a bombazeen devil. Lady Bubble-Bet loft feven 
hundred guineas, and my Lord Stake 1s faid to have won fifteen 
hundred. ‘The company departed in good order at break of day. 


Boru play-houfes perform, as ufual, every night to crowded. au- 
diences. Lady Frolick, chufing to mob it in the gallery the firft 
night of the new play, loft her pink fhade, half her petenlair, and 
one fhoe in getting in. Mrs, Vale.and Lady Stickfort may be heard 
and feen every night at one or the other houfe. 


A Petition figned by feventy-two routs, thirty-five drums, fifteen 
drum-majors, and eleven hurricanes, is prepared againft the bill 
for laying an additional fixpence: on the Ace of Spades. And we 
hear, that in confequence of the New Stile a bill is to be brought 
in for altering the diurnal calculation of time. It 1s propofed, that 
the morning be put back twelve hours, and is not to commence till 


twelve at noon; noon and night to be annihilated and the evening 
not. 
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not to end till day-brea k. This is agreeable to the practice of 
all the fafthionable world; and the company of Stationers will 
have orders to prepare a new almanack upon the occafion, in order 


j 


to bind up with future court-kalendars. 


By private letters from Bath we are informed, that a vaft con- 
courfe of people are coming in daily, but they have little or no 
Company. Mis Su fan Sly, who lately went thither for the reco- 
very of her health, is fafely brought to bed of a fon and wo heir, 
to the great grief of ao noble family 


WE hear that a treaty of marriage is on foot, and will fpeedily 
be confummated between Patrick Mac Lackland Efg; and Mifs 
Polly Pert, a lady of great merit and beauty in her pocket. 





Last Monday died at her ladyfhip’s houfe in Grofvenor-Square, 
Mifs Cloe, only Lap-dog of the Countefs of Fiddle-Faddle. 


On Sunday laft a terrible fire broke out at Lady Brag’s, .occa- 
fioned by the following accident: Mrs. Overall the houfekeeper, 
having ‘loft three rubbers at whift running, -without holding a 
fwabber, (notwithftanding fhe had changed chairs, furzed the 
cards, and ordered Jemmy the foot-boy to fit crofs-legged for good 
luck,) grew out of all patience ; and taking up the devil’s books, 
as fhe called them, flung them into the fire, and ‘the flames 
{pread to the fteward’s room: but-by the timely affiftance of Mrs. 
Cook, Mrs. Chambermaid, and Mrs. Lady’s own Woman, ith 
were prevented from doing any confiderable damage. 


A Bill of Marriages, Burials, Difeafes and Cafualties, for the 


laft Week. 
Married (in Chutch) o5/¢—1) po inochi 2 
(at May Fair) — — — — II 
(at the Fleet) — sald it ais. 27 
Buried (in the Country) — — — 142 
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DISEASES. | Surfeit  —— eee 8 
a Still-bor —_ — — 3 
rea eS OI Stifled baste birth) —- 19 
SAGE becca © ga —~ 9} Tympanies (alias drums) 7 
Bo en heart (by Ribs ands). 34.) Vapouns cicen’) seme eth 28 
Child-bed (in private) — 
Confumption (of the pocket) 73 CASUALTIES. 
Colds (caught at places of 
diverfion) — — — 500] Teeth (lofsof) — — 34 
Exceflive gaming — — g2| Stabbed (inthe reputation) 12 
Bad Livers — — —_ 1odoteHorm-mad —  — A. Q5 
Mortification. — -— — 8|Bitbyamadlap-dog — 1 
Overflowing of the aii ayeorned oft a ladder —- —- 2 
Rah — — 71 Killed (induels) —- — 7 
Small pox (lofs - ailaaty by it) 23] Found dead a nk) — 31 
Splen —- —- -—- — 13] Kickedand pulled bytheears 1 


Tigh Mall at St. James’s Park 25 minutes after two. 


Faro-Bank Stock 3601. 1 half. Hazard ditto 2701. % 8ths. 
Ditto Tallies 501. to 4ool. 1 4th. Sinking Fund, no price. 
Brag circulation, uncertain. Opera Subfcription, no price. Af- 
fembly ditto, 521. 10s. Concert ditto, 1{t Sub. no price. Ditto 
2d Sub. ditto. Ditto New iftSub. 21. 12s. 6d, to 31. 3s. 
Ditto 2d Sub. ros. 6d. to 4l.4s. Irifh Lottery, Books fhut 
Benefit Tickets, 2s, to 3s, to 5s, to sol. Debts of Honour 


rc 


transferable at White’s, no price. 


Tuus, Sir, I have explained the method that Iintend to ae 
and imparted fome of the materials of which my paper will con- 
fift: and asI doubt not of its univerfal circulation among perfons 
of quality, I fhall, in imitation of other papers, give admittance 
to all ae advertifements which are more immediately connected 
with my fcheme; fuch as of playsand pantomimes, mafquerades, 
ridottos, affemblies, oratorios, concerts, the animal comedians, 
Vaux-hall, Ranelagh, Ruckholt-houfe, Kendal-houfe, &c. &c. &c. 
Auctions of Hite. knicknacks, and cock! ine Pinchbeck’s 
repofitory ; parrots, puppies, and monkeys, loft, ftolen, or ftray’d. 
——-Alfo for wives, hufbands, and miftrefles; mafquerade habits 

and 
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and mafks —tooth-powders, lip-falves, and beautifying lotions, 
_-Mrs. Giles’s fine compound at a guinea an ounce — the ladies 
court fticking plaifter —and the new-invented powder for fhaving. 
Then among the articles of books, Dukes’s Art of Dancing, for 
the inftruction-of Grown Gentlemen —The Lady’s Memorandum 
Book — Hiftorical Lift of Horfe Races — Calculation for laying 
the Odds at any Game — Hoyle on the Sciences — New Novels, 


and other fafhionable Books of Entertainment. 




















A I am, SiR, 


Your very humble Servant, 











Je TATA, 
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SAT UR DAY, .March 10, 1753. 























ee A pcren 
Nigris equora ventis 
Emirabitur infolens, 

Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aured, 
Qut femper vacuam, femper amabilem 
Sperat, nefetus aura 


Fallacis ! Hor. 
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= HE Ladies, to whom I lately addreffed fome 
thoughts upon the choice of a hufband, I thall 
to-day confider as married: and as I am very 
far from thinking, that they may now fit 
down in negligent fecurity, and remit at once 
their affiduity and circumfpection, I fhall warn them of fome opi- 
nions of which this condué is the confequence, detect fome errors 


‘by which the general intention of good-nature may be difappoint- 
Nn 6d, 
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ed, and endeavour to put them upon their guard againft fome 


propenfities by which it may be overborne. 


Ir is now neceflary to remind them, that the pafflion which is 
fuppofed to animate the lover; the paffion which is reprefented 
by flames and darts, which fwells the bofom with- perpetual rap- 
ture, and neither changes its object nor lofes its ardour; exifts 
only in poetry and romance. ‘The real pafiion which wit and 
folly have thus concurred to difeuife, is fubject to difguft and fa- 
tiety, is excited by novelty, and frequently extinguifhed by pof- 
feffion. 


: Ir is alfo equally true, that a refined and abftracted friendthip 
between perfons of different fexes, a union of fouls to which 
the corporal paffion is merely accidental, is only to be found in the 
writings of thofe enthufiafts, who have addrefled the world from | 
a cave oracollege, and perhaps denied the force of defires which 
they could not fubdue ; or in the profeflions of infidious hypo- 
crites, who have endeavoured thus to gain a confidence which 
they intended only to abufe. But there is an efteem which is me- 
liorated by love, anda love that is elevated by efteem ; a kind of 
mixt affection peculiar to mankind, as beings compounded of in- 
ftiné and reafon; or, in other words, of body and mind. — This is 
that {pecies of affection, upon which the fupreme or peculiar hap- 
pinefs of marriage depends, and which can fcarce be preferyed 


without a conftant attention and perpetual efforts. 


As love without efteem, is volatile and capricious; efteem with- 
out love, is languid and cold. Iam afraid that many men, whofe 
wives have poffefled their efteem, have yet lavifhed their fortune 
and their fondnefs upon a miftrefs; and that the love of others, 


however 
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however ardent, has been quickly alienated, becaufe it was not 
dignified and fupported by efteem. 


‘THouGu good-nature does indeed participate the pains and the 
pleafures of others, and may therefore be confidered as a conitant 
and forcible motive to communicate happinefs and alleviate mifery ; 
yet it is at beft but the imperfect excellence of imperfect beings, 
whofe immediate gratifications are often felfith, and fuch as folly 
or vice render incompatible with the true happinefs of the indivi- 
dual, and of each other. 


As there is not perhaps upon earth any couple, whofe natural 
difpofitions and relifh of life are fo perfectly fimilar, as that their 
wills conftantly coincide ; fo it muft fometimes happen, that the 
immediate pleafure of indulging oppofite inclinations, will be 
greater than a participation of that pleafure, which would arife to 
the other, if this indulgence fhould be forborne: but as to forbear 
this indulgence can never fail to conciliate efteem, it fhould always 
be confidered as a means of happinefs, and rather as an advantage 
than alofs; efpecially if it be true, that the indulgence itfelf, in 


thefe circumftances, never gives the pleafure that it promifes. 


Lapy Charlotte Sprightly, the wife of a young Baronet, was 
dreffing for an aflembly a few nights ago, when Sir Harry came 
in. ‘ My dear Charlotte,” fays he, ‘Iam forry that you are 
* soing out tonight; for my coufin George is juft arrived from 
“ the Eaft Indies; I have invited him to fup ; and as he has never 
© feen you, I promifed him your company.” ‘‘ Nay, dear Sir 
‘“¢ Harry,” replied the lady, “do not afk me to ftay at home to 
« night: you know I am fond of dancing; and now my fancy 
* is fet upon going, I am fure you will not difappoint me.” Sir 

Harry, 
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Harry, who was truely cood-natured, would not urge her ‘to ftay ; 
for to ftay with apparent relu@tance, would not. have gratified. his 
with. She perceived that he was fecretly difpleafed ; however, 
awav fhe went. But as the had not Jefs good-nature than Sir 
Harry, fhe fuffered fo much pain by refleGting on the pain‘fhe 
had given him, that fhe often wifhed herfelf at home. ‘Thus fhe 
offended the delicacy of his affeGtion, by preferring a dance to the 
quiet of his mind; and forfeited part of the efteem, which was 
due to that very good-nature by which the loft the enjoyment of 


1 oe 
tiie nigot. 


In this inftance, the pain inflicted upon the hufband, was acci- 
dental to the private gratification propofed by the wife. But there 
isa paflion very different both from malice and rage, to the grati- 
fication of which, the pain of another is fometimes effentially ne- 
ceflary. This paffion, which though its effects are often directly 
oppofite to good-nature, is yet perhaps predominant in every 


breaft and indulged at whatever rifque, is VANITY. 


To a gratification of vanity, at the expence of reciprocal efteem, 
the wife is certainly under much ftronger temptation than the huf 
band: and I warn the ladies againft it, not only with more Zeal, 
but with greater hope of fuccefs; becaufe thofe only who have 
fuperior natural abilities, or have received uncommon advantages 


from education, have it in their power. 


SUCCESSFULLY to tally a wife, confers no honour upon a huf- 
band; the attempt is regarded rather as an infult than a contett ; 
it is exulting in a mafculine ftrength to which fhe makes no pre- 
tenfions, and brandifhing weapons which fhe is not fuppofed to 


have {kill to weild. 


For 
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For the fame reafons, to confute or to ridicule a hufband with 
an apparent fuperiority of knowledge or of wit, affords all the 
parade of triumph to a wife; it is to be ftrong where weaknefs is 
no reproach, and to conquer when it would not have been difho- 
nourable to fly. But thefe circumftances, which increafe the force 
of the temptation, will be found to afford proportionate motives 
to refift it; whatever adds to the glory of the victor, adds equally 
to the difhonour of the vanquifhed; and that which can exalt a 
wife only by degrading a hufband, will appear upon the whole not 
to be worth the acquifition, even though it could be made without 
changing fondnefs to refentment, or provoking jealoufy by an im- 
plication of contempt. If the ladies do not perceive the force of 
this argument, I earneftly requeft that they would for once trutt 
implicitly to my judgment; a requeft which, however extraordi- 
nary, is not unreafonable ; becaufe in this inftance the very vanity 


which hides truth from them, mutft neceffarily difcover it to me. 


But if good-nature is fufficiently vigorous to fecure the efteem 
of reafon, it may yet be too negligent to gratify the delicacy of 
love: it muft, therefore, not only be fteady, but watchful and 
affiduous; beauty muft fuffer no diminution by inelegance, but 
every charm muft contribute to keep the -heart which it contri- 
buted to win; whatever would have been concealed as a defeé 
from the lover, muft with yet greater diligence be concealed from 
the hufband. The moft intimate and tender familiarity, cannot 
furely be fuppofed to exclude decorum; and there is a delicacy 
in every mind which is difgufted at the breach of it, though 
every mind is not fufficiently attentive to avoid giving an offence 


which it. has often received. 


I saxz conclude this paper, as I did my laft on the fame fub- 
ject, with a general remark. As they who poflefs lefs than they 


expected 
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expected cannot be happy; to expatiate in chimerical profpects.of 
felicity is to infure the anguith of difappointment, and to lofe the 
power of enjoyment whatever may be poflefied. Let not youth, 
therefore, imagine, that with all the advantages of nature and 
education, marriage will be a conftant reciprocation of delight, 
over which externals will have little influence, and which time 
will rather change than deftroy. There is no perpetual fource of 
delight but Hope: fo imperfect is the utmoft temporal happinefs, 
that to poffefs it all, is to lofe it. We enjoy that which is before 
s; but when nothing more is poffible, all that is attained is in- 
fipid. Such is the condition of this life : but let us not, therefore, 
think it of no value; for to be placed in this life, is to be a candi- 


date for a better, 









































Ss) SAS S b SAG; 
ar ‘| = (Ey Ne IA , HS SN LEXA 
DAR WEAVE 


























NUMBER XXXVI. 




















To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS, 
| 
TUES DAY, March 13, 175% 
eee A SONAR AS Maia Vt Or Wyo eyoow Poy lt 
































Calumniari fi quis autem voluerit, 
Quod ar bores loquantur, non tantum Serae ; 
Lichs jocart nos meminerit fabulis, Puan. 






@= HOUGH it be generally allowed, that to 
BAS communicate happinefs is the characteriftic of 
virtue ; yet this happinefs is feldom confidered 
as extending beyond our own {pecies; and no 
NU ae man is thought to become vicious, by facri- 
= Te ficing the life of an animal to the pleafure of 
hitting a mark, It is, however, certain, that 
by this at more happinefs is deftroyed than produced ; except it 
be fuppofed, that happinefs fhould be eftimated, not in proportion 
to its degree only, but to the rank of the being by whom it is en- 
joyed: but. this is a fuppofition, which perhaps cannot eafily be 
Oo fupported. 
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{upported. Reafon, from which alone man derives his fuperiority, 
thould, in the prefent queftion, be confidered only as Senfibzlity: a 
blow produces more pain toa man, than toa bey becaufe to a 
man, it is aggravated by a fenfe of indignity, and is felt as often as it 
is remembered; in the brute it produces a y corporal plu in 
a thort time ceafes for ever. But it may be juftly afferted, that the 

fame degree of pain in both fubjects, is in the fame degree an evil; 
and that it cannot be wantonly inflicted, without equal violation of 


ra | 


richt. Neither does it follow from the contrary pofitions, that man 
ab{tain from animal food; for by him that kills merely to 


eat, life is facrificed only to life; and if man had lived upon fruits and 
’ | SR = Fi 

herbs, the sae part of thofe canter which die to furnifh his 

table, would never have lived ; nftead of increafing the breed as a 


pledge o Cee he ee been compelled to deftroy them 


to prevent a a famine. 


THERE is great difference betwees killing for food, and for fport. 
To take pleafure in that by which pain is inflict ted, if it is not. vi- 


cious, is dangerous; and every pra 1Gtice which, if not criminal in 


, yet wears out the fympathizing “enfiblit of a tender mind, 
decoy te. ae me: Be 
mutt render human nature proportionably lefs fit for fociety. Tn 


(eee getty a WA ore ps rocky WA eB, Wiggs Wat ote yt 1 
ny periuit of this train. of thougnt, 2 Coniae red the inequality 


4 es eRe cs adit al i 
with which happinets Hie to be diftributed’ arhong the brute 


creation. as different. animals are in a different degree expofed to the 
capricious cruelty of m sale and in the ferv of my imagina- 

, I began to think it poffible, that they i participate in a 
oe retribution; efpecially, as mere matter and motion approach 


no nearer to fenfibility, than to thought : and he, who will not 


WY Liv 


venture to ¢ deny that brutes have fenfibility, fho uld not haftily pro- 
nounce, that they have only a material exiftence. While my mind 


was thus fees the evening ftole 1 imperceptibly y away ; and at lengt th 
morning fucceeded to midnight: my attention was remitted by de- 


pin my chair. 


: 5 A rae i 
“Ped anc | fox 4a pe 
grees, alia 2 fell aALecl 


Tuoucs the labours of memory and judgment were now at an 
end, Yet FR was ftill bufy: by this roving wanton I was con- 
ducted through a dark avenue, wl hich, after many windings, ter- 


minated in a place which the told me was the clyfium of birds 
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a whip, which had already laid our loins bare even to the bone; 
it happened, that being placed in the fhafts, and the weight 
prefiing hard upon me, I fell down. Our driver regarded my 
misfortune, not with pity butrage ; and the moment he turned 
about, he threw a ftick with fuch violence at my head, that it 
forced out my eye, and paffing through the focket into the 
brain, I was inftantly difmiffed from that mifery, the compari- 
fon of which with my prefent ftate conftitutes great part of its 
felicity. But you, furely, if I may judge by your ftature, and 
the elegance of your make, was among the favorites of man- 
kind: you was placed in a higher and a happier ftation ; you was 
not the flave of indigence, but the pride of greatnefs: your la- 
bour was fport, and your reward was triumph, eafe, plenty 
and attendance.” 


“‘ Ir is true,” replied the Steed, ‘* I was a favorite: but what 
avails it to be the favorite of caprice, avarice and barbarity ? My 
tyrant was a wretch, who had gained a confiderable fortune by 
play, particularly by racing. I had won him many large fums; 
but being at length excepted out of every match, as having no 
equal, he regarded even my excellence with malignity, when it 
was no longer fubfervient to his intereft. Yet I ftill lived in eafe 
and plenty ; and ashe was able to fell even my pleafures, tho’ 
my labour was become ufelefs, I had a feraglio in which there 
was a perpetual fucceflion of new beauties. At laft, however, 
another competitor appeared: I enjoyed a new triumph by anti- 
cipation; I rufhed into the field, panting for the conteft; and 
the firft heat I put my mafter in poffeffion of the ftakes, which 
amounted to one thoufand pounds. ‘The proprietor of the mare 
that I had diftanced, notwithftanding this difgrace, declared 
with great zeal, that fhe fhould run the next day againft any 
gelding in the world, for double the fum: my mafter immedi- 
ately accepted the challenge; and told him, that he would the 
next day produce a gelding that fhould beat her: but what was 
my aftonifhment and indignation, when I difcovered that he 
moft cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me for this 
match upon the fpot ; and to facrifice my life at the very mo- 
ment, in which every nerve fhould be firained in his fervice. 


as AS 
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«¢ As I knew it would be in vain to refift, I fuffered myfelf to 
“¢ be bound: the operation was performed, and I was inftantly 
< mounted and fpurred on to the goal. Injured as I was, the 
“< Jove of glory was {till fuperior to the defire of revenge: I de- 
“* termined to die as I had lived, without an equal; and having 
“ again won the race, I funk down at the poft in an agony which 
<< foon after put an end to my life.” 


















































Ween I had heard this horrid narrative, which indeed I remem- 
bered to be true, I turned about in honeft confufion, and bluthed 
that I was a man. But my reflections were interrupted by the notes 
of a Blackbird, who was finging the ftory of his own fate with a 
melody that irrefiftibly compelled my attention. By this gentle and 
harmonious being, I was not treated with equal contempt; he 
perceived that I liftened with curiofity, and, interrupting his fong, 
‘“« Stranger,” fays he, ‘‘ though I am, as thou feeft, in the fields 
‘* of Elyfium, yet my happinefs is not complete ; my mate is ftill 
“¢ expofed to the miferies of mortality, and Iam ftill vulnerable in fh 
“ her. O! ftranger, to bribe thy friendfhip, if peradventure it 
‘“« may reach my love, I will gratify the curiofity with which thy 
“looks enquire after me. I fell by the unprovoked enmity of 
“© man, in that feafon when the dictates of nature are love. But 
‘< Jet not my cenfure be univerfal; for as the elegy which I fing, 
“© was written by a human being, every human being is not defti- 
“ tute of compaffion, nor deaf to the language in which our joys 
“* and fears are expreffed.” He then, after a {weet though thort 
prelude, made the grove again eccho with his fong. 
































The fun had chac’d the winter’s fnow, «© See, fee, the winter’s ftorms are flown, 
And kindly loos’d the froft bound foil ; «© And Zephyrs gently fan the air! 
The melting ftreams began to flow, ‘* Let us the genial influence own, 
And plow-men urg’d their annual toil. “¢ Let us the vernal paftime fhare, 
T'was then amid the vernal throng, «« The Raven plumes his jetty wing, 
Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, “ To pleafe his croaking paramour ; 
A Blackbird rais’d his amorous fong, ** The Larks refponfive love-tales fing, 
And thus it eccho’d thro’ the grove: ‘«¢ And tell their paffion as they foar, 
s¢ ©! faireft of the feather’d train, «* But truftme, love, the Raven’s wing 
“ For whom I fing, for whom I burn; “«« Is not to be compar’d with mine ; 
«s Attend with pity to my ftrain, s* Nor can the Lark fo {weetly fing 
_  & And grant my love a kind return. “ As I, who ftrength with fweetnefs join. 


** With 
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<< With thee I’ll prove the fweets of love, 
<« With thee divide the cares of life ; 
«: No fonder hufband in the grove, 
<«¢ Nor none than thee a happier wife. 


és [ll lead thee to the cleareft rill, 

<< Whofe ftreams among the pebbles ftray ; 
« There will we fit and fip our fill, 

«« Or on the flow’ry border play. 


«¢ I'll guide thee to the thickeft brake, 

«< Impervious to the {chool boy’s eye: 
<¢ For thee the plaifter’d neft ll make, 

«© And on thy downy pinions he. 


« To get thee food I'll range the fields, 
« And cull the beft of ew’ry kind; 
«¢ Whatever nature’s bounty yields, 
« Or Love’s affiduous care can find. 


«© And when my lovely mate would firay 

c« To tafte the fummer’s fweets at large, 
© At home I’ll wait the live long day, 

«¢ And tend at home our infant charge. 


<¢ When prompted by a mother’s care 
co T hy warmth fhall form th’ imprifon’d 
** young, 
« With thee the tafk I'll fondly hare, 
« Or chear thy labours with my fong.” 


He ceas’d his fong. The melting dame 
With tender pity heard his ftrain 5 

She felt, fhe own’d a mutual flame, 
And haften’d to relieve his pain. 
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He led her to the nuptial bow’r, 
And neftled clofely to her fide, 
The happieft bridegroom in that hour, 
And fhe the moft enamour’d bride. 


Next morn he wak’d her with a fong.— 
« Arife! behold the new born day! 
The Lark his mattin peal has rung ; 
«© Arife, my love, and come away!” 


Together thro’ the fields they ftray’d, 
And to the verdant rivlets fide, 
Renew’d their vows, and hopp’d and play’d, 


With honeft joy and decent pride. 


But O! my mufe with pain relates 
The mournful fequel of my tale ; 
Sent by an ordet of the Fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale. 


Alarm’d, the lover cry’d, ** My dear, 
«“ Hafte, hafte away; from danger fly! 


fo] 


«¢ Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here! 
«« O! {pare my love, and let me die, 


At him the gunner took his aim; 

Theaim he took was much too true; 
O! had he chofe fome other game, 

Or fhot as he had us’d to do! * 


Divided pair! forgive the wrong, 

While I with tears your fate rehearte : 
I'll join the widow’s plaintive fong, 

And fave the Lover in my verfe. 


* Never having killed any thing before or finee. 


The emotions which this fong produced in my bofom, awaked me; 


and I immediately recollected, that, while I flept, my imagina- 
tion had repeated an Elegy occafioned by shooting a blackbird on 
Valentine's day, which had a few days before been communicated 


to me by a gentleman, who is not.only eminent for tafte, litera- 
ture and virtue, but for his zeal in defence of that religion, which: 
moft ftrongly inculcates compaftion to inferior natures, by the ex- 
ample of its Divine AUTHOR, who gave the moft ftupendous 


proof of his compaffion for ours. 
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SATURDAY, March 17, 1753. 
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Pytuac, ap. Lonein. 


In the Perfian Chronicle of the five hundred and thirteenth 
year of the Heicyra, it is thus written. 


Of the Letter of Cosrovu the Iman. 


8 T’ pleafed our mighty fovercign ABBas Caras- 
cAN, from whom the kings of the earth de- 





rive honour and dominion, to fet: Mirza his 
fervant over the province of Tauris. In the 
hand of Mirza, the balance of diftribution 
was fufpended with impartiality; and under his 
ee att oe, the weak were Oe the learned received ho- 
nour, and the diligent became rich: Mirza, therefore, was be- 
held by every eye with complacency, and every tongue Ee 


Pp bleffings 
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ings upon his head. But it was obferved, that he derived no 
mm the benefits which he diffufed: he became penfive and 
melancholy ; he {pent his leifure in folitude ; in his palace he fat 
motionlefs upon a fofa; and when he went out, his walk was flow, 
and his eyes were fixed upon the ground: he applied to the bufi- 
nefs of {tate ih reluctance ; and refolved to relinquifh the toil of 
government, of which he could no longer enjoy the reward. 
sz. therefore, obtained permiffion to approach the throne of 
our ipuereien and being afked what was his requeft, he made 
this reply: “‘ May the Lord of the world forgive the flave whom 
<c he has honoured, if Mirza Pr -efume again to lay the bounty of 
« Appas at his feet. ‘Thou haft given me the dominion of a 
« country, fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus; anda city, glo- 
<< rious above all others, except that only which reflects the Plecs 
« dor of thy prefence. But the longeft life 1s a- period, {carce: 
« {yfficient to prepare for death: all other bufinefs 1s vain and 
<< trivial, as the toil-of cmmets in the path of the traveller, under 
« whofe foot they perifh for ever; and all enjoyment is unfub- 
-« ftantial and evanefcent, as the colours of the bow that appears 


an 
n 


wn the interval of a ftorm. Suffer me, therefore, to prepare for 


A 
n 


the approach of eternity ; let me give up my foul to. medita- 


Lat 
n 


tion; let folitude and filence acquaint me with the myfteries of 


a 
n° 


devotion ; let me forget the world, and by the world be for- 


wn 
n 


gotten, till the moment arrives, in which the veil of eternity 
«© hall fall, and I fhall be found at the bar of the ALMIGHTY.” 
Mirza then bowed himfelf to the earth, and ftood filent. 


By the command of ABBas it is recorded, that at thefe words 
he trembled upon that throne, at the footftool of which the 
world pays homage: he looked round upon his nobles; but 
every countenance was pale, and every eye was upon the earth. 
No man opened his mouth ; and the king firft broke’ falence, after 
it had continued near an hour. 


«© Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. I am alarmed, 
<< as a man who fuddenly perceives that he is near the brink 
“ of a precipice, and is urged forward by an irrefiftible force : 

“< bat 
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A 
a 


but yet I know not, whether my danger is a reality or a dream. 
“‘ Jam as thou art, a reptile of the earth; my life is a moment, 
‘‘ and eternity, in which days and years and ages are nothing, is 
“* before me, for which I alfo fhould prepare: but by whom then 
* muft the Faithful be governed ? by thofe only, who have no fear 
‘© of judgment? by thofe only, whofe life is brutal, becaufe like 
*‘ brutes they do not confider that they fthall die? Or who, in- 
“‘ deed, are the Faithful? Are the bufy multitudes that crowd 
*“‘ the city, in a flate of perdition? and is the cell of the Dervife 
** alone the gate of Paradife? To all, the life of a Dervife is not 
** poffible: to all, therefore, it cannot be a duty. Depart to the 
‘* houfe which has in this city been prepared for thy refidence: 
‘© I will meditate the reafon of thy requeft ; and may He, who 
<< illuminates the mind of the humble, enable me to determine 


“ with wifdom! ” 


Mirza departed; and on the third day, having received no 
command, he again requefted an audience, and it was granted. 
When he entered the royal prefence, his countenance appeared 
more.chearful; he drew a letter from his bofom, and having 
kiffed it, he prefented it with his right hand. “* My Lord,” 
{aid he, ‘“ 1 have learned by this letter, which I received from 
“© Cosrou the Iman who now {ftands before thee, in what man- 
“< ner life may be beft improved: Lam enabled to look back with 
“ pleafure, and forward with hope ; and I fhall now rejoice ftill 
“* to be the fhadow of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thofe 
«© honours which I fo lately wifhed to refign.” The King who 
had liftened to Mirza, with a mixture of furprize and curiofity, 
immediately gave the letter to Cosrou, and commanded that it 
fhould be read. The eyes of the court were at once turned upon 
the hoary fage, whofe countenance was fuffufed with an honeft 
blufh; and it was not without fome hefitation that he read thefe 


words. 


“ To Mirza, whom the wifdom of AnsAs our mighty Lord 
‘© has honoured with dominion, be everlafting health! When I 
<< heard thy purpofe to withdraw the bleffings of thy government 


‘¢ from the thoufands of Tauris, my heart was wounded with the 
arrow 
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ay 


< arrow of affliction, and my eyes became dim with forrow. But 
‘© who fhall {peak before the king, when he is troubled ; and who 
fhall boaft of knowledge, when he is diftrefled by doubt ? To 
«« thee I will relate the events of my youth, which thou haft re- 
“¢ newed before t me; and thofe truths which they taught me, 


hy) sat 


may the Prophet multiply to thee.” 























ce 


“ Unper the inftruction of the phyfician Aluazer, I obtained 
an early k eae ge of his art. To thofe who were {mitten with 


“* difeafe, I could Ri uinifter plants, which the fun has impregnated 


€¢ 


withthe {pirit of health. But the fcenes of pain, languor, and mor- 
“ tality, which were perpetually rifing before me, made me often 
‘“< tremble for myfelf. I faw the grave open at my feet: I deter- 
mined, therefore, to contemplate only the regions beyond it, 
and to defpife every acquifition which I could not keep. I con- 
ceived an opinion, that as there was no merit but in voluntary 
poverty, and filent meditation, thefe who defired money were 
not proper objects of bounty; and that by all who were proper 
« objects of bounty, money was defpifed. I, therefore, buried 
* mine in the earth; and, renouncing fociety, I wandered into a 
wild and fequeftered part of the country: my dwelling was a 
cave by the fide of a hill, J drank the running water from the 
‘« foring, and eat fuch fruits and herbs as I could find. To in- 
creafe the aufterity of my life, I frequently watched all night, 
fituin g at the entrance of the cave with my face to the eaft, re- 
figning myfelf to the fecret influences of the Prophet, and ex- 
‘¢ pecting illuminations from above. One morning after my noc- 
turnal vigil, juftas I perceived the horizon glow at the approach 
<< of the fun, the power of fleep became irrefiftible, and I funk 
“under it. Limagined myfelf {till fitting at the entrance of my 


“cell; that the dawn increafed; and that as I looked earneftly 
tl 














for the firft beam of day, a date {pot appeared to intercept it. 


perceived that it was in motion; it increafed in fize as it drew 
‘“ near, and at length I difcovered it to be an eagle. I ftill kept 
my eye fixed ftedfaftly upon it, and faw it alight at a fmall 
diftance, where 1 now defcried a fox whofe two fore legs ap- 
peared to be broken. Before this fox the eagle laid part of a 
kad, which fhe had brought in her talons, and then difappeared. 


< When 


< 


n 


£ 


a 
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«© When I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, and bleffed 
“¢ the Prophet for the inftru€tion of the morning. I reviewed my 
<¢ dream, and faid thus to myfelf: ‘Cosrou, thou haft done ‘well 
* to renounce the tumult, the bufinefs, and the vanities of life; 
«¢ but thou haft as yet done it only in part: thou art {till every day 
‘© bufied in the fearch of food, thy mind is not wholly at reft, nei- 
“¢ ther is thy truft in PRovIDENCE complete. What art thou 
“¢ taught by this vifion ? If thou haft feen an eagle commiffioned 
“* by HEAVEN to feed a fox that ts lame, fhall not the hand of 
«© HEAVEN alfo fupply thee with food’; when that which prevents 
*¢ thee from procuring it for thyfelf, 1s not neceflity but devotion? 
*¢ T was now fo confident of a miraculous fupply, that I neglected 
«© to walk out for my repaft, which, after the firft day, I expected 
‘© with an impatience that left me little power of attending to any 
Pf 

‘<< and perfifted in my refolution ; but my eyes at length pi n to 
‘© fail me, and my Knees {mote each other ; Ithrew myfelf ba 

“ ward, and hoped my weaknefs would foon increafe to infenfbi 
«lity. But I was fuddenly rouzed by the voice of an invifible 
«© being, who pronounced thefe words. Cosrov, I am the oe 
who, by the command of the ALMIGHTY, ‘have regiftered 
the thoughts of thy heart, which Iam now séladimonad to* re- 
prove. While thou waft attempting to become wife above that 


“ other object: this impatience, however, I laboured to fupprefs, 


which is revealed, thy foily has perverted the inftruGtion which was 
vouchfafed thee. Art ‘thou difabled as the Fox? Haft thou not 
rather the powers of the Eagle? rife, let the Eagle be the ob- 
ject of thy emulation. To pain and ficknefs, be thou again the 
meflenger of eafe and health. Virtue is not reft, but action. If 
thou doft good to man, as an evidence of thy love to GO D, thy 
virtue will be exalted from moral to divine; and that happinefs 
which is the pledge of Paradife, will be thy reward upon earth. 


“« Avr thefe words I was not lefs aftonifhed, than if a mou 
«¢ had been overturned at my feet. I humbled myfel a tfc 
« duft; I returned to the city; I dug up my treafure; I was 
“ liberal, yet I became rich. My {kill in reftoring health to the 
“‘ body, gave me frequent opportunities of curing the difeafes of 
<< the foul. I put on the facred veftments; I grew eminent be- 


Cpe alin. 
y ond 
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<< yond my merit ; and it was the pleafure of the king that I fhould 
“ ftand before him. Now, therefore, be not offended ; I boaft of 


€¢ 


é¢ 


<¢ 


«ec 


€¢ 


ce 


«¢ 


€¢ 


no knowledge that I have not received: as the fands of the de- 
fart drink up the drops of rain, or the dew of the morning; fo 
do Ialfo, who am but duft, imbibe the inftructions of the 
Prophet. Believe then that it is he who tells thee, all know- 
ledge is prophane, which terminates in thyfelf; and by a life 
wafted in fpeculation, little even of this can be gained. When 
the e gates of Paradife are thrown open before thee, thy mind 

yall be irradiated in a moment: here thou canit little more 

han pile error upon error; there thou fhalt build truth upon 
truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious vifion; and in the mean 


‘ time emulate the eagle. Much is in thy power; and, there- 


fore, much is expected of thee. Though the ALMIGHTY 
only can give virtue; yet, as a prince, thou mayft ftimulate 
thofe to beneficence, who act from no higher motive than im- 
mediate intereft: thou canft not produce the principle, but 
mayft enforce the practice. The relief of the poor is equal, whe- 
ther they receive it from oftentation, or charity ; and the effect 
of example is the fame, whether it be intended to obtain the 
favour of GOD or man. Let thy virtue be thus diffufed ; 


‘ and if thou believeft with reverence, thou fhalt be accepted 


above.. Farewel. May the fmile of Him who refides in the 
Heaven of Heavens, be upon thee! and againftthy name, in 
the volume of His will, may happinefs be written!” 


Tue King, whofe doubts like thofe ef Mirza were now re- 


moved, looked up with a fimile that communicated the joy of his 


mind. He difmiffed the prince to his government; and com- 
manded thefe events to be recorded, to the end that oehectte may 
know, “that no life is pleafing to GOD, but that which is 


ce 


ufeful to MANKIND.” 
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To be continued on Turespays and SATURDAYS. 
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the ingratitude of mankind, we might perhaps 
be at a lofs, why fo liberal and impartial a be- 
nefactor as Sleep, fhould meet with fo few 


hiftorians or panegyrifts. Writers are fo totally 





abforbed by the bufinefs of the day, as never to turn their attention 
to that power, whofe officious hand fo feafonably eafes the burthen 
of life ; and without whofe interpofition, man would not be able 
to endure the fatigue of labour however rewarded, or the ftruggle 


with oppofition however fuccefsful. 


Q.q NIGHT 
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NicuT, although to many the longeft part of life, and to almoft 
all the moft innocent and happy, is unthankfully neglected, except 


by thofe who pervert her gifts. 


Tue aftronomers, indeed, expect her with impatience, and feli- 
citate themfelves upon her arrival: FonTENELLE has not failed to 
celebrate her praifes; and to chide the fun for hiding from his view, 
the worlds which he imagines to appear in every conftellation. 


Nor have the poets been always deficient in her praifes: Mitton 


has obferved of the Night, that it is the pleafant time, the cool, the 


A 
Jfilent. 


THESE men may, indeed, well be expected to pay particular 
homage to night ; fince they are indebted to her, not only for ceffa- 
tion of pain, but increafe of pleafure; not only for flumber, but 
for knowledge. But the greater part of her avowed 'votaries are the 
fons of Luxury ; who appropriate to feftivity the hours defigned 
for reft; who confider the reign of pleafure as commencing, when 
day begins to withdraw her bufy multitudes, and ceafes to diffipate 
attention by intrufive and unwelcome variety ; who begin to awake 
to joy, when the reft of the world finks into infenfibility ; and 
revel in the foft effluence of flattering and_ artificial lights, which 


more fhadowy fet off the face of things. 


WiiruovuT touching upon the fatal confequences of a cuftom; 
which, as RAMAzzINI obferves, will be for ever condemned, and 
for ever retained; it may be obferved, that however Sleep may be 
put off from time to time, yet the demand ts of fo importunate a 
nature, as not to remain long unfatisfied ; and if, as fome have done, 
we confider it as the tax of life, we muft obferve it is a tax that 
muft be paid, unlefs we could ceafe to be men. Upon this account 


Alexander 
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Alexander declared, that nothing convinced him that he was not a 
Divinity, but his not being able to live without Sleep. 


To live without Sleep in our prefent fluctuating ftate, however 


1 b | 
{ 


defirable it might feem to the lady in Cle/ia, can furely be the with 
only of the young or the ignorant; to every one elfe, it wil 
in the next degree of wretchednefs to the miferable beings, whom 
SwirT has in his travels fo elegantly defcribed, as _/upremely curfed 


with smmortaltty. 


SLEEP 1s neceflary to the happy, to prevent fatiety and to endear 
life by a fhort abfence; and to the miferable, to relieve them by 
intervals of quiet. Life is to moft, fuch as could not be en- 
cured without frequent intermiffion of exiftence; Homer, there- 
fore, has thought it an office worthy of the goddefs of wifdom, to 


lay Ulyffes afleep. when landed on Pheacia. 


Ir is related ef BARRETIER, whofe early advances in literature 
fcarce any human mind has equalled, that he {pent twelve hours of 
the four and twenty in Sleep: yet this appears, from the bad ftate 
of his health, and the fhortnefs of his life, to have been too {mall a 
refpite for a mind fo vigoroufly and intenfely employed: itis to be 
regretted, therefore, that he did not exercife his mind lefs, and his 
body more; fince by this means it is highly probable, that though 
he would not then have aftonifhed with the blaze of a comet, he 


would not have wanted the permanent radiance of a fixed ftar. 


Nor fhould it be objected, that there have been many men who 
daily fpent fifteen or fixteen hours in ftudy; for of fome fuch 
reports have been falfly {pread: others have done it for a {hort 
time only; and of the reft it appears, that they employed their 


minds in fuch operations, as required neither celerity nor ftrength ; 


in 
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in the low drudgery of collating copies, comparing authorities, di- 


gefting dictionaries, or accumulating compilations, 


Men of ftudy and imagination are frequently upbraided by the 
induftrious and plodding fons of care, with paffing too great a 
part of their life in a ftate of inaction. But thefe defiers of Sleep 
feem not to remember, that though it muft be granted them that 
they are crawling about before the break of day, it can feldom be 
faid that they are properly awake; they exhauft no fpirits, and re- 
quire no repairs ; but lie torpid as a toad in marble, or at leaft are 
known to live only by an inert and fluggifh loco-motive faculty, 
and may be faid, like a wounded {nake, to dragg their flow length 


7 
10 
GONE » 


Man has been long known among philofophers, by the appella- 
tion of the microcofm, ‘or epitome of the world: the refemblance 
between the great and little world, might by a rational obferver be 
detailed to many particulars; and to many more by a fanciful fpe- 
culatiftt. I know not in which of thefe two claffes I thail be 
ranged; for obferving, that as the total quantity of light and dark- 
nefs, allotted in the courfe of the year to every region of the earth, 
isthe fame, though diftributed at various times and in different 
portions; fo, perhaps, to each individual of the human fpecies, 
nature has ordained the fame quantity of wakefulnefs and fleep; 
though divided by fome into a total quiefcence and vigorous exer- 
tion of their faculties, and blended by others in a kind of twilight 
of exiftence, in a ftate between dreaming and reafoning, in which 


they either think without action, or a&t without thought. 


THE poets are generally well affected to fleep: as men who think 
with vigour, they require refpite from thought ; and gladly refign 
themfelves to that gentle power, who not only beftows reft, but 


fre- 
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frequently leads them to happier regions, where patrons are always 
kind, and audiences are always candid, where ‘they are feafted in 
the bowers of imagination, and crowned with flowers divefted of 
their prickles, and laurels of unfading verdure. 

‘THE more refined and penetrating part of mankind, who take 
wide furveys of the wilds of life, fee the innumerable terrors and 
diftreffes that are perpetually preying on the heart of man, and 
difcern with unhappy perfpicuity calamities yet latent in their caufes, 
are glad to clofe their eyes upon the gloomy profpe&, and lofe in 
a fhort age the remembrance of others miferies and their 
own. The hero has no higher hope, than that after having routed 
legions after legions, and added kingdom to kingdom, he fhall re- 
tire to milder happinefs, and clofe his days in focial feftivity. The 
wit or the fage can expect no greater happinefs, than that after 
he harraffed his reafon in deep refearches, and fatigued his fancy 


in wild excurfions, he fhall fink at night in the tranquillity of Sleep. 


THE poets only, among all thofe that enjoy the bleffings of Sleep, 
have not been afhamed to acknowledge their benefactor. How 
much Srarius confidered the evils of life as aflwaged and. {foft- 
ened by the balm of Slumber, we may difcover by that pathetic in- 
vocation, which he poured out in his waking nights: and that 
Cow.ey, among the other felicities of his darling folitude, did not 


3 


forget to number the privilege of fleeping without difturbance, 
we may learn from the rank that he affigns among the gifts of 
nature to the poppy; ‘‘ which is fcattered,” fays he, ‘* over the 

fields of corn, that all the needs of man may be eafily fatisfied, 


«© and that bread and fleep may be found together.” 
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Sz quis invifum Cerert benigne 





Me putat germen, vebementer errat 5 


Ila me in partem recipit libenter 





Fertilts agri. 





Meque frum entumque fimul per omnes 
‘Confulens mundo Dea fpargit oras ; 
Crefcite, O! dixit, duo magna fuften— 


tacula vite. 


Carpe, mortalis, mea dona letus, 





Carpe, nec plantas alias require, 
Sed fatur panis, fatur et foports 


Cetera f{perne. 














Srrep, therefore, as the chief ofall earthly- bleffings, is juftly 
appropriated to induftry and temperance; the refrefhing reft, and 
the peaceful night, .are the portion only of him, who lies down 
weary with honeft labour, and free from the fumes of indigefted 
luxury: it is the juft doom of lazinefs and gluttony, to be inactive 


without eafe, and.drowfy without tranquillity. 


Steep has been often mentioned.as the image of death; fo lke 
it, fays Sir Tuomas Brown, that I.dare not truft at without my. 
prayers: their refemblance is, indeed,- ftriking and apparent, they, 
both, when they feize the body, leave the foul atliberty., and wife, 
is he that remembers of both, that they can be made fafe and 


happy only by Virtue. 
T 
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SATURDAY, March 24, 1753. 





Solvite tantis animum monftris, 
Solvite, Superi; rectam in melius 











Vertite mentem. SEN. 
Fe yo WENT a few days ago to vifit a friend, whofe 
A was : , 5 : 
a 2 underftanding is fo much difordered by an in- 
= judicious application to ftudy, that he has been 


| ’ fome time confined ina madhoufe. His ima- 
gination was always remarkably vigorous, and 
CKO /s(Q his judgment far from contemptible; but 
having refolved to admit no propofition which he could not de- 
monttrate to be true, and to proceed in no enquiry till he had per- 
feétly levelled the path before him; his progrefs was prefently 
ftopped, and his mind continued fixed upon problems which no 
human abilities can folve, till its object became confufed, and he 
miftook for realities the illufions of fancy. 


(Ex Sy 
MS 
ait SS e] 


5) ¢ 


Tue unequal diftribution of good and evil, the fufferings of 
virtue, and the enjoyments of vice, had long bufied and perplexed 
his underftanding : he could not difcover, why a being to whom 


all things are poffible, fhould leave moral agents expofed to acci- 
Rr dental 
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dental happinefs and mifery ; why a child often languifhes under 
difeafes which are derived from a parent, and a parent fuffers yet 
keener anguith by the rebellious ingratitude of a child; why the 
tendereft affection is often abufed by the neglect of indifference, 
or the infults of brutality; and why vice has ‘external advantages 
put into her power, which virtue is compelled to renounce. 


He confidered thefe phenomena as blemifhes in the moral fy- 
ftem, and could not fupprefs romantic wifhes to fee them removed. 
Thefe wifhes he now believes to be in fome degree accomplithed ; 
for he conceives himfelf tranfported to another planet, peopled with 
beings like himfelf, and governed by fuch laws, as human pride 
has often dictated to DIVINE WISDOM for the govern- 
ment of the earth: he fancies too, that he is attended by a being 
of a fuperior order, who has been commanded to take charge of 
him during his excurfion ; and he fays the name of this being is 
Azait, But notwithftanding thefe extravagancies, he will fon 
times reafon with great fubtilty ; and ania’ ly comprehends the 


force of any argument that ts brought againit ft him, jie h the next 


o 
© 


moment he will be wandering in the mazes of phrenzy, or bufied 
to accomplifh fome trifling or ridiculous purpofe. 


WHEN I entered his ‘room, he was fitting in a contemplative 
pofture, with his eyes fixed upon the ground: he juft glanced them 
upon me, but as I perceived that his imagination was bufy, I was 
not willing to interrupt it by the intrufion of foreign ideas: J, 
therefore, feated myfelf near him, without fpeaking a word; and 
after he had continued in his reverie near a quarter of an hour, he 
rofe up, and feemed by his geftures to take leave of fome invifible 
cueft, whom with great ceremony he attended to the door. When 
he returned, he cddeelien me with his ufual familiarity; and with- 
out ‘exprefling any oe Bi to know how I had followed him into 
a region fo remote and difficult of accefs, he began to acquaint me 
with all that had paffed in his imagination. 


Azatt,” faid he, “ has juft promifed,’ that he will to-mor- 

““ row remove me from this folitary retirement, to the metropolis ; 
“« where the advantages that arife from a perfect coincidence of 
“© the natural and the moral world, will be more apparent and 
“ ftriking: he tells me,. that you have been abroad with him this 
“ morning, and have made fome difcoveries which you are to 
“* com- 


Wo 400° Ts tAYD! VAEANV E COAR ORF 237 


<* communicate to me. Come, I know that you find this world 
“ very different from that which you left: there, all is confufion 
“© and deformity; good and evil appear to be diftributed not by 
‘© defign, but by chance; and religion is not founded on reafon, 
«« but faith ; here, all is order, harmony, and beauty; vice itfelf 
“< is only a deep fhadow, that gives ftrength and elegance to other 
‘* figures in the moral picture: happinefs does, indeed, in fome 
** degree depend upon externals ; but even external advantages are 
“« the appendages of virtue ; every man {pontaneoufly believes the 
** rectitude which he fees, and rejoices that a blind affent to pro- 
“* pofitions which contradict his experience is not exacted.” 


To this addrefs I was at a lofs how to reply: but fome time 
was happily allowed me for recollection by my friend, who having 
now exhautfted his ideas, lighted a pipe of tobacco, and refigned 
himfelf again to meditation. In this interval I determined to ac- 
commodate myfelf to his conceptions, and try what could be ef- 
fected by decorating fome arguments with the machinery of his 
fancy. 


“Tr Azarr,” faid I, “ has referred you to me, I will readily 
“* gratify your curiofity: but for my own part I am more and 
** more difgufted with this place, and I thall rejoice when I return 
*< to dur own world. We have, I confeis, been abroad this morn- 
** ing; but though the weather as you fee is fine, and the country 
<< pleafant, yetl “hs ave great reafon to be diffatisfied with my walk. 
*« "This, as you. have remarked, is a retired part of the country ; 
““ my difcoveries, therefore, with refpect to the people, have been 
“ few; andtillto day, Ihave feen no object that has mu che xeited 
“< my curiofity, or could much contribute to my information: but 
** juft as we had crofied the third field from the aes . difco- 
*«* vered a man lying near the path, who feemed to be perifhing 
«¢ with difeafe and want: as we approached, he looked up at us 
<* with an afpect that expreffed the utmoft diftrefs, but no expecta- 
“¢ tion of relief; the filent complaint which yet fcarce implied a 
“ petition, melted my heart with pity; Iran to him, and gently 
“ raifing him from the ground, inquired how I could be em- 
“ ployed to affift him: the man gazed at me with aftonifhment ; 
‘© and while he was making an effort to fpeak, Azaii fuddenly 
‘© forced me from him”. Supprefs thy pity, faid he, for itis im- 


pious; and forbear attempts of relief, for they are vain: haft thou 
forgot, 
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forgot, that happinefs and mifery are here exactly proportioned to 
virtue and vice; and, therefore, that to alleviate the mifery, or 
increafe the happinefs; is to deftroy the equipoife of the balance, 
and to counterwork the defigns of HEAvEN? 


« ] pest the force of this reproof ; and turning my eyes from 
« an object which I could not behold without anguifh, I foon dif- 
covered another perfon ftanding at fome diftance and looking 
“ toward us: his features were fixed in the dead calm of indiffe- 
rence, and expreffed neither pleafure nor pain : I, therefore, en- 
quired of Azart to what moral clafs he belonged; what were 
his virtues, paffions, enjoyments, and expectations.” 


“nw 
n 


nw 
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Tue man, faid Azar, who is the fubject of thy enquiry, has 
not deferved, and, therefore, does not fuffer pofitive pain, either 
of body or mind: he poffeffes eafe and health, and enjoys the tem- 
perate gratification of his natural appetites ; this temperance is his 
virtue, and this enjoyment its reward. He is deftitute of whatever 
is diftinguifhed upon earth, by the name of Kinp AFFECTIONS or 
SociaL VirTuE: the kind affections would render his happinefs 
dependent upon others ; and the exercife of focial virtue, pre- 
fuppofes the happinefs of others to be dependent upon him. Every 
individual is here a kind of fenarate fyftem: among thefe there 
can be neither pity nor relief, neither bounty nor gratitude. To 
cloathe the naked, to feed the hungry, and to comfort the affiid- 
ed, can be duties to thofe only, who are placed where the account 
of PRovipENcE with Vice and Virtue is kept open, and the mite 
of human benevolence may be accepted for either ; as the balance 
is deferred till hereafter, and will at laft be {tated with the utmoft 
precifion and impartiality. If thefe beings are intended for a fu- 
ture ftate, itis not requifite they fhould know it; the DEITY 
would be juftified, if they fhould lofe exiftence and life together, 
Hope and fear are not neceflary to adjuft the fcale of diftributive 
juftice, or to deter them from obtaining private gratifications at the 
expence of others; for over the happinefs of others they have no 
power: their expectations, therefore, are bounded by the grave; 
and any calamity, that would afford a probable proof of their 
exiftence beyond it, would be regarded as the moft fortunate event 
that could befall them. In that of which others complain, they would 
rejoice ; and adore as bounty, that which upon earth has been cen- 
fured as injuftice. ‘© When Azait had vouchfafed me this in- 

“* forma- 


ye, 


*¢ formation, I earneftly requefted that I might no longer continue, 
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“ where my virtues had no object, where there was no happinefs 
<< worthy my complacency, nor any mifery that I was permitted to 


‘¢ relieve. ” 


Az this:while my friend feemed to liften with great attention, 
and I was encouraged to proceed. “ I could not forbear obferving 
“ to AzalL,” faid I, “* as we returned, that he had exhibited, in 
** avery ftrong light, the great advantages which are derived from 
“© that very conftitution of the natural and moral world; which, 
«¢ being generally confidered as defective, fome have concealed 
‘ with a view to juftify Provipence, and others have difplayed 
“ as an argument that all things were produced by chance.”—— 
“ But, Sir,” faid my friend, haftily interrupting me, ‘‘it is not 
‘© merely the unequal diftribution, but the exiftence of evil, that 
“ the Stoics denied, and the Epicureans admitted, for the purpotes 
«© which you fuppofe; and Ican difcover, without the affiftance of 
« Azait, that if moral evil had been excluded, the focial af- 
‘<< fections would have been exercifed only in the participation of 
‘© happinefs.; pity would have been well exchanged for compla- 
«¢ cency, and the alleviation of evil for the mutual communica- 
“© tion of good.” I now conceived hopes, that I had engaged 
him in a train of thought, which would by degrees lead him out 
of all his difficulties: I applauded myfelf upon the fuccefs of my 
project, and believed I had nothing to do, but to obviate the ob- 

» jection he had ftarted, and to recapitulate my other arguments, of 
which he had tacitly acknowledged the force.“ My dear friend,” 
faid I, “* you talk of the exclufion of moral evil ; but does not the 
‘¢ exclufion of moral evil, froma fociety of human beings placed 
“ in a ftate of probation, appear to be as impoffable as to give a 
*¢ circle the properties of a f{quare? and-could man, fuppofing him 
“‘ to have centinued impeccable, have lived upon earth in per- 
“ petual fecurity from pain? Would he not have been fill liable 
«© to be crufhed by a fall, or wounded by a blow? and is it not 
*< eafy to fhew, that thefe evils, which unavoidably became pro- 
** bable the moment our world and its firft inhabitants were pro- 
‘«< duced, are apparently over-ruled by the WISE CREATOR, 
“ and that from thefe he is perpetually educing good? 


“ Tu fame act by which man forfeited his original immorta- 

‘ lity, produced eventually a proof, that it fhould be reftored in 
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< a future ftate; with fuch circumftances, as more forcibly re- 
‘c {trained vice by fear, and encouraged virtue by hope. Man, 
‘¢ therefore, was urged by ftronger motives to rectitude of life’, 
« and a further deviation to ill, became mere difficult than the 
« firft; anew field was opened for the exercife of that virtue, 
“ which exercife only can improve. When diftrefs came among 
“‘ us, the relief of diftrefs was exalted into.piety: what ye did to 
“ the fick, and the prifoner, fays the AuTHoR of our religion, ye 
°C did to me. But the fufferings of virtue do not only exercife 
“<< virtue in others; they are an-earneft of everlafting felicity: and 
*¢ hope, without any temporary enjoyment, is of more worth, than 
«© all temporary enjoyments without hope. ‘The prefent fyftem 1s, 
«« indeed, evidently in a ftate of progreflion: in this view, it will 
‘© appear to be a work worthy of inrinrre Wisdom and Goop- 
«< wess; for no one can complain, that an ear of cern rots in the 
‘* sround, who knows that it cannot otherwife {pring up, and pro- 
“« duce firft the blade, then the ear, and afterwards an increafe, by 
“© which alone it becomes ufeful. ” 


I now paufed in expectation of his reply, with the utmoft con- 
fidence of fuccefs: but while I was in fancy congratulating him 
on the recovery of his underftanding, and receiving the thanks of 
his friends, to the utter confufion of my hope he burft into a 
a violent fit of laughter. At firft I was not lefs aftonifhed than 
difappointed : but I foon difcovered, that while I was labouring at 
my argument, which wholly engroffed my attention, he had found 
means mifchievoufly to fhake the lighted tobacco from his pipe 
into my coat-pocket, which having fet fire to my handkerchief, 
‘vas now finding its way through the lining. 


Turs was fo learned, rational, and ingenious aconfutation of all 
I had faid, that I could not but retract my error: and as a friend 
to truth and free enquiry, I recommend the fame method of reply 
to thofe ingenious gentlemen, who have difcovered, that ridicule is 
the teft of truth; and Iam confident, that if they manage it with 
dexterity, it will always enable them perfectly to difconcert an 
antagonift, who triumphs in the ftrength of his argument, and 
‘would otherwife bring contempt upon thofe, who teach Previ- 
DENCE to govern the world. | 
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———S1 mutabile pecius 

Eff tibi, confiliis, non curribus, utere nofirts : 

Dum potes, et folidis etiamnum fedibus adfas ; 

Dumque male optatos nondum prenus infcius axes. Ovip. 


To the ADVENTURER, 


2) E958 N O W {fend you the fequel of my ftory; which 
EV sue 

» had not been fo long delayed, if I could 
have brought myfelf to imagine, that any 


real impatience was felt for the fate of Misar- 





| , GYRUS; who has travelled no unbeaten track 
to mifery, and confequently can prefent the reader only with fuch 


incidents as occur in daily life. 


You have feen me, Sir, in the zenith of my glory; not dif- 


penfing the kindly warmth of an all-chearing fun, but like another 
Sf Pha- 
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Phaeton {corching and blafting every thing around me. I fhail 
proceed, therefore; to finifh my. carreer, and pafs as rapidly as 


af St we \' od) All Ge ye ihc 
poflible through the remaining vicifitudes of my life. 


Wuen I firft began to be in want of money I made no doubt 
e fupy oly. The news-papers were perpetually of- 
fering directions to men, who feemed to have no other bufinefs 


r j Co 1 sas mre 
than to gather heaps of gold for thofe who place ther fupreme fe- 


is 


icity in {cattering it. I ‘pofted away, therefore, to one of thefe 
advertifers, who by his propofals feemed to deal in thoufands; and 
was not a little chagrined to find, that this general bene efactor would 
have nothing to do with any larger fum than thirty pounds, nor 
would venture that--without a joint note from-myfelf and a-re- 


putable houfe-keeper, or for'a longer time than three months. 


Ir -was-not yet-fo_bad with me, as that I needed to folicit furety 
for thirty pounds: yet partly from the greedinefs that extravagance 
always produces, and partly froma defire of feeing the humour of 
a petty ufurer, a characterof which I had hitherto lived in. igno- 
rance, I condefcended to liften to his terms. He proceeded to in- 
form me of my great felicity, in not falling into the hands of an 
extortioner; and affared me, that I fhould find him extremely 
moderate in his demands. he was not, indeed, certain, that he 
could furnifh me with the whole’ fum, for people were at this 
particular time extremely prefling and importunate for money; yet 
as I had’the appearance-of a'gentleman, he would try what’ he 


could do, and give:me his anf{wer in ‘three days. 


AT the expiration of the time, I called upon -him again ;:and 
was again informed of the great demand for money, ‘and that mo- 
ney was money now: he then advifed me to be punctual in my pay- 
ment, ‘as that might induce him to befriend me hereafter ; and de- 


livered 
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livered me the money, deducting at the rate of fiveand thirty per 


‘cent, with another panegyric upon his own moderation. 


I wit not tire you with the various practices of ufurious op- 
‘prefflion, but cannot omit my tranfaction with Squeeze on Tower- 
hill; who finding me a young man of confiderable expectations, 
employed an agent to perfuade me to borrow five hundred pounds, 
to be refunded by an annual payment of twenty per cent, during 
the joint lives of his daughter Nancy Squeeze and myfelf. ‘The 
negociator came prepared to inforce his propofal with all his art; 
but finding that I caught his offer with the eagernefs of neceffity, 
he grew cold and languid: fe had mentioned it out of kindnefs; be 
would try to ferve me, Mr. Squeeze was an honeft man, but extremely 
cautious. Inthree days he-came to tell me, that his endeavours had 
been ineffectual, Mr. Squeeze having no good opinion of my life: 
but that there was one expedient remaining ; Mrs, Squeeze could 
influence her hufband and her good will’ might be ‘gained -by a 
-compliment. 1 waited that afternoon on Mrs. Squeeze, and poured 
out before her the flatteries which ufually gain accefs to rank and 
beauty: Idid not then know, that there are places in which the 
only compliment is a bribe. Having yet credit with a jeweller, I 
afterwards procured a ring of thirty guineas, which I humbly pre- 
fented, and was foon admitted to a treaty with Mr. Squeeze. He 
appeared peevifh and backward; and my old friend whifpered me, 
that he would never make.a dry bargain: I, therefore, invited him 
toatavern. Nine times we meton the affair; nine times I paid 
four pounds for the fupper and claret ; and nine guineas I gave the 
agent for good offices: I then obtained the money, paying ten per 


cent advance ; and at the tenth meeting gave another fupper, and 


difburfed fifteen pounds for the writings. 


OTHERS, 
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Oruers, who ftiled themfelves brokers, would only truft their 
money upon goods: that I might, therefore, try every art of ex- 
penfive folly, I took a houfe and furnifhed it. I amufed myfelf with 
defpoiling my moveables of their glofly appearance, for fear of a- 
larming the lender with fufpicions ; and in this I fucceeded fo well, 
that he favoured me with one hundred and fixty pounds upon that 
which was rated at feven hundred. I then found that I was to 
maintain a guardian about me, to prevent the goods from being 
broken or removed. ‘This was, indeed, an unexpected tax; but 
it was too late to recede; and I comforted myfelf, that I might 
prevent a creditor, of whom I had fome apprehenfions, from 


feizing, by having a prior execution always in the houfe. 


By fuch means I had fo embarraffed myfelf, that my whole at- 
tention was engaged in contriving excufes, and raifing {mall fums 
to quiet fuch as words would no longer mollify. It coft me eighty 
pounds in prefents to Mr, Leech, the attorney, for his forbearance 
of one hunded, which he folicited me to take when I had no need. 
1 was perpetually harrafled with importunate demands, and infulted 
by wretches, who a few months before would not have dared to raife 
their eyes from the duft before me... I lived in continual terror, 
frighted by every noife at the door, and terrified at the approach 
of every ftep quicker than common. I never retired to reft, with- 
out feeling the juftnefs of the Spanifh proverb, Let him who fleeps 
too much, borrow the pillow of a debtor: my folicitude and vexation 
kept me long waking ; and when I had clofed my eyes, I was pur- 
fued or infulted by vifionary bailiffs, 


Wuen JI refle@ted upon the meannefs of the fhifts I had reduced 
myfelf to, I could not but curfe the folly and extravagace that had 
overwhelmed me in a fea of troubles, from which it was highly 
imnrohable that I fhould ever emerge. I had fome time lived in 


hopes 
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hopes of an eftate, atthe death of. my uncle; but he difappointed 


me by marrying his houfe-keeper; and catching an opportunity foon 


after of quarrelling with me, for fettling twenty pounds a year upon 


a girl whom IJ had feduced, told me that: he would take care to 


prevent his fortune from being fquandered upon proftitutes, 


NoTuINnc now remained, but the chance of extricating myfelf 
by marriage ; a {cheme which, I flatter myfelf, nothing but my 
prefent diftrefs would have made me think on with patience. I 
determined, therefore, to look out for a tender novice, with a 
large fortune at her own difpofal ; and accordingly fixed my eyes 
upon Mifs Biddy Simper. I had now paid her fix or feven vifits; 
and fo fully convinced her of my being a gentleman and a rake, 
that I made no doubt that both her perfon and fortune would be 


foon mine. 


’ Ar this critical time, Mifs Gripe called upon me, in a chariot 
bought with my money, and loaded with trinkets that I had in 
my days of affluence lavifhed on her. Thofe days were now 
over; and there was little hope that they would ever return. She 
was not able to withftand the temptation of ten pounds, that 
Talon the bailiff offered her; but brought him into my apartment, 
difguifed in a livery ; and taking my {word to the window, under 


pretence of admiring the workmanthip, beckoned him to feize me. 


BELAY would have been expenfive without ufe, as the debt 
was too confiderable- for payment. or bail: I, therefore, fuffered 
myfelf to be immediately conducted to jayl. 

Veftibulum ante ipfum primifque in faucibus Orci, 

Luétus & ultrices pofuere cubilia cure: 

Pallentefque habitant morbt1, trifiifque fenectus, 

Et metus, et malefuada fames, et turpis egefias. 


Con- 
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ConrinemENT of any kind is dreadful; a prifon is fometimes 
able to fhock thofe, who endure it in a good caufe: let your ima* 
gination, therefore, acquaint you, with what I have not words to 
exprefs; and conceive, if poffible, the horrors of imprifonment 
attended with reproach and ignominy, of involuntary affocia- 
tion with the refufe of mankind, with wretches who were before 
too abandoned for fociety, but being now freed from fhame or 
fear, are hourly improving their vices by conforting with each 


other. 


THERE are, however, a few, whom like myfelf imprifonment 
tas rather mortified than hardened: with thefe only I converfe ; 


and of thefe you may perhaps hereafter receive fomeé account, 


from 
Your humble fervant, 


T MISARGYRUS, 
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Se LM RAY, Marcher, 17.5%. 
—— Sua cuique Deus fit dira Cupido, Virc. 


HAD the misfortune, fome time ago, to fall 
into company where a gentleman, who has the 
honour to be a principal {peaker at a difputing 
fociety of the firft clafs was expected. Till this 
perfon came in, the converfation was carried on 
with the chearful ealy negligence of fenfible 


good humour: but we foon difcovered, that his difcourfe was a per- 





petual effort to betray the company into attempts to prove {felf- 
evident propofitions; a practice in which he feems to have fol- 
lowed the example of that deep philofopher, who denied motion, 
“© becaufe,” as he faid, “‘ a body muft move either where it is, or 


“‘ where it is not; and both fuppofitions are equally abfurd.” 
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Hrs attempt, however, was totally unfuccefsful ; till at laft he 
affirmed, that a man had no more power over his own actions, 
than a clock; and that the motions of the human machine were 
determined by irrefiftible propenfities, as a clock is kept going by 
a weight. This propofition was anfwered with a loud laugh; 
every one treated it as an abfurdity which it was impoffible to be- 
lieve: and to expofe him to the ridicule of the company, he was 
defired to prove what he had advanced; as a fit punifhment of 
his defign to engage others to prove the contrary, which, though 
for a different reafon, was yet equally ridiculous. After a long 
harangue, in which he retailed all the fophiftry that he remem- 
bered, and much more than he underftood, he had the mortification 
to find, that he had made no profelyte, nor was yet become of 


fufficient confequence to provoke an antagonift. 


I fate filent ; and as I was indulging my fpeculations on the 
{cene which chance had exhibited before me, I recollected feveral 
incidents which convinced me, that moft of the perfons who were 
prefent had lately profeffed the opinion which they now oppofed ; 
and acted upon that very principle which they derided as abfurd, 


and appeared to deteft as impious. 


THE company confifted of Mr. TRarric a wealthy merchant ; 
Mr. CourTLy, a commiffioner of a public office; Mr. Gay, 
a gentleman in whofe converfation there is a higher ftrain of 
pleafantry and humour, than in any other perfon of my ac- 
quaintance; and MyrriLiva the wife of our friend at whofe 
houfe we were aflembled to dine, and who during this interval was 


engaged by fome unexpected bufinefs in another room. 


‘THOSE 
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Tuose incidents which I then recollected, I will now relate ; 
nor can any of the perfons whom I have thus ventured to name, be 
juftly offended ; becaufe that, which is declared not to be the effect 
of choice, cannot be confidered as the object of cenfure. 

Witrnu Mr. Trarric I] had contracted an intimacy in our 
younger days, which, notwithftanding the difparity of our fortune, 
has continued till now. We had both been long acquainted with 
a gentleman, who tho’ his extenfive trade had contributed to enrich 
his country, was himfelf by fudden and inevitable lofles become 
poor: his credit, however, was ftill good; and by the rifque of a 
certain fum, it was ftill poflible to retrieve his fortune. With this 
gentleman we had {pent many a focial hour; we had habitually 
drank his health when he was abfent, and always exprefled our 
fentiments of his merit in the higheft terms. In this exigency, 
therefore, he applied to me, and communicated the fecret of his 
diftrefs; afecret, which is always concealed by a generous mind till 
it is extorted by torture that can no longer be borne : he knew my 
circumftances too well, to expect the furs that he wanted from my 
purfe; but he requefted that I would, to fave him from the pain 
and confufion of fuch a converfation, communicate his requeft, and 
a true ftate of his affairs to Mr. TRarric: “ for” fays he, 
“« though I could raife double the fum upon my own perfonal 
“ fecurity ; yet I would no more borrow of a man without 


<¢ acquainting him at what rifque he lends, than I would folicit the 


A 


‘ infurance of a fhip at a common premium, when I knew by 


‘ private intelligence that fhe could fwim no longer than every 


Lal 


“* pump was at work.” 


1 undertook this bufinefs with the utmoft confidence of fuccefs. 


Mr. Trarric heard the account of our friend’s misfortunes, with 
great 
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"great appearance of concérn ; “ he warmly commended his integrity, 
and lamented the precarious fituation of a trader, whom oecon omy 
and diligence cannot fecure from calamities, which are brought 
upon others only by profufion and riot: but as to the money, le 
faid, that I could not expect him to venture it, without fecurity ; 
that my friend himfelf could not wonder that his requeft was re- 
fufed, a requeft with which indeed, faid he, I cannot pofibly comps 
Whatever may be thought of. the free agency of myfelf and my 
friend, which Mr. Trarric had made no {cruple to deny in 
a very interefting particular ; I believe ev ery one will readily admit 
that Mr. Trarric was neither free in {peculation nor fac: for he 
can be little better than a machine a€tuated by avarice, who had not 
power to {pare one. thoufand pounds from two. hundred times the 
fum, to prevent the immediate ruin of a man, in whofe behalf he 
had been fo often liberal of praife, with whom his focial enjoyments 
had been fo long connected, and for whofe misfortunes he was 


{enfibly touched. 


Soon after this difappointment, my unhappy friend became a 
bankrupt, and applied to me once more to folicit Me. CourTty for 
a place in his office. By Mr. Courriy I was received with great 
friendthip, 3 he was much affected with the diftreffes of my friend 
he generoufly gave me a Bank note, which he requefted me to 

app! 
hisdelicacy ; and promifed that the firft vacanc y he fhould be provided 
: but when the vacancy happened, of which I had the earlieft 


Re oe he told me with evident compunction and diftrefs, 


pt 


y to his immediate relief in fuch a manner as would leaft wound 


that he could not poffibly fulfil his promife, for that a very great man 
had recommended one of his domettics, whofe folicitation-for that 
reafon it was not in his power to refule. This gentleman, therefore, 
had alfo profefled himfelf a machine ; and, indeed, he appears to have 


ad 


been no lefs the inftrument of ambition, than Mr, TRaFFic of avarice. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Gay, the wit, befides that he has very much the air of a 
free agent, is a man of deep penetration, great delicacy, and ftrong 
compafiion: but in direét oppofition to all thefe great and good 
qualities, he is continually entangled in difficulties, and precipitated 
not only into indecency and unkindnefs, but impiety, by his love 
of ridicule. I remembered, that I had lately expoftulated with 
him about this ftrange perverfion of his abilities in thefe terms; 
«¢ Dear Charles, it amazes me that you fhould rather affect the 
*¢ character of a merry fellow, than a wife man; that you fhould 
“¢ mortify a friend, whom you not only love but efteem; wantonly 
«« mangte a character which you reverence, betray a fecret, violate 
“< truth, and fport with the doctrines and the practice of a religion 
«¢ which you believe, merely for the pleafure of being laughed at.” 
I remember too, that when he had heard me out, he fhrugged up 
his fhoulders, and greatly extending the longitudinal dimenfions of 
his countenance, “‘ All this,” faid he, “‘ is very true; but if I was 
“« to be hanged I could not help ut.” Here was another declaration in 
favour of fatality. Poor Gay profefles himfelf a flave rather to 
vanity than to vice, and patiently fubmits to the moft ridiculous 


drudgery without one f{truggle for freedom. 


Or the lady I am unwilling to fpeak with equal plainnefs; but 
Thope Myrriiza will allow me to plead an zrrefi/fible impulfe, 
when fhe reflects, that I have heard her lament that the is herfelf 
urged by an zrrejifizble impulfe to PLAY. I remembered, that I had, 
at the requeft of my friend, taken an opportunity when we were 
alone, indirectly to reprefent the pernicious confeguences of in- 
dulging fo prepofterous an inclination. She perceived my defign; 
and. immediately accufed herfelf with an honeft fenfibility that 
burft into tears: but at the fame time told me, that the was xo 
more able to refrain from cards than to fy: and a few nights after- 
wards I obferved her chairmen waiting at the door of a great lady, 


who 
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who feldom fees company but en a Sunday, and then has always 


the happinefs of engaging a brilliant affembly at cards. 


Arrer I had recollected thefe incidents, [looked with lefs con- 
tempt upon our Neceffitarian; and, to confefs a truth, with lefs 
efteem upon his prefent opponents. I took for granted, that this 
gentleman’s opinion proceeded from a confcioufnefs, that he was 

himfelf the flave of fome or all of thefe vices and follies; and that 
he was pr sae by fomething like benevolence, to communicate 
to others a difcovery, by which alone he had been able to quiet his 
own mind, and to regard himfelf rather as an obje&t of pity than 
contempt. And indeed no man, without great incongruity, can 
affirm that he has powers which he does not exert, when to exert 
them 1s evidently his higheft intereft; nor fhould he be permitted 
to arrogate the dignity of a free agent, who has once profefied him- 


felf to be the mere inftrument of neceffity. 


WuiIte I was making thefe reflections, the hufband of 
MyRTILLA came in; and to atone for any difhonour, which 
cuftom or prejudice may fuppofe.to be refleded upon him by the 
unhappy fatality of his wife, I fhall refer to him as an inconteftible 
proof, that though there are fome who have fold themfelves to do 
evil, and become the bondmen of iniquity, yet there are others 
who preferve the birthright of beings that are placed but a little 
lower than the Angels; and who may without reproach deny the 
doctrine of neceffity, by which they are degraded to an equality 
with brutes that perifh. I acknowledge, indeed, that my friend 
has motives from which he a¢ts ; but his motives receive their force 
from reafon illuminated by Revelation, and confcience invigorated 
by hope. I acknowledge too, that he is under fubjection to a 
matter; but let it be remembered, that it is to Him only whofe 


Service is perfect fredom. 
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ay HE adulteration of the copper-coin, as it is 
“4 





highly pernicious to trade in general, fo it more 
immediately affects the intinerant branches of it. 


K 


Among thefe, at prefent, are to be found the 
only circulators of bafe metal; and, perhaps, 


a 


» 


the only dealers, who are obliged to take in 


payment fuch counterfeits, as will find a cur- 

Wad 44 Te ae i ee 

rency no where elfe: and yet they are not allowed to raife the 
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price of their commoattics, though they are abridged of fo conti- 


derable a portion of their profits. 


A Tvburn-execution, a duel, a moft terrible fire, or a horrid 
barbarous bloody cruel and inhuman murder, was wont to bring in 
Uu valt 
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vaft revenues to the lower clafs of pamphleteers, who get their live- 
lihood by vending thefe diurnal records publicly in the ftreets: but 
fince half-pence have been valued at no more than five-pence the 
pound weight, thefe occafional peices will hardly anfwer the ex- 
ences of printing and paper; and the fervant-maid, who ufed to 
indulge her tafte for polite literature, by purchafing fifty new. play- 
boufe-fongs, or a whole poetical fheet of the Yorkhire garland or 
Gloucefterfhire tragedy, for a half-penny; can now {carcely procure 
more than one fingle flip of I Jove Sue, or the Lovier's complaint. 

















Ir is alfo obfervable, that the park no longer echoes with the 
fhrill cry of ‘ ‘Toothpicks! Take you fix, your honour, for a half- 
‘¢ penny,” as it did when half-pence were half-pence worth. The 
‘vender contents herfelf with filently prefenting her little portable- 
‘thop; and guards againft the rapacity ef the buyer, by exhibiting 
a very {mall parcel of her wares. 











Bur the greateft fufferers are undoubtedly the numerous frater- 
nity of beggers; for, as things are circumftanced, it would be 
almoft as profitable to work as to beg, were it not that many more 
are now induced to deal out their charity in what is of no other 
ufe to themfelves, in the hope of receiving feven fold in return. 
Indeed, fince the ufual donation hasbeen fo much leffened in its 
value, the beggers have been obferved to be more vociferous and 
importunate. One of thefe orators, who takes his ftand at Spring- 
gardens, now enforces his piteous complaint, with “ Geod Chri- 
** ftians, one good half-penny to the ftone-blind ;” and another, whe 
tells you he has loft the ufe of his precious limbs, addreffes your 
compaflion by fhewing a dad half-penny, and declaring that he is 
ready to perifh with hunger, having tried it in vain at twenty-three 
places to buy a bit of bread. Farthings, we are told, were formerly 
called in by the beggers as they threatned the ruin of their com- 
munity. I fhould not wonder, therefore, if this public {pirited 
people were alfo to put a ftop to the circulation of bad half- 

[| pence, by melting them down from time to time as they come 
into their hands. The experiment is worth making ; and I am 
affured, that for fome end or other orders will be iffued out from 


the 
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the king of the beggers, to bring all their adulterated copper to 
their mint in the Borough, or their foundery in Moorfields, 


{ was led to the confideration of this fubjec& by fome half-pence 
I had juft received in change; among which one in particular at- 
tracted my regard, that feemed once to have borne the profile of 
King William, now fearcely vifible, as it was very much battered, 
and befides other marks ef ill ufage had a hele thro’ the middle. 
As it happened to be the evening of a day of fome fatigue, my 
reflexions did not much interrupt my propenfity to fleep, and 
I infenfibly fell into a kind of half-flumber; when to imagi- 
nation the half-penny, which then lay before me upon the table, 
erected itfelf upon its rim, and from the royal lips ftamped on 
ats furface articulately uttered the following narration. 


‘* Sir! I fhall not pretend to conceal from you the illegitimacy 
“* of my birth, or the bafenefs of my extraction: and tho’I feem 
“< to bear the venerable marks of old age, I received my being at 
“« Birmingham not fix months ago. From thence I was tranf- 
*‘ ported, with many of my brethren of different dates, characters, 
*“< and configurations, toa Jew-pedlar in Dukes-place, whv paid 
“ for us in {pecie fcarce a fifth part ef our nominal and extrinfic 
“* value. We were foon after feparately difpofed of, at a more 
“* moderate profit, to coffee-houfes, chop-houfes, chandler-{hops 
“* and gin-{hops. 


“ Thad not been Jong in the world, before an ingenious tran{- 
“© muter of metals laid violent hands on me; and obferving my 
** thin fhape and flat furface, by the help ofa little quickfilver 
“« exalted me into a fhilling. Ufe, however, foon degraded me 
“© again to my native low ftation; and I unfortunately fell into 
“« the pofleflion of an urchin juft breeched, who received me 
as a Chriftmas-box of his god-mother. 


a 
Pal 


«© A love of money is ridiculoufly inftilled into children fo early, 
that before they can poffibly. comprehend the ufe of it, they 
confider it as of great value: I loft, therefore, the very-eflence of 

*“* my 
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“‘ my, being in the .cuftody.of this hopeful difciple of avarice and 











“< folly ; and was kept only to be looked at and. admired: but a 
bigger boy after a while {natched me from him, and teleafed 


me rtd my.confinement. 








‘-T now underwent various hardfhips among his play-fellows, 
d was kicked about, huftled, toffed up, and chucked into. 
which very mach battered and impaired me: but I 
‘< fuffered moft by the pegging of tops, the marks of which I have 
<< borne about me to. this ea I was in this ftate the unwitting 
‘* caufe of rapacity, firife, envy, rancour, malice and, revenge, 
‘‘ among the little apes of mankind ; and became the object and 
“ the nurfe of thofe paftions which difgrace human nature, while 
‘© I appeared only to engage children: in innocent paftimes. At 


/ 


‘“‘ length I was difmiffed from their fervice, by a throw wtih a 





“ barrow-woman for.an orange. 


“From her it is natural to conclude, I pofted to the gin- 
“* fhop; where, indeed, it is probable I fhould have immediately 
“* gone, if her hufband, a foot-foldier, had not wrefted me from 
“‘ her, at the expence of .a bloody nofe, black eye, {cratched-face, 
‘** and torn regimentals.. By, him I was carried to the Mall-.in 
‘© St. James’s Park; where—I am.afhamed to tell how I parted 
‘ from him—Let it fuffice, that I was foon after fafely depofited 
‘“* in a night-celiar. 


““ From hence I got into the coat-pocket .of:a Buoop; and 
‘* remained there with feveral of my brethren for fome days un- 
‘“‘ noticed. -But one evening, as he was recling home from the 
‘* tavern, he jirked:a whole handful of us thro’ a fath-window into 
“* the dining-room of a tradefman, who. he remembered had been 
‘« fo unmannerly to him the day before, as to defire payment of 
* his bill. We repofed in foft eafe on a fine Turkey carpet till 
‘© the next morning, when the maid {wept us up; and fome of us 
“were allotted:to purchafe tea, fome to buy fnuff, .and I my/felf 
““ was immediately trucked away at the door for the Sweetheart’s 
“Delight. 

€¢ Ir 
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«< Ir is not my defign to enumerate every little accident that 

has befallen me, or to dwell upon trivial and: indifferent cir- 
“< cumftances, as is the practice of thofe important egotifts, who 
“<< write narratives, memoirs, and travels. As ufelefs to the com- 
“< munity as my fingle felf may appear to be, I have been the‘in+ 
« ftrument of much good and evil in the intercourfe of man- 
“¢ kind: I have contributed no {mall fum to the revenues of the 
“crown, by my fhare in. each news paper; and in‘ the con- 
«< fumption of tobacco, fpirituous liquors, and other taxable com- 
“< modities. If I have encouraged debauchery, or fupported ex- 


“* travagance ; I have alfo rewarded the labours of induftry, and 
<< relieved the neceflities of indigence. The poor acknowledge 


“me as their conftant friend; andthe rich, tho’ they affect to 

flight me and treat me with contempt, are often reduced by 
“¢ their follies to diftreffes- which it is even in my power to 
“relieve, 


‘ Tue prefent exact fcrutiny into our conftitution has, indeed, 
“« very much obftructed and embarrafied my travels ; tho’ I could 
“© not but rejoice in my condition laft Tuefday, as I was de- 

‘ barred having any fhare in maiming ne lifing and deftroying the 
<< innocent victims of vulgar barbarity: I was Brats in being con- 

fined to the mock-encounters with Caer and ftuffed leather ; 
“a childith fport, rightly calculated to initiate tender minds in 
“ arts of cruelty, Bad prepare them for the exercife of inhumanity 
“on helplefs animals! 


«J fhall conclude, Sir, with informing you by what means 

«< IT came to you in the condition you fee. A Cuoicr Spirit, a 
«© member of the K7//-Care Club, broke a link-boy’s pate with me 
‘© laft night, as a reward for lighting him acrofs the kennel. The 
“¢ Jad wafted half his tar-flambeau in looking for me; but I 
‘© efcaped his fearch, being lodged f{nugly againft a poft. This 
‘© morning a parifh girl picked me up, and carried me with raptures 
“© to the next baker’s fhop to purchafe a roll. The mafter, who 
‘© was church-warden, examined me with great attention, and 
‘‘ then gruffly threatning her with Bridewell for putting-off bad 
** money, 
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‘* money, knocked a nail thro’ my middle, and faftened me to 
« the counter: but the moment the poor hungry child was 
gone, he whipt me up again, and fending me away with others 
in ’change to the next cuftomer, gave me this opportunity of 
relating my adventures to you.” . 


€¢ 


Wuen Iawaked, I found myfelf fo much invigorated by my 
nap, that I immediately wrote down the ftrange ftory which i 
had juft heard ; and as it is not totally deftitute of ufe and-enter+ 
tainment, I have fent it to you, that by means of your paper it 
may be communicated to the public. 


I am, SIR, 
A Your humble Servant, 


Tim. TURNPENNY. 
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Arcanum neque tu fcrutaberts ulhus unquam; 
Commiffumque teges, et vino tortus, et ard. 


Hor. 


OWE the following paper to an unknown 
, correfpondent, who fent it to Mr. Payne a few 
days ago, direGted to the ADVENTURER. As 
I have no objection to the general principtes 


upon which it is written, I have taken the firft 





opportunity to communicate it to the Public: 
the fubject is unqueftionably of great importance; and as I think 
it is far from being exhaufted, it may poflibly produce another 


lucubration, 


xX Amongtt 
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MONGST all the beauties and excellencies of the ancient 
writers, of which I profefs myfelf an admirer, there are 

none which ftrike me with more veneration, than the precepts 
they have delivered to us for our conduét in fociety. The fables 
ofthe poets, and the narrations of the hiftorians, amaze and 
delight us with their refpective qualifications : but we feel ourfelves 
particularly concerned, when a moral virtue, or a focial obligation 
is fet before us, the practice of which is our indifpenfable duty: 
and, perhaps, we are more ready to obferve thefe inftructions, or 
at leaft acquiefce fooner in the propriety of them, as the authority 
of the teacher is unqueftionable, the addrefs not particularly con- 


fined or levelled, and the cenfure confequently lefs dogmatical. 


Or all the virtues which the ancients pofleffed, the zeal and fidelity 
of their friendfhips appear to me, as the higheft diftinctions of their 
characters. Private perfons, and particular affinities amoneft them, 
have been long celebrated and admired: and if we examine their 
conduc as companions, we fhall find, that the rites of their religion 
were not more facred, more ftrongly ratified, or more feverely pre- 


es 


ferved, than their laws of fociety. 


Tue table of friendfhip, and the altar of facrifice, were equally 
incontaminated: the. myfteries of Bacchus were enveloped with as 
many leaves, as. thofe. of Ceres ;, andthe profanation of either deity, ° 
excluded the’ offenders: from the-affemblies of men: the revedler: 
was judged accurfed, and impiety was thought to accdmpany his’ 


{teps. 


WITHOUT 
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WituouT inveighing againft the practice of the prefent times, 
or comparing it with that of the paft, I fhall only remark, that if 
we cannot meet together upon the honeft principles of focial 
beings, there is reafon to fear, that we are placed in the moft unfor- 
tunate and lamentable A®ra fince the creation of mankind. It 
is not the increafe of vices infeparable from humanity, that 
alarms us; the riots of the licentious, or the outrages of the 
profligate; but it is the abfence of that integrity, the neglect of 
that virtue, the contempt of that honour, which by connecting. 
individuals formed fociety, and without which fociety can no 


longer fubfitt. 


Few men are calculated for that clofe connection, which we 
diftinguith by the appellation of friendfhip ; and we well know the 
difference between a friend and an acquaintance: the acquaintance 
is in a poft of progreffion; and after having pafled through a courfe 
of proper experience, and given fufficient evidence of his merit, 
takes a new title, and ranks himfelf higher. He muft now be con- 
fidered as in a place of confequence; in which all the ornaments 
of our nature are neceffary to fupport him. But the great requifites, 
thofe without which all others are ufelefs, are fidelity and cite 
nity. He muft not only be fuperior to loquacious imbecility, he 
muft be well able to reprefs the attacks of curiofity ; and to refift 
thofe powerful engines that will be employed againft him, wine 
and refentment. Such are the powers that he muft conftantly 
exert, after a truft is repofed in him: and that he may not 


overload himfelf, let him not add to his charge, by his own 


cn- 
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oe Ree 
enquiries; let it be a devolved not an accquired commiffion, 


Thus accoutred, 


—— Sub iifdem 
Sit trabibus, fragilemgque mecum 


Solvat Phafelon. 


THERE are as few inftigations in this country to a breach of con- 
fidence, as fincerity can rejoice under. The betrayer is for ever 
fhut out from the ways of men, and his difcoveries are deemed 
the effects of malice. We wifely imagine, he muft be a@uated 
by other motives than the promulgation of truth; and we receive 
his evidence, however we may ufe it, with contempt. Political 
exigencies may require a ready reception of {uch private advices : 
but tho’ the neceffities of government admit the intelligence, the 
wifdom of it but barely encourages the intelligencer. ‘Ihere is 
no name fo odious to us, as that of an Informer. The very alarm 
in our ftreets at the approach of one, is a fufficient proof of the 


general abhorrence of this charaéter. 


Since thefe are the confequential conditions upon which 
men acquire this denomination, it may be afked what are the in- 
ducements to the treachery. I do not {uppofe it always proceeds 
from the badnefs of the mind; and indeed I think it is impoflible 
that it fhould: weaknefs difcovers, what malignity propagates ; 
till at laft, confirmation is required, with all the folemnity of 
proof, from the firft author of the report; who only defigned to 
gratify his own loquacity, or the importunity of his companion. 


An 
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An idle vanity inclines us to enumerate our parties of mirth and 
friendfhip ; and we believe our importance is increafed, by a re- 
capitulation of the difcourfe, of which we were fuch diftinguifhed 
fharers: and to fhow that we were efteemed. fit to be entrufted 


with affairs of great concern and privacy, we notably give in our 


detail of them, 


THERE is, befides, a very general inclination amongft us to 
hear a fecret, to whomfoever it relates, known or unknown to us, 
of whatever import, ferious or trifling, fo it be but a fecret: the 
delight of telling it, and of hearing it, are nearly proportionate 
and equal. The poffeffor of the valuable treafure, appears indeed 
rather to have the advantage; and he feems to claim his fupe- 
riority. I have difcovered at once in alarge company, by an air 
and deportment that is aflumed upon fuch occafions, who it is that 
is confcious of this happy charge: he appears reftlefs and full of 
‘doubt for a confiderable time; has frequent confultations with 
himfelf, like a bee undetermined where to fettle in a variety of 
{weets; “till at laft, one happy ear attracts him more forcibly than 
the reft, and there he fixes, fealing and giving odours. 

Iw a little time it becomes a matter of great amazement, that 
‘the whole town is as well acquainted with the ftory, as the two 
who were fo bufily engaged: and the confternation is greater, as 
each reporter is confident, that he only communicated it to one 
perfon. <‘* A report,” fays Strada,” “ thus tran{mitted from one 
“© to one, is like a drop of water at the top of a houfe; it de- 
< fcends but from tile to tile, yet at laft makes its way to the 


** euttur, 
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And if I 


may add to the comparifon, the drop of water, after its progrefs 
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uttur, and then is involved in the general ftream. 


ct 
o 


through all the channels of the ‘ftreets, is net more contaminated 











with filth and dirt, than a fimple ftory, after it has pafled through 


the mouths of afew modern tale-bearers. 
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TUESDAY, 4pril io, 1753. 





Nulla fides regni focits, omnifque poteftas 
Impatiens confortts erit. Lucan. 


ER MAGS 'T is well known, that many things appear 
plaufible in fpeculation, which can never be 
reduced to practice; and that of the number- 
lefs projects that have flattered mankind with 


theoretical {pecioufnefs, few have ferved any 





other purpofes than to fhew the ingenuity of 
their contrivers. A.voyage to the moon, however romantic and 
abfurd the fcheme may now appear, fince the properties of air 
have been better underftood, feemed highly probable to many of 
the afpiring wits in the laft century, who began to doat upon their 
glofly plumes, and fluttered with impatience for the hour of their 


departure. 
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Pereant veftigia mille 
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= Mee ‘ fret es Ae ph Sabi ant maa 
Ante fugam, abjente mque ferit gravis Me in canipumi. 


Amonc the fallacies which only experience can detect, there are 
fome of which {carcely experience itfelf can deftroy the influence; 
fome which, by a captivating fhew of indubitable certainty, are 
perpetually gaining upon the human mind ; and which, though 


every trial ends ind ifappointment, obtain new credit as the fenfe of 





1% 
mifcarriage wears gradua ally away, perfuade us to try again what 


we have tried already, and expofe us by the fame failure to double 





vexation. 


Or this tempting this delufive kind, is the expectation of oreat 





performances by confederated ftrength. The fpeculatift, when he 
has carefully obferved how much may be performed by a fingle 
hand, calculates by a very eafy operation the force of thoufands, 
‘and goes on accumulating power till refiftance vanifhes before it; 
then rejoices in the fuccefs of his new fcheme, and wenders at the 
folly or idlenefs of former’ages, who have lived in want of what 


might fo readily be procured, and fuffered themfelves to be debarred 
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from happinefs by obftacles which one united effort would have 


{fo eafily furmounted. 


Bur this gigantic phantom of collective power vanifhes at once 
into air and emptinefs, at the firft attempt to put it into action. 
The different apprehenfions, the difcordant paffions, the jarring 


interefts of men, will {carcely permit that many fhould unite in 
one undertaking, 


Or a great and complicated defign, fome will never be brought 


to difcern the end; and of the feveral means by which it may be 


accom- 
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accomplifhed, the choice will be a perpetual geo of debate, as 
every man is {wayed in his determination by his own knowledge 
or convenience. In a long feries of action fome will languith with 
faticue, and fome be drawn off by prefent gratifications ; fome will 
loiter becaufe others labour, and fome will ceafe to labour becaufe 
others loiter; and if once they come within profpect of fuccefs anc 
profit, fome will be greedy and others envious; fome will under- 
ake more than they can perform, to enlarge shi ir Claims of advan-~ 
tal tl j perform, 
tage; fome will perform lefs than they alae, left their labours 


fhould turn chiefly to the benefit of others. 


Tue hiftory of mankind informs us, that a fingle power is very 
feldom broken by a confederacy. States of different interefts, and 
afpects malevolent to each other, may be united for a time by com- 
mon diftrefs; and in the ardour of felf-prefervation fall unani- 
moufly upon an enemy by whom they are all equally endangered. 
But if their firft attack can be withftood, time will never fail to 
diffolve their union: fuccefs and mifcarriage will be equally de- 
ftructive: after the conqueft of a province, they will quarrel in 
the divifion ; after the lofs of a battle, all will be endeavouring to 


fecure themfelves by abandoning the reit. 


From the impoffibility of confining numbers to the conftant 
and uniform profecution of a common intereft, arifes the difficulty 
of fecuring fubje€ts againft the incroachment of governors. Power 
is always gradually ftealing away from the many to the few, be- 
caufe the few are more vigilant and confiftent; it ftill con- 


traéts to a fmaller number, till in time it centers in a fingle 


perfon. 


4 


Tuus all the forms of government inftituted among mankind, 


perpetually tend towards monarchy ; and power, however diffufed 
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through the whole community, is by negligence or corruption, 


commotion or diftrefs, repofed at laft in the chief magiftrate. 


THERE never appear, fays SwirtT, more than five or fix men 
of genius in an age; but if they were united, the world could not 
fiand before them. It is happy, therefore, for mankind, that of 
this union there is no probability. As men take in a wider com- 
pafs of intellectual furvey, they are more likely to chufe different 
objects of purfuit; as they fee more ways to the fame end, they 
will be lefs eafily perfuaded to travel together ; as each is better 
qualified to form an independent {cheme of private greatnefs, he 
will reject with greater obftinacy the project of another; as each is 
more able to diftinguifh him({elf as the head of a party, he will 


lefs readily be made a follower or an affociate. 


Tue reigning philofophy informs us, that the vaft bodies which 
conftitute the univerfe, are regulated in their progrefs through 
the etherial {paces, by the perpetual agency of contrary forces ; by 
one of which they are reftrained from deferting their orbits, and 
lofing themf{elves in the immenfity of heaven ; and held off by the 
other from rufhing together, and cluftering round their centre 


with everlafting cohefion. 


Tue fame contrariety of impulfe may be perhaps difcovered in 
the motions of men: we are formed for fociety, not for combi- 
nation; we are equally unqualified to live in a clofe connection 
with our fellow beings, and in total {eparation from them: we 
are attracted towards each other by general fympathy, but kept 
back from contact by private interefts. 


SoME 
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SoME philofophers have been foolifh enough to imagine, that 
improvements might be made in the fyftem of the univerfe, by a 
different arrangement of the orbs of heaven; and politicians, 
equally ignorant and equally prefumptuous, may eafily be led to 
fuppofe, that the happinefs of our world would be promoted by a 
different tendency of the human’mind. It appears, indeed, to a 
flight and fuperficial obferver, that many things impracticable in 
our prefent ftate, might be eafily effected, if mankind were better 
difpofed to union and co-operation : but a little reflection will dif- 
cover, that if confederacies were eafily formed, they would lofe 
their efficacy, fince numbers would be oppofed to numbers, and 
unanimity to unanimity ; and inftead of the prefent petty compe- 
titions of individuals or fingle families, multitudes would be fup- 


planting multitudes, and thoufands plotting againft thoufands. 


THERE is no clafs of the human fpecies, of which the union 
feems to have been’ more expected, than of the learned: the reft 
of the world have almoft always agreed, to fhut {fcholars up to- 
gether in colleges and cloifters; furely not without hope, that they 
would look for that happinefs in concord, which they were de- 
barred from finding in variety; and that fuch conjunctions of in- 
tellect would recompenfe the munificence of founders and patrons, 


by performances above the reach of any fingle mind. 


But Difcord, who found means to roll her apple into the ban- 
quetting chamber of the Goddeffes, has had the addrefs to fcatter 
her laurels in the feminaries of learning. The friendfhip of ftudents 
and of beauties 1s for the moft part equally fincere, and equally 
durable: as both depend for happinefs on the regard of others, on 
that of which the value arifes merely from comparifon, they are 

both 
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both expofed to perpetual jealoufies, and both inceffantly employed 


in {chemes to intercept the praifes of each other. 


Lam, however, far from intending to inculcate, that this con- 
Gnement of the ftudious to ftudious companions has been wholly 
without advantage to the public: neighbourhood, where it does not 
conciliate friendfhip, incites competition ; and he that would con- 
tentedly reft in a lower degree of excellence, where he had no 
rival to dread, will be urged by his impatience of inferiority to in- 


ceffant endeavours after great attainments. 


Turse ftimulations of honeft rivalry, are, perhaps, the.‘ chief 
effects of academies and focieties ; for whatever be the bulk of their 
joint labours, every fingle piece is always the production of an indi- 
vidual, that owes nothing to his collegues but the contagion of dili- 


o, and the 


gence, a refolution to write becaufe the reft are writing, 


{corn of obfcurity while the reft are illuftrious. 
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‘Micd parhuovee Lupmornv. ‘Prov. ‘Gr. 







GO SZ BLY 
SNe Fe a T has been. remarked, that men are generally 
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kind in proportion as they are happy ; and it 





is faid even of the devil, that he is good hu- 
moured when he is pleafed. Every act there- 
fore, by which another is injured, from what- 
eyer motive, contracts more guilt and exprefies greater malignity, 
if it is committed in thofe feafons, which are fet apart to pleafantry 
and good humour, and brightened with enjoyments peculiar to ra- 


‘tional and focial beings. 


DeTRACTION is among thofe vices, which the moft languid 
virtue has fufficient force to prevent; becaufe, by detraction, that 
ZZ is 
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is not gained which is taken away: ‘ he who filches from. me my 
“« good name,” fays Shakefpear, ‘ enriches not himfelf, but makes 
‘© me poor indeed:” as nothing, therefore, degrades human nature 
more than detraétion, nothing more difgraces converfation. The’ 
detra@tor, as he is the loweft moral character, reflects greater dif- 
honour upon his company, than the hangman; and he, whofe 
lifpofition is a {candal to his fpecies, fhould be more diligently a- 


voided, than he who is fcandalous only by his office. 


Bur for this practice, however vile, fome have dared to apologize, 
by contending that the report by which they injured an abfent cha- 
racter, was true: this, however, amounts to no more, than that 
they have not complicated malice with falfhood, and that there 
is fome difference between. detraction and flander. To relate 
all the ill that is-true of the beft man in the world, would 
probably render him the object of fufpicion and diftruft; and 
if this praGtice was univerfal, mutual confidence and efteem, the 
comforts of fociety, and the endearments of friendthip, would 


be at an end. 


Tuere is fomething unfpeakably more hateful in thofe fpecies 
of villainy by which the law is evaded, than in thofe by which it 
is violated and defied. Courage has fometimes preferved rapacity 
from abhorrence, as beauty has been thought to apoligize for pro- 
ftitution ; but the injuftice of cowardice is univerfally abhorred, 
and like the lewdnefs of deformity has no advocate. Thus hateful 
are the wretches who detract with caution; and while ‘they perpe- 
trate the wrong, are folicitous to avoid the reproach: they do not 
fay that Chloé forfeited her honour to Lyfander, but they fay that 
fuch a report has been f{pread they know not how true. Thofe who 
propagate thefe reports, frequently invent them ; and it is no 
breach of charity to fuppofe this to be always the cafe; becaufe no 


man 
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man who fpreads detraction, would have fcrupled to produce it; 
and he who fhould diffufe poifon in a brook, would fcarce be ac- 
quitted of a malicious defign, though he fhould allege that he re- 


-ceived it of another who is doing the fame elfewhere. 


WHATEVER is incompatible with the higheft dignity of our na- 
‘ture, fhould indeed be excluded from our converfation: as com- 
panions, not only that which we owe to ourfelves but to others, is . 
required of us; and they who can indulge any vice in the prefence 


-of each other, are become obdurate in guilt and infenfible to infamy. 


REVERENCE THY SELF, ts one of the fublime precepts of that 
amiable philofopher, whofe humanity alone was an inconteftable 
proof the dignity of his mind: Pyruacoras, in his idea of vir- 
‘tue, comprehended intelle€tual purity; and he fuppofed, that by 
him who reverenced himfelf, thofe thoughts would be fuppreffed 
by which a being capable of virtue is degraded: this divine precept 
evidently prefuppofes a reverence of others, by which men are re- 
{trained from more grofs immoralities; and with which he hopeda 


reverence of felf would alfo co-operate as an auxiliary motive. 


Tue great duke of Martzoroucu, who was perhaps the moft 
accomplifhed gentleman of his age, would never fuffer any ap- 
proaches to obfcenity in his prefence ; and it was faid by the late 
Jord Cobham, that he did not reprove it as an immorality in 
the fpeaker, but refented tas an indignity to himfelf: and it is 
evident, that to {peak evil:of the abfent, to utter lewdnefs, blaf- 
phemy, or treafon, mutt degrade not only him who {peaks, but 
thofe who hear; for furely that dignity of character which a man 
ought always to fuftain, is in danger, when he is made the confi- 
dent of treachery, detraction, impiety, or luft: for he, who in 
converfation difplays his own vices, imputes them; as he who 


boafts to another of a robbery, prefuppofes that he is a thief. 
is 
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Ir thould be a general rule, never to utter any thing in conver- 
fation which would juftly difhonour us if it fhould be ‘reported to 
the world: if this rule could be always'kept, we fhould be fecure 
in our own innocence againft the craft of kKnaves and parafites, the 
ftratagems of cunning and the vigilance of envy. 

Bur after all the bounty of nature, and all the labour of vittue, 
many imperfections will be ftill difcerned in human beings, even by 
thofe who do not fee with all the perfpicacity of human wifdom: 
and he is guilty of the moftaggravated detraction, who reports the 
weaknefs of a good mind difcevered in an unguarded hour ; fome- 
thing which is rather the effect of negligence, than defign ; rather 
a folly, than a fault; a fally of vanity, rather than.an eruption of 
malevolence. It has therefore been a maxim inviolably facred 
among good men, never to difclofe the fecrets of private conver- 
fation ; a maxim, which though it feems to.arife from the breach 
of fome other, does yet imply that general :rectitude, »which ‘is 
produced by a confcioufnefs of virtuous dignity, and-a regard to 
that reverence which is due to ourfelves and others; for to conceal 
any immoral purpofe, which to difclofe ‘is to difappoint ; any 
crime, which to hide is to countenance:; or any:chara¢ter, which to 
avoid is to be fafe; as it is incompatible with virtue, and injurious 


to fociety, can be a law only among thofe who are enemies to both.: 


Amonc fuch, indeed, ‘it is a law-~which there is fome degree-of 
obligation to fulfil; and the fecrets even of their converfation are, 
perhaps, feldom difclofed, without an aggravation of their guilt: 
it is ‘the intereft of fociety, that the veil of taciturnity:fhould be 
drawn over the myfteries of drunkennefs and leudnefs:.and to — 
hide even the machinations of envy, ambition, or-revenge, if they 


shappea 
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happen to mingle in thefe Orgies among the rites of Bacchus; feems 


to be the duty-of the initiated, though not of the prophane. 


Tr he, who has affociated with robbers, who has repofed and 
accepted a truft, and whofe guilt is a pledge of his fidelity, fhould 
etray his affociates for hire; if he is urged to fecure himfelf, by 
the anxiety of fufpicion, or the terrors-of cowardice ; or to punith 
‘others, by the importunity of refentment and-revenge; though the 
public receives benefit from his conduct, and may think it xpe- 
-dient to-reward him, yet he has only added to every other {pecies 
-of guilt, that of treachery to his friends: he has demonttrated, 
‘that he-is fo deftitute of virtue, as not to  pofflefs even thofe vices 
swhich-refemble it; and that he ought to be cut off as totally unfit 
‘for human fociety, but that, as poifonis an antidote to poifon, his 


-crimes.are.a fecurity againft the crimes of others. 


Ir is, however, true, that if fuch an offender is ftung with re- 
morfe; if he feels the force-of higher obligations, than thofe of 
an iniquitous compaét; and if urged by a defire to atone for the 
injury which he has.done to fociety, he gives in his information, 
and delivers up his affociates, with whatever reluctance, to the 
Jaws; by this facrifice he ratifies hts repentance, he becomes again 
the friend of his country, and deferves not only protection but 
efteem: for the fame action may be either virtuous or vicious, and 
may deferve either honour or infamy, as it may be performed 
upon different principles; and, indeed, no action can be morally 
claffed or eftimated, without fome knowledge of the motive by 
which it is produced. 


BuT as there is feldom any other clue to the motives of par- 
ticular actions, than the general tenor of his life by whom they 


are 























2°76 THE ADVENTURER. No. 46. 


are performed ; and as the lives of thofe who ferve their country 
by bringing its enemies to punifhment, are commonly flagitious 
in the higheft degree; the ideas of this fervice and the moft fordid 
villainy are fo’ conne¢ted, that they always recur together: if “only 
this part of a character is known, we immediately infer that the 
whole is infamous; and it is, therefore, no wonder, that the 
name by which it is exprefied, efpecially when it is ufed to deno- 
minate a profeffion, fhould be odious; or that a good man fhould 
not always have fafficient fortitude, to ftrike away the mafk of 


diffimulation, and direct the {word of juftice. 


Bur whatever may be thought of thofe, who diftharge their 
obligations to the public by treachery to their companions ; it 
cannot be pretended, that he, to whom an immoral defign is COm- 
municated by inadvertence or miftake, is under any private obli« 
gation to conceal it : the charge which devolves upon him, he 
muft inftantly renounce ; for while he hefitates, his virtue is fu 
pended: and he who communicates {uch defign to another, not 
by inadvertence or miftake, but upon prefumption of concur- 
rence, commits an outrage upon ‘his honour and defies his re- 


fentment. 


Let none, therefore, be encouraged to prophane the rites of 
‘converfation, much lefs of friendfhip, by fuppofing there is any 
law, which ought to reftrain the indignation of virtue, or deter 


wrepentance from reparation. 
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ui} fit to ftile himfelf the lord of the. creation, is 
val yet frequently the voluntary flave of prejudice 
z\j and cuftom; the moft general opinions are often 


Committunt eadem diverfo crimina fato ; 


ile crucem pretium feeleris tulit, bic diadema. 
Ir may, however, be allowed, that if in thefe inftances, reafon 


always appeared to be overborne by the importunity of appetite; if 
the future was facrificed to the prefent, and hope renounced onl 





for pofleflion; there would not be much caufe for wonder: but 
that man fhould draw abfurd conclufions, contrary to his immediate 





vices 
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intereft; that he fhould even at the rifque of life, gratify thofe 
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ps) 


vices in fome, which in others he punifhes with a gibbet or a wheel, 
is in the higheft degree aftonifhing and is fuch an inftance of the 
weakne(s of our reafon, and the fallibility of our judgment, as 
(hould incline us to accept with gratitude of that guidance which 
is from above. 


Bur if it is ftrange, that one man has been immortalized as a 
God, and another put to death as a felon, for aGtions which have 
the fame motive and the fame tendency, merely becaufe they were 
circumftantially different ; it is yet more ftrange, that this diffe- 
rence has always been fuch as increafes the abfurdity ; and thatthe 
a@ion which expofes a man to infamy and death, wants only 
greater aggravation of guilt, and more extenfive and pernicious ef- 
feéts, to render him the object of veneration and applaufe. 


Bacsuot, the robber, having loft the booty of a week among 
his affociates at hazard, loaded his piftols, mounted his horfe, and 
took the Kentith road, with a refolution not to return till he had 
recruited his purfe. Within a few. miles of London, juft as he 
heard.a village clock fttike nine, he met two gentlemen in a poft- 
chaife which he ftopped. “One of the gentlemen immediately pre- 
{ented a piftol, and at the fame time a fervant road up armed with 
a blunderbufs. ‘The robber, perceiving that he ‘fhould be vigo- 
roufly oppofed, turned of fromthe chaife and difcharged a pittol 
at the fervant, who inftantly fell dead from his horfe. The gentle- 
men had now leaped from the chaife : but the foremoft receiving a 
blow on his head with the ftock of the piftol that had been juft 
fired, reeled back a few paces: the other having fired at the mur- 
derer without fuccefs, attempted to difmount him and fucceeded ; 
but while they were grappling with each other, the villain drew, a 
knife, and ftabbed his antagonift to the heart. ~ He then, with the 
calm intrepidity of a hero who is familiar with danger, proceeded 
to rifle the pockets of the dead and the furvivor having recovered 
from the blow, and being imperioufly commanded to deliver, was 
now obliged to comply. When the victor had thus obtained the 
pecuniary reward of his prowefs, he determined to lofe no part of 
the glory which as a conqueror was now in his power: turning, 
therefore, to the unhappy gentleman whom he had plundered, he 
condefcended to infult him with the applaufe of confcious fuperio- 

rity 5 
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rity; he told him, that he had never robbed any perfons who be- 
haved better; and as a tribute due to the merit of the dead, and 
iatoken of his efteem for the living, he generoufly threw him back 
a fhilling to prevent his being ftopped at the turnpike. 


HeE- now remounted his horfe, and fet off towards London: but 
at the turnpike, a coach that was paying the toll obftructed his 
way; and by the light of the flambeau that was behind it, he dif 
covered that his coat was much {tained with blood: this difcovery 
threw him into fuch confufion, that he attempted to ruth by; he 
was however prevented ; and his appearance giving great reafon to 
fufpect his motive, he was feized and detained, 


In the coach were two ladies, and a little boy about five years 
old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, when they heard that a 
perfon was taken who was fuppofed to have juft committed a rob- 
bery and a murder: they afked many queftions with creat eager- 
nefs; but their inquiries were little regardeded, till a gentleman 
rode up, who feeing their diftrefs, offered hisaffiftance. The elder 
of the two ladies acquainted him, that her hufband Sir Harry Free 
man was upon the road in his return from Gravefend, where he had 
been to receive an only fon upon his arrival from India, after an 
abfence of near fix years; that herfelf and her daughter in-law 
were come out to meet them, but were terrified with the appre- 
henfion that they might have been ftopped by the man who had 
~ juft been taken into cuftody. ‘Their attention was now fuddenly 
called to the other fide of the coach by the child, who cried out 
in a tranfport of Joy, “‘ there is my grand papa.” ‘This was in- 
deed the furvivor of the three who had been attacked by Bac- 
sHoT: he was mounted on his fervant’s horfe, and rode flowly by 
the fide of the chaife in which he had juft placed the body of his 
fon, whofe countenance was disfigured with blood, and whofe fea- 
tures were {till imprefled with the agonies of death. Who can 
exprefs the grief, horror, and defpair, with which a father ex- 
hibited this fpectacle to a mother and a wife, who expected a fon 
and a hufband, with all the tendernefs and ardour of conjugal and 
parental affection; who had long regretted his abfence ; who had 
anticipated the joy of his return, and were impatient to put into 
his arms a pledge of his love which he had never feen. 
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I will not attempt to defcribe that diftrefs, which tears would not 
have fuffered me to behold: let it fuffice, that fuch was its effe& 
upon thofe who were prefent, that the murderer was not with- 
out difficulty conducted alive to the prifon; and I am confident, 
that few who read this ftory, would have heard with regret that he 
swas torn to pieces by the way. 


But _ before they congratulate themfelves upon a fenfe, which al- 
ways diftinguifhes right and wrong by fpontaneous approbation and 
cenfure; let them tel! me, with what fentiments they read of a 
youthful monarch, who at the head of an army in which every 
man became a hero by his example, pafled over mountains and 
defarts, in fearch of new territories to invade, and new potentates 
to conquer ; who routed armies which could fcarce be numbered, 
and took cities which were deemed impregnable. Do. they not 
follow him in the path of flaughter with horrid complacency? and 
and when they fee him deluge the peaceful fields of induftrious — 
fimplicity with blood, and leave them defolate to the widow and 
the orphan of the poffeffor, doe they not grow frantic in his praife, 
and concur to deify the mortal who could conquer only for glory, 
and return the kingdoms that he won? 


To thefe queftions, I am confident the greater part of mankind 
muft anfwer in the affirmative ; and yet nothing can be more ab- 
furd than their different apprehenfions of the Hrro and the Turer. 


Tue conduct of Bacsyot and ALexanper had in general the 
{ame motives, and the fame tendency; they both fought a private 
gratification at the expence of others; and every circumftance in 
which they differ, is greatly in favour of BAGsHoT. 


Bacsuot, when he had loft his laft fhilling, had loft the power 
-of gratifying every appetite whether criminal or innocent; and 
the recovery of this power, was the object of his expedition. 


ALEXANDER, when he fet out to conquer the world, poffeffed 
all that BacsuHor hoped to acquire, and more; all his appetites. 
and paffions were gratified, as far as the gratification of them was 
poffible; and as the force of temptation is always {uppofed pro- 

por- 
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portionably to extenuate guilt, ALExANDER’s guilt was evidently 
greater than Bacsuot’s, becaufe tt cannot be pretended that his 
temptation was equal. 


But though ALEXANDER could not equally increafe the means 
of his own happinefs, yet he produced much more dreadful and 
extenfive evil to fociety in the attempt. Bacsuor killed two men; 
and I have related the murder and its confequences, with fuch par- 
ticulars as ufually rouze that fenfibility, which often lies torpid du- 
ring narratives of general calamity. ALEXANDER, perhaps, de- 
ftroyed a million; and whoever reflects, that each individual of 
this number had fome tender attachments which were broken by 
his death ; fome parent or wife, with whom he mingled tears in 
the parting embrace, and who longed with fond folicitude for his 
return; or, perhaps, fome infant whom his labour was to feed, 
and his vigilance protect; will fee, that ALEXANDER was more 
the peft of fociety than Bacsnot, and more deferved a gibbet in 
the proportion of a million to one. 


Ir may, perhaps, be thought abfurd to inquire into the virtues 
of Bacsuot’s character ; and yet virtue has never been thought 
incompatible with that of ALEXANDER. ALEXANDER, we are 
told, gave proof of his greatnefs of mind, by his contempt of 
danger; but as BAGsHot’s danger was equally voluntary and im- 
minent, there ought to be no doubt but that his mind was equally 
great. ALEXANDER, indeed, gave back the kingdoms that he 
won; but after the conqueft of a kingdom, what remained for 
ALEXANDER to give? ‘Toaprince, whofe country he had invaded 
with unprovoked hoftility, and from whom he had violently 
wrefted the bleflings of peace, he gave a dominion over the wi- 
dows and orphans of thofe he had flain ; the tinfel of dependent 
ereatnefs, and the badge of royal fubjection. And does not Bac- 
sHoT deferve equal honour, for throwing back a fhilling to the man, 
whofe perfon he had infulted, and whofe fon he had ftabbed to the 
heart? ALEXANDER did not ravifh or maflacre the women whom 
he found in the tent of Darius; neither did honeft Bacsuor kill 
the gentleman whom he had plundered, when he was no longer 


able to refit. 
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Ir Bacsuov, ‘then, is juftly dragged to prifon, amidft the tac 
of rage, menaces, and execrations; let ALEXANDER, whom 
e lords of reafon have extolled for ages, be no longer thought 


worthy of .a triumph. 


As the acquifition of honour is frequently a motive to'the be 
of life, it is of ‘gteat importance to confer it-only upon virtue; and 
as Hh our is conferted by the public voice, it is of equal moment 
ip thofe vices of their difguife which have been miftaken for 
virtue. “Lhe wretches who compofe the army of a tyrant, areaflo- 
cla rea by folly in the fervicé of rapine and murder: and that men 
fhould imagine théy were eeeoii honour by the maflacre of each 
other, merely to flatter ambition with .a new title, is, perhaps, as 
infcrutable a myftery as any that has perplexed reafon, and as grofs 
an abfurdity as any that has difgraced it. It is not, indeed, fo 
much to punith vice, as to prevent mifery, that I with to fee it al- 
ways branded with infamy; for even the fuccefleés of vice termi- 
nate in the anguifh of difappointment. To ALEXANDER, the 
fruit of all his conquefts was tears; and whoever goes about to 
gratify intemperate wifhes, will labour to as little purpofe, as he 
who fhould attempt to fill a fieve with water. 


I was accidentally led to'purfue my fubje& in this train, by the 
fight of an hiftorical chart, in which the rife, the progrefs, the de= 
clenfion, and duration of empire, aré reprefented by the arrangement 
of different colours; and in which, not only-extent, but duration 
is rendered a fenfible object. ‘The Grecian empire, which is di-+ 
{tinguifhed by a deep red, is a long but a narrow line; becaufe, 
though ALEXANDER marked the world with his colour from Mace- 
donia to Egypt, yet the colours peculiar to the hereditary potentates 
whom he difpoffeffed, again took place upon his death: and indeed, 
the queftion, whofe name fhall be conne&ted with a particular 
country as its king; is, to thofe who hazard life in the decifion, as 
trifling, as whether a fimall fpot in a chart hall be ftained with red 
or yellow. That_man fhould be permitted to decide fuch queftions 
by means fo dreadful, is a refle@tion under which he only can ree 
joice, who believes that GOD onty REIGNS; and can appropriate 
the promife, that ALL THINGS SHALL WORK TOGETHER FOR 
GOOD. 
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SATURDAY, April 21, 1753. 








Ibat triumphans Virg 

Sunt qui rogatan rettulerint preces 

Tuliffe Curisto, redderet. ut reo 

Lumen jacenti, tum invenit balitum 

Vite innovatum, vifibus integris, PRUDENT. 


; O LOVE AN ENEMY, Is the diftinguifhing cha- 


es ae 





‘x racteriftic of a religion, which is not of man 
XZ but of GOD. It could be delivered as a pre- 
cept only by HIM, who lived and died to efta- 
blifh it by his example. 


Art the clofe of that feafon, in which human frailty has com- 
memorated fufferings which it could not fuftain, a feafon in which 
the moft ‘zealous devotion can only fubftitute a change of food 
for a total abftinence of forty days; it cannot furely be incongruous 
$0 cOnfider, what approaches we can make to that divine love which 
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thefe fufferings expreffed, and how far man in imitation of his 
Saviour can blefs thofe who curfe him, and return good’ for 


evil, 


WE cannot, indeed, behold the example but at a diftance; nor 
confider it without being ftruck with a fenfe of our own debility : 
every man who compares his life with this divine rule, inftead of 
exulting in his own excellence, will {mite his breaft like the publi- 
can, and cry out, “GOD be merciful to me a finner!” Thus 
to acquaint us with ourfelves, may, perhaps, be one ufe of the 
precept; but the precept cannot furely be confidered as having no 


other. 


I know it will be faid, that our paffions are not in, our power ; 
and that, therefore, a precept, to love or to hate, is impoffible ;- 
for if the gratification of all our withes- was offered us to love 
a ftranger as we love a child; we could not fulfill the condition 


however we might defire the reward. 


Bur admitting this to betrue, and that we cannot love an enemy 
as we love a friend, it is yet equally certain that we may perform 
thofe actions which are produced by love from a higher principle ; 
we may perhaps derive moral excellence from natural defects, and 
exert our reafon inftead of indulging a paffion. - If our enemy 
hungers we may feed him, and if he thirfts we may give him 
drink: this, if we could love him, would be our conduct; and 
this may ftill be our condu@, though to love him is impoflible, 
The CurisTIAN will be prompted to relieve the neceffities of hig 
enemy,. by his love to. G O.D;, he will rejoice in-an opportunity to 
exprefs the zeal of his gratitude. andthe alacrity of- his obedience, 


at the fame time that he appropriates the promife and. anticipates 
his reward, 


Bur 
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Bur though he who is beneficent upon thefe principles, may 


in the f{cripture ‘fenfe be {aid to love his enemy; yet fomething 


more may ftill be effeéted: the paffion itfelf in fome degree is in 
our power; we may rife to'a yet nearer emulation of divine for- 
givenefs, we may think as well as act with kindnefs, and be fanci- 


fied as well in heart as in hfe. 


Tuéucn love and hatred are neceflarily produced in the hu- 
man breaft, when the proper objects of ‘thefe paflions occur, as 
the colour of material fubftances is neceflarily percieved by an eye 


before which they are exhibited; yet it is in our power to change 


the paffion, and to caufe either love or hatsed to be excited, by 


placing the fame object in different circumftances;. as a changeable 
filk of blue and yellow may be held fo as to excite the idea cither 


of yellow or blue. 


No act is deemed more injurious, or refented with greater 
acrimony, than the marriage of a child, efpecially of a,daughter, 
without the confent of a parent: itis frequently confidered as a 
breach of the ftrongeft and tendereft obligations; as. folly and in- 
gratitude, treachery and rebellion. By the imputation of thefe 
vices, a child becomes the object of indignation and refentment: 
indignation and refentment in’ the breaft, therefore, of the parent 
are neceflarily excited; and there can be no doubt, but that thefe 
are fpecies of hatred. But if the child is eonfidered as: ftill 
retaining the endearing foftnefs of filial affection, as ftill longing 
for reconciliation, and profaning the rites of marriage with tears ; 
as having: been driven: from the path of duty, only by the violence 
of paffions which none have always refifted, and which many: have 
indulged with much greater turpitude; the fame object that before 
excited indignation and refentment, will now be regarded with 
pity, and pity is a fpecies of love, 
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Tose, indeed, who. refent this breach of filial duty with im- 
placability, though perhaps it is the only one of which the offender 
has been guilty, demonftrate that they are without natural af- 
fection; and that they would have proftituted their offspring, if 
not to luft, yet to affections which are equally vile and fordid, the 
thirft of gold or the cravings of ambition: for he can never be 
thought to be fincerely interefted in the felicity of his child, who 
when fome of the means of happinefs. are loft by. indifcretion, 


fuffers his refentment to take away the reft. 


Among friends, fallies of quick refentment are extremely fre- 
quent. Friendthip. is a -conftant: reciprocation of benefits, to 
which the facrifice of private intereft is fometimes-neceffary + it is 
common for each to fet too much value upon thofe which he. be- 
{tows, and too little upon thofe which he receives ; this mutual 
muftake in fo important an eftimation, produces mutual charges of 
unkindnefs and ingratitude; each, perhaps, profeifes himfelf ready 
to forgive, but neither -will condefcend to be forgiven. ..,Pride, 
therefore, {till increafes the enmity: which it began; the friend is 
confidered as {elfith, affuming,’ injurious, and revengeful ; he con- 
fequently becomes an object of hatred; and. while he is thus 
confidered, to love him is impoffible. But thus to confider him, 
is at once a folly and a fault: each ought to refle&, that he is, at 
leaft in the opinion of the other, incurring the crimes that he im- 
putes ; that the, foundation of their enmity is no more*than a 
miftake ; and that this miftake is the effe@t of weaknefs or vanity, 
which is common to all mankind; the charaéter of both would 
then affume a very different’ afped,. love would again be. excited 
by the return of its object, and each would be impatient to ex- 
change acknowledgments, and. recover. the felicity. which was fo 
near being loft. 


. Bur 
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Bur if after we have admitted an acquaintance to our bofom as 
a friend, it fhould appear that we had miftaken his character ; if 
he ‘fhould betray our confidence, and ufe the knowledge of our 
affairs, which perhaps he obtained by offers, of fervice, to effect 
our ruin; if he defames us to the world, and adds perjury to 
falfhood ; if he violates the chaftity of a wife, or feduces a daughter 
to proftitution; we may full confider him in fuch circumftances 
‘as will incline us to fulfill the precept, and to recard him without 
the rancour of hatred or the fury of revenge. 

Every character, however it may deferve punifhment, excites 
hatred, only in proportion as it appears to be malicious; and pure 
malice has never been imputed to human beings, The wretch 
-~who. has thus deceived and injured us, fhould be confidered as 
having ultimately intended not evil to us but good to himfelf. It 
fhould alfo be remembered, that he has miftaken the means ; that 
he has forfeited the friendfhip of H1m whofe favour is better 
than life, by the fame conduét which forfeited ours ; and that to 
whatever view he facrificed our temporal intereft, to that alfo he 
facrificed his own hope of immortality: that he is now feeking 
felicity which he can never find, and incurring punifhment that 
will laft for ever. And how much better than this wretch is he, 
in whom the contemplation of his condition can excite no pity! 
Surely, if fuch an enemy hungers, we may, without fuppreffing 
any paffion, give him food; for who that fees a criminal dragged 
to execution, fer whatever crime, would refufe him a cup of cold 


water? 


Ow the contrary, he, whom Gop has forgiven, muft necef- 
farily become amiable to man: to confider his character without 
prejudice or partiality, after it has been changed by repentance, is 


to 
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to love him; and impartially to confider it, is ‘not only our duty 


‘but our intereft. 


Tuus ‘may we love our €nemies, and add a dignity to cur na- 
ture of which pagan virtue had no conception. But if to love our 
enemies is the glory of a CHRISTIAN, to treat others with 
coldnefs, neglect, and malignity, ts rather the reproach of a 
fiend than aman. Unprovoked enmity, the frown of ‘unkindnefs, 
and the menaces of oppreffion, fhould be far from thofe whe pro- 
fefs themfelves to be followers of H1m who in his life went about 
doing good; who inftantly healed a wound that was given in 
his defence ; and who, when he was fainting in his laft agony, and 
treated with mockery and derifion, conceived at once a prayer and 
an apology for his murderers: FATHER FORGIVE THEM, THEY 


KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO, 
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———— Flimina lhbant 
Summa levee ———— Vira. 


me HE character of the fcholars of the prefent 
. age will. not be much injured or mifrepre- 
fented by faying, that they feem to be fuper- 
ficially acquainted with a multitude of fub- 
jects, but to go to the bottom of very few. 





This appears in criticifm and polite learning, 
as wellasin the abftrufer {ciences: by the diffufion of know- 
Jedge its depth is abated. 


Eurycues harangues with wonderful plaufibility on the diftin& 
‘merits of all the Greek and Roman claffics, without having tho- 
soughly and attentively perufed, or entered into the {pirit and 

Cec {cope 
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fcope of one of them. But Eurycues has diligently digefted the 
Differtations of Rapin, Bounours, Friron, BLACKWALL, and 
Rox in; treatifes that adminifter great confolation: to the indo- 
Jent and incurious, to thofe who can tamely reft fatisfied with 
fecond-hand knowledge, as they give concife accounts of all the 
great heroes of antient literature, and enable mento {peak of their 
feveral characters, without the tedious drudgery of perufing the 
originals. But the characters-of writers, as of men, are of a very 
mixed and complicated nature, and are not to be comprehended 
in fo fmall. a compafs: fuch objets do not admit of being drawn 
in-miniature, with accuracy and diftinctnefs. 


To the prefent prevailing paffion for French moralifts and 
French critics, may be imputed the fuperficial thew of learning 
and abilities, of which I am complaining. And fince thefe al-_ 
‘luring authors are become not only fo fafhionable an amufement 
of thofe who call themfelves the polite world, but alfo engrofs_ 
the attention of academical ftudents, I am tempted to enquire 
into the merits of the moft celebrated among them of both. 
kinds. 


THatT Monracne abounds in native wit, In quick - penetra- 
tion, ina knowledge of the human heart, and the various vanities 
and vices that lurk in it, cannot juftly be denied. But a man 
who fits down to tranfmit his thoughts on life and manners to 
pofterity, with the hopes of entertaining and amending future 
ages, muft be either exceedingly vain or exceedingly carelefs, if 
he expeCts either of thefe effects can be produced, by wanton 
fallies of the imagination, by ufelefs and impertinent digreflions, 
by never forming or following any regular plan, never claffing 
er confining his thoughts, never changing or rejecting any fenti- 
ment that occurs to him. Yet this appears to have been the con- 
du& of our celebrated Effayift: and it has produced many 
aukward imitators, who under the notion of writing with the 
fire and freedom ‘of this lively old Gafcon, have fallen into .con- 
4ufed rhapfodies, and uninterefting egotifins, 


Bur 
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But thefe blemithes of MonTacne are trivial and unimportant, 
compared with his vanity, his indecency, and his fcepticifm, 
That man muft totally have fuppreffed the natural love of honeft 
reputation, which is fo powerfully felt by the truly wife and 
wee who can calmly fit down to give a catalogue of his private 
vices, and publifh his moft fecret infirmities, with the pretence of 
ex shibiting a faithful picture of himfelf, and of exactly portraying 
the minuteft features of his mind. Surely he deferves the cenfure 
QUINTILIAN beftows on Demetrius, a celebrated Grecian 
painter, that he was “‘ nimius in veritate, & fimilitudinis quam 
‘* pulchritudinis amantior;” more ftudious of likenefs than of 


‘beauty. 


THoucu the maxims of the Duke pz 1a RocuEFroucauLT, 
another fafhionable philofopher, are written with expreffive ele- 
gance, and with nervous brevity, yet I muft be pardoned for af- 
firming, that he who labours to leffen the dignity of human 
nature, deftroys many efficacious motives for praCtifing worthy 
actions, and deferves ill of his fellow-creatures, whom he paints 
in dark and difagreeable colours. As the opinions of men ufually 
contract a tincture from the’ circumftances and conditions of their 
lives, it is eafy to difcern the chagrined courtier, in the fatire 
which this polite mifanthrope has compofed on his own {fpecies. 
According to his gloomy and uncomfortable fyftem, virtue is 
merely the refult of temper and conftitution, of chance or of 
‘vanity, of fafhion or the fear of lofing reputation. Thus hu- 
manity is brutalized; and every high and generous principle is 
reprefented as imaginary, romantic, and chimerical ; reafon, 
which by fome is too much aggrandized and almoft deified, is 
here degraded into an abject flave of appetite and paffion, and 
deprived even of her juft and indifputable authority. As a 
Chriftian, and as a man, I defpife, I deteft fuch principles. 


RocHEFOUCAULT, to give a fmartnefs and fhortnefs to his 

n ently makes ufe of the antithefis, a mode of 
PPE the moft tirefome and difgufting of any, by the fame- 
nefs and fimilarity of the periods. And fometimes, in order to 
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keep up thé point, he neglects the propriety and juftnefs of the 
fentiment, ‘and grofly contradi€ts himfelf. “ Happinefs,” fays he, 
“ confifts.in the tafte, and not in the things: and it is by enjoy- 
“ ing what a man Joves, that-he becomes happy; not by having 
«© what others think defirable.” The obvious doctrine contained 








in this refleétion, is the great power of imagination with regard 
to felicity. But adds the reflector, in a following maxim, ‘‘ We 


cmp, are never fo happy, or fo miferable, as we imagine ourfelves 


RSM 


"€¢ tobe.” Which is certainly a plain and palpable contradiction 








of the foregoing epinion: and of fuch contradictions many in- 
ftances might be alleged in this admired writer, which evidently 
fhew that he had not digefted his thoughts with philofophical 
exatnefs and precifion. 7 


% 


Bur the charaGers of La Bruyrre deferve to be fpoken of 
in far different terms. They are drawn with {pirit and pro- 








priety, without a total departure from nature and refemblance, as 
fometimes is the cafe in pretended pictures of life. In a few in- 
ftances only he has failed, by overcharging his portraits with 
many ridiculous features that cannot exift together in one fubject ; 
as in the charaGter of Menalcas the abfent man, which though 
applauded by one.of my predeceffors, is furely abfurd, and falfe 
to nature. ‘i'his author appears to be a warm admirer ef virtue, 
and a fteady promoter of her intereft ; he was neither afhamed of 
Chriftianity, nor afraid to defend it: accordingly, few have ex- 
pofed the folly and abfurdity of modifh infidels, with fo much 
folidity and pleafantry united: he difdained to facrifice.truth to 
levity and licentioufnefs. Many. of his characters are perfonal, 
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and-contain allufions, of which we cannot be-fenfibie at prefent. 
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It is indeed the fate of perfonal fatire to perifh with the generation 
in which it is written: many artful ftrokes in THEOPHRASTUS 
himfelf, perhaps, appear coarfe or infipid, which the Athenians 
looked upon with admiration. A different age and different na- 
tion render us-incapable of relifhing many beauties in the 4/- 


chymift of Jounson, and in the Don Quixote of CERVANTES. 
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Saint EvREMOND «is a florid and verbofe trifler, without no- 
welty or folidity.in his reflections. What more can be expected 
‘from one, who propofed the diffolute and affected ie eee kee for 
‘his medel in writing and living? 


As-the corruption of our tafte is not of equal confequence 


with the depravation of our virtue, I fhall not fpend fo much 
2 p 


4 


time on:the critics, as I have done on the moralifts of France. 


pe digea taeat iat r ) qh "1 1 : 
How admirably Rapin, the moft popular among them, was 
— 


qualified to fit in judgment upon Homer and ik De- 


MOSTHENES an id PLATO, may be 
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I necdote pre- 
ferved by } NAGH who ee upon his own knowledge, that 
Le FEevRE Tore mur furnifhed this affluming critic with the 
Greek paflages he eae occafion to.cite.; Rapin himfelf being to- 
tally ignorant of that language. The cenfures and the-commenda- 
tions this writer beftows, are general and indifcriminate ; without 
{pecifying the reafons of his approbation or diflike, and without 
alleging the paflages'that may fupport his opinion: whereas juft 
criticiim demands, not only that every pen or blemith be.mk 
nutely pointed out in its different degree and kind, but alfo that 
the reafon and foundation of excellencies and faults be accurately 


‘certained. 


Bossu is ufually and ‘juftly placed at the thead of the -com- 
‘mentators on ARISTOTLE’S poetics, which certainly he underftood 
and explained in a more mafterly manner than either ee or 
CASTELVETRO: but in one or two inftances he has indulged a 
love of fabtilty and groundlefs refinement he I may not te 
accufed of a kind of hatred againft all the ne ench critics, I would 
obferve, that this learned writer merits the attention and diligent 
perufal of the true fcholar. What I principally admire in Bossu, 
is the regularity of his plan, and the exactnefs of his method : 


Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place, 


a 


All rang’d in order, and difpos’d with grace; 
Nor thus alone the curious eye to ative 
But to be found when need requires with cafe. Popr. 
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Brumoy has difplayed the excellencies of the Greek Tragedy 
in a judicious and comprehenfive manner. His tranflations aré 
faithful and elegant; and the analyfis of thofe plays, which on 
account of fome circumftances in antient manners, would fhock 
the readers of this age, and would not therefore bear an entire 
verfion, is perfpicuous and full. Of all his countrymen, he alone 
‘thas had the juftice to confefs, or perhaps the penetration to per- 
ceive, in what inftances CoRNEILLE and Racrne have falfified 
and modernized the characters, and over-loaded with unneceflary 
intrigues the fimple plots of the ANTIENTs, 


Let noone, however, deceive himfelf, in thinking that he 
can gain a competent knowledge either of ARIsTOTLE or So- 
pHocLEs, from Bossu or Brumoy, how excellent foever thefe 
two commentators may be. To contemplate thefe exalted ge- 
niufes through fuch mediums, is like beholding the orb of the 
fun, during an eclipfe, in a veffel of water. But let him eagerly 
prefs forward to the great originals: ‘‘ juvet integros accedere 
<¢ fontes.” Let him remember, that the GRecIAN writers alone, 
both critics and poets, are the beft mafters to teach (in Miiton’s 
emphatical ftyle) ‘* What the laws are of a true epic poem, what 
“¢ of a dramatic, what of a lyric; what decorum is; which is the 
“* grand matter-piece to obferve. This would make them foon 
perceive, what defpicable creatures our common rhymers and 
play-wrights be; and fhew them, what religious, what glorious 
and magnificent ufe might be made of poetry, both in divine 
and human things,” 
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Quicungue turpi fraude femel innotutt, 


Etiamp vera dicit, anuttit fidem. Pup: 


SHEN ARISTOTLE was once afked, what a 
man could gain by uttering falfehoods; he re- 
plied, ‘not to be credited when he fhall teil 
“ the truth.” 





Tue charaéter of a liar is at once fo hateful 
and contemptible, that even of thofe who have loft their vir- 
tue it might be expected, that from the violation of truth they 


Ddd fhould 
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‘fhould be reftrained by their pride. Almoft every other Vice that 
difgraces human nature, may be kept in cotintenance by applaufe 
and aflociation: The corruptor of virgin innocence {ees himfelf 
envied by the men, and at leat not detefted ‘by the women: 
The drunkard may eafily unite with beings, devoted like hime 
felf to noify merriment .or filent infenfibility, who will celebrate 
his victories over the novices of intemperance, boaft themfelves ’ 
the companions of his prowefs, ‘and tell with rapture of the mul- 
titudes whom unfuccefsful emulation has hurried to the grave : 
Even the robber and the cut-throat have their followers, who ad- 
mire their addrefs and intrepidity, their firatagems of rapine, and 


their fidelity to the gang. 


Tue liar, and only the liar, is invariably and univerfally de- 
fpifed, abandoned, and difowned; he has no domeftic -confolaz 
tions which he can oppofe tothe cenfure of mankind 3 he-can re- 
tire to no fraternity where his crimes may ftand in the place of 
virtues ; but is given up to-the hiffes of the multitude, without 
friend and without apologift. It is the peculiar condition of fate: 
hood, to be equally detefted by the good and bad: “* The devils,” 
fays Sir Tuomas Brown, “do not te!l lies to one another ; for 
“* truth is neceflary to all focieties; nor can the fociety of hell 
“© fubfift without it.” 


Ir is natural to expe, that a crime thus generally detefted, 
fhould be generally avoided ; at. leaft, that none fhould expofe 
himfelf to unabated and unpitied infamy, without an adequate 
temptation; and that to guilt fo eafily detected,. and. fo {e- 


verely punifhed, an adequate temptation would not readily be 
dound. 


Yer 
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Yer fo -it is, ‘that in defiance of cenfure and contempt, truth 





is' frequently violated ; and fearcely the moft vigilant and unre- 





‘mitted circumfpeGtion will fecuré him that mixes with mankind, 




















from being hourly deceived ‘by men of whom it can fcarcely be 
amagined, that they mean any injury ‘to him, or profit to them- 
felves.;- even where the fubject of converfation could not have been 


expected to put the paflionsin motion, or to have excited either 





hope orfear, or zeal or.malignity, fufficient to induce any man to 


“put his reputation in hazard, however little he might value it, or 











to overpower the love of truth, however weak might be its in- 
‘fluence. 























Tue -cafuifts have very diligently diftinguifhed lyes into their 
feveral claffes, according to their various degrees of malignity: but 
‘they have, I think, generally omitted that which is moft com- 
amon, and, perhaps, not leaft mifcHievous; which, fince the mo- 
talifts have not given ita name, I fhall.diftinguith as the Lyre oF 
VANITY. 





























To vanity may juftly be imputed moft of the falfehoods, which 
‘every man perceives hourly playing upon his ear, and, perhaps, 
“moft of ‘thofe that are propagated with fuccels. To the lye of 
commerce, and the lye of malice, the motive is {6 apparent, that 
‘they are feldom negligently or implicitly received : fufpicion is al. 


ways watchful over the practices of intereft; and whatever the 





‘hope of gain, or defire of mifchief, can Prompt ene man to affert, 
another is by reafons equally cogent incited to refate. But vanity 
pleafes herfelf with fach flight gratifications, and looks forward to 


pleafure'fo remotely:confequential, that her practices raife no alarm, 
end her ftratagems are-not eafily difcovered, 





VANITY 
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VANITY is, indeed, often fuffered to pafs unpurfued by fufpicion; 
becaufe he that would watch her motions, can never be at reft: 
fraud and malice are bounded in their influence; fome opportu- 
nity of time and place is neceflary to their agency ; but fearce any 
man is ab{tracted one moment from his vanity; and he, to whom 
truth affords no gratifications, is generally inclined to feek them in 


falfehood. 


Ir is remarked by Sir Kenetm Dicsy, “ that every man has 
“* a defire to. appear fuperior to others, though it were only in 
* having feen what they have not feen.” Such an accidental advan- 
tage, fince it neither implies merit, nor confers dignity, one would 
think fhould. not. be defired fo much as to be counterfeited: yet 
even this vanity, trivial as it is, produces innumerable. narratives, 
all equally falfe; but more or lefs credible, in proportion to. the 
{kill or confidence of the relator.. How many may a man of diffu- 
five converfation count among his acquaintances, whofe lives have 
been fignalifed by numberlefs efcapes; who never crofs the river 
but in a ftorm, or take a journey into the country without more 
adventures than befel the knight-errants of antient times, in path- 
icfs forefts or enchanted caftles! How many muft he know to 
whom portents and prodigies are of daily occurrence; and for 
whom nature is hourly working wonders invifible to every other 


eye, only to fupply them with fubjects of converfation! 


Oruers there are that amufe themfelves with the diffemination 
of falfehood, at greater hazard of detection and difgrace ; men 
‘marked out by fome lucky planet. for univerfal confidence and 
friendfhip, who have been confulted in every difficulty, entrufted 
with every fecret, and fummoned te every tranfaction: it is the 
fupreme felicity of thefe men, to ftun all companies with noify 


infor- 
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information; to full doubt, and overbear eppofition, with certain 
knowledge or authentic intelligence. A liar of this kind, with a 
dtrong memory or brifk mmagination, is often the oracle of an obfcure 
club, and till time difcovers his impoftures, di@ates-to his hearers 
‘with uncontrouled authority; for if a public queftion be ftarted, 
he was prefent at the debate ; if a new fafhion be mentioned, he 
was at court the firft day of its appearance; if a new performance 
‘of literature draws the attention of the public, he has patrenifed 
the author, and feen his work in manufcript; if a criminal of em» 
ence be condemned to die, he often predicted his fate, and endea- 
‘voured his reformation: and who that lives at a diftance from the 
{cene of aGiion; will dare to contradi@ a man, who reports from. 
his own eyes and ears, ‘and to whom all perfons and affairs are thus 


intimately known? 


Tis kind of falfehood is generally fuccefsful for a time, becaufe 
Gt is practifed at firft with timidity and caution: but the profperity 
of the fiar is of fhort duration; the reception of one ftory, is always 
an incitement to the forgery of another lefs probable; and he goes 
on to,triumph oyer tacit credulity, till pride or reafon rifes up againtt 
him, and his companions will no longer endure to fee him wifer 


than themfelves. 


Ir is apparent, that the inventors of all thefe fictions intend fome 
‘exaltation of themfelves, and are led off by the purfuit of honour 
from their attendance upon truth: their narratives always imply 
fome confequence in favour of their courage, their fagacity or their 
adtivity, their familiarity with the learned, or their reception among 
the great; they are always bribed by the prefent pleafure of 
feeing themfelves fuperior to thofe that furround them,and receiving 


the homage of filent attention and envious admiration. 
Bur 
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But vanity is fometimes incited to fiction, by lefs vifible gra- 
tifications: the prefent age abounds with a race of liars, who are 
content with the con{cioufnefs of falfchood, and whofe pride is to 
deceive others without any gain or glory to themfelves. Of this 
tribe it is the fupreme pleafure to remark a lady in the play-houfe 
or the park, and to publifh, under the charaéter of a man fud- 
denly enamoured, an advertifement in the news of the next day, 
containing a minute defcription of her perfon and her drefs; from 
this artifice, indeed, no other effect can be expected than perturba- 
tions which the writer can never fee, and conjectures of, which he 
can never be informed. Some mifchief, however, he hopes he has 
done: and to have done mifchief, is of fome importance. He fets 
his invention to work again, and produces a narrative of a robbery, 
or a murder, with all the circumftances of time and place -ac- 
curately adjufted: this is a jeft of greater effect and longer dura- 
tion: if he fixes his fcene at a proper diftance, he may for feveral 
days keep a wife in terror for her hufband, or a mother for her fon; 
and pleafe himfelf with refleCting, that by his abilities and addrefs, 


fome addition is made to the miferies of life. 


THERE is, I think, an antient law in Scotland, by which leafing- 
making was capitally punifhed. Iam, indeed, far from defiring to 
increafe in this kingdom the number of executions: yet I cannot 
but think, that they who deftroy the confidence of fociety, weaken 
the credit of intelligence, and interrupt the fecurity of life; harrafs 
the delicate with fhame, and perplex the timorous with alarms; 
might very properly be awakened to a fenfe of their crimes, by 
denunciations of a whipping poft or pillory: fince many are fo in- 
fenfible of right and wrong, that they have no ftandard of aétion 


but the law; nor feel guilt, but as they dread punifhment. 
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Sz quid ex Pindari, Flaccive dittis fuerit interjectum, Jplendet 
oratio; & fordefcit, fi quid e facris Pfalmis apte fuerit attextum?2 
An Libri Spiritis clefts afflath proditi fordent nobis pre fcriptis 
Homert, Euripidis, aut Ennit. ERASMUS. 


To the ADVENTURER. 







ons, has lately been difcovered a moft curious 
manut{cript of the celebrated Loncinus. AsI 

> know you will eagerly embrace every opportu- 
: Qos aa nity of contributing to promote, or- rather re- 
SECC UZAG. vive, a reverence and love for the SACRED 
Writines, I fend you the following extract tranflated from 
this extraordinary work. . 
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My dear TERENTIANUS, 


OU may remember that in my ‘treatife on the fublime, I 

quoted a ftriking example of it from Moszs the Jewith law- 
giver; ‘“ Let there be light, and there was light.” . I have fince 
met with a large volume tranflated into Greek by the order of Pto- 
lomy, containing all the religious opinions, the civil laws and cuf- 
toms, of that fingular and unaccountable people. And to confefs 
the truth, I am greatly aftonifhed at the incomparable elevation 
of its ftile, and the fupreme grandeur of its images; many of 
which excell the utmoft efforts of the moft exalted geniuffes of 
Greece. 


At the appearance of GOD, the mountains and the forefts 
do not only tremble as in Homer, but “ are melted down like 
“© wax at his prefence.” He rides not on a fwift chariot over the 
level waves like Neptune, but ‘“ comes flying upon the wings of 
<¢ the wind: while the floods clap their hands, and the hills and 
“* forefts, and earth and heaven, all exult together before their 
““ Lord.” And how doft thou conceive, my friend, the exalted 
idea of the univerfal prefence of the infinite Minp can. be ex- 
preffed, adequately to the dignity of the fubjeét, but in the fol- 
lowing manner ?—** Whither fhall I go from thy prefence? If I 
“« climb up into heaven, thou art there! If I go down to hell, lo, 
“© thou art therealfo! If I take wings, and fly toward the morning, 
“* or remain in the uttermoft parts of the weftern ocean; even there 
«* alfo”—the poet does not fay “I fhall find thee,” but far more 
forcibly and emphatically—* thy right hand fhall hold me.” With 
what majefty and magnificence is the CREATOR of the world, 
before whom the whole univerfe is reprefented as nothing, nay, 
lefs than nothing and vanity, introduced making the following 
fublime inquiry? ‘* Who hath meafured the waters in the hollow 
“* of his hand? and meted out heaven with a fpan, and compre- 
‘« hended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and weighed the 
** mountains in fcales, and the hills ina balance?” Produce me, 
TERENTIANUS, any image or defcription in PLato himéelf, fo 

, truly 
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truly elevated and divine! Where did thefe barbarians learn to 
{peak of GOD, in terms that alone appear worthy of him? How 
contemptible and vile are the deities of Homer and Hesrop, in 
comparifon of this JE HO VAH of the illiterate Jews; before 
whom ‘(to ufe this poet’s own words) all other Gods are “ as a 
‘* drop of a bucket, and are counted as the {mall duft of the ba- 
© Jance? ” 


Hap I been acquainted with this wonderful volume, while I 
‘was writing my treatife on the PaTuetic, I could ipa enriched 
my work with many ftrokes of eloquence, more irrefiftibly mo- 
ving than any I have borrowed from our three great tragedians, 
or even from the tender Stmonrpes himfelf. ‘The fame Moszs I 
formerly mentioned; relates the hiftory of a youth fold into capti- 
vity by his brethren, in a manner fo deeply interefting, with fo 
many little ftrokes of nature and paffion, with fuch penetrating 
knowledge of the human heart, with fuch various and unexpected 
changes of fortune, and with fuch a ftriking and important dif- 
covery, as cannot be read without aftonifhment and tears: and 
which, I am almoft confident, ArRisroTLe would have preferred 
to the ftory of his admired OE pipus, for the artificial manner in 
which the Recognition (éaydgos) is effected, emerging cia 
from the incidents and circumftances of the {tory itfelf, and no 
from things extrinfical and unefflential to the fable. 


In another part, we are prefented with a picture of a man moft 
virtuous and upright, who for the trial and exercife of his fortitude 
and patience, is hurled down from the fummits of felicity, into 
the loweft depths of diftrefs and defpair. Were ever forrow and 
mifery and compaffion exprefled more forcibly and feelingly, than 
by the behaviour of his friends, who when they firft difcovered him 
in this altered condition, deftitute, afflicted, tormented, — “ fat 
« down with him upon the ground feven days, and feven nights; 
«© and none stg ke a word unto him, for they faw that his grief was 
‘* very great.” Let us candidly confefs, that this noble Pane is 
equal if not fuperior to that celebrated defcription of parental 
forrow in AiscHyLus; where that venerable father of itaeed ly; 

whofe 

















S04 THE ADVENTURER. No.st. 


whofe fire and enthufiafm fometimes force him forwards to the 
very borders of improbability, has in this inftance juftly repre- 
{ented Niose fitting difconfolately three days together upon the 
tomb of her children, covered with a veil, and obferving a pro- 
found filence. Such filences have fomething more affecting, and 
more ftrongly expreflive of paflion, than the moft artful {peeches. 
In SopHocies, when the unfortunate Deranira difcovers her mif- 
take in having fent a poifoned veftment to her hufband Hercutes, 
her furprize and forrow are unfpeakable, and fhe anfwers not her 
fon who acquaints her with the difafter, but goes off the ftage without 
uttering a fyllable. A writer unacquainted with nature and the 
heart, would have put into her mouth twenty florid lambics, in 
which fhe would bitterly have bewailed her misfortunes, and in- 
formed the fpectators that fhe was going to die. 


In reprefenting likewife the defolation and deftru€tion of the 
cities of Bapyton and Tyre, thefe Jewifh writers have afforded 
many inftances of true pathos. One of them expreffes the extreme 
diftrefs occafioned by a famine, by this moving circumftance: 
‘© ‘The tongue ef the fucking. child cleaveth to the roof of his 
‘* mouth for thirft; the young children afk bread, and no man 
‘“* breaketh it unto them: the hands of the pitiful women have 
“« fodden their own children.” Which tender-and affecting ftroke 
reminds me of the picture of a facked city by ArisTipzs the 
Theban, on which we have fo often gazed with inexpreffible 
delight: that great artift has expreffed the concern of a bleeding 
and dying mother, left her -infant who is creeping to her fide, 
fhould lick the blood that flows from her breaft and miftake it 
for her milk. 


In the ninth book of the Iliad, Homer reprefents the horrors of 
a conquered city, by faying, that her heroes fhould be flain, her 
palaces overthrown, her matrons ravifhed, and her whole race 
enflaved. But one of thefe Jewith poets, by a fingle circumftance 
has far more emphatically pointed out the utter defolation of 
Babylon: ‘ I will make a man more precious than fine gold; 
“« even a fingle perfon than the golden wedge of Ophir.” 


WHAT 
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Wuar feems to be principally, excellent.in.thefe writers, is 
their felection of fuch adjuncts and circumftances, upon each. fub- 
ject, as are beft calculated to ftrike the imagination and. embellif 
their defcriptions. Thus, they think it not enough to fay, “ that 
“ Babylon, the glory of kingdoms. {hall never more be inhabited ;” 
but they add a picturefque ftroke, ‘neither fhall the Arabian 
“pitch his tent there: The wild beafts of the iflands fhall cry in 
“ their -defolate houfes; and dragons in their pleafant palaces.” 


You have heard'me frequently: obferve; how much vifions or 
images, by which a writer feems to behold objects that are abfent, or 
éven non-exiftent, contribute to the true fublime. For this reafon I 
have ever admired Minerva’s {peech in the fifth book of the Lliad, 
where fhe tells her favourite Diomed, “ that fhe will purge his eyes 
<< from the mifts of mortality, and give him power clearly to 
“< difcern the Gods that were at that time affifting the Trojans, 
“¢ that he might not be guilty of the impiety of wounding any of 
“ the celeftial beings, Venus excepted.” Obferve the fuperior 
ftrength and livelinefs of the following image: “JEHOVAH 
(the tutelar God of the Jews) “* opened the eyes of the young 
«¢ man, and he faw; and behold, the mountain was full of horfes, 
“ and chariots of fire round about him!” 


Do we ftart, and tremble, and turn pale, when Orestes 
exclaims that the’ furies are rufhing forwards to feize him? and 
thall we be lefs affected with the writer, who breaks out into the 
following queftion? ‘ Who is this that cometh from Edom with 
«« dyed garments from Bofra? this that is glorious in his apparel, 
< travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength ? — It is the avenging 
God of the oppreffed Jews, whom the poet imagines he beholds, and 
whofe anfwer follows: ‘‘ I that am mighty to fave.” “ Wherefore,” 
refumes the poet, ‘¢ art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
«< like him that treadeth in the wine-fat?” “I have trodden the wine 
“¢ prefs alone,” anfwers the God ; ‘‘ and of the people there was none 
« with me: for I will tread them in mine anger and trample them 
‘¢ in. my fury,.and their blood {hall be {prinkled upon my garments, 
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¢ and I will ftain all my raiment.” Another writer, full of the idea 
.of that deftruction «with which his country was threatened, cries 
out, “ how long fhall I fee the ftandard, and hear the found of 
« the trumpet!” And to reprefent total defolation, he adds, “I 
«< beheld the earth, and.lo! it was without form and veid; and 
<< the heavens, and they ‘had no light.” 


Axpove all, Iam marvelloufly ftruck with the beauty and bold- 
nefs of the Prosopop#ias, and the rich variety of comparifons, 
with which every page of thefe extraordinary writings abound. 
When I fhall have pointed out a few cf thefe to your view, I fhall 
think your curiofity will be fufficiently excited to perufe the book 
itfelf from which they are drawn. And do not fuffer yourfelf to 
be prejudiced againft it, by the reproaches, raillery and fatire, 
which I know my friend and difciple PorpHyRy is perpetually 
pouring upon the Jews. Farewell. 
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To the ADVENTURER. 


= HAT every man is happy in proportion as he 
_ 1s virtuous, was once my favourite principle: I 
advanced and defended it in all companies; and 
as the laft effort of my genius in its behalf, I 
contrived a feries of events by which it was 
illuftrated and eftablifhed: and that I might 
fubftitute action for narrative, and decorate 
fentiment with the beauties of poetry; I regu- 
lated my ftory by the rules of the drama, and with great applica- 
tion and labour wrought it into a tragedy. 
Wuen it was finifhed, I fate down like Hercules after his Ja- 
bours, exulting in the paft and enjoying the future by anticipation. 
d read it to every friend who favoured me with a vifit; and when 
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I went abroad, I always put it into my pocket. Thus it became 
known to a circle that was always increafing ; and was at léngth 
mentioned with fuch commendation to a very great lady, that the 
was pleafed to favour me with a meflage by which I was invited to 
breakfaft at nine the next morning, and acquainted that a fele@ com- 
pany would then expect the pleafure of hearing me read my play. 

1 now reflected with great felf complacence, upon the generat 
complaint that genius was without patronage; and concluded, that 
all who had been neglected were unworthy of notice. I believed 
that my own elevation was not only certain but near; and that the 
reprefentation of my play would be fecured by a meffage to the 
manager, which would render the mortifying drudgery of folicita- 
tion and attendance unneceffary. 

ELaTep with thefe expectations, I rofe early in the morning; 
and being dreffed long before it was time to fet out, I amufed my- 
felf by repeating the favourite paffages of my tragedy aloud, forming 
polite anfwers to the compliments that fhould be made me, and 
adjufting the ceremony of my vifit. 

I obferved the time appointed with fuch pundtuality, that I 
knocked at the door while the clock was ftriking. Orders had 
been given for my admittance; and the porter being’ otherwife en- 


- gaged, it happened that the fervant whofe place it was to introduce 


me, opened the door in his ftead, ‘and upon hearing my name ad- 
vanced directly before me into the room; {fo that no difcovery was 
made of an enormous quetie of brown paper, which fome mit 
cheivous brat had with a crooked pin hung between the two locks 
of my major perriwig. I followed the valet into a magnificent 
apartment, where after I had got within a very large Indian fereen 
I found five ladies and a gentleman. 

I was a little difconcerted in my firft addrefs, by the refpeét that 
was {hewn me and the curiofity with which I was regarded: how- 
ever, | made my general obeyfance, and addreffing myfelf in par- 
ticular to the elder of the ladies whom I confidered as my patro- 
nefs, I expreffed my fenfe of the honour fhe had done me in a 
{hort fpeech which I had preconceived for the purpofe; but I was 
immediately informed, that the lady whofe favour I had acknow- 
ledged was not yet come down: this miftake increafed my confu- 
fion; for as I could not again repeat the fame words, I refleéted, 
that I fhould be at laft unprepared for the occafion on which they 
were to have been ufed. The company all this while continued 
{tanding: I therefore haftily turned about, to reconnoitre my chair, 
but the moment I was feated, I perceived every one labouring to 
ftifle a laugh. I inftantly fufpe@ted that I had committed fome 
ridiculous indecorum, and I attempted to apologize for I knew not 
what offence; but after fome hefitation, my extreme fenfibility 
ftruck me {peechlefs. The gentleman, however, kindly difcovered 
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the caufe of their merriment, by exclaiming againft the rude licen- 
tioufnefs of the vulgar, and at the fame time taking from behind 
me the pendulous reproach to the honours of my head. This dif- 
covery afforded me inexpreffible relief, my paper ramellie was 
thrown into the fire, and I joined in the laugh which it produced: 
but I was ftill embarraffed by the confequences of my miftake, and 
expected the lady by. whom I had been invited, with folicitude 
and apprehentfion. 

Wuen fhe came in, the deference with which fhe was treated 
by perfons who were fo much my fuperiors, ftruck me with awe ; 
my powers of recollection were fufpended, and I refolved to ex- 
prefs my fentiments only by the lownefs of my bow and the di- 
ftance of my behaviour: I therefore haftily retreated backward ; 
and at the fame time bowing with the moft profound reverence, 
unhappily overturned the {creen, which in its fall threw down 
the breakfaft table, broke all the china, and crippled the lap-dog. 
In the midft of this ruin I ftood torpid in filence and amazement, 
ftunned with the fhrieks of the ladies, the yelling of the dog, and 
the clattering of the china ; and while I confidered myfelf as the 
author of fuch complicated mifchief, I believe I felt as keen an- 
guith as he, who with a halter about his neck looks up, while the 
other end of it is faftening to a gibbet. 

Tue fcreen, however, was foon replaced, and the broken china 
removed; and though the dog was the principal object of atten- 
tion, yet the lady fometimes adverted to me: the politely defired 
that I would confider the accident as of no confequence ; the 
china fhe faid was a trifle, and fhe hoped Pompey was more 
frighted than hurt. -I made fome apology, but with great con- 
fafion and incoherence : at length, however, we were again feated, 
and breakfaft was brought in. 

I was extremely mortified to perceive, that the difcourfe turned 
wholly upon the virtues of Pompey, and the confequences of his 
hurt: it was examined with great attention and folicitude, and 
found to be a razure of the fkin the whole length of one of his 
fore legs. After fome topical application, his cufhion was placed 
in the corner by his lady, upon which he lay down, and indeed 
whined piteoufly. 

I was beginning to recover from my perplexity, and had juft 
made an attempt to introduce a new fubje&t of converfation, when 
cafting my eye downward I was again thrown into extreme con- 
fufion, by feeing fomething hang from the fore part of my chair, 
which I imagined to bea portion of my fhirt ; though indeed it 
was no other than the corner of a napkin on which I fat, and 
which during the confufion preduced by the fall of the fkreen had 


been left in the chair, 
My 
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My embarraffment was foon difcovered, though the caufe was 


miftaken; and the lady hoping to remove it, by giving me an 


Opportunity to difplay my abilities without the reftraint of cere- 
mony, requefted that I would now give her the pleafure which the 
had impatiently expected, and read my play. 

My play, therefore, I was obliged to produce, and having 
found an opportunity hattily to button up the corner of the nap~ 
kin while the manufcript lay open in my lap, I began to read: 
and though my voice was at firft languid, tremulous, and irrefo- 
Jute, yet my attention was at length drawn from my fituation to 
my fubje& ; I pronounced with greater emphafis and propriety, 
and I began to watch for the effects which ] expected to produce 
upon my auditors: but I was extremely mortified to find, that 
whenever I paufed to give room for a remark or an encomium, the 


interval was filled with an ejaculation of pity for the dog, who {till 
continued to whine upon his cufhion, and was lamented in thefe 
affectionate and pathetic terms—* Ah ! poor, dear, pretty, little 
‘s creatire.” ! 

Ir happened, however, that by fome incidents in the fourth 
act the paffions were apparently interefted, and I was was juft ex- 
ulting in my fuccefs, when the lady who fate next me unhappily » 
opening her fnuff box, which was not effeGed without fome dif- 
culty, the duft that féw up threw me intoa fit of {neezing, which 
inftantly caufed my upper lip to put me again out of countenance: 
I therefore haftily felt for my handkerchief, and it was not with 
lefs emotion than if I had-feen a ghoft, that I difcovered it had 
been. picked out of my pocket. In thé mean time the opprobrious 
effufion defcended like an icicle to my chin; and the eyes of the 
company, which this accident had drawn upon me, were now 
turned away with looks which thewed that their pity was not proof 
again{t the ridicule of my diftrefs. What | fuffered at this moment, 
can neither be expreffed nor conceived: I turned my head this 
way and that in the anguith of my mind, without knowing what 
I fought; and at lat holding up my manufcript before my face, I 
was compelled to make ufe of the end of my neckloth, which I 


again buttoned into my bofom. After many painful efforts I 


proceeded in my lecture, and again fixed the attention of my 
hearers. The fourth act-was finifhed, and they expreffed great im- 
patience to hear the cataftrophe: I therefore began the fifth with 
frefh confidence and vigour ; but before I had read a page, I- was 
interrupted by two gentlemen of great quality, profeflors of 
Buckifm, who came with a defign to wait upon the ladies to an 
auction, 

I rofe up with the reft of the company when they came in; but 
what was my aftonifhment, to perceive the napkin, which I had 
unfortunately fecured by one corner, hang down from my waift 

the 
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the ground! from this dilemma, however, I was delivered by the 
noble Buck who ieee neareift to me; Eo {wearing an oath of 

aftonifhment, twitched the napkin from me, and throwine it to 
the fervant, teld him that he h ad redeemed it from the ra fel who 
were dragging it by degrees into a place where he would never 
have lnolted for it. The young ladies were fcarce lefs confounded 
at this accident than I; and the noble matron herfelf was fome- 
what difconcerted : fe faw my extreme confufion, and thought 
fit to apologize for her coufin’s behaviour; “‘ he is a aL Ae boy, ny 
{ays the, vs she plays thefe tricks with every body ; but it is his way, 
«* and no body minds it.” When we were once more feated, the 
Bucks, wpon the bead deed refufal of the ladies to go out, de- 
clared they would ftay and hear the laft a@ of my tragedy : : I was 
therefore requefted to go on; and though I now heartily wifhed 
to be excufed, 1 was at length obliged to comply. 

I was much pleafed and furprized at the attention with which 
my new auditors feemed to liften as I went on: the dog was now 
filent; 1 increafed the Pathos of my voice in proportion as I 
shecdiied the climax of diftrefs, and flattered myfelf that poetry 
and truth would be ftill victorious: but juft at this crifis, the gen- 
tleman, who had difengaged me from ss napkin, defired me to 
{top aidivia a moment; fome ething, he faid, had juft ftarted into his 
mind, which if he did not communicate he might forget: then 
turning to his companion, ‘ Jack,” fays he, “ ‘there was fold in 
*¢ Smithfield no longer ago than laft Saturday, the largeft ox that 
** ever I beheld in my life.” The ridicule of this malicious apo- 
ftrophe was fo ftriking, that pity and decorum gave way, and my 
patronefs herfelf burft into laughter: upon me, indeed, it pro- 
duced a very different effect ; for if I had been detected i in an un- 
fuccefsful attempt to pick a pocket, I could not have felt more 
fhame, confufion and anguifh. The laughter into which the com- 
pany had been furprized, was, however, immediately {upprefied, 
and a fevere cenfure paffed upon the perfon who produced it. To 
atone for the mortification which I had fuffered, the ladies ex- 
prefied the utmoft impatience to hear the conclufion, and I was 
encouraged by repeated encomiums to proceed: but though I 
once more attempted to recollect myfelf, and again began the 
fpeech in which I had been interrupted, yet my thoughts were {till 
gheeedk my voice faltered, and I had fcarce breath to finifh 
the firft period. 

This was temarked by my tormenter the Buck, who fuddenaly 
{natching the manuicript out of my hands, de: clar ed that I did not 
do my play juftice, and that he would ih it himfelf. He then 


began to ee but the affected gravity of his countenance, the un- 
oO >) 
fatptal tone A his voice, and the remembrance of his late anecdote 


of the ox, excited fenfations that were neat tible both with pity 
and 
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cand terror, and rendered me extremely wretched by keeping the 
ecompany perpetually on the ‘brink of laughter, 

In the aGtion of my play, virtue had been fuftained by her own 
ignity, and exulted in the enjoyment of intellectual and indepen- 
edant happinefs, during a feries of external calamities that terminated 
an death; and vice, by the fuccefs of her own projects, had been 
‘betrayed into fhame perplexity and-confufion: thefe events were in- 
deed natural; and therefore I peetically inferred, with all the.con- 
‘fidence of demonftration, that “ the torments-of Tartarus,.and the 
“© felicity of Elyf&um, were not-neceffary to the juftification of the 
“< Gods; fince whatever inequality might -be :pretended in the dif 
‘“< tribution of externals, peace is {till the prerogative ef virtue, and 
“¢ intelectual mifery can be infli€ted only by:-guilt.” 

Bur the intelleCtual mifery which I f€ffered at the-verymoment 
‘when this favourite fentiment was read, produced.an irrefiftible con- 
‘viction that it was falfe; becaufe, except the dread of that punifh- 
ment‘which ‘I had indirectly denied, I felt all the torment that 
‘could ‘be inflicted ‘by guilt. In the profecution,of an undertaking 
which I believed to bevirtuous, peace had been driven from my heart, 
by the concurrence of accident with the vices of others; and ithe mi- 
‘tery that 1 fuffered, ‘fuddenly propagated itfelf; for not only en-- 
joyment but hope was now at:an end: my play upon which both 
had depended, was overturned from its foundation; and Iwas fo 
‘much affected that I took my leave with the abrupt hafte of dif- 
trefs and perplexity. 1 had-no:concern about what: fhould be faid 
of me when I was departed:; .and, perhaps, at the:moment when 
IT went out éf the houfe, there was'not in the world any human 
being more wretched than myfelf. ‘The next morning when I re~ 
flected coolly upon thefe events, I would willingly have reconciled 
my experience with my principles, even at ‘the expence of my 
morals. I would have fuppofed that my defire of approbation was 
inordinate, and that a virtuous indifference about the opinion of 
‘others would have prevented .all-my diftrefs; but Iwas compelled 
to acknowledge, that'to acquire this indifference was not poflible, 
and that'no man ‘becomes vicious by not effecting impoffibilities.: 
there may be heights of virtue beyond our reach; sbut'to be vicious, 
‘we mutt cither do fomething from which we shave power tto abftain, 
‘or neglect fomething which we have power to do: there remained, 
therefore, no expedient to recover any part of the credit I had loft, 
but fetting a truth, which I had newly difcovered by means fo 
extraordinary, in a new light; and with this view J ama candidate 
for a place in the ADVENTURER. 
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Jam, SIR, your's, &c. 


Drafimaricus, 
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TUES DAY, : May 8, 1753. 


VIRG. 


‘Quifgue fuos patimur Manes, 


SIR, 





is N vconfequence of my engagements, I addrefs 


you once more from the habitations of mifery. 


afure 


P 
/ 


1 
1 


In this place, from-which bufinefs and p 





tives of each other, I might much fooner have 


gathered ‘materials for a letter, had I not hoped to have ‘been re- 


aced in the re- 


I 


y you 
ait for folicitation, 


minded of my promife: but fince I find myfelf p 


than by the 


? 


gions of oblivion, where I-am no lefs neglected b 


but 
ftole 


lved no longer to w 


fe 
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reft of mankind, Ir 
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{tole early this evening from between gloomy fullenefs and riotous 


merriment, to give you an account of part of my companions. 


One of the moft eminent members of our club is Mr. Epwarp: 
SCAMPER, aman of whofe name the Olympic heroes would not 
have been afhamed. Nep was born to a fmall eftate which he de- 
termined to improve, and therefore, as foon as he became of age, 
mortgaged part of his land to buy a mare and ftallion, and bred 
horfes for the courfe. He was at firft very fuccefsful, and gained 
jeveral of the king’s plates, as he is now every day boafting, at 
the expence of very little more than ten times their value. At lat 
however he difcovered, that victory brought him more honour than 
profit: refolving, therefore, to be rich as well as illuftrious, he reple- 
nifhed his pockets by another mortgage, became on a fudden a 
daring Better, and refolving not to truft a jockey with his fortune, 
rode his horfe himfelf, diftanced two of his competitors the firft 
heat, and at laft won the race, by forcing his. horfe on a defcent 
to full {peed at the hazard of his neck. His eftate was thus repaired, , 
and fome friends that had no fouls advifed him to give over ; but 
_Nep now knew the way to riches, and therefore without caution 
increafed his expences. From this hour he talked and dreamed of 
nothing but a horfe race; and rifing foon to the fummit of equef- 
trian reputation, he was conftantly expected on every courfe, divided 
all his time between lords and jockies, and as the unexperienced 
regulated their betts’ by his example, gained a great deal of money 
by laying openly on one horfe and fecretly on the other. Nep 
was. now fo fure of growing rich, that he involved his eftate in a 
third mortgage, borrowed money of all his friends, and rifqued 
his whole fortune upon Bay-Lincoln. He mounted with beating 
heart, ftarted fair and won the firft heat; but in the fecond as he 
was pufhing againft the foremoft of his rivals, his girth broke, his 


fhoulder 


Nos3) THE ADVENTURER. R18 


fhoulder was diflocated, and before he was difmiffed by the furgeon 
two bailiffs faftened upon him, and'he faw New-market no more. 


° 


His daily,amufement for four years has been to blow the fignal 
for ftarting, to make-imaginary matches, to fepeat the pedigree 
of Bay-Lincolu, and to form refolutions againft trufting another 


groom with the choice of his girth. 


THE next in feniorityis Mr. TimotTuy Snuce, of deep 
contrivance and impenetrable fecrecy. His father died with 
the reputation of more wealth than he poffeffed: Tim, therefore, 
entered the world with a reputed fortune of ten thoufand pounds. 
Of this he very well knew that eight thoufand was imaginary ; but 
being a man of refined policy, and knowing how much honour is 
annexed to riches, he refolved never to dete&t his own poverty, 
but furnithed his ‘houfe with elegance, fcattered his money with 
profufion, encouraged every fcheme of coftly pleafure, {poke of 
petty loffes with negligence, and on the day before an execution en- 
tered his doors, had proclaimed at a public table his refolution to 


be 


jolted no longer in a hackney coach. 

ANOTHER of my companions is the magnanimous Jack 
_ScatTrer, the fon of a country gentleman, who having no other 
care than to leave him rich, confidered that literature could not be 
had without expence ; mafters would not teach for nothing; and 
when a book was bought and read, it would fell for little. Jack 
was, therefore, taught toread and write by the butler; and when 
this acquifition was made, was left to pafs his days in the kitchen 
and the ftable, where he heard no crime cenfured but covetouf- 
nefs and diftruft of poor honeft fervants, and where all the praife 
was beftowed on good houfe-keeping ‘and a free heart. At the 
death of his father, Jacx fet himfelf to retrieve the honour of 


his 
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‘his family.; he abandoned his cellar to the butler, ordered his 


‘groom to provide hay and corn at difcretion; took his houfe- 
k 


eeper’s word for the expences of the kitchen; allowed.all his fer- 
vants to do their work by deputies; permitted his domeftics te 


keep his hovfe open to their relations and acquaintance; and in 


‘ten years was conveyed hither, without having .purchafed by the 
Jofs of his patrimony either honour or pleafure, or obtained any 
‘other gratification than that.of having corrupted the -neighbouring 


villagers by luxury and idlenefs. 


Dick Serce was a draper in Cornhill, .andpaffed eight years 


in profperous -diligence, without any care but to keep his books, 


or any ambition but to be in time an alderman:: but-then, by 
fome unaccountable revolution in his underftanding, he -became 
enamoured of wit and humour, defpifed the converfation of pedlars 
and ftockjobbers, and rambled every night to the regions of gayety 
in queft of company fuited to his tafte. The wits at.firft flocked 
about him for fport, and afterwards for.intereft; fome found their 
way into his books, and fome into his pockets.; the man of ad- 
venture was equipped from his fhop for the perfuit of a fortune; 
and he had fometimes the -honour to have his fecurity accepted 
when his friends were in diftrefs. Elated «with thefe affociations 
he foon learned to neglect his fhop; and having drawn his 
money out of the funds to avoid the neceflity of teafing men of 
honour for trifling debts, he has been forced at laft to retire hither 


till .his. friends can procure him a poft at court. 


ANOTHER -that joins in the fame-mefs is Bop Cornice, whofe 
life has been {pent in fitting up a houfe. About ten years ago 
Bos purchafed the country habitation of a bankrupt: the mere 
fhell of a.building Boz holds no great matter, the infide is the 

teft 


No. 53. THE ADVENTURER. 317 


teft of elegance. Of this houfe he was no fooner mafter than he 
fummoned twenty workmen to his affiftance, tore up the floors 
and laid them anew, {tripped off the wainfcot, drew the windows 
from their frames, altered the difpofition of doots and fire places, 
and caft the whole fabric into a new form: his next care. was to 
have his cielings painted, his pannels gilt, and his chimney pieces 
carved: every thing was executed by the ableft hands: Bop’s bu- 
finefs was to follow the workmen with a microfcope, and call 
upon them to retouch their performances, and heighten excel- 
lence to perfection. The reputation of his houfe now brings round 
him a daily confluence of vifitants, and every one tells him of 
fome elegance which he has hitherto overlooked, fome convenience 
not yet procured, or fome new mode in ornament or furniture. Bor 
who had no with but to be admired, nor any guide but the fafhion, 
thought every thing beautiful in proportion as it was new, and con- 
fidered his work as unfinifhed, while any obferver could fuggett 
an addition ; fome alteration was therefore every day made, without 
any other motive than the charms of novelty. A traveller at lat 
fuggefted to him the convenience of a grotto; Bos immediately 
ordered the mount of his garden to be excavated, and having laid 
out a large fum in fhells and minerals, was bufy in regulating 
the difpofition of the colours and luftres, when two gentlemen 
who had afked permiffion to fee his gardens, prefented him a writ 


and led him off to lefs elegant apartments. 


I know not, Sir, whether among this fraternity of forrow you 
will think any much to be pitied; nor indeed do many of them 
appear to folicit compaffion, for they generally applaud their own 
conduét, and defpife thofe whom want of tafte or fpirit fuffers to 
grow rich. It were happy if the prifons of the kingdom were 
filled only with characters like thefe, men whom profperity could 


not 
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3 
not make ufeful, and whom ruin cannot make wife: but there 
are among us many who raife different fenfations, many that owe 
their prefent mifery to the feductions of treachery, the ftrokes of 
cafualty, or the tendernefs of pity; many whofe fufferings difgrace 
fociety, and whofe virtues would adorn it: of thefe, when fami- 
liarity fhall have enabled me to recount their ftories without 


horror, you may expect another_narrative from, 


SIR, 
T 


Your moft humble Servant, 


MIsARGYRUS. 
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SATURDAY, May 12, 1753. 





Senfum labefatia cadebat ; 
Relligio— CLAUDIANUS. 
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ee SSO E a‘reclufe moralift who fpeculates in.a cloyfter, 





fhould fuppofe every practice to be infamous in 
proportion as it is allowed to ‘be criminal, no 


CAM) any 
3% “man would wonder; but every man who is 


arf? 





SEC LAS PED sh fi 
PER OLA. acquainted with life, and is able to fubftitute 


‘the difcoveries of experience for the deductions of reafon, knows 


‘that -he would be miftaken. 


Lyne is generally allowed to be lefs criminal than adultery, and 
‘yet it is known to render 2 man much more infamous and con- 
aemptible,; for he, who would modeftly acquiefce in an imputa- 
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tion of adultery as a:compliment, would refent that of a lic.as an 
infult‘for which Jife only could atone. Thus are men tamely led 
hood-winked by -cuftom, the :creature of their own folly; and 
‘while imaginary light flafhes under the bandage which excludes 


‘the reality, ‘they fondly ‘believe that they behold the fun. 


Lyinc, however, does not incur more infamy than it deferves, 
though other vices incur lefs. I have before remarked, that there 
are fome practices, which though they degrade a man to the lowett 
clafs of meral characters, do yet imply fome natural fuperiority ; 
but lying is, on the contrary, always an implication of weaknefs 
and defeét. Slanderiis the revenge of a coward, and diffimulation 
his defence: lying boafts are the ftigma of impotent ambition, of 
ob{curity without merit, and pride totally deftitute of intellec-— 
tual dignity : and even lies of apology imply indifcretion. or rufti- 


city, ignorance, folly, or indecorum. 


Bur there is equal turpitude, and yet greater meannefs, ‘in thole 
forms of {peech which deceive without dire falfhood. The.crime 
is committed with greater deliberation, as it requires more .contri- 
vance; and by the offenders the ufe of language is totally perverted; 
they: conceal a meaning oppofite to that which they exprefs; their 
fpeech is.a kind of riddle propounded for an evil purpofe,; and as 
they may, therefore, -be properly diftinguifhed by the name of 
Sphinxes, there would not perhaps be much .caufe for regret, if, 
like the firft monfter of the name, they fhould break their necks 


upon the folution of their enigmas. 


InpirectT lies more effectually than others deftroy that mutual 
confidence, which ts faid-to be the band of fociety: they are more 
frequently repeated, becaufe they are not prevented by the dread 
of detection: and he who has obtained a virtuous charater is not 


al- 
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always believed, becaufe we know not but that he may have been 
perfuaded by the fophiftry of folly, that to deceive is not. to lye, 
and that there is a-certain manner in which truth may be violated 


without i MCUrTIA 1g either guilt or fhame. 


Bur lying, however practifed, does like every other vice ulti- 
mately difappoint its own purpofe: ‘ A lying tongue is but for a 
moment.’ “Detraction, when it is difcovered to ‘be falfe, con- 
fers honour, and diffimulation provokes refentment; the falfe boat 


incurs contempt, and the falfe apology aggravates the offence. 


Ts’ it not, therefore, aftonifhing, that a pra@ice, for whatever 
reafon, fo univerfally infamous and unfuccefsful, fhould not be 
more generally and {crupuloufly avoided ? To think, is to renounce 
it: and that I may fix the attention of my readers a little longer 
upon the fubject, I fhall relate a ftory which, perhaps, by thofe 
who have much fenfibility, will not foon be forgotten. 


CHARLOTTE and Marta were educated together at-an eminent 
boarding {chool near London: there was little difference in their 
age, and their perfonal accomplifhments were equal; but tho’ their 
families were of the fame rank, yet as CHARLOTTE was an only 


child, fhe was confiderably fuperior in fortune. 


‘Soon after they were taken home, CHaRLorre was addreffed 
by Captain FREEMAN, who befides.his commiffion in the guards 
had a:fmall paternal eftate : but as her friends hoped for a more ad- 
vantageous match, the Caprain was defired to forbear his vifits, 
and the lady to think of him no more. After fome fruitlefs. 
ftruggles, they acquiefced; but the difcontent of both was fo ap. 
parent, that it was thought expedient to remove Mi(s into the 


country. ‘She was fent to her aunt, the Lady Meadows, who 


with 
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with her daughter lived retired at the family feat, more than one 
‘hundred miles diftant from the.metropolis. After the had-repined 
in this dreary folitude from April *to Auguft, ‘fhe was furprized 
swith a viit from her father, who brought with him Sir JAmEs 
Forrest, a young gentleman who had juft fucceeded to a ba- 
ronet’s title and a very large eftate.in the fame.county. Sir JAMES 
had good-nature and good fenfe, an agreeable perfon and an eafy 
addrefs.: Mifs was infenfibly pleafed with hiscompany,; her vanity 
if-not her love had a new object.; .a defire to be delivered from a 
{tate of dependance and obfcurity, had almoft abforbed all the 
ref{t; and it is.no wonder.that this defire was gratified, when {carce 
any other was felt; or that 4m compliance with the united folli- 
-cjtations of her friends and her lover, fhe fuffered herfelf within 
a few weeks to:become a lady.and a wife. They -continued in — 
-the country till the beginning of October, and then came up to 
London, having prevailed upon her Aunt to accompany them, 
-that Mifs Meadows, with whom the bride had:contracted an in- 
timate friendfhip, might ‘be gratified with the diverfions of the 


town during the winter. 


CAPTAIN FREEMAN, when he heard that Mifs'CHarLoTTE 
was married, immediately made propofals of marriage to Marta, 
with whom he became acquainted during his vifits to her friend, 


and foon after married her. 


Tue ftiendthip of the two young ladies feemed to be rather 
increafed than diminifhed by their marriage; they were always 
of the fame party both in the private and public diverfions of the 
feafon, and vifited each other without the formalities of meflages 


and drefs. 


Bur neither Sir James nor Mrs. FREEMAN could reflect with- 
out uneafinefs upon the frequent interviews which this familiarity 
and 
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-and confidence produced, ' between a lover and his miftre(S: whom 
ferce ‘only had divided-; ‘and. though of ithefe interviews: they 
were themfelves witneffes, yet Sir James infenfibly ‘became yéalous 


-of his lady, and Mrs. Freeman of her hufband. 


Ir happened ‘in the May: following, that Sir James went:about 
ten miles out of: town: to be prefent atthe election of a member of 
parliament for the! county, and was not expected ‘to returm till the 
next day.’ Inthe evening his lady ‘tookva chair and wifited: Mrs. 
VFReEeMAN: the-reft of the company went: away ‘early; the Car- 
‘TAIN wasupon guard, Sir JAMEs ‘was'out/of town,: and the two 
ladies after fupper’ fate down to piquet, and: continued the game 
‘without once refle@ing upon the shour : till three :in the mornings 
Lady Forrest would then. have’ gone home ;: but) Mrs. Free: 
‘MAN, perhaps chiefly to conceal a contrary defire, importuned het 
to ftay till the CapTain came jn, and at length with fome. res 


Ju€tance fhe confented. 


AxoutT five'the CAPTAIN came home, and Lady Forres im- 
‘mediately fent out for a chair: a'chair, as‘ it happened; could’ 
not be procured ; buta hackney coach being broweht in its ftead, 
the CapTrain infifted upon waiting on cher ladythip homey: ‘This 
fhe refufed with fome emotion ; it is probable, that the | ftill ‘re- 
garded the Caprarn with lefs indifference than fhe wifhed, and 
was therefore more fenfible of the impropriety of his offer: but 
her reafons for rejecting it, however forcible, being fuch as fhe 
could not allege, he perfifted, and her refolution'was overborne.. By 
this importunate complaifance the Caprain had not only thrown 
Lady Forrest into confufion, but difpleafed his wife: fhe could 
not, however, without unpolitenefs oppofe it; and left her un- 
eafinefs fhould be difcovered, fhe affected a negligence which in 
fome degree revenged it: fhe defired that when he came back 

he 
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he would not difturb her, for that fhe fhould go direétly te bed; 
and added with akind of drowfy infenfibility, ‘‘ ]-am-more than 
<< half afleep already.” | 


Lapy Forrest andthe CaApTain were to go from the Hay- 
market toGrofvenor Square. It was about half an hour after five 
when they got into the coach ; the morning was remarkably fine, 
the late conteft had fhaken off all difpofition to fleep, and Lady 
Forrest could not help faying, that he had much rather take 
a walk in the Park than go home to bed. The Capra. zealoufly 
exprefied the fame fentiment, and propofed that the coach fhould 
fet them down at St. James’s Gate. The Lady, however, had 
nearly the fame objections againft being feen in the Mall without 
any other company than the Caprain, that fhe had againft its - 
‘being known that they were alone together in a hackney coach : 
fhe, therefore, to extricate herfelf from this fecond difficulty, 
propofed that they fhould call at her father’s in Bond-ftreet, and 
take her coufin Meadows, whom fhe knew to be an early rifer, 
with them. ‘This project was immediately put in execution; but 
Lady Forrest found her coufin indifpofed with a celd. When 
fhe had communicated the defign of this early vifit, Mifs Mea- 
dows intreated her to give up her walk in the Park, to ftay till 
the family rofe, and go home after breakfaft: ‘* No,” replied 
Lady Forrest, ‘‘ lam determined upon a walk; but as I muft 
“ firft get rid of Captain Freeman, I will fend down word that 
* T willtake your advice.” A fervant was accordingly difpatched 
to acquaint the Carrain, who was waiting below, that Mifs 
Meadows was indifpofed, and had engaged Lady Forrest to 
break faft. | 


oo 
K 


A ‘a © kK 


Pp 


WG: 
pr WANG 
> 





tai a © 


A DV N T URER. 


NEM, BE ER a. 





To be continued on TuEsDAYsS and SATURDAYS. 





LwU.ES DAY, May Ik; 1753. 








Quid quifque vitet, nunquam homint fatis 
Cautum eft 1n boras.. Hor. 


=> HE Caprain difcharged the coach; but 
being piqued at the behaviour of his wife, and 
feeling that flow of fpirits which ufually re- 
turns with the morning even to thofe who 


have not flept in the night, he had no defire 





to go home, and therefore refolved to enjoy the 


fine morning in the Park alone. 


Lapy Forrest, not doubting but that the CapTarn would im- 
mediately return home, congratulated herfelf upon her deliverance ; 
but at the fame time, to indulge her defire of a walk, followed 


him into the Park, 
Tii THE 
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‘THE Caprain had reached the top of the Mall, and turning 
‘back met her before fhe had advanced two hundred yatds beyond 
the pallace. ‘The moment fhe perceived him, the remembrance 
of her meffage, the motives that produced it, the detection of its 


falfhood and difcovery of its defign, her difappointment and con- 








{cioufnefs of that very fituation which fhe had fo much reafon to 
avoid, all concurred to cover her with confufion which it was im- 
poflible to hide: pride and good breeding were, however, ftill 


predominant over truth and prudence; the was ftill zealous to 





remove from the CAPTarn’s mind any fufpicion of a defign to’ 


{hun him, and therefore with an effort perhaps equal to that of a 








hero who fmiles upon the rack, fhe affected an air of gaiety, faid 


fhe was glad to fee him, and as an excufe for her mefiage os her 





conduct, prattled fomething about the ficklehefs of woman’s mind, 
‘and concluded with obferving that the changed her’s too often 
ever to be mad. By this conduct a retreat was rendered impof- 
fible, and they walked together till between cight and nine: but 
the clouds having infenfibly gathered, and a fudden thow 
juft as they reached Spring-Gardens, they went out initead of 
going back; and the Caprain having put the lady into a chair, 


took his leave. 


Ir happened that Sir Jamzs, contrary to his firft purpofe, had 
returned from his journey at night. He learnt from the fervants, 
that his lady was gone to Captain FrrEMAN’s, and was fecretly 
difpleafed that fhe had made this vifit when he was abfent; an inci- 


dent which, however trifling in itfelf, was by the magic of jealoufy 


{welled into importance : yet upon recollection he reproved him felf 


) 
Hh 


for this difpleafure, fince the prefence of the CaPTAIN’s lady would 


w 
a 


SSS 


{ufficiently fecure the honour of his own. While he was ftrugeling 
with thefe fufpicions, they increafed both in number and ‘ftrength 


Im 
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in proportion as the night wore away. At one he went to bed; 


but he pafi fed the night in agonies of terror and refentment, doubtin: o 


Fas) 


whether the abfence of his lady was the effe@ of accident or defien, 


7 


liftening to every noife, and bewildering himfelf in a multitude of 


extravagant fuppofitions. He rofe again at break of day; and 
after feveral hours of fufpenfe and irrefolution, whether to wait the 


rref 
iffue or go out for intelligence, the reftlefinefs of curiofity sb pape 


1, = fn te 7 ip hc | oT 
and about eight he fet out for Captain FREEMAN’s; but left word 
-f Ae 3 ae ] TAQ 4. : YOM ? xy - fa) 
with his fervants, that he was gone to a neighbouring coftee-houfe. 


I ¢ ? EF a) fatgtad indit¢ > IAG at; 
Mrs. FRremaAN, whofe affected indifference and diffimulation 


‘of a defign to go immediately to bed, contributed to prevent the 


03 


‘CAPTAIN’s return, had during his abfence fuffered inexpreffible 
fhe had, indeed, neither intention to go to bed, nor in- 
clination to fleep; the walked backward and forward in her 
chamber, diftracted with jealoufy and fufpente, till fhe was informed 
AMeEs was below, and defired to fee her. When the 
came down, he difcovered that fhe had been in tears; his fear was 
now more alarmed than his jealoufy, and he concluded that fome 
fatal accident had befallen his wife: but he foon learnt that the 
and the Capratn had gone from thence at five in the morning, 
and that he was not yet returned. Mrs. FREEMAN, by Sir James’s 
enquiry, knew that his lady had not been at home: her fufpicions, 
therefore, were confirmed ; and in her jealoufy, which to prevent 
a duel fhe laboured to conceal, Sir James. found new caufe for 
his own. He determined, however, to wait with as much de- 
till the Caprarn came in; and perhaps two 


1 c 


perfons were never more embarrafled by the prefence of each 


& 
LU 


other. While breakfaft was getting ready, Dr. TATTLE came 


, : ’ 
ay Mrs. FREEMAN a morning vifit; and to the ge ae 


uo} 


to 
relief both of the lady and her gueft was immedic 


Doctor TATTLE is one of thofe male gofflips who in the common 
opinion 

















































































































328 THE ADVENTURER Nove 


opinion are the moft diverting company in the world: the DoGor 
faw that Mrs. FREEMAN was low {pirited, and made feveral ef 
forts to divert her but without fuccefs: at laft he declared with an 
air of ironical importance, that he could tell her fuch news as 
would make her look grave for fomething ; “ the Caprain,” 
fays he, “ has juft huddled a lady into a chair at the door of a 


‘* bagnio near Spring Gardens.” He foon perceived, that this 





fpeech was received with emotions very different from thofe he 


intended to produce; and, therefore, added, “ that the need not, 





“* however, be jealous; for notwithf{tanding the manner in which 
‘<< he had related the incident, the lady was certainly a woman of 
3 é 


““ character, as he inftantly difcovered by her mien and ap~ 





< 


‘© pearance:” this particular confirmed the fuf {picion which it was 


intended to remove; and the Doé@or, finding that he was not 





fo good company as ufual, took his leave, but was met at the 


door by the Caprain who brought him back. His prefence, 
however infignificant, impofed fome reftraint upon the reft of the 
mpany; and Sir James, with as good an appearance of jocu- 
larity as he could aflume, afked the Caprarn “ what he had 
* done with his wife.” The Caprarn with fome irrefolution re- 
plied, that ‘ he had left her carly in the morning at her father’s; 
“* and that having made a point of waiting on her home, fhe fent 
“* word down that her coufin Meadows was indifpofed and had 
** engaged her to breakfaft.”. The Caprain, who knew nothing. 
of the anecdote that had been communicated by the Doétor, 
judged by appearances that it was prudent thus indire@tly to lie, by 
concealing the truth both from Sir James and his wife: he 


fuppofed, indeed, that Sir James would immediately enquire after 


— ae. 


his wife at her father’s, and learn that the did not {tay there to 


PSS 


breakfaft ; but as it would not follow that they had been together, 
he left her to account for her abfence as fhe thought fit, taking for 


granted that what he had concealed the alfo would conceal for the 
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fame reafons ; or if fhe did not, as he had affirmed nothin 1g contrary 
to truth, he might pretend to have concealed ‘it in 1 jeft. Sir JAMEs, 


li 


as foon as he had received this intelligence, took his leave with fome 


appearance of fatisfaction, and was followed by the Doétor. 


As foon as Mrs. FreeMAN and the CapTrarn were alone, 
fhe queftioned him with great earneftnefs about the lady whom he 
had been feen to put into a ‘chair: when he heard-that this incident 
‘had been related in the prefence of Sir James, he was greatly 
‘alarmed left lady Forrest fhould increafe his fufpicions, by at- 
tempting to conceal that which, by a feries of enquiry to which 
he was now ftimulated, ‘he would probably difcover: he con- 
@emned this conduct in himfelf, and as the moft effectual means 
at once to quiet the mind of his wife and obtain her affiftance, he 
told her all that had happened and his apprehenfion of the confe- 
quences: he alfo urged her to go directly to Mifs Meadows, by 
whom his account would be confirmed, and of whom fhe mi: oht 
learn farther intelligence of Sir James; and to find fome way to 
acquaint lady Forrest with her danger, and admonith her to 


cenceal nothing. 


Mrs. FREEMAN ‘was convinced of the CAPT AtN’s fincerity, not 
‘only by the advice which he urged her to give to lady Forrest, but 
by the confiftency of the ftory and the manner in which he was 
affected. Her ‘jealoufy was changed into pity for her friend, and 
apprehenfion for her hufband. She hafted to Mifs Meadows, and 
learnt that Sir James had enquired of the fervant for his lady, and 
was told that fhe had been there early with Captain Freeman, 
but went away foon after him: fherelated to Mifs Meadows all that 
had happened, and thinking it at leaft poffible that Sir James 
might not go directly home, fhe wrote the following Letter to his 
dady. 
Ay 


— 
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“« My dear Lady Forrest, 


T Am in the utmoft diftrefs for you: Sir James has. fufpi- 
4. cions which truth only can remove, and of which my indif- 
cretion is the caufe. If Ishad not concealed my defire of the 
CAPTAIN’s return, your defign to difengage yourfelf from 
him, which I learn from Mifs Meadows, would have been ef- 
fected. Sir James breakfafted with me in the Haymarket ; 
and has fince called at your father’s, from whence I write: he 
knows that your flay here was hort, and has reafon to believe 
the CAPTAIN put-you into a chair fome hours afterwards at 
Spring Gardens. Lhops therefore, my dear lady, that this will 
reach your hands time enough -to-prevent your concealing any 
thing: it would have been better if Su James had known no- 
thing, for then you would not -have been fufpected; but now 
he muft know all, or you cannot be juftified. Forgive the 


freedom with which I write, and believe me moft affectionately 
Yours, 


“ MARIA FREEMAN, 


P..S: I have ordered the bearer to fay he came 


“ from Mrs. Fafhion the milliner.” 


4 


Tus letter was given to a chairman, and he was ordered to 


fay he brought it from the milliner’s ; becaufe if it fhould be known 


to 


come from Mrs. FREEMAN, and fhould fall by accident into 


Sir James’s hands, his curiofity might prompt him to read it, and 


his jealoufy to queftion the lady. without communicating the 


contents. 


Erratum. In the motto of the preceding paper, for Senfum, read Sen/um 
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To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, May 19, 1753. 





— Multos in Jumma pericula mifit 


Venturi timor ipfe malt. LuCANUS. 






an James being convinced, that his lady and 
3) 


ae, the Captain had paffed the morning at 4 
. 7 


father’s, went directly home. His lady was 
3 juft arrived before him, and had not recovered 
from the confufion and dread which feized her, when fhe heard that 
Sir James came to town the night-before, and at the fame inftant 
anticipated the confequences of her own indifcretion. She was 
told he was then at the coffee-houfe, and in a few minutes was 
thrown into an univerfal tremor upon hearing him knock at the 


door. He perceived her diftrefs not with compaffion but rage, 


Kkk becaufe 
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becaufe he believed it to proceed from the confcioufnefs of guilt: 
he turned pale, and his lips quivered; but he fo far reftrained his 
paffion as to afk her without invective, ‘‘ Where, and how the had 


> 


‘¢ paffed the night.” She replied, ** at Captain FReEMAN’s; that 
“© the CAPTAIN was upon guard, that fhe fate up with his Lady 
“ till he came in, and that then infifting to fee her home fhe would 
“ fuffer the coach to go no farther than her father’s, where he 
« left her early in the morning:” fhe had not fortitude to relate 
the fequel, but ftopped with fome appearance of irrefolution and 
terror. Sir James then afked “ If fhe came dire@tly from her 
‘¢ father’s home.” ‘This queftion, and the manner in which it was 
afked, increafed her confufion: to appear to have {topped fhort in 
her narrative, fhe thought would be an implication of guilt, as it 
would betray a defire of concealment; but the paft could’ not be 
recalled, and fhe was impelled by equivocation to falfhood, from 
which, however, fhe would have been kept back by fear, if Sir 
James had not decieved her into a belief that he had been no 
farther than the neighbourhood. After thefe tumultuous reflec- 
tions which paffed in a moment,’ fhe ventured to affirm, that ** fhe 
“ ftaid with Mifs Meadows till eight, and then came home:” but 
fhe uttered this falfhood with fuch marks of guilt and fhame, 
which fhe had indeed no otherwife than by this falfhood. incurred 
or deferved, that Sir James no more doubted her infidelity than 
her exiftence. As her ftory was the fame with that of the Cap- 
TAIN’s, and as one had concealed the truth and the other denied 
it, he concluded there was a'confederacy between them; and de- 
termining firft to bring the Capri to account, he turned’ from 


her abruptly and immediately left the houfe, 


Ar the door he met the chairman who had been difpatched by 


Mrs, Freeman to his lady; and fiercely interrogating him what was 
his 
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his bufinefs, the man produced the letter, and fayine, as he‘ had 
been ordered, that he brought it from Mrs. Fafhion, ‘Sir James 
{natched it from him, and muttering fome expreffions of contempt 


and refentment thruft it into his pocket. 


Ir happened that Sir James did not And the Caprain at home : 


he, therefore, left a billet, in which he requefted to fee him at a 


neighbouring tavern, and added that he had put on his fword. 


In the mean time, his lady, dreading a dilcovery of the fal 
hood which fhe had afferted, difpatched a billet to Captain Frre- 
MAN; in which fhe conjured him asa man of honour, for parti- 
cular reafons not to own to Sir James, or any other perfon, that 
he had feen her after he had left her at her father’s: the alfo wrote 
to her coufin Meadows, intreating, that if the was queftioned by 
Sir James, he might be told that the ftaid with her til! eight 


o'clock, an hour at which only herfelf and the fervants were up. 


Tue billet to Mifs Meadows came foon after the chairman 
had returned with an account of what had happened to the letter ; 
and Mrs. FREEMAN was juft gone in great hafte to relate this ac- 
cident to the CAPTAIN, as it was of importance that he thould 
know it before his next interview with Sir James: but the 
CapTain had been at home before her, and had received both 
Sir James’s billet and that of his lady. He went immediately to 
the tavern, and, inquiring for Sir James Forrest, was fhewn 
into a back room up one pair of ftairs: Sir James received his 
falutation without reply, and inftantly bolted the door. His jea- 
loufy was complicated with that indignation and contempt, which 
a fenfe of injury from a perfon of inferior rank never fails to pro- 
duce; he, therefore, demanded of the Caprain in a haughty 


fone, 
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tone, ‘‘ Whether he had not that morning been in company with 
“* his wife, after he had left her at her father’s >”? The CAPTAIN, 
who was incenfed at Sir James’s manner, and deemed himfelf 
engaged in honour to keep the lady’s fecret, anfwered that “ after 


«© what he had faid in the morning, no man hada right to fup- 


¢ 


A 


pofe he had feen the lady afterwards ; that to infinuate the con- 


trary, was obliquely to charge him witha falfhood ; that he 


was bound to anfwer no fuch queftions, till they were properly 


ce 
€¢ 


“ explained ; and that as a gentleman he was prepared to vindi- 


“ cate his honour.” » Sir James juftly deemed this reply an equi- 
vocation and an infult ; and being no longer able to reftrain his 
rage, he curfed the CapTain as a liar and a {coundrel, and at 
the fame time ftriking him a violent blow with his fift, drew his 
{word and put himfelf in a pofture of defence. Whatever defign . 
the CAPTAIN might have had to bring his friend to temper, 
and reconcile him to his wife, when he firft entered the room, he 
was now equally enraged, and indeed had fuffered equal indignity ; 
he, therefore, drew at the fame inftant, and after a few defperate 


afles on both fides he received a wound in his breaft, and reeline 
P ) o 


backward a few paces fell down. 


Tue noife had brought many people to the door of the room, 
and it was forced open juft as the Capram received his wound : 
Sir JAMES was fecured, and a meflenger was difpatched for a 
furgeon. In the mean time the Caprarn perceived himfelf to 
be dying; and whatever might before have been his opinion ‘of 
right and wrong and honour and fhame, he now thought all diffi- 
mulation criminal, and that his murderer had a right to that truth 
which he thought it meritorious to deny him when he was his 
friend ; he, therefore, earneftly defired to {peak a few words’ to 
him in private: this requeft was immediately granted ; the perfons 


who 
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who. had rufhed in withdrew, contenting themfelves to keep guard 
at the door; and the Caprain beckoning Sir Jamzs to kneel 
down by him, then told him, that ‘“ however’ his lady might 
“« have been furprized or betrayed by pride or fear into difimu- 
‘¢ Jation or falfhood, fhe was innocent of the crime which he 
“* fuppofed her follicitous to conceal :” he then briefly related all 
the events as they had happened ; and at laft, erafping his hand, 
urged him to efcape from the window, that he might be a friend 
to his widow and to his child, if its birth fhowld not be prevented 
by the death of its father. Sir James yielded to the force of this 
motive, and efcaped as the Caprain had directed. In his way 


to Dover he read the letter which he had taken from the chair- 


man, and the next poft inclofed it in the following to his lady. 


“My dear CHARLOTTE, 


*¢ WF Am the moft wretched of all men; but I do not upbraid 
b. you as the caufe: would to God that I were not more guilty 
«© than you! We are the martyrs of diffimulation. By diffimula- 
«© lation dear Captain FREEMAN was induced to wafte thofe 
«¢ hours with you, which he would otherwife have enjoyed with 
“* the poor unhappy diffembler his wife. Trufting in the fuccefs 
«© of diffimulation, you was tempted to venture into the Park, 
‘© where you met him whom you withed to fhun. By detecting 
« diffimulation in the Caprain, my fufpicions were increafed ; 
«and by diffimulation and falfhood you confirmed them: but 
“* your diffimulation and falfhood were the effects of mine; yours 
“ were ineffectual, mine fucceeded: for I left word that I was 
“ gone no farther than the Coffee-houfe, that you might not 
« fufped I had learned too much to be deceived. By the fuccefs 
‘© of a lie put into the mouth of a chairman, I was prevented fror 


“* reading 
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<« reading a letter which at laft would have undeceived me’; and 


« by perfifting in difimulation, the CarpTain has made his 


¢ 


n 


friend a fugitive, and his wife a widow. ‘Thus does infincerity 
“ terminate in mifery and confufion, whether in its immediate 
<¢ purpofe it fucceeds oris difappointed. O my dear CHARLOTTE? 
“* if ever we meet again—to meet again in peace is impoflible— 
“ but if ever we meet again, let us refolve to be fincere: to be 


“© fincere is to be wife, innocent, and fafe. We venture to 


i. 


“ commit faults which fhame or fear would prevent, if we did 


ot hope to conceal them by a lie. But in the labyrinth of 
j 


e¢ 


5 


<< falfhood, men meet thofe evils which they feck to avoid; and 
‘as in the ftrait path of truth alone they can fee’ before them, in 
“ the ftrait path of truth alone they can perfue felicity with 
“ fuccefs, Adieu! J am—dreadful!—I can fubfcribe nothing 


¢¢ that does not reproach and torment me— Adieu!” 


Wiurun a few weeks after the receipt of this letter, the un- 
‘happy lady heard that her hufband was caft away: in his paflage to 


France. 
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To be continued on TuEspays and SATURDAYS. 








TUESDAY, May 22, 1753. 





tie Nee vox hominem fonat— VIRG. 


To the ADVENTURER: 








WONGINUS ‘proceeds to addrefs his friend 


2 TERENTIANUs in the followmg manner. 


oe Ir is the peculiar privilege of poetry, not 

y Kr only to place material objects in the moft ami- 
j ey able attitudes, and to. clothe them in the moft 
graceful drefs, but alfo to give life and motion 
to immaterial beings, and form, and colour, and action, even to 
Bpftract ideas; to embody the Virtuss, the Vices, and the Pas- 
sIoNs; and to bring before our eyes, as on a ftage, every faculty 


SN eth 
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of the human mind. 
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Prosopoporra, therefore, or perfonification, conducted with 
‘dignity and propriety, may be juftly efteemed one of the greateft 
‘efforts of the creative power of a warm and lively i imagination. Of 
this figure many illuftrious examples maybe produced from the 
Jewifh writers I have -been fo earneiftly-recofamending to your 
perufal; among whom, every part and obje& of nature is animated, 
and endowed with fenfe, with paflion, and with language, 


To ‘fay that ‘the lightning obeyed the -commands of ‘GOD, 
‘would of itfelf be fufficiently fublime: but a Hebrew bard exprefies 
‘this idea with far greater energy and life: “* Canft thou fend 
“** lightnings, thatthey may go, and fay unto thee, Here we are!” 
And again, ‘“ God fendeth forth light -and:it goeth; he-calleth it 
“* again, and it obeyeth him with ‘fear.” How ‘animated, how 
-emphatical, is this unexpected anfwer, ‘Here we.are!” 


PLATO, ‘with a divine ‘boldnefs, introduces ‘in his:Crrro, the 
: Laws of Athens pleading with Socrares, and diffuading him from 
an attempt to efcape from the prifon in which he was confined ; and 
*the Roman rival of Demostuenes has made his country tenderly 
expoftulate with Caritinr, on the: dreadful miferies which his 
rebellion would devolve on her head. ‘But will 4 candid: critic. pre- 
fer either of thefe admired, perfonifications, to thofe paffages:in the 
Jewith poets, where Babylon, or Jerufalem, or Tyre, are repre- 
{ented as fitting on the duft, covered: with fackcloth, ‘{tretching out 
their hands in vain, and loudly lamenting their defolation? Nay, far 
ther, will he reckonthem ever equal to ihe following fictions? Wrs- 
DOM is introduced, faying of herfelf; “« When GOD prepared the 
** heavens, y was there; when he ra a circle upon the face of the 
** deep, when he gave to the fea his decree that the waters thould 
“* not pafs i" iis commandments, when he appointed thé fotindations 
“ of the earth, then was I by him as one brought up with him; 
«and -I was daily his delight, playing always before him.” 
Where FerentraAnus, fhall we find our Minerva {peaking with 
fuch dignity and elevation? "The goddefs of the Hebrew bard, is 
not only the patronefs and inventrefs of arts and learning, the 
‘parent of felicity and fame, the guardian and conduétrefs of human 
life; but fhe.is painted as immortal and-eternal, the-conftant com- 
panion 
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panion of the great CREATOR himfelf, and the partaker of 
what ° } 7 ro v8 @ 5 : 
his-councils and defigns.. Still bolder is the other Profopopeeia : 


*¢ DesTRucTIon and Deatu fay (of Wispom,) we have heard 
‘¢ the fame thereof with our ears.’ If pretenders to tafte and. 


























judgment cenfure fuch a fiction as extravagant and wild, I defpife 


























their frigidity and grofs infenfibility. 


Wuen JEHOVAH 1s reprefented as defcending to punith 
‘the earth in his juft anger, it is added, ‘“‘ Before him went the 
«© PestTiLeNce.” When the Babylonian tyrant is deftroyed, “ the 
** fir-trees rejoice at his fall, and the cedars of Lebanon, faying, 








«< fince thou art laid down, no feller is come up againft us.” And 
at the captivity of Jerufalem, the very ramparts and the walls 
lament, ‘“ they languith together.” Read likewife the following 
addrefs, and tell me what emotion you feel at the time of perufal: 
“< O thou fword of the Lord, how long will it be ere ‘thou be 
« quiet? put up thyfelf into thy fcabbard, reft, and be filent.” 
Art thou not amazed and delighted, my friend, to behold joy, 
and anguifh, and revenge, afcribed to the trees of the foreft, to 
walls, and warlike inftruments? 





























Berore I*conclude thefe obfervations I cannot forbear taking 
: 


notice of two remarkable paffages in the Hebrew writers, becaufe 
‘they bear a clofe refemblance with two 1n our own tragedians. 


Soprocies, by a noble Profopopceeia, thus aggravates the mifery 
“of the Thebans, vifited by a dreadful plague“ Hell-is enriched 
“s¢ with groans and lamentations.” ‘This image is heightened by 
“a Jewith author, who defcribes Hell, as “an enormous monfter, 
‘s¢ who hath extended and enlarged himfelf, .and opened his infati- 





“¢ able mouth without-meafure.” 


CassANDRA, in Escuytus, ftruck with the treachery and bar- 
barity of Clytemneftra, who is murdering her hufband Agamem- 
non, feddenly exclaims in a prophetic fury, “ fhall Icall her the 
“¢ direful mother of Hell!” To teprefent the moft terrible fpecies 
of deftruction, the Jewith poet fays, “ The firft born of death thall 


“« devour-his-firength.” 
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Bestpes the attribution of perfon and action, to obje&s imme- 


‘terial or inanimate, there is: full another {pecies of the Profopopeeia, 


no Jefs lively and beautifal than the former; when.a real perfon is 


introduced {peaking with propriety.and decorum. ‘The {peeches 
which the Jewith .poets .have put «inte the mouth ef their 


JEHOVAH, are worthy the greatnefs and incomprehenfible 
‘majefty of the ALL-PERFECT BEING, Hear him afking 
-one 6f his creatures, with a.lefty kind of irony, ‘‘ Were waft thou, 
‘© when I laid the:foundations of the earth? declare, if thou haft 


‘“* underftanding. Who hath laid the meafures-thereof, if thou 
“* knoweft? .or who hath f{tretched the line upen it? Whereon 
‘ are the -foundations thereof faftened, or who laid the corner- 


ftone.? When the .morning ftars fang together, and all the 


* fons of GOD fhouted fer joy? Or who fhut up the fea with 


« doors, when it brake forth as if it had iffued out eftthe womb ? 
When I brake up for it my decreed place, and fet bars..and 
‘* doors, and faid, Hitherto fhalt:thou-come, but.no further, and 


“* here fhall the pride of thy waves be ftayed.” Jow..can we 


reply to thefe fublime inquiries, but.in the words that follow? 
“* Behold, Iam vile, what hall Ianfwer thee? I will lay mine 
‘© hand upon my mouth.” 


I have in a former treatife obferved to you, that Homer has 
degraded his Gods into men: thefe writers alone have not violated 
the DIVINE MAJESTY by inadequate and indecent repre- 
fentations, but have made the great ‘CREATOR a@ and 
fpeak, in a manner fuitable to the {upreme dignity of his nature, 
as far as the. grofinefs. of mortal conceptions will permit. ~Frona 
the fublimity and {piritwality of their notions, fo different in de- 
gree and kind from thofe of the moft exalted philofophers; one 
may, perhaps, be inclined to think their claim to a divine inf{pirae 
tion, reafonable and juft, fince GOD alone can defcribe himfelf 


‘to man. 


I had written thus far, when I received difpatches from the 
emprefs ZENOBIA, with orders to attend ‘her inftantly at PatrmyRAs 
but am refolved, before I fet out, to add to this letter a few re- 
anarks on the beautiful comparifons of the Hebrew poets. 

THE 
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Tue ufe of fimilies in general confitts in the illuftration or am- 
plification of any fubject, or in prefenting pleafing pictures: to the 
mind by the fuggeftion of new images. Homer and the Hrsrew 
bards difdain minute refemblances, and feek not an exaé corre= 
fpondence with every feature of the obje& they introduce. Pro- 
vided a general likenefs appear, they think it fufficient. Not {ol- 
licitous for exactnefs, which in every work is the fure criterion of 
a cold and creeping genius, they introduce many circumftances 
that perhaps have no direct affinity to the fubje@, but taken all to- 
gether contribute to the variety and the beauty of the piece. 


Tue pleafures of friendfhip and benevolence are compared to 
the perfumes that flow from the ointments ufually poured on the 
prieft’s head, which run down to his beard‘and even to the fkirts 
of his clothing. ‘The fun rifing and breaking in upon the thades 
of night, is compared to a bridegroom iffuing out of his chamber ; 
in allufion to the Jewith cuftom, of ufhering the bridegroom from 
his chamber at midnight with great folemnity and fplendor, pre- 
ceded by the light of innumerable lamps and torches. How 
amiably is the tendernefs and follicitude of GOD for his fa- 
vourites expreffed! ‘ As the eagle ftirreth up her. neft, fluttereth 
<< over her young,’ fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
«¢ beareth them on her wings, fo the Lord alone did lead them!” 
On the other hand, how dreadfully is his indignation defcribed ! 
<< J will be unto them asa lion, asa leopard by the way will I 
<¢ obferve them. I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of 
<< her whelps, and I will rent the caul of their heart.” A litle 
afterwards the fcene fuddenly changes, and divine favour is painted 
by the following fimilitudes: ‘ I will be as the dew unto Judea, 
«© he fhall grow as the lilly; his branches fhall fpread, and his 
«« beauty fhall be as the olive tree, and his fmell like Mount Lis 
<< banus.” MENANDER himfelf, that juft characterizer of human 
life, has not given us a more apt and lively comparifon than the 
following: “As the climbing a fandy way is to the feet of the 
*« aged, fo is a wife full of words to a quiet man.” Nor has one 
of our Grecian poets fpoken fo feelingly, fo eloquently, or fo ele- 
gantly of beauty, as the emperor Soromon of his miftrefs, or 
bride, in images perfectly original and new. ‘“ Thy hair,” fays 
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he, “ is asa flock of goats that appear from Mount Gilead ; thy 
«¢ teeth are like a flock of fheep that are even fhorn, which come 
‘up from the wafhing :” by which fimilitude their exa& equality, 
evennefs, and whitenefs, are juftly reprefented. Thy neck is 
« like the tower of David, builded for an armoury, whereon there 
«© hang athoufand bucklers, all fhields of mighty men :” that is, 
{trait and tall, and adorned with golden chains and the richett jewels 
of the Eaft. ‘* Thy two breafts are like two young roes that are 
‘© twins, which feed among the lillies:” the exquifite elegance 
and propriety of which fimilitude need not be pointed out, and 


cannot be excelled. 


I have purpofely referved one comparifon for a conclufion, not 
only for the fake of its beauty and juftnefs, but becaufe it defcribes 
a friendfhip fo different from the conftancy which I hope will ever 
be the character of yours and mine. ‘* My brethren,” fays the 
writer, ‘“‘ have dealt deceitfully with me. They are like torrents. 
“© which when fwoln and encreafed with winter fhowers and the 
«* meltings of ice, promife great and unfailing plenty of waters ; 
“ but in the times of violent heats, fuddenly are parched up and 
*¢ difappear. The traveller in the deferts of Arabia feeks for them 
‘“‘ in vain; the troops of Sheba looked, the companies of Tema 
‘ waited for them: they came to the accuftomed {prings for re- 
“* lief ; they were confounded, they perifhed with thirft.” 


~ 


In giving you thefe fhort {pecimens of Jewifh poefy, I think I 
may compare myfelf to thofe {pies which the above mentioned 
Moses difpatched, to difcover the country he intended to conquer ; 
and who brought from thence, as evidences of its fruitfulnefs, the 
moft delicious figs and pome-granates, and a branch with one clufter 
of grapes, ‘‘ fo large and weighty,” fays the hiftorian, ‘ that they 
‘«* bare it between two upon a ftaff.” Farewell. 
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To be continued on TuEesDAYs and SATURDAYS. 





SATURDAY, May 26, 1753. 





Damnant quod non inteliiguit. ‘Cre. 





sURIPIDES, ‘having prefented Socrates 
x 


#i,- with the writings of Heraciigus, a philofo- 


quired afterwards his opinion of .their merit. 
«¢ What I underftand,” faid Socrares, ““I'find 
“‘ to be excellent; and, therefore, .believe:that 


“to be of equal value which I.cannot underftand.” 


“Tue réfiection of every man who reads’this pafiage, will ‘fuggeft 
to him the difference between the practice of Socrates, and that. 
of modern critics: Socrates, who had’by long obfervation upon 
himfelf and others, difcovered the weaknefs of the ‘ftrongeft, and 
‘the dimnefs of the moft enlightened intelle&t, was afraid to decide 
shaftily in his own favour, or to conclude.that an author had written 


Mmm without 
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without meaning, becaufe he could not immediately catch his 
ideas: he knew that the faults ef books are often more july im- 
putable to the reader, who fometimes wants attention, and fome- 
times penetration; whofe underftanding is often obftrudted by 
prejudices, and oftentimes diffipated by remiffnefs; who comes 
fometimes to a new ftudy, unfurnifhed with the knowledge pre- 
vioufly neceflary; and finds difficulties infuperable, for want of 


ardour fufficient to enceunter them. 


Oxzscuriry and clearnefs are relative terms: to {ome readers 
‘{carce any book is eafy, to others not many are difficult: and furely 
‘they, whom neither any exuberant praife beftewed by others, nor 
any eminent conque{ts over ftubborn problems, have entitled to 
exalt themfelves above the common orders of mankind, might 
condefcend to imitate the candour of SocRATES ; and where they 
‘find inconteftable proofs of fuperior genius, be content to think 
that there is juftnefs in the connexion which they cannot trace, and 


cogency in the reafoning which they cannot comprehend. 


‘Tus difiidence ts never.more reafonable, than in the perufal of 
the authors of antiquity; of thofe whofe works have been the 
delight of ages, and tran{mitted as the great inheritance of man- 
kind from one generation to another : furely, no man can, without 
the utmoft arrogance, imagine, that he brings any fuperiority 
of underftanding to the perufal of thofe books which have bee, 
preferved in the devaftation of cities, and fnatched up from the 
wreck of nations; which thefe who fled before barbarians have 
been careful to. carry off in the hurry of migration, and ef which 
barbarians have repented the deftruétion. If in books thus made 
venerable by the“uniform atteftation of fucceffive ages, any paflages 
fhall appear unworthy of that praife which they have formerly re- 
ceived; let us not immediately determine, that they owed their 
seputation to duinefs or bigottry: but fufped at leaft that our an- 


ceftors 
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ceftors had fome reafons for their opinions, and that our ignorance 


of thefe reafons makes us differ from them. 


Ir often happens, that an author’s reputation is endangered in 
fucceeding times, by that which raifed the loudeft applaufe among 
his cotemporaries: nothing is read with greater pleafure than allu- 
fions to recent facts, reigning opinions, or prefent controverfies; 
but when facts are forgotten, and controverfies extinguifhed, thefe 
favourite touches lofe all their grace; andthe author in his defcent 
to pofterity muft be left to the mercy of chance, without any’ 
power of afcertaining the memory of thofe things, te which he 


owed his luckieft thoughts, and his kindeft reception, 


On fuch occafions every reader fhould remember the diffidence 
of Socrares, and repair by his candour the injuries of time; he 
fhould impute the feeming defects of his author to fome chafm of 
intelligence, and fuppofe, that the fenfe which is now weak was 
once forcible, and the expreflien which is now dubious formerly 


«determinate: 


How much the mutilation of antient hiftory has taken away 
from the beauty of poetical performances, may be conjectured 
from the light which a lucky commentator fometimes effufes, by 
the recovery of an incident that had been long forgotten: thus in 
the third book of Herace, Juno's denunciations againit thofe 
that fhould prefume to raife again the walls of Troy, could for 
many ages pleafe only by {plendid images and {welling language, 
of which no man difcovered the ufe or propriety, till Le Fevre, 
by fhewing on what eccafion the Ode was written, changed wonder 
to rational delight. Many paflages yet undoubtedly remain in the 
fame author, which an exacter knowledge of the incidents of his 


time would clear from objections. Ameng thefe I have always 


numbered the following lines ; 
Aurun 
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Aurum «per -medios tre fatellites, 
Lit perrumpere amat faxa, potentius 
Iétu fulmineo. Concidit Augurss 
Ar givi domus ob lucrum 
Demerfa excidio. Diffidit ucbium 
Portas vir Macedo, et fubruit aemulos 
Reges muneribus. Munera navium 


Sevos illaqueant duces. 


‘Tue clofe of this paffage, by which every reader is now: dif- 
appointed and offended, was probably the delight:of the Roman 
court: it cannot be imagined, that Horacz, after ‘having given 
to-gold-the force of thunder, «and:told sof :its.power to:ftorm cities 
and to-conquer ‘kings, would ‘have concluded his:account of its 
efficacy with its influence-over naval‘commanders, had the :not al- 
luded to fome fa then current in the-mouths ‘of ‘men, and there- 
fore more interefting for a time than-the' conquefts’of Philip. Of 
‘the like kind may be reckoned another ftanza inthe fame book: 

a Fula coram now fire .confcto 
- Surgit marito, fea vocat inftitor, 
Seu navis Hifpane :magifter, 


Dedecorum ,pretiofus. emptor. 


He has Tittle ‘knowledge of Horace who .imagines that the 
ifactor, or the Spanifh merchant, are .mentioned by chance: there 
‘was undoubtedly fome popular ftory'of an intrigue, which :thofe 


‘names recalled te the memory of -his’reader. 


Tue ‘flame of his genius in other jparts, though fomewhat 
dimmed: by time, isnot totally eclipfed: his addrefs and judgment 
“yet appear, though much of the fpirit and vigour of his fentiment.is 


‘loft. this has happened .to the twentieth Ode of :the fixit book ; 


Vile 
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Vile potabis modicis Sabinum 
Cantharis, Grecd quod ego ipfe ted 
Conditum levi ; datus in theatro 

Cum tibi plaufus, 
Chare Macenas eques. Ut paterni 
Fluminis ripe, fimul et jocofa 
Redderet laudes tibi Vaticanz 


Montis imago. 


We -here eafily remark the intertexture of a happy comipli- 
‘ment with an humble invitation; but certainly are lefs delighted 
than thofe, ‘to whom the ‘mention of the applaufe beftowed upon 
‘Mecenas, gave.occafion to recount the attions or words that pro- 
«duced :it. 


Two lines which have exercifed the ingenuity of modern 
critics, may, I think, be -reconciled to the judgment, by an eafy 


fuppofition: Horace thus addrefles Agrippa ; 


Scriberis Vario fortis, et hoftium 


Victor, Meonii carminis alite. 


Tuat Varius fhould be called a bird of Homeric fong, ap- 
ipears fo harfh to modern ears, that an emendation of the text has 
been propofed: -but furely the learning -of the antients had been 
long ago obliterated, had every man thought himéelf at liberty to 
corrupt the lines which he did not underftand. If we imagine 
that Varius had been by any of his cotemporaries celebrated under 
the appellation of Mu/farum ales, the {wan of the Mufes, the lan- 
guage of Horace becomes graceful and familiar; and that fuch a 
compliment was at leaft poflible, we know from the transforma. 


tion feigned by Horace of himéelf. 
THE 
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THE moft elegant compliment that was paid to ADDISON, is 
of this ob{cure and perifhable kind: 


When panting virtue her laft efforts made, 
You brought your Clio to the virgin’s aid. 


Turse lines mutt pleafe as long as they are underftoed, but can 
be underftood only by thofe that have obferved Appison’s fignatures 
in the Spectator. 


Tue nicety of thefe minute allufions I thal exemplify by another 
inftance which I take this occafion to mention, becaufe, as I am 
told, the commentators have omitted it. “Tibullus addreffes Cynthia 

in this manner ; 


Te fpettem, fuprema mibi cum venerit hora, 


Te teneam moriens defictente man. 


“To thefe lines Ovid thus refers in his elegy on the death of 
Tibullus ; 
Cynthia decedens, felicius, inquit, amata 
Sum tibi., vixifti dum tuus ignis eram. 
Cui Nemefis, quid, att, tibi_funt mea damna dolort 2 


Me tenuit moriens deficiente MN. 


Tur beauty of this paflage, which confifts in the appropriation 
made by Nemefis of the line originally directed to Cynthia, had 
been wholly imperceptible to fucceeding ages, had chance, which 


has deftroyed fo many greater volumes, deprived us likewife of the 


Poems of Tibullus. 
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Si Pierid Quadrans tibi nullus in Arcé 
‘Oftendatur, ames nomen vidtumque Machere ; 
Et vendas potius, commifja quod LAuétio vendtt 
Stantibus, Ocenophorum, Tripodes, Armaria, Ciftas, 








Halcyenem Bacchi, Thebas, &§ Terea Fauft. Juv. 
e HE indigence of authors, and particularly of 
& poets, has long been the object of lamentation 
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and ridicule, of compaffion and contempt. 


vs 


fynt 


7 ee 

\ oes pep! ° 
g Shae Ir has been obferved, that not one favourite 
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of the Mules has ever been able to build a 
houfe, fince the days of AMPHION ; and that the greateft punifh- 
ment that can poffibly be inflicted on them, is to oblige them to 


fup in their own lodgings, 
Non Molle. 
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mmm Molles ubi reddunt ova columbe. 


‘BoILeau introduces Damon, whofe writings entertained and in- 
ftructed the city and the court, as having paft the {ummer without 
a fhirt and the winter without.a cloak, and refolving at laft ta far: 
fake Paris, 





ou la vertu n'a plus ni Feu ni Lieu; 
and to find out a retreat in fome diftant. grotto, 


D’ ot jamais ni 7 Hurfier, ni le Sergent -n’ approche; 


Safe, where no critics damn, no duns moleft. Popr. 


“ Tue rich comedian,” fays BruveEre, “lolling in his gilt:chariot, 

© befpatters the face of CoRNEILLE, walking afoot:” and 
JovENAL remarks, that his cotemporary bards generally qualified 

‘themfeves by their diet, to make excellent buftos; that they were 


warm themfelves for nothing; and that it was the common fate of 


the fraternity, 
Pallere & vinum toto nefcere Decembri. 


Vircix himfelf is {trongly fufpected to have lain ah the ftreets, or 
onfome Roman bulk, when he {peaks fo feelingly ofa rainy and 


tempeftuous night in his well known epigram. 


Frew‘ perhaps wander among the laurels of Parnaifas, but who 


have reafon ardently to with and to exclaim with Aineas, but 


without the hero’s good fortune, 


Sz nunc fe nobis tlle aureus.arbore ramus 





Offendat nemore in tanto! 


The: patronage of Lelius and Scipio did. not enable TrerENcE. to 
rent a houfe. Tasso, in a humorous fonnet addrefted to -his 


favourite 
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favourite cat, earneftly entreats her to lend him the light of her eyes 
during his midnight ftudies, not being himfelf able to purchafe a 
candle to write by. Dante the Homer of Italy, and Camoens 
of Portugal, were both banifhed and imprifoned. Cervantes, 
perhaps the moft original genius the world’ ever beheld, perifhed 
by want in.the ftreets of Madrid. And a writer, little inferior to 
the Spaniard in the exquifitenefs of his humout and raillery, I mean 
Erasmus, after the tedious wanderings of many years, from city 
to city, and from patron to patron, praifed and promifed, and de- 
ceived by all, obtained no fettlement but with his printer. “At 
«© Jaft,” fays he, in one of his epiftles, “ I fhould have been ad- 
<‘ vanced to a cardinalfhip, if there had not been a decree in my 
‘’ way, by’which thofe are fecluded from this honour, whofe in- 


«© come amounts notito three thoufand ducats.” 


I remember to have read a fatire in profe, entitled, 4 Poet bath 
bought a boufe. "The poet having purchafed a houfe, the matter was 
immediately laid before the parliament of poets, affembled on that 
important occafion, as a thing unheard of, as a very bad precedent, 
and of moft pernicious confequence; and accordingly a very fevere 
fentence was pronounced on the buyer. When the members came 
to give their votes, it appeared there was not a fingle perfon in the 
affembly, who through the favour of powerful patrons, or their 
own happy genius, was worth fo much as to-be proprietor of a houfe, 
either by inheritance or purchafe. All of them neglecting their 
private fortunes, confeffled and boafted, that they lived in lodgings. 
The poet was, therefore, ordered to-fell his houfe immediately, to 
buy wine with the money for their entertainment, in order to make 
fome expiation for his enormous crime, and to teach him to live 


unfettled and without care, like a’true poet. 


OUCH 
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Sucu_are the ridiculous, and fuch the pitiable {tories related, to 
expofe the poverty of -poets. indifferent. ages and nations; but 
which I.am inclined to think are rather the boundlefs exaggerations 
of fatire and fancy, than the fober refult of experience, and the 
determination of truth and judgment : for the general pofition may 
be contradicted by numerous examples ; and it may, perhaps, ap- 
pear on refletion. and examination, that the art is-not chargeable 
with the faults and failings of its particular profeffors, and that 
thofe who are indigent poets, would have been indigent merchants 


and mechanics. 


THE neglect of oeconomy, in which great geniufes are fuppofed 
to have indulged themfelves, has unfortunately given authority and 
juftification to careleffnefs and extravagance infomuch that many 
a minute rhymer has fallen into diffipation and drunkennefs, be- 
caufe Burrer.and Orway lived and died in an.alehoufe. - As 
the .Macedonian courtiers mimicked the wrynefs of Alexander’s 
neck, fo thefe fervile imitators follow their mafters in all that dif- 
eraced them ; contract immoderate debts, becaufe DryprEn died 
infolvent ; and negle& to change their linnen, -becaufe Smiru was 
a floven: . “ If I fhould happen to look pale,” fays Horacr, 
“ all the hackney writers in. Rome would immediately drink 
“ cummin to gain the fame complexion.” . And I myfelf am ac- 
quainted with a witling who ufes.a glafs, only becaufe Popz was 


near fighted. 


I can eafily conceive, that a mind occupied and overwhelmed 
with the weight and immenfity of its own conceptions, glancing 
with aftonifhing rapidity from: heaven to earth,.and from.earth to 
heaven, cannot willingly fubmit to the dulnefs and drudgery of 
examining the juftnefs and accuracy of a butcher’s bill. To defcend 


from the wideft and moft comprehenfive views of nature, and 


weigh 
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weigh-out hops for a brewing, muft be invincibly difgufting to a 
true genius: to be able to build imaginary palaces of the moft 
exquifite architecture, but yet not to pay a carpenter’s bill, is a 
cutting mortification and difgrace: to be ruined by purfuing the 
precepts of Virgilian agriculture, and by plowing claffically, with- 
out attending to the whelefome monitions of bw Briti/h farmers, 
ds a -circumftance that aggravates the failure of a crop, toa man 
who withes to have lived in the Auguftan age, and defpifes the 
fyftem of .medern hufbandry. 


YrrustTRious and numerous are the examples, however, that 
‘may be produced of poets, who have condefcended to the cares of 
oeconomy, and who have conducted their families with all the 
‘parfimony and regularity of an alderman; who have not fuper- 
-cilioufly difdained to enter into the concerns of common life, and 
to fubfcribe to and fludy certain neceflary dogma’s of the vulgar, 
‘convinced of their utility and-expediency, and well knowing that 
becaufe they are vulgar, they are, theréfore, both important and 


“truce. 


Ir we caft our eyes backwards on antiquity, or furvey ages 
nearer our own, ‘we fhall find feveral of the greateft geniufes {6 far 
from being funk in indigence, that we fee many of them enjoying 
fplendor and honours, ‘or at leaft fecured againft the anxieties of 
poverty, by a decent.competence, and plenty of the conveniences 
of life. 


/ESCHYLuUsS was an officer of no mean rank in the Athenian 
army at the :celebrated battle of Marathon; and SopHoctes was 
an accomplifhed general, who commanded his countrymen in fe- 
veral moft important expeditions: THrocrirus was carefied and 
enriched by Ptolomy; and the gaiety of ANACREON was the refult 
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of cafe and plenty: ‘Pawpar was better'rewarded for many of his 
‘odes, than any other ‘bard. ancient or) modern, except perhaps 
Bozieav for his celebrated piece :of flattery on the taking Namur 
Virers at laft poffefied a fine: houfe at: Reme, ‘anda Villa at 
Naples: “* Horace,’ fays Swrrr in’ ene..of his; leGures on 
ceconomy to Gay, “ [am fure:kept his ‘coach.:” Lucan and 
Sitius Jraricus dwelt in marble palaces, and -had their gardens 
aderned with the .moft exquifite and capital.ftatues of “Greece.: 
CoRNEIL LE and Racine were both’ admirable mafters 
‘of their families, faithful hufbands, and prudent oeconomitfts:: 
Boirgeau, -by the liberalities:of Lewis, was enabled to purchafe a 
delightful privacy at Auteuzl, was eminently fkilled in the manage-~ 
ment of his.finances, and defpifed'that affe@ation,which arrogantly 
aims to .place itfelf above the .neceffary .decorums and rules of 
civil life: in all which particulars they were equalled by App1son 


and Pope. 


_ Ir ought not, therefore, to be-concluded from.e few examples 
to the contrary, that poetry and prudence are incompatible, Let 
thofe who are bleft with genius recolle&, that ozconomy is the 
parent of INTEGRITY, of LIBERTY, ‘and of EAsEs and the beau- 
teous fifter of TEMPERANCE, .of .CHEARFULNESS, and HEALTH: 
and that PROFUSENEss is.a.cruel and crafty demon,’ that gradually 
involves: her followers in dependance and debts; that is, fetters 


them with “ irons that enter into their fouls.” 
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To be continued on TuESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 





SATURDAY, June 2, 1753. 





Sus eft et ab hofte doceri. OvIp. 


3 O: have delayed the publication of the following 
letter, would have been furely inexcufable; as it 
is fubfcribed with the name of a very great 
se perfonage, who has been long celebrated for 
hawad? his fuperiority'of genius and ieieiedes: and. 
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Se whofe abilities will not appear to have been 
exaggerated by fervility or faction, when his genuine productions 
{hall be better known. He has, indeed, been fufpected of fome 
attempts againft’ REVEALED Rezicion; but the letter which I 


have the honour to publith, will do juftice to his character, and 


fet his principles in a new light. 


Ooo. To 
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To the ADVENTURER. 


S IR; 
S your principal defign is to revive the practice of virtue, by 
eftablifhing the CurisTran RELicron; you will naturally 


conclude, that your views and*mine are directly oppofite: and my 
eee to fhew, that it 1s your intereft to admit my correfpon- 
dence; will, therefore, be confidered as a proof of the contrary. 
You will, however, foon difcover, that by promoting yc 





I feek my own; and when you have read neg le Her you will be 
far from fufpecting, that under a {pecious fhow of concurrence in 


your undertaking, I have concealed an attempt to render it in- 


-effeCtual. 


** NEVER to give up the prefent for the future,” is a maxim 


which I have always taught both by precept and example: I con- 
fider the Now, as the whole of my Sa Tene Ane therefore, to. 
improve it, is the whole of my ft ady. And, ind ced, | h PP inefs, like 





virtue, confifts ‘not in reft, but in action: itis fou aer.in the 


“perfuit, than the attainment of an end: for though the sical of 





the ftag, is.the purpofe of the chace; yet the moment this purpofe 
is accomplifhed, the fport is at an end. VirTuz and Reticion 





muft inevi- 
tably be idle ; and to be idle is to be wretched : I fhould, therefore, 
inftead of attempting to deftroy the principles upon which I was 
refitted, have been content to furmount them: for he who thould 
hamftring the game, left any of them fhould efcape, would be 
juftly difappointed of the pleafure of running them down. Such, 
indeed, 1s my prefent condition: and as it will at.once anfwer your 
purpofe and mine, I fhall exhibit an account of my conduct, and 
thew how my difappointment was produced. 


alone can afford me employment:- without them, 


My principal bufinefs has always been to counterwork the effe@s 
of RevEALED ReELiGion: I have, therefore, had little to do, ex- 
cept among Jews and Chriftians. In the early ages of the world, 
when RevELATION was frequently repeated with fenfible and 
miraculous circumftances, I was far from being idle ; and ftill think 
it an inconteftible proof of my abilities, ‘that even then. my labour 
was not always unfuccefsful. I applied not fo much to the under- 

ftanding 
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{tanding as to the fenfes, till after the promulgation of CurisT1- 
‘ANITY; but I foon difcovered, that Curistianity afforded mo- 
tives to VirTue and Prery, which were {carce to be over powered 
by temptation: I was, therefore, obliged now to exert my power, 
not upon the fenfes but the underftanding. As I could not fuf- 
‘pend the force of thefe motives, I laboured to dire¢t them towards 
-other objects; and in the eighth century I had fo far fucceeded, as 
to produce a prevailing opinion, that “ the worthip of images was 
‘* of more moment than moral rectitude:” it was decreed by a 
pope and council, that to fpeak of them with irreverence was 
a forfeit of falvation; and that the offender fhould, therefore, be 
excommunicated: thofe who oppofed this decree, were perfecuted 
with fire and fword; and I had the fatisfaCtion not only of fup- 
planting virtue, but of propagating mifery, by a zeal for religion. 
I muft not, however, arrogate all the honour of an event which 
fo much exceeded my hopes; for many arguments in favour of 
images were drawn from a book, intitled PRATuM SPIRITUALE: in 
which it is affirmed, that having long tempted a hermit to incon- 
tinence, I offered to defift if he would ceafe to worfhip an image 
of the Virgin; and that the hermit having confulted an abbot, 
whether to accept or refufe the condition, was told, that it was 
more eligible to commit incontinence, than’ to neglect the wor- 
fhip of images: and I declare upon my honour that the facts, 
as far as they relate to me, did never happen, but are who olly 
invented by the ingenious author, That falvation had very little 
connexion with virtue, was indeed an opinion which I propa- 
gated with great diligence; and with fuch fucce(s, that Bonrrace 
the apoftle of Germany declared the benefit of Sacraments to 
depend upon the sadn is of thofe by whom they were 
adminiftered; and that a Bavarian monk having ignorantly baptized 


ze 


in thefe words, Baptizo te in nomine patria filia et fpiritua | 
«< fanta,” all fuch baptifms were invalid. Aggin{ft knowledge, 
however, I never failed to oppofe zeal; and when Vicitrus 
afferted, that the earth being a ies there were people upon it 
the foles of whofe feet were direaty oppofite to each other; the 

‘fame father Bonirace. reprefented him to the pope as a corruptor 
of the Curisri1an Farru; and the pope, concurring with 
Bonirace, foon after excommunicated a bifhop for adopting fo 


dangerous 
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dangerous an opinion, declaring him a heretic, anda bla 
acainft GOD and his own foul. In thefe inftane 


ps e 
Pea Me RR: : — 
the more remarkabie, as i verily believe BONIFACE {e] 


r 
WE inh 


my fuccefs 
— him 

tey ded atl b aie 1 Pe died A ma +x mth ereat {+ yer 
tended Weil, ecaule ne adlitGa miarvyr With great conitancy. 


1 found, however, ‘that while the GospELs were publicly read, 
the fuperftructure which I had built upon them was in perpetual 
danger: I, therefore, exerted all my influence to difcontinue the 
practice ; and at length fucceeded, though ARISTOTLE’ Ethics 
werefabftituted for them in fome northern churches ; but againft 
AristoTie’s Ethics I had not equal objections. . 


Durine this period, therefore, my powers were neither diffi- 
pated by unfuccefsful labour, nor rendered ufelefs by neceffary idle- 
nefs: I had perplexed and confounded the moft fimple and falutary 
do@trines, with abfurd fubtilties and extravagant conceits ; and I 
had armed with the weapons of {uperftition, and difguifed with 
the tinfel of ceremony, that RELIGION which comprehended 
every precept IN LOVE TO GOD, anp To MAN; which gave 
no direétion about divine worfhip, but that it fhould be performed 
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; OF about SOCIAL VIRTUE, but that 
love of sELF fhould be the meafure of bounty to others. But 
there was {till perfonal fanctity, though the doétrine and the difci- 
pline of the church were become corrupt and ridiculous: zeal was 
(till animated by integrity, though it was no longer directed by 
knowledge: the fervice and the honour of GOD were till in- 
tended, though the means were miftaken. Many, indeed, gladly 
{ubftituted gain for godlinefs; and committed every fpecies of 
wickednefs, becaufe they hoped to appropriate works of fuperero- 
gation that were performed by others: but there were fome who 
practifed all the feverities of erroneous piety, and fuffered the mor- 
tification which they recommended : fo that I had ftill fomething 
to do, and was {till encouraged to diligence by fuccefs. 


Bur all thefe advantages depended upon ignorance’ for the fe- 
curity of ignorance, therefore, I affirmed that fhe was the mother 
of devotion; a lie fo fuccefsful, that it paffed into a proverb. 


Tu 
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‘Tas period, however, arrived, when knowledge could be no 
longer fupprefied; and I was under the moft dreadful apprehen- 
fions that all the abfurdities, by which I had diminifhed the in- 
fluence and the beauty of Curisrranity, would now be re-~ 
moved: I could not conceive, that thofe motives which had pro~ 
‘duced abftinence and folitude, vigils, fcourgings, and the mortifi- 
cation of every appetite and every paflion, would fail to produce a 
more reafonable fervice ; or become ineffetuai, when the paths of 
duty appeared to be not only peaceful but pleafant. I did not, 
however, fit down in defpair; but the knowledge which I could 
not reprefs, I laboured to pervert. As the human intelle@ is 
finite, and can comprehend only finite. objects, I knew that if all 
was rejeCted as incredible which was not comprehended, I thould 
have little to fear from areligion foundedin Inrinrre PerFecrion, 
and:conneéted with revelations which an Inrinire Berne had 
vouchfafed of himfelf. J, therefore, immediately oppofed reafon 
to faith: I threw out fubje&s of debate which I knew could never 
be difcufied; the affent of many was fufpended, in expeCtation 
that ampoffibilities would be effected; and at laft refufed in 
the fretfulnefs of difappointment. Thus infidelity gradually fuc- 
ceeded to fuperftition: the hope and fear, the love, reverence, and 
gratitude, which had been excited by CurisTranity, and pro- 
duced fuch aftonifhing effects, were now felt no more; and as the 
moft forcible motives to piety and virtue were again wanting, piety 
was wholly neglected and virtue rendered more eafy and commo- 
dious: the bounds of moral obligation included every day lefs and 
lefs; and crimes were committed without compunction, becaufe 
they were not fuppofed to incur punifhment. 


Tues evils, Mr. ApvenTurer, evils both in your eftimation 
and mine, I am afraid will continue if they cannot increafe: dif- 
putation and fcepticifm flourifh without my influence, and have 
left no principle for me to counteract: the number of my vaffals 
is indeed greatly increafed by the unfolicited wickednefs of the 
prefent time; but this increafe is not equivalent to the pleafure 
of feduction. 
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‘Ir ‘the importance, therefere, of CurisTIANiTY to.mankind, 
‘thall appear from its having bufied-me to fubvert it, and from the 
mifery which J {uffer in idlenefs now my purpofe is unhappily 
effected ; ‘I -hope'they are not yet fo ebdurate. in ill, ‘as to perfift.in 
rejecting it merely in fpight to me; and deftroy themfelves, only 
that I may not be.amufed ‘by-attempting their deftruction. _ You 
fee, that I have fufficient benevolence to-requett, -that they would 
regard their own intereft, at leaft as far. as it is confiftent with 
mine; and if.they refufe me, Iam confident you will think they 


treat me with.more feverity than.I deferve. 
I have the honour to be, 
me: 
“Your moft obedient 


and very humble fervant, 


SATAN, 
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To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 
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Ploravere fuis non refpondere favorem 
Quefitum meritts —— Hor. 


Sa; ERHAPS there is not any word in the 
- language lefs underftood than Honour; and 
but few that might-not have been equally mi 
taken, without producing equal mifchief. 


Honour is both a motive and an end: as a 





principle of action it differs from virtue only in degree; and, there- 
fore, neceffarily includes it, as generofity includes juftice: and as 
a reward, it can be deferved only by thofe actions which no other 
principle can produce. To fay of another that he isa Man or 
Honour, is at once to attribute the principle and to confer the 
reward. But in the common acceptation of the word, Honour, 


as a principle, does not include virtue; and, therefore, as a reward, 
‘ i ag te 
is frequently beftowed upon vice. Such, indeed, is the blindnefs 
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and vaffalace of human reafon, that men are difcoura ged from virtue 


and incited to vice by the tibipe of honour. 
Fionour, indeed, is always claimed in fpecious terms; but the 


‘ eee F nh i shee a 8 

facts upon which the claim is founded are often fla agitioufly wicked. 
+ + yy i la se ae) Cy niee 4 ra W939 5 L VT\I +e _ } y 

LotHartro )_arrogates the character of aman of honour, for having 


| Ps 
e | 


defended a lady who had put herfelf under his protection from in- 


{ult at the rifaue of life: and. ALEATOR for fulfilling an engage- 
i oO oO 
ment to which the law would not have oblised him. at the ex- 


> 
iberty. But the chat mpion of the lady had firt feduced 


} 
her to adultery; and to preferve her from the refentment of her 
hafband, had_killed him in a duel: and the martyr to his promife 
had paid afum, which fhould have difcharged the bill of a ne- 
ceffitous tradefman, to a gametter of quality who .had given him 


SUCH, in the common opinion, are men of honour; and he who 


in certain circumftances fhould abftain from SANE e perfidy, or 
ingratitude, would. be avoided as reflecting infamy u pon his* com- 


In thefe {peculations I exhaufted my waki ing powers a 
ago; and at length finking into lumber, I was i immediately tran- 
{ported i into the regions of fanc Y. 


As Iwas fitting penfive and alone at the foot-of 4 hill, a man 
5 p > > 


whofe appearance was extremely venerable, advanced towards me 


with great fpeed; and, bec ckoning me to follow him, began haftily 
to climb the hill. My mind fuddenly fuggefted, that this was the 


genius of Insrruction: I, therefore, ipl anay rofe up and obeyed 


the filent intimation of his will; but not being able to afcend with 


ren) 
equal rapidity, he e: aught hold of my hand, “ linger not,”. faid he, 
“* left the hour of illumination be.at at end.” We now afcended 


+ 


5 | 7 
together, and when we had gained the Nepr he ftood. full. 
a 2 7. 1 ? 
““ Survey the profpect,” faid he, “ and tell me what thou feeft.” 
“To the right,” replied JI 


€¢ 


‘is a long valiey, 4 on the left a 
boundlefs plain: at the end of the valle ey is a mountain that 


H + | a ae a } “cr eh ey i 
** reaches to the clouds; and on the fummit a brightnefs which I 


~ 


yee pe ies QD (yt f a} ] 
** cannot yet ftedfaftly DeNnoid. 


~ 


In that valley, faid he, the di 
ciples of Virtus prefs forward ; and the votaries of Vice wander 
on the plain. In the path of Virtue are many afperities: the 
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foot. is fometimes wounded by thorns, and fometimes bruifed 
againft a ftone ; but the fky over it is always ferene; the traveller 
is.refrefhed by the breezes of health, and invigorated by the ray of 
chearfulnefs. The plain is toes with fower which gratify the 
{enfe with fragrance and beauty; but the beauty is tranfient, and 


the fragrance hurtful: the ground is foft and level ; and the paths 
wa 


are fo various, that the turf is no where worn a\ but Be 1s 


perpetual gloom; the {un is not feen, nor the breeze felt ; the air 
flagnates, and peitilential vapours diffufe drowfinefs Mice nd 
Paci 


anxiety. At the foot of the mountain are the bowers of PEAcE, 
and on the fummit is the ten iple of Honour. 


But all the difciples of Virrue do not afcend the mountain: 
her path, indeed, is continued ‘beyond the bowers; and the laft 
{tage is the afcent of the precipice: to climb, is the voluntary la- 
bour of the vigorous and the bold; to defift, is the irreproachable 
repofe of the timid and the weary. To thofe, however, who 
have furmounted the difficulties of the way, the gates fe the 
temple have not always been opened; nor againft thofe by whom 
it has never been tredden, have they always been fhut: t 
vity of the mountain on the other fide, is gradual and ea 
and by the appointment of fate, the entrance to the temple of 
Honour has been always kept by Oprnton. Opinion, indeed, 
ought to have acted under the influence of TRutTu; but was 
foon perverted by Prrjupice and Custom: fhe admitted many 
who afcended the mountain without labour from the plain, and 
rejected fome who had toiled up the precipice im the path of 
Virtus. Thefe, however, were not clamorous “Bh adinittance; 
but either repined in filence, or exulting with honeft pride in the 


confcioufnefs of their own dignity, adie from hah o& N with 
ee ee and difdain ; ane {miled upon the world which they 
had left beneath seal the witnefs of that labour of which they 
had been refufed the reward. 
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however, all ready te decide the controverfy by the fword; and 


as they dreaded {carce any imputation but cowardice, they treated 


thefe with great infolence who declined this decifion, and yet 


would not admit their claim. 


de confufion and uproar was b beheld by t the Geppess with 


indignation and regret: fhe flew to the throne of JupirerR, and 


-cafting herfelf at his feet, ‘* Great ruler of the world,” faid the, 


have erected a temple to fulfil the purpofes of thy wif- 

“dom and thy love, to allure mortals up the fteep of VIRTUE, 

‘* and animate them to communicate happineds at the expence of 
life; let it not be perverted to render vice prefumptuous, nor 
poffeffed by tl 


fe whe dare to peas in the violation of thy 
““ laws, and a tai sesh of calamity.” JuPITER graciouily 


touched the Gopress with his fceptre, and replied, ‘ that the 


‘“< appointment of fate he could not reverfe; that admifiion to her 


“* temple muft ftill depend upon Oprnion ; but that he would de- 


‘ pute Reason to examine her conduct, and, if poffible, put 
“¢ her again under the influence of TrurTu.” 

REASON, therefore, in obedience to the command of JuprTer, 
defcended upon the mountain of Honour and entered the temple. 
At the firft appearance of REAsown contention Weer lic ee: and 
the whole affembly became filent with expectation: but the mo- 
ment fhe revealed her commiffion, the tumult was renewed with 
yet greater violence. All were equally confident, that Reason 
would eftablith the determination of Opinion in their favour ;° 
and he that {poke loudeft, hoped to be firft heard. Reason 


knew, that thofe only had a right to enter the temple, who af- 


cended by the path of Virrue: to determine, therefore, who 
fhould be expelled or received, nothing more feemed ieee? 


than to sy ver ne cy avenue pia.’ had accels': : but R REASON 


Tue mott flagitious affirmed, that if they had not walked the 
whole length of the valley, they came into it at the foot of the 
mountain; and that at leaft the path by which they had afcended 
it, was the path of Virtur, ‘This was eagerly contradicted by 


others ; 


Nowor,. TP) Fb EAD V"EON-TeO_ R ER. 


&so 


others ; and to prevent the tedious labour of deducing truth from 
a great variety of circumftances, Opinion was called to decide the 
queftion. 


But it foon appeared, that Opinion fcarce knew one path 
from the other ; and that fhe neither determined to admit or refufe 
see certain principles, o with difcryninating knowledge. Rera- 

on, however, {till tine’ to examine her; and that fhe-might 
vitiga of the credibility of her evidence by the account fhe would 
give of a known character, afked her, which fide of the moun- 
tain was afcended by the Maceponran, who deluged the world 
with blood: fhe anfwered without hefitation, ‘“‘ the fide of Vir- 
« rue; that fhe knew fhe was not miftaken, becaufe fhe faw him 
«in the path at a great diftance, and remarked that no man had 
“ ever afcended with fuch impetuous f{peed.” As Reason knew 
this account to be falfe, fhe ordered Opinion to be difmiffed, and 


proceeded to a more particular examination of the parties them- 


fel VGcS. 


Reason found the accounts of many to be in the higheft degree 
extravagant and abfurd: fome, as a proof of their having climbed 
the path of Virtus, defcribed profpects that appeared from the 
oppofite fide of the mountain: and others affirmed, that the path 
was fmooth and level; and that many had walked it without 
ftumbling when they were fcarce awake, and others when they 


were Intoxicated with wine 


Upon the foreheads of all thefe Reason impreffed a mark of 
reprobation: and as fhe could not expel them without the con- 
currence of Opinion, fhe delivered them over to Time, to 


, 1 1 
whom fhe knew Opinion had always paid great deference, and 


who had generally been a friend to TrutTu. 


Time was commanded to ufe his influence to procure their ex- 
pulfion, and to perfuade Opinion to regulate her determinations 
by the judgment of TRutu. Justice alfo decreed, that if the 
perfifted to execute her office with negligence and caprice, under 
the influence of PREyuDics, and in concurrence with the 

abfur- 
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abfurdities:of ‘Custom, the-fhiould be given. up _to-Ripicuxz, a 
remorfele{s being who rejoices in the anguith which he infliGs : by 
him alone Opinion can be punifhed’; “at the found ‘of his fcourge 
fhe trembles with apprehenfion ; and whenever it has been applied 
by the direGion of JusTice, Opinron ‘has always become obe- 


dient to TRUTH. 


TIME, continued my inftrudor, full labours to fulfil the command 
of Reason ; but though he has procured many to be expelled whe 
had been admitted, yet he has gained admiffion for but few who 

1ave been rejected ; and Opinion ftill continues negligent and per- 

verfe ; for as fhe has often felt. the {courge.of RipicuLE when it 
has not been deferved, the dread of it has no otherwife influenced 
her conduét, than by throwing her into fuch confufion, that the 
purpofes of Reason are fometimes involuntarily defeated. 


<¢ How then,” faid I, ‘ fhall Honour euinpite thofe whom 
“ fhe wifhes to reward?!” “ They fhall be dift fhed,” cence the 
vifionary fage, “‘ in the regions of amen to which they 
‘© will at length be conducted by Time, who will not fuffer ther 
<< to be finally difappointed.” 


Wuitt I was liftening to this reply, with my eyes fixed fted- 
faftly upon the temple, it fuddenly difappeared: the ie ick clouds 
that hovered over the plain of Vice burft in thunder; the hill on 
which I ftood began to fink under me; and the ftart of fudden 
terror as I defcended awaked me. 
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SATURDAY, Fume 9, 1753. 





O fortuna viris invida fortibus 
Quam non aqua bonis premia dividis. SENECA. 


“t 


To the ADVENTURER; 







la 
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imprifoned without being miferable, or are mi- 


STR, 
ga ses meee O the account of fuch of my companions as are 


ferable without any claim to compaffion, I pro- 
mifed to add the hiftories of ‘thofe, whole 





catalogue fhould be very numerous, neither you nor your readers 
ought to expect ; rari guippe boni: virtue is uncommon in all the 
claffes of humanity; and I fuppofe it will fcarcely be imagined 


more frequent ina prifon than in other places. 


Yer in thefe gloomy regions is to be found the tendernefs, the 
generofity, the philanthropy of Srrenus, who might have lived 
. ° . 
in competence and eafe, if he could have looked without emotion 
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con the: snail 16S of another. SERENUS was one of thofe exalted minds, 

«vhom knowledge and. fagacity could not make fufpicious; whe 
-poured out his foul.in boundlefs intimacy, and thought community’ 
‘of pofie efions the law of friendfhip. The friend of SrRENuS was 
‘arrefted for debt, and. after many endeavours te foften his cre~. 
ditor, fent his wife to folicit that afiiftance which never was re- 
fufed. Thetears and importunity ef female diftrefs. were more 
than was necéflary to move the heart of Serenus;-he hafted imme- 
diately away, and conferring: a fhort time with his. friend, found 
‘im confident that if'the pr efent. preflure was. taken off, she fhould 
foon be able to re-eftablith his affairs. SeRENUs, accuftemed to be- 
lieve, and afraid to aggravate diftrefs, didnot attempt to detect the 
‘fallacies ‘of hope, ‘ner reflect that. every man overwhelmed with 

-calamity ‘believes that if that was. removed he fhall immediately 
be happy: he, therefore,with little hefitation.offered hinfelf as-furety. . 


In the firft raptures of efcape all was ‘joy, cratitude and »confi- 
dence; the friend.of Srrenus difplayed his profpects, and counted 
over the fums.of which he fhould infallibly be mafter, before the 
day of payment. SERENUS in afhorttime ‘began to find his danger, 
‘but .could-not-prevail with himfelf to repent of bene ficence; and 
therefore fuffered himfelf fill to be amufed with projects which he 
durft not confider, for fear.of finding them impracticable. The 
debtor, after he had tried every method of ‘raifing money, which 
art-or indigence-could prompt, wanted either fidelity or refolution 
¢o furrender himfelf to prifon, and left SERENUS to. take his place. 


Serenus has often pr opofed to the creditor to “pay fiche ese 
ever he {hall appear, to have loft, by the flight of his friend 5 but 


however .reafonable thi propofal may be th ought, avarice “and 


is 1 
q 
th 


brutality have ‘been hitherto inexorable, and SERENUS fall con- 


tinues, te languifliin prifon. 


In this place, however, where want makes almoft every man 
felfith, or defperation gloomy, it is the good fortune of SERENUS hot 
to live without a friend: vt rates moft of his hours in the conver- . 
{ation of Canpipus, a man whom the fame virtuous ductility has 
with fome difference of circumftances made equally unhappy. Can- 
nipus, when he was young, helplefs, and ignorant, found a patron 

that 
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that educated, protected, and fupported him: his patron beinz more 
vigilant for others than himfelf, left at his death’an only fon, defti- 
tute and friendlefs. Canp1Dus was eager to repay the benefits he had 
‘seceived ; and having maintained the youth for a few years at his 
‘own houfe, afterwards placed him with a merchant of eminence, 
‘and gave bonds to a great value as a fecurity for his conduct. 


Tuer young man, removed too early from the only eye of which 
he dreaded the obfervation, and deprived of the only inftruction 
swhich he heard with reverence, foon learned to confider virtue as 
reftraint, and reftraint as oppreffion ; and. to look with a longing 
eye at every expence to which he could not reach, and every plea- 
fare which he could not partake: by degrees he deviated from his 
firft regularity, and unhappily mingling among young men bufy 
in diffipating the gains of their fathers induftry, he. forgot the 
precepts of CAnpipus, {pent the evening in parties of pleafure, and 
the morning in, expedients to fupport his riots. He was, how- 
ever, dextrous. and active in bufinefs; and his mafter, being 
fecured-againft any confequences of difhonefty, was very little fo- 
licitous to infpeét his manners, or to inquire how he paffed thofe 
hours which were not immediately devoted to the bufinefs of his 
profeffion: _ when he was informed of the young man’s ‘extrava- 
gance or debauchery, Let his bondfinan took to that, faid he, I have 


taken care of myfelf. 


Tuus the unhappy fpendthrift proceeded from folly to folly, and 


peat 


from vice to vice, with the connivance if net the encouragement of 
his matter, till in the heat of a nocturnal revel he committed fuch 
violences in the ftreet.as drew upon him a criminal profecution. 
Guilty and unexperienced, he knew not what courfe to take; 
to confefs his crime to Canpipus, and folicit his interpofition, was 
Jittle Jefs dreadful than to ftand before the frown of a court of 
jaftice. Having, therefore, pafled the day with anguifh in his 
jeart and idiftraction in» his looks, he feized at night a very large 
fum of money in the counting houle, and fetting out he knew 


not whither, was heard of no, more. 


Tue confequence of his flight was the ruin of CANDIDUS; ruin 
furely undeferyed ,and itreproachable, and i fuch as the laws of a 
ju 
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jaf. government ought cither to prevént or repair: nothing 
is more inequitable than that one man fhould fuffer for the 
crimesof another, for crimes which ‘he neither prompted nor per- 
anitted, which he could neither forefee. nor prevent: when 
we confider the weaknefs of human refolutions and the incon- 
ftancy of human condu@, it muft appear abfurd that .one man 
Shall engage for another, that he will not change his opinions 
or alter his condud. 


Tr is, I think, worthy of confideration, whether, finee no 
wager is binding without.a poffibility of lofs on each fide, itis 


not equally reafonable that no ~contratt fhould ‘be valid without 
reciprocal ftipulations: but in this cafe, and others of the fame 


kind, what is {tipulated on his fide to whom the bond js given? 
he takes advantage of the fecurity, negleGs his affairs, omits his 


‘duty, fuffers timorous wickednefs to grow daring by degrees, pere 


mits appetite to call for new gratifications, and; perhaps, feeretly 


‘longs for the time, in which he fhall have power’ to feize the fore 


feiture: and if Virtue of gratitude fhould ‘prove too ftrong for 
temptation, anda young man perfift in honefty, however. infti- 
gated by his paffions, what can fecure him at laft againtt a falfe ac- 


cufation? I for my part.always fhall fafpect, that he who can by 


{uch methods fecure his property, will go one ftep farther to increafe 
af; nor can J think that man fafely trufted with the means of mifi 


_chief, who by his defire to have them in his hands, gives an 
evident proof how much lefs he values his neighbour's happineds 


than his own. 


ANOTHER of our cornpanions is Lenrunus, aman whofe dig- 
nity of f birth was very ill fuppor ted by his fortune: as fome of the 


firft offices in the kingdom were -filled by his relations, he was 


carly invited to court, and encouraged by careffes and promiufes to 
attendance and folicitation: a conilant appearance in fplendid 
company neceffarily required magnificence of drefs; and a frequent 
participation of fafhionable amufements forced him into expence : 
but thefe meafures were requifite to his fuccefs; fince every body 
knows, that to be loft to fight is to be loft to remembrance, and 
that he who defires to fill a vacancy mutt be always at hand, left 


{ome man of greater vigilanee fhould {tep in before him, 
By 


en oneal 
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By this courfe of life his little fortune was: every day made lefs: 
but he received fo many, diftinctions, in: public, and:was known to 
refort fo familiar ly to the houfes of the great, that every man looked 
on his preferment as certain, and believed that its value would com- 
penfate for its flownefs: he, therefore, found no difficulty inobt aining 
credit forall that his rank or his vanity made neceflary; and as rea-' 
dy payment was not expected, the bills were proportionably en- 
larged, ‘and the value of ‘the hazard or delay were adjufted folely 
by the equity of the creditor. At length death deprived Lenruxus 
of one of his patrons, and a. revolution in the miniftry of another; 
fo that all his profpedts vanithed at once, and thofe that had before 
encouraged his expences began to perceive that their money was in 
‘danger: there wasnow no other contention but who fhould firft 
{eize upon his perfon, and, by forcing immediate payment, deliver 
him up naked to the vengeance of the reft. In purfuance of this 
{cheme, one of them invited him to a tavern, and procured him to 
be arrefted at the door.; but Lentuxus, inftead of f endeavouring 
fecretly to pacify him by payment, gave notice to the reft, and of- 
fered to divide amongft them the remnant of his fortune: they 
feafted fix hours at nee expence, to deliberate on his propofal, and 
-at laft determined, that, as he could.not offer more than:-five fhil- 
lings in the pound, it would be more prudent to keep him in pri- 
fon, till he could procure from his relations the payment of his 
debts. 


EeEnTUuLuvs is not the only.man confined within thefe walls, on 
the fame account: the like procedure, upon the like motives, is 
common among men whom yet the law allows to partake - fe 
of fire and water with the compaffionate and the juft; who fre- 
quent the aflemblies of commerce in open day, and talk with de- 
teftation and.contempt.of highwaymen or houfe-breakers: but, 
furely, that man muit be confefledly robbed, who is compelled, by 
whatever means, to pay the debts which he does not owe; nor can 
Tlook .with equal hatred.on him, who, at the hazard of his lif 
holds out his piftel and demands my purfe, as on him who 
ders under fhelter ofthe law, and, by detaining my daughter ormy 
friend in prifon, extorts from me the price of their liberty. No 
man can be more an enemy to fociety than he by whofe machina- 
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tions our Virtues are turned to our difadvantage; he is lefs deftructive 
to mankind that plunders cowardice, than he that preys upon com~' 


pafiion. 





believe, Mr. ApvenTURER, you will :readily confefs, that, 
though not one of thefe, if tried before a commercial judicatere, 
can be wholly acquitted. from imprudence or temerity yet that, in 
the eye of all who can confider virtue as diftinct from wealth, 
the fault of two of them, at leaft, is out-weighed by the merit, 
and that of the third is fo much extenuated by the circumftances 
of his life, as not to deferve a perpetual prifon: yet muft thefe, 
with multitudes equally blamelefs,. languith in confinement, till 
malevolence fhall.relent, or the law be changed. 














I am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 


MISARGYRUS. 


} } 
it i 
' 
' 
4} 
’ Ad 
t 19 
4 : 
yy 
oe : 
Pak i 
<b 
ile 
tH 
+f } ' 
it 
‘Sia: 
ai 
hit 
ia 1 aN 
rt 
Hii 
UH 
i 
a 
| ah 
tA 
1] 
1g) FO 
ha ae 
ibe 
| \ 
1 bee 
iP a4 
it amen 
Th % 
yy eel 
waeD 
(ae 
Pe d - 
ie ks} 
i) 
ts 
war 
» 
at 
We 
. 
Wy 
tay 
Tey 
if 
ft 
h | 
\y 
, 


— 
SS = 


= 
es eee 
ee 


a; 


een = 
iOS ste * Rte ead 


= 


pos oe 


2 


Se 


as 
~ = 








ow 


AK (2 2 — ne eS) AN 


ZZ, (> 
ae 
WA 


Lox Z, 
{ 


@ 
an 


« 
SSS SS 


THE 


Av orboeeVg Ha dNeo To? WauR th Re 


NUMBER LXII. 





To be continued on TurEspays and SATURDAYS. 


nn 


TUES DAY, Yune 125.1753. 
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Pereant quiante nos, noftra dixerunt ! 
Donatus apud Jerom. 
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hae Kees 8 @ HE number of original writers, of writers who 
nn 

ie SA BES difcover Ey traces of native eae or veins 


I~ s, fmall, in every branch of literature. fe 
2 BRE ap or copes to think for them- 


their own ee kK ; 0; venated the generality creeps yan fa 
cautioufly in the track of their predeceffors. The quinteffence of 
@ libraries might be reduced to the compafs of a few 


the large 
ufelefs repetitions, and acknowledged truths, were 


volumes, if all 
to be omitted in this. procefs of chymical criticifm. A learned 
Frenchman inform us, that he intended to compile a treatife, a 
rix dad tipi, © CONCEPNIN things which had been faid but once,” 


which I fancy would have been contained ina {mall pamphlet. 
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Ir happens-unfortunately in poetry, which principally claims 
the merit of novelty and invention, that this want of originality 
arifes frequently, not from a barrennefs and timidity of genius, but 
from invincible neceffity and the nature of things. The works of 
thofe who profefs an art whofe effence is imitation, muft needs. be 
ftamped with a clofe refemblance to each other; fince the objects 
material or animate, extraneous or internal, which they all imitate, 
lie equally open to the obfervation of all, and are perfectly fimilar. 








Defcriptions, therefore, that are faithful and juft, muft be uni- 
form and alike: the firft copier may be, perhaps, entitled to the 
praife of priority ; but a fucceeding one ought not certainly to be 
condemned for plagiarifm. 


__ Iam inclined to think, that notwithftanding the manifold altera- 
tions diffufed in modern times over the face of nature, by the in- 
vention of arts and manufactures, by the extent of commerce, by 
the improvements in philofophy and mathematics, by the manner 
of fortifying and fighting, by the important difcovery of both the 
Indies, and above all by the total change of religion; yet an epic or 
dramatic writer, though furrounded with fuch.a multitade of no- 
velties, would find-it difficult or impoffible to be totally original, 
and effentially different from Homer and Sopuocigs. The caufes 
that excite and the operations that exemplify the greater pafiions, 
will always have an exact coincidence, though perhaps a little di- 
verfified by climate or cuftom: every exafperated hero muft rage 
like Acuities, and every afflicted widow mourn like Awpro- 
MACHE: an abandoned Armipa will make ufe of Drpo’s exe- 
crations ; and a Jew will nearly refemble a Grecian, when placed 
almoft in the fame fituation ; that is, the I6as of Racine in his 
incomparable ATuatia, will be very like the Ién of Euripipes. 
BoiLeau obferves, that a new and extraordinary thought is-by 
no means a thought which no perfon ever conceived before, or 
could poffibly conceive; on the contrary, itis fuch a*thought as 
muft have occurred to every man in the like cafe, and“have been 
one of the firft in any perfon’s mind upon the fame occafion: and 
if 


| 
: 
7 
i 
i 
met t 
+h 
| i 
t ut 
Bi it 
asi ia 
HU lie 
ht | 
ify 
| AL 
t a | 
ia 
ih 
eT ohe 
a 
6) ine \ 
At ad i 
3 +e 
u us, 
d 
hy ROY 
aay 
Lee, { 
We 
re ha 
We arg 
Hil phe 
ued 
5 bey 
4 t Bue 4 
PRE 
} Nave i 
: Va 
Wy , 4 
{| ty 
a ! 
{ ‘Dal 
| if) hy 
‘1h Hah i] 
it 
? +] 
i Bir 
miki . 
t ] 
i 
y 
, 
Pike " 
: } 
‘ 1 | 
; i 
Pee wh) | 
: { 
4) 
4 j 
ihe. 
i 
i 


HF 
‘F] 


a pany a reat a eam 





No.6% FIHE ADVEN TURER. 375 


it is a maxim. of Popg, that.whatever.is very good fenfe, mutt 
have been common fenfe in all times. 


Bur if from the foregoing reflections it may appear difficult, to 
diftinguifh imitation and plagiarifm from _neceffary refemblance 
-and unavoidable analogy, yet the following paflages of Pope, which, 
becaufe they. have never been taken notice of, may poffibly enter- 
tain curious and critical readers, feem. evidently to be borrowed, 
though they are improved. 


. Tun dying Curistian addreffes his foul with a fine fpirit of 
poetical enthufiafm : 


Vital, fpark of heavenly flame! 

Quit, O quit this mortal frame! 
‘Trembling, hoping, ling’ring; flying, 
Oh! the pain, the blifs of dying | —__— 
Hark! they whifper — Angels fay, 
Sifter {pirit, come away ! 


I was furprized to tind this animated paflage clofely copied from 
one of the vile Pindaric writers inthe time of Charles the fecond : 


When on my fick bed I languith, 
_Full-of forrow,. full of anguith, 
Fainting, gafping, trembling, crying, 
Panting, groaning, fpeechlefs, dying ! —— 
Methinks I hear. fome gentle fpirit fay, , 
Be not fearful, come away! FLATMAN. 


PALINGENiIvs and CHaRRon furnifhed him with the two fo! 


lowing thoughts in the Effay on Man: 


Superior beings, when of late they faw 

A mortal man unfold all nature’s law ; 

Admir’d fuch wifdom in an earthly fhape, 

And fhew’d 2a NewTon, as we fhew an ape. Pope. 
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Utque movet nobis imitatrix fimia rifum, 
Sic nos ceelicolis, quoties cervice fuperbé 
Ventofi gradimur —— 


And.again, 


Simia celicolim, rifufque jocufque deorum eft ; 
Tunc homo, quum temerée ingento confidit, 8 audet 
Abdita nature ferutari, arcanague divitm. PALINGENIUS. ° 


While man exclaims, ‘ fee all things for my ufe !” 
<< See man for mine!” replies a pamper’d goole. Pope. 





a 


‘ Man {cruples not to fay, that he enjoyeth the heavens and the 
<< elements ; as if all had’ been made, and ftill move, only for 
‘‘ him. In this fenfe a gofling may fay as much, and perhaps 
‘© with more truth and juftnefs.” CHARRON. 


That he hath borrowed not only fentiments but even expreffions 
from Wo.LLAsToN and PascAL cannot be doubted, if we confider 
two more paflages. 


When the loofe mountain trembles from on high, 

Shall gravitation: ceafe if you go by? 

Or fome old temple nodding to its fall, 

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall? Pops. 


<< Ir a good man be paffing by an infirm building, juft in the 
‘© article of falling; can it be expected, that GOD fhould 
« fufpend the force of gravitation till he is gone by, in order to 
«< his deliverance?” WoOLLASTON. 


Chaos of thought and paffion all confus’d, 

Still by himfelf abus’d, or difabus’d ; 

Created half to rife, and half to fall, 

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 

Sole judge of truth, in endlefs error hurl’d, 

The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world. Pope. 


«What 
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“ee What a chimera then ig an! what a confuféd chaos! what 
“a fubje& of contradiction !| a profetied judge of all things, and 
“* yet a feeble worm of the earth | the.great depofitary and guar- 
“© dian .of-truth, and yet a. mere huddle of uncertainty ! the 
es glory and the fcandal of the univerfe !’ PASCAL. 


‘THE. witty allufion to the punifhment of avarice, in the Epiitle 
on Riches, . 


Damn’d to the mines, an equal fate betides 
The flave that digs it, and the flave that hides ; 


is plainly taken from The Caufes of the Decay of Chrifitan Piety, 
where that-excellent and neglected writer fays, ‘It has always 
been held the fevereft treatment of flaves and malefactors, 
“<< damnare ad metalla, to force them to dig in the minés: fiow 
“< this is the covetous man’s lot, from Which he is never to ex- 
* pect a releafe.” And the celebrated reflection with which 
CHARTRES’s epitaph, in the fame epiftle concludes, 1s ‘the pri: 
epenty of BRUYERE. 


To sao the cradle of repofing age, 


is a tender and elegant image of filial piety, for which Pop is 
indebted to MonracGne, who wifhes, in one of his eflays, tofind 
a fon-in-law that may “. kindly cherith. his old age, and rock it 

<<‘ -afleep.” And the character of He/uo the glutton, introduced 
to pacman the force and. continuance of the ruling g pa affion, who 


eo 


in.the agonies.of death exclaimed, 
ee Pet bat the jowl f 
is taken = that tale in FonTarne, sivey ends; 


Pus qui il faut que je meure | oe 
Sans faire tant de SMe 
Quon m apporte tout ol heure. 


Le reffe de mon. po iffon. 





In feveral parts of his writings, Popr feems to have formed 
himfelf on the model of Borteau; as might appear, from a large 
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deduction of particular paffages, almoft literally tranflated, from 
that nervous and fenfible fatyrift. ) 


happily to fteer 
‘From grave to gay, from lively to fevere.. Pope. 








dune voix legere 
Paffer' du grave au doux, du plaifant au fevere! BoILEAD. 


Pride, malice, folly, againft DryDEN rofe, 
In various fhapes of parfons, critics, beaus, Pores 


Lignorance, & Verreur a fes naiffantes peices, 
En habits de marquis, en robbes de comteffes, 
" Venoient pour diffamer fon chef-d-auvre novedu. BoILEAv. ° 


While I am tranfcribing thefe fimilitudes, I feel great uheafinefs 
on two accounts; left I fhould be accufed of vainly and impo- 
tently endeavouring to caft clouds over the.reputation .of. this ex- 
alted ‘and ‘truly original genius, “ whofe memory,” to ufe an ex- 
preffion of Brn Jonson, ‘‘ I do honour, bn this fide idolatry, as 
«© much as any;” and left the reader fhould be cloyed and dif- 
eufted with a clufter of quotations : it happens, however, for- 


Critics feem agreed in giving greater latitude to the imitation 
of the ancients, than of later writers. To enrich a compofition 
with the fentiments and images of Greece and Rome, is ever 
efteemed not only lawful, but ‘meritorious. We adorn our wri- 
tings with their ideas, with as little {cruple, as our houfes with 
their ftatues. And Poussin 1s not accufed of plagiarifm, for 
having painted Acrippina covering her face with both her hands 
at the death of Germanicus; becaufe TimanTues had repre-— 
fented AGAMEMNON clofely veiled at the facrifice of his daugh- 
ter, judicioufly leaving the f{pectator to guefs at a. forrow inex- 
preflible, and that mocked the power of the pencil. 
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Notitiam primofque gradus vicinia fecit ; 
Tempore .crevit amor. Ovip. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


BA OUR paper of laft Tu efday fev’night, which I 

) did not read till to day, determined me to fend 
y 

you an account of my friend Eveenio, by 

whofe diftrefs my mind has been long kept in 

perpetual agitation : and, perhaps, my narrative. 

may not only illuftrate your allegory, but con- 





tribute to recover opinion from her defection. 


As Orcitio, the father of EucEnto, had no principles but 
thofe of aman of honour, he avoided alike both the virtues and 
the vices which are incompatible with that character: religion he 
fappofed to be a contrivance of priefts and politicians, to keep the 

Sf{f vulgar 
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vulgar in awe; and ufed by thofe in the rank of gentlemen who 
pt cee to acknowledge, its obligations, only as an»expedient 
to conceal their want of {pirit. By a. conduc regulated upon 
thefe principles, he gradually reduced a paternal eftate of twe 

pounds per annum to five hundred. Befides Eucenzo, 
BY one child, a daughter: his wife died -while they 
were infants. His younger brother, who had acquired a very 
confiderable fortune in trade, retired unmarried into the country : 
he knew that the paternal eftate was greatly reduced ; and, there- 
fore, took the expence of his nephew's education upon himfelf 
after fome years had been fpent at Weftminfter {chool, he fent 
him to the univerfity, and fupported him by a very genteel an- 


ter 


nuity. 


EuvGenio, though his temper was remarkably warm and 
Pe ghtly, had yet a high relifh of literature, and infenfibly ac- 
juired a {trong cat to a college life. His apartment ad- 
BE to mine, and our acquaintance was foon improved into 
friendfhip. JI found in him great ardour of benevolence, and a 
fenfe of generofity and honour which I had conceived to exift 
only in romance: with refpect to CHrisTIANITY, indeed, he 
was as yet a fceptic: but I found it eafy to obviate general ob- 
jections ; and, as he had great penetration and fagacity, was fu- 
perior to prejudice, and habituated in no vice which he withed to 
countenance by infidelity, he began to believe as foon as he began 
to enquire : the evidence for revelation at length appeared incon- 
teftible ; and without bufying himfelf with the cavils of fubtilty 
again{t particular doGirines, he determined to adhere inviolably to 
the precepts as a rule of life, and to truft in the promifes as the 
foundation of hope. The fame ardour and. firmnefs, the fame 
generofity and honour, were now exercifed with more exalted 
views, and upon a more perfect plan. He confidered. me as his 
preceptor, and I confidered him as my example: our friendfhip 
increafed every day ; and I believe he had conceived.a defign to 
follow me into orders. But when he had continued at college 
about two years, he received a command from his father to come 
immediately to town; for that his carneft defire to place him in 
the 
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the army was now accomplifhed, and he had procured him a 
captain’s commiffion. By the fame poft he received a letter from 
his uncle, in which he was ftronely urged to continue at college, 
with promifes of fucceeding to his whole eftate ; his father’s project 
was zealoufly condemned, and his neglect of a brother’s concur- 
rence refented. EucGenio, though it was greatly his defire to 
continue at college, and his intereft to oblige his uncle, yet obeyed 
his father without a moment’s hefitation. 


Wuewn he came to town, he difcovered that a warm alterca- 
tion had been carried on between his uncle and his father upon 
this fubject : his uncle, not being able to produce any effect upon 
the father, as a laft effort had written to the fon; and being 
equally offended with both, when his application to both had 
been equally ineffectual, he reproached them with folly and in- 
gratitude; and dying foon after by a fall from his horfe, it ap- 
peared, that in the height of his refentment he had left his. 
whole fortune to a diftant relation in Ireland whom he had never 


Pape 
1een. 


UNDER this misfortune EuGENio comforted himfelf by re- 
flecting, that he had incurred it by obedience to his father ; and 
though it precluded hopes that were dearer than life, yet he never 


-exprefied his difpleafure either by invective or complaint. 


Oreitto had very early in life contracted an intimacy 
with AGReEsTIs a gentleman whofe character and principles 
were very different from his own. AcResTis had very juft 
notions of right and wrong, by which he regulated his conduct 
without any regard to the opinion of others: his integrity was uni- 
verfal and inflexible, and his temper ardent and open: he abhorred 
whatever had the appearance of difingenuity ; he was extreamly 
jealous of his authority ; and there was a rough fimplicity in his 
manner, which many circumftances of his life had contributed to 
produce. His father left him a fortune of two hundred thoufand 
pounds ; but as the parcimony which enabled him to amafs it, ex- 


tended to the education of his fon by whom it was to be pofiefied, 
he 
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he had been taught neither politenefs nor literature. He married a 
lady, whofe influence would have polifhed the rough diamond. by 
degrees ; but the died within the firft year of her marriage, leaving 
him a daughter to whom he gave her name Ameria, and tranf- 
ferred all his affection: he, therefore, continued to live in great 
privacy; and being ufed to have only fervants and dependants about 
him, he indulged the peculiarities of his hamour without that com- 
plaifance which becomes infenfibly habitual to thofe, who mix in 
the company of perfons whom it is their apparent intereft to pleafe, 
and whofe prefence is a perpetual reftraint upon fuch irregular ftarts 
of temper, as would incurr contempt by arrogating a fuperiority 
which none would acknowledge. To this difpofition his daughter 
accommodated herfelf as the grew up, from motives both of affec- 
tion and duty: as he knew and regretted the defect of his own 
education, he fpared no coft to compleat hers; and fhe is indeed 
the moft accomplifhed character I ever knew: her obedience is 
chearful and implicit ; her affection tender and without parade; 
her looks exprefs the utmoft fweetnefs and fenfibility; and yet there 
is a dignity in her manner which commands refpect. 


Tue intimacy between the father of Eucznro and AGREsTIs 
produced a tender friendfhip between his fifter and Ametia,which 
began in their infancy, and increafed with their years. 


Sucu charaéters as AMELIA and Eucenio could not be long 
familiarly known to each other, without exciting mutual efteem: 
the tranfition from efteem to love, between perfons of different 
fexes, is often imperceptible even to themfelves; and, perhaps,was 
not difcovered, till long after it had happened, either by EuGENro or 
Ameuia. When he returned from the univerfity, fhe was about 
eighteen: as her ftature and her beauty were greatly increafed du- 
ring this interval, their firft effet upon EuGENIo was proportion- 
ably greater; and he perceived, from whatever caufe, a more fen- 
fible emotion in her. He had too much difcernment not to. dif- 
cover that fhe loved him ; and too much generofity not to conceal 
his love of her, becaufe he was fo much her inferior in fortune : 
{ometimes he reflected upon her partiality with pleafure, and fome- 

times 
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times with regret: but while they were thus mutually confcious to 
defires which they mutually fuppreffed, the late rebellion broke out, 
and EvGenio was commanded into Scotland. In this expedition 
he diftinguifhed himfelf equally by his courage and humanity: and 
though he had not much money, and therefore could but feldom 
difplay his bounty ; yet his concern for the real intereft of his men 
was fo apparent, as well in fuch acts of kindnefs: as were in. his 
power, as in the ftri@t difcipline which he maintained among them 
that his perfonal influence was very.powerful and extenfive. Du- 
ring this abfence, though he felt his paffion for Amexia increafe, 
notwithftanding all-his attempts to fupprefs it; yet he never wrote 
to her, but contented himfelf with mentioning her in general 
terms, and including her in his remembrance of other friends, 
when he wrote to his father and his fifter, 


Wuen he returned, as his fifter’s intimacy with Ameria ftill 
continued, his opportunities to fee her were equally frequent ; but 
the pleafure of thefe interviews was become yet more tumultuous 
and confufed; and the lovers were both confcious, that their fen- 
timents were every moment involuntarily difcovered to each other. 


Ame ia had difmiffed many fuitors, who were not lefs diftin- 
guifhed by their merit than their rank, becaufe the ftill hoped to 
enrich Evcenio with her fortune; and Eucenio perfifted in a 
conduct by which this hope was difappointed, becaufe he would 
not degrade Amertra by an alliance with dependance and po- 
verty. .The objections of duty might, indeed, have been re- 
moved by obtaining the confent of AGRESTIS; but thofe of 
honour would ftill have remained: he was not, however, abfo- 
lutely without hope; for though he had loft his uncle’s fortune 
by obedience to his father, yet as he had greatly recommended 
himfelf to his commanding officer, who was of the higheft rank, 
he believed it poffible that he might be advanced to a. poft in the 
army, which would juftify his pretenfions to Amrxia, and re- 
move all his difficulties at once. 


AGRESTIS 
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AGRESTIs wondered at the condu& of his daughter, but 
neither afked nor fufpected her motives: for he had always de- 
clared, that as he believed fhe would never marry again{t his 
confent, he would never urge her to marry againft her own) in- 


clination. 


Ametta, therefore, continued to decline every offer, and 
Eucento to fee her almoft every day, without the leaft intima- 
on of his love, till the beginning of the laft winter, when he 


is interviews with: AMELLA 
yT 


t10f 

loft his fifter by the fmall pox. H 
were now lefs frequent, and, therefore, more interefting: he 
feared, that as he would be feldom in her fight, the affiduities of 
fome fortunate rival might at length exclude him from: her re- 
membrance: he did not, however, falter in his refolutien; ner 


did Ametia change her conduct. 
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TUESDAY, Yune 19, 1753. 





VIRG. 





Ki furiis agitatus amor. 


\ P98 T happened that about this time fhe was ad- 

2 drefled by VenTosus the eldeft fon of a 
noble family ; who, befides a large eftate, had 

great expectations from his father’s influence at 

court. VeEntTosus, though he was ftrongly 

recommended by AGRESTIs, and was remark- 
able for perfonal accomplifhments, was yet re- 
ceived with great coldnefs by AMeELtria: he was furprized, 
mortified, and difappointed; yet he continued his vifits, and was 
very diligent to difcover what had prevented his fuccefs. . One 
evening, juft as he was about to take his leave, after much in- 
effectual entreaty and complaint, Eucrnro unexpectedly entered 
the room. VeNToswUsS inftantly remarked the embarraflment 
both of his miftrefs and the ftranger, whom he, therefore, fuppofed 
) Ttt to 
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to be a rival, and ne longer wondered at his own difappointment : 
thefe fufpicions were every moment confirmed ‘and increafed; for 
his prefence produced emotions which could neither be concealed 
nor miftaken; though by a lefs penetrating eye than that of jealoufy, 
they might have been overlooked. 





He was now fired with refentment and indignation; and having 
left the room fomewhat abruptly, he was met upon the ftairs by 
Aarestis, with whom he defired to {peak a few words in private. 
AGRESTIS turned back into another apartment, and VENTosus 
told him with fome warmth, that he did not expe& to have found 
his daughter pre-engaged; and that he could not help thinking 
himfelf ill treated. AGResTis, with équal warmth, required 
him to explain his meaning; and after fome time had been pent 
in eager altercation, they parted in better temper; AGREsTIs 
perfuaded that a clandeftine love had been carried on between his 
daughter and Eugenio, and VenTosus convinced that AGresTIs 
had never encouraged the pretenfions of his rival. 











AGRESTIS immediately fent for AMELIA, and fternly urged 
her with many queftions, which fhe could anfwer only with 
blufhes and tears: her filence and confufion convinced him that 
VENTosuS was not miftaken; and, therefore, defifting from 

_ enquiry, he feverely reprehended her for the paft, and en- 
joined her never to converfe with EuGENIo again; to whom he 
alfo fignified his difpleafure, and requefted that to prevent further 

_uneafinefs he would come no more to his houfe till Ameria 
fhould be married. 


Eucento, though his love was almoft hopelefs before, was yet 
greatly afflicted by this meffage ; becaufe he feared that AMELIA 

~ had fallen‘ under her father’s difpleafure, and that now hé was be- 
come jealous of ‘his authority he might be tempted to abufe it: as 
to fecure her peace was the principal object of his with, he con- 
cealed what had happened from his father, left a quarrel fhould be 
produced between him and AcrestTis, in which Amexia’s deli- 
cacy and.tendernefs would be yet more deeply wounded. When 


a 
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a vifit was intended to AGRrestrs, he always took care to have 
fome engagement at another place: AGresT1s, however, as he 
had no conception of the principles upon which Eucenio acted, 
did not doubt but that he had communicated the reafon of his ab- 
fence to his father, and that his father was fecretly offended; but 
as he expreffed no refentment, he believed that his ambition had for 
once reftrained the petulance of his pride, that he diffembled to 
prevent.an open rupture, and had full hopes of effecting the purpofe 
which he had concerted with his fon. 


A fafpicion of ill-will always produces it: but befides this caufe 
of alienation, AGREsT1is had unjuftly imputed a condué to his 
friend, which‘rendered-him the object of his contempt and averfion; 
he, therefore, treated him with coldnefs and referve, fuppofing that 
he well knew the caufe, and neglected to return his vifits without 
thinking it neceflary to aflign any reafon. ‘This conduct was at 
length remarked by Orcizio, who confidered it as the caprice 
of a charaéter which he always defpifed ; he, therefore, retorted 
the neglect without expoftulation ; and thus all intercourfe between 
the families was at an end. 


Evucenro in the mean time was inflexible in his purpofe ; and 
Amrita in her next interview with VENTosus, acquainted 
him that fhe would fee him no more. VENTosuUS again ap- 
pealed to her father: but the’ old gentleman was fteady in his 
principles, notwithitanding his refentment; and told him, that he 
had exerted all the authority which GOD and nature had given 
him in his favour; and that, however provoked, he would never 

roftitute his child, by compelling her to marry a perfon who was 
not the object-of her choice. 


Ventosvus, who was extreamly mortified at this difap- 
pointment, was very inquifitive about EucEnio, for whom he 
ftill fappofed he had been rejected: he foon learned his fituation 
and circumftances, and his long intimacy with AmeELIa; he re- 
fiected upon the confufion which both had expreffed in the acci- 
dental interview at which he was prefent ; and was willing to 

believe, 
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believe, that his rival, however contemptible, had been too fuc- 
cefsful. to be fupplanted with honour by a hufband: this, how- 
ever, if he did not believe, he was very diligent to propagate ; 
and to remove the difgrace of a refufal, hinted that for this reafon 
he had abruptly difcontinued his addrefles, and congratulated him- 
{elf upon his efcape. 


Ir happened that about fix weeks ago, VENTosus, ashe 
was walking in the Mall with a young officer of diftinction, met 
AMELIA in company with feveral ladies and a gentleman. He 
thought fit to bow to AmeLra’ with a fupercilious refpect, which 
had greatly the air of an infult: of ¢4zs compliment AMELIA, 
though fhe looked him in the face, took no notice: by ¢hzs calm 
difdain he was at once difappointed and confufed ; he was ftung 
by an effort of his own malignity, and his breaft- fwelled with 
paffion which he could not vent. . In this agitation of mind he 
haftily turned back, and determined, for whatever reafon, to fol- 
low her. After he had advanced about fifty paces, he faw 
EuvGENIo coming forward, who, the moment he perceived 
AMELIA, tutned into another walk. This was obferved by Ven- 
Tosus, whofe contempt and indignation had now another object, 
upon which they might without violence to the laws of honour 
be gratified : he communicated his purpofe to his companion, and 
haftily followed Eucenio. When they had overtaken him, they 
burft into a horfe-laugh, and pufhed fo rudely by him that he 
could fcarce recover his ftep: they did not, however, go on ; 
but ftopping fuddenly, turned about as if to apologize for the ac- 
cident, and affected great furprize at difcovering to. whom it had 
happened. VENTosus bowed very low, and with much con- 
temptuous ceremony begged his pardon ; telling him at the fame 
time, that there was a lady in the next walk who would be very 
glad of his company. To this infult Eucenro anfwered, ‘‘ That 
‘© he was not willing to fuppofe that an affront was intended; and 
“ that if the lady he meant was a woman of honour, fhe ought 
« always to be mentioned with refpect.” VENTOSUS replied, 
‘© That whether the lady he meant was a woman of honour, he 
« would notdetermine; but he believed fhe had been very very kind; 

“ang 
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** and was pleafed to fee that her favours wete not forgotten, 
‘© though they were no longer accepted.’ EUGENIO was not 
now mafter of liis temper ; but turning fuddenly upon Venrasus, 
‘ftruck him with fuch violence that he fell at his feet: he rofe, 
however, in an inftant, and laid his hand upon his fword, but was 
prevented from drawing it by his companion; and the crowd. be- 
ginning to gather about them, they parted with mutual expreffions 
of contempt and rage. 


In the morning the officer who had been in company with 
VenTosus at the quarrel, delivered a challenge to Evcernro, 
which he anfwered by the following billet. 


ake g kik 
< Y OUR behaviour laft night has convinced me'that you 


are a fcoundrel; and your letter this morning that you 
“ area fool: if I fhould accept your challenge, I fhould myfelf 
< be both: I owe a duty to GOD and to my country, which I 
<¢ deem it infamous to violate; and I am entrufted with a life, 
« which I think cannot without folly be ftaked againft your’s. I 
« believe you have ruined, but you cannot degrade me: you may 
“© poffibly, while you {neer over this letter, fecretly exult in your 
«© own fafety ; but remember that to prevent aflaffination I have a 
“ (word, and to chaftife infolence a cane.” 


Wiurtu this letter the captain returned to VeNTosus, who 
read it with all the extravagancies of rage and difdain: the cap- 
tain, however, endeavoured to footh and encourage him; he re- 
prefented EvcEnto as a poltroon and a beggar, whom he ought 
no otherwife to punifh than by removing him from the rank into 
which he had intruded ; and this, he faid, would be very eafily 
accomplifhed. Vsnrosus at length acquiefced in the fentiments 
of his friend; and it was foon induftrioufly reported, that Eucr- 
nro had ftruck a perfon of high rank, and refufed him the fatif- 
faction of a gentleman which he had condefcended to afk. For 
not accepting a challenge, Eucznro could not be legally pu- 

nifhed ; 
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nifhed; becaufe it was made his duty as a foldier by the articles 
of wart but it drew upon ‘him the contempt of his fuperior of- 
ficers, and made them very folicitous to find fome’ pretence to. dif 
mife him. ‘The friends of VenTosus immediately intimated, 
that the a@ of violence to which Evcenio had been provoked, 
was committed within the verge of the court, and was, therefore, 
a fufficient caufe to break him ; as for that offence he was liable 
to be punifhed with the lofs of his hand, by a law which though 
difafed was ftill in force. This expedient was eagerly adopted, 
and Evcento was accordingly deprived of his commifiion. 
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SATURDAY, Yune 23, 1753. 


TTC 


colo virum, facili redimit qui fanguine famam: 


Hunc volo, laudari qui fine morte potef!. MART. 


x a E had concealed his quarrel with VENTosus 








Se from his father, who was then at the family feat 
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E Ba about twenty miles from London, becaufe he 
es ; We i \ . ° ‘ . ° Ea 
+ ' = was not willing to acquaint him with the caufe: 
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Roh 3 EQ but the effect was {uch as could not be hidden ; 
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88 ond it was now become neceflary that he fhould 
anticipate the report of others. He, therefore, fet out imme- 
diately for the country ; but his father about the fame time arrived 
in London: fome imperfect account had been fent him of the pro- 
ceedin 


gs againtt EvucGenio; and though he concluded from his 


Uuu filence 
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filence that he had been guilty of fome indifcretion, yet he did not 
fufpeét an imputation of cowardice ; and hoped by his intereft to 
fupport him againft private refentment. When he found that he 
had miffed Eucenro infome of the avenues to town, he went 
immediately to the gentleman who had procured his commiffion, 
from whom he learned all the circumftances of the affair. The 
moment he heard that his fon had -refufed a challenge, he was 
feized with rage fo violent, that it had the appearance of diftraGtion 
he uttered innumerable oaths and execrations, in a‘voice that was 
{carce human; declared his fon to be unworthy of his name, and 


folemnly renounced him for ever. 


EuGento returned to London the fame day, but it was late’ 
before he arrived ; the fervant that opened the door told him with 
tears in his eyes, that his father was gone to bed much difordered, 
and had commanded that he fhould no more be admitted into that 
houfe : he ftood motionlefs a few moments; and then departing 
without reply, came directly to me; his looks were wild, his 
countenance pale, and ‘his eyes fwimming in tears: the moment 
he faw me, he threw himfelf into a chair ; and putting a copy of 
his anfwer to VenTosus’s challenge into my hand, anticipated 


my enquiries by relating all that had happened. 


AFTER having adminiftered fuch confolation as I could, ¥ 
prevailed upon him with much difficulty to go to bed. I fate up 
the reft of the night, devifing various arguments to convince 
OrciLio, that his fon had added new dignity to his character. 
In the morning I went to his houfe; and after much folicitation was 
admitted to his chamber. I found him in bed, where he had Jain 
awake all the-night; and it was eafy to fee that his mind was in great 
agitation. I hoped that this tumult was produced by the ftruggles 

| of 
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of parental tendernefs: but the moment I mentioned his fon, he 
fell into an agony of rage that rendered him {peechlefs; and I came 
away, convinced that the eloquence of an angel upon the fame 
fubject would have been without effet. I did not, however, re- 
late thefe difcouraging circumftances to Eucrenio: I told him, 
that it would be proper to wait a few days before any farther ap- 
plication was made; not only becaufe his father’s refentment would 


probably fubfide, but becaufe he was now indifpofed. 


EucGento, when he heard that his father was ill, changed co- 
lour and burft into tears: he went every evening, and knocking 
foftly at the fervant’s window, inquired how he did; and when 
he found that his fever was become dangerous, he intreated me to 
go yet once more and intercede for him, that he might at leaft be 
permitted to fee his father, if he might not hope to be forgiven. 
I went ; but when Orcizro heard my name, he fell into a freth 
tranfport of rage, which ended in a delirium: the effect which 
this incident produced upon EvGrnio, who waited at the end of 
the ftreet for my return, cannot be defcribed : I prevailed upon 
him to go back to my howfe, where he fometimes haftily traverfed 
the room, and fometimes fate fixed in a kind of ftupid infenfibility 
upon the floor. While he was in one of thefe fits, news was 
brought that his father was dead, and had the morning after he 
was taken ill difinherited him, declaring that by the infamy of his 
conduct he had broke his heart. 


Eucento heard this account without any apparent {urprize or 
emotion, but could not be perfuaded to change his pofture or re- 
ceive any food, till his {pirits being quite exhaufted, fleep relieved 


him a few hours from the agony of his mind. 
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THE night on which his father was buried, he wrapped him- 
-felf up in a horfeman’s coat that belonged to my fervant, and 
followed the proceffion at a diftance on foot. When the ceremony 
was over and the company departed, he threw himfelf on the: 
grave, and hiding his face in the duft, wept over it in filence that 
was interrtipted only by groans. I, who had followed him un- 
perceived, did not think it prudent to intrude upon the folemnity 
of his forrow; till the morning dawned: he was furprized, and I 
thought fomething confounded to fee me ; he fuffered me, how- 


ever, to lead him away, but neither of us uttered a word. 


He told me the next day, that he would trouble me:a few 
nights longer for a lodging, and in the mean time think of fome : 
means by which he might obtain a fubfiftence : he was, indeed; 
totally deftitute, without money and without a profeflion; but 
he made no complaint, and obftinately refufed all pecuniary af- 


fittance. 


In lefs than a week afterwards, having converted his watch, 
his fword, a fnuff box, and ring, into money, he engaged as a 
common failor in a private undertaking to difcover the north-weft 


~paflage to India. 


Wuen he communicated this defperate enterprize, he appeared 
perfectly compofed: ‘“ My dear friend,” faid he, << it has been 
« always my point of honour to obey the commands of GOD, 
« the prime author of my being and the ultimate objet of my 
“« hope, at whatever rifque ; and Ido not repent that I have fteadily 
«© adhered to this principle at the expence of all that is valuable 
“upon earth: I have fuffered the lofs of fortune, of love, and 
“ of fame; but I have preferved my integrity, and I know that 


as | 
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‘© T fhall not lofe my reward. To thefe I would, indeed, add the 
“¢ efteem, though not the love of Ametra. She will hear of me 
«‘ as degraded and difinherited, a coward, a vagabond, and a fu- 
« sitive ; and her efteem, I think, I have fufficient reafon to give 
‘© up: grief will wound her deeper than contempt ; it is, there- 
‘< fore, beft that fhe fhould defpife me. Some of thofe, by whom 
« fhe is addreffed, -deferve her ; and I ought not to with-hold a 
«© felicity which I cannot enjoy. I fhall embark to-morrow; and 
“‘ your friendly embrace is all the good that I expect to receive 
“ from this country, when I depart in fearch of others which are 


“ unknown.” 


To this addrefs I was not in a condition to reply ; and per- 
ceiving that I was overwhelmed with grief, he left me, perhaps, 
left his purpofe fhould be fhaken, and my weaknefs fhould prove 


contagious. 


On the morrow I attended him to the fhip: he talked to me of 
indifferent things; and when we patted wrung my hand, and 
turned from me abruptly without fpeaking. I hafted into the boat 
which waited to bring me on fhore, and would not again feel the 


pangs of yefterday for all the kingdoms of the world. 


Sucu is the friend I have loft! fuch is the man, whom the 
world has difgraced for refufing a challenge !_ but none who are 
touched with pity at his misfortunes, wifh that he had avoided 
them by another conduct; and not to pity EuGEN1o, is furely 


to be a monfter rather than a man. 


Ir may, perhaps, be queftioned, whether I ought thus to have 


exhibited his ftory under feigned names; or have a right to at- 
tempt 
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tempt that which he forbore. My love to him, is, indeed, my 
motive: but J think my conduct is juft when I confider, that 
though it is poflible that AMpLira may by the perufal of thefe 
papers fuffer the moft tender, and, therefore, the moft. exquifite 
diftrefs, by the re-eftablifhment of her efteem for him who-moft 
deferves-it ;-yet the world may derive new virtue, from the dig- 
nity which the charaéter of Evcrnio reflects upon his conduc: 
his example is truly illuftrious; and as it can {carce fail.to excite 


emulation, it-ought.not to be concealed. 


Iam, SIR, 





Your humble fervant, 


BENEVOLUS,. 
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Luventas vitam excolucre per artes. VIRG. 


ai ra = long obferved., The effet of all oar Se ob- 
( jects, however great or fplendid, ceafes with 
their novelty ; the courtier ftands without emo- 


ee 





little attention to their colours or. their 2 
grarice ; and the inhabitant of the coaft darts his eye upon the 
‘mmentfe diffufion of waters, without awe, wonder, or terror. 


Tose who have paft much of their lives in this great city, 
look upon its opulence and its multitudes, its extent and variety, 
0 Ae with 
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‘with cold indifference ; but’ an. inhabitant-of the remoter parts of 
the kingdom is immediately diftinguifhed by a‘kind of difftpated: 
curiofity, a bufy endeavour to divide his attention amongft athou- 
fand objects, and a wild confufion of aftonifhment and alarm, 


THE attention of a new-comer is generally firft ftruck by the 

aultiplicity of cries that {tun him in the ftreets, and the variety of 
sree 3 fe and manufactures which the fhopkeepers expofe on 
every hand; and he is.apt, by:unwary burfts of admiration, to 
excite’the merriment and-contempt-of thofe, who -miftake the ufe 
of their -eyes for effects of their -underftanding, and confound ae- 
ciderital knowledge with juit.reafoning. 


But, furely, thefe are fubje&ts on -which!any man may with- 
out reproach employ his meditations : the innumerable occupations, 
among which the thoufands that fwarm in the ftreets of London 
are diftributed, may furnifh employment to minds of every -cait, 
and .capacitiés’ of "every: degtées ~ He that‘contemplates ‘the ex- 
‘tent. of this-wonderful-city; -finds-it-difficult-to conceive; by~what 
method plenty is maintained im our markets, and how the -inhabi- 
tants are regularly fupplied with the neceflaries of life; but when 
he examines the {hops and warehoufes, fees the immenfe ftores of 
every kind of merchandife piled up for fale, and runs over all the 
manufactures of art and produdtstof nature, twhich-are évery where 
attracting his eye and foliciting his purfe, he will ‘be inclined to 
conclude, that {uch quantities:cannot eafily be-exhaufted, .and that 
part of mankind*muft foon ftand ftill for, want of employment, till 
the wares already provided {hall be worn.out.and deftroyed. 


As SOCRATES was paffing through the fair at-Athens, and 
cafting his eyes over the fhops and cuftomers, ‘ how many things‘ 
care Here,” fays he, ** ‘that -I-do not want!” The famefentiment 
1S every moment rifing in the mind of him. that walks the ftreets 
of London, Hower: inferior in philofophy to. SocRArEs: he be- 
holds'a thoufand’ fhops crouded with goods, of which he can 
{carcely tell the ufe, and which, ‘therefore, he is apt to confider as 
of no value; and,’ indeed, many of. the arts by which families 
are fapported;’ and ‘wealth is heaped’ together, are of that 

minute 
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minute and fuperfluous‘kind, which nothing but. experience could 
evince pofirble to be profecuted-with advantage, and which, ‘as the 
world might eafily want, it could {carcely be expected to encourage. 

But fo it is; that cuftom, curiofity, or wantonnefs; fupplies 
every art with patrons, and finds purchafers for-every manufa@ure ; 
the world is fo adjufted, that not only bread, but riches may be 
obtained ‘without’great abilities, or arduous performances : the moft 
unfkilful hand and unenlightened mind have fufficient incitements 
to induftry; for he that is refolutely bufy; can fcarcely be in want: 
there is, indeed, no employment, however ‘defpicable, from which 
a man may not promife himfelf more than competence, when he 
fees thoufands-and myriads raifed to: dignity, by no other-merit 
than-that of contributing to fupply their neighbours with the-means 
of fucking -fmoke through a tube of-clay; and others raifing con- 
tributions upon: thofe, whofe’ elegance. difdains- the erofinels. of 
{moky luxury; by grinding the fame materials into ‘a-powder, that 
may at once gratify and impair the {mell. 


Nor only by thefe popular‘and modifh trifies, but by-a thoufand 
unheeded and evanefcent kinds of bufinefs, are the multitudes of 
this city preferved from idlenefs, and confequently from want in 
the endlefs variety of taftes and circumftances that diverfify man+ 
kind, nothing is fo fuperfluous, but that fome one defiresit; or fo 
common, but that. fome ore’is compelled''to- buy it. ' As nothing 
is ufelefs but becaufe it is in improper hands, what is thrown away 
by one is gathered up by another; and the refufe of part of man- 
kind furnifhes a fubordinate clafs with the. materials: neceflary to 
their fupport. 


Wuewn look ‘round upon thofe who are thus varioufly exerting 
their qualifications, I cannot but admire the fecret concatenation of 
feciety, that links together the ‘great and‘the mean, the illuftrious 
and the obfcure’; ‘and confider with benevolent fatisfaction, that no 
mian, unlefé his'body or. mind ‘be totally difabled, has need to fuffer 
the mortification’ of feeing? himfelf ufelefs- or burdenfome to the 
community: he* that: will diligently: labour, in whatever occupa- 
tion, will deferve the fuftenance- which» he obtains, and’ the pro- 
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tection which he enjoys; and may lie down every night with the 
pleafing confcioufnefs, of having contributed fomething to the 
happinefs of life. 


ContTempr and admiration are equally incident to narrow 
minds : he whofe comprehenfion can take in the whole fubordina- 
tion of mankind, and whofe perfpicacity can pierce to the real ftate 
of things through the thin veils of fortune or of fathion, will dif. 
cover meannefs in the higheft flations,..and dignity in the meanett ; 
and find that no man can become venerable but by virtue, or con- 
temptible but by wickednefs. 


In the midft of this univerfal hurry, no man ought to be fo little 
influenced by example, or fo void of honeft emulation, as to ftand 
a_lazy {pectator of inceffant labour; or pleafe himfelf with the 
mean happinefs of a drone, while, the active fwarms are buzzing 
about him: no man is without fome quality, by the due applica- 
tion of which he might deferve well.of the world.; and whoever. 
he be that has but little in his power, fheuld be in hafte to do 
that little, left he be confounded, with-him that can do nothing. 


By this general concurrence of endeavours, arts of every kind 
have been fo long cultivated, that all.the wants of man may be 
immediately eet 3 Idlenefs can fcarcely form a with: which the 
may not gratify by the toil.of others, or curiofity dream of a toy 
which the fhops are not ready to afford her. 


FiAPPINESs is enjoyed only in proportion as it is known; and 
fuch is the ftate or folly of man, that it is known only by experience 
of its contrary: we who have long lived amidft the conveniences 
of a town immenfely populous, have fcarce an-ideaof a place 
where defire cannot be gratified by money. In order to have.a juft 
fenfe of this artificial plenty, it is neceffary to have pafied fome 
time in a diftant colony, or thofe parts of our ifland which. are. 
thinly inhabited: he that has once known how many trades every 
man in fuch fituations is compelled to exercife, with how much. 
labour the produdts of nature muft be accommodated to human ufe,, 
how long the lofs or defect of any common utenfil muft-be endured, 

or 
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ot by what a ‘cera éxpedients it mutt be faip plied, how far men 

may wander with money in their hands before a any can fell them 
what they with to buy,. will know how to rate at its proper value 
the plenty and eafe ofa great city. 


But that the happinefs of man may ftill remain imperfe@, as 
wants in this place are eafily fupplied, new wants likewife are eafily 
Irv 


4 fa 


created : every man, in fu veyir ng the fhops of ele fees num- 
betlefs inftruments rad Alea of which, while he did not 
know them, he never felt the need; and yet, when 1 Ge) has made 
them familiar, wonders how life could be fupported without 
them. Thus it comes to pafs, that our defires always increafe with 
our pofleffions ; the knowledge that fomething remains yet unen- 


joyed, impairs our enjoyment of the good before us. 


HEY who have been accuftomed to the refinements of f{cience, 
and multiplications of contrivance, foon lofe their confidence in the 
unafiifted powers of nature, forget the paucity of our real neceffities, 
and overlook the eafy methods by which they may be fupplied. 
It were a fpeculation worthy of a philofophical mind, to examine 
how much is taken away from our native abilities, as well as added 
to them by artificial expedients. We are fo accuftomed to give 
anid receive affiftance, that each of us fingly can do little for himéelf; 
and there is fcarce any one amongit us, however contracted may be 
his form of life, who does not enjoy the labour of a thoufand artifts. 


Bur a furvey of the various nations that inhabit the earth will 
inform us, that life may be fupported with lefs‘affiftance, and that 
the dexterity, which practice enforced by neceffity produces, is 
able to effect much by very fcanty means. Thé nations of Mexico 
and Peru erected cities and temples without the ufe of iron ; and at 
this day the rude Indian fupplies himfelf with all the neéceffaries of 
life : -fent like the reft of mankind naked into thé world, as foon as 
his parents have nurfed him up to ftrength, he ts to provide by his 
own labour for his own fupport. His firft care is to find a,fharp flint 
among the rocks; with this he undertakes to fell the trees of the 
foreft, he fhapes his bow, heads his arrows, builds his cottage, 
and hollows his canoe, and from that time lives in a ftate of plenty 

and 
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and profperity ; he is fheltered: from the ftorms, he ‘is ’ fortified 
againft beafts of prey, hic: is enabled to perfue,the fith of the fea, 
and the deer of the. mountains ;-and as, he does not know, -does 
not envy the apRe of polifhed nations, where gold can fupply 
of fortitude and fkill, and he whofe laborious anceftors 

e him rich, may lie ftretched upon a couch, and fee all 
reafures of all the elements poured down before him. 
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Tus picture of a favage life, if it fhews how much individuals 
may perform, fhews likewife how much fociety is to be defired : 
though the perfeverance and addrefs of the Indian excite our admi- 
ration, they neverthelefs cannot procure him the conveniences 
which are enjoyed by the vagrant beggar of a civilized country : he 
hunts like awild beaft to fatisfy his hunger ; and when he lies down 
to reft after a fuccefsful chace, cannot pronounce himfelf fecure 
againft the danger of perifhing in a few days ; he is, perhaps, con- 
tent with his condition, becaufe he knows not that a better. is at- 
tainable by man ; ashe that is born blind does not long for the per- 
ception of light, becaufe he cannot conceive the advantages which 
light would afford him: but hunger wounds and wearinefs are real 
evils, though he believes them, equally incident to all his fellow 
creatures ; and when a tempeft compels him to lie ftarving in his 
hutt, he cannot juftly be concluded equally happy with thofe whom. 
art has exempted from the power of chance, and who make the 
foregoing year provide for the following. 


To receive and to communicate affiftance, conftitutes the hap- 
pinefs of human life : man may indeed preferve his exiftence in foli- 
tude, but can enjoy it only in fociety: the greateft underftanding 
of an individual, doomed to procure food and cloathing for him- 
felf, will barely fupply him with expedients to keep off death from 
day to day ; but as one of a large community performing only his 
{hare of the common bufinefs, he gains leifure for intellectual plea~ 
fures, ‘and enjoys the happinefs of reafon and reflection. 
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Nocet empta dolore voluptas. OVID. 


§'T has been remarked, thatthe play of brutes 
is always’ a mock fight;‘and, perhaps, this is 
equally true ‘of all the fports, that have been 
invented by reafon for the amufement of man- 
kind. The celebrated games of antiquity were 





%z\6. fomething more; the conflict was often fata 

and the the of the {pectators feems to have been SKaue Aun 
to the danger of thes combatants: nor does it appear, that any 
{port has been fince contrived, which can eratify pure benevolence, 
or entertain without producing an oppofition of intereft. There are, 
indeed, many externa il advantages which it has never been’ thought 





immoral to acquire, though an oppofition of intereft is neceflarily 
implied; ‘advantages, which, like a ftake at cards, one party can 
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only gain by the lofs‘of the-other; for wealth and: poverty, éb{cu- 
rity and diftin@ion, command and fervitude, -are ‘mutually -re- 
lative, and.thecexiftence-of cach is-by.each-reciprocally.derived:and 


‘given. 


Pray, therefore, is not unlawful, merely as a conteft; ‘nor:can 
‘the pleaiure of them that win, be imputed to a criminal want of 


j 
+ 


venevolence:in this {tate of imperfetion, merely ‘becaufe itis en- 
joyed at the.expence of thofe who lofe. But as‘in'bufinefs, «it has 
never been held lawful. to circumvent thofe whom we defire to 
excell; fo.in play, the chance of lofs.and gain ought to be always 

~equal: at‘leaft,each party fhould be apprized: of the force employed 
againft him ; and if then he plays againft odds, no man has a right 
to enquire his motive, though a good man would decline:to.engage 
hin, 


“THERE is, however, one fpecies of diverfion-which has not been 
generally condemned, though it «is preduced ‘by-an attack -upon 
thofe who have not voluntarily entered -the -lifts; who find them- 

‘felves buffeted in the dark, and have neither means of defence.nor 
poffibility of advantage. 


THESE ‘feats.are atchieved by the knights errant of mirth, and 
known by the name of Frorrcxs: under this name,.indeed, many 
{pecies of wanton cruelty have been practifed, without incurring 
the infamy, .or -raifing the indignation which they deferve ; and it 
is.extremely. difficult to fix-upon any certain criterion, ‘by which 
frolicks maybe diftinguifhed into:criminal end innocent. If-we 
could difcern effects while they.are involved in their .caufes, and 
afcertain. every, remote .confequence of .our.ewn actions, perhaps 
thefe fallies.might be allowed under the fame reftrictions as raillery.: 
the falfe alarms.and ridiculous diftrefs into which others -are -be- 
trayed.to make.us.fport, fhould be-fuch only as will. be fubjeéts of 
merriment even to the fufferer when they are paft, and remem- 
‘bered neither with refentment -nor regret: but as every action 
may produce effects.over which human power has no influence, 
-and which human fagacity cannot forefee; we fhould not lightly 
venture to the verge of evil, nor ftrike at others though with 

a 
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a teed, left like the rod of Moses it become a ferpent in our 
chands., 


‘Durine the hard froft in the year Mpccxt, four young gentle- 
“men of confiderable rank rode into an inn, near one of the princi- 
pal avenues to this city, at eleven o'clock at night without any 
attendant; and having exprefled uncommon concern about their 
horfes, and overlooked the provifion that was made for them, 
‘dalled for a room; ordering wine and tobacco to be brought in, 
and declaring, that as they were to fet out very early inthe 
morning, it was not worth while to go to bed. Before the waiter 
‘returned, each of them had laid a pocket piftel upon the table, 
which when he entered they appeared to be very follicitous to-con- 
-ceal, and {hewed-fome confufion at the furprize: they perceived 
with great fatisfaction, that-the fellow was alarmed at his difcovery; 
and: having upon various pretences called. him often. into the room, 
one of them contrived:to pull out a mafk with his handkerchief 
from the pocket ef-a'horfeman’s coat: they difcourfed in dark and 
ambiguous terms, affected a .bufy and anxious ‘circum{peion, 
urged the man often.to-drink, andi feemed defirous to -render him 
fubfervient to fome. purpofe which they were unwilling to. difcover: 
they endeavoured to conciliate his good will, by extravagant com- 
mendations of his dexterity:and diligence, and encouraged - him «to 
familiarity, .by afking him many: queftions: .he was, however, fill 
cautious and: referved; one. of them, therefore, pretending to. have 
‘known his:mother, put a crown into.his hand, and foon after 
‘took an opportunity to afk him at what hour a:ftage coach, the 
paffengers of which they intended to humbug, {et out in the morning, 
“whether.it was full, .and.if it was attended by.a guard. 


‘THE man was ‘now confirmed in his:fufpicions;.and though he 
had accepted the bribe, refolved to difcover ‘the fecret: having 
evaded the queftions with as muchiart.as he could, he went to 
his mafter Mr. Spiggot, who was then.in. bed, and acquainted him 
with what he had obferved. 


Mr. SprccoTT immediatély got up, and held a confultation 
with his wife what was to be done. She advifed him immediately 
to 
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to fend for the conftable with proper affiftants, ‘and fecure them: 
but he confidered, that as this would probably prevent a robbery, 
it would deprive him of an opportunity to gain a very confider- 
able fam, which he would’ become intitled to upon their con- 
viction, if he could apprehend’ them after the fact; he, therefore, 
very prudently called up ae or five of the oftlers that belonged 
to the ya oy and gota: communicated his fufpicions and defi ign 


and to watch the motions of the isha deited as he fhould 


O-. 


iret. But mine hoft alfo wifely confidering, that this expedition 
would be attended with certain expence, and that the profit which 
hoped was contingent, acquainted the’ paffengers with their 
danger, and propofed that a guard fhould be hired by a voluntary 
contribution ; a Pepoes to which, upon a-fight of the robbers 
through the window, hey readily agreed. Spiggot was now  fe- 
cured againft pecuniary lofs at all events, and about three o’clock 
the knights of the frolick with infinite fatisfa@ion beheld five paf- 
fengers, among whom there was but one gentleman, ftep into’ the 
coach with thé afpect of criminals! going to execution; and enjoyed 
the fignificant figns which pafied between them andthe landlord, 


CaO the precautions ta iken fer their defence. 


As foon as the-coach was’ gone, ’the fuppofed highwaymen 4 paid 
their reckoning “in’ great hafte, and called for their horfes +: care 
had already beén-taken to faddlethem ; ; fort was not MriSpiggot’s 


defiré that the ‘adventurers thould exe) yal before they executed their 
purpofe ; and as foon' as they departed é preg epared to’ follow them 
with his pola He was; ‘iindeeéd; Gantt fulbricied to) fee;nthat 


they turned the ee way when'they went-out'of the innyard ; 
but he fuppofed they might chufe to take a fall circuit to prevent 
carbidiong: as they might eafily overtake the coach’ whenever they 
would: he determined,” however, to keep: behind them; >and, 
therefore, inftead: of ‘going ‘after'the coach, followed thém at a 
diftance, till to his utter difappointment he faw them perfitt in < 
different rout, and at length turn into an inn in Piccadilly, where 
feveral fervants in livery appeared to have been waiting for them, 
and where his curiofity was foon gratified with their characters and 


their “names. 
In 


4 
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In the mean time the coach proceeded in “its journey: the 








pannic of the paflengers encreafed upon perceiving that the 
which they had hired did not come up; and they began to accufe 
Spiggot, of having betrayed them to the robbers for a thare of 
the booty: they could not help looking every moment from the 
window, though it was fo dark that a waggon could not have 
been {een at the diftance of twenty yards: every tree was miftaken 
for a man and horfe, the noife of the vehicle in which they rade 





was believed to be the trampling of perfuers, and they expected 
every moment to hear the coachman commanded ‘to ftop, and to 
fee a piftol thruft in among them with the dreadful injunétion, 
“ Deliver your money.” 


Tuus far the diftrefs, however great and unmerited, will be 
deemed ridiculous; the fufferers will appear to have ingenioufly 
tormented themfelves, by the fagacity with which they reafoned 
from appearances intended to deceive them, and their folicitude 
to prevent mifchiefs which none would attempt. 


Bur it happened that when thecoach had got about two miles out 
of town, it was overtaken by a horfeman who rode very hard, and 
called out with great eagernefs to the driver to ftop: this incident 

fons who had fuffered perpetual apprehenfion and. alarm 

© moment they fet out, produced a proportionate effect. 

vite of the gentleman was fo terrified, that fhe funk down from 

eat ; and he was fo much convinced of his danger, fo touched 

er diftrefs, and fo incenfed againft the ruffian who had produced 

that without uttering a word he drew a piftol from his pocket, 

and feeing the man parley with. the coachman, who had now 
ftopped his horfes, he fhot him dead upon the fpot. 


Tue man, however, who had thus fallen the viGtim of a frolick, 
was foon known to be the fervant of a lady who had paid earneft 
for the vacant place in the ftage; and, having 
been delayed till it was fet out, had followed it in kney 
and fent him before her to detain it till fhe came up. 
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Here the ridicule is at an. end; and we are furprized that 
we did not fooner refle@, that the company had fufhcient caufe for 
their fear and their precaution, and that the frolic was nothing 





more than a lie, which it would have been folly not to believe 
and prefumption to difregard. 

Tue next day, while the Bucks were entertaining a polite circle 
at White’s with an account of the farce they had played the night 
before, news arrived of the cataftrophe. A fudden confufion 
covered every countenance; and they remained fome time filent, 
looking upon each other, mutually accufed, reproached, and con- 
demned. | 





Tus favourable moment was improved by a gentleman, who, 
though fometimes feen in that aflembly, is yet eminent for his 
humanity and his wifdom. ‘A man,” faid he, “ who found 
‘© himfelf bewildered in the intricacies of a labyrinth, when the 
“fun was going down; would think himfelf happy, if a clue 
<- fhould be put into his hand by which he might be led out in 
< fafety : he would not, furely, quit it for a moment, becaufe it 
<‘ might poffibly be recovered ; and if he did, would be in per- 
“* petual danger of ftumbling upon fome other wanderer, and 
«* bringing a common calamity upon both. In the maze of life 





«© we are often bewildered, and darknefs and danger furround us : 
‘< but every one may at leaft fecure confcience againft the power 
<‘ of accident, by adhering inviolably to that rule, by which we 
“are enjoined to abftain even from the APPEARANCES of 
“vewah” 
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TUESDAY, Fay 3, 1753. 
' 











Frere libenter homines id quod volunt credunt. CASAR. 
Vesa 8 Se ULLY has long ago obferved, that no man, 








HN CSN 
ie au QA, however weakened by long life, is fo confcious 
* of his own decrepitude, as not to imagine that 
he-may yet hold his {tation in the world for 


another year. 





ot 
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‘Or the truth of ‘this remark every da y fur- 
nifhes new confirmation: there is no time of life, in which men 
for the moft part feem ‘efs to expect the ftroke of death, than when 
every other eye fees it impending; or are more bufy in providing 
for another year, than when it is plain to all but themfelves, that 
at another year they cannot arrive. Though every funeral that 
pafles before their eyes, evinces the deceitfulnefs of fuch expedta- 

L2Z tions, 





aa - deen ~<a 








ALO THE ADVENTURER. No. 69. 


tions, fince every man who is borne to the grave thought himfelf 
equally certain of living at leaft to the next year, the furvivor ftill 
continues to flatter himfelf, and is never ata lofs for fome reafon 
why his life fhould be protracted, and the voracity ef death con- 
tinue to be pacified with fome other prey. 


i 


nly 0 one of the innumerable artifices practifed in 
the univerfal confpiracy of mankind againft themfelves: every a 


and every condition indulges fome darling fallacy; every man 
amufes himfelf with projects which he knows to be improbable, 
and which, therefore, he refolves to perfue without daring to exa- 
mine them. Whatever any man ardently detires, he very veal 
believes that he fhall fome time attain: he whofe intemperance has 
overwhelmed him with difeafes, while he languifhes in the fpring, 


=} 


expects v jigour and recovery from the fummer fun; and whi ile he 


melts away in the {ummer, transfers his hopes to the frofts of 
1 
nN 


winter: he that gazes upon elegance or pleafure, which want of 
money hinders Hind fi from imitating or partaking, con mforts himfelf 
that the time of diftrefs will foon be at an end, and that every day 
brings him nearer to a {tate of happinefs ; though he knows it has 
pafied not age: without acquifition of advantage, but perhaps with- 

out endeavours after it, in the formation of f{chemes that cannot be 

executed, and in the contemplation of profpects s which cannot be 


3 a 
a pproached. 


Sucu is the ‘general dream’ in which we all flumber out our 
time; every man thinks the day coming, in which he fhall be gra- 
tified with all his withes, in which he fhall leave all thofe compe- 
titors behind, who are now rejoicing like himfelf in the expectation 
of victory ; the day is always coming to the fervile in which they 
fhall be powerful, to the obfcure in which they fhall be eminent, 
and to the deformed in which they fhall be beautiful. 


Ir any of my. readers has looked with fo little attention on the 
world about him, as to imagine this reprefentation exaggerated 
beyond probability, let him reflect a little upon his own life ; let 
hin un confider what were his hopes and profpects ten years ago, and 

what 
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shat additions he then expected to be made by ten years to his 
happinefs:: thofe years are now elapfed; have they made good the 
promife that was extorted from them, have they advanced his for- 
‘tune, enlarged his knowledge, or reformed his conduct to the degree 
that wasonce expected? I am afraid, every man that recollects 
his hopes, muft confefs his difappointment; and own, that day 
has glided unprofitably after day, and that he is ftill at the fame 


.diftance from the point of happineds. 


Wiru what confolations can thofe who have thus mifcarried in 
their chief defign, elude the memory of their il fuccefs? with 
what amufements can they pacify their difcontent, after the lofs of 
fo large a portion of life? they can give themfelves up again to the 
{ame delufions, they can form new fchemes of airy gratifications, 
and fix another period of felicity ; they :can again refolve to truft 
the promife which they know will be broken, they can walk ina 
circle with their eyes fhut, and perfuade themfelves to think that 
they go forward. 

Or every great and complicated event, par depends upon caufe: 

ut of our power, and part mutt be effected by vigour and perfe- 
verance: with regard to that which is ftiled in common lan- 
guage the work of chance, men will always find reafons for con- 
Sdence or diftruft, according to their different tempers or inclina~ 
tions; and he that has been long accuftomed to pleafe himfelf 
with poffibilities of fortuitous happinefs, will not eafily or willingly 
‘e reclaimed from his miftake: but the effects of human induftry 
and fill are more eafily fubjeGted to calculation; whatever can be 
completed in a year, is divifible into parts, of which each may be 
performed in the compafs of aday ; he, therefore, that has paffed 
the day without attention to the tafk affigned him, may be certain 
that the lapfe of life has brought him no nearer to his object ; for 
swhatever idlenefs may expect from time, its produce will be only 
in proportion to the diligence with which it has been ufed. He 
that floats lazily down the ftream, in perfuit of fomething borne 
along by the fame current, will find himfelf indeed move for- 
ward; but unlefs he lays his hand to the oar, and increafes his 
{peed 
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THERE have happened in every age fome contingencies of ‘une 


cexpected and undeferved fuccefs; by which thofe who are deter- 


mined to believe whatever favours ‘their inclinations, have been 


encouraged te noice themfelves with future advantages ; they 
fupport confidence by confiderations, of which the only proper ufe 


[ 
is to chace away defpair: it is equally abfurd to fit down in idle- 


— 


wnef{s, becaufe fome have been enriched without Jabour ; as to leap 


a precipice becaufe fome have fallen and efcaped with life, or to 
put to fea in a ftorm becaufe fome have cir from.a wreck 
upon the coaft to te they were bound. 


We are all ready to confefs, that belief ought to ‘be proportioned 
to evidence or probability: let any man, therefore, compare the 
number of thofe who have been thus favoured by fortune, and ef 
thofe who have failed of their expectations ; and he will eafily de- 
termine, with what juftnefs he has regiftered himfelf in the lucky 


catalogue 


But ‘there is no need on thefe occafions for deep inquiries or la« 
borious calculations; there is a far eafier method of diftinguifhing 
the hopes of folly from thofe of reafon, of finding the difference 
between profpects that exift before the eyes, and thofe that are only 
pasted on a fond a oe Tom Drowsy had accuftomed 
himfelf to compute the profit of a darling project, till he had no 
was at iafbiea matured by clofe con- 
fideration, all the meafures were accura tely ad sjutted, and he wanted 


only five hundred pounds to become matter of a fortune that might 


longer any doubt of its fuccefs; i 


wus 


be envied by a director of a trading company. ‘om was generous 
and grateful, and was refolved to recompence this fmall affiftance 
with an ample fortune: he, therefore, deliberated for a time, to 
whom amongi{t his friends he fhould declare his neceffities; not 
that he fufpected a refufal, but becaufe he could not fuddediy de- 

termine which of them would make the beft ufe of riches, and 
was, therefore, moft worthy of his favour. At laft his- choice 
was 
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was fettled ; and. knowing that in order to borrow he muft thew 
the probability of repayment, he prepared for a minute and co- 
pious explanation of his project: but here the golden dream was at 
an end: he foon difcovered the impoffibility of impofing upon 
others the notions by which he had fo long impofed upon himéelf ; 
which way foever he turned his thoughts, impoffibility and ab- 
furdity rofe in oppofition on every fide ; even credulity and preju- 
dice were at laft forced to give way, and hé’ grew afhamed of 
crediting himfelf what fhame would not fuffer him to commu- 
nicate to another. 


To this teft let every man bring his imaginations, before they 
have been too long predominant in his mind; whatever is true will 
bear to be related, whatever is rational will endure to be explained: 
but when we delight to brood in fecret over future happinefs, and 
filently to employ our meditations upon {chemes of which we are 
confcious that the bare mention would expofe us ‘to derifion and 
contempt; we fhould then remember, that we are cheating ourfelves 
by voluntary delufions; and giving up to the unreal mockeries of 
fancy, thofe hours in which folid advantages might be attained by 
fober thought and rational affiduity. 


THERE is, indeed, fo little certainty in human affairs, that the 
moft cautious and fevere examiner may be allowed to indulge fome 
hopes, which he cannot prove to be much favoured by probability; 
fince after his utmoft endeavours to afcertain events, he muft often 
leave the iffue in the hands of chance: and fo fcanty is our prefent 
allowance of happinefs, that in many fituations life could {carcely 
be fupported, if hope were not allowed to relieve the prefent 
hour by pleafures borrowed from futurity; and reanimate the 
languor of dejection to new efforts, by pointing to diftant regions 
of felicity, which yet no refolution or perfeverance {hall ever 


reach. 


Bur thefe, like all other cordials, though they may invigorate 
in a {mall quantity, intoxicate in a greater; thefe pleafures, like 
the reft, are lawful only in certain circumftances, and to certain 

degrees ; 
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degrees; they may berufeful ina due-{ubferviency to nobler, pur- 
pofes, but become dangerous and deftructive, when :once they gain 


the afcendant in the heart: to footh the mind. to tranquillity by 


hope, even when that hope is likely to deceive us, may be fome- 
times ufeful; but to lull our faculties in a lethargy, is poer and 
defpicable. 


Vices and errors are differently modified, according to the ftate 
of the minds to which they are incident: to indulge hope beyond 
the warrant of reafon, is the failure alike of mean and elevated under- 
{tandings ; but its foundation and itseffects are totally different : the 
man of high courage and great abilities, is apt to place too much 
confidence in himfelf, and to expect from a vigorous exertion of his 
powers more than fpirit or diligence can attain between him and 
his wifh he fees obftacles indeed, but he expects to overleap or 
break them; his miftaken ardour hurries him forward; and 
though perhaps he miffes his end, he neverthelefs obtains fome 
collateral good, and performs fomething ufeful to mankind and 
honourable to himéelf, 


Tue drone of timidity prefumes likewife to hope, but with- 
out ground and without confequence; the blifs with which he 
folaces his hours, he always expects from others, though very 
often he knows not from whom; he folds his arms about him, 
and fits in expectation of fome revolution in the ftate that thall 
raife him to greatnefs, or fome golden fhower that {hall load him 
with wealth ; he dozes away the day in mufing upon the morrow; 
and at the end of life is roufed from his dream only to  difcoyer, 
that the time of action is paft, and that he can now thew his wifdom 
only by repentance, , 
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Virtus, repulffe nefcia fordidz, 
Intaminatis fulget bonoribus ; 
Nec fumit aut pomt fecures, 
Arbitrio popularis aure. Hor. 


Ar, ADVENTURER, 


perfon whom your yrs bias jent 





of AGRESTIS. * There re fome we 
lars in my character, which, perhaps, he has 
miftaken: but I love plain dealing; and as he 
did not intend to flatter me, I forgive him: 
perhaps my heart is as warm as another’s, and I am no ftr anger to 
any principles that would lead a man to do a handfome thing. But 
to the point. I approve your publifhing the ftory of Eugenio; 
and I am determined the world fhall not lofe the fequel of it, in 
which you are more concerned than perhaps you may imagine. 


Aaaa You 
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You muft know, Sir, that [had obferved my girl to go moping 
about of late more than common; though in truth fhe has been 
omewhat grave ever fince fhe difmifled Venrosus. I was deter- 
to keep an eye upon her; and fo watching her pretty clofely, 
Featched her laft Saturday was fev’night almoft drowned in tears 


J 


with your paperin her hand. I laid hold of it in an inftant, and 
putting on my fpectacles began to read, with a threwd fufpicion 
that I fhould find eut a fecret. Her paffion of crying fill in- 
ereafed: and when I had locked here and there in th e paper, I was 
convinced that fhe was by fome means deeply interefted in the ftory, 
which, indeed, appeared to me to be full of misfortune. In fhort 
I prefied her fo home upon the fubject, that fhe put the other two 

papers into my hand, and tell ing me who were meant by the 
names, I began to read with great eagernefs; though to confefs a 
truth, I could fearce fee the three laft pages. Odds my life, thinks 
I, what an honeft fellow this Eucenio is! and leering up at my 
girl, I thought I never faw her look fo like her mother before. 
I took her about the neck and kiffed her; but I did not tell her 
what I had in my head: however, to encourage her, I bid her be 
a good child; and 1 inftantly ordering my coach, I went diretly to 
BENEvoLus, of whom I la the fhip’s name on board of 
which Eucenio was embarked, and when the failed. ‘The doctor, 

whether he gueffed at my intention or not, looked as if he would 
have leaped out of his fkin; and told me, with a kind of wild 
eagernefs, that the vefiel having met with an accident in going out, 


was put back and then Iz ay in the river near Gravefend. 


Wirn this intelligence I returned to my daughter, and told her 
my mind. “ Emmy,” fays 1, “ the Caprain was always in my 
‘““ opinion a worthy man; and when I had reafon to believe you 
66 


liked him, I did not refolye to part you becaufe he was without 


a 
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“ a title or an eftate, but becaufe I could not be reconciled to his 
*< profeffion. I wasdetermined you fhould never marry a cockade, 
‘* and carry a knapfack; and if he had been.a general officer, I would 
*« have preferred an heneft citizen, who-encourages trade and na- 
“‘-vigation, before him. Befides, I was angry that you fhould hold 
“* a private correfpondence, and think to carry your point without 
““ me: but you were greatly mifreprefented ; fo was the Caprain: 
** he has gallantly removed all my ebjeCions at once, he is not now 
«¢ in the army, nor has he ever attempted to fubvert my autho- 
‘ rity: he is a true heart, and I feel that I love him as my fon, 
« He is fill within reach; and yow fhall this moment write te 
« him with your own hand, and tell him, that I-fay he fhall be 
“ your hufband. I have money enough for ye both; and if I pleafe, 
«* T can make him a lord.” The poor child fat with her handker 
chief up to her eyes while I was fpeaking, and I did not imme- 
diately perceive, that, upon hearing the Caprain was not gone, 
fhe had fainted.‘ We could fcarce keep life in her for above two 
hours; but at laft fhe a little recovered her fpirits, and brought 


me the following billet. 


To EvGENIG, 


sale ce 
a Y dear papa commands me to intreat, that you would 
I “ immediately come on fhore, and from this hour con- 


* fider his houfe as your own. He is greatly affected with the flory 


“* of your generofity and diftrefs, which he has juft learnt by an 
“© accident which I cannot now communicate; and he is determined 


“ to make you his heir, without prejudice to, 


: Gols eateg 
S IR, your humble 
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WueEn I had perufed this epiftle, “ Pfhaw” fays I, “ put 
“* affectionate at the end of it, or elfe he won’t come now.” This 
made her fmile. I was glad to fee her look chearful ; and having 
with fome difficulty procured the proper addition, I difpatched the 
letter inftantly by my own fervant on horfeback, and ordered a 
light chariot and four to follow him, and take up Eucenio’s 
friend the doctor by the way. I will not tell you, Sir, how 
EuGENIO, as you have called him, behaved upon the receipt of 
this letter ; it is enough, that in about eight hours he arrived with 
his friend at:my houfe: neither will I tell you how the lovers be- 
haved when they met ; it is enough, that they are to be married 
next Thurfday. I add fome particulars for your private infpection 
in the poft{cript, that you may give us your company at the wed- 
ding. I dare fay you will fhare the happinefs of which you have 
been the inftrument; and I affure you that you will be extremely 


welcome to the company, but to none more than to 


Yours heartily, 


AGRESTIS. 


I am extremely obliged to AcresTis for his poftfcript, but yet 
more for his letter; which, if I may be allowed to judge by its 
effect, is the moft eloquent performance I ever read: its excellence 
I am perfuaded will be univerfally acknowledged, becaufe it will 
be felt. I fhall, however, add fome remarks, which, perhaps, 
may not occur to every mind, as every mind has not acquired a habit 


of {peculation. 


Evcenio’s heroic perfeverance in virtue, though it appeared to 
preclude all his hopes of temporal advantage, yet eventually ful- 
filled them. If he had with lefs generofity engaged in a clandeftine 

love, 
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love, either he would have forfeited the efteem of AMELIA, or 
fhe would have incurred the refentment of her father - if: he had 
fucceeded to the remains of his paternal eftate, he might ftill have 
been fufpected by Acrestis; and if he had. continued in the 


army, however. preferred, he would {till have been difapproved, 


Tus, perhaps, if remote confequences could be difcovered by 
human forefight, we fhould fee the wifdom and. the kindnefs. of 
DIVINE PRESCRIPTION; we fhould fee, that the precepts. which 
we are now urged to neglect by our defire of happinefs, were given 
to prevent our being precipitated by error into mifery.; at. leaft, it 
would appear, that if fome immediate advantage is gained by the 
individual, an equivalent lofs is fuftained by fociety : and as fociety 
is only an aggregation of individuals, he, who feeks his own ad- 
vantage at the expence of fociety, cannot long be exempted from 


the general calamity which he contributes to produce. 


Suc is the neceflary imperfection of human laws, that many 
private injuries are perpetrated of which they take no cognizance: 
but if thefe were allowed to be punithed by the individual againtt 
whom they are committed, every man would be judge and exe- 
cutioner in his own caufe, and univerfal anarchy would imme- 
diately follow. The laws, therefore, by which this practice is 
prohibited, ought to be held more facred than any other: and the 
violation of them is fo far from being neceffary to prevent an im- 
putation of cowardice, that they are enforced, even among thofe 
in whom cowardice is punifhed with death, by the following claufe 


in the nineteenth ARTICLE of war. 


“Nor fhall any officer or foldier upbraid another for REFUSING 
“a CHALLENGE ; fince, according to thefe our orders, they do but 
* the 





~ 
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1 1 W wit i 9 ll men W ho have 


i i } ir obedi unto: and who- 
<¢ opinion of difadvantage In their obedience here 
i 


& oever thall upbraid them, or offend inthis cafe, fhall be pu- 


sé nithed ag a. CHALLENGER. 

Ir is to be prefumed, that of this claufe no gentleman in the 
army is ignorant’; and thofe, who by the arrogance of their folly 
labour to render it ineffeCtual, fhould, as enemies to their COUNTRY, 


be driven out of it with deteftation and contempt. 





The End of the First VoLwuME. 
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GENERAL Motto. 
On vent’rous wing in queft of praife I go, 
And leave the gazing multitude below. 


iINUMB. : 
71 We ftrive to paint the manners and the mind. 
72 Many things happen between the cup and 
/ 
the lip. 
M 1 
73 Pray’rs made and granted in a lucklefs hour. 
Dryven, 
74 I mift my end, and loft my way, 
By crack-brain’d wifdom led aftray. 
+5 To fhew what pious wifdom’s pow’r can do, 
The poet fets Ulyffes in our view. 
Francis. 
As when in autumn Jove his fury pours, 
And earth is loaden with inceffant fhowers : 
From their deep beds he bids the rivers rife, 
And opens all the floodgates of the fkies. 
Pope. 
Stern winter {miles on that aufpicious clime; 
The fields are florid with unfading prime : 
From the bleak pole no winds inclement 


blow, 
Mould the round hail, or fhake the fleecy 
{now ; 


But from the breezy deep, the Bleft inhale 
The fragrant murmurs of the weftern gale. 
POPE. 


“ 
ON 


Conduct me, thou of beings caufe divine, 
Where’er I’m deftin’d in thy great defign ! 
Adtive I follow on: for fhould my will 
Refift, I'm impious; but mutt follow ftill. 
Harris. 


77 'To taint th’ attentive mind fhe tries 
With tales of exemplary vice. 
78 Nor quit for life, what gives to life its worth, 
79 Who then is free? —The Wife, who well 
maintains 
Anempireo’er himfelf ; whom neither chains, 
Nor want, nor death, with flavith fear in- 
{pire ; 
Who boldly anfwers to his warm defire; 
Who can ambition’s vaineft gifts defpife ; 
Firm in himfelf who on himfelf relies ; 
- Polifh’d and round who runs his proper courfe, 
And breaks misfortune with fuperior force. 
FRANCIS, 


$0 ‘There are not wanting perfons fo dull and 
infenfible, as to deter ftudents from reading 
books of this kind, which, they fay, are 
poetical, and pernicious to the purity of 


Ver Orel Ur veo me 


Nuns. 
morals: but I am of opinion, that they 
are not only worthy to be read by the in- 
ftructors of youth in their fchools, but 
that the old and experienced fhould again 
and again perufe them, 


Antiphates his hideous feaft devour, 
Charybdis bark, and Polyphemus roar. 
Francis, 
Tho’ all are fair, fhe fhines above the reff. 
81 Avaunt defpair. 
82 Now know I what is love. 


83 The poet ought to exert his whole ftrength 
and fpirit in the folution of his plot; 
which is the principal part of the fable, 
and requires the utmoft diligence and 
care. 

84 But take the danger and the fhame away, 

And vagrant nature bounds upon her prey. 
FRANCIS. 

85 The youth, who hopes th’ Olympic prize 

to gain, 
All arts muft try, and every toil fuftain. 
FRANCIs, 
86 ‘The wandering with of lawlefs love fupprefs. 
Francis. 
87 Your friend is paflionate; perhaps unfit 
For the brifk petulance of modern wit : 
His hair ill cut, his robe that aukward flows, 
Or his large thoes, to raillery expofe 
‘The man. 
But underneath this rough uncouth difguife, 
A gentus of extenfive knowledge lies. 
FRANCIS. 





88 ——_———— She feems alone, 
To wander in her fleep, thro’ ways unknown, 
Guilelefs and dark. Drypen. 


———— 





89 His great excellence was in moving com- 
paffion, with refpeét to which many give 
him the firft place of all the writers of 
that kind. 

go ———— By length of time, 

The fcurf is worn away of each committed 

crime ; 

No {peck is left of their habitual ftains, 

But the pure zther of the foul remains. 


Dryven. 
gl Thus was the father pious to a crime. 
ADDISON. 


92 Bold be the-critic, zealous to ‘his truft, 
Like the firm judge inexorably jult. 
Yet, 
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—Yet, O Arcadian fwains, 
Ye beft artificers of foothing ftrains ! 
‘Tune your foft reeds, and teach your rocks 
my woes, 
So fhall my thade in fweeter reft repofe. 
O that your birth and bufinefs had been 
mine; 
To feed the flock, and prune the f{preading 
- vine! Warton, 
Here cooling fountains roll thro’ flow’ry 
meads ; 
Here woods, 
heads; 
Here could I wear my carelefs life away, 
And in thy arms infenfibly decay. ' 
Inftead of that, me frantic love detains, 
*Mid foes, and dreadful darts and bloody 
plains : 
While you, and can my foul thetale believe, 
Far from your country, lonely wand’ring 
leave 
Me, me.your lover, barbarous fugitive ! 
Seek the rough Alps, where fnows eternal 
fhine, 
And joylefs borders of the frozen Rhine. 
Ah! may no cold e’er blaft my deareft maid, 
Nor pointed ice thy tender feet invade! 
WarTon. 
But now again no more the woodland maids, 
Nor paftoral fongs delight — Farewell, ye 
fhades — 
No toils of ours the cruel god can change, 
Tho’ loft in frozen defarts we fhould range ; 
‘Tho’ we fhould drink where chilling Hebrus 
flows, 
Endure bleak winter’s blafts, and Thracian 
fhows ; 
Or on hot India’s plainsour flocks fhould feed, 
Where the parch’d elm declines his fickening 
head ; 
Beneath fierce-glowing Cancer’s fiery beams, 
Far from cool breezes and refrething ftreams. 
Love over all maintains refiftlefs {way ; 
And let us love's all-conquering power obey. 
WarRTON. 
We leave our country’s bounds, our much 
- lov’d plains ; 
We from our country fly, unhappy fwains! 
You, Tit’rus, in the groves at leifure laid, 
‘Teach Amaryllis’ name to every fhade. 
Warton. 
And lo! fad part’ner of the general care, 
Weary and faint I drive my goats afar ! 
While fcarcely this my leading hand fuftains, 
Tird with the way, and recent from her 
pains ; 
For mid’ yon tangled hazels as we patt, 
On the bare flints her haplefs twins fhe caft, 
The hopes and promife of my ruin’d fold ! 
Warton. 
Happy old man! then ftill thy farms reftor’d, 
Enough for thee, fhall blefs thy frugal board. 
Whattho’ rough ftones the naked foil o’er- 
{pread, 
Or marfhy bulrufh rear its wat’ry head, 


Lycoris, lift their verdant 
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No foreign food thy teeming ewes fhall fear, 

No touch contagious f{pread it’s influence 
here. 

Happy old man! here ’mid th’accuftom’d 
ftreams 

And facred {prings, you'll fhun the fcorching 
beams; 

While from yon willow-fence, thy pafture’s 
bound, 

The bees that fack 
around, 

Shail fweetly mingle, with 
boughs, 

Their lulling murmurs, and invite repofe : 

While from’ iteep rocks the pruner’s fong is 
heard ; 

Nor the foft-cooing dove, thy fav’rite bird, 

Mean while fhall ceafe to breathe her melting 
ftrain, 

Nor turtles from th’ aerial elm to plain. 

Warton. 

"Tis he who gives my breaft a thoufand pains, 

Can make me feel each paflion that he feigns ; 

Enrage, compofe, with more than magic art ; 

With pity, and with terror, tear my heart; 

And {natch me, o’er the earth, or thro’ the air, 

To Thebes, to Athens, when he will; and 


their flowery ftores 


the whifpering 





where. Pores. 
What I thew, 
Thyfelf may freely on thyfelf beftow. 
Dryven. 


And with {weet novelty your foul detain. 
O happy, if ye knew your happy ftate! 
Drypven. 
As well in the coudué& of the manners as in 
the conftitution of the fable, we mutt al- 
ways endeavour to produce either what is 
neceflary or what is probable. 
Wou'dft thou to honours and preferments 
climb? 
Be bold in mifchief, dare fome mighty crime, 
Which dungeons death or banifhment de- 
ferves. Dryden. 
But in the glorious enterprize he dy’d. 
ADDISON. 
No man e’er reach’d the heights of vice at 
firit. TATE. 
Yet fometimes he miftakes. 





What in the conduét of our life appears 

So well defign’d, fo luckily begun, 

But, when we have our wifh, we with undone. 
Drypen. 


How void of reafon are our hopes and fears ! 
DryDeEN. 


But only virtue thews the paths of peace. 


Menanper, together with Philemon and 
Diphilus, who muft be named with him 
rather as his cotemporaries than his equals, 
invented within the compafs of a few 
years a new kind of comedy, and left it 
beyond the reach of imitation, 

106 Why 
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Nuns. 


, Expell’d and exil'd, left the Trojan thore. 


Why wilt thou rufh to death? — Drypen. 
And of their vain difputings find no end. 
FRANCIS. 
When once the fhort-liv’d mortal dies, 
A night eternal feals his eyes. ADDISON. 
You think me but as mad as.all mankind. 
Sighs, groans, and tears, proclaim his inward 
nains, 
But the firm purpofe of his heart remains. 
DryDEN. 
The deeds of long defeended anceftors 
Are but by grace of imputation ours. 
DryDeEN. 
Such was’the fate of vain loquacity. 
Wrings the fad foul, and bends it down to 
earth. Francis. 
Thofe tender fcenes that pi€tur’d love impart, 
Infure fuccefs and beft engage the heart. 
Whoe’er enjoys th’untroubled breatt, 
With Virtue’s tranquil wifdom blef ; 
With hope the gloomy hour can chear, 
And temper happinefs with fear. FRANCIS. 
But ev’ry defp’rate blockhead dares to write. 
FRANCIS. 
Rage boiling from the bottom of his breaft, 
And forrow mix’d with fhame his foul opprett : 
And -confcious worth lay lab’ing in his 
thought ; 
‘And Jove by jealoufy to madnefs wrought. 


DRYDEN. 
Caught in the train which thou thyfelf haft 
laid. DryDENn. 


By blind impulfe of eager pafhon driv’n. 

By. virtue’s precepts to controul 

The thirfty cravings of the foul, 

is over wider realms to reign 

Unenvied monarch, than if Spain 

You could to diftant Lybia jom, 

And both the Carthages were thine. 
Francis. 

But no frail man, however great or high, 


’ Can be concluded bleit before he die. 


ADDISON. 


Arms, and the man I fing, who fore’d by 
fate, 

















Long labours, both by: fea and land hebore, 
‘And:in the doubtful war. DRYDEN. 
Tragedians too lay by their ftate to grieve : 
Peleus and Telephus, exil’d and poor, 
Forget their {welling and gigantic words: 
He that would have {pectators fhare his grief, 
Muft- write not only well but movingly. 
Roscommon, 
Then. with diftrefsful cries he fills the room, 
Too fure prefages of his future doom. 
DrRyvDEN. 


Some truths may be too ftrong to be believed. 
SOMES, 
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The maid whom now you court in vain, 
Will quickly run in queft of man. 

With heedlefs feet on fires you go, 
That hid in treacherous afhes glow. 


A fober man, like thee, to change his life! 
What fury could poffefs thee with a wife ? 
DryvdeEn. 


Canft thou believe the vaft eternal mind 

Was e’er to Syrts and Libyan fands confin’d? 

That he would chufe this wafte, this barren 
ground, 

To teach the thin inhabitants around, 

And leave his truth in wilds and defarts 
drewn’d? 


The wits of old he praifes and admires. 


When in a wood we leave the certain way, 

One error fools us, tho’ we various ftray, 

Some to the left, and fome to t’other fide. 
FRANCIS. 


Whate’er excites our hatred, love or joy, 

Or hope, or fear, thefe themes my mufe 
employ. 

From the faint embrace 

Unmanly fons arife, a puny race ! 








The man will furely fail who dares delay, 
And lofe to-morrow that has loft to-day. 


And mingle fomething of our times to pleafe. 
Dryven Jun. 


Driv’n thro’ the palpable obfcure. 


“And yet our fires with joy could Plautus 
“<< hear; 

“ Gay were his jefts, his numbers charm’d 
“< their ear.” 

Let me not fay too lavifhly they prais’d ; 

But fure their judgment was full cheaply 
pleas’d, 

If you or I with tafte are haply bleft, 

To know a clownifh from a courtly jeft. 

FRANCIS. 


134 Rarely they rife by virtue’s aid, who hie 


135 


Plung’d in the depth of helplefs poverty. 
DRYDEN. 


Within the grafs conceal’d, a ferpent lies. 


136 And who can hear this tale without a tear? 


137 What have I been doing ? 
138 Whether the tranquil mind and pure, 


Honours or wealth our blifs infure ; 
Or down through life unknown to firay; 
Where lonely leads the filentway ? Francis. 


139 Lonly pointed out the paths that lead 


The panting youth to fteep Parnaffus’ Head ; 

And fhew’d the. tuneful mufes from afar, 

Mixtir a folemm choir. and.dancing there. 
Pitt. 


140: Now ceafe, my pipe, now cedfe Menalian 


Warton. 


THE 


ftrains. 
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——— Hominem pagina nofira fapit. MARTIAL. 


: : ful and interefting than the ftudied paragraphs 
af of PLiny, or the pompous declamations of 
Bausac; as they contain juft pictures of life 





coteand manners, and are the genuine emanations 
of nature. Of this kind I fhall felect a few from the heap I have 
received from my correfpondents, each of which exhibits a diffe- 
rent character, not exaggerated and heightened by circumftances 
that pafs the bounds of reality. 

WO L, Il. B To 
















































THE ADVENTURER. No. 71. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


Sak; Sombre Hall, June 18. 
y AM arrived with Sir Nicolas at this melancholy moated man- 
: fion. Would I could be annihilated during the infupport- 
able tedioufnefs of f{ummer! We are to fup this evening by day 






light (think of that) in the new arbour: my uncle poor man ima- 
gines he has a finer and richer profpect from thence, than the il- 
luminated viftas at Vaux-hall afford, only becaufe he fees a parcel 
of woods, and meadows, and blue hills, and corn fields. We have 
been vifited by our only neighbour Mrs. Thrifty, who values herfelf 
for not having been in town thefe ten years, and for not knowing 
what a Drum means. My fifter and I have laid a fcheme to plague 
her, for we have fent her a card, entreating her to make one at Brag 
next Sunday. For heavens fake fend us your paper weekly, but 
do not give us fo many grave ones, for we want to be diverted 
after ftudying Foyle, which we do for three hours every after- 
noon. Let us know what is done at the next Jubilee Mafquerade. 
How fhall I have patience to fupport my abfence from it! And if 
Madam de Pompadour comes over, as was reported when I left 
town, impart to us a minute account of the complexion fhe now 
wears, and of every article of her drefs: any milliner will explain 
the terms to you. I don’t fee that you have yet publithed the little 
novel I fent you: I affure you it was written by a right honourable. 
But you, I fuppofe, think the ftyle colloquial as you call it, and the 
moral trite or trifling. Colonel Caper’s pindaric ode on theE. O. 

table, muft ahateely be inferted in your very next paper, or elfe 
never expect te hear again from 


LETITIA. 


To the ADVENTURER. 
SIR, 


Apply to you, asa perfon of prudence and knowledge of the 
world, for dire@tions how to extricate myfelf out of a great and 
uncommon difficulty. To enable myfelf to breed up a numerous 
family 
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family ona {mall preferment, I have been advifed to indulge my 
natural propenfity for poetry, and to write a tragedy: my defign 
1s to apprentice my eldeft fon toa reputable tradefman, with the 
‘profits I fhould acquire by the reprefentation of my play, being de-~ 
terred by the inordinate expences of an Univerfity education from 
making him a fcholar. An old gentlewoman in my parifh, a great 
reader of religious controverfy, whom celibacy and the leffening the 
intereft of money have made morofely devout, accidentally hearing 
of my performance, undertook to cenfure me in all companies 
with acrimony and zeal, as acting inconfiftently with the dignity of 
my public character, and as a promoter of debauchery and lewd- 
nefs. She has informed my church-wardens, that the play houfe 
is the temple of Satan, and that the firft chriftians were ftrictly for- 
bidden to enter the theatres as places impure and contagious. My 
congregations grow thin ; my Clerk fhakes his head, and fears his 
Majer is not fo found as he ought to be. . I was lately difcourfing 
on the beautiful parable of the prodigal fon, and moft unfortunately 
quoted Erasmus’s obfervation on it, “ ex quo quidem argumento 
** poffet non inelegans texi comedia,” on which fubject a moft elegant 
comedy might be compofed. ‘This quotation has ruined me for ever, 
and deftroyed all the little refpect remaining for me in the minds of 
my parifhioners. What, cried they, would the parfon put the 
Bible into verfe? would he make flage plays out of the Scriptures? 
How, Sir, am I to act? Affift me with your advice. Am I for 
ever to bear unreafonable obloquy, and undeferved reproach? or 
muft I, to regain the good opinion of my people, relinquith all 
hopes of the five hundred pounds I was to gain by my peice, 
and generoufly burn my tragedy in my church yard, in the face 
of my whole congregation? 


Yours; &c. 


JACOB THOMSON. 








































Pa THE ADVENTURER. Nog 


‘To the ADVENTURER. 
> Ahk, 
“W Had almoft finithed a view of the infide of St. Peter’s at Rome 
Bin butter fly-work, when my, cruel fquirrel accidentally trod 
upon the purple emperor, of which the high altar was to have been 
made. ‘This is the firft letter I have written after my dreadful 
lofs ; and it is to defire you to put an advertifement at the end of 
your next paper, fignifying, that whoever has any purple emperors 
or fwallow-tazls to difpofe of, may hear of a purchafer at lady 
Wuuim’s in New Bond-{ftreet. 
| Yours, &c. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


ip) 


I R, 
, EF you will pay off my milk-fcore and lodgings, and ftop my 
taylor from arrefting me, I will immediately fet out for Lyons 
on foot, and ftay there, provided you will put twenty pieces in 
my pocket, till I have tranflated into Englifh the manufeript of 
Loneinus which you talk of in your fifty firft paper. Favour 
me with a {peedy anfwer directed to Mr. Quituit, at the -cork- 
cutter’s in Witch-ftreet Drury-lane. 


P.S. Seven bookfellers have already applied to me, and offer 
to pay me very generoufly for my tranflation, efpecially as there 
is no French one for me to confult. 


To the ADVENTURER. 
SIR, 

OU affe& great tendernefs and fenfibility whenever you 
{peak of the ladies. I have always defpifed them as trifling 

and expenfive animals; and have, therefore, enjoyed the delicious: 
liberty of, what they idly and opprobrioufly call, an old bachelor. 
I confider love in no other light than as the parent of mifery 
and folly, and the fon of idlenefs and eafe. I am, therefore, in- 
expreflibly delighted with a paflage of uncommon fenfe and pene- 
tration, which I lately met with in the works of the celebrated 
fiver, and which, becaufe no Englifh writer has taken notice of 
it, 
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it, 


a beg you would publith for the ufe of my countrymen, as it 


will impart to them a method of efcaping the defpicable lot of 
living under female tyranny. 


nw 
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‘* Love,” fays this judicious prelate, “ is not only a paffion of 
the foul like hatred and envy, but is alfo a malady of the body 


like a fever. It is fituated in the blood and: the animal {pirits, 


which are extraordinarily inflamed and agitated; and it ought 
to be treated methodically by the rules of medicine, in order to 
effe& a cure. I am of opinion, that this diforder may ealily bé 
fubdued by plentiful {weats and copious bleedings, which would 


carry off the peccant humours and thefe violent inflammatiotis, 


would purge the blood, calm its emotion, and re-eftablith it 


in its former natural ftate.- This is not merely groundlefs ‘con= 
jecture, it is an opinion founded on experience, A great 
prince, with whom I was intimately acquainted, having con- 
ceived a violent paflion for a young lady of exalted merit, was 


obliged to leave her, and to take the field with the army. 


During this abfence, his love was cherifhed and kept alive by 
a very frequent and regular intercourfe of letters, to the end 
of the campaign, when a dangerous ficknefs reduced him to 
extremity. By applying to the moft powerful and efficacious 
drugs phyfic could boaft of, he recovered his health, but loft 
his paffion, which the great evacuations he had ufed had en- 
tirely carried off unknown to him. For imagining himfelf as 
much in love as ever, he found himfelf unexpectedly cold and 
indifferent, the firft time he beheld again the lady of whom 
he had been fo paffionately fond. The like accident befel one 
of my moft intimate friends, who recovering from a long and 
{tubborn fever by falling into copious fweats, perceived at the 
fame time that he was cured of a paffion, that for fome time 
before had continually teized and grevioufly tormented him. 
He had no longer any tafte for the object he formerly adored, 
attempted in vain to renew his gallantries, and found that in- 


fenfibility and diflike had banifhed tendernefs and refpeét.” 
I am yours, 
AKALOS, 


To 
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To the ADVENTURER. 
Selgin; 
N one of your late fermons I am informed, for I never read 
myfelf, that you have prefumed to fpeak with ridicule and 
contempt of the noble order of Bucks. Seven of us agreed laft 
night at the King’s Arms, that if you dared to be guilty of the like 
impudence a fecond time, we would come in a body, and untile 
your garret, burn your pocket book of hints, throw your papers 
ready written for the prefs into a jakes, and drive you out into 
the Strand in your tattered night-gown and flippers ; and you may 
guefs what a fine {pectacle the mob will think an animal that fo 
feldom fees the fun as you do. I affure you, that next to a day 
at Broughton’s, the trueft joy of our fraternity is, Io bunt an author. 


Yours, 


BOB. WHIPCLEAN, 
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Re HE following narrative is by an eaftern tradition 
\; attributed to one Hex1 pen Hamer a mo- 
ralift of Arabia, who is faid to have delivered 
his precepts in public and periodical ‘orations. 
This tradition correfponds with the manner in 
which the narrative is introduced ; and, indeed, 
it may poflibly have no other foundation: but 
the tradition itfelf, however founded, is fufficient authority to con- 
fider Her as the literary ADVENTURER of a remote age and 
nation; and as only one number of his work is extant, I fhall 
not fcruple to incorporate it with my own, 

ching fps tala C Dost 






































$ THE ADVENTURER. No72. 


Dost thou afk a torch to difcover the brightnefs of the 
morning ? Doft thou appeal to arzument for proofs of DIvINE 
Perrection? Look down to the earth on which thou ftandeft, 
and lift up thine eye to the worlds that roll above thee: thou be- 
holdeft fplendor, abundance and beauty; is not Hr who produced 
them, eh: > Thou confidereft; is not He who formed thy 
underftanding, wife? Thou enj joyeft ; is not he who gratifies thy 
fenfes, good? Can aust ht have limited his bounty but his wifdom ? 
or can defects in his fagacity be difcoy vered by thine? To Herr, 
the preacher of humi lie and refignation, let thine ear be again 
attentive, thou whofe heart has rebelled in fecret, and whofe wifh 
has filently accufed thy Maker. 


I rosE early in the morning to meditate, that I might without 
prefumption hope ta be heard. I left my habitation, and, turning 
from the beaten path, I wandered without remarking my way, or 
regarding any object that I paffed, till the extreme heat of the fun, 
which now approached the meridian, compelled my attention: the 
wearinefs which I had infenfibly contracted by the length of my 
walk, became in a moment infupportable ; and looking round for 
fhelter, I fuddenly perceived that I was not far from the wood, in 
which. RuEpi- the hermit inveftigates the fecrets of nature, and 
afcribes glory to. GOD. The hope of improving my meditation 
by his wifdom, gave me new vigour; I foon reached the wood, 
I was refrefhed by the fhade, and I walked forward ‘till T reached 
the cell. I entered, but Ruepi was abfent. I had not, how- 
ever, waited lon & eee I difcovered. him through the trees at 
fome diftance, advancing towards me with a perfon whofe ap- 
pearance was, if poffible, yet more venerable, and whom before ‘I 
had never feen. 


Wuen they came near I rofe up, and laying my hand upon 
my lips I bowed myfelf with reverence before them. Ruepr fa- 
luted me by my name, and prefented me to his companion, before 
whom I again bowed myfelf to the ground. Having looked fted- 
faftly in my countenance, he laid his hand upon my head, and 
blefled me: “ Hexi,”*faid he, ‘‘ thofe who defire knowledge 
“« that they may teach virtue, {hall not be difappointed: fit down, 

| 
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«¢ J will relate events which yet thou knoweft but in part, and 
“ difclofe fecrets of PRovipENce from which thou mayft derive 
« inftruction.” We fat down, and I liftened as to the counfel of 
an angel, or the mufic of Paradife. 


Amana the daughter of Sanpap the fhepherd was drawing 
water at the wells of Adail, when a caravan which had paffed the 
defart arrived, and the driver of the camels alighted to give them 
drink : thofe which came firft to the wells, belonged to NouRADDIN 
the merchant, who had brought fine linen and other merchandize 
of great value from Egypt. Amana, when the caravan drew 
near, had covered herfelf with her veil, which the fervant of 
NovuraApDI1N, to gratify a brutal curiofity, attempted to withdraw. 


Amana, provoked by the indignity and encouraged by the pre- 
fence of others, ftruck him with the ftaff of the bucket; and he 
was about to retaliate the violence, when Nourappin, who was 
himfelf with the caravan, called out to him to forbear, and imme- 
diately hafted to the well. The veil of Amana had fallen off in 
the ftruggle, and NovurappIn was captivated with her beauty: 
the lovely confufion of offended modefty that glowed upon her 
cheek, the difdain that fwelled her bofom, and the refentment that 
fparkled in her eyes, expreffled a confcioufnefs of her fex, which 
warmed and animated her beauty: they were graces which 
Novurapp1n had never feen, and produced a tumult in his breaft 
which he had never felt; for Nourappin, though he had now 
great pofieffions, was yet a youth, and a ftranger to woman: the 
merchandize which he was tranfporting had been purchafed by his 
father, whom the angel of death had intercepted in the journey, 
and the fudden acceffion of indepéndance and wealth did not difpofe 
him to reftrain the impetuofity of defire : he, therefore, demanded 
Amana of her parents; his meffage was received with gratitude 
and joy; and Nourappin after a fhort time carried her back to 
Egypt, having firft punifhed the fervant, by whom fhe had been 
infulted at the well, with his own hand. 


But he delayed the folemnities of marriage, till the time of 
mourning for his father fhould expire; and the gratification of a 
; paffion 
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paffion which he could not fupprefs, was without much difficulty 
fufpended now its object was in his power. He anticipated the 
happiness which he believed to be fecured, and {uppofed that it 
ould encreafe by expectation, like a treafure by ufury, of which 


more is {till poffefled, as poffeffion is longer delayed. 


DuRING this interval AMANA recovered from the tumultuous joy 
of fudden elevation; her ambition was at an end, and the became 
fufceptible of love. NourAppIN, who regretted the ob{curity of 
her birth only becaufe it had prevented the cultivation of her mind, 
laboured inceflantly to fupply the defe@t: the received his inftruc- 
tion not only with gratitude but delight ; while he {poke the gazed 
upon him with efteem and reverence, and had no with but to. re« 


turn the happinefs which he was impatient to beftow. 
AL 


AT this time Osmrn the Caliph was upon the throne of Egypt. 
The paflions of Osmin,. thou knoweft, were impetuous as the 
torrents of Alared, and fatal as the whirlwind of the defart: to ex= 
cite and to gratify, was the whole purpofe of his mind; but his 
with was {till unfatisfied, and his life was wretched. His {eraglio 
was. filled with beauty, but the power of beauty he had exhaufted: 
he became outrageous to revive defire by a new object, which he 
demanded of Nardic the eunuch, whom he had not only fet over 
his women but his kingdom, with menaces and execration. Nardic, 
therefore, caufed a proclamation to be made, that whoever fhould 
produce the moft beautiful virgin within two days, fhould ftand 


in the prefence of the Catipy, and be deemed the third in his 
kingdom. 


CaALED the fervant who hadsbeen beaten by NourApDIN, re- 
turned with him to Egypt: the fullen ferocity of his temper was 
increafed by the defire of revenge, and the. gloom of difcontent was 
deepened by defpair; but when he heard the proclamation of Nardic, 
joy kindled in his afpeét like lightning in the darknefs of a ftorm: 
the offence which he had committed againft AMANA, enabled him 
to revenge the punifhment which it produced; he knew that fhe 
was yet a virgin, and that her marriage was near. He, therefore, 
hafted to the palace, and demanded to be brought before Nardic, 


who 
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who in the midft of magnificence and fervility, the flattery of de- 
pendant.ambition and the zeal of unlimited obedience, was fitting 
pale and filent, his brow contracted with anxiety, and his breaft 
7 J = 4 4 

throbbing with apprehenfion. 


_WueEn Caled was brought into his prefence, he fell proftrate 
before him: ‘‘ By the fmile of my Lord,” faid he, ‘* let another 
*¢ be diftinguifhed from the flaves who mingle in obfcurity, and 
“* let his favour elevate another from the duft; but let my fervice 
“< be accepted, and let the defire of Osmin be fatisfied with beauty. 
‘© AmANA will fhortly be efpoufed by Nourappin; but of 
«© Amana the fovereign of Egypt only is worthy. Hafte, therefore, 
“© to demand her; fhe is now with him in the houfe, to which I 
<< will conduc the mefienger of thy will.” 


Naroic received this intelligence with tranfports of joy; a man- 
‘date was inftantly written to NourApDDIN; it was fealed with the 
royal fignet, and delivered to Caled, who returned with a force 
fufficient to compel obedience. 


On this day the mourning of Nourappin expired; he had 
changed his apparel, and perfumed ‘his perfon; his features were 
brightened with the gladnefs of his heart; he had invited his friends 
to the feftival of his marriage, and the evening was to accomplith 
his wifhes: the evening alfo was expected by Amana, with a joy 
which fhe did not labour to fupprefs; and fhe was hiding her 
blufhes in the breaft of Nourappin, when Caled arrived with the 
mandate and the guard. 


Tue domeftics were alarmed and terrified; and Nourappin, 
being inftantly acquainted with the event, rufhed out of the apart- 
ment of AMANA with diforder and trepidation. When he faw 
Caled, he was moved with anger and difdain; but he was intimi- 
dated by the appearance of the guard. Caled immediately advanced, 
and with looks of infolence and triumph prefented the mandate: 
NovrapDInN feeing the royal fignet, kneeled to receive it; and 
having gazed a moment at the fuperfcription, prefled it upon his 
forehead in an agony of fufpence and terror. The wretch who 

had 
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had betrayed him enjoyed the anguifh which he fuffered; and per- 
ceiving that he was fainting, and had not fortitude to read the 
paper, acquainted him with the contents: at the name of AMANA 
he ftarted, as if he had felt the fling of a {corpion, and imme- 
diately fell to the ground. . 


Caen preceeded to execute his commiflion without remorfe : 
he was not to be moved by fwooning, expoftulation, entreaty, or 
tears; but having conducted Amana to the feraglio, prefented her 
to Nardic with exultation and hope. Nardic, whofe wifh was 
flattered by her ftature and her fhape, lifted up her veil with im- 
patience, timidity, and folicitude; but the moment he beheld her 

face, his doubts were at an end: he proftrated himfelf before her, 

as a perfon on whofe pleafure his life would from that moment 
depend: fhe was conducted to the chamber of the women, and 
Caled was the fame hour invefted with his new dignity ; an apart- 
ment was affigned him in the palace, and he was made captain of 
the guard that kept the gates. 


Novrappin, when he recovered his fenfibility, and found that 
AMmaANA had been conduéted to the feraglio, was feized by turns 
with diftraction and ftupidity: he pafled the night in agitations by 
which the powers of nature were exhaufted, and in the morning 
he locked himfelf into the chamber of AMAN4«, and threw himfelf 
on a fofa, determined to admit no comferter and to receive no 
fuftenance. 
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————— Numinibus vota exaudita malignis. Joy. 


4S HILE Novrappin was thus abandoned to 
defpair, Nardic’s defcription of AMANa had 
fo rouzed Osmin from his apathy. He com- 
cy! ‘( manded that fhe fhould be prepared to receive 
23% him, and foon after went alone into her apart~ 





y) f ment. Familiar as he was with beauty, and 

fatiated with enjoyment, he could not behold 

AMANA without emotion: he perceived, indeed, that fhe was in 
tears, and that his prefence covered her with confufion;. yet 
he believed that her terrours would be eafily removed, that by 
kindnefs fhe might be foothed to familiarity, and by carefles ex- 
cited to dalliance. But the moment he approached her, fhe threw 
herfelf at his feet, and entreated to be heard, with an importunity 
which he chofe rather to indulge than refift; he, therefore, raifed 
VOL. Il. ae he 








4 THE ADVENTURER. No. 73. 


her from the ground, and fupporting her in his arms encouraged 
her to proceed. ‘ Let my lord”, faid fhe, “ difmifs a wretch 
“© who is not worthy of his prefence, and compafiionate the diftrefs 
«© which is not fufceptible of delight. Iam the daughter of a 
«© fhepherd, betrothed to the merchant Nourappin, from whom 
«¢ my body has been forced by the perfidy of a flave, and to whom 
«© my foul is united by indiffoluble bonds. O! let not the terrors 
“‘ of thy frown be upon me! Shall the fovereign of Egypt ftoop 
“to a reptile of the duft? fhall the judge of nations retain the 
« worthlefs theft of treachery and revenge? or fhall he for whom 
“¢ ten thoufand languifh with defire, rejoice in the fufferance of one 
‘ alienated mind?” Osmin, whofe breaft had by turns been in- 
‘flamed with defire and indignation, while he gazed u pon the beauties 
of Amana and liftened to her voice, now fuddenly threw her from 
him and departed without reply. 


Wuen he was alone, he remained a few moments in fufpenfe:: 
‘but the paffions which eloquence had repreffed, foon became again 
‘predominant; and he commanded Amana to be told, that if 
within three hours fhe did not come prepared to gratify his withes, 


he would caft the head of the flave for whom he was rejected at 
her feet. 


THe eunuch by whom this meflage was delivered, and the women 
who had returned to AmMana when the Caripu retired, were 
touched with pity at her diftrefs, and trembled at her danger: the 
evils which they could {carce hope to prevent, they were yet follicitous 
to delay; and, therefore, advifed her to requeft three days of pre- 
paration, that fhe might fufficiently recover the tranquillity of her 
mind, to make a juft eftimate of her own happinefs; and with this 
requeft to fend, as a pledge of her obedience, a bowl of fherbet, in 


which a pearl had been diffolved, and of which the had firft drank 


herfelf. 


To this advice, after fome throws of defperation, fhe at length 
confented, and prepared to put it in execution. 


AT the time when this’ refolution was taken, NourappDIN fud- 
denly ftarted from a .reftlefs lumber; he was again ftung by an 
inftantancous reflection upon hi§ own mifery, and indulged the dit 

content 
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content of his mind in this exclamation: ‘If wifdom and goodnefs 
<< do indeed prefide over the works of OmMNIPOTENCE, whence is 
“© oppreffion injuftice and cruelty? As Nourappun alone has a 
“< right to AMANA, why is AMANA in the power of Osmin? O 
* that now the juftice of Heaven would appear in my behalf! 
<¢ O that from this hour I was Osmin, and Osmin Nourappin!” 
The moment he had uttered this with his chamber was darkened 
as with a thick cloud, which was at length diffipated by a burft of 
thunder ; and a being, whofe appearance was more than human, 
ftood before him. ‘*‘ Nourappin,” faid the vifion, “ Iam of the 
“< region above thee: but my bufinefs is with the children of the 
“ earth. Thou haft wifhed to be Osmin; and as far as this with 
“‘ is poffible, it fhall be accomplifhed: thou fhalt be enabled to 
“« afflume his appearance, and to exercife his power. I know not yet 
‘ whether I am permitted to conceal Osmin under the appearance 
“< of Nourappin, but till to morrow he {hall not interrupt thee.” 


Novurappin, who had been held motionlefs by aftonifhment and 
terror, now recovered his fortitude as in the prefence of a friend, 
and was about to exprefs his gratitude and joy, when the genius 
bound a talifman on his left arm, and acquainted him with its 
power: “‘ As often as this bracelet,” faid he, ‘‘ fhall be applied to 
“ the region of thy heart, thou fhalt be alternately changed in ap- 
‘© pearance from Nourappin to Osmin, and from OsMIn to 
“ NourappDIN. The genius then fuddenly difappeared, and 
NouRADDIN, impatient to recover the pofleffion of AMANA, in- 
{tantly applied the ftud of the bracelet to his breaft, and the nex 
moment found himfelf alone in an apartment of the feraghio. 


Durinc this interval, the CALIPH, who was expecting the iffue 
of his meflage to AMANA, became reftlefs and impatient: he quitted 
his apartment, and went into the gardens, where he walked back- 
ward and forward with aviolent but interrupted pace; and at 
length ftood ftill frowning and penfive, with his eyes fixed on the 
clear furface of a fountain in the middle of the walk. The agita- 
tion of his mind continued, and at length broke out into this foli- 
loquy: “ What is my felicity, and what is my power? I am 
“© wretched, by the want of that which the caprice of woman has 


«¢ beftowed upon my flave;-I can.gratify revenge, but not defire; 
€¢ I 
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© T can withold felicity from him, but I cannot procure it to my- 
« {elf, Why have I not power to affume the form in which I might 
« enjoy my wifhes? I will at leaft enjoy them in thought. If 1 
«© was Nourappin, I fhould be clafped with tranfport to the 
« bofom of AMaNa.” He.-then refigned himfelf to the power of 
imagination, and was again filent: but. the moment his wifh was 
uttered, he became fubject to the genius who had juft tranfported 
NovrapDDIN to his palace. This with, therefore, was inftantly 
fulfilled; and his eyes being {till fixed upon the water, he per- 
ceived with fudden wonder and delight, that his figure had been 
changed in a moment, and that the mirror refieted another image. 
His fancy had been warmed with the ideal carefles of AMANA; 
the tumult of his mind was increafed by the prodigy; and the gra- 
tification of his appetite being the only object of his attention, he 
hafted inftantly to the pallace, without reflecting that, as he would 
not be known, he would be refufed admittance. At the door to 
which he advanced with eagernefs and precipitation, he was {top- 
ped by a party of the guard that was now commanded by Caled: 
a tumult enfued, and Caled being haftily called, believed that 
Nourappin in the phrenzy of defperation had fcaled the walls of 
the garden to recover AMmaANA ; and rejoicing in an opportunity of 
revenge that exceeded his hope, inftantly ftabbed him with his 
poignard, but at the fame time received that of the Caxrpa in his 
heart. Thus fell at once the tyrant and the traytor; the tyrant by the 
hand-which had been armed to fupport him in oppreffion, and the 
traytor by the fury of the appetite which his perfidy had excited. 


In the mean time the man who was believed to be flain repofed 
in fecurity upon a fofa; and Amana by the direction of her wo- 
men had prepared the meflage and the bowl. They were now 
difpatched to the CarrpH, and received by NovRADDIN. He 
underftood by the meflage that Amana was yet inviolate: in the 
joy of his heart, therefore, he took the bowl, which having emptied 
he returned by the eunuch, and commanded that Amana fhould 
be brought into his prefence. | 


In obedience to this command fhe was conducted by her women 
to the door, but fhe entered alone pale and trembling; and though 
her lips were forced into a fmile, the characters which grief dread 
and 





No.73, THE ADVENTURER. 17 


and averfion had written in her countenance were not effaced. 
NovurappIn who beheld her diforder, exulted in the fidelity of her 
love, and fpringing forward threw his arms about her in an ex ctacy 
of tendernefs and joy; which was ftill heightened when he per- 
ceived, that in the character of Osmin thofe embraces were fuffered 
with reluctance, which in his‘own were returned with ardor: he, 
therefore, retreating backward a few paces, applied the talifman 
again to his breaft, and having recovered his own form, would have 
rufhed again into her arms; but fhe ftarted from him in- confufion 
and terror, He f{miled at the effect of the prodigy ; and fuftaining 
her on his bofom, repeated fome tender incidents which were 
known to no other; told her by what means he had intercepted her 
ameflage; and urged her immediately to efcape, that they mi ight 
poffefs all their defires in each other, and leave the incumbrance 
of royalty to the wretch whofe likenefs he had been enabled to 
affume, and was now impatient to renounce. AMANA gazed at 
him with a fixed attention, till her fufpicion and doubts were re- 
moved; then fuddenly turned ‘from him, tore her garment, and 
looking up to heaven imprecated curfes upon her head, till her 
voice faultered and fhe burft into tears. 


Or this agony, which Nourappin beheld with unutterable ditt 
trefs, the boken exclamations of AMANA at length acquainted him 
with the caufe. “‘ In the bowl,” faid fhe, “ which thou haft in- 
tercepted, there was death. I withed when I took it from my 
lips, that the draught which remained might be poifon : a powder 
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<< was immediately fhaken into it by an invifible hand, and a voice 
whifpered me that him who drank the potion it would inevi- 


tably deftroy.” 


wv 
vn 
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Novurapp1n, to whofe heart the fatal malignity had now {pread, 
erceived that his diffolution would be fudden: his legs dike 
trembled, and his eyes became dim; he ftretched out his arms 
wards AmMaNaA, and his countenance was diftorted by ani py ae 
effort to fpeak; oRsnP rare darknefs came upon him, he groaned 
and fell backwards. In his fall the talifman again {mote his breaft; 
his form was again changed, and the horrors of death were im- 
prefied upon the features of Osmin. AMANA, who ran to fupport 
him, when fhe perceived the laft transformation, rufhed out of the 
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apartment with the wild impetuofity ef diftraGion and-defpair. The 
feraglio was sala 1rmed in a moment; the body which was miftaken’ 
for that of Osmrn, was examined by the phyficians; the effects of 
poifon were evident; AMANA was immediately fufpected, and by 
the command of SHomar, who fucceeded his father, fhe was put 


tc O death. 


Sucn, faid the companion of Ruep1, was the end of NouRADDIN 

4iIn and CaLep, from whofe deftiny I have 
Let the world confider it and be wife; be 
1 +] ay 


thou {till the meffenger of inftru@tion, and let increafe of know- 
ledge cloath thee with humility. 


WHILE mine eye was fixed upon the hoary fage who had 
thus vouchfafed me counfel and knowledge, his countenance be- 
came bright as the morning, and his robe fleecy like a cloud; he 
rofe like a vapour from the ground, and the next moment I faw 
him no more. 


I THEN turned towards RuEp1 the hermit, chilled with re- 
verence, and dumb with aftonifhment: but in the countenance 
of Ruepi was the calm chearfulnefs of fuperior virtue ; and I per- 
ceived that the fanctity of his life had acquainted him with divine 
intelligence. “ Hamer,” faid he,” the voice which thou haft 
“ heard is the voice of Zacuis the genius; by whofe power the 
‘© wonders which he has related were produced. It is the province 
‘“‘ of Zacuis to punifh impatience and prefumption, by ful filling 
*« the defires of thofe who with to interrupt the order of nature, 
** and prefume to direct the hand of Provipence. Relate what 
‘¢ thou haft heard, to pa others from his power.” 


Now, therefore, let virtue fuffer adverfity with patience, ‘and 
vice dread to incur the mifery fhe would inflict: for by him who 


repines at the f{cale of Heaven, his own portion of good is di- 


minifhed; and he who prefumptuoufly affumes the {word, will 


turn the point upon his own bofom. 
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Infanientis dum fapientia 
Confultus erro. Hor: 


To the ADVENTURER. 
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CADy T has long been charged by one part of man- 
@ kind upon the other, that they will not take 
advice, that counfel’and inftruction are generally 
thrown away, and that, in defiance both of 
admonition and example, ‘all claim the right 
2 to choofe their own meafures and to regulate 
their own lives. 


TuatT there is fomething in advice very ufeful and falutary, 
feems to be‘ equally confeffed on all hands ; fince even thofe that 
teject it, allow for the moft part that. rejection to be wrong, but 
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charge the fault upon the unfkilful manner in which it is given; 
they admit the efficacy of the medicine, but abhor the naufeoufnefs 
of the vehicle. 


Tuus mankind have gone on from century to century; fome 
have been advifing others how to act, and fome have been teaching 
the advifers how to advife; yet very little alteration has been made 
in the world. As we muft all by the law of nature enter life in 
ignorance, we muft all make our way through it by the light of 
our own experience, and, for any fecurity that advice has been yet 
able to afford, muft endeavour after fuccefs at the hazard of mif- 
carriage, and learn to do right by venturing to do wrong. 


By advice I would not be underftood to mean, the everlafting 
and unvariable principles of moral and religious truth, from which 
no change of external circumftances can juftify ‘any deviation; but 
fuch direCtions as refpect merely the prudential part of conduct, 
and which may be followed or neglected without any violation of 
effential duties. 


Ir is, indeed, not fo frequently to make us good, as to make us 
wife, that our friends employ the officioufnefs of counfel; and 
among the rejectors of advice, who are mentioned by the grave 
and fententious with fo much acrimony, you will not fo often 
find the vicious and abandoned, as the pert and the petulant, the 
vivacious and the giddy. 


As the great end of female education is to get a hufband, this 
likewife is the general fubje@ of female advice; and: the dreadful 
denunciation againft thofe volatile girls, who will not liften patiently 
to the lectures of wrinkled wifdom, is, that they will die unmarried, 


or throw themfelves away upon fome worthlefs fellow, who will 
never be able to keep them a coach. 


J, BEING naturally of a dutile and eafy temper, without ftrong 
defires or quick refentments, was always a favourite amonegft the 
elderly ladies, becaufe I never rebelled again{t feniority, nor could 
be charged with thinking myfelf wife before my time; but heared 

every 
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every opinion with fubmiffive filence, profefled myfelf ready to 
learn from all who feemed inclined to teach me, paid the fame 
‘grateful acknowledgments for precepts contradi€tory to each other, 
‘and if any controverfy arofe, was careful to fide with her who pre- 
fided in the company. 


Or this compliance I very'early found the advantage; for my 
aunt MaTiipa left me a very large addition to my fortune, for 
‘this reafon chiefly, as fhe herfelf declared, becaufe I was not above 
hearing good counfel, but would fit from morning till night to ‘be 
inftructed, while my fifter Sukey, who was a year younger than 
myfelf, and was, therefore, in greater want of information, was fo 
much conceited of her own knowledge, that whenever the good 
lady in the ardour of benevolence reproved or inftruéted her, fhe 
would pout or titter, interrupt her with queftions, or embarrafs 
her with objedtions. 


I wap no defign to fupplant my fifter by this complaifant at- 
tention ; nor, when the confequence of my obfequioufnefs came 
to be known, did Suxey fo much envy as defpife me: I was, 
however, very well pleafed with my fuccefs; and having received, 
from the concurrent opinion of all mankind, a notion that to be 
rich was to be great and happy, I thought I had obtained my ad- 
vantages at an eafy rate, and refolved to continue the fame paffive 
attention, fince I found myfelf fo powerfully recommended by it 
to kindnefs and efteem. 


Tue defire of advifing has a very extenfive prevalence ; 
and, fince advice cannot be given but to thofe that will hear 
it, a patient liftener is neceffary to the accommodation of all 
thofe who defire to be confirmed in the opinion of their own wif- 
dom : a patient liftener, however, is not always to be had; the 
prefent age, whatever age is prefent, is fo vitiated and difordered, 
that young people are readier to talk than to attend, and good 
counfel is only thrown away upon thofe who are full of their own 
perfections. 
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¥ was, therefore, in this fcarcity of good fenfe a general fa- 


«ourite; and feldom faw a day in which fome fober matron did 


not invite me to her houfe, or take me out in her chariot, for the 


aos se 


of inftruGing me how to keep my charaGter in this cenforious 


o 


10w to con dua myfelf in the time of courtfhip, how to ft- 
p rent a a fettlement, how to manage a hufband of every cha- 


a Re eatin | ‘ 
racter, regulate my family, and e educate my childre 


We are all naturally credulous in our own favour : having been {o 
ften carefled and applauded for my docility, I was willing to be- 
ieve myfelf really enlightened by inftruction, and completely 
qualified for the tafk of life: I did not doubt but I was entering 
the world with a mind furnithed againft all exigencies, with expe- 
dients to extricate myfelf from every difficulty, and fagacity to 
provide againft every danger ; I was, therefore, in hafte to give fome 
{pecimen of my prudence, and to fhew that this liberality of 
inftruction had not been idly lavifhed upon a a mind incapable of 


My purpofe, for why fhould I deny it, was like that of other 
women, to obtain a hufband of rank and fortune fuperior to my 
own; in this ] had the concurrence of all thofe that had affumed 


the prone of directing me: that the woman was undone who 
married below herfelf, was univerfally agreed ; and though fome 
4 


ventured to affert, that the richer man ought invariably to be pre- 
ferred, and that money was a fufficient compenfation for a de-- 
fective anceftry ; yet the majority declared warmly for a gentleman, 
and were of opinion that upftarts fhould not be encouraged. 


Wits regard to other qualifications I had an irreconcileable 
variety of inftruCtions: I was fometimes told, that deformity was 
no defect in a man; and that he who was not encouraged to in- 
tri wrigy 1¢ by an opinion af his perfon, was more likely to value the 

ndernefs of his wife: but a grave widow directed me to chufe a 
ight imagine himfe If ag greeable to me, for that the de- 
formed were always oi a tably vigilant, and apt to to fink into 

fullennefs, 
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fallennefs, or burft into rage, if they found their wife’s eye wan- 
dering for a moment to a good face or a handfome thape. 

Tuey were, however, all unanimous in warning me, with re- 
peated cautions, againft all thoughts of union with a wit, as a 
being with whom no happinefs could poffibly be enjoyed: men of 
‘every other kind I was taught to govern, but a wit was an animal 
whom no arts of taming had been yet difcovered: the woman 
whom he could once get within his power, was confidered as loft 
to all hope of dominion or of quiet; for he would detect artifice 
and defeat allurement, and if once he difcovered any failure of 
conduct, would believe his own eyes, in defiance of tears, carefles, 
and proteftations. 


In purfuance of thefe fage principles I proceeded to form my 
{chemes ; and while I was yet in the firft bloom of youth, was 
taken out at an affembly by Mr. Frisk. Iam afraid my cheeks 
glowed, and my eyes {parkled ; for I obferved the looks of all my 
fuperintendants fixed anxioufly upon me; and I was next day cau- 
tioned again{t him from all hands, as a man of the moft dangerous 
and formidable kind, who had writ verfes to one lady, and then 
forfaken her only becaufe fhe could not read them, and had lam- 
pooned another for no other fault than defaming his fifter. 


Havinc been hitherto accuftomed to obey, I ventured to dif- 
mifs Mr. Frisk, who happily did not think me worth the labour 
of a lampoon; I was then addreffed by Mr. Sturpy, and con- 
gratulated by all my friends on the manors of which I was fhortly 
to be lady: but Srurpy’s converfation was fo grofs, that after 
the third vifit I could endure him no longer, and incurred by dif- 
miffing him the cenfure of all my friends, who declared that my 
nicety was greater than my prudence, and that they feared it would 
be my fate at laft to be wretched with a wit. 


By a wit, however, I was never afterwards attacked, but lovers 
of every other clafs, or pretended lovers, I have often had; and, 
notwithftanding the advice conftantly given me, to have no regard 
an my choice to my own inclinations, I could not forbear to difcard 

fome 
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fome for vice, and fome for rudenefs. I was once loudiy cenfured 





for refufing an old gentleman who offered an enormous jointure, 
and died of the phthyfic a year after ; and was fo bated with in- 
ceffant importunities, that I fhould have given my hand to DRonzE 
the ftock jobber, had not the fall of intereft made him afraid of 
the expences of matrimony. 


Some, indeed, I was permitted to encourage; but mifcarried of 
the main end by treating them according to the rules of art which 





had been prefcribed me: ALTILIs, an old maid, infufed into me 
fo much haughtinefs and referve, that fome of my lovers withdrew 
themfelves from my frown and returned no more; others were 
driven away by the demands of fettlement, which the widow 
"'RAPLAND directed me to make; and I have learned by many ex-. 
periments, that to afk advice is to lofe opportunity. 


T Iam, SIR, 


SS 


Your humble Servant, 


PERDITA. 


q 












3 UG OUD BLAGI.@® Fy | 
NC) CER WY) 
\ (~z ~\ fy => Y/ 
oP MR AS We pa 
ENG 










p 
Z 


=) MWA 
; LF P\ ep W } 


[ iy y WE 
Vy \' — H: my 
f ~ n 4 
Cis ! ot ig 





Ain 








NO Za 


MIT Vk Ty A\\ 
h (= , aw 
y =i f} SS Wi A \ iy 


T HE 









Prd dio Meindtea: DNicoadh: xt Joo. » Knocks 


NUMBER LXXV. 





To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, uly 24, 1753. 





—— Quid virtus & quid fapientia pofft, 
Utile propofuit nobis exemplar Ulyffem. Hor. 


S* HAVE frequently wondered at the common 
® practice of our inftru€tors of youth, in making 
their pupils far more intimately acquainted 
with the Inrap, than with the Opyssry of 

B 9. Homer. This abfurd cuftom which feems 
NEeteN21@ to arife from the {uppofed fuperiority of the 














former poem, has inclined me to make fome refleCtions on the ex- 
cellence of the latter; a tafk Iam the more readily induced to under- 
take, as fo little is performed in the differtation prefixed by Broome 
to Popr’s tranflation of this work, which one may venture to pro- 
nounce is confufed, defective and dull. ‘Thofe who receive all 
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their eer in criticifm from cuftom and authority, and never 
lare to confult the decifions of reafon, and the voice of nature and 
, muft not accufe me of being affectedly paradoxical, if I en- 
deavour to mantain that the Opyssry excells the Inrap in many 
en 


refpects; and that for the four following reafons, young {cholars 


fhould perufé it early and attentively. 


Tue moral of this poem is more extenfively ufeful than that 
of the In1ap; which, indeed, ‘by difplaying the dire effects of dif 
cord among rulers, may rectify the conduct of princes, and may 
be called the Manua or MONARCHS: whereas the patience, the 
prudence, the Sie esi the temperance, and fortitude of Uysszs, 


afford a rn, the utility of which is not confined within the 


pat 
compa{s sae courts and palaces, but defcends and diffufes its influence 

r common life and daily practice. If the faireft examples ought - 
to a placed before us in an age prone to imitation, if patriotifm be 
preferable to implacability, if an eager defire to return to one’s 
country and Paraily, be more manly and noble than an eager defire 
to be revenged of an enemy, then fhould our eyes rather be fixed 
on Utyssrs than Acuities. Unexperienced minds, too eafily 
captivated with the fire and fury of a_gallant general, are apt to 


prefer courage to conftancy, and to humanity. We do not behold 


the deftroyers of peace and firmnefs, and the murderers of mankind, 


with the deteftation due to their crimes; becaufe we have been 
inured almoft from our infancy to liften to the pratfes that have 
been wantonly lavifhed on them by the moft exquifite poetry: 
«< The mutes,” to apply the words of an aricient Lyric, .““ have 
** concealed and decorated the Peay {word with wreaths- of 

myrtle.” Let the IL1ap be ever ranked at the head of human 
compofitions for its {pirit and fublimity; but/let not the milder, 
and, perhaps, more infinuating and attraétive beauties of the 
Opyssey be Hefpifed and. overlooked. In the one we are placed 
amidit the rage of ftorms and tempefts; 
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In the other, all.is tranquil and fedate, and calmly:delightful ; 


s 
Ovrt wor ouBe@», 








"AAD aie ZeQveoso Avyumrvetov los Capnrces 


/ 
"Qucoords avinow ava lirew avbeumus. 


Odyff. 4. 566. 


Accordingly, to diftinguith the very different natures of thefe poems, 
it was anciently the practice of thofe who publicly recited them, 
to reprefent the In1ap, in allufion to the bloodfhed it defcribed, 
in a robe of fcarlet; and the Opysszy, on account of the voyages 
it relates, in an azure veftment. 


Tue predominant paffion of Urysszs being the love of his 
country, for the fake of which he even refufes immortality, the 
poet has taken every occafion to difplay it in the livelieft and moft 
ftriking colours. The firft time we behold the hero, we find him 
difconfolately fitting on the folitary fhore, fighing to return to 
Ithaca, Nérov ddugpiav, weeping inceflantly, and {till cafting his eyes 
upon the fea, 


Tlévlov tor” olevyéloy deguéone ro, deinouce AsiBay. 


«© While a goddefs,” fays Minerva at the very beginning of the 
poem, “by her power and her allurements detains him from 
“© Ithaca, he is dying with defire to fee even fo much as the fmoke 
“ arife from his much-loved ifland.” Yarda fluunt, ingrataque tem- 
pora! While the luxurious Pheacians were enjoying a delicious 
banquet, he attended not to their mirth and mufic, for the time ap- 
proached when he was to return to Ithaca; they had prepared a 
fhip for him to fet fail in the very next morning ; and the 
thoughts of his approaching happinefs having engroffed all his 
foul, 


He fate, and ey’d the fun, and with’d the night—— 





\ \ ? 
An yao perécive veiclas® 


os 


To reprefent lis impatience more ftrongly, the poet adds a moft 
expreflive fimile, fuited to the fimplicity of ancient times: “ The 
‘¢ fetting of the fun,” fays he,” was as welcome and grateful to 

“* ULyYssEs 
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« Uxysses, as it is to a well-laboured plowman, who earneftly 
“¢ waits for its decline, that he may return to his fupper, Asgwor twoiyecbat,. 
“< while his weary knees are painful to him as he walks along,” 


(eee 


\ x T v4 
Bac Beras Ok re yevar iovts. 





Notwithftanding all the pleafures and endearments I received 
from Calypfo, yet,” fays our hero,” I perpetually bedewed 
with my tears the garments which this immortal beauty gave 
<RrtO SCs 








Ui ef 
Ebvo Oo” ales 
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We are prefented in every page with frefh inftances of this love of 
his country, and his whole behaviour convinces us, 


} f 
"Og Bev yrdusov 7g meledoey 80% roxjnwy. 


This generous fentiment runs like a golden vein throughout the 
whole poem. If this animating example were duly and deeply 
inculcated, how ftrong an impreflion would it neceflarily make 
upon the yielding minds of youth, when melted and. mollified 
by the warmth of fuch exalted poetry ! 


Nor isthe Opyssry lefs excellent and ufeful, in the amiable 
pictures it affords of private affections and domeftic tendernefies, 


—-_ 





And all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother 





— MILTON, 


Wuen Utysses defcends into the infernal regions, it is finely 
contrived that he fhould meet his aged mother AnTiciea. After 
his firft forrow and furprize, he eagerly inquires into the caufes of 
her death, and adds, “ Doth my father yet live ? does my fon pof- 
‘¢ fefs my dominions, or does he groan under the tyranny of fome 
« ufurper who thinks I fhall never return? Is my wife ftill con- 
“© {tant to my bed? or hath fome noble Grecian married her ?”— 
Thefe queftions are the very voice of nature and affection. 
Anricipa anfwers, that “ fhe herfelf died with grief for the 
‘* lofs of Urysszs, that Larrres languifhes away life in folitude 

“and 
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“ and forrow for him, and that PENELOPE perpetually and in- 
“¢ confolably bewails his abfence and fighs for his return.” 


Wuen the hero, difeuifed like.a ftranger, has the firft interview 
with his father, whom he finds diverting his cares. with rural amufe- 
ments in his little garden, he informs him that he had feen his fon 
in his travels, but now defpairs of beholding him again. Upon 
this the forrow of Larrtes is inexpreffible: ULtysses can 
counterfeit no longer, but exclaims ardently, 


T, Iam he! O father rife! behold 
Thy fon !——-—- 


And the difcovery of himfelf to TELzmMacuus, in the fixteenth 
book, in a fpeech of fhort and broken exclamations, is equally 
tender and pathetic. 


THE duties of univerfal benevolence, of charity, and of hofpi- 
tality, that unknown and unpractifed virtue, are perpetually in- 
culcated with more emphafis and elegance than in any ancient philo- 
fopher, and I with I could not add than in any modern. ULysszs 
meets with a friendly reception in all the various nations to which 
he is driven; who declare their inviolable obligations to protect 
and cherifh the ftranger and the wanderer. But above all, how ami- 
able is the behaviour of EuMeEus to his unknown mafter, who 
afks for his charity. ‘‘ It is not lawful for me,” fays the aio: “roo, 
<¢ T dare not defpife any ftranger or indigent man, even if he were 
«much meaner than thou appeareft to be; for the poor and 
“« ftrangers are fent tous by Juprrer!” ‘‘ Keep,” fays Epicretus, 
«© continually in thy memory, what Eumeus {peaks in Homer to 
*¢ the difguifed ULysses.” Iam fenfible, that many fuperficial 
French critics have endeavoured to ridicule all that paffes at the 
lodge of Eumeus, as coarfe and indelicate, and below the dignity 
of epic poetry : but let them attend to the following obfervation of 
the greateft genius of their nation; ‘ Since is is delightful,” fays 
FENELON, “ in one of TrT1an’s landfcapes to fee the goats 
‘<< climbing up a hanging rock, or to behold in one of TENIERs’s 
‘© pieces a country feaft and ruftic dances; it is mo wonder, that 


ce 


we 
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“© we are pleafed with fuch natural defcriptions as we find in the 
“< Opysszy. This fimplicity of manners feems to recall the golden’ 
<< ave. Jam more pleafed with honeft Eumeus, than with the 


“ polite heroes of Clelia or Cleopatra,” — 


In fhort, the moral precepts with which every page of the 
Opysse¥ is pregnant, are equally noble. Pxaro’s wifh is here 
accomplifhed ; for we behold VirTUuE perfonally appearing to the 
fons of men, in her moft awful and moft alluring charms. 


Tur three remaining reafons, why the Opysszy is equal if not 
faperior to the In1ap, and why it is a poem moft peculiarly 
proper for the perufal of youth; are, becaufe the great variety of 
events and fcenes it contains intereft and engage the attention 
more than the Inrap; becaufe characters and images drawn from 
familiar life, are more ufeful to the generality of readers, and are 
alfo more difficult to be drawn; and becaufe the conduct of this 
poem, confidered as the moft perfect of Epopzas, is more artful 
and judicious than that of the other. The difcuffion of thefe 
beauties will make the fubject of fome enfuing paper. 
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To be continued on TuEspAYs and SATURDAYS. 











SATURDAY, Yul 28, 1753. 


Duc me, Parens, celfique dominator poli, 
Quocunque placuit ; nulla parendi mora ef ; 
Adfum impiger. ‘Fac nelle; comitabor gemens, 
Malufque patiar, quod bono licuit pati. 
SENECA ex CLEANTHE. 






4 OZALDAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt 
7. - fecurely for many years in the filken pavilions 
of pleafure, and had every morning anointed 
pa his head with the oil of gladnefs, when his 


> BEG 


(eg eee, only fon ABorAm, for whom he had crouded 
AX Spe 





his treafuries with gold, extended his dominions 

with conquefts, and fecured them with impregnable fortreffes, was 

fuddenly wounded as he was hunting, with an arrow from an un- 
known ‘hand, and expired in the field. 

VOL. I. G BozALDAR 
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BozaLpas in the diftraGtion of grief and defpair refufed to 
return to his palace, and retired to the gloomieft grotto in the 
neighbouring mountain : he there rolled himfelf on the duft, tore 
away the hairs of his hoary beard, and dafhed the cup of confola- 
tion that PaTiENCE offered him to the ground. He fuffered not 
his minftrels to approach his prefence ; but liftened to the fcreams 
of the melancholy birds of midnight, that flit through the folitary 
vaults and echoing chambers of the Pyramids. ‘* Can that GOD 
“© be benevolent,” he cry’d, ‘‘ who thus wounds the foul, as from 
«© an ambuth, with unexpected forrows, and crufhes his creaturés in 
“a moment with irremediable calamity? Ye lying Imans, prate to 
«© ys no more of the juftice and the kindnefs of an all-direCting 
“ and all-loving ProvipENce! He whom ye pretend reigns in 
« Heaven, is fo far from protecting the miferable fons of men, fhat 
‘< he perpetually delights to blaft the fweeteft lowrets in the garden 
<; of Hope; and like a malignant giant, to beat down the ftrongeft 
“¢ towers of Happiness with the iron mace of his anger. If this 
« Being poffeffed the goodnefs and the power with which flattering 
“ priefts have invefted him, he would doubtlefs be inclined and 


« enabled, to banifh thofe evils which render the world a dungeon 


< 


nr 


of diftrefs, a vale of vanity and woe. — I will continue in it no 


¢ 


an 


}»? 
longer ! 


Av that moment he furioufly raifed his hand, which Despair 
had armed with a dagger, to ftrike deep into his bofom, when fud- 
denly thick flafhes of lightning fhot through the cavern, and a being 
of more than human beauty and magnitude, arrayed in azure robes, 
crowned with amaranth, and waving a branch of palm in his right 
hand, arrefted the arm of the trembling and aftonifhed Caxipn, 


and faid with a. majeftic fmile, ‘Follow me to the top of this 
‘* mountain,” 


*° Loox 
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« Toox from hence,” faid the awful condugtor, “ Lam Cazoc, 


‘the Angel of PEace, look from hence into the valley.” 


Bozaipas opened his eyes and beheld a barren, a fultry and. 
folitary ifland, in the midft of which fat a pale meagre and ghaftly 
figure: it was a merchant juft perifhing with famine, end lamenting 
that he could find neither wild: berries nor a fingle {pring in this 
forlorn uninhabited defart; and begging the protection of heaven 
againft the tigers that would now certainly deftroy him, fince he 
had confumed the laft fuel he had colle@ted to make nightly fires 
to affright them. He then caft.a cafket of jewels on the fand, as 
trifles of no ufe; and crept feeble and trembling to an eminence, 
where he was accuftomed to fit every evening to watch the fetting 


“fan, and to give a fignal to any hip that might haply approach the 
afland. 


< INHABITANT of heaven,” cried Bozarpas, “ fuffer not this 
« wretch to perith by the fury of wild beafts.” “ Peace,” faid the 
Ancet, “ and obferve. 


He looked again, and behold a veffel arrived at the defolate ifle. 
‘What words can paint the rapture of the farving merchant, when 
the captain offered to tranfport him to his native country, if he 
would reward him with half the jewels of his cafket. No fooner 
had ‘this pitylefs commander received the ftipulated fum, than he 
held a confultation with his crew, and they agreed to feize the re- 
‘maining jewels, and leave the unhappy exile in the fame helplefs 
‘and lamentable condition in which they difcovered him. He wept 


and trembled, intreated and implored in vain. 


« Witt Heaven permit fuch injuftice to be practifed,” ex 
“ Look again,” faid the ANGEL, “and 
«© behold 





claimed BozALDAB? 
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“¢ behold the very fhip in which, fhort-fighted as thou art, thou 
“ wifhedft the merchant might embark, dafhed in pieces ona 
“ rock. Doft thou not hear the cries of the &nking failors? 
« Prefume not to dire@& the Governor ‘of the Universe in his 
“ difpofal of events. The man whom thou haft pitied thall be 
“taken from this dreary folitude, but not by the method thou 
«« wouldft prefcribe. His vice was avarice, by which he became 
“not only abominable but wretched; he fancied fome mighty 
“ charm in wealth, which, like the wand of AppiEL, would gra- 
“¢ tify every with and obviate every fear: this wealth he has now 
“‘ been taught not only to defpife but abhor: he caft his jewels 
“‘ upon the fand and confeffed them to be ufelefs; he offered part 
‘¢ of them to the mariners, and perceived them to be pernicious: 
“ he has now learnt that they are rendered ufeful or vain, good or 


« evil, only by the fituation and temper of the poffeffor. Happy 


~ 
Cay 


is he whom diftrefs has taught wifdom! But turn thine eyes 


€ 


n 


to another and more interefting fcene.”’ 


Tue Caripn inftantly beheld a magnificent palace, adorned 
with the ftatues of his anceftors wrought in jafper; the ivory 
doors of which, turning on hinges of the gold of GoLconpDa, 
difcovered a throne of diamonds, furrounded with the Rajas of 
fifty nations, and with ambaffadors in various habits and of dif- 
ferent complexions ; on which fat ABoram the much lamented 


fon of Bozatpap, and by his fide a princefs fairer than a Hour. 


~. 


“Gracious ALLA!—it is my fon,” cried the CALIPH— 
O let me hold him to my heart!” ‘ Thou canft not grafp an 


£ 


n 


> 


“ unfubftantial vifion,” replied the ANGEL: ‘ I am now fhewing 


nv 
aA 


thee what would have been the deftiny of thy fon, had he con- 


~ 
n 


tinued longer on the earth.” ‘ And why,” returned BozaLpaB, 
was he not permitted to continue? Why. was I not. fuffered 
€€ to 


o 
ay 
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“© tg be a witnefs of fo much felicity and power?” ‘* Confider 


“< the fequel,” replied he that dwells in the fifth heaven 


to 
° 


ZALDAB’ looked earneftly, and faw the countenance of his ssc on 
which he had been ufed to behold the placid finile of fimplicity 
andthe vivid’ bluthes of health, now diftorted with rage, and now 
fixed in the infenfibility of drunkennefs: it was again animated 
with difdain; it became ii with apprehenfion, and appeared to 
be withered by intemperance ; his hands were ftained with blood, 
and he trembled by turns with fury and terror: the palace fo 
lately fhining with oriental pomp, changed fuddenly into the:cell 
of a dungeon, where his fon lay ftretched out on the cold pave- 
ment, gagged and bound, with his eyes put out. Soon after he 
perceived the favourite Sultana, who before was feated by his fid 

enter with a bowl of poifon, which fhe clic ABORAM to 


drink, and afterwards married the fucceflor to his throne. 


“ Happy,” faid Caroc, “ is he whom PRoviDENcE has by the 
“* angel of death {natched from guilt! from whom that power 
«© is with-held, which, if he had poffeffed, would have accumu- 
<< Jated upon himfelf yet greater mifery than it could bring upon 


*¢ others.” 


“ Ir is enough,” cried Bozatpas. “ I adore the infcru- 
“ table fchemes of OMNISCIENCE!———From what dreadful 
«© evil has my fon been refcued, by a death which I rafhly be- 
“© wailed as unfortunate and premature! a death of innocence 
<< and peace, which has blefied his memory upon earth, and tranf- 


*¢ mitted his {pirit to the fkies.” 


“< Cast away the dagger,” replied the heavenly meflenger 
“ which thou waft preparing to plunge into thine own wale 
“« Exchange complaint for filence, and doubt for adoration. Can 
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3 
*¢ a mortal look down, without giddinefs and {tupefaction, into 
<< the vaft abyfs of ETERNAL Wispom? Cana mind that fees 
“« not infinitely, perfectly comprehend anything among an in- 
“© finity of obje&ts mutually relative? Can the channels, which 
<*. thou commandeft to be cut to receive the annual inundations 
‘“ of thy Nixr, contain the waters of the Ocean? Remember, 


“‘ that perfect happinefs cannot be conferred on a creature; for 





ras 


perfect happinefs is an attribute as incommunicable as perfect 


“© power and eternity.” 











as 


HE ANGEL, while he was fpeaking thus, ftretched out his 
pinions to fly back'to the Empyréum; and the flutter of his wings 


was like the rufhing of a cataract. 











Errata. Inthe preceding Number, paze 26. line 21. -after and, read firmnefs. 
P g 3 
22. after peace, dele and firmnefs. 
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Peccare docentes 


Fallax biftorias movet. Hor. 





To the ADVENTURER. 


rome | np 


a SHALL make no apology for the trouble I 
am going to give you, fince I am fure the mo- 
tives that induce me to give it, will have as 
much weight with you as they have with me: 
I fhall, therefore, without further preface, 
relate to you the events of a life. which how- 
ever infignificant and unentertaining, affords 
a leflon of the higheft importance; a leffon 
the value of which I have experienced, and may, therefore, re- 
commend. 





I am the daughter of a gentleman of good family, who, as he 


was a younger brother, purchafed with the portion that was allotted 


him a genteel poft under the government. My mother died when 
VOL, Il. H I 
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ZI was but twelve years old; and my father, who was exceffively 
fond.of me, determined to be himfelf my preceptor, and to take 
cave'that my natural genius, which his partiality made him: think 
above the-common rank, fheuld not want the improvements of .a 
liberal education. He was-a man of fenfe with a tolerable fhare 
«of learning. In his youth he.had been a Frree-liver, and perhaps 
for that reafon took fome pains to become what is -called a Free- 
thinker. But whatever fathionable frailties he might former! 

have allowed in himfelf, he was:new in advanced life, and had at 
deaft worldly wifdom enough to know, that it was neceflary his 
daughter fhould ‘be reftrained from thofe liberties, which he had 
looked upon as trifling errors.in his own condua. He, therefore, 
laboured with great application to inculcate in me the love of order, 
the beauty of moral reétitude, and the happinefs and felf reward 
of virtue; but at the fame time profeffed it his defign to free my 
mind ‘from vulgar prejudices and Juperflition, for fo he called 
ReveALeD Rexricion. As I was urged to chufe virtue, and reject 
‘vice, from motives which had no neceflary connexion with im- 
‘mortality, I was not led to confider a future ftate either with hope 
or fear.: my father, indeed, when I urged him upon that fubject, 
always intimated that the doétrine of immortality, whether true or 
falfe, ought not at all to influence my conduct er interrupt my 
peace; becaufe the virtue which fecured happinefs in the prefent 
ftate, would alfo fecure it ina future: a future ftate, therefore, I 
wholly diftegarded, and, toconfefs a truth, ditbelieved ; for I thought 
1 could plainly difcover that it was ditbelieved by my father, though 
he had not thought fit explicitly to declare his féntiments. - As 

I had no very turbulent paiiions, a duétile and good difpofition, 
and the higheft reverence for his underftanding as well as the ten- 
dereft affeCtion for him, he found it an ealy talk to make me 
adopt.every fentiment and opinion which he propofed to me as his 
own; efpecially, as he took care to {upport his principles by the 
authority and arguments of the beft writers again{t CHRISTIANITY. 
At the age of twenty Iwas called upon to make ufe of all the phi- 
lofophy I had been taught, by his death, which not-only deprived 
me of.a parent I -moft ardently loved, but-with him of all the eafe 
and. affluence to which T had been accuftomed. His income was 
only for life, and he-had rather lived beyond than within it, confe- 
quently there was nothing left for me but the pride and helplefinefs 
of genteel life, a tafte for every thing elegant, and a delicacy and 
fenfibility that has doubled all my fufferings. In this diftrefs a 
orother of my mother’s, who was grown rich in trade, received 
me into his houfe, and declared he would take the fame care of me 
as if I had been his. own child. ‘When the fri tranfports of my 


grief were abated, I found myiclf in an eafy fituation, and from 
the 


tae natural chearfulnefs of my temper I was beginning once more 
fo taite of happinefs. My uncle, who was a man of a narrow 
under 
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mnderftanding and alliberal education, was a little difgufted with ; 


for employing fo much.of mytime in reading, but till more fo,when 
happening to examine my books, he found by the titles that fom 
of them were what he called d/a/phemy, and tended as he ima- 
gined to make mean Atheift. J endeavoured to explain my prin- 
ciples, which I thought it beneath the dignity of virtue to difguife 
or difavow; but as I never could make him conceive any diffe- 
tence between a Deift and an Atheift, my arguments only ferved ta 
confirm him in the opinion that I was a wicked wretch, who, in 
his own phrafe, beheved-neither ‘God nor Devil. As he was really 
a good man, and heartily zealous for the -eftablifhed faith, though 
more from habit and prejudice than reafon, my errors gave him great 
affliction : I perceived it with the utmoft concern ; I perceived too, 
that he looked upon me with a degree of abhorrence mixed with 
pity, and that I was wholly indebted to his good nature for that 
protection which I had flattered myfelf I fhould owe to his love. 
I comforted myfelf, however, with my own integrity, and evea 
felt a confcious pride in fuffering this perfecution from ignorance 
and folly, only becaufe I was fuperior to vulgar errors, and popular 
fuperftition ; and that CurisTIANITY deferved thefe appellations, I 
- ‘was not more convinced by my father’s arguments than my uncle’s 
conduct, who, as his zeal was not according to knowledge, was by 
no means qualified to adorn the doétrine which he profefied te 


believe. 


» 


ti 


I wap lived a few months under the painful fenfibility of re- 
ceiving continual benefits from a perfon whofe efteem and af- 
fection I had loft, when my uncle one day came into my cham- 
ber, and after preparing me for fome unexpected good fortune, 
told me, he had juft had a propofal of marriage for me, from a 
man to whom I could not poflibly have any objeGion. He then 
named a merchant with whom I had eften been in company at 
his table. As the man was neither old nor ugly, had a large fortune 
and a fair character, my uncle thought himfelf fufficiently au- 
thorifed to pronounce as he did, that I could not poflibly have 
any objection to him. An objection, however, I had, which I 
told my uncle was to me infuperable; it was, that the perfon 
whom he propofed to me as the companion, the guide and di- 
rector of my whole life, to whom I was to vow not only obe- 
dience but love, had nothing in him that could ever engage my af- 
feGtion; his underftanding was low, his fentiments mean and in- 
delicate, and his manner unpolite and unpleafing. « What 
“ ftuff is all this,” interrupted my uncle, “ fentiments indelicate ! 
“ unpolite ! his underftanding, forfooth, not equal to your own! 
«Ah child! if you had lefs romance, conceit, and’ arrogance, 
‘* and more true difcretion and prudence, it would do you more 


«© good than all the fine books you have confounded your ja 
<< head 
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c¢ ‘head with, and what 1s worfe, perhaps, ruined your poor foul. 
“© T own, it went a little againf{ my con{cience to accept my 
« honeft friend’s kind offer, and. give him fuch a pagan for his 

wife. But how know I whether the believing hufband may 
« not convert the unbelieving wife? As to your flighty ob- 
« jections, they are fach nonfenfe, that I wonder you can fup- 
« ‘pofe me fool enough to be deceived by them. No, child; 
« wife as you are, you cannot impofe upon a man who has lived 
“ as many years ‘in the world as I have: I fee your motive; you 
«© have fome infidel libertine rake in your eye, with whom you 
«¢ would go headlong to perdition. But I fhall take care not to 
«« have your foul to anfwer for as well as your perfon. Either I 
< hall difpofe of you to an honeft man that may convert you, or 
‘« you ‘hall difpofe of youtfelf how you pleafe for me; for 1 dif- 
« Glaim all further care or trouble about you: fo I leave you te 
“ confider, whether or no the kindnefs I have fhewn you, entitles 
« me to fome little influence over you, or whether you chufe to 
« {eek protection where you can find it, or accept of the happy 
“< lot providence has cut out for you.” 





Hin left meat the clofe of this fine harangue, and I ferioufly 
fet myfelf to confider as he bade me, which of the two ftates he 
had fet before me I ought to chufe; to fubmit to a legal fort of 
proftitution, with the additional weight of perjury on my con- 
{cience, or to expofe myfelf to all the diftreffes of friendlefs po- 
verty and unprotected youth. After fome hours :of deliberation I 
determined on the latter, and that more from principle than incli- 
nation. For though my delicacy would have fuffered extremely 
in accepting a hufband, at leaft indifferent to me; yet as my heart 
was perfectly difengaged, and my temper naturally eafy, I thought 
I could have been lefs unhappy in following my uncle’s advice, than 
I might probably be by rejecting it. Butthen I mutt have fub- 
mitted to an action J could not think juftifiable, in order to avoid 
mere external diftreffes. This would not have been philofophical. 
I had always been taught that virtue was of itfelf fufficient to hap- 
pinefs ; and that thofe things which are generally efteemed evils, 
could have no power to difturb the felicity of a mind governed by 
the eternal rule of right, and truly enamoured of the charms of 
moral beauty. I refolved, therefore, to run all rifques, rather than 
depart from this glorious principle; I felt myfelf raifed by the 
trial, and exulted in the opportunity of fhewing my contempt 
of the finiles or frowns of fortune, and of proving the power of 
virtue to fuftain the foul under all accidental circumftances of 
diftrefs. 


{ comMUNICATED my refolution to my uncle, affuring him at 
the fame time of my everlafting gratitude and refpect, and that © 
nothing 
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nothing fhould have induced me to offend or difobey him, but his 


requiring me to do what my reafon and snfien ifappr roved 5 
that fuppofing the adva intages of riches to be really as great as he 
believed, yet ftill thofe of virtue were greater, and I could not re- 
folve to purchafe the one by a violation of the othe a that a : falfe 


vow was certainly criminal; and that‘it would be it; ing an act of 
the highett Haattice, to enter into fo folemn an enga gen ment with- 
out the power of fulfilling it; that my affeCtions did not depend 
on my own will; and that no man Saige poffefs my perfon, who 
could not obtain the firft place in my hear 


I was furprifed that my uncle’s impatience had permitted me 
to go on thus far; but Rokihe’ in his face, T perceived that paflion 
had kept him filent. At le neth the gathering ftorm burft over 
my head in a torrent of reproaches. My reafons were condemned 
as romantic abfurdities, which I could not myfelf believe; I wa 
accufed of defigning to deceive, and to throw myfelf away on 
fome worthlefs fellow, whofe principles were as bad as my own. 
It was in vain for me to affert that I had no fuch defign, nor any 
inclination to marry at all; my uncle could fooner have’ believed 
the grofieft contradiction, than that a young woman could fo ftre- 
nuoufly refufe one man without being prepoffefied in favour of 
another. As I thought myfelf injured by his accufations and ty- 
ranny, I gave over the attempt to mitigate his anger ; he appealed 
to Pleaven for the juftice of his referitment, and: againft my in- 
eratitude and rebellion; and then giving me a note of fifty pounds, 
which he faid would keep me from immediate indigence, he bade 
me leave his houfe, and fee his face no more. I bowed in fign of 
obedience ; and collecting all my dignity and refolution, I arofe, 
thanked him for his paft benefits, and with a low curt’fy left the 
room. 


Iw léfs than an hour I departed with my little wardrobe to the 
houfe of a perfon, who had formetly been my father’s fervant, 
and who now kept a fhop and let lodgings. From hence I went 
the next day to vifit my father’s nephew, who was in’ pofleffion 
of the family eftate, and had lately married a lady of great fortune. 
Fle was a young gentleman of good parts, his principles the 
fame as'my father’s, tho’ his practice had not been quite agree- 
able to the ftrict rules of morality: however, fetting afide a 
few of thofe vices which are looked upon as genteel accom- 
plifhments in young fellows of fortune, I thought him a 
good fort of man; and as we had always lived in grea 
kindnefs, I doubted not that I fhould find hint my friend, and 
meet with approbation and encouragement at leaft, if not af- 
fiftance from him. I told him my ftory, and the reafons that 


had determined me to the refufal that had incurred my uncle’s 
| dif- 
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difpleafure. But how was I difappointed, when, inftead of the 
applaufe 1 expeéted for my heroic virtue and unmerited per- 
fecutions, I perceived a fmile of contempt on his face, when 
he interrupted me in the following manner. ‘And what in 
“ the d—-—-l’s name, my dear coufin, could ‘make a woman 
« of your fenfe behave fo like an ideot! What! forfeit al] your 
< hopes from your uncle, refufe an excellent match, and re- 
ee duce yourfelf to beggery, becaufe truly. you. were not in love? 

Surely, one might have expected better from you even at 
“ fifteen. Who is it pray that marries the perfon of their 
““-choice? For my own part, who have rather a better title 
““ to pleafe myfelf with a good 1500 a year, than you who have 
‘© not a fhilling, I found it would not do, and that there was 
“« fomething more to be fought after in a wife than a pretty face 
“or a gemus? Do you think I cared three farthings for the 
** woman I married. No, faith. But her thirty thoufand pounds 
‘© was worth having; with that I can purchafe a feraglio of 
‘* beauties, and indulge my tafte in every kind of pleafure. And 
‘‘ pray what is it to me whether my wife has beauty, or wit, 
** or elegance, when her money will {upply me with all that in 
* others? You, coufin, had an opportunity of. being as happy 
«as I am:-the men, believe me, would not like you a bit the 
‘‘ worfe for being married; on the contrary, you would find 
“that for one who took notice of you as a fingle woman, 
“twenty would be your admirers and humble fervants when 
“ there was.no danger of being taken in. "Thus you might have 
“* gratified all your paffions, made an elegant figure in life, and 
** have chofen out fome gentle fwain as romantic and poetical as 
“* you pleafed for your Cecifbee. The good John Trot hufband 
““ would have been eafily managed, and—” - Here my indig- 
nation could be contained no longer, and I was leaving the room 
in difdain, when he caught me by the hand —« Nay prithee my 
*« dear coufin, none -of thefe violent airs; I thought ‘you ‘and I 

had-knownone another better. Let the poor fouls who are 
“ taught by the priefts and their nurfes to be afraid of hell fire, 
“and to think they hall go to the devil for following nature and 
making life agreeable, be as outrageoufly virtuous as the 
pleafe: you have too much fenfe to be frighted at bugbears ; 
‘you know that the term of your exiftence is but fhort, and 
“it is highly reafonable to make it as pleafant as poffible. —” 
I was too angry to attempt confuting his arguments; but burfting 
from his hold, told him I would take care not to give him a 
fecond opportunity of infulting my diftrefs, and affronting my un- 
derftanding ; and fo left his houfe with a refolution’ never to 
enter it again. 
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SATURDAY, Auguft 4, 1753. 





——-Propter vitam vivendi perdere caufas. Juv. 


2% WENT home mortified and difappointed. 
Y eta Se My {pirits funk into a dejection, which took 
from me for. many days all inclination to ftir 
out of my lodging, or to fee a human face. 
At length I refolved to try, whether indigence 
and friendfhip were really incompatible, and 
whether I fhould meet with the fame treatment 
from a female friend, whofe affeGtion had been 
the principal pleafure of my youth. Surely, thought I, the gentle 
AMANDA, whofe heart feemed capable of every tender and gene- 
rous fentiment, will do juftice to the innocence and integr ity of 
her unfortunate friend: her tendernefs will encourage my virtue, 
and animate my fortitude; her praifes and endearments will com- 
penfate all my hardfhips. Amanpa was fingle woman of a mo- 
‘derate independent fortune, which I heard fhe was going to beftow 
on a young officer, who had little or nothing befides his commil- 
fion. I had.no doubt of her gute orey of my refufing a merce- 
nary match, fincethe herfelf had chofen from motives fo oppofite to 
thofe mada are called prudent. She had been in the country fome 
months, fo that my misfortunes had not reached her ear, till I my- 
felf related them to her. She heard me with great attention, and 
anfwered me with prgeec enough, but with a coldnefs that 
chilled my very heart. “ You are fenfible, my dear Fiprxia,” faid 

e, ‘© that I never oa to fet my underftanding in competi- 
“© tion ‘with yours. I knew my own inferiority; and though many 
“* of your notions and opinions appeared to me. very ftrange and 
particular, I never attempted to difpute them with you. To be 
<< fure, you know beft; but it feems to me a very odd conduct 
* for.ome.in your fituation, to give offence to fo good an uncle, 
“¢ firft by maintaining doctrines which may be very true for aught 
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¢¢ [ know, but which are very contrary to the received opinions 
“< we are brought up in, and therefore are apt to fhock a common 
*<< wnderftanding ; and econdly, to renounce his protection, and 
throw yourfelf into the wide world, rather than marry the man 
1e chofe for yous to whom, after all, I do not find you had 
« any real objection, nor any antipathy for his perfon.”—Antipathy, 
my dear! faid:l; Are there not many degrees between loving and 
honouring a man preferably to all others, and beholding him with 
abhorrence and averfion? The firft is,.in my opinion, the duty of 
a wife ; a duty,-voluntarily taken upon herfelf, and engaged in un- 
der the moft folemn contraG. As to the difficulties that may at- 
tend my friendlefs unprovided ftate, fince they. are the confequences 
virtuous action, they cannot be really evils, nor can they dif- 
that happinefs which is the gift of virtue. “ . am heartily 
ad,” -anfwered -the, ““ that «you have found the art of ‘making 
urfelf happy by the force of imagination! J with your-enthu- 
(afm may.continue; and that you may be full further convinced, 
by your own experience, of the folly of mankind, in fuppofing 
‘* poverty and difgrace to be evils.” 
I was cut to the foul by the unkind manner which accompanied - 
this farcafm, and was going to remonftrate againft her unfriendly 
treatment, when-her lover came in with another gentleman, ‘who 
-in fpite of my full heart engaged my attention, and for a while 
made me forget the {tings of unkindnefs. ‘The beauty and grace- 
fulnefs of his perfon caught:my eye, and the politenefs of “his ad= 
drefs and the elegance of his cempliments foon prejudiced ‘me in 
favour of his underftanding. He-was introduced by the CAPTAIN to 
AMANDA as his moft intimate friend, and feemed defirous to give 
credit to his friend’s judgment by making himfelf as agreeable as pof- 
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ble. -He fucceeded fo well, that AMANDA was wholly engrofled by 


the pleafure of his converfation, and the care of entertaining her lover 

and her new gueft; her face brightened, and her good humour re- 

‘turned. When I rofe to leave her, fhe prefled me fo earneitly to 
ftay dinner, that I could-not, without difcovering how much I're- 

{ented her behaviour, refufe. This, however, ! fhould probably have 

. done, ‘as*] was naturally difpofed to fhow every fentiment of my 
‘heart, had: not a fecret with arofe there to know a little:more of this 
aereeable-ftranger. ‘This inclined-me to think. it prudent to conceal 

my refentment, and to accept the civilities of AMANDA. The con- 

-yerfation grew more and more pleafing: I took my fhare in it, and 
had more than my thare of the charming ftranger’s notice and.atten- 

tion. As-we all-grew more and:more: unreferved, AMANDA dropt 

hints in the courfe of the converfation relating to my ftory, my 
‘{entiments, and unhappy ‘fituation, Sir GEORGE FREELOVE, for 
that was the young gentleman’s name, liftened greedily to all that 

was faid of me, and feemed to eye me with earneft curiofity as well 

ag admiration. “We did not part'till it was late, and Sir GEORGE 

infifted on attending me to my lodgings: I ftrongly refufed it, not 

without a fenfation which more properly belonged to the female 

‘than 
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than the philofopher, and which I condemned in myfelf as arifing 
from difhoneft pride. I could not without pain fuffer the polite 


Sir GEORGE, upon fo fhort an acquaintance, to difcover the mean- 
nefs of my abode. To avoid this I fent for a chair; but was con- 
fufed to find, that Sir Grorce and his fervants prepared to attend 
it on foot by way, of guard ; it was in vain to difpute; he himfelf 
walked before, and his fervants followed it. I was covered with 
blufhes, when, after all this parade, he handed me in at the little fhop 
door, and took leave with.as profound refpect as if he had guarded 
me to a-palace. A thoufand different thoughts kept me from clofing 
my eyes that night. ‘The behaviour of AMANDA wounded me to 
the foul: I found that I muft look on her as no more than a com- 
mon acquaintance, and that the world did not contain one perfon 
whom I could call my friend. My heart felt defolate and forlorn: 
1 knew not what courfe to take for my future fubfiftence: the 
pain which my pride had juft given me, convinced me that I was 
far from having conquered the paffions of humanity, and that I 
fhould feel too fenfibly all the mortifications which attend on po~ 
verty. I determined, however, to fubdue this pride, and called 
to my affiftance the examples of antient fages and philofophers, 
who defpifed riches and honours and felt no inconveniences from 
the-malice of fortune. I had almoft reafoned myfelf into a contempt. 
for the world, and fancied myfelf fuperior to its {miles or frowns; 
when the idea of Sir GzorGE Freetove rufhed upon my mind, 
and. deftroyed at once the whole force of my reafoning. I found 
that however I might difregard the reft of the world, I could not 
be indifferent to his-opinion; and the thought of being defpifed by 
him was infupportable. I recolleéted that my condition was ex- 
tremely different-from that of an old philefopher, whofe rags per- 


* 
= 


‘haps were the means of gratifying his pride, by attracting the notice 
and refpeé&t of mankind: at leaft, the philofophers fchemes and 
wifhes were very different from thofe which at that time were 
taking poffeffion of my heart. The looks and behaviour of 

“GrorGE left me no doubt that I had made as deep an impreffion in 
his favour, as he had-done in mine. I could not bear to lofe the 
eround I had gained, .and to throw myfelf into a ftate below his 
notice. I {corned thethought of impofing on him with regard to 
my circumftances, in-cafe he fhould really have had favourable in- 
-tentions for me; ‘yet to difgrace myfelf for ever in his eye, by fub- 
-mitting to fervitude, or any low way of fupporting myfe'f, was 

vhat I could not bring myfelf to refolve on. 

In the midft of thefe reflections I was furprized the next mornin 
by-a vifit from Sir GrorGe. He made refpectful apologies for th 
liberty he took; told me he had learnt from my friend, that the 
unkindnefs and tyranny of an uncle had caft me into uneafy cir- 
cumftances ; and that he could not know, that fo much beauty and 
merit were fo unworthily treated by fortune, without earneftly 
withing to be the inftrument of doing me more juftice. He én- 
treated me to add dignity and value to his life, by making’ it con- 
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ducive to the happinefs of mine; and was going on with the moft 
ere offers of fervice, ethene [ interrupted him by faying, that 
there was nothing in his power that I cou) id with honour accept, by 
ich my life could be made happier, but that refpe&t which was 

sto me as a woman and a gentlewoman, and which ought to 
ave prevented fuch offers of fervice from a ftranger, as coal 
aly be juftified by a long experienced friendfhip; that I was not 
in a fituation to receive vifits, and muft decline his acquaintance, 
which neverthelefs in a happier part of my life would have given 
me pleafure. 

He now had recourfe to all the arts of his fex, imputing his 
too great freedom to the force of his paffion, protefting the moft 
inv eauible refpect, and imploring on his knees, and even with tears, 

at I would not pasts hia fo feverely as to deny him the liberty 
yr feeing me, and making himfelf more and more worthy of my 
efteem. My weak heart was but too much touched by his artifices, 
and I had only juft fortitude enough to perfevere in refufing his 
vifits, and to in fit on his leaving me, which at laft he did; but it 
was after fuch a profution of Reader ne sapEaYaaes and proteftations, 
that it was fomé time before I Staci recali my reafon enough to re- 
flect on the whole of his behaviour, and on my own fituation, which 
compared, left me but little doubt of his difhonourable views. 

I DETERMINED never more to admit him to my prefence, and 
accordingly gave orders to be denied if he came again. My reafon 
applaude a but my heart reproached me, and heave repined at 
the rigid determination of prudence. 1 lerevy that I acted rightly, 
and I expected that that confciouf{nefs would make me happy: but 
I found it.otherwife ; I was wretched beyond what I had ever. felt 
-or formed any idea Of I difcovered that my heart was entangled 
in a paffion which muft for ever be combated, or indulged at the 

“xpence of virtue. I now confidered riches as tru! ee a fince 
pe would have — me above difgrace ful atte ae and. given 
me reafonable hopes of becoming the wife of Sir Gzorcr FREE 
LOVE. I was difcontented pe pRbaRPys but fitpaazed and dif- 

appointed te find mylelf fo, fince hitherto I had no one criminal 
oslo to reproach me with; on the contrary, my difficulties 
were all owing to my regard for virtue. 

] RESOLVED, howceen to try ftill farther the power of virtue 
to confer happinets, to go on in my obedience to her laws, and 
patiently wait for the good effects of it. But I had ftronger diff- 
culties to go through, than any I had yet experienced. Sir Grorce 
was too nauch practifed in the arts of feduction, to be difcouraged 
bya firft nee every aay produced either forne new attempt to 
fee me, or a letter full of the moft paffionate proteftations and en- 
treaties for parden and favour. It was in vain 1 gave orders that 
no more letters fhould be taken in from him; he had fo many dif- 
ferent contrivances to convey them, and direéted them in hands fo 
unlike, that I was furprized into reading them contrary to my real 
intentions. Every time I flirred out he was fure to be in my way, 

and 
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and to employ the moft artful tongue that ever enfnared the heart of 
woman, in blinding my reafon and awakening my paffions. 

My virtue, however, did not yet give way, but my peace of mind 
was utterly deftroyed. Whenever i was with | him, I fummoned all 
my fortitude, and conftantly repeated my commands that he fhould 
avoid me. His difobedience called for my refentment, and in fpite 
of my melting heart ] armed my eyes with anger, and treated him 
with as much difdain as I thought his unworthy defigns deferved: 
But the moment he left me, all my refolution forfook me. I rez 

ined at my fate; I even murmured againft the SovEREIGN 
Ruxer of all things, for making me {fubject to paffions which |] 
could not fubdue, yet muft not indulge: I compared my own fitua- 
tion with that of my libertine coulit, whofe pernicious arsuments 
I had heard with horrour and -deteftation; who gave the reins 
to every defire, whofe houfe was the feat of plenty mirth and de- 
dight, -whofe aoe was ever covered with {miles, an whofe heart 
(ened free from forrow and care. Is not this man, faid I, happier 
than Iam? And if fo, where is the worth of virtue? iaite I not 
facrificed to her my fortune and my friends? Do I not daily facri- 
ice to her my darling inclination? Yet whatis the compenfation fhe 
offers me? What are my profpects in this world but poverty, mor- 
tification, difappointment and grief! every with of my heart denied, 
every paflion of humanity gamba and hurt, though never con- 
-quered ! Are thefe the bleffings with which Heaven diftinguifhes 
its favourites? Can the Kinc or HEAVEN want power or ‘will to 
diftinguifh them? Or does he leave his wretched creatures to be 
the {port of chance, the prey of wickednefs and malice? Surely no. 
‘Yet is not the condition of the virtuous-often more miferable than 
that of the vicious? Tamyfelf have experienced that it is. Iam very 
unhappy, and {ee no likelihood of my being otherwife in this world 
—and all beyond the ¢rave is eternal dation ele. Yet why do I fay, 
that I have no profpect of ha BY ger ae s not the moft engaging 
of men offer ,nf@M@ll the joys that love and fertune can beftow? 
“Will not he protect me from every rite of the proud world that 
{cofts at indigence ? Will notyhis liberal hand pour forth the means 
of every f pleat ure, even of gat hicheft and trueft of all pleafures, 
the power of re clieving the iutferings of my fellow creatures, of 
changing the tears of “difrels into tears of j joy and gratitude, of 
communicating my own Bappinefs to all around me? Is not this 
a ftate far prefer able'to that in:which virtue has s placed me? But 
what is virtue? Is not happinefs the laudable superfuit of reafon? 
Is it not then laudable to perfue it by the moft probable means? 
Have I not been accufing Provipence of unkindnefs, whilft I 
myfelf only am in fault, for rejecting its offered favours! Surely, 
I have miftaken the path of virtue; it muft be that which leads 
to happinels. The path which I am im is full of thorns and briars, 
and terminates in impenetrable darknefs: but I fee another that is 
{trowed with flowers, and bright with the funfhine of profperity ; 
this, furely, is the path of virtue, and the road to happinets. 
Hither 
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Hither then let me turn my weary fteps, nor let vain and idle pre- 
judices fright me from felicity. It 1s {urely impofiible that I fhould 
offend GOD, by yielding to a temptation which he has given me 
no motive to refift. He has allotted me a fhort and precarious 
exiftence, and has placed before me good and evil._— What is good 


but pleafure ? What is evil but pain? Reafon and nature direct me 
to chute the firft, and avoid the laft. I fought for happinefs in 
what is called virtue, but I found it not: hall I not try the other 
experiment, fince I think I can hardly be more unhappy by fol- 
lowing inclination, than I am by denying it? 

Tuus had my frail thoughts wandered into a wildernefs of 
errour, and thus had I almoft reafoned myfelf out of every prin- 
iple of morality, by perfuing through all their confequences the 
do&trines which had been taught me as rules of life and preé= 
{criptions for felicity, the talifmans of TRUTH by which I fhould 
be fecured in the ftorms of adverfity, and liften without danger te 
the fyrens of temptation ; when in the fatal hour of my prefumption, 
fitting alone in my chamber, collecting arguments on the fide of 
paffion, almoft diftraéted with doubts, and plunging deeper and 
deeper into falfehood, I faw Sir GrorGe FREELOVE at my feet, 
who had gained admittance, contrary to my orders, by corrupting 
my landlady. It is not neceflary to defcribe to you his arts, or the 
weak efforts of that virtue which had been gracioufly implanted in 
my heart, but which I had taken impious pains to undermine by 
falfe reafoning, and which now tottered from the foundation. 
Suffice it that I fubmit to the humiliation I have fo well deferved, 
and tell you, that in all the pride of human reafon I dared to con- 
demn, as the effect of weaknefs and prejudice, the {till voice of 
confcience which would yet have warned me from ruin; that my 
innocence, my honour, was the facrifice to paffion and fophiftry ; 
that my boafted philofophy, and too much flattered underftanding, 
preferved me not from the loweft depth of infamy, which the 
weakett of my fex with humility and religion would have avoided. 

I now experienced a new kind of wretchednefs. My vile fe- 
ducer tried in vain to reconcile me to the fhameful life to which 
he had reduced me, by loading me with finery, and lavifhing his 
fortune in procuring me pleafures which I could not tafte, and 
pomp which feemed an infult on my difgrace. In vain did I re- 
colle& the arguments which had convinced me of the lawfulnefs 
of accepting offered pleafures, and following the dictates of in- 
clination: the light of my underftanding was darkened, but the 
fenfe of guilt was not Joft. My pride and my delicacy, if, cri- 
minal 2s I was, I may dare to call it fo, fuffered the moft in- 
tolerable mortification and difguft, every time I reflected on my 
infamous fituation. Every eye feemed to upbraid me, even that 
of my triumphant feducer ——O depth of mifery! To be con- 


{clous of deferving the contempt of him I loved, and for whofe 
fake I was become contemptible to myfelf. 
ry. 
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Quifnam igitur liber? Sapiens: fibi qué imperiofus ; 
Quem neque pauperies, neque mors, neque vincula terrent : 
Refponfare cupidinibus, contemnere bonores 

Fortis, et in feipfo totus, teres atque rotundus, 


Externi ne quid valeat per lave morari. Hor. 





vifible to my watchful eyes. I had now all the torments of jea- 
loufy to endure, till a cruel certainty put an end to them. I learnt 
at length, that my falfe lover was on the brink of marriage with a 
lady of great fortune. I immediately refolved to leave him ; but 
could not do it without firft venting my full heart in complaints 
and reproaches : this provoked his rage, and drew on me infolence 
which though I had deferved I had not learnt to bear. I returned 
with {corn, which no longer became me, all the wages of my fin 
and the trappings of my fhame, and left his houfe in the bittereft 
anguifh of refentment and defpair. 
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I RETURNED to my old lodgings: but unable to*bear ‘a fcene 
which recalled every circumftance of my undoing, afhamed to look 
in the face of any creature who had feen me innocent, wretched 
in myfelf, and hoping from change of place fome abatement of 
my mifery, I put myfelfinto a poft chaile at two in the morning, 
with orders to the driver to carry me as far from town as he could 
‘before the return of night, leaving it to him to chufe the road. 


My reafon and my fenfes feemed benumbed and ftupified during 
my journey. I made no reflections on what I was about, nor 
formed any defign for my future life. When night came, my con- 
ductor would have {topt at a large town, but I bid him go on to 
the next village. There I alighted at a paultry inn, and difmiffed 
my vehicle, without once confidering what I was to do with my- 
felf, or why I chofe that place for my abode. To fay truth, 1 can 
give no account of my thoughts at this period of time: they were 
all confufed and diftra&ed. A fhort frenzy muft have filled up 
thofe hours, of which my memory retains fuch imperfect traces. 
I remember only, that without having pulled of my cloaths, [left 
the inn as foon as I faw the day, and wandered out of the village. 

My unguided feet carried me to a range of willows by a river’s 
fide, where,after having walked fome time, the frefhnefs of the 
air revived my fenfes, and awakened my reafon. My reafon, my 
memory, my anguith and defpair returned together ! Every circum- 
{tance of my pait life was prefent to my mind; but moft the idea 
of my faithlefs lover, and my criminal love, tortured my imagina- 
tion, and rent my-bleeding heart, which, in {pite of all its guilt and 
all its: wrongs, retained the tendereft and moft ardent affe@tion for its 
undoer. "This unguarded affection, which was the effect of a gentle 
and kind nature, heightened the anguifh of refentment, and com- 
pleted my mifery. In vain did I call off my thoughts from this 
gloomy retrofpect, and hope to find a gleam of comfort in my 
future profpects. They were ftill more dreadful. . Poverty, at- 
tended by infamy and want, groaning under the cruel hand of op- 
preffion, and the taunts of infolence, was before my eyes. I, who 
had.once been the darling and the pride of indulgent parents, who 
had once been beloved, refpeCted, and admired, was now the outcaft 
of human nature, defpifed and avoided by all who had ever loved 


me, by all whom I had moft loved! hateful to myfelf, belonging 


to no, one, expofed to wrongs and infults from all! 


I rriep to find out the caufe of this difmal change, and how 
far I was myfelf the occafion of it. My condué& with refpeé& to 
Sir Grorce, though I fpantaneoufly condemned, yet upon recol- 
JeCtion I thought the arguments which, produced it would juftify. 
But.as my, principles could.not-preferve me from vice, neither could 


they 
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they fuftain mein adverfity’’ Confcience was not to be perverted 
by the fophiftry which had beclouded my reafon: and if any, by 
imputing my condué to error, fhould acquit me of guilt; let them 
remember, it is yet true, that in this uitermoft diftrefs, I was 
neither fuftained by the confcioufnefs of innocence, the exultation 
of virtue, nor the hope of reward: whether I looked backward or 
forward, all was confufion and anguifh, diftraGtion and defpair. I 
accufed the SupREME Berne of cruelty and injuftice, who though 
he gave me not fufficient encouragement to refift defire, yet pu- 
nifhed me with the confequences of indulgence. If there is a 
GOD, cried I, he muft be either tyrannical and cruel, or regardlefs 
of his creatures. I will no longer endure a being which is unde- 
fervedly miferable either from chance or defign, but fly to that an- 
nihilation in which all my profpects terminate. Take back, faid I, 
lifting my eyes to Heaven, the hateful gift of exiftence, and let 
my duft no more be animated to fuffering, and exalted to mifery. 


So faying, I ran to the brink of the river, and was going to 
plunge in, when the cry of fome perfon very near me made me 
turn my eyes to fee whence it came. I’ was accofted by an 
elderly clergyman, who with looks of terror, pity and benevolence, 
afked what I was about to do? At firft I was fullen, and refufed 
to anfwer him; but by degrees the compaffion he fhowed, and the 
tendernefs with which he treated me, fottened my heart, and gave 
vent to my tears. 


“ O! Mapam,” faid he, ‘ thefe are gracious figns, and unlike 
‘© thofe which firft drew my attention, and made me watch you 
“* unobferved, fearing fome fatal purpofe in your mind. What 
“¢ muft be the thoughts which could make a face like yours appear 
“© the picture of horror! I was taking my morning walk, and have 
“¢ feen you a confiderable time ; fometimes {topping and wringing 
“your hands, fometimes quickning your pace, and fometimes 
«© walking flow with your eyes fixed’on the ground, till you 
¢ raifed them:to heaven with looks net of fupplication and piety, 
«‘ but rather of accufation and defiance. ‘For pity teil me 
“ how is it that you have quarrelled with yourfelf, with life, 
“nay even with Heaven? Recall your reafon and your hope, 
« and let this feafonable prevention of your fatal purpofe be an 
“* earneft to you of good things to come, of GO D’s mercy not 
“‘ yet alienated from you, and ftooping from his throne to fave 
«© your foul from perdition.” 


Tue tears which flowed in rivers from my eyes while he 
talked, gave me fo much relief that I found myfelf able to {peak, 
and defirous to exprefs my gratitude for the good man’s concern ~ 
for me. It was fo long fince I had known the joys of confidence, 
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ing pleafure and comfort from unburthening my 
ny kind deliverer every circumftance of m 
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jiftracted mind. He fhuddered 
PROVIDENCE; and {topping me 


to hear me upbraid the DIVINE g 
fhort, told me, he would lead me to one who fhould preach pa- 
tience to me, whilit fhe gave me the example of it. 


As we talked he led me to his own houfe, and there introduced 
me to his wife, a middle aged woman, pale and emaciated, but of 
a chearful, placid countenance, who received me with the greateft 
tendernefs and humanity. She faw I was diftrefled, and her com» 
pafiion was beforehand with my complaints. Her tears ftood read 
to accompany mine; her looks and her voice expreffed the kindeft 
concern, and her affiduous cares demonftrated that true politenefs 
1of{pitality, which is not the effect of art but of inward bene- 
volence. . While fhe obliged me to take fome’ refrefhment, her 
: ave her a fhort account of my ftory, and of the ftate in 
which he had found me. “* This poor lady,” faid he, ‘ fromthe 
$< t of her education and principles, fees every thing through 

a gloomy medium: fhe accufes ProvipeNcr, and hates her 
** exiftence for thofe evils, which are the common. lot of mankind 
*¢ in this fhort flate of trial. You, my dear, who are one of the 

greateft fufferers I have known, are beft qualified to cure her of 
her faulty impatience, and to convince her, by your own ex- 
ample, that this world is not the place in which virtue is to find 
its reward. She thinks no one fo unhappy as herfelf; but if the 
knew all that you have gone through, fhe would furely be fen- 
fible, that if you are happier than the, it is only becaufe your 
** principles are better.” 


“INDEED, my dear madam,” faid the, “ that is the only ad» 
vantage I have over you; but that, indeed, outweighs ever 
«« thing elfe. ‘It is now but ten days fince I followed to the 
‘* grave my only fon, the furvivor of eight children, who were all 
“* equally the objects of my fondeft love. My heart is not lefs 
“« tender than your own, nor my affections lefs warm. Fora 


le year before the death of my laft darling, I watched the 
Dp 


progreis of difeafe, and faw him fuffer the moft amazing 
‘* pains. Nor was poverty, that dreaded evil to which you could 
‘« not fubmit, wanting to my trials. Though my hufband is b 
« his profetlion.a gentleman, his income is fo {mall, that I and 
‘¢ my children have often wanted neceffaries: and though I had 
** always a weakly conftitution, I have helped to fupport my fa- 
«« mily by the labour of my own hands. At this time Iam con- 
“* fuming by daily tortures, with a cancer which mutt fhortly be 
my death. My pains, perhaps, might be mitigated by proper 
afliftance, though nothing could preferve my life; but I have 
** not 
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« not the means to obtain that affiftance.” O hold, interrupted 
I, my whole foul is fhocked at the enumeration of fuch i to 
lerable fufferings. How is it that you fupport them? Why do 
I not fee you in defpair like mine, renounce your exiftence, and 
put yourfelf out of the reach of torment’? But above ail, tell me 
how’ it is poffible for you to preferve, amidft fuch complicated 
mifery, that appearance of chearfulnefs and ferene complacency 
which fhines fo remarkably in your countenance, and : 
every look and motion? 





“ 'Tuat chearfulnefs and complacency,” anfwered the good 
woman, “ I feel j in my heart. My mind ts not only ferene, but 
“< often experiences the higheft emotions of } joy and exultation, 
*‘ that the brighteft hopes can give.” And whence, faid J, do 
you derive shies aftonifhing art of extracting si from mifery, and 
of fmiling amidft all i terrors of pain, {orrow, poverty and 
death ? She was filent a moment; then {tepping to her clofet 
reached a BiBLe, es fhe put into my hands. ‘“ See’ there,” 
faid fhe, ‘‘ the volume in which I learn this art. Here I am 
“ taught, that everlafting glory is in ftore for all who will accept 
‘© it upon the terms which Inrin1TE PERFECTION has prefcribed: 
« here I am promifed confolation, affiftance and fupport from 
“© the Lorp or Lire; and here I am affured that my tranfient 
‘© afflictions are only Meant to’ fit me for eternal and un {oeakable 
“© happinefs. This happinefs is at hand. The fhort remainder 
‘*_of my life feems but a point,- beyond which opens the glorious 
“© profpect of immortality. Thus encouraged, how fhould I be 
“© dejected? Thus fupported, how fhould I fink? With fuch 
“© profpects, fuch aflured hopes, how can I be otherwife than 
“happy?” 

While fhe fpoke, her eyes fparkled, and her whole face feeme 
animated with joy. I was ftruck ‘with her manner, as Hel as 
her words. Every fyllable fhe uttered feemed to fink into my 
foul, fo:that I never can forget it. I refolved'to examine a religion, 
which was capable of producing fuch effects as could not abtrl. 
bute either to chance or error. ‘The good couple prefied me with 
fo much unaffected kindnefs, to make their little parfonage ma 
afylum till I could better difpofe of myfelf, that I accepted: th their 
offer. Here, with the afliftance of the clergyman, who is a plain, 
fenfible, and truely pious man, I have ftudied the Hoty Scrip- 
TURES, and the evidences of theif authority. But after reading 
them with candour and attention, I found all the extrinfic argu- 
ments of their truth fuperfluous. The excellency of their pre- 
cepts, the a ae of their doctrines, and the glorious motives 
arid encouragements to virtue which they propote, together with 
the ftriking example I had before my eyes of their falutary effec 


left me no doubt of their divine authority. 
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Durine the time of my abode here, I have been witnefs to the 
more than heroic, the joyful, the triumphant death of the dear, 
good woman. With as much foftnefs and tendernefs as ever J 
faw in a female character, fhe fhewed more dauntlefs intrepidity 
than the fterneft philofopher or the proudeft hero, No torment 
could fhake the conftancy of her foul, or length of pain wear out 
the ftrength of her patience. Death was to her an object not of | 
horror but of hope. When I heard her pour forth her laft breath 
in thank{giving, and faw the fmile of extafy remain on her pale 
face when life was fled, I could not help crying out in the beau- 
tiful language I had lately learned from the Sacrep WRITINGs, 
“© Death! where is thy fting? O Grave! where is thy victory?” 


54 


I Am now preparing to leave my excellent benefactor, and get 
my bread in a fervice, to which he has recommended me in a 
neighbouring family. A ftate of {ervitude, to which once I could 
not refolve to yield; appears no longer dreadful to me; that pride 
which would have made it galling, Curisrranitry has fubdued, 
though philofophy attempted it in vain. Asa penitent, I fhould 
gratefully fubmit .to mortification; but as a CurisTrANn, I find 
myfelf {uperior to every mortification, except the fenfe of guilt. 
This has humbled me tothe duft: but the full affurances that are 
given me by the SAVIOUR OF THE Wor tp, of the Divine pardon 
and favour upon fincere repentance, have calmed my troubled 
{pirit, and filled my mind with peace and joy, which the world 
can neither give nor take-away. Thus, without any. change for 
the better in my outward circumftances, I find myfelf changed 
from-a diftracted, poor, defpairing wretch, to a contented, happy, 
grateful being; thankful for, and pleafed with my prefent ftate of 
exiftence, yet exulting in the hope of quitting it for endlefs glory 
and happinefs. 


O! Sir, tell the unthinking mortals, who will not take the 
pains of inquiring into thofe truths which moft concern them, and 
who are led by fafhion, and the pride of human reafon, into a 
contempt for the Sacrep Oractzes of GOD, tell them thefe 
amazing effects of the power of CurisTianiTy : tell them this 
truth which experience has taught me, that, ‘“‘ Though Vice is 
‘ conftantly attended by mifery, VirTue itfelf cannot confer hap- 
“ pinefs in this world, except it is animated with the hopes of 
“* eternal blifs in the world to come. 


Y I am, &c. 
FIDELIA. 
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Non defunt craffi quidam, qui fiudiofos ab husufmoaz hbris deterreant, 


ceu poeticis, ut vocant, & ad morum mtegritatem oficientibus. Ego 


vero dignos cenfeo quos ES omnibus in ludis prelegant adolofcentia lite- 


ratores, & fibi legant relegantque fenes. ERASMUS. 


wREATNESS,. novelty, and beauty, are 
ufually and juftly reckoned the three principal 
fources of the pleafures that ftrike the imagi- 
nation. If the In1ap be allowed to abound 


in objects that may be referred to the firft {pe- 


Vv) 5 





cies, yet the OpysseY may boaft a greater 
number of images that are beautiful and uncommon. The vaft 
variety of fcenes perpetually fhifting before us, the train of unex- 
pected events, and the many fudden turns of fortune in this diver- 
fified poem, muft more deeply engage the reader, and keep his 
attention more alive and aétive, than the martial uniformity of the 
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Inrap. The continual glare of a fingle colour that unchangeably 
predominates throughout a whole piece, is apt to dazzle and dif- 
guft the eye of the beholder. I will not, indeed, prefume to fay 
with VoLTAIRE, that among the greateft admirers of antiquity, 
there 1s f{carce one to be found, who could ever read the Ir1tap 
with that eagernefs and rapture, which a woman feels when the 
perufes the novel of ZaypE; but will, however, venture to af- 
firm, that the sPEcIosA MIRACULA of the Opyssry, are better 
calculated to excite our curiofity and wonder, and to allure us for- 
ward with unextinguifhed impatience to the cataftrophe, than the 
perpetual tumult and terror that reign through the Inrap. 

Tue boundlefs exuberance of his imagination, his unwearied 
{pirit and fire, éxdiarn ate, has enabled Homer to diverfify the de- 
{criptions of his battles with many circumftances of great variety : 
fometimes, by fpecifying the different characters, ages, profeffions, 
or nations, of his dying heroes; fometimes, by defcribing different 
kinds of wounds and deaths; and fometimes by tender and pa- 
thetic ftrokes, which remind the reader, of the aged parent who 
is fondly expecting the return of his fon juft murdered, of the de- 
folate condition of the widows who will now be enflaved, and of 
the children that will be dathed againit the ftones. But notwith- 
ftanding this delicate art and addrefs in the poet, the fubje@ re- 
mains the fame; and from this famenefs, it will I fear erow te- 
dious and infipid to impartial readers: thefe {mall modifications 
and adjuncts, are not fufficiently efficacious, to give the grace of 
novelty to repetition, and to make tautology delightful: the battles 
are, indeed, nobly and varioufly painted, but ‘till they are only 
battles. But when we accompany Utyssrs through the manifold 
perils he underwent by fea and land, and vifit with him the 
ftrange nations to which the anger of Neptune has driven ‘him, all 


whofe manners and -cuftoms are defcribed in the moft lively and 


picturefque 


_ 
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picturefque terms; when we furvey the wondrous monfters he 


encountred and efcaped, 
_Antiphaten, Scyllamque, S cum Cyclope Charybdin ; 


when we fee him refufe the Charms of Calypfo, and the cup of 
Circe ; when we defcend with him into hell, and hear him con- 
verfe with all the glorious heroes that affifted at the Trojan war ; 
‘when after ftrugeling with ten thoufand difficulties unforefeen and 
almoft unfurmountable, he is at laft reftored to the peaceable 
poffeffion of his kingdom and his queen; when fuch objects as 
thefe are difplayed, fo new and fo interefting ; when all the de- 
{criptions, incidents, fcenes and perfons, differ fo widely from each 
other; then it is that poetry becomes “‘ a perpetual feaft of neftared 


“« fweets,” and a feaft of fuch an exalted nature as to produce 


neither fatiety or difguft. 


Bur befides its variety, the Opyssry is the moft amufing and 
entertaining of all other poems, on account of the pictures it pre- 
ferves to us of ancient manners, cuftoms, laws and politics, and of 
the domeftic life of the heroic ages. The more any nation becomes 
polithed, the more the genuine feelings of nature are difguifed, 
and their manners are confequently lefs adapted to bear a faithful 
defcription. -Good-breeding is founded on the diffimulation or 
{uppreffion of fuch fentiments, as may probably provoke or offend 
thofe with whom we converfe. The little forms and ceremonies 
which have been introduced into civil life by the moderns, are not 
fuited to the dignity and fimplicity of the Epic Musz. The coro- 
nation feaft of an Puropean monarch would not fhine half fo much 
in poetry, as the fimple fupper prepared for ULyssrs at the Phza- 
cian court: the gardens of ALcrINous are much fitter for defcrip- 
tion than thofe of VersaiLtites: and Nausicaa, defcending to 
the river to wafh her garments, and dancing afterwards upon the 
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° 4 ° ry . ° e . J y 
banks with her fellow-virgins, like Diana amidft her nymphs, 
‘Pela Sapryvwrn WEAETas, narets Oe Te Maco, 


is a far more graceful figure, than the moft glittering lady in the 
drawing-room, with a complexion plaiftered to repair the vigilsvof 
cards, and a fhape violated and deftroyed by a {tiff brocaded fack, 
and an immeafurable hoop. The compliment alfo which Urysses 
pays to this innocent unadorned beauty, efpecially when he com- 
pares her to a young palm-tree of Delos, contains more gallantry 
and elegance, than the moft applauded fonnet of the politeft Frefich 
marquis that ever rhymed. However indelicate I may be efteemed, 
I freely confefs I had rather fit in the grotto of Catypso, than in 
the moft pompous faloon of Louis XV. ‘The tea and the card tables 
can be ‘introduced with propriety and fuccefs only in the mock- 
heroic, as they have been very happily in the Rape of the Lock; but 
the prefent modes of life muft be forgotten when we attempt any 
thing in the ferious or fublime poetry : for heroifm, difdains | the 
luxurious refinements, the falfe delicacy and ftate of modern ages. 
The primeval, I was about to fay, patriarchal fimplicity of man- 
ners difplayed in the OpyssEy, is a perpetual fource of true poetry, 
is inexpreffibly pleafing to all who are uncorrupted and “ un- 
‘¢ hackneyed in the ways of men,” and may therefore prove 


equally inftructive and captivating to younger readers. 


_ Ir feems to be a tenet univerfally received among common 
critics, as certain and indifputable, that images and characters of 
peaceful and domeftic life are not fo difficult to be drawn, as 
piGtures of war and fury. I own myfelf of a quite contrary opi- 
nion; and think the defcription of Andromache parting with 
Heétor-in the Inrap, and the tender: circumftance of the child 
Aftyanax, ftarting back.from his father’s helmet and*clinging to 
the bofom of his nurfe, are as great efforts of the imagination of 


Homer, 


-_ 


: 
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Homer, as the dreadful picture of Achilles fighting with the 
rivers, or dragging the carcafs of Heétor at his chariot-wheels : the 
NNaTurAt isas {trong an evidence of true.genius, as the Susirme. 
It is in fuch images the Opyssey abounds; the fuperior utility 
of which, as they :* come home to our bufinefs and bofoms,” need 
not be pointed out. Let Loncrnus admire the majefty of Neptune 
whirling his chariot over the deep, furrounded by fea monfters, 
that gambolled before their king: the death of the dog Argus, 
creeping to his mafters feet, whom he alone knew in his difguife, 
and expiring with joy for his return, is fo inexpreffibly pathetic, 
that it equals- if not exceeds any of the magnificent and bolder 
images, which that excellent critic hath produced in his treatife on 
the fublime. He juftly commends the prayer of Ajax, who when 
he was furrounded with a thick darknefs that prevented the difplay 
of his prowefs, begs of Jupiter only to remove the clouds that in- 
volved him; ‘and then” fays he, “‘ deftroy me if thou wilt in 
the daylight ;” i 8 gas 19 tcc. But furely the reflections which 
U ysses makes to Amphinomus, the moft virtuous of the fuitors, 
concerning the mifery and vanity of man, will be found to deferve 
equal commendations, if we confider their propriety, folemnity 
and truth.. Our hero, in the difguife of a begger, has juft been 
fpurned at and ridiculed by the reft of the riotous lovers, but is 
kindly relieved by Amphinomus; whofe behaviour is finely con- 
trafted to the brutality of his brethren. Upon which Utyssers 
fays, ‘‘ Hear me, O Amphinomus! and ponder the words I fhall 
“« fpeak unto thee. Of all creatures that breathe or creep upon the 
*‘ earth, the moft weak and impotent is man. For he never 
© thinks that evil thall befall him at another feafon, while the 


a 


“ Gods beftow on him ftrength and happinefs. But when the tm- 


© mortal Gods afflict him with adverfity, he bears it with unwilling- 


*‘ nefs and repining. Such is the mind of the inhabitants of earth, 


[ @ 


‘ that it changes as Jupiter fends happinefs or mifery. I once 


“ num- 
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** numbered myfelf among the happy, and elated with profperity 
“ and pride, and relying on my family and friends, committed 
“ many ads of injuftice. But let no man be proud or unjuit, but 


“* receive whatever gifts the Gods beftow on him with humility 


“ ond filence.” I chofe to traiflate this fententious paflage as 


literally as poffible, to preferve the air of its venerable fimplicity,. 
and ftriking folemnity. If we recollect the fpeaker, and the oc- 
cafion of it, we cannot fail of being deeply affected. Can we, 
therefore, forbear giving our affent to the truth of the title which 


ALCIDAMAS, according to ARISTOTLE in his rhetoric, beftows 


on the Opyssey ; who calls it “‘ a beautiful mirror of human life,” 


7 
nccrov cvOpwarive Bes naTromTeor. 


Homer, in the In1ap, refembles the river Nite, when it de- 
{cends in a cataract that deafens and aftonifhes the neighbouring 
inhabitants. In the Opyssry he is ftill like the fame Nize, when 
its genial inundations gently diffufe fertility and fatnefs over the 
peaceful plains of Egypt. 
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Nil defperandum. , | Hor. 


A WAS HAVE fometimes heard it difputed in conver- 
2 fation, whether it be more laudable or defirable, 
that a man fhould«think too highly or too 
meanly of himfelf;) it,is on all hands agreed to 
be beft that he fhould think rightly; but fince 
a fallible being will “always make fome devia- 
tions from exact rectitude, it is not whoily ufelefs to enquire to- 
wards which fide it is fafer to decline. 





Tue prejudices of mankind feem to “favour him who errs by 
under rating his own powers, he is confidered as a modeft and 
peaceable member of fociety, not likély to break the peace by 
competition, to endeavour after fuch fplendor of reputation, as may 
VOL, IL. M dim 
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dim the luftre of others, or to interrupt any in the enjoyment of 
themfelves; he is no man’s rival, and therefore may be every man’s 
friend. 


THE opinion which a man entertains of himfelf ought to be 
diftinguifhed, in order to an accurate difcuffion of this queftion, 
as it relates to perfons or to things. To think highly of ourfelves in 
comparifon with others, to aflume by our own authority that pre- 
cedence which none is willing to grant us, muft be always invidious 
and offenfive; but to rate our powers high in proportion to things, 
and imagine ourfelves equal to great undertakings, while we leave 
others in poffeffion of the fame abilities, cannot with equal juftice 
provoke cenfure. 


Ir mutt be confeffed, that felf love may difpofe us to decide too 
haftily in our own favour ; but who is hurt by the miftake? If we 
are incited by this vain opinion to attempt more than we can 
perform, ours is the labour and ours is the difgrace, 


Burt he that dares to think well of himfelf, will not always prove 
to be miftaken, and the good effects of his confidence will then 
appear in great attempts and great performances; if he fhould not 
fully complete his defign, he will at leaft advance it fo far as to 
leave an eafier tafk for him that fucceeds him; and even though 
he fhould wholly fail, .he will fail with*honour. 


_ Bur from the oppofite error, from torpid defpondency, can come 
no advantage ; it is the froft of the foul which binds up all its 
powers, and congeals life in perpetual ‘fterility. He that has no 


hopes of fucceis will make no attempts, and where nothing is at- 
tempted, nothing can be done. 


Every man fhould, therefore, endeavour to maintain in himfelf, 
a favourable opinion of the powers of the human mind ; which are 
indeed perhaps in ‘every man greater than they appear, and might, 
by diligent cultivation, be ‘exalted to.a degree beyond: what their 
pofleffor prefumes to believe. There is fearce any man but has found 
limfelf able at the inftigation of neceflity, to do what in a ftate of 


leifure 
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~ 


leifure and deliberation he would have concluded impoffible; and 


fome of our fpecies have fignalifed themfelves by fuch atchieve- 
ments, as prove that there are few things above human hope. 


Ir has been the policy of all nations, to preferve by fome public 
monuments, the memory of thofe who have ferved their country 
by great exploits ; there is the fame reafon for continuing, or re- 
viving the names of thofe whofe extenfive abilities have dignified 
humanity. An honeft emulation may be alike excited; and the 
philofopher’s curiofity may be inflamed by a catalogue of the works 
of Boyle or Bacon, as Themiftocles was kept awake by the tro- 


phies of Miltiades. 


Amonc the favourites of nature, that have from time to time 
appeared in the world, enriched with various endowments, and 
contrarieties of excellence, none feems to have been more exalted 
above the common rate of humanity, than the man known about 
two centuries ago by the appellation of the ADMIRABLE CRIGHTON, 
of whofe hiftory, whatever we may ‘detract from it as furpafling 
credibility, yet enough will remain incenteftably verified to rank 
him among prodigies. 


VirTUvE, fays Virgil, is better accepted when it comes in a 
pleafing form ; the perfon of CricuTon was eminently beautiful, 
but his beauty was confiftent with fuch adtivity and ftrength, 
that in fencing he would fpring at one bound the length of twenty 
feet upon his antagonift, and ufed the {word in either hand with 
fuch force and dexterity, that fcarce ‘any one had courage to en- 
gage him. 


Havine ftudied at St. Andrew’s in Scotland, he went to Paris 
in his twenty firft year, and affixed on the gate of the college of 
Navarre a kind of challenge to the learned of that univerfity to 
difpute with him on a certain day, offering to his opponents, who- 
ever they ‘fhould be, the choice of ten languages and of all the fa- 
culties and fciences. On the day appointed three thoufand an- 
ditors aflembled, when four dottors of the church and fifty matters 
appeared againft him ; and one of his antagonifts confefles that the 

dactors 
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doétore were defeated ; that he gave proofs of knowledge above the 
reach of man; and that a hundred years, pafled without food or 
fleep, would not be fuflicient for the attainment of his learning. 
After a difputation of nine hours, he was prefented by the prefident 
and profeffors with a diamond and a purfe of gold, and difmified 
with repeated acclamations. 


From Paris he went away to Rome, where he made. the fame 
challenge, and had in the prefence of the pope and cardinals the 
fame fuccefs. Afterwards he contracted at Venice an acquaintance 
with Aldus Manutius, by whom he was introduced to the learned of 
that city ; then vifited Padua, where he engaged in another public 
difputation, beginning his performance with an extemporal poem 
in praife of the city and the affembly then prefent, and concluding 
with an oration equally unpremeditated in commendation of ig- 
norance. 


He afterwards publifhed another challenge, in which he de- 
clared himfelf ready to deteét the errors of Ariftotle and all his 
commentators, either in the common forms of logic, or in any 
which his antagonifts fhould propofe of a hundred different kinds 
of verfe. 


THESE acquifitions of learning, however ftupendous, were not 
gained at the expence of any pleafure which youth generally in- 
dulges, or by the omiflion of any accomplifhment in which it be- 
comes a gentleman to excel.. He practifed in great perfection the 
arts of drawing and painting, he was an eminent performer in both 
vocal and inftrumental mufic, he danced with uncommon grace- 
fulnefs, and on the day after his difputation at Paris, exhibited his 
fkill in horfemanfhip before the court of France, where at a public 


match of tilting he bore away the ring upon his lance fifteen times 
together. 


He excelled likewife in domeftic games of lefs dignity and re- 
putation, and in the interval between his challenge and difputation 
at Paris, he fpent fo much of his time at cards, dice, and tennis, 
that a Jampoon was fixed upon the gate of the Sorhonne, directing 

thofe 
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thofe that would fee this monfter of erudition, to look for him at 
the tavern. | 


So extenfive was his acquaintance with life and manners, that 
in an Italian comedy compofed by himfelf, and exhibited before 
the court of Mantua, he is faid to have perfonated fifteen different 
characters; in all which he might fucceed without great difficulty, 
fince he had fuch power of retention, that once hearing an oration 
of an hour, he would repeat it exactly, and in the recital follow 
the {peaker through all his variety of tone and gefticulation. 


Nor was his fkill in arms lefs than in learning, or his courage 
inferior to his fkill: there was a prize-fighter at Mantua, who 
travelling about the world, according to the barbarous cuftom of 
that age, as a general challenger, had defeated the moft celebrated 
mafters in many parts of Europe, and in Mantua, where he then re- 
fided, had killed three that appeared againft him. The duke 
repented that hehad granted him his proteétion ; when CricuTon, 
looking on his fanguinary fuccefs with indignation, offered to flake 
fifteen. hundred: piftoles, and mount the ftage againft him. . The 
duke with fome reluctance confented,: and: om: the day fixed the. 
combatants appeared; their weapon feems to have been fingle 
rapier, which was then newly introduced in Italy. The prize- 
fighter advanced with great violence and fiercenefs, and CricnTon 
contented himfelf calmly to ward his paffes, and fuffered him to ex- 
hauft his vigour by his own fury. Cricutron then became the 
affailant, and preffed upon him with fuch force and agility, that. 
he thruft him thrice through the body, and faw him expire: he 
then divided the prize he had won among the widows whofe huf- 


bands he had killed. 


Tue death of this wonderful man I fhould be willing to conceal, 
did I not know that every reader will inquire curioufly after that 
fatal hour which is common to all human beings, however diftin- 
guifhed from each other by nature or by fortune. 


Tue duke of Mantua having received fo many proofs of his 
various merit, made him tutor to his fon Vincentio di Gonzaga, 
a 
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a:prince of ‘loofe manners and turbulent difpofition. On this o¢cafion 
it was, that he compofed the comedy in which he exhibited fo many 
differcut-charaéters with exa&t propriety; but his honour was of 
(hort continuance, -for’as he was one night in the «time of Carnival 
rambling about the ftreets, with his guitar in his hand, he was-at- 
tacked by fix men mafked:: neither his courage nor fkill in this 
exigence deferted him, he oppefed them with fuch activity and 
{pirit, that he foon difperfed:'them, and difarmed their leader, who 
throwing of his mafk, difcovered himfelf to be the prince his 
pupil; CricHTon falling on his knees, took his own fword .by the 
point and prefented it to the prince ; who immediately feized it, 
and inftigated as fome fay by jealoufy, according to others, only by 
drunken fury and brutal refentment, thruft him through the heart. 


Tus was the ADMIRABLE CricuTon brought into that ftate, in 
«which be could excel the meaneft of mankind only by a few 
empty honours paid ‘to his memory: the court of Mantua teftified » 
their efteem by a public mourning, the contemporary wits were 
-profufe of their encomiums, and the palaces of Italy were adorned 
with pi@ures, reprefenting him on horfe back, with a lance in-one- 
hand, and a book inthe other. 
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Nunc feio quid fit AMor. VIRGIL. 


ce FHOUGH an danger of ROP ate iS 


ai 


tion, yet I this i claim en attention of the 


ladies, and profefs to teach an art by which all 


d 


may obtain what has hitherto been deemed the 





prerogative of a few; an art by which their 
predominant paflion may be gratified, and their conquefts not only 


extended but fecured ; “ the art of being Prerry.” 


But though my fubject may intereft the ladies, it may, perhaps, 


offend thofe profound moralifts, who have ie fince determined, 
BMOL. IE N 
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that Beauty ought rather to be defpifed than defired; that, like 
ftrength, it is a mere natural excellence, the effe&t of caufes wholly 
out of our power, and not intended either as the pledge of hap= 
pinefs or the diftin¢tion of merit. 

To thefe gentlemen I fhall remark, that beauty is among thofe 
qualities, which no effort of human wit could ever bring into 
contempt: it is, therefore, to be wifhed at leaft, that beauty was 
in fome degree dependent upon’ SenTimEenT and Manners, that 
fo high a privilege might not be poffeffed by the unworthy, and 
that human reafon might no longer fuffer the mortification’ of 
thofe who are compelled to adore an idol, which differs from a 
{tone or a log only by the fkill of the artificer: and if they cannot 
themfelves behold beauty with indifference, they muft, furely, ap- 


prove an attempt to flew that it merits their regard. 


I sat, however, principally confider that fpecies of beauty 
which is expreffed in the countenance; for this alone is peculiar 
to human beings, and is not lefs complicated than their nature. In 
the countenance there are but two requifites to perfect Beauty, 
which are wholly produced by external caufes, colour and propor- 
tion: and it will appear that even in common eftimation thefe are 
not the chief; but that though there may be beauty without them, 
yet there cannot be beauty without fomething more. 

Tue fineft features, ranged in the moft exact fymmetry, and 
heightened by the moft blooming complexion, muft. be animated 
before they can ftrike; and when they are animated, will generally 
excite the fame paflions which they exprefs. If they are fixed in 
the dead calm of infenfibility, they will be examined without 
emotion; and if they do not exprefs kindnefs, they will be beheld 


without 


a 
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without love. Looks, of contempt, difdain, or malevolence, will 
be reflected, as from, a mirrour, by every countenance on which 
they are turned; and, if, a, wanton afpect excites defire, it is but 
like that of a favage for his prey, which cannot be gratified with- 


out the deftruction of its objec. 


AmoncG particular graces the dimple has always been allowed 
the preeminence, and the reafon 1s evident; dimples are produced 
by a fmile, and a fmile is an expreflion of complacency: fo the 
contraction of the brows into a frown, as it is an indication of a 


contrary temper, has always been deemed a capital defect. 


Tue lover is generally at a lofs to define the beauty, by which 
his paffion was fuddenly and irrefiftibly determined to a particular 
objet; but this could never happen, if it depended upon any 
Known rule of proportion, upon the fhape or the difpofition of fea- 
tures, or the colour of the fkin: he tells you that it is fomething 
which he cannot fully exprefs, fomething not fixed in any feature 
but diffufed over all; he calls it a fweetnefs, a foftnefs, a placid 
fenfibility, or gives it fome other appellation which connects beauty 
with SENTIMENT, and expreffes:a charm which is not peculiar ta 
any fet of features, but is perhaps poffible to all. 


Tuts beauty, however, does not always confift.in fmiles, but 
varies as expreflions of meeknefs and kindnefs vary with their 
objects: it is extremely forcible in the filent complaint. of patient 
fufferance, the tender folicitude of friendfhip, and the glow of 
filial obedience; and in tears, whether of joy, of pity, or of grief, 


it is almoft irrefiftible. 


Tuts is. the charm which captivates without the aid of na- 
ture, and without which her utmoft bounty is ineffe@tual. But it 


cannot 
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cannot be afflumed as a mafk to -conceal infenfibility or malevo- 
lence; it muft be the genuine effect of correfponding {entiments, 
or it will imprefs wpon. the countenance .a ‘new and more dif- 
gufting deformity, AFFECTATION: .it will produce the erin, 
the fimper, the flare, the languifh, the pout, and innumerable 
other grimaces, that render folly ridiculous, and change pity to 
contempt. By fome, indeed, this fpecies of hypocrify thas ‘been 
practifed with fuch fkill as to deceive fuperficial obfervers, though 
it can deceive even thefe but fora moment. Looks which donot 
correfpond with the heart, cannot be affumed without labour, nor 
continued without pain; the motive to relinquifh them, muft, 
therefore, {oon preponderate, and the afpect and apparel of the 
vifit will be laid by together; the fmiles and the languifhments of 
art will vanith, and the fiercenefs of rage, or the gloom of dif- 


content, will either obfcure or deftroy all the-elegance of fym- 
metry and complexion. 


Tue artificial afpeét is, indeed, as wretched a fubftitute for 
the expreffion of fentiment,\as the fmear of paint for the bluthes 
of health: it is not only equally tranfient, and equally liable to 
detection; but as paint leaves the countenance yet more withered 
and ghaftly, the paffions burft out with more violence after re- 
{traint, the features become more diftorted, and excite more deter- 


mined averfion. 


Beauty, therefore, depends principally upon the mind, and 
confequently may be influenced by education. It has been re- 
marked, that the predominant paffion may generally be difcovered 
in the countenance ; becaufe the mufcles by which it is expreffed, 
being almoft perpetually contraGted, lofe their tone, and never to- 
tally relax; fo that the expreffion remains, when the paflion is 
fufpended: thus an angry, a difdainful, a fubtil, and a fufpicious 


temper, 


No.82) . Tih B) iA DeV E Net. U Re ER, 


“peg 


Se 
J 


temper, is difplayed in characters that are almott univerfally un- 
derftood. It is equally true of the pleafing and the fofter paffions, 
that they leave their fignatures upon the countenance when they 
ceafe to act.: the prevalence .of thefe paffions, therefore, produces 
a mechanical effect upon the.afpect, and gives a-turn and caf to 
the features, which make a more favourable and- forcible impref- 
fion upon the mind of others, than any charm produced -by mere 


external caufes. 


NEITHER does.the beauty which depends upon temper. and fen- 
timent equally endanger the pofleffor: “ It is,” to ufe an eaftern 
‘metaphor, “* like the towers of a city, not only an ornament but 


’ 


if it excites defire, it at once controuls and refines it - 


? 


a delence a. 
it repreffes with ‘awe, it foftens with delicacy, and it wins to imi- 
tation. . The love of reafon. and of virtue is mingled with the love 
‘of beauty.; becaufe this beauty is little more than the emanation 
of intellectual excellence, which is not an objet of corporeal ap- 
‘petite. -As it excites a purer pafiion, it alfo more forcibly engages 
to fidelity: every man finds himfelf more powerfully reftrained 
from giving pain to goodnefs, than to beauty ; and every look of 
a countenance in which they are blended, in which beauty is the 
expreflion of goodnefs, is a filent reproach of the firft irregular 
‘wifh.; and the purpofe immediately appears to be difingenuous and 
‘cruel, by which the tender hope of ineffable affection would be 
difappointed, the placid confidence of unfufpecting fimplicity abufed, 
and the peace even of virtue endangered by the moft fordid infide- 
ity, and the breach of the ftrongeft obligations. 


But the hope of the hypocrite muft perifh. When the facti- 
tious beauty has laid by her fmiles, when the luftre of her eyes 
and the bloom of her cheeks have loft their influence with their 


novelty; what remains but a tyrant divefted of power, who will 
never 
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never be {een without a mixture of indignation and difdain? ‘The 
only defire which this object could gratify, will be transferred to 
another, not only without relu@tance but with triumph. As res 
fentment will fucceed to difappointment, a defire to mortify will 
facceed to a defire to pleafe; and the hufband may be urged to 
(ollicit a miftrefs, merely by a remembrance of the beauty of his 


wife, which lafted only till fhe was ‘known. 


Lew it, therefore, be remembered, that none can be difciples 
of the Graces, but in the fchool of Virtue ; and that thofe 


who with to be LoveLY, muft learn early to be Goon. 


o Number p. 2. 1.30. dele indeed, 


Errata. In the preceding . 
p: 5: 1.28. for he had; read had beer. 
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TUESDAY, :Auguf 215.1753. 





Illic enim debet toto animo a poeté in diffolutionem nodi agi; eaque 
pracipua fabule pars eft que requirit plurimum diligentia. 
CICERO. 


2@EF the three only perfect Epoprrs, which in 
» the compafs of fo many ages human wit has 
, been able to produce, the conduct and confti- 


. tution of the Opysséry feem to be the moft 





artificial and judicious. 


ARISTOTLE obferves, that there are two kinds of fables, 


the fimple and the complex. A fable in tragic or epic poetry, 
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is denominated fimple, when the events it contains follow each 
other in a continued and unbroken tenour, without a Rer- 
COGNITION or difcovery, and without a PeRIPETIE or unex- 
pected change of fortune. A fable is called complex, when it con- 
tains both a difcovery and a peripetie. And this great critic, whofe 
knowledge of human nature was confummate, determines, that 
fables of the latter fpecies far excell thofe of the former, becaufe 
they more deeply intereft, and more irrefiftibly move the reader, 
by adding furprize and aftonifhment to every other paffion which 


they excite. 


Tue philofopher, agreeably to this obfervation, prefers the 
OEpipus of Sopuoctes, and the IpHrcEeNnrIA in~Tauris 
and AtcestTes of Euripipes, to the Ajax, PuirocTreTes, and 
Mepea of the fame writers, and to the PRomeTHEUs of EscHYLus; 
becaufe thefe laft are all uncomplicated fables, that is the evils 
and misfortunes that befall the perfonages reprefented in thefe 
dramas, are unchangeably continued from the beginning to the 
end of each piece. For the fame reafons the ATHALIAH of 
Racine, andthe Meropzs’ of Marrei and VoLralre, — beyond 
comparifon the moft affecting ftories that have been handled by 
any modern tragic writer. ‘The difcoveries, that Joas is the king 
of Ifrael, and that Ecistus is the fon of Mreropse who had jutt 
ordered him to be murdered, are fo unexpected but yet fo pro- 
bable, that they may juftly be efteemed very great efforts of judg- 
ment and genius, and contribute to place thefe two poems at the 


head of dramatic compofitions. 


THE 
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Tue fable of the Opyssry being complex, and containi ing a 


difcovery and a change in the fortune of its hero, is upon this 


1 t {5 od 1 7 atacrce ita ++} an : by c 
fingle confideration, exclufive of its other beauties, if we follow 
the principles of ARIsToTLE, much fuperior to the fables of the 


In1ap and the Ainerp, which are both fimple, and unadorned 


with a peripetie or recognition. 


{tript of all its ornaments, and of the very names of the charaéters 
is exhibited by ArIsToTLE in the following paflage, which is 


almoft literally tranflated. 


“A MAN is for feveral years abfent from his home; Neptune 
“¢ continually watches and diab him; his retinue being de- 
“< ftroyed, he remains alone: but while his eftate is wafting by 
“¢ the fuitors of his wife, and his fon’s life is plotted againft; he 
“ himfelf fuddenly arrives after many ftorms at fea, difcovers 
«< himfelf to fome of his friends, falls on the fuitors, eftablithes 
«« himfelf in fafety, and deftroys his enemies. This is what is 


« effential to the fable: the epifodes make up the reft.” 


From ‘thefe obfervations on the nature of the fable of the 
OpyssEy in general, we may proceed to confider it more minutely. 
The two chief parts of every epic fable are its INTRicuE or PLot, 
and its So.urion or UNRAVELLING. The Intrigue is formed by 
a complication of different interefts, which keep the mind of the 
reader in a pleafing fufpenfe, and fill him with anxious wifhes to 
fee the obftacles that oppofe the defigns of the hero happily re- 
moved. ‘The unravelling confifts in removing thefe apes, 
in fatisfying the curiofity of the reader by the completion of the 
intended action, and in leaving his mind in perfect repofe, without 


expectation 








































































































of THE ADVENTURER. No. 83. 
expectation of any farther event. Both of thefe fhould arife na- 
turally and eafily out of the very effence and fubject of the poem 


itfelf; fhould not be deduced from circumftances foreign and ex- 


trinfecal; fhould be at the fame time probable yet wonderful. 


Tue anger of Neptune, who refented the punifhment which 


Uxysses had inflicted on his fon Polyp 


ie 
fi 


neme, induces him to pre- 
vent the return of the hero to Ithaca, by driving him from country 
to country by violent tempefts; and from this indignation of 
Neptune is formed the intrigue of the Opysszy in the firft part 
of the poem: and what more natural and ufual obftacle do they 
encounter who take long voyages, than the violence of winds and 
ftorms? The plot of the fecond part of the poem is founded on 
circumftances equally probable and natural; on the unavoidable 
effects of the long abfence of a mafter whofe return was defpaired 
of, the infolence of his fervants, the dangers to which his wife 
and his fon were expofed, the ruin of his eftate, and the diforder 


of his kingdom. 


Tue addrefs and art of Homer in the gradual folution of this 
plot, by the moft probable and eafy expedients, are equally worthy 
our admiration and applaufe. ULysses is driven by a tempeft to 
the ifland of the Pheacians, where he is generoufly and hofpitably 
received. During a banquet which Alcinous the king has prepared 
for him, the poet moft artfully contrives that the bard Demodocus 
fhould fing the deftruction of Troy. At the recital of his paft 
labours, and at hearing the names of his old companions, from 
whom he was now feparated, our hero could no longer contain 


himfelf, 
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himfelf, but burfts into tears and weeps bitterly. The curiofity of 
Alcinous being excited by this unaccountable forrow, he intreats 
Uuysses to difcover who he is, and what he has fuffered: which 
requeft furnifhes a moft proper and probable occafion to the hero, 
to relate a long feries of adventures in the four following books; 
an ee eon much more natural than that which induces AEneas to 
communicate his hiftory to Dido. ‘The Phzacians, a people fond 
of ftrange and amufing tales, refolve to fit out a fhip for the 
diftreffled hero, as a reward for the entertainment he has given 
them. When he arrives in Ithaca, ‘his abfence, his age, 
travels, render him totally unknown to all but his faithful dog 
Argus. He therefore puts on a difguife, that he may be the better 


3 


enabled to furprize and to punifh the riotous fuitors, and to re- 
eftablifh the tranquillity of his kingdom. The reader thinks that 

Uxysses is frequently on the point of being difcovered, particu- 
larly when he engages in the fhooting-match with the fuitors, and 
when he enters into converfation. with Penelope in the nineteenth 
book, and perfonates a fictitious character; but he is ftill ju- 
dicioufly difappointed, and the fufpenfe is kept up as long as pof- 
fible. And at laft when his nurfe Eurycrea difcovers him by 

the fcar in his thigh, it is a circumftance fo fimple and fo natural, 
that notwithftanding ARIsTOTLE places thefe recognitions by 
S1ens and foxens, below thofe that are effected by Reasonine, 
as in the Oedipus and Iphigenia; yet ought it ever to be remem- 
bered, that Homer was the original, from whom this ftriking 


method of unravelling 


a fable, by a’difcovery and a peripetie, was 
manifeftly borrowed. ‘The doubts and fears of Penelope left 
ULyssEs was not in reality her hufband, and the tendernefs and 


endearments 
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éndearments that enfue upon her conviction that he is, render the 


furprize and fatisfaction of the reader compleat. 


Urvon the whole, the Opyssry is a poem that exhibits the 
fineft leffons of morality, the moft entertaining variety of {cenes 
and events, the moft lively and natural pi€tures of civil and do- 
mioeftic life, the trueft reprefentation of the manners and cuftoms 
of antiquity, and the jufteft pattern of a legitimate Epoper; and 
is, therefore, peculiarly ufeful to thofe, who are animated by the 


noble ambition of adorning humanity by living or by writing well. 
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SATURDAY, Auguf 25,1753. 





——_—_—_—— Tolle periclum, 
“fam vaga profilet frenis natura remotis. Hor, 


To the ADVENTURER. 





6 T has been obferved, Ithink, by Sir Witt1am 
> "TEMPLE, and after him by almoft every other 
writer, that England affords a greater variety of 
characters, than.the reft of the world. This is 
afcribed to the liberty prevailing amongft 
us, which gives every man the privilege of 
Heit bite or foolith his own way, and preferves him from the 
neceflity of hypocrify, or the fervility of imitation. 


TuHaT the pofition itfelf is true, Iam not completely fatisfed. 
To. be nearly acquainted with the people of di neat countries can 
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happen to very few; andin life, as in every thing elfe beheld at a 
diftance, there appears an even uniformity; the petty difcrimina- 
tions which diverfify the natural character, are not difcoverable but 
by a clofe infpection; we therefore find them mott at home, becaufe 
there we have moft opportunities of remarking them. Much lefs 
-am I convinced, that this peculiar diverfification, if it be real, is 
the confequence of peculiar liberty: for where is the government 
to be found, that fuperintends individuals with fo much vigilance, 
as not to leave their private conduct without reftraint? Can it enter 
into a reafonable mind to imagine, that men of every other nation 
are not equally mafters of their own time or houfes with ourfelves, 
and equally at liberty to be parfimonious or profufe, frolic or fullen, 
abftinent or luxurious? Liberty is certainly neceffary to the full 
play of predominant humours ; but fuch liberty is to be found alike 
under the government of the many or the few ; in monarchies or in 
commonwealths. 


Flow readily the predominant paffion fnatches an interval of 
liberty, and how fait it expands itfelf when the weight of reftraint 
is taken away, I had lately opportunity to difcover, as I took a 
fhort journey into the country in a {tage coach ; which, as every 
. journey isa kind of adventure, may be very properly related to 
you, though I can difplay no fuch extraordinary affembly as 
CrervanTes has collected at Don Quixorn’s inn. 


In a ftage coach the paffengers are for the moft part wholly 
unknown to one another, and without expeétation of ever meeting 
again when their journey is at an end ; one thould therefore imagine, 
that it was of little importance to any of them, what conjectures 
the reft fhould form concerning him. Yet fo it is, that as all think 
themfelves fecure from deteétion, all affume that charaéter of 
which they are moft defirous, and on no occafion is the general 
ambition of fuperiority more apparently indulged. 


On the day of our departure, in the twilight of the morning, I 
afcended the vehicle, with three men and two women my fellow 
travellers, It was eafy to obferve the affected elevation of mien 

with 
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with which every one entered, and the fupercilious civility with 
which they paid their compliments to each other. When the frit 
ceremony was difpatched, we fat filent for a long time, all em- 
ployed in collecting importance into our faces, and endeavouring to 
ftrike reverence and fubmiffion into our companions, 


Ir is always obfervable that filence propagates itfelf, and that 
the longer talk has been fufpended, the more difficult it is to find 
any thing to fay. We began now to with for converfation ; but 
no one feemed inclined to defcend from his dignity, or firft to propofe 
atopic of difcourfe. At lafta corpulent gentleman, who had equipped 
himfelf for this expedition with a f{carlet furtout, and a large hat 
with a broad lace, drew out his watch, looked on it in filence, 
and then held it dangling at his finger. This was, I {uppofe, under- 
ftood by all the company as an invitation to afk the time of the 
day; but no body appeared to heed his overture: and his defire to 
to be talking fo far overcame his refentment, that he let us know 
of his own accord that it was paft five, and that in two hours we 
fhould be at break fatt. 


Firs condefcenfion was thrown away, we continued all ob- 
durate: the ladies held up their heads: I amufed myfelf with 
watching their behaviour; and of the other two, one feemed to 
employ himfelf in counting the trees as we drove by them, the 
other drew his hat over his eyes, and counterfeited a flumber. The 
man of benevolence, to fhew that he was not deprefled by our ne- 
glect, hummed a tune and beat time upon his fnuff-box. 


Tuus univerfally difpleafed with one another, and not much 
delighted with ourfelves, we came at laft to the little inn appointed 
for our repaft, and all began at once to recompenfe themfelves 
for the conftraint of filence by innumerable queftions and orders 
to the people that attended us. At laft, what every one had 
called for was got, or declared impoffible to be got at that time, 
and we were perfuaded to fit round the fame table; when the 
gentleman in the red furtout looked again upon his watch, told 
us that we had half an hour to {pare, but he was forry to fee fo little 

merriment 
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merriment among us; that all fellow travellers were for the time 
upon the level, and that it was always his way to make himfelf 
one of the company. I remember, fays he, it was on juft fuch a 
Uae as this that I and my lord Mumble and the duke of 
Tenterden were out upon a ramble; we called at a little houfe as 
it ie be this; and my landlady, I vagrant you, not fufpecting 
to whom fhe was talking, was fo jocular and facetious, and ‘made 
{o many merry anfwers to our queftions, that we were.all ready 
to burft with laughter. At laft the good woman happened to over- 
hear me whifpering to the duke ‘ie calling him by his title, was 
fo furprifed and te nce that we could fcarcely get a word 
from her: and the duke never met me from that day to this, but 
he talks of the little houfe, and quarrels with me for terrifying 
the woman. 


He had fcarcely had time to congratulate h imfelf. on the vene- 


procured him from the 


ration which this narrative muft have | 
company, when one of the ladies having reached out 195 a plate 
on a diftant part of the table, began to seman the inconveniences 
of travelling, and the difficulty which they who never fat at home 
without a great number of attendants ae in performing for 
themfelves fuch offices as the road required; but that people of 
quality often travelled in difguife, and might be generally known 
from the vulgar by their condefcenfion to poor inn-keepers, and the 
allowance which they made for any defect in their entertainment : 
that for her part, while people were civil and meant well, it was 
never her cuftom to find fault; for one was not to expect upon a 


journey ail that one enjoyed at one’s own houfe 


A GENERAL emulation feemed now to be excited. One of the 
men, who had hitherto faid nothing, called for the laft news 
paper; and having perufed it a while with deep penfivenefs, It is 
impoffible, fays he, for any man to guefs how to ac& with regard 
to the ftocks; laft week it was the general opinion that» they 
would fall; and I fold out twenty thoufand pound in order to a 
purchafe: they have now rifen unexpectedly ; and I make no 
doubt but at my return to London I fhall rifk thirty thoufand 
pound amonegft them again. 


A 
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A youne man, who had hitherto diftinguithed himfelf o only 
by the vivacity of his look, anda frequent diverfion of his eyes 
from one object to another, upon this clofed his fnuff-box, and 
told us that he had a hundred times talked with the chancellor 
and the judges on the fubject of the ftocks; that for his part he 
did not pretend to be well acquainted with the principles on 
which they were eftablifhed, but had always heard them reckoned 
pernicious to trade, uncelin in their produce, and unfolid in 
their foundation ; and that he had been advifed by three judges, 
his moft intimate friends, never to venture his money in the funds, 
but to put it out upon land fecurity, till he could light upon an 
eftate in his own country. 


Ir might be expected that, upon thefe glimpfes of latent dig- 
nity, we fhould all have began to look round us with veneration, 
and have behaved like the princes of romance, when the enchant- 
ment that difguifes them is diflolved, and they difcover the dignity 
of each other: yet it happened, that none of thefe hints made 
much impreflion on the company; every one was apparently 


y 


o 


fufpected of endeavouring to impofe falfe appearances upon th 
reft; all continued ther haughtinefs, in hopes: to enforce tik 


claims; and all grew every hour more Gillon becaufe they found 
their reprefentations of themfelves without effect. 


Tuus we travelled on four days with malevolence perpetually 
increafing, and without any endeavour but to outvie each other in 
fupercilioufnefs and neglect ; and when any two of us could fe- 
parate ourfelves for a moment, we vented our indignation at the 


faucinefs of the reft. 


AT length the journey was at an end, and time and chance, that 
{trip off all difeuifes, have difcovered that the intimate of lords and 
dukes is a nobleman’s butler, who has furnifhed a fhop with the 
money he has faved; the man who deals fo largely in the funds, 
is the clerk of a broker in Change-alley ; the lady who fo care- 
fully concealed her quality, keeps a cook-fhop behind the Ex- 

change; and the young man who is fo happy in the friendfhip of 
the 
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the judges, engrofles and tranfcribes for bread in a garret-of the 
Temple. Of one of the women only I could make no difadvan- 
tageous detection, becaufe fhe had affumed no charaéter, but ac- 
commodated herfelf to the fcene before her, without any {trugele 
for diftinction or fuperiority. 


I covip not forbear to refle& on the folly of practifing a fraud, 
which as the event fhewed, had been already practifed too often to 
fucceed, and by the fuccefs of which no advantage could have been 
obtained ; of afluming a character, which was to end with the day; 
and of claiming upon falfe pretences honours which muft perith 
with the breath that paid them. 


Bur Mr. Apvenrurer, let not thofe who laugh at me and 
my companions, think this folly confined to a ftage coach. Every 
man in the journey of life takes the fame advantage of the ig- 
norance of his fellow travellers, difguifes himfelf in counterfeited 
merit, and hears thofe praifes with complacency which his con- 
{cience reproaches him for -accepting. Every man deceives him- 
{elf while he thinks he is deceiving others; and forgets that the 
time is at hand: when every illufion fhall ceafe ; when fictitious 
excellence fhall be torn away, and Art mutt befhown to At in 
their real ftate. 


Iam, SIR, 
Your humble Servant, 


VIATOR, 


LONDON: Printed for 
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Qui cupit optatam curfu contingere metam, 
Multa tulit fecitque puer. Hor. 


wy is obferved by Bacon, that “ reading makes 
‘a full man, <i i ion a read 
AG writing an exact man. 


As Bacon attained to degrees of knowledge 





{carcely ever reached by any other man, the 


colon: whieh he gives for ftudy, have certainly a juft’ claim to 
our regard; for who can teach an art with fo great authority, as 


he that has practifed it with undifputed fuccefs? 


Unper the protection of fo great a name, I fhall, therefore, 
venture to inculcate to my. Ingenious contemporaries, the neceflity 
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of reading, the fitnefs of confulting other underftandings than their 
own, and of confidering the fentiments and opinions of thofe who, 
however neglected in the prefent age, had in their own times, and 
f them a long time afterwards, fuch reputation for know- 
acutenefs, as will {carcely ever be attained by thofe that 
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has of late been, I know not how, propagated 
libraries are filled only with ufelefs lumber; that 
men of parts ftand in need of no affiftance ; and that to fpend life 
in poring upon books, is only to imbibe prejudices, to obftrua& 
and embarrafs the powers of nature, to cultivate memory at the 


5 


expence of judgement, and to bury reafon under a chaos of indi- 


5 


vetted learning. 
oe 


Sucu is.the talk of many who think themfelves wife, and of 
fome who are thought wife by others; of whom part probably 


believe their own tenets, and part may be juftly fufpected of 


wifhing to deftroy that reputation which they have no hopes to 
fhare. It will, I believe, be found invariably true, that learning 
was never decried by any learned man; and what credit can be 
given to thofe, who venture to condemn that which they do not 


: ? 
Know ! 


Ir reafon has the power afcribed to it by its advocates, if fo 
much is to be difeovered by attention and meditation, it is hard to 
believe, that fo many millions, equally participating of the bounties 
of nature with ourfelves, have been for ages upon ages meditating 
in vain: if the wits of the prefent time expect the regard of pofte- 
rity, which will then inherit the reafon which is now thought fu- 
perior to inftruction, furely they may allow themfelves to be in- 
ftructed by the reafon of former generations. When, therefore, an 
author declares, that he has been able to learn nothing from the 
writings of his predeceffors, and fuch a declaration has been lately 
made, nothing but a degree of arrogance unpardonable in the 
createft human underftanding, can hinder him from perceiving, 

that 
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s againft his-own performance; for 


.< 


that he is) raifing prejudice 
with what hopes of fuccefs,.can-he attempt that, in which greater 
abilities have hitherto mifcarried? or with what peculiar force 
does he fuppofe himfelf. ins igorated, that difficulties hitherto 
invincible fhould give way before him? 


Or thofe whom PRovipENcE has qualified to make any addi- 
tions to human knowledge, the number is extremely {mall; and 
what can be added by each fingle mind even of this rate clafs 
is very little: the greateft part of mankind muft owe all their 
knowledge, and all muft owe far the larger part of it, to the 
information of others. To underftand the works of celebrated 
authors, to comprehend their fyftems, and retain their reafonings, 
is a tafk more than equal to common intellects ; and he is by no 
means to be accounted ufelefs or idle, who has ftored his mind 
with acquired knowledge, and can detail it occafionally to others 
who have lefs leifure or weaker abilities. 


Persius has juftly obferved, that knowledge is en 1g to him 
who is not known by others to poffefs it: to the {cholar oid fl 
it is nothing with refpect to either honour or a sidtaahae, for the 
world cannot reward thofe qualities which are concealed from it; 
with refpect to others it is nothing, becaufe it affords no help to 
ignorance or error. 


Ir is with juftice, therefore, that in an accomplithed charater, 
HorAceE unites juft fentiments with the power of exprefling 
them; and he that has once, accumulated. learning, is next to 
confider, how he fhall moft widely diffufe and mott agreeably im- 
part it. 


A READY man is made by converfation. He that buries himfelf 
among his manufcripts. ‘befprent,” as Pope exprefies it, ‘ wit h 
«* learned duft,” and wears out his days.and nights in perpetual re- 
{earch and folitary meditation, is too apt to lofe in his elocution 
what he adds to his wifdom, and: when he comes, into. the world, 
to appear overloaded with his own notions, like aman, armed with 
weapons which he cannot wield. He has no facility of inculcating 


his 
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his despise of adapting himfelf to the various degrees of in- 

elle& which the accidents of converfation will prefent; but will 
aa to moft unintelligibly, and to all unpleafantly. 

{ was once prefent atthe lectures of a profound philo ofopher, 

. man really fkilled in the fcience which he profeffed, who having z 

ccafion to explain the terms ofacum and pellucidum, told us, Se. 


fore helitation, that opacum was as one might fay opeke, and that 





ucidum fignified pellucid. Such was the dexterity, with which 
this learned reader “facil eiied to his auditors the intricacies of 


feience ; and fo true is it, that a man may know what he cannot 


BoERHAAVE complains, that the writers who have treated of 

chemiftry before him, are ufelefs to the greater part of {tudents ; 
becaufe they prefuppofe their readers to have fuch degrees of {kill 
as are not often to be found. Into the fame error are all men apt 
to fall, who have familiarized any fubje& to themfelves in folitude : 
they difcourfe, as if they thought every other man had been em- 
ployed in the fame inquiries ; and expect that fhort hints and ob- 
{cure allufions will produce in others the fame train of ideas 
which they excite in themfelves, 


Nor is this the only inconvenience, which the man of ftudy 
fuffers from a reclufe life. When he meets with an opinion that 
pleafes ee he catches it up with eagernefs; looks only after fuch 

argaments as tend to his confirmation ; or {pares himfelf the 
anise bee lifcuffion, and adopts it with ve ry little proof ; indulges 
it long without fufpicion, and in time unites it to the general body of 
his knowledge, and treafures it up among inconteftible truths: but 
when he comes into the world among men who, arguing upon 
diffimilar principles, have been led to different Siti RARORS and 
being placed in various fituations view the fame obje@ on many 
fides; he finds his darling pofition attacked, and: himfelf in no 
condition to defend avi ing thought always in one train, he is 
in the ftate of a man oe havitie fenced always with the fame 
mafter, is perplexed and amazed by a new pofture of his anta- 


gonilt ; 
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gomft; he is entangled in unexpected difficulties, he is harrafled 
by fudden objections, he is unprovided with folutions or replies, 
his furprize impedes his natural powers of reafoning, his thoughts 
are fcattered and ‘confounded, and he ¢gratifies the pride of airy 
petulance with an eafy victory. 


Ir is difficult to imagine, with what obftinacy treths which one 
mind perceives almoft by intuition, will be rejected by another; 
and how many artifices muft be practifed, te procure admiffion 
for the moft. evident propofitions into underftandings frighted by 
their. novelty, or hardened againft them by accidental prejudice : 
it can fcarcely be conceived, how frequently in thefe extempora- 
neous controverfies, the dull will be fubtle, and the acute abfurd ; 
how often ftupidity will elude the forcé of argument, by involving 
itfelf in its own gloom; and miftaken ingenuity will weave artful 
fallacies, which reafon can fcarcely find means to difentangle. 


In thefe encounters the learning of the reclufe ufually fails 
him: nothing but long habit and frequent experiments, can confer 
the.power of changing a pofition into various forms, prefenting it 
in different points of view, connecting it with known and granted 
truths, fortifying it with intelligible arguments, and illuftrating it 
with apt fimilitudes; and he, ‘therefore, that has collected his 
knowledge in folitude, muft learn*its application by mixing with 
mankind. 


But while the various opportunities of converfation invite us 
to try every mode of argument, and every art of recommending 
our fentiments, we are frequently betrayed to the ufe of fuch as 
are not in themfelves ftrictly defenfible: a man heated in talk, and 
eager of victory, takes advantage of the miftakes or ignorance of 
his adverfary, lays hold of conceffions to which he knows he has 
no right, and urges proofs likely to prevail on his opponent, though 
he knows himfelf that they have no force: thus the feverity of 
reafon is relaxed; many topics are accumulated, but without juft 
arrangement or diftinGtion ; we learn to fatisfy ourfelves with fuch 


ratiocination as filences others ; and feldom recall to a clofe exami- 
nation, 
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nation, that difcourfe which has gratified our vanity with victory 
and applaufe. 


Some caution, therefore, muft be ufed, left copioufnefs and 
facility be made lefs valuable by inaccuracy and confufion; to fix 
the thoughts by writing, and fubjeé& them to frequent examinations 
and reviews, ‘is the beft method of enabling the mind to deteé its 
own fophifms, and keep it.on guard againft the fallacies which it 
practifes on others: in converfation we naturally diffufe our 
thoughts, and in writing we contract them; method is the ex- 
cellence of writing, and unconftraint the grace of converfation. 


To read, write, and converfe in due proportions, is, therefore, 
the bufinefs of a man of letters. For-all thefe there is not often 
equal opportunity ; excellence, therefore, is not often attainable: 
and moft men fail in one or other of the ends propofed, and are 
full without readinefs, or ready without exactnefs. Some de- 
ficiency muft be forgiven all, becaufe all are men; and- more 
muft be allowed to pafs uncenfured in the greater part of the 
world, becaufe none can confer upon himfelf abilities, and few 
have the choice of fituations proper for the improvement of thofe - 
which ‘nature has beftowed: it is, however, reafonable, to have 
PERFECTION in our eye; that we may always advance towards 
it, though we know it never can be reached, | | 


7: 
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SATURDAY, September 1, 1753. 
ee ee la it APSO ah indie at A OR ea 2 Per yay 


Concubitu probibere vago. ° Hor, 





To the ADVENTURER. 


SIR, 


O indulge that reftlefs impatience which every 
man feels to relate incidents by which the paf- 
fions have been greatly affected, and commu- 
nicate ideas that have been forcibly impreffed, 
I have given you fome account of my life, 

ak yz which without farther apology or introduction 

may, perh ps, be favourably received in an ADVENTURER. 










Wy 








My mother died when I was very young; and my father, who 
was a naval commander, and had therefore no opportunity to 
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fer, Ce, 

fuperintead my conduct, placed me at a grammar {chool, and af- 
terwards removed me to the univerfity. At {chool the number of 
boys was fo great, that to regulate our morals was impoflible; and 
at the univerfity even my learning contributed to the diflolute- 
nefs of my manners. As I was an only child, my father had ‘al- 
ways allowed me more money than I knew how to lay out other- 
wife than in the gratification of my vices: I had fometimes, in- 
deed, been reftrained by a general fenfe of right and wrong; but 
I now oppofed the remonftrances of confcience by the cavils of 
fophifiry ; and having learned of fome celebrated philofophers, as 
well ancient as modern, to prove that nothing is good but pleafure, 
I became a rake upon ‘principle. 


My father died in the fame year with queen Anne a few months 
before I became of age, and left me a very confiderable fortune in 
the funds. I immediately quitted the univerfity and came to 
London, which I confideréd’as the great mart of pleafure; and as 
I could afford to deal largely, I wifely determined not to endanger 
my capital. I projected a fcheme of life that was moft agreeable 
to my temper, which was rather fedate than volatile, and regu- 
lated my expences with the oeconomy of a philofopher.  T found 
that my favourite appetites might be gratified with greater conve- 
nience and lefs fcandal, in proportion as my life was more private : 
inftead, therefore, of incumbring myfelf with a family, I took 
the firft floor of a houfe which was let into lodgings, hired oné 
fervant, and kept a ‘brace of geldings at a livery ftable. ‘I con- 
{tantly frequented the theatres, and found my principles con- 
firmed by almoft every piece that was reprefented, particularly my 
refolution never to marry. In comedy, indeed, the aCtion termi- 
nated in marriage ; but it was generally the marriage of a rake, 
who gave up his liberty with relu€tance, as the only expedient to 
recover a fortune; and the hufband and wife of the drama were 
wretches whofe example juftified this relu@tance, and appeared to 
be exhibited for no other purpofe than to warn mankind, that 
whatever may be prefumed by thofe whom indigence has made 
defperate, to marry is to forfeit the quiet, independance, and fe- 
licity of life. 


In 
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In this. courfe, I had. continued twenty years, without having 
impaired my conftitution, leffened my fortune, or? incumbered 
myfelf with an illegitimate offspring ; when a girl about eighteen, 
juft arrived from the country, was hired as a chambermaid by the 
perfoa who kept the houfe in which I lodged: the native beauty 
of health and fimplicity in this young creature, had fuch an effect 
upon my imagination, that I practifed every art to debauch her, 
and at length fucceeded. 


I FOUND it convenient for her. to continue in the houfe, and, 
therefore, made no propofal of removing her into lodgings; but 
after a few months fhe found herfelf with child, a difcovery which 
- interrupted the indolence of my fenfuality, and made me repent 
my indifcretion: however, as I would not incur my own cenfure 
by ingratitude or inhumanity, I provided her a lodging and at- 
tendants, and fhe was at length delivered of a daughter. The 
child I regarded as a new incumbrance ; for though I did not con- 
fider myfelf as under parental or conjugal obligations, yet I could 
not think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon either the mother 
or the infant. ‘To the mother, indeed, I had ftill fome degree of 
inclination ; though I fhould have been heartily content never to 
have feen her again, if I could at once have been freed from any 
farther trouble about her; but as fomething was to be done, I was 
willing to keep her within my reach, at leaft till the could be fub- 
fervient to my pleafure no longer: the child, however, I would 
have fent away ; but the intreated me to let her fuckle it, with an 
importunity which I could not refift. After much thinking, I 
placed her in a little fhop in the fuburbs, which I furnifhed at the 
expence of about twenty pounds with chandlery ware, commo- 
dities of which fhe had fome knowledge, as her father was a petty 
fhopkeeper in the country : fhe reported, that her hufband had 
been killed in an engagement at fea, and that his pay, which fhe 
had been empowered to receive by his will, had purchafed her 
ftock. I now thought I had difcharged every obligation, as I had 
enabled her to fubfift, at leaft as well as fhe could have done by 
her labour in the ftation in which I found her; and as often as I 
had an inclination to. fee her, I fent for her to a bagnio. 


Bur 










































































pl 
4 
4 


Hak. A DV. ON OH RARER’ No. 86. 


But thefe interviews did not produce the pleafure which I ex- 
pected: her affection for me was too tender and delicate; fhe 
often wept in fpight of all her efforts againit it; and ald not 
forbear telling’ me ftories of her little girl with the fond prolixity 
ofa mother, when I withed’ to regard her only asa miftrefg. 
Uhefe incidents at once touched me with compunction, and 
juenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify ; my vifits, 
became ua frequent: but fhe never fent after me’when 
I was hig nor nesta me otherwife than by tears of ten- 


AFTER the firt year I I wholly neglected her; and having heard 
of 
Or 


nothing of her during the winter, I went to {pend the fummer in 
the country. When IJ returned, L was prompted rather by curiofity 
than defire to make fome inquiry after her ; and foon learnt that the 
had died fome months before of the finial. pox, that the goods had 
been feized for rent, and the child taken by the parifh. At this ac- 
count, fo fudden and unexpected, I was fenfibly touched’; and at 
firit conceived, a defign to refcueé the hild from the haledd of a 
parifh nurfe, anil make fome little provifion for it when it fhould 
be grown up: but this was delayed from dl to day,- fuch was the 
{upinenefs of my difpofition, till the event was remembered with 
lefs and lefs fenfibility; and at length I congratulated myfelf upon 
my deliverance from an engagement, which I had always confi- 


dered. as refembling in fome degree the thackles of matrimony. 
I refolved to incur the fame embarraffment no more, and contented 


myfelf with ftrolling from one proftitute to another, of whom J 
had feen many generations perifh ; and the new faces which I once 
fought among the mafks in the pit, I found with lefs trouble at 
Cuper’s, Vauxhall, Ranelagh, ie innumerable Adib places of 
public entertainment, which have appeared during the laft twenty 
years of my life. 


A Frew weeks ago I celebrated my fixtieth birth -day with fome 
friends at a tavern; and as I was returning to my lodgings, I faw 
a hackney coach ftop at the door of a houfe which I knew 
to be of ill repute, though it was ‘private and of the firt clafs. 

Juft 
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Joft as I came up, a girl ftepped out of it who appeared, by the 
imperfect glimpfe I caught of her as the paffed, to be very young 
and extremely beautiful.. As I was warm with wine, I followed 
her in without hefitation, and was delighted to find her equally 
charming upon a nearer view: I detained the coach, and propofed 
that we fhould go to Haddock’s: fhe hefitated with fome ap- 
pearance of unwillingnefs and confufion, but at length confented: 
fhe foon became more free, and I was not lefs pleafed with her 
converfation than her perfon; I obferved that fhe had a foftnefs 
and modefty in her manner, which is quickly worn off by habitual 


proftitution. 


We had drank a bottle of French wine, and were preparing ta 
go to bed, when to my unfpeakable confufion and aftonifhment, I 
difcovered a mark by which I knew her to be my child: for I re- 
membered, that the poor girl, whom I fo cruelly feduced and ne- 
elected, had once told me with tears in her eyes, that fhe had im.- 
printed the two letters of my name under her little Nancy’s left 
breaft, which, perhaps, would be the only memorial fhe would 
ever have of a father. Iwas inftantly truck with a fenfe ‘of guilt 
with which I had not been familiar, and, therefore, felt all its 
force. The poor wretch, whom I was about to hire for the gra- 
tification of a brutal appetite, perceived my diforder with furprize 
and concern; fhe enquired with an officious folicitude, what fudden 
ilnefs had feized me; fhe took my hand, preffed it, and looked 
eagerly in my face, ftill inquifitive what could be done to relieve 
me. I remained fome time torpid; but was foon rouzed by the 
reflection, that I was receiving the carefles of my child, whom I 
had abandoned to the loweft infamy, to be the flave of drunken- 
nefs and luft, and whom I had led to the brink of inceft. I fud- 
denly ftarted up; firft held her at a diftance; then catching her 
in my arms, {trove to fpeak, but burft into tears. I faw that fhe 
was confounded and terrified; and as foon as I could recover my 
{peech, I put an end to her doubts by revealing the fecret. 


Ir is impoffible to exprefs the effect it had upon her: fhe 
ftood motionlefs a few minutes; then clafped her hands together, 
and looked up in an agony which not to have {een is not to con- 

ceive ; 
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ceive; the tears at length flarted from her eyes; fhe recollected 
-herfelf, called me father, threw herfelf upon her knees, embracing 
mine, and plunging a new dagger in my heart by afking my 


blefling. 


We fat up together the remainder of the night, which I fpent in 
liftening toa ftory that 1 may, perhaps, hereafter communicate; and 
the next day I took lodgings for her about fix miles from town. I 
vifit her every day with emotions to which my heart has till now 
been a f{tranger, and which are every day more frequent and more 
ftrong. I propofe to retire with her into fome remote part of the 
country, and to atone for the paft by the future: but alas! of the 
future a few years only can remain ; and of the paft not a moment 
can return. What atonement can I make to thofe, upon whofe 
daughters I have contributed to perpetuate that calamity, from 
which by miracle I have refeued my own! How can I bear the 

reflection, that though for my own child I had hitherto exprefled 
lefs kindnefs than brutes for their young; yet, perhaps, every 
other whom I either hired or feduced to proftitution, had been 
gazed at in the ardor of parental affection, till tears have ftarted to 
the eye; had been catched to the bofom with tranfport, in the 
prattling fimplicity of infancy ; had been watched in ficknefs with 
anxiety that fufpended fleep; had been fed by the toil of induf- 
trious poverty, and reared to maturity with hope and fear. What 
a moniter is he, by whom thefe fears are verified, and this hope 
deceived! And yet, fo dreadful is the force of habitual guilt, I 
fometimes regret the reftraint which is come upon me; I with to. 
fink again into the flumber from which I have been rouzed; and 
tg. repeat the crimes which I abhor. My heart is this moment 
burfting for utterance; but I want words, Farewell, 


AGAMUS 
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TUESDAY, September 4, 1753. 





Lracundior-éft paulo, minus-aptus acutis 
Naribus borum hominum ; rideri poffit, eo quod 
Rufticius tonfo toga defluit, © male laxus 

In pede calceus heret : — at ingenium ingens 


Jneulto latet boc fub corpore —— Hor. 


aS oR HERE are many accomplifhments which, 
f though they are comparatively trivial, and may 
be acquired by fmall abilities, are yet of great 


importance in our common intercourfe with 





men. Of this kind is that general courtefy, 
which is-called Goop BrreepING; a name, by which, as an ar- 


tificial excellence, it is at once characterifed and recommended. 
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Goop Breeding, as it is generally employed in the gratification 
of vanity, a paffion almoft univerfally predominant, is more 
highly prized by the majority than any other; and he who wants 
it, though he may be preferved from contempt, by inconteftible 
fuperiority either of virtue or of parts, will yet be regarded with 
malevolence, and avoided as an enemy with whom it is dangerous 


to combat. 


In fome inftances, indeed, the enmity ef others cannot be 
avoided without the participation of guilt; but then it is the en- 
“mity of thofe, with whom neither virtue nor wifdom can defire 
to affociate: and good breeding may generally be praétifed upon 
‘more eafy and more honourable terms, than acquiefcence in the 
detraction of malice or the adulation of fervility, the obfcenity of 
a letcher or the blafphemy of an infidel... Difagreeable truths 
may be fupprefled; and when they can be fupprefied without 
guilt, they cannot innocently be uttered; the boaft of vanity may 
be fuffered without fevere reprehenfion, and the prattle of ab- 


furdity may be heard without expreffions of contempt. 


Ir happens indeed, fomewhat unfortunately, that the practice of 
good breeding, however neceflary, is obftruéted by the poffeffion 
of more valuable talents; and that great integrity, delicacy, fen- 
fibility, and fpirit, exalted genius, and extenfive learning, have a 


natural tendency to render men ill-bred, 


PETRARCH 
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PeTRARcu relates, that his admirable ‘friend and cotemporary, 
Dante ALIGHERI, one of the moft exalted and original geniufes 
that ever appeared, being banifhed his country, and having re- 
‘tired :to the court of a prince which was then the fanctuary of 
‘the unfortunate, was held at firft in great efteem; but became 
daily lefs acceptable to his patron, by the feverity of his manners 
and the freedom of his {peech. There were atthe fame court, 
‘many players and. buffoons, gamefters and debauchees, one of 
‘whom, diftinguifhed for his impudence, ribaldry, and obfcenity, 
‘was greatly carefled by the reft; which the prince fufpecting 
‘DANTE -not to be pleafed with, ordered the man to be brought 
before :him, and having highly extolled him, turned to Dante 
and faid, “I wonder that this perfon, who is by fome deemed a 
‘ fool, and by others a mad-man, ‘fhould yet be fo generally 
‘ pleafing, and fo generally beloved; when you, who are cele- 
“« brated for wifdom, are yet heard without pleafure and com- 
“¢ mended without friendfhip.” “ You would ceafe to wonder,” 
replied Dantr, “if you confidered, that a conformity of cha- 
€¢ racters is the fource of friendfhip.” This farcafm, which had 
all the force of truth, and all the keennefs of wit, was intolerable, 


and DANTE was immediately difgraced and banifhed. 


Bur by this anfwer, though the indignation which produced 
it was founded in virtue, DANTE probably gratitied his own va- 
nity, as much as he mortified that of others: it was the petulant 


reproach 
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reproach of refentment and pride, which is always retorted with 
rage; and not the ftill voice of Reason, which is heard with 
complacency and reverence: if DANTE intended reformation, his 
anfwer was not wile; if he did not intend reformation, his 


anfwer was not good. 


Great delicacy, fenfibility, and penetration, do not lefs ob- 
ftruct the practice. of good breeding than integrity. Perfons thus 
qualified, not only difcover propertionably more faults and failings 
in the characters which they examine, but are more. difgufted 
with the faults and failings which they difcover: the common 
topics of converfation are too trivial to engage their attention ; the 
various turns .of fortune that have lately happened at a game at 
Whitt, the hiftory of a ball at Tunbridge or Bath, a defcription 
of lady Fanny’s jewels, and lady Kitty’s vapours, the journals.of a 
horfe race, or a cock match, and difquifitions on the game aé, are 
{ubjects upon which men of delicate tafte do not always chufe.to 
declaim, and on which they cannot patiently hear the declamation 
of athers. -But they fhould remember, that their impatience is the: 
impotence of reafon and the prevalence of vanity; that if they fit 
filent and referved, wrapped up in the contemplation of their own 
dignity, they will in their turn be defpifed and -hated by thofe: 
whom they hate and defpife ; and with better reafon, for perverted 
power ‘ought to be more-odious than debility. ‘To hear with pa- 
tience, and to anfwer with civility, feems to comprehend all the 
good breeding of converfation ; and in proportion as this is eafy, 


filence artd inattention are without excufe. 


He 
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He who does not practife good breeding, will not find himfelf 
confidered as the object of good breeding by others. There is, 
however, a fpecies of rufticity, which it is not lefs abfurd than in- 
jurious to treat with contempt: this f{pecies of ill breeding is be- 
come almoft proverbially the characteriftic of a fcholar; nor fhould 
it be expected, that he who is deeply attentive to an abftrufe {ci- 
ence, or who employs any of the three great faculties of the foul, 
the memory, the imagination, or the judgment, in the clofe per- 
fuit of their feveral objects, fhould have ftudied punCtilios of form 
and ceremony, and be equally able to fhine at a route and in the 
{chools. That the bow of a chronologer, and the compliment of 
an aftronomer, fhould be improper or uncouth, cannot be thought 
ftrange to thofe, who duly confider the narrownefs of our facul- 


ties, and the impoffibility of attaining univerfal excellence. 


EquaLty excufeable, for the fame reafons, are that abfence of 
mind, and that forgetfulnefs of place and perfon, to which fcholars 
are fo frequently fubje@. When Lewis XIV. was one day lament- 
ing the death of an old comedian whom he highly extolled, 
** Yes,” replied Borteau, in the prefence of madam MaInTeE- 
non, “ he performed tolerably well in the defpicable pieces of 


«© Scarroy, which are now defervedly forgotten even in the 


‘© provinces.” 


As every condition of life, and every turn of mind, has fome 
peculiar temptation and propenfity to evil, let not the man of up- 


rightnefs 
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rightnefs and honefty be morofe and furly in his practice of virtue; — 
let not him, whofe delicacy and penetration difcerns with difguit 
thofe imperfections in others from which he himfelf is not free, 


indulge perpetual peevifhnefs and difcontent ; nor let learning and 








be pleaded as att excufe for not coftdefcending to the 











common offices and duties of civil life: for asno man fhould be 


BRED, at the expence of his VIRTUE; no man fhould 


as to deter others from IMITATION. 
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— Semperque relingut 
Sola fibi, femper longam incomitata videtur 
Tre viati———* 
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EWTON, whofe power of inveftigating 
nature few-will deny to have been fuperior 
to their own, confeffes, that he cannot account 
for gravitation, the firft principle of his fyftem, 
as a property communicable to matter ; or con- 
ceive its effects to be otherwife produced, than 

~~ by the immediate and perpetual influence of 

the ALMIGHTY: and, perhaps, thofe who moft attentively 
confider the phenomena of the moral and natural world, will be 
moft inclined to admit the agency of invifible beings. 





In dreams, the mind appears to be wholly paffive; for dreams 
are fo far from being the effect of a voluntary effort, that we 
neither know of what we fhall dream, nor whether we fhall dream 
at all. ) 
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Te human mind does not, indeed, appear to have any power 
equal to fuch an effet; for the ideas conceived in dreams without 
the intervention of fenfible objets, are much more perfec and 
ftrong than can’be formed at other times by the utmoft effort of 
the moft lively imagination: and it can fcarce be fuppofed, that 
the mind is more vigorous when we fleep, than when we are 
awake; efpecially if it be true, as I have before remarked, that in 
fleep the power of memory is wholly fufpended, and the under- 
{tanding isemployed only about fuch objects as prefent themfelves, 
without comparing the paft with the prefent; except we judge of 
the foul by a maxim which fome deep philofophers have held 
concerning horfes; that when the tail is cut off the reft of the 
members become more ftrong. 


In lunacy, as in dreams, ideas are conceived which material 
objects do not excite ; and which the force of imagination, exerted 
by a voluntary effort, cannot form. But the mind of the lunatic, 
befides being impreffed with the images. of things that donot fall 
under the cognizance of his fenfes, is prevented from receiving 
correfponding images from’ thofe that do: when the vifionary 
monarch looks round upon his cloaths which he has decorated 
with the fpoils of his bed, his mind does not conceive the ideas of 
rags and f{traw, but of velvet, embroidery and gold; and when he 
gazes at the bounds of his cell, the image impreffed upon his mind 
is not that of a naked wall, which enclofes an area of ten feet 
{quare; but of wainfcot, and painting, and tapeftry, the bounds 
of a {pacious apartment, adorned with magnificent. furniture and 


crowded with fplendid dependants. 


Or the lunatic it is alfo wniverfally true, that his underftanding 
is perverted to evils, which a mere perverfion of the under- 
ftanding does not neceflarily imply. He either fits torpid in defpair, 
or is bufied in the contrivance or the execution of mifchief. But if 
lunacy is ultimately produced by mere material caufes, it is difficult 
to fhew, why mifery or malevolence fhould always be complicated 
with abfurdity; why madnefs fhould not fometimes produce in- 
ftances of frantic and extravagant kindnefs, of a benevolent pur- 


pofe 
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pofe formed upon erroneous principles and perfued by ridiculous 
means, and of an honeft and harmlefs chearfullnefs arifing from 
the fancied felicity of others. 


A Lunatic is, indeed, fometimes merry; but the merry 
lunatic is never kind: his {port is always mifchief ; and mifchief 
is rather aggravated than atoned by wantonnefs: his difpofition is 
always evil, in proportion to the height of his phrenzy: and upon. 
this occafion it may be remarked, that if every approach to mad- 
nefs is a deviation to ill, every deviation to ill may be confidered 
as an approach to madne(s. 


Among other unaccountable phenomena in lunacy, is the in- 
vincible abfurdity of opinion with refpect to fome fingle object, 
while the mind operates with its full vigour upon every other: it 
fometimes happens, that when this object is prefented to the mind, 
reafon is thrown quite out of her feat, and the perverfion of the 
underftanding for'a time becomes general ; but fometimes it ftill 
continues to be perverted but in part, and: the abfurdity itfelf is 
defended with all the force of regular argumentation. 


A MosT extraordinary inftance of this kind may now be com- 
municated to the public, without injury to a good man, or a good 
caufe which he fuccefsfully maintained. 


Mr. Simon Browne, a diffenting teacher of exemplary life and 
eminent intellectual abilities, after having been fome time feized 
with melancholy, defifted from the duties of his funtion, and 
could not be perfuaded to join in any act of worfhip either public or 
private. His friends often urged him to account for this change in 
his conduét, at which they exprefied the utmoft grief and aftonith- 
ment; and after much importunity he told them, “ that he had 
<¢ fallen under the fenfible difpleafure of GOD, who had.caufed 
« his rational foul gradually to perifh, and left him only an 
<< animal life in common with brutes; that it was, therefore, pro- 
‘* phane for him to pray, and incongruous to be prefent at the 


<< prayer of others.” 
In 
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In this opinion, however abfurd, he was inflexible, at a time 
when all the powers of his mind fubfifted in their full vigour, 
when his conceptions were clear and his reafoning ftrong. 


BEING once importuned to fay grace at the table of a friend, 
he excufed himfelf many times; but the requeft being ftill re- 
peated, and the company kept ftanding, he difcovered evident 
tokens of diftrefs, and after fome irrefolute geftures and hefitation, 

exprefied with great fervor this ejaculation: “ Moft merciful and 
“ almighty GOD, let thy fpirit, which moved upon the face of 
“‘ the waters when there was no light, defcend upon me; that 
“ from this darknefs there may rife up a man to praife thee !” 


But the moft aftonifhing proof both of his intelle@ual ex- 
cellence and defeét, is, ** A defence of the RELIGIon of N ATURE 
“‘ and the CurisT1An REVELATION, in anfwer to Tindal’s 
** Chriftianity as old the Creation,” and his dedication of it to the 
late queen. The book is univerfally allowed to be the beft which 
that controverfy produced, and the dedication is as follows: 


MADAM, 


F all the extraordinary things that have been tendered to 
your royal hands fince your firft happy arrival in Britain, 


it may be boldly faid, what now befpeaks your majefty’s accep- 
“< tance is the chief. 


“ Nor in itfelf indeed: it is a trifle unwor thy your exalted 
rank, and what will hardly prove an entertaining amufement 


to one of your majefty’s deep penetration, exaé judgment, and 
“* fine tafte. 


** But on account of the author, who is the fart being of the 
kind, and yet without a name. 


a 
A 


““ HIE was once a man; and of fome little name; but of no 
worth, as his prefent unparalleled cafe makes but too manifett : 
for by the immediate hand of an avenging GOD, his very 
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thinking fubftance has for more than feven years been continually 
wafting away, till it is wholly perithed out of him, if it be 
not utterly come to nothing. None, no not the leaft remem. 
brance of its very ruins remains, not the fhadow of an idea is 
left, nor any fenfe that, fo much as one fingle one, perfext or 
imperfect, whole or diminifhed, ever did appear to a mind 
within him or was perceived by it. 


« Sucu a prefent from fuch a thing, however worthlefs in it- 
felf, may not be wholly unacceptable to your majefty; the 
author being fuch as hiftory cannot parallel: and if the fact, 
which is real and no fiction, nor wrong conceit, obtains credit, 
it muft be recorded as the moft memorable and indeed aftonifhing 
event in the reign of Gzorce the fecond, that a tra& compofed 
by fuch a thing was prefented to the illuftrious CaroninE; his 
royal confort needs not be added; fame, if I am not mifin- 
formed, will tell that with pleafure to all fucceeding times. 


«¢ He has been informed, that your majefty’s piety is as genuine 
and eminent, as your excellent qualities are great and con- 
fpicuous, ‘This can, indeed, be truly known to the great fearcher 
of hearts only ; He.alone, who can look into them, can difcern 
if they are fincere, and the main intention correfponds with the 
appearance ; and your majefty cannot take it amifs, if fuch an 
author hints, that H1s fecret approbation is of infinitely greater 
value than the commendation of men, who may be eafily mif- 
taken and are too apt to flatter their {uperiors. 


‘¢ Bur if he has been told the truth, fuch a cafe as his will 
certainly ftrike your majefty with aftonifhment, and may raife 
that commiferation in your royal breaft which he has in vain 
endeavoured to excite in thofe of his friends ; who by the moft 
unreafonable and ill founded conceit in the world, have ima- 
gined, that a thinking being could for feven years together live 
a ftranger to its own powers, exercifes, operations and {itate, and 
to what the great GOD has been doing in it and to it. 
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«Tr your majefty, in yourm mot retired addrefs to the Kine of 


« Kynos, fhould think of fo fingular a cafe, you may, perhaps, 
ke it your devout requeft, that the reign of your beloved 


make 


fovereign and confort may be renowned to all pofterity by the 


Ce eh 0 


« fecovery of a foul now in the utmoft ruin; the reftoration of 


1 TAR 
one utterly 1Oic at prefen it amoneft men. 


« Anp fhould this cafe affect yp ir be breaft, you will recom- 
‘ mend it to the piety and prayei of all the tr aly devout, who 
sc have the henour to be known to your majeft ty: many {uch 
« doubtlefs there are; though courts are not ufually the places 
« where the devout refort, or where devotion reigns. And it /is 
« not improbable, t that multitudes of the pious throughout the 
« Jand may take a cafe to heart, that under your majefty’s pa- 


“ ¢ronage Comes thus recommended. 


‘ Coup fuch a favour as this reftoration be obtained from 

« Heaven by the prayers of your majefty, with what a tranf- 

« port of oratitude would the ag BT being throw. himfelf at 
Cc. 


« your majefty’s feet, and dadoring the Divine PowEr and GRACE 


“MADAM, 
« Your majefty’s mof obliged 


56. clevid-edca rela 23 
and dutiful iervant. 





no where feeble or iriesher but in 
where obiect of his phrenzy was cee ely before 
him, his friends found means to fupprefs; wifely confidering, that 


4 


a book to which it fhould be pi -efixed, would certainly be con-= 


demned examination ; for few would have required 





ftronger evidence of its inutility, than that the author by his dedi- 
cation appeared to be mad. The copy, however, was preferved, 
and has been tranfcribed into the blank leaves before one of 
the books which is now in the library of a friend to this under- 
taking, who is not lefs diftinguifhed by his merit than his rank, 
and who recommended it as a literary curiolity, which was in 
danger of being loft for want of a repofitory in which it might 
be preferved. 


LONDON: Printed for J. PAY N E, -at Pope’s Head in Pater-nofter-row § 





ww \t 
SA OA HY: 





RK RT | U Dp : Pb Dp 
: 27 Oy | pf me oN. FU ES 





NUMBER LXXXIX. 





To be continued on TurespaAys and SATURDAYS. 








TUESDAY, September 11, 1753. 





7 


a 
4 


* 
419470 7? 
GH it 


Precipua tamen ejus in commovendd miferatione virtus, ut quite 
bac eum parte omnibus ejufdem operts autoribus preferant. 
QUINTILIAN, 


To the ADVENTURER. 





S-d WR, 
FE CIERKVSS T is ufual for f{cholars to lament with indif- 


criminating regret, the devaftations committed 
on ancient libraries, by accidents and time, by 
fuperftition, ignorance, and gothicifm: but the 
lofs is very far from being in all cafes equally 


may be much more eafily {upplied than that of others. By the 
interruption that fometimes happens in the fucceffion of philofo- 
phical opinions, the mind is emancipated from traditionary fy{tems, 

VOL, IL. U recovers 
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recovers its native elafticity which had been benumbed by cuftom, 
begins to examine with freedom and frefh vigour, and to follow 
truth inftead of authority. The lofs of writings, therefore, in 
which reafoning is concerned, is not, perhaps, fo great an evil to 


f thofe which defcribe characters and facts. 


To be deprived of the laft books of Livy, of the fatires of 
ArcuiLocuus, and the comedies of MENANDER, is a greater 
misfortune to the republic of literature, than if the logic and the 
phyfics of ARISTOTLE had never defcended to pofterity. 


I'wo of your predeceffors, Mr. ADVENTURER, of great judg- 
ment and genius, very juftly thought that they fhould adorn their 
lucubrations by- publifhing, one of them a fragment of SaPpuHo, 
and the nae an old Grecian hymn to the Goddefs Heart: 
and, indeed, I conceive it to be a very important ufe of your 
paper, to bring into common light thofe beautiful remains of ancient 
att, which by their prefent fituation are deprived of that univerfal 
admiration they fo juftly deferve, and are only the fecret enjoyment 
of a few curious readers. In imitation, therefore,’ of the examples 


I have juft mentioned, I fhall fend you for the inftruction and en- 
1 biitnent of your readers, a fragment of SIMONIDES and of 


Simonipes was celebrated by the ancients for the fweetnefs cor- 


rectnefs and purity of his ftyle, and his irrefiftible {kill in moving 
the paffions. - It is a fufficient panegyric that PLaTo often men- 
tions him with approbation. - Dionysius places him: among thofe 
polifhed writers, who excel ‘ in a {mooth volubility, and flow on, 
«« like plenteous and perennial rivers, in a courfe of even and un- 
66 ted 


Ir is to this excellent critic that we are indebted for the prefer- 
vation of the following paflage, the tendernefs and elegance of 
which fcarcely need be pointed out to thofe who have tafte and 
fenfibility. Dawnaé, being by her mercilefs father inclofed an a 


cheft 
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cheft. and thrown into the fea with her child, the poet proceeds 
thus to relate her diftrefs 


? 
“Ore Aceva.ns dv Owsdurtee a ves@e 
~ ‘\ 
Beéun mvéwy, xwnbeion Of Alves 
; 
f i _ tA 
Aciwars teesmev’ 8 Orava 


Tlagesaic, aUQt rf Tlepoet Barre 
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WueEn the raging wind began to roar, and the waves to. beat fo 


violently on. the cheft as to threaten to overfet it, fhe threw her 
arm fondly around Prrsgus, and faid, the tears trickling down 
her cheeks, ‘“* O my fon, what forrows do I undergo! But thou 
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art wrapt in a deep flumber; thou fleepeft foundly like a fucking 
child, in this joylefs habitation, in this dark and dreadful night, 
lighted only by the glimmerings» of the moon! Covered 
with thy purple mantle, thou regardeft not the waves that dafh 
around thee, nor the whiftling of the winds. O thou beauteous 
babe ! If thou wert fenfible of this calamity, thou wouldit bend 
thy tender ears to my complaints. Sleep on, I befeech thee, O 
my child! Sleep, with him, O ye billows! and fleep likewife 
my diftrefs |” 


Tuose who would forma full idea of the delicacy of the Greek, 


fhould attentively confider the following happy imitation of it, which, 
I have reafon to believe, is not fo extenfively known or fo warmly 


admired 
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t ought to be; and which, indeed, far éxcells the 


y ] 
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Tue poet, having pathetically painted a great princefs taking 
ae 


leave of an affectionate hufband on. his death bed, and endea- 


x afterwards to comfort her inconfolable family, adds the 


a ©. hy ~ - 
His conatibus occu (pata, ocellos 


Guttis lucidulis adbuc madentes 
Convertit, puerum fopore vintlum 


Qua nutrix placido fini fovebat : 
“© Dormis,” inquit, “ O mifelle, nec te 
‘¢ Vultus exanimes, filenttumque 
“© Per longa atria commovent, nec ullo 
“© Fratrum tangeris, aut meo dolore. 
Neo oe itis patre defistutus zllo, 
“ Oui gefians genibufve brachiove, 
© Aut formans lepidam tuam loquelam, 
6 up 11 nebtich f 
Tecum nulle moais inepticoat. 
“ Tu dormis, volitantque qui folebant 
 Rifus, in rofers tuts labellis——— 


€ 


nr 


Dormi, parvule! nec malt dolores 
ay Qui matrem cruciant tue gu tetis 
“© Rumpant fomnia—— Quando, quando, tales 
“© Redibunt oculis mets fopores !” 
The contraft betwixt the infenfibility of the infant and the agony 


of the mother, her obferving that the child is unmoved with 
what 
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what was moft likely to affect him, the forrows of his little 
‘brothers, the many mournful countenances, and the difmal 
filence that reigned throughout the court; the circum#ances. of 
the father playing with the child on his knees or in his arms 


» 


i] 


and teaching him to fpeak; are fuch delicate. mafter-froke 
of nature and parental tendernefs, as thew the author is in- 
timately acquainted with the human heart, and with thofelittle 
touches of paffion that are beft calculated to move it. The 
affectionate wifh of ‘‘ dormi, parvule!” is plainly imitated from 
the fragment of StMONIDESs but the fudden exclamation that 
follows — ‘‘ when, O when,» fhall-I fleep like’ this infant,” 
is entirely the property of the author, and worthy of, though’ not 
excelled by any of the ancients. It is making the moft artful and 
the moft ftriking ufe of the flumber of the child, to apcravate 
and heighten by comparifon. the reftleffnefs of the mother’s for- 
row: it is the fineft and ftrongeft way of faying, “« my grief 
«© will never ceafé,” that has ever been ufed. I think it not ex- 
ageeration to affirm, that in this little poem are united the pa- 
thetic of Euriprpes and the elegance of Garyarus—-It 
affords a judicious example of the manner in which the ancients 
ought to be imitated; not by ufing their exprefiions and epithets, 
which is the common method, but by catching a portion of 
their fpirit, and adapting their images and ways of thinking 
to new fubjects. The generality of thofe who have propofed 
CatTutuus for their pattern, even the beft of the modern Latin 
poets of Italy, feem to think they have accomplifhed their de- 
fign, by introducing many florid diminutives, fuch as “ tenellula, 
<< and columbula:” but there is a purity and feverity of ftile, a 
temperate and auftere MANNER in CaTuLtus, which nearly 
refembles that of his cotemporary Lucretius, and is happily 
copied by the author of the poem which has produced thefe re- 
flections. Whenever, therefore, we fit down to compofe, we 
fhould afk ourfelves in the words of LonctNus a little altered ; 
<< How would Homer or Prato, DEMosTHENEs or Tuucy- 
« pipes, have expreffed themfelves on this occafion ; allowing for 


«‘ the alteration of our cuftoms, and the different idioms Ae our 
a re{pective 
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« refpective languages >” This would be following the ancients, 
without tamely treading in their footfteps ; this would be making 
the fame glorious ufe of them that Racine has done of Ev- 
ripipes in his PH#pra and IPHIGENIA, and that Mitton 
has done of the theogony of Himsiop in his battle of the angels. 


Ir you fhould happen ‘not to lay afide this paper, among the 
refufe of your correfpondence, as the offspring of pedantry and a 
blind fondnefs for antiquity ; or rather, if your readers can endure 
the fight of fo much Greek, though ever fo Attic; I may, 
perhaps, trouble you again with a few reflections on the character 
of MENANDER. 


Th Iam, 
Mr. ADVENTURER, 
Yours, 


PALE OPHILUS. 
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Concretam exemit labem, purumque reliquit 
“Eitherium fenfum, atque aurai_fimplicis ignen. VIRGIL. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


ay A GBS OT HING fooner quells the ridiculous 
BNE triumph of human vanity, than reading thofe 





paflages of the greateft writers, in which they 
feem deprived of that noble fpirit that infpires 
them in other parts; and where, inftead of 
invention and grandeur, we meet with nothing 


but flatnefs and infipidity. 


Tue pain I have felt on obferving a lofty genius thus fink beneath 
itfelf, has often made me with, that thefe unworthy ftains could be 
blotted from their works, and leave them perfect and immaculate. 


Woe LU. Xx 


nad 
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I went to bed a few nights ago, full of thefe thoughts, and 
clofed the evening, as I frequently do, with reading a few lines in 
Virert. I accidentally opened that part of the fixth book, where 
ANCHISES: recounts to his fon the various methods of purgation 
which the foul undergoes in the next world, to cleanfe it fromm the 
filth it has contracted by its conneétion with the body, and to 


4 


deliver the pure etherial effence from the vicious tin@ture of mor- 


at 


tality. ‘This was fo much like my evening’s {peculation, that it 
infenfibly mixed and incorporated with it, and as foon as I fell 


afleep, formed itfelf into’ the following dream. 


Prounp myfelf in an inftant in the midft of a temple which 
was built with all that magnificent fimplicity that diftinguifhes the 
productions of the,ancients. At the eaft end was raifed an altar, on 
each fide of which ftood a prieft, who feemed preparing to facri- 
fice, On the altar was kindled a fire, from which arofe the brighteft 
flame I had ever beheld. The light which it difpenfed, though 
remarkably {trong and_clear, was not quivering and dazzling, but 
{fteady and uniform, and diffufed a purple. radiance through the 
whole edifice, not unlike the firt appearance of the morning. 


Wuite I ftood fixed in admiration, my attention was awakened 
by the blaft of a trumpet, which fhook the whole temple; but it 
carried a certain {weetnefs in it’s found, which mellowed and tem- 
pered the natural fhrillnefs of that inftrument. After it had 
founded thrice, the being who blew it, habited according to 
the defcription of Fame by the ancients, iffued a proclamation 
to the following purpofe. “ By command of Apoxto and the 
‘“ Muszs, all who have ever made any pretenfions to fame by 
“ their’ writings, are injoined to facrifice upon the altar in this 
“* temple, thofe parts of their works, which have hitherto been 
“© preferved to their infamy, that their names many defcend fpot- 
“Jefs and unfullied to pofterity. For this purpofe ArisToTiE 
“« and Loneinus are appointed chief priefts, who are to fee that 
** no improper oblations are made, and no proper ones concealed; 
“ and for the more eafy performance of this office, they are allowed 
“to chufe as their affiftants whomfoever they fhall think worthy 
© “Of the aunction;” 


As 
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As foon,as this proclamation was made; I turndd my eyes with 
inexpreffible delight towards the two priefts; but was foon robbed 
of the pleafure of looking at them by a-croud of people running 
up to offer their fervice. Thefe I found to be a groupe of French 
critics ; but their-offers were rejected by both priefts with the ut- 
moft indignation, and: their whole works were thrown on the 
altar, and reduced to afhes in.an inftant. ‘The two priefts then 
looked round, .and chofe, with a few others, Horace and 
QuinTILIAN-from:among the Romans, and Apprson from the 
Englith, as. their principal affiftants. 


Tux firft who came forward with his offering, by the loftinefs 
of his demeanor was foon difcovered to be Homer. He approached 
the altar with great majefty, and delivered to Loncinus thofe 
parts of his QpyssEy, which have been-cenfured as improbable 
fictions, and the ridiculous narratives of old age. LONGINUS was 
Preparing for the facrifice, but obferving that Arisrorie did 
not ieem willing to ‘affift him in the office, he returned them to 
the venerable old bard with great deference, faying, that ,“ they 
““ were indeed the tales of old age, but it was the old age: of 
** Homer.” 


VIRGIL appeared next, and approached the altar with a modef 
dignity in his-gait and countenance peculiar to himfelf; and to the 
furprife of all committed his whole ASnerp-to the flames. But 
it was immediately ref{cued by two Romans, whom I found to be 
Tucea and Varius, who ran with precipitation to the altar, 
delivered the poem from deftruG@tion, and carried off the author 
between them, .repeating that glorious boaft of about forty lines at 
the begining of the third :Georgic. 


——— Tentanda via of; qua me-quoque poffin 
Tollere humo, vidtorgque virtim volitare per ora. 


Primus ego in patriam mecum, &c. 


AFrTrerR him moft of the: Greek and Roman authors proceeded 
to the altar, and furrendered with great modefty and humility the 
{rh 
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moft faulty part of their works. One circumftance was obfervable, 
that the facrifice always increafed in proportion as the author had 
ventured to deviate from a judicious imitation of Homer. The 
latter Roman authors, who feemed almoft to have loft fight of him, 
made fo large offerings, that fome of their works, ‘which were be- 
fore very voluminous, fhrunk into the compafs of a primer. 


Ir gave me the higheft fatisfaction to fee Purtosopuy thus 
cleared from erroneous principles, History purged of falfehood, 


—p 


J 


-rry of fuftian, and nothing left in each but Genius, SENsE, 


and TRUTH. 


J] markep with particular attention the feveral offerings of 
the moft eminent Englifh Writers. Cnaucer gave up his ob- 
{cenity, and then delivered his works to DrypeEN, to clear them 
from the rubbifh that encumbered them. Drypen executed his 
iafk with great addrefs, *‘ and,” as ADDISON fays of VirGir in 
his Georgics, ‘ toffed about his dung with.an air of gracefulnefs:” 
he not only repaired the injuries of time, but threw in a thoufand 
new graces. He then advanced towards the altar himfelf, and’ de- 
livered up a large pacquet, which contained many plays, and fome 
poems. ‘The pacquet had a label affixed to it, which bore this in- 
fcription, ‘* To Poverty.” 


SHAKESPEARE carried to the altar a long ftring of puns, marked 

« The Tafte of the Age,” a {mall parcel of bombaft, and a pretty 
large bundle of incorreétnefs. Notwithftanding the ingenuous air 
with which he made this offering, {ome officiates at the altar ac- 
cufed him of concealing certain pieces, and mentioned The London 
Prodigal, Sir Thomas Cromwell, The Yorkfhire Tragedy, &c. 
The poet replied, “ that as thofe pieces were unworthy to be pre- 
“ ferved, he fhould fee them confumed to afhes with great plea- 
“© fare; but that he was wholly innocent of their original.” The 
two chief priefts interpofed in this difpute, and difmiffed the poet 
with many compliments ; Loneinus obferving, that the pieces in 
queftion could not poflibly be his, for that the failings of SHAKE- 
sprare were like thofe of Homer, ‘ whofe genius, whenever it 
« fubfided, might be compared to the ebbing of the ocean, which 
< left 
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« Jeft a mark upon its fhores, to fhew to what a height it was 
«© fometimes carried.” ARISTOTLE concurred in this opinion, 
and added, “ that although SHAKESPEARE was quite ignorant of 
« that exa@t ceconomy of the ftage, which is fo remarkable in the 
« Greek writers, yet the meer ftrength of his genius had in many 
« points carried him infinitely beyond them.” | 


Mitton gave up a few errors in his Parapise Lost, and the 
facrifice was attended with great decency by Appison. Otway 
and Rowe threw their comedies upon the altar, and Beaumont 
and FLETCHER the two laft acts of many of their pieces. They 
were followed by Tom Durrey, Eruerecr, Wycuerzey, 
and feveral other dramatic writers, who made fuch large contribu- 
tions, that they fet the altar in a blaze. 


Amone thefe I was furprized to fee an author with much po- 
litenef$ in his behaviour, and fpirit in his countenance, tottering 
under an unwieldy burden. As he approached I difcovered him 
to be Sir JouN VANBRUGH, and could not but {mile, when, on 
his committing his heavy load to the flames, it proved to be 
«© His (kill in Architecture.” 


Pops advanced towards Appison, and delivered with great 
humility thofe lines written exprefsly againft him, fo remarkable 
for their excellence and their cruelty, repeating this couplet, 


«© Cutt be the verfe, how well foe’er it flow, 
“© That tends to make one worthy man my foe.” 


Tue ingenuons critic infifted on his taking them again: ‘‘ for,” 
{aid he, “ my affociates at the altar, particularly Horacs, would 
“© never permit a line of fo excellent a fatyrift to be confumed. 
“© ‘The many compliments paid me in other parts of your works 
“amply compenfate for this flight indignity. And be affured, 
<< that no little pique or mifunderftanding fhall ever make me a 
“© foe to genius.” POPE bowed in fome confufion, and promifed 
to fubftitute a fictitious name at leaft, which was all that was left 
in his power. He then retired, after having made a facrifice of a 
little pacquet of Antithefes, and fome parts of his Tranflation of 


Homer, 
DuRING 
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Durine the courfe of thefe oblations, I was charmed with the 
candour, Reo? and b  egee with which all the priefts dif 
charged their different functions. ‘I They behaved with fuch dignity, 
that it reminded me of thofe ages, when the offices of king and 
prieft centered in the fame perfon.. Whenever any of the affiftants 
were at 2 lofs in any particular circumftances, they applied to 
ARISTOTLE, who fettled the whole bufinefs in an inftant. 


Bur the refletions which this pleafing {cene produced, were 
foon interrupted by a tumultuous noife at the gate of the temple; 
when fuddenly a rude illiterate multitude ruthed in, led by 'Tinpatr, 
Morcan, Cuuss, and Botincsroke. Theichiefs, whofe coun- 
tenances were imprefled with rage which, art could not conceal, 
forced their way to the altar, and amidft.the joyful acclamations 
of their followers threw a large volume into the fire. But the 
triumph was fhort, and joy and acclamation gave way to filence 
and aftonifhment: the volume Jay unhurt in the midft of the 
fire, and, as the flames played innocently about it, I could dif- 
cover written in letters of gold, thefe words, THE BIBLE. 
At that inftant my ears were ravifhed with the found of more 
than mortal mufic accompanying a hymn fung by invifible beings, 
of which I well remember the following verfes : 


“ THe words of the LORD are pure words: even as the 
* filver, which in the earth is tried, and purified feven times in 
“ the fire.? 

« More to be defired are they than gold; yea, than much 
«¢ fine gold: {weeter alfo than honey, and the honey-comb.” 


THE united melody of inftruments and voices, which formed 
a concert fo exquifite, that, as Minton fays, “ it might create a 
‘© foul under the ribs of death,” threw me into, fuch ecftafies, that 
T was awakened by.their violence. 
Tam, SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


CRIT O. 
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difapproves in confequence of this determination, whether it be in 
favour of truth or falfehood: nor can the errors of confcience be 
always imputed to a criminal neglect of inquiry: thofe, by 
whom a fyftem of moral truths was difcovered through the gloom 
of paganifm, have been confidered as prodigies, and regarded by 
fucceflive ages with aftonif{hment and admiration ; and that which 
‘mmortalifed one among many millions, can {carce be thought 
poffible to all. Men do not ufually (hut their eyes againft their 
‘mmediate intereft, however they may be thought to wink againft 
their duty; and fo little does either appear to be difcoverable by 
the light of nature, that where the Divine PRescripTion has 
either been with-held or corrupted, fuperftition has rendered piety 
cruel, and error has armed virtue againft herfelf ; mifery has been 
cultivated by thofe who have not incurred guilt ; and though all 
men had been innocent, they might ftill have been wretched. 


In the reign of Yamopin the Magnificent, the kingdom of 
Golconda was depopulated by a peftilence ; and after every other 
attempt to propitiate the gods had failed, it was believed, according 
to the fuperftition of the country, that they required the facrifice 
of a virgin of royal blood. 


Ir happened that at this time there was no virgin of the royal 


blood, but Tamrra the daughter of YAMODIN, whom he had 
betrothed to one of the princes f his court, intending that he 


t 
fhould fucceed to the throne ; for Y AMODIN had. no fon, and he 


hould defcend to a woman. 
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Yamopin confidered himfelf not lefs the father of his people, 
than of TamiRA ; and, therefore, with whatever reluctance, de- 
termined. to redeem the life of the public, with that of the in- 
dividual. He proftrated himfelf in the temple, and invoked his 
principal ‘dol as the fountain of life: ‘* From thee,” faid he, 
« | have derived my being, and the life which I have propa- 
is thine ; when I am about to reftore it, let me. re- 
“© member with gratitude, that I pofieffed it by thy bounty, and 
‘« Jet thy mercy accept it as a ranfom for my people.” 


/ 


ORDERS 
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ORDERS were ‘given for the facrifice on the next day, and 
TAMIRA was permitted to difpofe of the interval as fhe pleafed. 
She received the intimation of her father’s pleafure, without much 
furprize ; becaufe, as fhe knew the cuftom of her country, fhe 
{carce hoped that the demand of her life would have been delayed 
fo long: fhe fortified herfelf again{t the terrors of death, by an- 
ticipating the honours that would be paid to her memory; and 
had juft triumphed over the defire of life, when, upon perceiving 
her lover enter the apartment, fhe loft her fortitude in a moment 
and bur{t into tears. 


WueEn they were alone, after his eyes had like hers over- 
fowed with filent forrow, he took her hand, and with a look of 
inexpreffible anxiety and tendernefs told her, that one expedient 
was yet left, by which her life might be preferved; that he had 
bribed a prieft to his intereft, by whom the ceremonies of mar- 
riage might be immediately performed; that on the morrow, as 
fhe would be no longer a virgin, the propitiation of the gods 
could not be effeéted by her death; and that her father, though 
for political purpofes he might appear to be difpleafed, would 
yet fecretly rejoice at an event, which, without his concurrence, 
had delivered him from the dreadful obligation of facrificing an 
only child, through whom he hoped to tranfmit dominion to his 


pofterity. 


To this propofal Tamrira, whofe attachment to life was now 
ftrengthened by love, and in whofe bofom the regret of precluded 
pleafure had fucceeded to the hope of glory, at length con- 
fented ; but fhe confented with all the timidity, reluctance, and 
confufion, which are produced by a confcioufnefs of guilt; and 
the prince himfelf introduced the man, who was to accomplifh 
the purpofe both of his ambition and his love, with apparent 
tremor and hefitation. 


On 
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On the morrow, when the prieft ftood ready at thevaltar to 
‘receive the victim, and the king commanded his daughter 'to be 
brought forth, the prince produced, her as his wife. YAMODIN 
ftood fome moments in fufpence ; and then difmiffing the affembly, 
retired to his pallace. After having remained about two hours in 
private, he fent for the prince. “ The Gods,” faid he “though 


“‘ they continue the peftilence, have yet in mercy refcued my 


c 


“ people from the oppreffion of a tyrant, who appears to confider 


* the life of millions .as nothing in competition with the indy]- 


CC o 


gence of his luft, his avarice, or his ambition,” Yamooptn then 
commanded him to be put to death, and the fentence was exe- 
cuted the fame hour. 


Tamira now repented in unutterable diftrefS of acrime, by 
which the pleafures not only of poffeffion but hope were precluded : 
her attachment to life was broken, by the very means which fhe 
chad taken to preferve it: and-as an atonement for the forfeit of her 
virginity, the determined to fubmit to that law of marriage, from 
which as a princefs only the was exempted, and to throw herfelf¢ 
on the pile by which the body of her hufband was to be con- 
fumed. To this her father confented - their afhes were {cattered 
to the winds, and their names were forbidden to be repeated. 


Ir by thefe events it is evident, that Yamopin difcerned no 
Jaw which would have juftified the prefervation of his daughter; 
and if it is abfurd to fuppofe his integrity to be vicious, becaufe 
he had lefs power and Opportunity to obtain knowledge than 
Pato; it will follow, that, by whatever rule the oblation of 
human facrifice may be condemned, the condud of Yamopin, 
which would have produced {uch facrifice was morally right, and 
that of the prince which prevented it was morally wrong; that 
the confent of Tamrra to the marriage was vicious, and that her 
fuicide was heroic virtue, though in her marriage fhe concurred 
with a general law of Nature, and by her death oppofed it: for 
moral right and wrong are terms that are wholly relative to the 

agent 
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agent by whom the action is performed, and not to the action itfelf 
confidered abftractedly, for abftractedly it can be right or wrong 
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only in a natural fenfe. It appears, therefore, that 
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is neceflary to the eftablifhment even of natural religion, an 





it is more rational to fuppofe it has been vouchfafed in part than not 


at ail. 





Ir may, perhaps, be afked, of what ufe then is confcience as 
fince in thefe inftances it appears not to coincide 


with the eae Law, but to ee it, to condemn that which 
ne? 


Widde 


is enjoined and approve that which is forbidde but to this 


queftion at anfwer is eafy. 














Tue end which con{fcience approves i is always good, though 
fhe fometimes miftakes the means: the end which YaMoDIN 
propofed, was deliverance from a peftilence; but he did not nor 
could know, that this end was not to be obtained by human facri- 
fice: and the end which confcience condemns, is always ill; for 
the end propofed by the prince, was private gain by public lofs. 
By confcience, then, all men are reftrained from intentional ill, 
and direéted in their choice of the end though not of the means: 
it infallibly directs us to avoid guilt, but is not intended to fecure 
us from error; it is not, therefore, either ufelefs as a law to our- 
felves, nor yet fufficient to regulate our conduct with refpect to 
others; it may fting with remorfe, but it cannot chear us with 
hope. It is by REVELATION alone, that virtue and happinefs are 
connected ; by REVELATION, “‘ we are led into all truth.” Con- 

{cience is directed to effect its purpofe, and repentance is encou- 
raged by the hope of pardon. If this fun is rifen upon our r hemif- 
phere, let us not confider it only as the object of fpeculation and 
inquiry; let us rejoice in its influence, and walk by its light; re- 
garding rather with contempt than indignation, thofe who are 
i {ollicitous to difcover, why its radience is not farther diffufed ; 

and wilfully fhut their eyes againft it, becaufe they fee atte 


ftumble to whom it has been denied. 
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Ir is not neceffary to inquire, what would be determined at 


the Great TRIBUNAL, concerning a heathen who had in every 
inftance obeyed the dictates of conf{cience, however:erroneous; be- 


4 


caufe it will readily be gi ranted, that no fuch: moral perfectic 1 was 


ever found an Mons & men. : but it is eafy to al certal n the fat COL i 
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nae without number, revile the hand that would blot.them 
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from the RecisTeR of HEAVEN. 
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SATURDAY, September 22, 1753. 





Cum tabulis animum cenforis fumat bonefti. Hor. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


€ N the papers of criticifm which you have given 
> to the public, I have remarked a f{pirit of can- 
dour and love of truth, equally remote from 
bigotry and captioufnefs; a juft diftribution of 
praife amongft the antients and the moderns; 
a fober deference to reputation long eftablithed, 





~without’ a blind’ adoration of antiquity; and a willingnefs to 
favour later performances, without a light or puetile fondnefs for 


novelty. 
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I suaut, therefore, venture to lay before you, fuch obfervations 
as have rifen to my mind in the confideration of Vircit’s paftorals, 
without any enquiry how far my fentiments deviate from efta- 
blifhed rules or common opinions. 


Ir we furvey the ten paftorals in a general view, it will be found 
that Virert can derive from them very little claim to the praife of 
an inventor. To fearch into the antiquity of this kind of poetry, 
is not my prefent purpofe: that it has long fubfifted in the eaft, 
the facred writings fufficiently inform us; and we may conjec- 
ture, with great probability, that it was fometimes the devotion, 
and fometimes the entertainment, of the firft generations of man- 
kind. TuHrocritTus united elegance with fimplicity; and taught 
his fhepherds to fing with fo much eafe and harmony, that his 
countrymen, defpairing to excel, forbore to imitate him; and the 
Greeks, however vain or ambitious, left him in quiet poffeffion of 
the garlands which the wood-nymphs had beftowed upon him. 


Vircit, however, taking advantage of another language, ven- 
> > oO oO oO 2 


At 


RAR 


tured to copy or to rival the Srcin1an Baro: he has written 
with greater fplendour of diction, and elevation of fentiment : 
but as the magnificence of his performances was greater, the fim- 
plicity was lefs; and, perhaps, where he excels THEOCRITUS, 
he fometimes obtains his fuperiority by deviating from the 
paftoral character, and performing what THEOoCRITUS never 
attempted. 


Yer, though I would willingly pay to THzocritTus the 
honour which is always due to an original author, Iam far from 
intending to depretiate VirnciL; of whom Horace juftly declares, 
that the rural mufes have appropriated to him their elegance and 
{weetnefs, and who, as he copied T'HEocritus in his defign, has 
refembled him likewife in his fuccefs; for, if we except CALPHUR- 
wius, an obfcure author of the lower ages, I know not that a 
fingle paftoral was written after him by any poet, till the revival 
of literature. 


Bur 
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But though his general merit has been univerfally acknow- 
ledged, I am far from thinking all the produ@tions of his rural 
THALIA equally excellent: there is, indeed, in all his paftorals 
a ftrain of verfification which it is vain to feek in any other poet; 
but if we except the firft and the tenth, they feem liable either 
wholly or in part to confiderable objeCtions. 


Tue fecond, though we fhould forget the great charge -againft 
it, which I am afraid can never be refuted, might, I think, have 
perifhed, without any diminution of the praife of its author; for 
I know not that it contains one affeCting fentiment, or pleafing de- 
{cription, or one paffage that {trikes the imagination or awakens the 


paffions. 


Tue third contains a conteft between two fhepherds, begun 
with a quarrel of which fome particulars might well be {pared, 
carried on with -{prightlinefs and elegance, and terminated at laft 
in a reconciliation: but, furely, whether the invectives with which 
they attack each other be true or falfe, they are too much degraded 
from the dignity of paftoral innocence; and inftead of rejoicing 
that they are both victorious, I fhould not have grieved could they 
have been both defeated. 


Tue poem to Pollio is, indeed, of another kind: it is filled. 
with images at once fplendid and pleafing, and is elevated with 
grandeur of language worthy of the firft of Roman poets; but I 
am not able to reconcile myfelf to the difproportion, between the 
performance and the occafion that produced it: that the golden 
age fhould return becaufe Pollio had a fon, appears fo wild a 
fiction, that I am ready to fufpeé& the poet of having written for 
fome other purpofe, what he took this opportunity of producing 
to the public. 


\ 


"Tue fifth contains a celebration of Daphnis, which has ftoad to 
all fucceeding ages as the model of paftoral elegies. To deny praife 
-to a performance which fo many thoufands have laboured to 
imitate, would be to judge with too little deference for the opinion 
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ef mankind: yet whoever fhall read it with impar tiality, will find 
that moft of the images are of the my thological kind, and therefore 
eafily invented; and that there are few fentiments of rational 
praife, or natural lamentation. 


In the Silenus he again rifes to the dignity of philofophic fen- 
timent and heroic poetry. ‘The addrefs to Varus is eminently 
beautiful: but fince the compliment paid to Gallus fixes the tran{- 
action to his own time, the fiGion of Silenus feems injudicious ; 
nor has any fufficient reafon yet been found, to juftify his choice 
of thofe fables that make the fubjeét of the fong. 


THE feventh exhibits another conteft of the tuneful fhepherds : 
and, furely, it is not wie fome reproach to his inventive power, 
that of ten paftorals Vircit has written two upon the fame plan, 
One of the fhepherds now gains an acknowledged victory, but with- 
out any apparent fuperiority; and the oe when he fees the 
prize adjudged, is not able to difcover how it was deferved. 


OF the cighth paftoral, fo little is properly the work of Vireir, 


i 
that he has no claim to other praife or blame than that of a tran{- 


lator. 


,, QE the ninth, it is fearce poffible to difcover the defign or tendency: 
is faid, I know not upon what authority, to have been compo 
p “Ol pole 
om fragments of other poems; and exert a few lines in which 
h 


author touches upon is Own. misfortun es, there 1s nothing 


irc 
the 
that feems appropriated to any time or place, or of which any other 


¢ 


‘ 


ufe can be difcovered than to fill up the poem. 

Tue firft and the tenth paftorals, whatever be determined of 
the reft, are fufficient to place their author above the reach of 
Iry. ‘The complaint of Gallus difappointed in his love, is full 

f fuch fentiments as Sage Pag love naturally produces; his 
G00: are wild, his refentment is tender, and his purpofes are in- 
conftant: in the genuine Jan guage of defpair, he fooths himfelf a 
while with the pity that tall be sae him pie his death ; 


— Ta 100% 
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Tamen cantabitis, Arcades, inguit, 
Montibus bec vefiris: foli cantare periti 

Arcades. O mibt tum quam molliter offa quiefcant, 
Vefira meos olim fi fiftula dicat amores J 





Difcontented with his prefent condition, and defirous to be any 
thing but what heis, he wifhes himfelf one of the fhepherds: he 
then catches the idea of rural tranquillity ; but foon difcovers how 
much happier he fhould be in thefe happy regions, with Lycoris 


at his fide: 


Hic gelidi fontes, hic mola prata, Lycord: 

Hic nemus, hic ipfo tecum confumerer evo. 

Nunc infanus amor duri me Martis in armis 

Tela inter media atque adverfos detinet hoftes. 

Tu procul a patria (nec fit nibi credere). tantum 
Alpinas, ab dura, mves, & frigore Rhent 

Me fine fola vides, Ab te ne frigora ledant ! 

Ab tibi ne teneras glacies fecet afpera plantas! 


He then turns his thoughts on every fide, in queft of fomething 
that may folace or amufe him: he propofes happinefs to himflf, 
firft in one fcheme and then in another; and at laft finds that no~ 
thing will fatisfy : 


“fam neque Hamadryades rurfum, nec carmina nobis 
Ipfa placent : ipfe rurfum concedite fylva. 

Non illum nofiri poffunt mutare labores ; 

Nec fi frigoribus medis Hebrumque bibamus, 
Sithoniafque nives hyenis fubeamus aquofe : 

Nec fi, cum moriens alta liber aret in ulmo, 
LEthiopum verfemus oves fub fidere Cancri. 

Omnia vincit amor; © nos cedamus amort. 


But notwithftanding the excellence of the tenth paftoral, I can- 
not forbear to give the preference to the firft, which is equally na- 
tural and more diverfified: the.complaint of the fhepherd, who 
{aw his old companion at eafe in the fhade, while himfelf was 
driving his little flock he knew not whither, 1s fuch as, with vari- 
ation of circumftances, mifery always utters at the fight of pro- 


{perity : 
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Nos patria fines, &§ dulcia linquimus arva ; 
Nos patriam fugimus: tu, Tityre, lentus in umbra, 





Formofam refonare doces Amaryllida fylvas. 


His account of the difficulties of his journey gives a very tender 


image of pattoral diftrefs : 





———Fn ipfe capellas 


Protenus ager ago: banc etiam vix, Tityre, duco: 





Hic inter denfas corylos modo namque gemellos, 
Spem gregis, ab! filice.in nuda connixa religuit. 


The defcription of Vircit’s happinefs in his little farm, combines 
almoft all the images of rural pleafure: and he, therefore, that 


1 if 


can read it without pleafure, has no fenfe of paftoral poetry: 


Fortunate fenex, ergo tua rura mane bunt ; 
Et tibi magna atis: quamvis lapis omnia nudus, 
Limofoque palus obducat pafcua junco : 

emiojoque pe ‘ifel 


is . oaeeoy a7. ee 
Non infueta graves entabunt pad 


sles 
ula foetas, 
Fin dsals anrinn pecommoontusia leaden 

Nec mala vicint pecoris COonLagTA éacit. 

™ ‘ t, SP = 3 PS 7 + ae 5 ee 
Fortunate. fenex, bic inter flunina nota, 

ry Laat p A “nyc aa cry le SALUT 

Lit jontes fact os, frigus captabis opacunt. 
Hinc tibi, que femper vicino ae limite fepes 
TZ Ahlote ahibus Horem acpafia faléis 
Aybiats Gplous IEE CH1 Gey Life fal Ulby 

, pape A 4 By nada f 1s9VvN 

Saepe levi fomnum fuadebit inire fufurro. 


rT: #3 Se AS |r iy aot pe | ec 
Hinc alta fub rupe canet fronaator aa auras. 


Nee tamen interea rauce, tua cura, palumbes, 
Nec gemere aéria ceffabit turtur ab ulmo. 

Ir may be obferved, that thefe two poems were produced by 
events that really happened; and may, therefore, ‘be of ufe to 
prove, that we can always feel more than we can imagine, and 
that the moft artful fiction muft give way to truth. 


Tam, SIR, 
T Your humble fervant, 
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TUESDAY, September 25, 1753. 


ea 








Irritat, mulcet, falfis terroribus implet 
Ut Macus; & modo me Thebis, medo ponit Athenis. Hor. 


ARITERS of a mixed character, that abound 
in tranfcendent beauties and in erofs imperfec- 


tions, are the moft proper and moft pregnant 
fubjects for criticifm. The regularity and cor- 
rectnefs of a VirGciz or Horace, almoft con- 
fine their commentators to perpetual panegyric, 
and afford them few opportunities of diverfifying 
their remarks by the detection of latent blemifhes. For this reafon, 
I am inclined to think, that a few obfervations on the writings of 
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SHAKESPEARE, will not be deemed ufelefs or unentertaining, be- 
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caule he exhibits more numerous exam pies Or exceilencies ana 
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As SHAKESPEARE 1s lometimes blameabie fer the nduct of 
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fables, which have no unity; and fometimes tor his is aimee 
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which i obDicure ana tuUteia, 10 ilts cMNaracteriiticai: © ccellencie 
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mav poflibly be reduced to thefe three general heads : his ively 
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‘© creative imagination; his ftrokes of nature and paffien ; and his 
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¢¢ prefervation of the coniiitency of Nis charaGters. Theie excei- 
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lencies, particularly the laft, are ot fo much importance in the drama, 
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that they amply co apne for his tranfgreftions againit the rules 
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of Time and Prace, which being of a m nechanical nature, 
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are often itricily obferved by agenius-of the loweit order; but to por- 
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trave characters naturally, and to preierve them unifo rmly, requires 
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fach an intimate knowledge o the heart of man, and is fo rare a 
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portion of felicity, as to have been enjoyed, perhaps, only by two 


to 
MER and SHAKESPEARE 


Or all the plays of SHaxesprare, the Tempest is the moft 
ge inftance of his creative power. He has there given the 


reins to his boundlefs imagination, and has carried the romantic, 
thie wonderful, and the wild, to the moft pleafing extravagance. 


The fcene is a ilies ifland.; and the characters the moft new 


and fingular that can w ell be conceived; a prince who practifes 


‘ieee an attendant fae a yes the + of a | witch, and a 


2 | 


anc sa never ht 1eld a man xcept sige: father. 


As 1 have afirmed that SHAKESPEARE’s chief es xcellence is the 


confiftency of his characters, 1 will exemplify the truth ef this 


e 


remark, by pointing out fome mafter-ftrokes of this nature in the 


YL 


“ 


drama before us. 


Tue poet artfully acquaints-us that PRosPERo is a magician, by 
the very aa words which his daughter MiranDA {peaks to him: 


If by your art, my deareft father, you have 
Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them: 
witich 
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is immediately introduced in a fhert and natural narration. 


(a) 
(de) 
(en 


THe offic his attendant Spirit, ARIEL, are enumerated 
with amazing wildnefs of fancy, and yet with equal propriety: 


his employment is faid to be, 


—— To tread the ooze 
Of the falt deep ; 
To run upon the fharp wind of the north; 
To do — bufinefs in the veins o’ th’ earth, 
When it is bak’d with froft; 
to dive into the fire; to ride 
On the curl’d clouds 








In defcribing the place in which he has concealed the Neapolitan 
thip, Ariex exprefies the fecrecy of its fituation by the following 
circumftance, which artfully glances at another of his fervices : 


In the deep nook, where once 
Thou calld’{t me up at midnight, to fetch dew 
From the ftill-vext Bermudas—— 





ARIEL, being one -of thofe elves or fpirits, ‘‘ whofe paftime is 
“¢ to make midnight mufhrooms, and who rejoice to liften to the 
“© folemn-curfew ;” -by-whofe affiftance Prospero has “* bedimm’d 
~< the fun at neon-tide,” 


And ’twixt the green fea and the azur’d vault, 
Set roaring war ; 





has a fet of ideas and images peculiar to his ftation and office; a 
beauty of the fame -kind with that which is fo juftly admired in 
the Apam of MiztTon, whofe manners and fentiments are all 
Paradifiacal. How delightfully and how {uitably to his character, 
.are the habitations and paftimes of this invifible being, pointed out 


in the following -exquifite fong! 
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ee fucks, there lurk I: 


(ko ael te Te 
In a couflip’s bell I lie; 

ae Pe Se 1 ek 
There I couch when owls do cry 
+ ee eer ae pees | 

On the bat’s back I do fly, 


m that aren ags on the bough. 








pr, whofe imagination has been thought by fome the Jeaft 

of ellencies, has, doubtlefs, conceived and carried on the 

meas ru in hie S© Rane iy the Tock.” V1 79 . 
machinery in ! Rape of the Lock, ith vaft exuberance of 
fancy. The cuftoms, and employments of his Syzpus, 
are exactly adapted to their natures, are peculiar and appropriated, 


bs an] 


are all, if I may be allowed the expreflion, Sy_tpuisu. The enu- 
of tt 


16 mixture of ob buds esd be ead, to any 
circumftances In SHAKESPEARE'S Ariel, if we could fuppofe 
Pore to have been unacquainted with the Tempest, when he 
wrote this part of his accomplifhed.poem. 


———— She did confine thee 
Into a cloven pine ; within which rift 
Jmprifon’d, thou didft painfully remain 
A dozen years: within which {pace fhe dy’d, 
And left thee there ; where thou didft vent th Ly groaris, 
As faft as mill- etieels trike oo 


Ir thou more murmur’ft, I will rend-an oak, 
And peg thee in his knotty entrails, ’till 


Thou ft howi'd away twelve:winters, 


si 


For this, befure, to-night thou fhalt have cramps, 

Seana that fhall pen thy breath up: urchins 
Shall, for that vaft of night that they may work, 

Alle eg on thee; thou fhalt be. pinch’d 


IF 
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Ir thou negle’t, or doft unwillingly 
What I command, Ill rack thee-with.old cramps; 
Fill all thy bones with aches; make thee roar, 
That beaits fhall-tremble at thy din. SHAKESPEARE, 


WuatTever fpirit, carelefs of his charge, 

Forfakes his poft or leaves the Fair at large, . 
‘Shall feel fharp vengeance foon o’ertake his fins, 

Be ftopp’d in vials, .or transfix’d with pins ; 

Or plung’d in lakes of bitter wafhes lie, 

Or wedg’d whole.ages’in a bodkin’s eye; 

‘Gums and pomatums fhall his flight reftrain, 

While clog’d he beats his filken wings in vain; 

Or alom ftyptics with contracting pow’r, 
‘Shrink his thin effence like a rivell’d flow’r.: 

Or as Ixion fix’d, the wretch thall.feel 

The giddy motion of the whirling wheel ; 

In fumes of burning chocolate fhall glow, 

And tremble at the fea that froths below ! ‘Pope. 
































Tue method which is-taken, to induce FERDINAND to believe that 
this father was drowned in the late tempeft, is exceedingly folemn 
and ftriking. He is fitting upon a folitary rock, and weeping, over 
-againft the place where he imagined his father was wrecked, 
when he fuddenly hears with aftonifhment aérial mufic creep by 
him upon -the waters, and the SpiriT gives him the following Ha 
information in words not proper for any but a SpiRIT to utter: . / | 

Full fathom five thy father lies.: . 


Of his bones are coral mades 





Thofe are pearls that were his eyes : 
Nothing of -him that doth fade, 
But doth fuffer a fea-change, 


Into fomething rich and {trange. 


And then follows a moft lively circumftance ; 
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell. id 
Hark! now I hear them ‘Ding-dong-bell ! 








This is fo truly poetical, that one can fcarce forbear exclaiming 


swith FERDINAND, 
This 
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This is no mortal bufinefs, ‘nor no found 


1 41 
hat thevearth owns }——— 


The happy, verfatility of SHAKESPEARE’s genius enables him to 
excell in lyric as well as in dramatic poefy. 


But the poet rifes {till higher in his management of ‘this cha- 
racter of ARIEL, by making a ii ule of it, thatisy I think, 
and the greateft effort of \his art. ARten informs 

Prospero, that he has fulfilled-his orders, |and, punithed his bro- 
ther and ooRs fo. feverely, that if he himfelf was now te 
behold their fufferings he would he” compafiionate.them.) To 


which Prospero an{wers, 


a a : es 
——Doft thou think fo, Spirit? 
Wa rnd lil ub “ ; 

ARIEL. Viine would; Sir, were I human. 


‘ alee eam Aste: 4 1 
e then takes occafi on, with wonderful. dex cterity and humanit ty, 


Bit al an argument fromthe incorporeality of Ariex; for the 


juftice and neceffity of pity and forgivenefs: 
Haft thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflictions; and fhall not myfelf, 


One of their kind, that relith all as tharply, 


] ee Eee ago ae ely Ciel io im 
Paffion’d as they, be kindlier mov’d than thou art? 


e rc a) ye 
is a2 more powerful magician than his own PRosPrro: 


are tranfported into fairy-land; we are wrapt in a delicious 


we tii Lt 
WV f t 
wit fe indy Geisetin ilerr eh t wat wel sane 
dream, from wnicn it 1S mulery to be diftur Dea 5 ali arou ad j $8 @he 


Sounds, and {weet airs, that give deli 


Lids 


Sometimes a thoufand twanging inftruments 
Will hum about mine ears, thd TBrflelaae VOICES ; 
if I then had wak’d after long fleep, 


1 


‘Will make me fleep again :, and then in dreaming, 


Tha 


fo 
hab 


3 


The clouds, methought, would open, and fhew riches 


Ready to dr op upon me:—when I wak’d, 
I cry’d to dream again | 


7, 


ad 
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SATURDAY, September 29, 1753. 





Monftro quod ipfe tibi poffis dare. Juv. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


OU have fomewhere difcouraged the hope of 
idlenefs, by fhewing that whoever compares 
the number of thofe who have pofleffed for- 


tuitous advantages, and of thofe who have 





been difappointed in their expectations, will 
have little reafon to regifter himfelf in the 


lucky catalogue. 


But as we have feen thoufands fubfcribe to a raffle, of which 
one only could obtain the prize; fo idlenefs will ftill prefume to 
hope, if the advantages, however improbable, are admitted to lie 

VOL. II. Bb within 





































































































r10 THE ADVENTURER. Noo. 


within the bounds of poffibility. Let-the drone, therefore, be told, 
that if by the error of fortune he obtains the ftores of the bee, he 
cannot enjoy the felicity; that the honey which is not gathered 
by induftry, will be eaten without relifh, if it is not wafted: in 


| 


riot ; and that all who become poffeffed of the immediate obje@ 


eat | . 


of their hope without any efforts of their own, will be difappointed 


No life can be happy, but.that.which is {pent in the profecu- 
tion of feme purpofe to which our powers are equal, and which 
ve, therefore, profecute with fuccefs: for this reafon it is abfurd 
to dread bufinefs, ‘upon pretence that it will leave few intervals to 
pleafure. Bufinefs is that by which induftry perfues its purpofe, 
and the purpofe of induftry is feldom difappointed: he, who 
endeavours to arrive at a certain point, which he perceives him- 
elf perpetually to approach, enjoys all the happinefs which nature 
has allotted to thofe hours, that are not {pent in the immediate 

ratification of appetites by which our own wants are indicated, or 
of affections by which we are prompted ‘to :fupply the wants of 
others: The end propofed by the bufy, is various as theit temper, 
conftitution, habits, and circumftances: but in the labour itfelf is 
the enjoyment, whether it be perfued to fupply the neceffaries’ or 
the conveniencies of life, whether to cultivate a farm or décoraté a 


a palace ; for when the palace is decorated, and the barn filléd, the 


pleafure is at an end, till the object of defire is again placed at a 
diftance, and our powers are again employed to obtain it with 
apparent fuccefs. Nor is the value of life lefs, than if our enjoy- 
ment did not thus confift in anticipation; for, by a anticipation, the 
pleafure which would otherwife be contracted within an hour, is 
diffufed through a week; and if the dread which exaggerates 
future evil, is-confefled to be an encreafe of mifery, the hope 
which magnifies future good cannot be denied to be an acceffion of 
happi 


THE 
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THE moft numerous clafs of thofe who prefume to hope for 
miraculous advantages, is that of gamefters. But by gamefters, 
I do not mean the gentlemen who ftake an eftate, againft the 
cunning of thofe who have none; for I leave the cure of lunatics 
to the profeflors of phyfic: I mean the diffolute and indigent, 
who in the common phrafe put themfelves in fortune’s way, and 
expedt from her bounty that which they eagerly defire, and yet 
believe to be too dearly purchafed by diligence and induftry ; 
tradefmen who neglect their bufinefs, to fquander in fafhionable 
follies more than it can produce; and {waggerers who rank them- 
felves with gentlemen, merely becaufe they have no bufinefs to 


perfue. 


THE gamefter of this clafs will appear to be equally wretched, 
whether his hope be fulfilled or difappointed: the objeét of it 
depends upon a contingency, over which he has no influence; he 
perfues no purpofe with gradual and perceptible fuccefs, and, there- 
fore cannot enjoy the pleafure which arifes from the anticipation 
of its accomplifhment: his mind is perpetually on the rack; he is 
anxious in proportion to the eagernefs of his defire, and his inability 
to effect it; to the pangs of fufpence, fucceed thofe o 
ment; and. amomentary gain only imbitters the lofs that follows. 
Such is the life of him, who fhuns bufinefs becaufe he would 
fecure leifure for enjoyment; except it happens, againft the odds of 
a million to one, that a run of fuccefs puts him into the pofleffion 
of a fum fufficient to fubfift him in idlenefs the remainder of his 
life: and in this cafe, the idlenefs which made him wretched while 
he waited for the bounty ef fortune, will neceffarily keep him 


wretched after itis beftowed; he will find, that in the ¢ratificatio: 


trod 


of his appetites he can fill but a fmall portion of his time, and that 
thefe appetites themfelves are weakened by every attempt to en- 
creafe the enjoyment which they were intended to fupply; he will, 

therefore, 
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herefore, either doze away life in a kind of liftlefs indolence which 
he defpairs to exalt into imi ih or he will imagine that the good 
: ; otained by,an increafe of his wealth, by a'lareer 
ne wants is to be obtained by,an increafe ee 
houfe, :a more fplendid equipage, and a more numerous retinue: 


If with this notion he has again recourfe to the altar 


He 


' of fortune; 
he will either be undeccived by a new feries of fuccefs, or he will 
be reduced to’ his, origin: baci by the lofs of that which he 
knew not how-to enjoy: if ‘this happens, of which there is the 
higheft degree .of probability, he | will inftantly become more 
wretched in proportion. as he was rich ; rep while he was 
tich, he was not more happy in proportion as he had been poor : 
whatever is won, is reduced by experiment to its intrinfic value ; 
whatever is loft, is heightened by imagination to more: wealth ig 
no fooner diffipated, than its inanity is for gotten, and it is regretted 
as the means of happinefs which it was not found to afford. The 
gametter, therefore, of whatever clafs, plays againit maniféft odds ; 
fince that which he wins he difcovers to be brafs, and that which 
he lofes he values as gold. And it thould alf be remarked, that 
in this eftimate of his life, I have not {uppofed him to lofe a fingle 


{take which he had not firft won. 


But though gaming in general is wifely prohibited by the le- 
giflature, as produtive not only of private but of 1 public evil ; yet 
there is one {pecies to which all are fometi, mes Savage which 
equally encourages the hope of idlenefs, and relaxes the vigor of 
induftry. 


Nep Frotu, who had been feveral years butler in a family of 
diftinction, having faved about four hundred pounds, took a little 
houfe in the fuburbs, and laid in a {tock of liquors for which he 
paid ready money, and which were, therefore, the beft of the 


kind. Nep perceived his trade encreafe ; he purfued it with freth 


alacrity, 
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alacrity, he exulted’in his fuccefs, and the joy of his heart {parkled 
in his countenance: but it happened that Nep, in the mid& of 
+his happinefs and profperity, was prevailed upon to buy a lottery 
ticket. The moment his hope was fixed upon an objet which in- 
duftry could not obtain, he determined to be induftrious no longer : 
to draw drink for a dirty and boifterous rabble, was a flavery to 
which he now fubmitted with reluctance ; and he longed for the 
moment in which he fhould be free: inftead of telling his ftory, 
and cracking his jokéefor the entertainment of his cuftomers, he 
received them with indifference, was obferved to be filent and 
fullen, and amufed himfelf by going three or four times a day to 


fearch the regifter of fortune for the fuccefs of his ticket. 


In this difpofition Nep was fitting one morning in the corner 
of a bench by his fire fide, wholly abftra€ted in the contemplation 
of his future fortune ; indulging this moment the hope of a mere 
poffibility, and the next fhuddering with the dread of lofing the 
felicity which his fancy had ‘combined with the poffeffion of ten 
thoufand pounds. A man well dreffed entered haftily, and in- 
quired for him of his guefts, who many times called him aloud 
by his name, and curft him for his deafnefs and ftupidity, before 
" Nep ftarted up as from a dream, and inquired with a fretful im- 
patience what they wanted. An affected confidence of being well 
received, and an air of forced jocularity in the ftranger, gave Nzp 
fome offence; but the next moment he catched him in his arms 


in a tranfport of joy, upon receiving his congratulation as proprietor 


of the fortunate ticket, which had that morning been drawn a 


prize of the firft clafs. 


Ir was not, however, long, before Nep difcovered that ten 
thoufand pounds did not bring the felicity which he expected; a 
difcovery, which generally produces the diffipation of fudden af- 
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fluence by prodigality. Nep drank, and whored, and hired 














fidlers, and bought fine cloaths; he bred riots at Vauxhall, treated 
flatterers, and damned plays: but fomething was {till wanting; 
and he refolved to ftrike a bold ftroke, and attempt to double the 
remainder of his prize at play, that he might live in a palace and 
keep an equipage: but in the execution of this project, he loft 
the whole produce of his lottery ticket, except five hundred pounds 
in Bank notes, which when he would have ftaked he could not 
Gnd. This fum was more than that which: had eftablifhed him 
in the trade he had left; and yet, with the power of returning to 
a ftation that was once the utmoft of his ambition, and of renewing 
that perfuit which alone had made him happy, fuch was the pun- 
gency of his regret, that in the defpair of recovering the money 
which he knew had produced nothing but riot, difeafe, and vexa- 


tion, he threw himfelf from the Bridge into the Thames. 
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—— Dulcique animos novitate tenebo. Ovip. 


YS. ys8 Tis often charged upon writers, that with all 
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their pretenfions to genius and difcoveries, they 
do little more than copy one another; and 
that compofitions obtruded upon the world 


with the pomp of novelty, contain only te- 





dious repetitions of common fentiments, or at 
beft exhibit a tranfpofition of known images, and give a new appear- 


ance to truth only by fome flight difference of drefs and decoration. 


THE allegation of refemblance between authors is indifputably 
true; but the charge of plagiarifm, which is raifed upon it, 1s not 
to be allowed with equal readinefs. A coincidence of fentiment 
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may eafily happen without any communication, fince there are 
many occafions in which all reafonable men will nearly think alike. 
Writers of all ages have had the fame fentiments, becaufe they have 
in all ages had the fame objeéts. of {peculation; the interefts and 
paffions, the virtues and vices of mankind, have been diverfified 
in different times, only by uneffential and cafual varieties; and we 
muft, therefore, expect in the works of all thofe who attempt toe 
defcribe them, fuch a likenefs as we find in the pictures of the 


fame perfon drawn in different periods of his life. 


Ir is neceflary, therefore, that before an author be charged with 
plagiarifm, one of the moft reproachful, though, perhaps, not the 
moft atrocious of literary crimes, the fubject on which he treats 
fhould be carefully confidered. We do not wonder, that hiftorians, 
relating the fame facts, agree in their narration; or that authors 
delivering the elements of fcience, advance the fame theorems, 
and lay down the fame definitions: yet it is not wholly without 
ufe to mankind, that books are multiplied, and that different 
authors lay out their labours on the fame fabje@ ; for there will 
always be fome reafon why one fhould on particular occafions, or 
to particular perfons, be preferable to another; fome will be clear 
where others are obfcure, fome will pleafe by their ftile and others 
by thei? method, fome by their embellifhments and others by their 


fimplicity, fome by clofenefs and others by diffufion. 


Tue fame indulgence is to be fhewn to the writers of morality : 
right and wrong are immutable; and thofe, therefore, who teach 
us to diftinguifh them, if they all teach us right, mutt agree with 
one another. The relations of focial life, and the duties refulting 
from them, muft be the fame at all times and in all nations: fome 
petty differences may ‘be, indeed, produced, by forms of govern- 
ment or arbitrary cuftoms; but the general doétrine can receive 


no alteration. 
Yer 
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YET it is not to be defired, that morality fhould be confidered 
as interdicted to all future writers: men will always be tempted to 
deviate from their duty, and will, therefore, always want a mo- 
nitor to recall them; and a new book often feizes the attention of 
the public, without any other claim than that itis new. There is 
likewife in compofition, as in other things, a perpetual viciffitude 
of fafhion; and truth is‘recommended at one time to regard, by 
appearances which at another would expofe it to neglect: the 
author, therefore, who has judgement to difcern the tafte of his 
contemporaries, and {kill to gratify it, will have always an oppor- 
tunity to deferve well of mankind, by conveying inftruction to 


them ina grateful vehicle. 


Tuere are likewife many modes of compofition, by which a mo- 
ralift may deferve the name of an original writer: he may familia- 
rife his fyftem by dialogues after the manner of the ancients, or 
fubtilize it into a feries of fyllogiftic arguments; he ‘may enforce 
his doétrine by ferioufnefs and folemnity, or enliven it by {pright- 
linefs and gayety; he may deliver his fentiments in naked precepts, 
or illuftrate them by hiftorical examples; he may detain the ftu- 
dious by the artful concatenation of a continued difcourfe, or relieve 


the bufy by fhort ftri€tures and unconnected eflays. 


To excel in any of thefe forms of writing, will require a 
particular cultivation of the genius; whoever can attain to ex- 
cellence, will be certain to engage a fet of readers, whom no 
other method would have equally allured; and he that communi- 


cates truth with fuccefs, muft be numbered among the firft bene- 


factors to mankind. 


Tue fame obfervation may be extended likewife to the. paffions: 


their influence is uniform, and their effects nearly the fame in 
"every 
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every human breaft: a man loves and hates, defires and avoids, 
exactly like his neighbour; refentment and ambition, avarice and 
indolence, difcover themfelves by the fame fymptoms, in minds 
diftant a thoufand years from one another. 

Nortuine, therefore, can be more unjuft, than to charge an 
author with plagiarifm, merely becaufe he afligns to every caufe 
its natural effect ; and makes his perfonages act, as others in like 
circum{tances have always done. ‘There are conceptions in which 
all men will agree, though each derives them from his own 
obfervation: whoever has been in love, will reprefent a lover im- 
patient of every idea that interrupts his meditations on his mi- 
{trefs, retiring to fhades and folitude that he may mufe without 
difturbance on his approaching happinefs, or aflociating himfelf 
with fome friend that flatters his paffion, and talking away the 
hours of abfence upon his darling fubje@t. Whoever has been fo 
unhappy as to have felt the miferies of long continued hatred, will, 
without any affiftance from antient volumes, be able to relate how 
the paflions are kept in perpetual agitation, by the recolletion 
of injury and meditations of revenge ; how the blood boils at the 
name of the enemy, and life is worn away in contrivances of 


mifchief. 


Every other paffion is alike fimple and limited, if it be con- 
fidered only with regard to the breaft which it inhabits: the ana- 
tomy of the mind, as that of the body, muft perpetually exhibit 
the fame appearances; and though by the continued induftry of 
f{ucceffive inquirers, new movements will be from time to time 
difcovered, they can affect only the minuter parts, and are com- 


monly of more curiofity than importance. 


Ir will now be natural to inquire, by what arts are the writers 
of the prefent and future ages to attract the notice-and favour of 


mankind. 
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mankind. They are to obferve the alterations which time is al- 
) Sa yd L e f life th nace en tots TTA a 
ways making in the modes of life, that they may gratify every ge- 
neration with a picture of themfelves. Thus love is in cate but 
court{hip is perpetually varying ; the differen 
| 
ficient to fill 


a 


which beauty has infpired, would of themfelves be fu 
a volume; fometimes balls and ferenades, fometimes tournaments 


foam 


and adventures have been employed to melt the hearts of ladies, 


cr 


wi 


‘whoin another’cenitury have’ been fenfible of {carce any other meri 


‘than that of riches, and liftened only to jointures and pin m any 


Thus the ambitious man has at all times been eager of wealth anc 

power ; but thefe hopes have ‘been gratified in fome countries if 
fupplicating the people, and in others by flattering the princ 

honour in fome ftates has been only the reward of military at- 
chievements, in others it has been gained by noify turbulence and 
ibis clamours. Avarice has worn a different form, as fhe actu- 
ated the ufurer of Rome, and the ftock jobber of England; and 
idlenefs itfelf, how little foever inclined to the trouble of inven- 
tion, has been forced from time to time to change its amufements, 


and contrive different methods of wearing out the day. 


Here then is the fund, from which thofe who ftudy mankind 
may fill their compofitions with an inexhauftible variety of images 
and allufions; and he muft be confeffed to look with little atten- 
tion upon fcenes thus perpetually changing, who cannot catch 


fome of the figures before they are made vulgar by reiterated de- 


{criptions. 


Ir has been difcovered by Sir Isaac Newron, that the 
diftinét and primogenial colours are only feven; but every eye 
can witnefs, that from various mixtures in various proportions, in- 
finite diverfifications of tints may be produced. In like manner, 


the paffions of the mind, which put the world in motion, and 
produce 
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produce all the buftle and eagernefs of the bufy crouds that (warm 
upon the earth; the paflions, from whence arife all the pleafures 
and pains that we fee and hear of, if we analize the mind of man, 
are very few; but thofe few agitated and combined, as external 
caufes {hall happen to operate, and modified by prevailing opi- 
nions and accidental caprices, make fuch frequent alterations on 


c 


face of life, that the fhow while we are bufied in delineating 
it, vanifhes from the view, and a new fet of objects fucceeds, 
docmed to the fame fhortnefs of duration with the former: thus 
curiofity may always find employment, and the bufy part of man- 

ind will furnifh the contemplative with the materials of fpecu- 


lation to the end of time. 


HE complaint, therefore, that all topics are preoccupied, is 
nothing more than the murmur of ignorance or idlenefs, by 
which fome difcourage others and fome themfelves : the muta- 
bility of mankind will always furnith writers with new images, 
and the luxuriance of fancy may always embellith them with new 


decorations. 


aa 
i 


if) WTF) 7) DY] . Dein ad Fo OA. VS a war siete 






S699) Re SES 


a 
Wize 
Je 7 . ETN 
(Vilas \ 












be N Ai DS 

— Ss Z 
wS3 SS deli 
Ny Ss S CAML A 


~ Se Sp No au, 
if Ge y= 7 MNhe pS a 
y Me eia Vv nas. SS) (. = 

i a ND SZ AC EOE 


THE 


Ae! V GN. TUR ER, 


NUMBER XCVI. 





Jo be continued on TuESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 





SATURDAY, Oéfober 6,: 1753. 








Fortunatos nimium fua fi bona norint. Virc. 


Z Ap pao N proportion as the enjoyment and in felicity 





of life depends upon imagination, it is of im- 


portance that this power of the mind fhould 


when it can only embitter difappointment and heighten calamity, 
and more frequently flumbers when it might increafe the triumph 


of fuccefs, or animate infenfibility to -happinefs, than is generally 
perceived. 
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An ecclefiaftical living of confiderable value-became vacant, and 
“EvANDER obtained a recommendation to the patron. His friend 
had too much modefty to fpeak with: confidence of .the fuccefs of 
an application fupported .chiefly by his intereft, and EvANDER 
knew that others had follicited before him :.as he -was.not, there- 
fore, much elevated by hope, he believed he fhould not be greatly 
depreffed by a difappointment. The gentleman, to whom he was 
recommended, received him with great.courtefy ; but upon reading 
the letter, he changed countenance, and difcovered indubitable 
tokens of vexation aad regret; then taking Ev anper by the hand, 
<¢ Sir” faid he “ I think it fearce lefs a misfortune.to myfelf than 
“you, that -you-was not-five-minutes fooner in your .application. 
Che gentleman, whofe.recommendation you bring, I wifh more 
‘¢ than any other to oblige ;\but I have juft prefented the living to 
‘the perfon, whom you faw take his leave when you entered the 


‘© room.” 


Tus declaration was a ftroke, which Evanper had neither 
{kill to elude, nor force to refit, Though the &rength of his 
intereft was not known time enough to increafe his hope, and 
though he had before believed that he was :as many days too 
ate as he had been minutes, yet thefe were circumftances which 
imagination immediately improved to aggravate his difappoint- 
ment; over thefe he mufes.perpetually with inexpreffible anguith, 
he relates them to every friend, and laments them with the moft 
paffionate exclamations. And yet, what.has happened. to EVANDER 
more than he expefted? nothing that he poffefied is diminifhed, 


nor is any poflibility of advantage precluded: with refpect to 
thefe, 
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thefe, and every other reality, he is in the fame flate, as if he 


had never heard of the vacancy which he hed fome chance te 
fill; but Evanpsr groans under the tyranny of imagination ;. and 
in a fit of caufelefs fretfulnefs, cafts away peace, becaufe time 
was not {topped in its career, and a miracle did not interpofe to 


fecure him a living. 


Acenor, ‘on'whom the living which Evanprr follicited was 
beftowed, neyer:conceived a fingle doubt that he fhould fail in 
his attempt: his charaéter was unexceptionable, and his recom- 
mendation fuch as it was believed no other could counter-balance; 
he, therefore, received the bounty of his patron without much 
émotion; he regarded:his fuccefs as an event produced, like rain 
and fun fhine, by the common and regular operation of natural 
caufes ; and toek poffeflion of it with the-fame temper, that he 
would have reaped a-field he had fown, or receiyed the intereft of 
a fum which he had placed in the funds. But having, by accident, 
heard the report which had ‘been circulated by ‘the friends of 
EvANpER, he was at once ftruck with a fenfe of his good fortunes 
and was fo affected by a retrofpe on his danger, that he could 
fcarce believe it to be paft. ‘ How providential,” ‘faid he, “ was 
“it, that I did not flay to drink another dith of tea at breakfaft, 
“* ‘that I found a hackney coach at the end of the ftreet, and that 
«« T met with«no ftop by the way! What an alteration was 
produced in AGENor’s conception ‘of his advantage of his fitua- 
tion, and the means by which it was ebtainedd and yet at laft he 
had gained nothing more than he expected; his danger was not 
known time enough to alarm his fear; the value of his acquifition 
was. not ;ncreafed; nor had PRoviDENCE interpofed farther, than 
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to exclude chance from the government of the world. But AcENor 
did not before reflect, that any gratitude was due to PRovIDENCE 
but for a miracle; he did not enjoy his preferment as’ a gift, nor 


eftimate his gain but by the poffibility of lofs. 


As fuccefs and difappointment are under the influence of -ima- 
gination, fo are eafe and health ; each of which may be confidered 
together as a kind of negative good, that may either‘degenerate in- 
to wearifomnefs and difcontent, or be improved “into complacency 


and enjoyment. 


Apour three. weeks ago I paid .an afternoon vifit to Curto: 
Curio is the proprietor of an eftate which’ produces three thou- 
fand pounds a year, and the hufband of a lady remarkable ;for 
her beauty and her wit; his age.is ‘that in which. manhood is {aid to 
be moft compleat; his conftitution is vigorous, . his perfon graceful, 
and his underftanding ftrong.,. I-found him in full health, lolling 
in an eafy chair; his countenance was florid, he was gayly drefled, 
-and furrounded with all the means of happinefs which wealth 
well ufed could beftow. After the. firft ceremonies had pafied, 
he threw himfelf again back in his chair upon my having refufed 
it, looked wiftfully at his fingers ends, crofied his legs, pitted 
the news of the day, and in the midft of all poffible advantages 
feemed to poflefs life with a liftlefs indifference, which, if he 
could have preferved in all contrary. circumftances, would have 


invefted him with the dignity of a ftoic. 


Ir happened that yefterday I paid Curio another vifit. I 


found him in his chamber ; his head was fwathed in flannel, and 


his 
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his countenance was pale. I was alarmed at thefe.appearances of 
difeafe ; and enquired with an honett follicitude how he did. The 
moment he. heard my queftion, he. ftarted from his feat, {prang 
towards me, caught:me by the hand, and, told me, in an extafy, 


that he was in Heaven. 


Wuat difference in Curto’s circumftances produced this 
difference in his fenfations and behaviour? what prodigious ad- 
vantage had now accrued to the man, who before had eafe and 
health, youth, affluence, and beauty? Curio, during the ten 
days that preceded my laft vifit, had been tormented with the 
tooth-ach; and had, within the laft hour; been reftored to eafe, 


by having it drawn. 


Anp is human reafon fo impotent, and imagination fo perverfe, 
that eafe cannot be enjoyed till.it has been taken away? Is it 
not poffible to improve negative into pofitive happinefs, by re- 
fleGQion? Can he, who poffeffes eafe and health, whofe food is 
tafteful, and whofe fleep is fweet, remember, without exultation 
and delight, the feafons in which he has pined in the languor 


of inappetence, and counted the watches of the night with reftlefs 


anxiety ? 


Is an acquiefcence in the difpenfations of UNERRiING Wispom, 
by which fome advantage appears to be denied, without recalling 
trivial and accidental circumftances that can only aggravate difap- 
pointment, impoffible to reafonable beings? And is a fenfe of 
the Divine Bounty neceflarily languid, in proportion as that 


bounty appears to be lefs doubtful and interrupted ? 
EVERY 
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Every man, furely, would blufth to admit thefe fuppofitions : 


let every man, therefore, deny them by his life. , He,.who. brings 





imagination ‘under the dominion of reafon, will be able: to alle. 
viate the evil of life, and to increafe the good; he-willMearn*to 
refign with complacency, to receive with gratitude, and poffefs 


with chearfulnefs: and as in this conduct, there is not only 





wifdom but virtue, he will under every calamity be able to rejoice 
in hope, and to anticipate the felicity of that ftate, in which 


*‘ the Sprrirs of the Just thall be made peRrecr.” 
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fy form a character totally original, let him en- 
YA) deavour to preferve it with uniformity and 
| confiftency: but the formation of an ori- 
ginal character is a work of great difficulty 
and hazard.” In this arduous and uncom- 





mon tafk, however, SHAKESPEARE has 
wonderfully fucceeded in his Tempsst: the monfter CALYBAN 
is the creature of his own imagination, in the formation of which 


he could derive no affiftance from obfervation or experience. 


CALYBAN is the fon of a witch, begotten by a demon: the 
forceries of his mother were fo terrible, that her countrymen ba- 
nifhed her into this defart ifland as unfit for human fociety: in 
conformity, therefore, to this diabolical propagation, he is repre- 
fented as a prodigy of cruelty, malice, pride, ignorance, idlenefs, 
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He is introduced with great: pro priety, curfing 
osPERo and Miranpa whom he had endeavoured tod defile 
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FAIS kindn €iS 18, aiterw ards, expreffed as mucn in character, as 


his hatred, by an enumeération of offices, that could be of value 
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I pr’ythee, let me bring thee where crabs grow ; 
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And I with my lon o nails will alg thee pig-nuts ; 
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Young fea-malls from the rock ——-—-— 


Pi Ls thee the beft fprings; Vl pluck thee berries ; 


tS 


Pll fifh for thee, and get thee wood enough. 
lait is, indeed, a circumftance of great ufé in a place, where 


to be defended from: the cold was- neither eafy nor ufual; and it 
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has a-farther peculiar beauty, becaufe the ee wood was the 
occupation to which CaLyBan was fubjected by Prosprro, who, 


Shee deemed it a fervice of high vapor 


(os ta) 


(ue grofs isa? ance of this monfter is reprefented with delicate 
eee : 
alls the bi 


was the man in the moon, whom his miftrefs had often {hewn 


{5 1 

he. knew not the names of the fun and moon which he 
| eee I a La (eS 

Digeer gine and the ela and he believes that Stephano 

him: and when Prospero reminds him that he firft taught him to 

pronounce articulately, his anfwer is full of malevolence and rage: 


You taught me language; and my profit on’t 
I know how to curfe: 
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The propereft: return for fuch a fiend to make for fuch.a favour. 
The f{pirits whom he fuppofes’ to be emplo 


ed by PROSPERO per- 


7 

ye 
/ 
¥ 
A 


petually to torment him, and the many forms and different me- 
thods they take for this purpofe, are defcribed with the utmoft 


livelinefs and force of fancy : 


Sometimes like apes, that moe and chatter at me, 
And fee bite me; then like hedge-hogs, which 
Lie tumbling in my bare-foot way, ici mount 
Their pricks at my foot-fall: fometimes am I 
All wound with adders, who with cloven tongues 
Do hifs me into madnefs. 


Ir is fearcely poflible for any {peech to be more expreflive of the 
manners and fentiments, than that in which our poet has painted 
the brutal barbarity, and unfeeling favagenefs of this fon of Sycorax, 
by making him enumerate, with a kind of horrible delight, the 
various ways in which it was poflible for the drunken failors to 
furprize and kill his mafter : 


——-— There thou mayft brain him, 

Having firft feiz’d his books; or with a log 
Batter his fkull; or paunch him with a ftake; 
Or cut his wezand with thy knife ——-— 


He adds, in allufion to his own abominable attempt, “ above all 

be fure to fecure the daughter; whofe beauty, he tells them, is 
‘© incomparable.” The charms of : Rs could not be 
more exalted, than by extorting this teftimony from fo infenfible a 


montter. 


t wh 10 pofleffes the power 


o 


SHAKESPEARE feems to be the only po 
of uniting poetry with propriety of character ; ae which I know 
not an inftance.more ftriking, than the image CaALyBAN makes 


ufe of to exprefs filence, which is at once high y poetical and 
exactly fuited to the wil Idnefs of the ec 
Pray you tread foftly, that the blind mc e may not 


Hear:a foot-fallh ———— 
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I atways lament that our author has not preferved this 
fierce and implacable {pirit in CaryBan, to the end of the play; 
inftead of which, he has, I think, injudicioufly put into his mouth, 
words that imply repentance and underftanding: 


——— ll] be wife hereafter 
And feek for grace. What a thrice double afs 
Was I, to take this drunkard for a God, 
And worfhip this dull fool? 


Ir mutt not be forgotten, that SHAKEsPEARE has artfully taken 
occafion from this extraordinary character, which is finely con- 
trafted to the mildnefs and obedience of ARIEL, obliquely to fa- 
tirize the prevailing paffion for new and wonderful fights, which 
has rendered the Englifh fo ridiculous. ‘“ Were I in England 
““ now,” fays TRIncuLo, on firft difcovering CatysBan, ‘ and 
had but this fifth painted, not an holiday fool there but would 
** give a piece of filver. 


€Cc 





When they will not give a doit to re- 
*« lieve a lame begger, they will lay out ten to fee a dead Indian.” 
Sucu is the inexhauftible plenty of our poet’s invention, that he 
has exhibited another character in this play, entirely his own; that 
of the lovely and innocent Miranpa. 


Wuen Prospero firft gives her a fight of prince FrerpINAND, 
the eagerly exclaims, 


ae! WW hat iste & {pirit ? 
Lord, how it looks about! Believe me, Sir, 
It carries a brave form. But ’tis a {pirit. 


Her imagining that as he was fo beautiful he mutt necefiarily be 
one of her father’s aérial agents, is a {troke of nature worthy admi- 
ration: as are likewife her entreaties to her father not to ufe him 


harfhly, by. the power of his art ; 


Why fpeaks my father fo ungently? This 
Is the third man that e’er I faw; the firft 
That eer I figh’d for!—— 


Here 
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Here we perceive ‘the beginning of that paffion which Prosprre 
was defirous fhe fhould feel for the prince ; and which -the after- 
wards more fully exprefles:upon an eccafion which difplays at once 
‘the tendernefs, the innocence, and the fimplicity ef her.chara¢ter. 
‘She difcovers her lover employed.in the laborious tafk of carrying 
wood, which Prospero had enjoined him to perform. “ Would,” 
fays fhe, “* the lightning had burnt up thofe logs that you are 


*€ enjoined ‘to pile!” 





. if you'll ft down 
Tl bear :your logs the while. Pray give :me that, 
Tl carry’t to the pile—— 


You look wearily. 





‘Tt is by feleGting fuch little and almoft imperceptible circumftances, 
that SHAKESPEARE has more truly painted the paffions than any 
other writer: affection is more powerfully exprefled by this fimple 
wifh and offer of affiftance, than by the unnatural ,eloquence.and 
witticifms of DrypeEn, or the amorous declamations of Rowe. 


Tue refentment of PRosprro for the matchlefs cruelty and 
wicked ufurpation of his brother; his parental affection and folli- 
citude for the welfare of his daughter, the heirefs of his duke- 
dom ; and the awful folemnity of his character, as a fkilful ma- 
gician ; are all along preferved with equal confiftency, dignity and 
decorum: one part of his behaviour deferves to be particularly 
' pointed out. During the exhibition of a.mafk with which he had 
ordered ARIEL to entertain FERDINAND and Miranpa, he ftarts 
fuddenly from the recollection of the conf{piracy of CaLyBan and 
his confederates again{t his life, and difmiffes his attendant fpirits, 
who inftantly vanifh to.a hollow.and.confufed noife. He. appears 
‘to be greatly moved; and fuitably to this agitation of mind, 
which his danger has excited, he takes occafion, from the fudden 
-difappearance of the vifionary fcene, to moralize on the diffolution 
-of all:things:: 





Thefe our actors, 
As I foretold you, were all {pirits; and 


Are melted into air, into thin air: 
And 
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And, like the bafelefs fabric of this vifion, 


The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 


The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 


Yea, all which it inherit, fhall diffolve ; 


And, like this unfubftantial pageant: faded, 
Leave not a rack behind 





To thefe noble images he adds a fthort but comprehenfive obfer- 


Y 
& 


vation on human life, not excelled by any paflage of the moral 
and fententious EuRIPIDES : 


We are fuch fttuff 


As dreams are made on; and our little life 





Is rounded with a fleep {____— 


Tuus admirably is an uniformity of character, that leading 
beauty in dramatic poefy, preferved throughout the Tempest. 
And it may be farther remarked, that the unities of aétion, of 
place, and of time, are in this play, though almoft conitantly 
violated by SHAKESPEARE, exactly obferved. The action is one, 
great, and entire, the reftoration of Prospero to his dukedom ; 
this bufinefs is tranfacted in the compafs of a fmall ifland, and in, 
or near, the cave of Prospero; though, indeed, it had been 
more artful and regular to have confined it to this fingle fpot; and 
the time which the action takes up, is only equal to that of the 
reprefentation ; an excellence which ought always to be aimed at 
in every well-conducted fable, and for the want of which, a va- 
riety of the moft entertaining incidents can {carcely attone. 
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To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, Oéfober 13, 1753. 





Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris, et carcere dignum, 
Sz vis effe aliquis. Juv. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


DEAR BROTHER, 

HE thirft of glory is I think allowed, even by 
the dull dogs who can fit ftill long enough to 
write books, to be a noble appetite. 


<a 


i} 
x 


My ambition is to be thought a man of life 
and fpirit, who ‘could conquer the world if he 
was to fet about it, but who has-too much vi- 
vacity to give the neceflary attention to any fcheme of length. 





I am, in fhort, one of thofe heroic Adventurers, who have 
thought proper to diftinguifh themfelves by the titles of Bucx, 
Bioop, and Nerve. When I am in the country I am always on 
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horfe back, and I leap or break every hedge and gate that ftands 

in my way: when am in town, I am conttantly to fe feen at 
fome of the public places, at the proper times for making my ap- 
pearance. as at Vaux Hall, or Marybone, about ten, very drunk 
for though I do’nt love wine, Lam obliged to be confumedly drunk 


five or fix nights in the week; nay fometimes five or fix days 


Oo 


together, for the fake of my character. Wherever ] come, I am 
fure to make all the-confufton, and do all the mifchief I can; 
not for the fake of doing mifchief, but only out of frolic you 
know, to te my vivacity. Ifthere are women near me, I fwear 
like a devil to fhew my courage, and talk bawdy to fhew my wit. 
Under the Lesa I am a curfed favourite amongft them; and 
have had “ bonne fortune” let me tell you. Ido love the little 
rogues hellifhly: but faith I make love for the good of the public; 
and the town is obliged to me for a dozen or two of the fineft 
wenches that were ever brought into its feraglios. One, indeed, I 
loft; and, poor fond foul! I pitied her: but it could not be helped 
— felf prefervation obliged me to leave her — I] could not tell her 
what was the matter with her, rot me if I could; and fo it got 
fuch a head, that the devil himfelf could not have faved her. 


TueEre’s one thing vexes me: I have much ado to avoid 
having that infignificant character, a good natured fellow, fixed 
upon me; fo that [am obliged in my own defence to break the 
boy’s head, and kick my whore down ftairs every time I enter a 
night houfe: I pick quarrels when I am not offended, break the 
windows of men I never faw, demolifh lamps, bilk hackney 
coachmen, overturn wheelbarrows, and ftorm night cellars: I beat 
the watchman though he bids me good morrow, abufe the con- 
ftable, and infult the juftice: for thefe feats I am frequently kicked, 
beaten, pumped, profecuted, and imprifoned ;. but Tim is no Flin- 
cher; and if he does not get fame, blood! he will deferve it. 


I Am now writing at a coffee houfe, where I am juft arrived, 
after a journey of fifty miles which I have rode in four hours. 
I knocked up my blockhead’s horfe two hours ago. The dog 
whipped and fpurred at fach arate, that I dare fay you may t track 

him 
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him half the way by the blood; but all would not do. The devi! 
take the hindmoft, is always my way of travelling. .The moment 
{ difmounted, down dropt Dido, by Jove: and here am I all alive 
and merry, my old boy! 


Tx tell thee what; I was a hellifh afs tother day. I thot a 
damn’d clean mare through the head, for jumping out of the road 
to avoid running over an old woman. But the bitch threw me, 
and I got a curfed flice on the cheek againft a flint, which put 
me in a paflion; who could help it you know? Rot me! I would 
not have loft her for five hundred old women, with all their 
brats, and the brats of their brats to the third generation. — She 
was a {weet creature! I would have run her five and twenty 
miles in an hour, for five hundred pounds. But fhe’s gone! — 
Poor jade! 1 did love thee, that I did. 


Now what you fhall do for me old boy is this. Help to raife 
my name a little, d’ye mind: write fomething in praife of us 
fprightly pretty fellows. I affure you we take a great deal of 
pains for fame, and ’tis hard we fhould be bilkt. I would not 
trouble you, my dear; but only I fear I have not much time be- 
fore me to do my own bufinefs; for between you and I, both 
amy conftitution and eftate are damnably out at elbows. I intend 
to make them {pin out together as evenly as poffible; but if my 
purfe fhould happen to leak fafteft, I propofe to go with my laft 
half crown to Ranelagh gardens, and there, if you approve the 
{cheme, V’ll mount one of the upper alcoves, and repeat with 
an heroic air, 


«© Pll boldly venture on the world unknown ; 
“ Tt cannot ufe me worfe than this has done.” 


TV1l then fhoot myfelf thro’ the head; and fe, good by’tye. 
Oo y ¥. 
Yours, as you ferve me, 
ea 


TIM. WILDGOOSE. 
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I sHoutp little deferve the notice of a perfon fo illuftrious as 
the hero who honours me with the name of brother, if I fhould 
cavil at his principles or refufe his requeit. According to the 
moral philofophy which is now in fafhion, and adopted by many 
of * the dull dogs who write books,” the gratification of ap- 
petite is virtue ; and appetite, therefore, I thall allow to be noble, 
notwithftanding the obje@tions of thofe who pretend, that what- 
ever be its object, it can be good or ill in no other fenfe than 
ftature or complexion,. and that the voluntary effort only is moral 
by which appetite is direGted or reftrained, by which it is brought 
under the government of reafon and rendered fubfervient to moral 
purpofes. 


Bur with whatever efforts of heroic virtue my correfpondent 
may have laboured to gratify his “ thirft of glory”, I am afraid 
he will be difappointed. It is, indeed, true, that like the heroes 
of antiquity, whom fucceffive generations have honoured with 
ftatues and panegyric, he has fpent his life in doing mifchief to 
others without procuring any real good to himfelf: but he has 
not done mifchief enough; he has not facked a city or fired a 
temple ; he acts only againft individuals in a contraGted {phere, and 
is loft among a croud of competitors, whofe merit can only con- 
tribute to their mutual obfcurity, as the feats which are perpetually 
performed by innumerable adventurers muft foon become too 
common to confer diftinGion. 


In behalf of fome among thefe candidates for fame, the legif- 
lature has, indeed, thought fit to interpofe ; and their atchieve- 
ments are with great folemnity rehearfed and recorded in a temple, 
of which I know not the celeftial appellation, but on earth it is 
called Justice Hatt in the Old Baily. 


As the reft are utterly neglected, I cannot think of any ex- 
pedient to gratify the noble thirft of my correfpondent and his 
compeers, but that of procuring them admiffion into this clafs; 
an attempt in which I do not defpair of fuccefs, for I think I can 

demonftrate 
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‘demonftrate their right, and I will not fuppofe it pofflible. that 
when this is done they will be excluded. 


_ Upon the moft diligent examination of ancient hiftory and 
modern panegyric, I find that no action has ever been held ho- 
nourable in fo high a degree, as killing men: this, indeed, is one 
of the feats which our legiflature has thought fit to refcue from 
oblivion, and reward in Justice Hatz; it has alfo removed: an 
abfurd diftin@tion, and, contrary to the practice of pagan anti- 
quity, has comprehended the killers of women, among thofe 
who deferve the rewards that have been decreed to homicide. 
Now he may fairly be confidered as a killer, who feduces a 
young beauty from the fondnefs of a parent, with whom the en- 
joys health and peace, the protettion of the laws, and the {mile 
of fociety, to the tyranny of a bawd, and the exceffes of a 
brothel, to difeafe and diftraction, ftripes, infamy, and imprifon- 
ment ; calamities which cannot fail to render her days not only 
evil but few. It may, perhaps, be alleged, that the woman was 
not wholly paffive, but that in fome fenfe fhe may be confidered 
as felo de fe. This, however, is mere cavil; for the fame may 
be faid of him who fights when he can run away ; and yet it has 
always been deemed more honourable, to kill the combatant than 


the fugitive. 


















































Tr this claim then of the Broop be admitted, and I do not 
fee how it can be fet afide, I propofe that after his remains fhall 
have been refcued from duft and worms, and confecrated in the 
temple of Hycera, called SurcGeon’s Hart, his bones 
fhall be purified by proper luftrations, and erected into a ftatue ; 
that this ftatue fhall be placed in a niche, with the name of the 
hero of which it is at once the remains and the monument 
written over it, among many others of the fame rank, in the gal- 
lery of a fpacious building, to be erected by lottery for that pur- 
pofe: I propofe that this gallery be called the BLoon’s GaLiery; 
and, to prevent the labour and expence of emblazoning the at- 
chievements of every individual, which would be little more than 


repeating the fame words, that an infcription be placed over the 
door 
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door to this effect; ‘* This gallery is facred to the memory and 
«‘ the remains of the Broops; heroes who lived in perpetual 
¢ hoftility againft themfelves and others; who contraéted difeafes 
“© by excefs that precluded enjoyment, and who continually per- 
“« petrated mifchief not in anger but fport: who purchafed this 
“« diftinétion at the expence of life ; and whofe glory would 
“* have been equal to ALEXANDER’s, if their power had not 
* been lefs.” 
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TUESDAY, Oéfober 16, 1753. 





——— Magnis tamen excidit aufis. Ovip. 


Per WES T has always been the practice of mankind, to 

Se. judge of actions by the event. The fame at- 
tempts, conducted in the fame manner, but 
terminated by different fuccefs, produce diffe- 
rent judgements: they who attain their withes, 
never want celebrators of their wifdom and 





their virtue ; eh they that mifcarry, are quickly difcovered to 
have been defective not only in mental but in moral qualities. 
The world will never be long without fome good reafon to hate 
the unhappy; their real faults are immediately detected, and if 
thofe are not fufficient to fink them into infamy, an additional 
weight of calumny will be fuperadded: he that fails in his en- 
deavours after wealth or power, will not long retain either ho- 
nefty or courage. 
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Tuts fpecies of injuftice has fo long prevailed in univerfal prac- 
tice, that it feems likewife to have infected {peculation: fo few minds 
are able to feparate the ideas of greatnefs and profperity, that even 
Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE has determined, that “ he who can 


“ deferve the name of .a Hero, muft not only be virtuous but for- 


‘¢ tunate. 
. 4° c q a fs oh een eo 5 att cx kee A ee ben lentes nn L. 
By this unreafonable diftribution of praife and blame, none have 
her a > E tae fes jcimtet eae $ ania 
fuffered oftener than ProjecTors, whofe rapidity of imagination 


} 


and vattnefs of defien, raife fuch envy in their fellow mortals, that 
evety eye watches for thei fall, and every heart exults’ at their 
diftreffes: yet “even a projectof may gain favour by fuccefs; and the 
tongue that was prepared to hifs, then endeavours to excell others 
in loudnefs of applaute. 

ee 


K7 y Ste 7 TGaADT A ™ ned 4 fo oy 3 F YT 
Wuen CoRIOLANUS, in SHAKESPEARE, deferted to AUFIDIUS, 
L 


try 
4 


the Volf{eian fervants at firft infultéd him, even while he ftood under 
2 } 
4 


Shi Bi 


Project took effect, and the ftranger was feated at the head of the 


table. one of them very judicioufly obferves, ‘* that he-always 
p) / y 
“¢ ‘thought there was more in him than he could think.” 


Macutaver has juftly animadverted on the different notice 
taken by all fucceeding times, of the two great projectors CATILINE 
snd C@sAr. Both formed the fame Project, and intended to raife 
therifelves to power, by fubverting the commonwealth: . they 
perfued their defign, perhaps, with equal abilities, and with equal 
virtue; but CaTiLine perifhed in the field, and Cmsar returned 
froin Pharfalia with unlimited authority: and from that time, 
evéry monarch of the earth has thought himfelf honoured by a 
comparifon with CasAr; and CATILINE Has been never men- 
tioned, but that his name might be applied to traitors and incen- 
diaries. 


In an age more remote, Xerxes projetted the conqueft of 
Greece, and brought down the power of Afia againft it: but 
after the world had been filled with expeCtation and terror; his 
army was beaten, his fleet was deftroyed, and XERXES has been 
never mentioned without contempt. 

A 
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A Few years afterwards, Greece likewife had her turn of giving 
birth to aPRojectTor; who invading Afia with a fmall army,: went 
forward_in fearch of adventures, and by his. efcape from one danger 
gained only more rafhnefs to rufh; into another; he ftormed city 
after city, over-ran kingdom after kingdom, fought battles only 
for barren victory, and invaded nations only that he might make 
his way through them to new invafions: but having been for- 

1 


tunate in the execution of his projects, he died with the name of 
ALEXANDER the GREAT. 


TueEsE are, indeed, events of ancient time; but human nature 
is always the fame, and every age will afford us inftances of 
public cenfures influenced by events. The great bufinefs of the 
middle. centuries, was the holy war; which undoubtedly was a 
noble Project, and was for a long time. profecuted with a {pirit 
equal to that with which it had been contrived: but the ardour of 
the European heroes. only hurried them to deftruction; for a 
long time they could not gain the territories for which they fought, 
and, when at laft gained, they could not keep them: their expe- 
ditions, therefore, have been the fcoff of idlenefs and ignorance, 
their underftanding and their virtue have been equally vilified, their 
condu& has been ridiculed, and their caufe has been defamed. 


Wuen Co.umpus had engaged king Ferdinand in the difcovery 
of the other hemifphere, the failors with whom he embarked in the 
expedition had fo little confidence in their commander, that after 
having been long at fea looking for coafts which they expected 
never to find, they raifed a general mutiny, and demanded to return: 
he found means to footh them into a permiffion to continue the 
fame courfe three days longer, and on the evening of the third 
day defcried land: had the impatience of his crew denied him a 
few hours of the time requefted, what had been his fate but to 
have come back with the infamy of a vain projector, who had 
betrayed the king’s credulity to ufclefs expences, and rifked his 
life in feeking countries that had no exiftence: how would thofe 
that had rejected, his: propofals, have triumphed in their acutene{s? 
and when would his name have been mentioned, but with the 
makers of potable, gold and malleable gla(s ? 
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Tue laft royal PRojecrors with whom the world has been 
troubled, were CHARLES of Swepen andthe Czar:of Muscovy. 
CHARLES, if any judgement-may be formed of his defigns by his 
meafures and his enquiries, had purpofed firft to dethrone the 
Czar, then to lead his army through pathlefs defarts into China, 
thence to make his way’by the fword through the whole circuit 
of Afia, and by the conqueft of Turkey ‘to unite Sweden with 
his new dominions: -but this mighty Project was crufhed at Pul- 
towa, and Cuarues has fince been confidered'as a madman by 
thofe powers, who fent their embaffadors to follicit his friendfhip, 
and their-generals to ‘© learn under him the art-of war.” 


THE Czar found employment fufficient in his own dominions, 
and amufed himfelf in digging canals, and building cities ; mur- 
dering his fubje€ts with infufferable fatigues, and tranfplanting 
nations from one corner of his dominions to another, without re- 
gretting the thoufands that perifhed on the way: but he attained 
his end, he made his people formidable, and is numbered by fame 
among the Demi-gods. 


I am far from intendjng to vindicate the fanguinary projects 
of heroes and conquerors, and would with rather to diminith the 
reputation of their fuccefs, than the infamy of their mifcarriages : 
for I cannot conceive, why he that has burnt cities, and wafted 
nations, and filled the world with horror and defolation, fhould 
be more kindly regarded by mankind, than he that died in the 
rudiments of wickednefs; why he that accomplifhed mifchief 
fhould be glorious, and he that only endeavoured it fhould be 
criminal; I would wifh.Casar and Catitinr, XERXES and 


ALEXANDER, CHARLES and Peter, huddled together in obfcu- 
rity or deteftation. 


Bur there is another fpecies of ProyecTors, to whom I would 
willingly conciliate mankind ; whofe ends are generally laudable, 
and whofe labours ‘are innocent; who are fearching out new powers 
of nature, or contriving new works of art; but who are yet per- 
fecuted with inceffant obloquy, and whom. the univerfal contempt 
with which they are treated, often debars from that fuccefs which 

their 
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their induftry would obtain, .if it were permitted to a@ without 
oppofition. 


Tury who find themfelves inclined to cenfure new under- 
takings, only becaufe they are new, fhould confider, that the folly 
of Projection is very feldom the folly of a fool; it is commonly 
the ebullition of a capacious mind, crouded with variety of know- 
ledge, and heated with intenfenefs of thought ; it proceeds often 
from the confcioufnefs of uncommon powers, from the confidence 
of thofe, who having alteady done much, are eafily perfuaded that 
they can do more: when Row ery had completed the Orrery, he 
attempted the perpetual motion; when Boy te had exhaufted the 
fecrets of vulgar chemiftry, he turned his thoughts to the work of 


tran{mutation. 


A projector generally unites thofe qualities which have the 
faiveft claim to veneration, extent of knowledge and greatnefs of 
defign: it was faid of CATILINE, “ immoderata, incredibilia, 
‘* nimis alta femper cupiebat :” projectors of all kinds agree in their 
intellects, though they differ in their morals they all fail -by at- 
tempting things beyond their power, by defpifing vulgar attain- 
ments, and afpiring to performances to which, perhaps, nature 
has not proportioned the force of man: when they fail, therefore, 
they fail not by idlenefs or timidity, but by rafh adventure and 


fruitlefs diligence. 


TuatT the attempts of fuch men will often mifcarry, we may 
reafonably expect; yet from fuch men, and fuch only, are we to 
hope for the cultivation of thofe parts of nature which lie yet 
wafte, and the invention of thofe arts which are yet wanting to 
the felicity of life. If they are, therefore, univerfally difcouraged, 
art and difcovery can make no advances. Whatever is attempted 
without previous certainty of fuccefs, may be confidered as a PRo- 
JECT, and amongft narrow minds may, therefore, expofe its author 
to cenfure and contempt; and if the liberty of laughing be once 
indulged, every man will laugh at what he does not underftand, 
every Project will be confidered as madnefs, and every great or 
new defign will be cenfured as a Project. Men, unaccuftomed to 
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veafon and refearches, think every enterprife impracticable, which is 
extended beyond common effets, or comprifes many intermediate 
operations. Many that prefume to laugh at Pro JECTORS, would 
coniider.a flight through the air.in a winged chariot; and the move- 
ment of a mighty engine by the fteam of water, as equally the 
dreams of mechanic lunacy ;. and would hear, with equal negli- 
gence, of the union of the'Thames and Severn by a-canal, and 
the {cheme of Albuquerque the viceroy of the Indies, who in the 
tage of hoftility had contrived to make Egypt a barren defart, by 
turning the Nile into the Red Sea. 


Tose who have attempted much, have feldom failed to ‘per- 
form more than thofe who never deviate from the common roads 
of action: many valuable preparations of chemiftry, . are fappofed 
to have rifen from unfuccefsful enquiries after the grand elixir: it 
1s,. therefore, juit. to encourage thofe, whe endeavour ‘toenlarge 
the power of art, fince they often fucceed beyond expectation:; 
and when they fail, may fometimes benefit the world even by their 


mulcarriages, 
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SATURDAY, OGfober 20, 1753. 





Nemo repente fuit tur piffimus,—— UN. 


To the ADVENTURER. 





os HOUGH the characters of men have, per- 
? haps, been effentially the fame in all ages, yet 
their external appearance has changed with 
other peculiarities of time and place, and they 
have been diftinguifhed by different names as 
new modes of expreflion have prevailed: a 
periodical writer, therefore, who catches the 
picture of evanefcent life, and fhews the de- 
formity of follies which in a few years will be fo changed as not 
to be known, fhould be careful to exprefs the character when he 
defcribes the appearance, and to connect it with the name. by 
VOL. Tl: a Hh which 
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which it then happens to be called. You have frequently ufed 


the terms Buck and BLoop, and have given fome account of 
the charaéters which are thus denominated ; but you have not con- 
hem as the laft ftages of a regular progreffion, nor taken 
any notice of thofe which precede then. Their dependance upon 


1 


ach other is, indeed, fo little known, that many fuppofe them 


fidered t 


{ 


o be diftinét and collateral claffles, formed by perfons of oppofite 
interefis, taftes, capacities, and difpofitions: the fcale, however, 
confifts of eight degrees; GREENHORN, JEMMy, JEssamy, 
SMART, Honest-FELLow, Joyous Spirit, Bucx, and Broop. 
As I have myfelf pafied through the whole feries, I thall explain 
ation by a fhort account of my life, remarkine the eriods 
J Py, > oO 

y character changed its denomination. and the particular 
=, | e] 

s by which the change was produced. 


Cc 
t 





My father was a wealthy farmer in Yorkthire; and when I 
was near eighteen years of age, he brough 1 
ghteen years of age, he brought me up to London, 


and put me apprentice to a confiderable fhopkeeper in the City. 
There was an aukward modeft fimplicity in my manner, and 


bh 


a reverence of religion and virtue in my converfation. The novelt 
of the fcene, that was now placed before me, in- which there 


: 
were innumerable objects that J never conceived to exift, rendered 

ne attentive and credulous; peculiarities, which, without a pro- 
vincial accent, a flouch in my gait, a long lank head of hair, and 
an unfafhionable fuit of drab coloured cloth, would have denomi- 
nated me a GREENHORN, or, in other words, a country put very 
ereen. 


GREEN, then, I continued even in externals near two years ; 
and in this ftate I was the obje& of univerfal contempt and deri- 
fion: but being at length wearied with merriment and infult, I 
was very fedulous to affume the manners and appearance of thofe, 
who in the fame ftation were better treated. I had already im- 
proved greatly in my fpeech ; and my father having allowed me 
thirty pounds a year for apparel and pocket money, the greater 
part of which I had faved, I befpoke a fuit of cleaths of an 
eminent city taylor, with feveral waiftcoats and breeches, and 
two frocks for a change: I cut off my hair, and procured a brown 
bob perriwig of WILDING juft of the fame colour, with a fingle 
tow of curlls round the bottom, which I wore very nicely 
combed, and without powder : my hat, which had been cocked 
with great exa¢tnefs in an equilateral triangle, I difgarded, and 
purchafed one of a more fathionable fize, the fore corner of 
which projected near two inches further than thofe on each fide, 
and was moulded into the fhape of a fpout: I alfo furnithed my- 


felf 
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felf with a change of white thread ftockings, took care that my 
pumps were varnifhed every morning with the new German 
blacking ball, and when I went out ca ane in my hand a little 
fwitch, which, as it has been long appendant to the character 
that I had juft affumed, has taken the fame name, and is called a 
JemMMY. 


Isoon perceived the advantage of this transformation. My 
manner had not, indeed, kept pace with my drefs; I was ftill 
modeft and diffident, temperate and fober, and confequently ftill 
fubject to ridicule: but I was now admitted into ) Company, from 
which I had before been excluded by the rufticity of my appearance ; 

I was rallied and encouraged by turns; and I was inftructed both 
by ge and example. Some offers were made of carrying me 
to a houfe of private entertainment, which then I PNA feo 
fufed; but I foon found the way into the playhoute, to fee the 
two laft aéts and the farce: here I learned, that by breaches of 
chaftity no man was thought to incur either guilt or fhame; but 
that on the contrary, they were effentially neceflary to the character 
of a fine gentleman. I foon copied the original, which I found 
to be univerfally admired, in my morals, and made fome farther 
approaches to it in my drefs: 1 fuffered my hair to grow long 
enough to comb back over the fore top of my wig, which, when 
I fallied forth to my evening amufement, I changed to a quctie ; 
I tied the collar of my fhirt with half an ell of black ribbon, which 
appeared under my neckcloth; the fore corner of my Hat was 
confiderably elevated and thortened, fo that it no longer refembled 
a fpout, but the corner of a minced pie; my waiftcoat was 
edged with a narrow lace, my ftockings were filk, and I never ap- 
peared without a pair of clean gloves. My addres, from its 
native mafculine plainnefs was converted to an excefs of fOfAes and 
civility, efpecially when I {poke to the ladies. I had before made 
fome progrefs i in learning to fwear; I had proceeded by fegs, faith, 
pox, plague, ‘pon my life,” pon my foul, rat it, and Deere tS 
zauns and the divill. I now advanced to by. Jove, “fore ged, 
geds curfe it, and demme: but [ ftill uttered thefe interjeétions 
in a tremulous tone, and my pronunciation was feminine and 
vicious. I was fenfible of my defects, and, therefore, applied 
with great diligence to remove chem. I frequently practi! fed 
alone, but it was a long time before I could {wear fo much to 
my own fatisfaction in company, as by myfelf. My labour, 
however, was not without its reward; it recommended me to 
the notice of the ladies, and procured me the gentle appellation 
f JESSAMY. 
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I now learned among -other ee OwN GENTLEMEN to dance, 
which greatly enlarged my-acquaintance ; I entered intoa fubfcrip- 
for coun try dances once a week at at fain Bnei each gen- 
tleman engaged to bring-a partner: at rhe fame time I made con- 
fiderabl J | e damme with a 
l found, and look 

\ the face of the perfon to whom I {poke. About 
this time my father’s elder brother died, and left me an eftate of 
near five hundred “ape” nds per annum. 1 now bought out the re- 
mainder of my time; and this fudden acceffion of wealth and in- 
de nanvalte gave me immediately an air of greater confidence and 
freedom. I laid out near one hundred and fifty pounds in cloaths, 
though I was obliged to go into mourning: J employed a court 
; 


tion 


— 


om 
} 


Ld ind ¥ } 
advances in {wearing ; I could pronounc 
full 





re) oO oO 

taylor to make them up; I excha unger my queue for a bag ; I put 
on a {word prey in appeara ance at leaft, was a Teledin ; ee in 
proportion as I knew my drefs to be elegant, I was lefs follicitous 


to beimneat. ey, acquaintance now encreafed every hour; I was 
attended, flattered, and carefled; was often invited to entertain- 
poare fupped every night at a tavern, and went home in a chair; 
was taken notice of in public places, and was univerfally confefled 
to be: Bete: into a SMART. | 

HERE were fome intervals in which I found it neceffary to 
abftain from wenching; and in thefe, at whatever rifque, 1 ap- 
plied m yfelf to the bottle: a habit of drinki ing came infenfibly 
upon me, and I was foon able to walk home with a bottle and a 
pint. I had learned a fufficient number of fafhionable toafts, and 
got by heart feveral toping and feveral bawdy fongs, fome of 
whichal ventured to roar out witha friend hanging on my arm 
as we {coured the, {treet after our nocturnal revel. I now laboured 
with indefatigable induftry to encreafe thefe _acquifitions: I en- 
larged my ftock of healths ; made great progrefs in n finging, joking, 

and {tory telling ; {wore well ; Coad make a coaens ot fuiaabh 
topers drunk ; always collected the reckoning, and was the _laft 


my 
¥ 
2s 


3 
man that departed. My face began to be covered with red 
pimples and my eyes to be weak; I became daily more negligent 
of my ay and more blunt in ny manner; I profeffed myfelf a 
foe to ftarters and milkfops, declared that Hi: e was no enjoyment 
equal to that of a bottle and a friend, and foon gained the appel- 
lation of an Honest FELitow. 


By this diftinétion I was animated to attempt yet greater ex- 
cellence; I learned feveral feats of aed of the cage players, 
could take off known characters, tell a ftaring ftory, and humbug 
with fo much {kill as fometimes to take-in a knowing one. I 

was 
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was fo fuccefsful in the practice of thefe arts, to which, indeed, 
I applied myfelf with unwearied diligence and affiduity, that I 
‘kept my company roaring with applaufe, till their voices funk by 
degrees, and they were no longer able to laugh, becaufe they were 
no longer able either to hear or to fee. JI had now afcended an- 
other {cale in the climax ; and was acknowledged by all who‘knew 


me, to be a Joyous SPIRIT, 


AFTER all thefe topics of merriment were exhaufted, and I 
had repeated my tricks, my ftories, my jokes and my fongs, till 
they grew infipid, I became mifchievous; and was continually de- 
vifing and executing FRotics, to the unfpeakable delight of my 
companions, and the injury of others. For many of them I was 

rofecuted, and frequently obliged to pay large damages; but I 
bore all thefe loffes with an air of jovial indi ference, I ‘pufhed on 
in my career, I was more defperate in proportion as I had lefs to 
lofe, and being deterred from no mifchief by the dread of its con- 
fequences, I was faid to run at all, and complemented with the 
name of Buck. 


My eftate was at length mortgaged for more than it was worth ; 
my creditors were importunate; I became negligent of myfelf 
and of others; I made a defperate effort at the gaming table, and 
loft the laft fum that I could raife; my eftate was feized by the 
mortgagee ; I learned to pack cards and to cog a die; became a 
bully to whores ; paffed my nights in a brothel, the ftreet, or the 
watch houfe ; was utterly aban of fhame, and lived upon the 
town as a born of prey in a foreft. Thus I nea the fummit of 
modern glory, and had juft acquired the diftinGtion of a Bioop, 
when I was arrefted for an old debt of three hundred pounds, and 
thrown into the King’s Bench prifon. 


Tuese characters, Sir, though they are diftinet, poly Oe not a 
ali differ, otherwife than as fhades«of the fame colo 
though they are {tages of a regular progrefiion, yet th 
progrefs i is not made by every individual: fome are fo foon initiate 
in the myfteries of the town, that th * are never publicly known 
in their GREENHORN {ftate, others fix long i JEMMYE . 
others are JEssAmys at folate ore, and fox me ftagnate in each of 
the higher ftages for life. But 1 requeft that they may never here- 
after Be confounded either 1 by you or your correfpondents. Of the 
Bioop, your brother Adventurer, Mr. WiipcGooss, though 
afflumes the character, does not feem to have a ju By and precife 
idea as diftinct from the Buck, in which clafs he fhould be 
placed, and will probably die; for he {feems determined * fhoot 
uimfel f, 
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himfelf, juft at the time when his circumftances will enable him 
to affume the higher diftinction. 


But the retrofpect upon life, which this letter has made necef= 
fary, covers me with confufion, and aggravates defpair. I cannot 
but reflect, that among all thefe characters, I have never affumed 
that of a Man. Man is a REASONABLE rene which he ceafes 
to be, who difguifes his body with ridiculous fopperies, or degrades 
his mind by deteftible brut ality. ‘Thefe thoughts would have been 
of great ufe to me, if they had occurred (eer years ago. If they 
ate of tule to you, I hope you will fend me a fmall gratuity for 
my labour, to all eviate the mifery of hunger and nakednefs : 
but, dear o let your bounty be fpeedy, left I perith before it 

arrive. 

I am your humble fervant, 


Common fide, King’s Bench, 
Oe. IBAcr7 5 9: NOMENTANUS. 
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— Eft ubi peccat. Hor. 


To the ADVENTURER. 





PEER NESS F- we confider the high rank which Mitron 
WAN “po has defervedly obtained among our few Englith 





claffics, we cannot wonder at the multitude 


of commentaries and criticifms of which he 
has been the fubject. To thefe I have added® 
wt 





fome mifcéllaneous remarks; and if you 


fhould at inclined to reject them as trifling, you may, 
perhaps, determine to admit them, when you reflect that they are 


new. 








Tue defcription of Eden in the fourth book of the PaRApDIsE 
Lost, and the battle of the angels in the fixth, are ufually felected 
VOL. II, Ti as 
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asthe moft ftriking examples of a florid and vigorous imaginations 
but it requires much greater ftrength of mind, to form an af 
femblage of natural objects, and range them wit! propriety, and 
beauty, than to bring together the ercateft vari : 
{plendid images, without any regard to their ufe or congruity: as 
in painting, he who, by the force of his imagination, can delineate 
a land{chape, is deemeda greater mafter than he, who, by heaping 
rocks of coral upon teflelated. pavements, can only make abfurdity 
{plendid, and difpofe gaudy colours*fo as beft to fete off each 
other. 

“ SAPHIRE fountains that rolling over orient Peary run 
** NecTAr, rofes without thorns, trees that bear fruit of VEGE- 
‘““ TABLE GoLp, and that weep odorous gums and balms,” are 
eafily feigned; but having no relative beauty as pictures of nature, 
nor any abfolute excellence as derived from truth, they can only 
pleafe'thofe; who when they read- exercife- no faculty but fancy; 
and admire becaufe-they do not think. 


Ir I fhall not be thought to digrefs. wholly. from. my {abject I 
‘would illuftrate this remark, by comparing two pafiages, written 
by Mirron and Fiercuer, on nearly the fame fubje&t. The 
{pirit in Comus thus pays his addrefs of thanks to the Water. 
nymph Sabrina; 


May thy brimmed waves for this, 
Their full tribute never mifs 
From.a thoufand petty rills, 

That tumble down the {nowy hills: 
Summer drought, or finged air, 
Never fcorch thy treffes fair ; 

Nor wet O€tober’s torrent flood 


Thy molten chryftal fill with mud: 


Thus far the wifhes are moft proper for the welfare of a river 
goddefs; the circumftance of fummer ‘not {corching her trefles, 
is highly poetical and elegant: but what follows, though it is 
pompous and majeftic, is unnatural and far fetched, 


4 


May 
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May thy billows roll afhore 

The beryl, and the golden ore: 

May thy lofty head be crown’d 
‘With many a tow’r and terras round; 
And here and there, thy banks upon, 


With groves of myrrh and cinnamon! 


‘The. circumftance in the third and fourth lines is happily fancied; 
but what idea can the reader have of an Enciisu River rolling 
“Gotp and the Brervt afhore, or of groves of CINNAMON growing 
on its banks? The images in the following paflage of FLETCHER 


are all fimple and real, all appropriated and ftrictly natural : 


For: thy kindnefs to.me fhown, 
Never from thy banks be blown 
Any tree, with windy force, 

Crofs thy ftream to ftop thy -courfe: 
May. no béaft that comes to drink, 
With his horns caft down thy, brink: 
May. none:that for thy fith do look, 
Cut. thy, banks:to dam thy: brook; 
Barefoot may no neighbour wade 

In thy cool ftreams, wife or maid, 
When the {pawn on ftones do lie, 
To wath their hemp, and fpoil the fry. 


Tue glaring picture of Paradifeis not, in my opinion, fo ftrong 
an evidence of MizTon’s: force of imagination, as. his reprefen- 
tation of ApAm and Eve when they left it, and of the paffions 
with which they were agitated on that event. 


AcainstT his battle,of the Angels Lhave the fame: objections: as 
againit his garden of Eden. He has endeavoured to elevate his 
combatants, by giving them the enormous flature of giants in ro- 
mances, books of which he was known to be fond; and the 
prowefs and behaviour of Micuarxt as much refemble the feats 

of 


3° 


he 




















































































































ff: THEA DWENTURMERT Nosror 


of ArrosTo’s Knights, as his two-handed {word does the weapons 
of chivalry. I think the fublimity of his genius much more vifable, 


in the firft appearance of the fallen Angels; the debates of the in- 


fernal peers; the paflage of Satan through the dominions of Chaos, 
and his adventure with Sin and Death; the miffion of RAPHAEL 


to Apam; the converfations between Apam and his wife the 
creation: the account which Apam gives of his firft fenfations, 


the whole behaviour of Anam and Eve after the firft tranfgref- 
fion; and the profpect of the various ftates of the world, and hif- 


tory of man, exhibited in vifion to ADAM. 


In this vifion, MrirTon judicioufly reprefents ADAM, as ig- 
norant of what difafter had befallen ABEL, when he was.murdered 
by his brother: but during his converfation with Rapuagt, the 
poet feems: to have forgotten this neceffary and natural ignorance 


hat 


of the firftt man. How was it poffible for ADAM to difcern w 
the ANGEL meant, by “ cubic phalanxes, by planets of afpect 
«¢ malign, by encamping on the foughten field, by van and rear, 
“ by ftandards and gonfalons and glittering tiffues, by the girding 
« fword, by embattled fquadrons, chariots, and faming arms and 
«© fiery fteeds?” And although, ADAM poflefled a fuperior degree 
of knowledge, yet doubtlefs he had not fkill enough in chemiftry 


to underftand RapHAEL, who informed him, that 


permeates 





Sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with fubtle art, 
Concoctrp and ADUSTED, they reduc’d 


To blackeft grain, and into ftore convey’d. 


And, furely, the nature of cannon was not much explained to 
Apam, who neither knew or wanted the ufe of iron tools, by tel- 


| ling him, that they refembled the hollow bodies of oak or' fir, 


With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell’d. 
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He that never beheld the brute creation but in its paftimes and 
fports, muft have greatly wondered, when the Ancex exprefled 
the flight of the Satanic hoft, by faying, that they fled 


As a herd 


Of goats, or Timorous flock, together throng’d. 








_ Bur as there are many exuberances in this poem, there appears 
to be alfo fome defects. As the ferpent was the inftrument of 
the temptation, Mizron minutely defcribes its beauty and allure- 
ments: and I have frequently wondered, that he did not, for the 
fame reafon, give a more elaborate defcription of the tree of life ; 
efpecially as he was remarkable for his knowledge and imitation 
of the Sacrep Wririncs, and as the following paflage in the 
REVELATIONS afforded him a hint, from which his creative fancy 
might have worked up a ftriking picture: “ In the midit of the 
© ftreet of it, and of either fide the river, was there the tree of 
«* life; which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
‘’ every’month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
« of the nations:” 


At the end of the fourth book, fufpenfe and attention are ex- 
cited to the utmoft ; a combat between Satan and the guardians of 
Eden is eagerly expected, and curiofity is impatient for the action 
. and the cataftrophe: but this horrid fray is prevented, expetation 
is cut off, and curiofity difappointed, by an expedient which, 
though applauded by Appison and Pope, and imitated from 
Homer and Virait, will be deemed frigid and inartificial, by 
all who judge from their own fenfations, and are not content to 
eccho the decifion of others. ‘The golden balances are held forth, 
‘© which,” fays the poet, ‘‘ are yet feen betwixt Aftrea and the 
© Scorpion: ” Satan looks up, and perceiving that his fcale mounted 
aloft, departs with the fhades of Night. ‘To make fuch a ule, at 
fo critical a time, of Lipra, a mere imaginary fign of the Zodiac, 
is fcarcely juftifiable in a poem founded on religious truth. 
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Amonc innumerable beauties in the Paraprse Lost, I think 
the moft tranfcendant is the fpeech of Satan at the beginning of 
the ninth book; in which his unextinguifhable pride and fierce 


4° 


indignation againft GOD, and his envy towards Man, are fo 
blended with an involuntary approbation of goodnefs, and difdain 
of the meannefs and bafenefs of his prefent undertaking, \as to 
render it, on account of the propriety of its fentiments and its 
turns of paflion, the moft natural, moft {pirited, and truly dra- 
matic fpeech, that is, perhaps, to be found in any writer whether 
ancient or modern: and yet Mr. Appison has paffed it over, un- 
and unnoticed. 


Ir an apology fhould be deemed neceffary for the freedom here 
ufed with our inimitable bard, let me conclude in the words of 
Lonernus : “‘ Whoever was carefully to colleét the blemithes of 
“ Homer, DEMosTHENES, PLATO, and of other celebrated 
“‘ writers of the fame rank, would find they bore not the leaft 
“* proportion to the fublimities and excellencies with which their 
« works abound.” 


Iam, SIR, 
Your humble fervant, 


PALHOPHILUS, 


LONDON: Printed for J. PA YN E, at Pope’s Head in Pater-nofter-row ; 
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Quid tam dextro pede concipis, ut te 
Conatus non peniteat votique perach? Juv. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


Sieg BL 
CBX LVS H AV E been for many years a trader in Lon- 


SS 
fy’: 2 don. My begining was narrow, and my ftock 
“A (mall; Iwas, therefore, a long time brow- 
beaten and defpifed by thofe, who having more 
SF} money thought they had mote merit than my~ 
EWG. felf. I-did not, however, fuffer my refent- 
ment to inftigate me to any mean arts of fupplantation, norm: 
eagernefs of riches to betray me to any indirect methods of gain 
I perfued- my bufinefs with inceflant affiduity, fupported by the 
hope of being one day richer than thofe who contemned me ; anc 
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had upon every annual review of my books, the fatisfa@tion of 
finding my fortune increafed beyond my expectation. 


In a few years my induftry and probity were fully recompenfed, 
my wealth was really great, and my reputation for wealth ftill 
greater. I had large warehoufes crouded with goods, and confider- 
able fums in the public funds; I was carefled upon the Exchange 
by the moft eminent merchants; became the oracle of the common 
council; was follicited to engage in all commercial undertakings ; 
was flattered with the hopes of becoming in a fhort time one 
of the directors of a wealthy company ; and to complete my mer- 
cantile honours enjoyed the expenfive happinefs of fining. for 
Sheriff. 


Ricuzs, you know, eafily produce riches: when I had arrived 
to this degree of wealth, I had no longer any obftruction or Op- 
polition to fear; new acquifitions were hourly brought within my 
reach, and I continued for fome years longer to heap thoufands 
upon thoufands. 


AT laft Irefolved to complete the circle of a citizen’s prof- 
perity by the purchafe of an eftate in the country, and to clofe 
my life in retirement. From the hour that this defign entered my 
imagination, I found the fatigues of my employment every day more 
oppreflive, and perfuaded myfelf that 1 was no longer equal to per- 
petual attention, and that my health would foon be deftroyed by 
the torment and diftra€tion of extenfive bufinefs. | could image 
to myfelf no happinefs, but in vacant jollity, and uninterrupted 
leifure ; nor entertain my friends with any other topic, than the 
vexation and uncertainty of trade, and the happinefs of rural pri- 
vacy. 


But notwithftanding thefe declarations, I could not at once re- 
concile myfelf to the thoughts of ceafing to get money; and 
though I was every day enquiring for a purchafe, I found fome 
reafon for rejecting all that were offered me; and, indeed, had 
accumulated fo many beauties and conveniencies in my idea of the 
{pot, where I was finally to be happy, that, perhaps, the world 

might 
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might have been travelled over, without difcovery of a place which 
would not have been defective in fome particular. 


Tuus I went on ftill talking of retirement, and fill refufine 
to retire; my friends began to laugh at my delays, and I erew 
afhamed to trifle longer with my own inclinations: an eftate was 
at length purchafed, I transferred my ftock to a prudent young 
man who had married my daughter, went down into the country, 
and commenced lord of a {pacious manor. 


Here for fome time I found happinefs equal to my expecta- 
tion. I reformed the old houfe according to the advice of the beft 
architects, I threw down the walls of the garden and inclofed it 
with palifades, planted long avenues of trees, filled a green-houfe 
with exotic plants, dug a new canal, and threw the earth into 
the old moat. 


Tue fame of thefe expenfive improvements brought in all 
the country to fee the fhow. I entertained my vifitors with great 
liberality, led them round my gardens, fhewed them my apart- 
ments, laid before them plans for new decorations, and was gra- 
tified by the wonder of fome and the envy of others. 


I was envied; but how little can one man judge of the condition 
of another? The time was now coming, in which affluence and 
{plendor could no longer make me pleafed with my‘felf. I had built 
till the imagination of the architect was exhaufted; I had added one 
convenience to another till I knew not what more to wih or to de- 
fion; I had laid out my gardens, planted my park, and compleated 
my water-works ; and what now remained to be done? what, but 
to look up to turfets of which when they were once raifed I had 
no farther ufe, to range over apartments where time was tarnifhing 
the furniture, to ftand by the cafcade of which I {fcarcely now 
perceived the found, and to watch the growth of woods that muft 
give their fhade to a diftant generation. 


In this gloomy inactivity, is every day begun and ended; the 
happinefs that I have been fo long procuring isnow at an end, be- 
caufe 
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caufe it has been procured; I wander from room to room till I am 
weary of myfelf; Iride out to a neighbouring hill in the centre of 
my eftate, from whence all my lands lie in profpect round me; I 
fee nothing that I jhave not feen’ before, and return home difap- 
pointed, though I knew that I had nothing to expect. 


In my happy days of bufinefs I had been accuftomed to rife 
early in the morning, and remember the time when I grieved that 
the night came fo foon upon me, and obliged me for a few hours 
to fhut out affluence and profperity. I now feldom fee the rifing 
fan, but “ to tell him,” with the fallen angel, “‘ how I hate his 
« beams.” I awake from fleep as to languor or imprifonment, 
and have no employment for the firftt hour but to confider by 
what art I fhall rid myfelf of the fecond. 1 protract the break- 
faft as long as I can, becaufe when it is ended I have no call for 
my attention, till I can with fome degree of decency grow impa- 
tient for my dinner. If I could dine all my life, I fhould be 
happy: I eat not becaufe I am hungry, but becaufe I am idle: 
but alas! the time quickly comes when I can eat no longer ; and 
{o ill does my conftitution fecond my inclination, that I cannot 
bear ftrong liquors: feven hours muft then be endured before I 
fhall fup ; but fupper comes at laft, the more welcome as it Is in 
a fhort time fucceeded by fleep. 


Sucu, Mr. ADVENTURER, is the happinefs, the hope of which 
{educed me from the duties and pleafures of a mercantile life. I 
fhall be told by thofe who read my narrative, that there are many 
means of innocent amufement, and many fchemes of ufeful employ- 
ment which I do not appear ever to have known; and that nature 
and art have provided pleafures, by which, without the drudgery 
of fettled bufinefs, the ative may be engaged, the folitary foothed, 
and the focial entertained. 


Tese arts, Sir, I have tried. When firft I took poffeffion of 
my eftate, in conformity to the tafte of my neighbours, I bought 
guns and nets, filled my kennel with dogs and my ftable with 
horfes ; but.a little experience fhewed me, that thefe inftruments 
of rural felicity would afford me few gratifications, I never fhot 


“but 
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but to mifs the mar zc, and, to confefs the tr utn, was airaia of the fire 


of my own gun. I could difcover‘no mufic in the cry of thedogs, 
nor could diveft myfelf of pity for the animal whofe peaceful and 


inoftenfive life was facrificed to our {port: I was not, indeed, al- 
ways at leifure to reflect upon her danger; for my horfe, who 
had been bred to the chace, did not always regard my choice 


either of {peed-or way, but leaped hedges and ditches at his own 
difcretion, and hurried me along with the do gs, to the great 


Ou 
Ea 
t 


Restate Pom abrothee portman. bic -aieeneh Af wanes aN 
VOrLION OF My FOUNCE 1poi tiimen 3: nis Cagerneis Ol periuit Once 
a 
q 
rn 
ii 


incited him to fwim a river; and I had leifure to refolve in the 


water,- that I would never hazard my life a 


Booxs I then ordered to be procured, and by the direStion of 
the vicar had in a few weeks a clofet ele egantly flirted You 
will, perhaps, be {urprized when I thall tell you, that when once 
I had ranged them according to their fizes, and piled them up in 
reguiar gradations, I had received all the pleafure which they 
could give me. Iam not able to excite in myfelf any curiofity after 
events which have been long pafled, and in which I can, ihubeds ore, 
have no intereft: I am utterly unconcerned to know whether 
‘TuLtty or DemosTHENeEs excelled in oratory, whether Han- 
NIBAL loft Italy by his own negligence or the corruption of his 
countrymen. I have no {kill in controverfial learning, nor can 
conceive why fo many volumes fhould have been writt. en upon 
queftions, which I have lived fo long and fo happily without un- 
derftanding. I once refolved to go through the volumes relating 
to the office of juftice of the peace, but found them fo crabbed 
and intricate, that in lefs than a month I defifted in defpair, and 
refolved to fupply my deficiencies by paying a competent falary to 
a {killful clerk. 


I am naturally inclined to hofpitality, and for fome time kept 
up a conftant intercourfe of vifits with the pe aa gentle- 
men; but though they are eafily brought about me by better 
wine thks they can find at any other houfe, I am not much re- 
lieved by their converfation ; they have no fkill in commerce or 
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the ftocks, and I have no knowledge -of the hiftory of families or 
the factions of the county. fo that when the firft civilities are 
over, they ufually talk to one another, and I am left alone in the 
midft of the company. Though I cannot drink .myfelf, I am 
obliged to encourage the circulation of the glafs; their mirth 
erows more turbulent and obftreperous, and before their merri- 
ment is at end, Iam fick with difguft, and, perhaps, reproached 
with my fobriety, or by fome fly infinuations infulted as a cit. - 


Sucu, Mr. ApvenTuRER, is the life to which I am con- 
demned by a foolifh endeavour to be happy by imitation; fuch 
is the happinefs to which I pleafed myfelf with approaching, 
and which I confidered as the chief end of my cares and my la- 
bours. I toiled year after year with chearfulnefs, in expeCtation 
of the happy hour in which I might be idle; the privilege of 
idlenefs is attained, but has not brought with it the bleffing of 


at =) 


Iam, 
T Yours, &c. 


MERCATOR. 
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——— Quid enim rattene timemus, 
Aut cupimus ? 














— Juv. 

558 N thofe remote times when, by the interven- 
® tion of Farries, men received good and evil, 
which {ucceeding generations could expect only 
from natural caufes; SoLiman, a mighty 


prince, reigned over a thoufand provinces in 





the diftant regions of the eaft. It is recorded 
of Sotiman that he had no favourite; but among the principal 


nobles of his court was OMARADDIN. 


OmaraAppDIN had two daughters, ALMERINE and SHELIMAH. 
At the birth of Armerine, the fairy Errarina had prefided; 
VOL. II byt and, 
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and, in compliance with the importunate and reiterated requeft of 
the parents, had endowed her with every natural excellence both 
of body and mind, and decreed that the fhould be fought in mar- 


riage by a fovereign prince. 


Wuen the wife of OMARADDIN was pregnant with Suzriman, 
the fairy ELFARINA, was again invoked; at which Fa RIMINA, 
another power of the aerial kingdom, was offended. Farimina 
was inexorable and cruel; the number of her votaries, therefore, 
was few. Exrarina was placable and benevolent; and fairies 
of this character were obferved to be fuperior in power, whether 
becaufe it 1s the nature of vice to defeat its own purpofe, or 
“whether the calm and equal tenor of a virtuous mind prevents 
thofe miftakes, which are committed in the tumult and precipita- 
tion of outrageous malevolence. But Farrmuya, from whatever 
caufe, refolved that her influence fhould not be wanting; the, 
therefore, as far as fhe was able, precluded the influence of Erra- 
RINA, by farft pronouncing the incantation which determined the 
fortune of the infant, whom the difcovered by divination.to be a 
girl. FariMina, that the innocent object of. her malice might 
be defpifed by others, and perpetually employed in tormenting her- 
felf, decreed, that her perfon fhould be rendered hideous by every 
{pecies of deformity, and that all her wifhes thould {pontaneoufly 


produce an oppofite effec. 


THE parents dreaded the birth of the infant under this maledic= 
tion, with which Exrrarina had acquainted them, and which 
fhe could not reverfe. The moment they beheld it, they were 
follicitous only to conceal it from the world; they confidered the 
complicated deformity of unhappy Sastimau, as fome reproach 
to themfelves ;. and as they could not hope to change her. appear- 


ance, 
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ance, they did not find themfelves interefted in her felicity. 
They made no requeft to Exrartna, that fhe would by any 
intelle@Qual endowment alleviate miferies which they thould not 
participate, but feemed content that a being fo hideous fhould 
fuffer perpetual difappeintment; and, indeed, they concurred to 
injure an infant, which they could not behold with complacency, 
by fending her with only one attendant to a remote caftle which 


ttood on the confines of a wood. 


ELFARINA, however, did not thus forfake innocence in diftrefs; 
but to counterbalance the evils of ebfcurity, neglect, and uglinefs, 
fhe decreed, that to the tafte of SHetimau the coarfeft food 
fhould be the moft exquifite dainty; that the-rags which covered 
her; fhould in her eftintation be equal to cloth of gold; that flie 
fhould prize a palace lefs tham a cottage; and that in. thefe cir- 
cunaftances love fhould bea ftranger to her breaft. To prevent 
the vexation which would arife from the continual difappointment 
of her wifhes, appeared at firft to be more difficult ; but this was 
at length perfeCtly effected by endowing her with content. 


WuiLEt SHELIMAH was immured in a remote caftle, negleted, 
and forgotten, every city in the dominions of Soriman conttix 
buted to decorate the perfon, or cultivate the mind of ALMERINRE, 
The houfe of her father was the refort of all who excelled in 
learning of whatever clafs; and asthe wit of ALMERINE was equal 


to her beauty, her knowledge: was foon equal to her wit. 


Tuus accomplifhed, fhe became. the obje@ of univerfal admi- 
ration; every heart throbbed at her approach, every tongue was 
filent when fhe fpoke; at the glance of her eye every cheek was 


covered..with.blufhes of diffidence or defire, and at her command 


every 
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every foot became (wift as that of the roe.” But ALMERINE, whom 
ambition was thus jealous to obey, who was reverenced by hoary 
wifdom, and beloved by youthful beauty, was perhaps the moft 
wretched. of her fex. Perpetual adulation had made her haughty 
and fierce; her penetration and delicacy rendered almoft every 
object offenfive; the was difgufted: with imperfections which 
others could not difcover; her breaft was corroded by deteftation, 
when others were foftened by pity; the loft the fweetnefs of fleep 
by the want of exercife, and the relith of food by continual luxury: 
but her life became yet more wretched, by her fenfibility of that 
paffion, on which the happinefs of life is believed chiefly to depend. 


Nourassin, the phyfician of Sorrman, was of noble birth, 
and celebrated for his fkill through all the Eaft. He had juft at- 
tained the meridian of life; his perfon was graceful, and his 
manner foft and infinuating. Among many others, by whom 
AXMERINE had been taught to inveftigate nature, Nourassin had 
acquainted her with the qualities of trees and herbs; of him fhe 
learned, how an innumerable progeny are contained in the parent 
plant, how they expand and quicken by degrees, how from the 
fame foil each imbibes a different juice, which rifing from the 
root hardens into branches above, fwells into leaves, and flowers, 
and fruits, infinitely various in colour, and tafte, and {mell; of 


power to repel difeafes, or precipitate the ftroke of death. 


Wuetuer by the caprice which is common to violent paffions, 
or whether by fome potion which Nourassin found means to ad- 
minifter to his fcholar, is not known; but of NouRassIN fhe 
became enamoured to the moft romantic excefs. The pleafure 
with which the had before reflected on the decree of the Fairy, 
‘ that the fhould be fought in marriage by a fovereign prince,” 


was 
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was now at an end. It was the cuftom of the nobles to prefent 
their daughters to the king, when they entered their eighteenth 
year ; an event which ALmeRrineE had often anticipated with im- 
patience and hope, but now wifhed to prevent with follicitude and 
terror. -The period, urged forward, like every thing future, with 
filent and irrefiftible rapidity, at length arrived. The curiofity of 
SorimAN had been raifed, as well by accidental encomiums, as by 
the artifices of OMARADDIN, who now hafted to gratify it with 
the utmoft anxiety and perturbation: he difcovered the confufion 
of his daughter, and imagined that it was produced like his own, 
by the uncertainty and importance of an event, which would be 
determined before the day fhould be paffed. He endeavoured to 
give her a peaceful confidence in the promife of the Farry, which 
he wanted himfelf ; and perceived, with regret, that her diftrefs 
rather increafed than diminifhed: this incident, however, as he 
had no fufpicion of the caufe, only rendered him more impatient 
of delay, and Atmerine, covered with ornaments by which art 


and nature were exhaufted, was, however reluctant, introduced to 


the king. 


SoLIMAN was now in his thirtieth year. He had fate ten years 


‘upon the throne, and for the fteadinefs of his virtue had been fir- 


named the Just. He had hitherto confidered the gratification of 
appetite as a low enjoyment, allotted to weaknefs and obfcurity ; 
and the exercife of heroic virtue, as the fuperior felicity of emi- 
nence and power. He had as yet taken no wife; nor had he im- 
mured in his palace a multitude of unhappy beauties, in whom 
defire had no choice, and affection no object, to be fucceffively 
forfaken after unrefifted violation, and at laft fink into the grave 
without having anfwered any nobler purpofe, than fometimes to 


have gratified the caprice of a tyrant, whom they faw at no other 
{eafon, 
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feafon, and whofe prefence could raife no paflion more remote 


from deteftation than fear, 

Such was SOLIMAN ; who, having gazed fome moments upon 
ALMERINE with filent admiration, rofe up, and turning to the 
princes who ftood round him, ‘“‘ To-morrow,” faid he, « I will 
‘* grant the requeft which you have fo often repeated, and place a 
‘* beauty upon my throne, by whom I may tranfmit my dominion 

to pofterity: to-morrow, the daughter of Omarappin {hall 


£¢ 


be. my wife.” 

THE joy with which Omarappin heard this declaration, was 
abated by the effect which it produced upon AtMERiInE; who, 
after fome ineffeCtual ftruggles with the paffions which agitated her 
mind, threw herfelf into the arms of her women, and burft into 
tears. SOLIMAN immediately difmiffed his attendants ; and taking 
her in his arms, enquired the caufe of her diftrefs: this, how- 
ever, was a fecret, which neither her pride nor her fear would 
fuffer her to reveal; fhe continued filent and inconfolable; and 
SoLiman, though he fecretly fufpected fome other attachment, 
yet appeared to be fatisfied with the fuggeftions of her father, that 
her emotion was only {uch as is common to the fex upon any 
great and unexpected event. He defifted from farther importu- 
nity, and commanded that her women fhould remove her to a 
private apartment of the palace, and that the fhould be attended 
by his phyfician Nourassin. 
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Semita certe 





Tranquille per virtutem patet unica vite. Juv. 
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what had happened, found his defpair relieved 






2 by this opportunity of another interview. The 
( lovers, however, were reftrained from condo- 
€y lence and confultation, by the prefence of the 


women who could not be difmiffed: but Nou- 
RASSIN put a {mall vial into the hand. of 
ArMmeRine as he departed, and told her, that it contained a cor- 
dial, which, if adminiftered in time, would infallibly reftore the 
chearfulnefs and vigour that fhe had loft. Thefe words were 
heard by the attendants, though they were underftood only by 
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ALMERINE; fhe readily comprehended, that the potion fhe- had 


received was poifon, which would relieve her from languor and 
melancholy by removing the caufe, if it could be given to the 


4 


king before her marriage was compleated. After NouRASSIN 
was gone, fhe {fate ruminating on the infelicity of her fituation and 


the dreadful events of the morrow, till the night was far fpent; 


pare 


and then, exhaufted with perturbation and watching, fhe funk 


= 


down on the fofa, and fell into a deep fleep. 


Tue king, whofe reft had been interrupted by the effets which 
the beauty of ALMERINE had produced upon his mind, rofe at 
the dawn of day, and fending for her principal attendant who 
had been ordered to watch in her chamber, eagerly enquired 
what had been her behaviour, and whether fhe had recovered from 
her furprife. He was acquainted, that fhe had lately fallen afleep; 
and that a cordial had been left by Nourassin, which he affirmed 
would, if not too long delayed, fuddenly recover her from languor 
and dejection, and which notwithftanding fhe had neglected to take. 
SoLiMAN derived new hopes from this intelligence; and that fhe 
might meet him at the hour of marriage, with the-chearful vi- 
vacity which the cordial of Nourassin would infpire, he ordered 
that it fhould, without afking her any queftion, be mixed with 
whatever fhe firft drank in the morning. 


ALMERINE, In whofe blood the long continued tumult of her 
mind had produced a feverifh heat, awaked parched with thirft, 
and called eagerly for fherbet: her attendant, having firft emptied 
the vial into the bowl, as fhe had been commanded by the king, 
prefented it to her, and fhe drank it off. As foon as fhe had re- 
collected the horrid bufinefs of the day, fhe miffed the vial, and in 
a few moments fhe learned how it had been applied. ‘The fudden 
terror which now feized her, haftened the efte& of the poifon; 
and fhe felt already the fire kindled in her veins, by which in a 
few hours fhe would be deftroyed. Her diforder was now appa- 
rent, though the caufe was not fufpected: Nourassin was again 
introduced, and acquainted with the miftake; an antidote was 
immediately prepared and adminiftered; and ALMERINE waited 

the 
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the event in agonies of body and mind, which are not to be de- 
{cribed. ‘The internal commotion every inftant increafed; fudden 
and intollerable heat and cold fucceeded each other ; and in lefs 
than-an hour, fhe was covered with a leprofy ; her hair fell, her 
head fwelled, and every feature in her countenance was diftorted. 
‘NourAssIN, who was doubtful of the event, had withdrawn to 
conceal his confufion; and ALmerine, not knowing that thefe 
dreadful appearances were the prefages of recovery, and thewed 
that the fatal effets of the poifon were expelled from the citadel 
of life, conceived her diffolution to be near, and in the agony of 
remorfe and terror earneftly requefted to fee the king. SoL1mMAN 
haftily entered her apartment, aiid beheld the ruins of her beauty 
with aftonifhment, which every moment mecereafed, while fhe 
difcovered the mifchief which had ‘been intended againft him, and 
which had now fallen upon her owa head. 


SoLIMAN, after he had recovered from his aftonifhment, retired 
to his own apartment ; and in this interval of recollection he foon 
difcovered, thatthe defire of beauty had feduced him from the path 
of juftice, and that he ought to have difmiffed the perfon whofe 
affections he believed to have another object. He did not, there- 
fore, take away the life of Nourassin for a crime to which he had 
himfelf furnifhed the temptation ; but as fome punifhment was ne- 
ceflary as a {an@ion to the laws, he condemned him to perpetual 
banifhment. He commanded, that ALMERINE fhould be fent 
back to her father, that her life might’be a memorial of his folly; 
and he determined, if poflible, to atone by a fecond marriage for 
the errors of the firft. He confidered, how he might enforce and 
itluftrate fome general precept ; which would contribute more to 
the felicity of his people, than his leaving them a fovereign of his 
own blood; and at length he determined to publith this procla- 
mation, throughout all the provinces of his empire: “ SoLIMAN, 
s¢ whofe judgment has been perverted, and whofe life endangered, 
«¢ by the influence and the treachery of unrivalled beauty, is now 
« refolved to place equal deformity upon his throne ; that, when 
« this event is recorded, the world may know, that by Vice 
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“beauty became yet more-odious than ueglinefs; and learn, like 
dé ¢ we 

SOLIMAN, to defpife that excellence, which, without Virtus, 

“is only a {pecious evil, the reproach of the poffeffor, and the 


SHELIMAH, during thefe events, experienced a very different 
fortune. She remained, till the was thirteen years of age, in the 
cattle ; and it happened that, about this time, the perfon to whofe 
care fhe had been committed, after a fhort ficknefs died. Sus- 
LIMAH imagined that fhe flept; but perceiving that all her at- 
tempts to awaken her were ineffeGtual, and her ftock of provifions 
being exhaufted, the found means to open the wicket, and wan- 
dered alone into the wood. She fatisfied her hunger with fuch 
berries and wild fruits as the found, and at night, not being able to 
find her way back, fhe lay down under a thicket and flept. Here 
fhe was awaked early in the morning by a peafant, whofe com- 
pafiion happened to be proof againft deformity. The man afked 
her many queftions ; but her anfwers rather increafing than grati- 
fying his curiofity, he fet her before him on his beaft, and carried 
her to his houfe in the next village, at the diftance of about fix 
leagues. In his family the was the jeft of fome, and the pity of 
others ; fhe was employed in the meaneft offices, and her figure 
procured her the name of Goblin. But amidi all the difadvantages 
of her fituation, the enjoyed the utmoft felicity of food and reft ; 
as fhe formed no wifhes, the fuffered no difappointment, her body 
was healthful, and her mind at peace. 


In this ftation fhe had continued four years, when the heralds 
appeared in the village with the proclamation of Sotiman. Sup- 
LIMAH ran out with others to gaze at the parade; the liftened to 
the proclamation with great attention, and, when it was ended, 
{he perceived that the eyes of the multitude were fixed upon her. 
One of the horfemen at the fame time alighted, and with great 
ceremony intreated her to enter a chariot which was in the retinue, 
telling her, that the was without doubt the perfon whom Nature 
and SoLrMAN had deftined to be their queen. SHELIMAH re- 
plied with a {mile, that fhe had no defire to be great, “© but.” 


. faid 
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faid fhe, “‘ if your proclamation be true, I fhould rejoice to be the 
“ inftrument of fuch admonition to mankind; and, upon this con- 
«« dition, I wifh that I were indeed the moft deformed of my {pecies.” 
The moment this with was uttered, the fpell of Farrmina pto- 
duced the contrary effect: her fkin, which was fcaly and yellow, 
became fmooth and white, her ftature was perceived gradually to 
increafe, her neck rofe like a pillar of ivory, her bofom expanded, 
and her warft became lefs; her hair, which before was thin and 
of a dirty red, was now black as the feathers of the raven, and 
flowed in large ringlets on her fhoulders ; the moft exquifite fenfi- 
bility now fparkled in her eye, her cheeks were tinged with the 
blufhes of the morning, and her lips moiftened with the dew ; 
every limb was perfect, and every motion was graceful. A white 
robe was thrown over her by an invifible hand, the croud fell back 
in aftonifhment, and gazed with infatiable curiofity upon fuch 
beauty as before they had never feen. SuHELIMAH was not lefs 
aftonifhed than the croud: fhe ftood a while with her eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and finding her confufion increafe would have 
retired in filence ; but fhe was prevented by the heralds, who 
having with much importunity prevailed upon her to enter the 
chariot, returned with her to the metropolis, prefented her to So- 
LIMAN, and related the prodigy. 


SoLIMAN looked round upon the aflembly, in doubt whether 
to profecute or to relinquifh his purpofe; when ABBARAN, a hoary 
fage who had prefided in the council of his father, came forward, 
and placing his forehead on the footftool of the throne; “ Let 
“* the King,” faid he, “‘ accept the reward of virtue, and take Sur- 
< riMAH to his bed. In what age, and in what nation, fhall 
‘«* not the beauty of Sueriman be honoured ? to whom will it be 
“ tranfmitted alone? Will not the ftory of the wife of Sotiman 
“* defcend with her name? will it not be known, that thy defire 
“‘ of beauty was not gratified, till it had been fubdued? that by 
“* an iniquitous purpofe beauty became hideous, and by a virtuous 
‘¢ with deformity became fair ?” 


SoLIMAN, who had fixed his eyes upon Suetimau, difcovered 
a mixture of joy and confufion in her countenance, which deter- 
mined 
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moment, Love, who during her ftate of deformity had been 
excluded by the fairy Errarina’s interdiction, took poffeffion of 


Tue nuptial ceremony was not long delayed, and ELrarIna 
d Vv aa ‘ 


honoured it with her prefence. When fhe departed, fhe be- 
red on both her benediction; and put into the hand of ‘Sue- 
LIMAH a {croil of vellum, on which was this infcription in letters 


“lives the reproach of parental folly, of degraded beauty, and 
rerted fenfe. Remember ALMERINE ; and let her example 
‘“‘ and thy own experience teach thee, that wit and beauty, learn- 


ing, affiuence, and honour, are not efiential to human felicity , 


52 
with thefe fhe was wretched, and without them thou waft 
happy. ‘The advantages which I have hitherto beftowed mutt 


“now be obtained by an effort of thy own: that which gives 
“relith to the coarfeft food, is TEMPERANCE; the apparel and 
welling of a peafant and a prince, are equal in the eftima- 


Ou 


‘sth 
‘ tion of HumiLitry; and the torment of ineffectual defires is 
‘* prevented, by the refignation of Prety to the will of Heaven ; 

advantages which are in the power of every wretch, who re- 
‘* pines at the unequal diftribution of good and evil, and imputes 


“ to Nature the effects of his own folly.” 


Tue king, to whom SHELIMAH communicated thefe precepts of 
the Farry, caufed them to be tranfcribed, and with an account 
of the events which had produced them diftributed over all his’ 
dominions. Precepts which were thus enforced, had an immediate 
and extenfive influence; and the happinefs of Sonmman and of 
SHELIMAH was thus communicated to theanultitudes whom they 


soverned. 
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TUESDAY, November 6; 1753. 





Novam comcam MENANDRUS, equalefque ejus etatis magis quam 
oberis, Philemon ac Diphilus, & invenere intra pauciffimos annos, 
neque tmitandam reliquere. VELL. PATERCUL. 


To the ADVENTURER. 







ae ay ORALITY, tafte, and literature, {carcely ever 
se fuffered more irreparably, than by the lofs of the 
G comedies of MenanpER; fome of whofe frag- 
Ge ments, agreeably to my promife, I am now 
has going to:lay before you, which [I fhould imagine 
would be as highly prized by the curious, as was the Coan VENUS, 


which Ape.Les left imperfect and unfinifhed. 


MeENANDER was celebrated for the fweetnefs, brevity, and fen- 
tentioufnefs of his ftyle. ‘ He was fond of Euripipes,” fays 


ry Gay, Li, Nn Quin- 
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and nearly imitated the manner of this. tra 
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All animals are more happy, and have more underftanding 
than man. Look, for inftance, on yonder afs; all allow him 
to be miferable: his evils, however, are not brought on him 
by himfelf and his own fault; he feels only thofe which nature 
has inflicted. We, on the contrary, befides our neceffary ills 
draw upon ourfelves a multitude of others. We are melan- 
choly, if any perfon happen to fneeze; we are angry if any 
{peak reproachfully of us; one man is affrighted with an un- 
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* lucky 
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“¢ lucky dream, another at the hooting of an owl. Our conte 


bit 


** tions, Our anxieties, OUr Opinions, our ambition, our laws, are 


Ss 


« all evils, which we ourfelves have fuperadded to nature. 


Comparifons betwixt the conditions of the brutal and human 


fpecies have been frequently drawn, but this of Menanper, 


it probably was the firft, fo it is the beft I have ever {een. 
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Ir this paflage is admirable for the vivacity and feverity of its 


fatire, the following certainly deferves deeper attention for weight 


of fentiment, and fublimity and purity of moral. 
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<¢ He that offers in facrifice, O Pamphilus, a multitude of bulls 


«and of goats, of golden veftments, or purple garments, or figures 


“< of ivory, of precious gems, and imagines by this to concilia 


fo 


No 


« the favour of GOD, is grofly miftaken, and has no folid un- 


«© derftanding. For he that would facrifice with fuccefs, ought 


<¢ to be chafte and charitable, no corrupter of virgins, no adulterer, 


L 


“} no robber or murderer for the fake of lucre. Covet not, O 


«© Pamphilus, ‘even the thread of another man’s needle; for GOD, 


<¢ who is near thee, p beholds thy actions.” 
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TEMPERANCE; and juftice, and’ purity, are here inculcated in 


the ftrongeft manner, and upon the moft powerful motive, the 
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fine f{pirit, the rake has 


only robbed a frefh country girl of her innocence and honour 
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epg Set ple creat deal at Grea 
the ee and the coquet have a great deal of vivacity and fire; 


hufband is a dupe a and a cuckoid, and af plain country 
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eman a novice and a fool. The wretch that pee to ridicule 
SocRATES, abounds not in fo much falfe fatire, ribaldry, ob{cenity, 


and blafphemy, as our witty and wicked triumvirate, WycHERLy, 


CoNGREVE and VANBRUGH. 
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las another very remarkable reflexion 
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, worthy even 
that divine religion, which the laft-mentioned writers fo impo- 
tently endeavoured to deride. It relates to the forgivenefs of 
enemies, a precept not totally unknown to the ancient fages, as 
hath rafhly been affirmed; pe never inculcated with fuch fre- 

quency, fervor and cogency, and on motives fo weighty and effica- 
cious, as by the founder of the Curist1an SysTEM. 
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He, O Gorgias, is the moft virtuous man, who beft knows 


e¢ 


among mortals how to bear injuries with patience.” 
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Ir may not be improper to alleviate the ferioufnefs of thele 


moral reflections, by the addition of a paflage of a more light 


and f pright tly turn. 
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“« Epicharmus, indeed, calls the winds, the water, the earth, 


“ fun, the fire, and the ftars, Gods. But Iam of opinion that 
“* gold and filver are our only powerful and propitious deities. For 
“ when once you have introduced thefe into your houfe, with 
“ for what you will, you fhall quickly obtain it; an eftate, a 


‘‘ habitation, fervants, plate, friends, judges, witnedfles.” 


From thefe fhort fpecimens, we may in fome meafure be en- 
abled to judge of Menanper’s way of thinking and of writing; 
remembering always how much his elegance is ce by a plain 
profaic tranflation, and by confidering the paflages fingly and fepa- 
rately, without knowing the characters of the aie: that 
fpoke them, and the aptnefs and propriety with which they were 


introduced. 


THE cheek and decorum obferved conftantly by Menanper, 
rendered him the darling writer of the Athenians, at a time when 
the Athenians were arrived at the height of profperity and politenefs, 

and could no longer relith the colt railleries, the brutal mirth, 
and illiberal wit, of an indecent ARISTOPHANES. ‘* MENANDER,” 
fays PLUTARCH, “ abounds in a precious Attic falt, which feems 
“ to have been taken from the fame fea, whence Venus herfelf 
“< arofe. But the falt of ARIsTOPHANEs is bitter, difgufting, and 


«© corrofive.” 
THERE 









































oe ase == ee —— — = os — =e SS = =5 = =e See == 
Ss = = a SS = Se SS —=— = = 


SSS 





























210 THE ADVENTURER. No. 10s, 


re of the tafte of the Romans for ae entertainments? 
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in the Auguftan age itfelf, notwithftandir ng the cenfure of 
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Force, they preferred the low buffoonry and droll lery of PLautus 
to the delicacy and civility of Tprence, the faithful copier of 
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IMENANDER; and that TERENCE, to gratify an audience -unac- 
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quainted with the real excellencies of the drama, found himfelf 
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obliged to violate the fimplicity of MENANDER’s * and work 
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up two {tories into one in each of his comedies, exc ept the ex- 
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74 raat a A ee ! Oe ey = Pays AS ST et Ey . 
in various turns of fortune, neceflarily draws off the attention from 


what ought to be its chief objeét.in a legitimate comedy, Cua- 
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/ 


the paffion is excited only when thé evil becomes probable, or, in 
other words, when we are in danger. As the fame evil may become 
probable many ways , there are feveral fpecies of danger: that 
danger to which men are continu ally expofed, foon becomes fami- 


ry 


liar, and fear is no longer excited. This, however, muft not 


of 
Or 


be confidered as an example courage; for equal danger, of any 
fan 


me degree of fear in the fame 


other kind, will ftill produce the | 


mind. 


MeEcHANICAL caufes, therefore, may produce infenfibility of 
danger, but it is abfurd to fuppofe they can produce courage, for 
anger, 
courage is an effort of the mind by which a fenfe of danger is 
a oO ¢ 
(urmounted ; and it cannot be faid, without the utmoft perverfion 
of lancuage, that a man is courageous, merely becaufe he difcovers 
Oe Oar O 


no fear when he is fenfible of no danger. 


Ir is, indeed, true, that infenfibility and courage produce the 
fame effect; and when we fee another unconcerned. and chearful 
in a fituation which would make us tremble, it is not ftrange that 
we fhould impute his tranquillity to the ftrength of his mind, and 
honour his want of fear with the name of courage. And yet 
when a mafon whiftles at his work on a plank of a foot broad and 
an inch thick, which is fufpended by a rafter and a cord over a 
precipice, from which if he fhould fall he would inevitably perith; 
he is only reconciled by habit to a fituation in which more danger 
is generally apprehended than exifts; he has acquired no ftrength 
of mind, by which a fenfe of danger is farmounted; nor has he 
with refpect to courage any advantage over him who, though he 
would tremble on the fcaffold, would yet ftand under it without 
apprehenfion ; for the danger in both fituations is nearly equal, 


and depends upon the fame incidents. 


Bur 
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Bur the fame infenfibility is often fubftituted for courage by 
habit, even when the danger is real, and in thofe minds which 
every other occafion would thew to be deftitute of fortitude. The 
inhabitants of Sicily live without terror upon the declivity of a 
vulcano, which the ftranger afcends with an interrupted pace, 
Jooking round at every ftep, doubting whether to go forward or re- 
tire, and dreading the caprice of the flames, which he hears roar 
beneath him, and fees iffue at the fummit: but let a woman, who 
is thus become infenfible to the terrors of an earthquake, be carried 
to the mouth of the mines in Sweden, fhe will look down into the 
abyfs with terror, fhe will fhudder at the thought of defcending 


it, and tremble left the brink fhould give way. 


AcainsT infenfibility of real danger, we fhould not be lef 
watchful than againft unreafonable fear. Fear, when it is juftly 
proportioned to its object, and not too ftrong to be governed by 
reafon, is not only blamelefs but honourable; it is effential to the 
perfection of human nature, and the mind would be as defective 


without it as the body without a limb. Man is a being expofed 


to perpetual evil; every moment liable to deftruction by innumer- 


able accidents, which yet, if he forefees, he can frequently prevent: 
fear, therefore, was implanted in his brea{t for his prefervation ; 
to warn him when danger approaches, and to prevent his being 
precipitated upon it either by wantonnefs or inattention. But thofe 
evils which, without fear, we fhould not have forefeen, when 
fear becomes exceflive we are unable to fhun; for cowardice and 
prefumption are equally fatal, and are frequently found in the fame 


mind. 


rr 


A PEASANT in the north of England had two fons, THomas 
and Joun. Tom was taken to fea when he was very young, by 
the mafter of a {mall veffel who lived at Hull; and Jack continued 


ta 
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tiority of his courage, and anticipating the triumph of his vanity 
when they fhould come on fhore. But the fails being ftill fpread, 
a fudden guft bore away the maft, which in its fall fo much in- 
jured the helm, that it became impoffible to fteer, and in a very 
fhort time afterwards the veffel ftruck. The firft moment in 
which Tom became fenfible of danger, he was feen to be to- 
tally deftitute of courage. When the veffel ftruck, Jack, who 
had been ordered under hatches, came up, and found the hero, 
whom he had fo lately regarded with humility and admiration, 
fitting on the quarter deck, wringing his hands, and uttering in- 
coherent and clamorous exclamations. JAcK now appeared more 
calm than before, and afked, if any thing could yet be done to 
fave their lives. ‘Tom replied in a frantic tone, that they might 
poflibly float to land on fome parts of the wreck; and catching 
up an axe, inftead of attempting to difengage the maft, he began 
to ftave the boat. Jack, whofe reafon was ftill predominant, 
though he had been afraid too foon, faw that Tom in his frenzy 
was about to cut off their laft hope: he, therefore, caught hold 
of his arm, took away the axe by force, affifted the failors in 
cetting the boat into the water, perfuaded his brother to quit the 


vefiel, and in about four hours they got fafe on fhore. 


Tr the veflel had weathered the ftorm, Tom would have been 
deemed a hero and Jack a coward: but I hope that none, whom 
I have led into this train of thought, will, for the future, regard 
infenfibility of danger as an indication of courage; or impute cow- 
ardice to thofe, whofe fear is not inadequate to its object, or too 


violent to anfwer its purpofe. 


Tuere is one evil, of which multitudes are in perpetual danger, 


an evil, to which every other is as the drop of the bucket and the 
duft 
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4 ra) Fan Wee ee oe De pee Pee ee eae tf ie he rt 
duit or the balance; and yet or this danger, the greater part ap- 
t - t (ay 451 In 
ar to be totally infeniible. 
Every man w wattes- in neolioence the dav of falvdticr 
Every man who wattes: in negligence the day of talvation, 


-~ er Pa La 2} ‘ae t a ay ae Nome) 1 
nk not only of the grave but of hell. That the 


* 


all is- imminent, appears by the terms that INFINITE 
Wispom has chofen, to exprefs the conduc& by which alone it 


~~ > ( vee A = = a 1] i a 4 re © KT At. Tr - 
can be efcaped; it. is called ‘ a race, a watch, a work to be 


cet ean Se a Pe ek ee 
“« wrought with fear and trembling, a ftrife unto blood, and a 


{ + Be tcayy7ac « ae 75,2 eS Pe ee. A on mer ae |e - 
‘ combat with whatever can:feduce or terrify,’ with the pleafures 


>? rr 


he moment in which we 
fhall be fnatched, from-the brink ej this gulph, or plunged to the 


ottom, no power,can either avert or retard: it approaches filent, 


4 a 


indeed, as the flight of time, but rapid and irrefiftible as the courfe 


*4 


of a-comet. That dreadful evil; which, with equal force and 
propriety, is called the Srconp Dearn, fhould not, furely, be 


difregarded, merely becaufe it has been long impending; and as 
there is no cabin nt for which a man can reafonably determine 


to fuffer it, it cannot be confidered as the obje& of courage. How 


it may be borne, fhou!d not be the enquiry, but how it may be 


fhunned. And if in this daring age, it is impoffible to ee for 


L 


eternity, without giving up the character of a hero; no reafonable 


7 


4 [= : eral ae fat atarren j = 7s) Ve - ; ae] ' 7 4 
being, furely, will be deterred by this confideration from the at- 


(pee te ~ “NIt1f : re. - Mp fr x \ a ace 
tempt: for who but an infant, -or an idiot, would give up his pa- 


Fed he tf ee Laas ) ee ee a ' p : - 
inheritance for a feather, or renounce the acclamations of a 
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Jo be continued on TuEsSDAYs and SATURDAYS. 











USE SoD ALY, “November ins 37 5%. 








————— Sub judice hs ef. Hor. 


3 T has been fometimes afked by thofe, who find 





























ae the appearance of wifdom more eafily attained 
ie by queftions than folutions, how it comes to 
a pafs, that the world is divided by fuch dif- 
a3 NG meet ference of opinion; and why men, equally 

reafonable, and equally lovers of truth, do not 


always think in the fame manner. 








Wirth regard to fimple propofitions, where the terms are un- 
derftood, and the whole fubject is comprehended at once, there is 


fuch an uniformity of fentiment among all human beings, that, for 





many ages, a very numerous fet of notions were fuppofed to be 
innate, or neceffarily coexiftent with the faculty of reafon; it 
being imagined, that univerfal agreement could proceed only from 
the invariable dictates of the univerfal parent. 
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and hero looking on the plain; they bring minds impreffed with 
different notions, and direét their inquiries to different ends; they 


c 


sgh therefore, contrary conclufions, and each wonders at the 
her’s abfurdity. 

We have lefs reafon to be furprifed or offended when we find 
others differ from us in opinion, becaufe we very often differ from 
ourfelves: how often we alter our minds, we do not always re- 
mark; becaufe the change is fometimes made imperceptibly 
gradually, and the laft conviction effaces all memory of the former; 
yet every man, accuftomed from time to time to take a furvey of 
his own notions, will by a flight retrofpe€tion be able to difcover 


that his mind has fuffered many revolutions, that the fame things 


oO 
+ 


have in the feveral parts of his life been condemned and approved, 
perfued and fhunned; and that on many occafions, even when 
ris practice has been fteddy, his mind has been wavering, and 


he has perfifted in a fcheme of action, rather becaufe he feared 


wn 


the cenfure of inconftancy, than becaufe he was always. pleafed 


Pe yn eS 
with his own choice. 


Or the different faces fhewn by the fame objects as they are 
viewed on oppofite fides, and of the different inclinations which 
they mutt c hecin raife in him that contemplates them, a more 
firiking example cannot eafily be found than two Greek Epigram- 
matifts will afford us in their accounts of human life, which | 


fhall |: Ly before the reader in Enelifh profe. 


PosiDIPPUS, a comic poet, utters this complaint; “ Through 
<< which of the paths of life is it eligible to pafs? in public affem- 
<< blies are debates and troublefome affairs; domeftic privacies are 
<< haunted with anxieties; in the country is labour; on the fea 


“ ig terror; in a foreign land, he that has money mutt live in 


€¢ fone 
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choice, either not to obtain exiftence, or to lofe it; for every 


alinee ot itn tend tea te 
tate of life has its felicity 


Cha 
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In thefe epigrams are includ 


have engaged the fpeculations of the liasinite after tampon 


ee 


h they will not much affift our determinations, they 


og 


may, 





No.1o7, THE ADVENTURER: 221 


a + 1 Ixy Ntarr Ka SII ITAL Xt rT 
may, Site equally promote our quiet, by fhewing that no ab- 


folute determination ever can be formed. 


WHETHER a public ftation, or private life be defirable, has 


always been debated: we fee here both the allurements and dif- 


fe ae ae we ay ay 
couragements of civil employments; on one fide there is trouble, 


‘ 4 1 
on the other honour; the management of affairs is vexatious 


and difficult, but it is the only duty in which wifdom can be con- 


® sf! Sh ee eee Jee we 1 4 oe aes is i. ae 
{picuoufly difplayed : it muft then ftill be left ‘to every man to 


chufe either cafe or glory; nor can any general precept be given, 


fince no man can be happy by the prefcription of another. 


Tuus what is faid of children by Posrp1ppus, “ that they are 
** occafions of fatigue,” and by Mrrroporus, ‘“ that they are 
iL ts 3 aliulg bk ~UL Lal £4iuY al& 


* objects of affed aie is equally certain; but whether th 


GS 
— 


give moft pain or pleafure, muft depend on their future conduct 


and difp s0fitions, on many caufes over which the parent can have 


J 

: ate 

little influence: there is, therefore, room for all the caprices of 
imagination, and defire muft be proportioned to the hope or fear 


that fhall happen to predominate. 


Sucu is the uncertainty, in which we are always likely to re- 

main with regard to queftions, wherein we have moft interetft, 
Ee seal tik Laka ft 

and which every day affords us frefh opportunity to examine: we 

may examine, indeed, but we never can decide, becaufe our fa- 

culties are unequal to the fubjeCt: we fee a little, and form an 


opinion; we fee more, and change it. 


Tuts inconftancy and unfteadinefs, to which we muft fo often 
find ourfelves liable, ought certainly to teach us moderation and 
forbearance towards thofe, who cannot accommodate themfelves 
to our fentiments: if they are deceived, we have no right to at- 

tribute 
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Lf 1; 


tribute their miftake to obftinacy or negligence, becaufe .we like- 


° >4 a mav | ia] 1 i~! 
wife have been miftaken: we may, perhaps, again change our 
] sx & q! 1] a a at} } - 

own opini ion; and what excufe fhall we be able to find for aver- 


fion and malignity conceived againft him, whom we {hall then 
find to have Pe cas no fault, and who offended us onl y by re- 
fufing to follow us into error. 


rt 


fe contribute to foften that refentment, which 


aan 


5 a (es 
1T may like wil 


pride naturally raifes againft oppofition, if we confider, that he, 


q 


who differs from us, does not always contradict us; he has one 


Rf 


nd we have another ; each defcribes what he 


2 


view of an object, 
fees with equal fidelity, and each regulates his fteps by his own 
eyes: one man, with Posiprppus, looks on celibacy as a ftate of 
folitude, without a partner in joy or a comforter in for- 


. 4 


row; the other confiders it, with Mrrroporus, as a ftate free 


from incumbrances, in which a man is at liberty to chufe his own 
gratifications, to remove from place to place in queft of pleafure, 
and to think of nothing but merriment and diverfion ; full of thefe 
notions, one haftens to chufe a wife, and the other laughs at his 
rafhnefs, or pities his ignorance ; yet it is poffible that each is 


soht. but that each is right only for himfelf 
right, DUt tilat €aci 18 rignt ONiy sor Nimes. 
— — 


Lire is not the objeCt of fcience: we fee a little, very little ; 
and what is beyond we only can conjeture. If we enquire of 
ore us, we receive {mall fatisfaction ; 
fome have travelled life without obfervation, and fome willingly 
ht, therefore, on which we can re- 

° 1 eee Amore 
pofe with comfort, is that which prefents to us the care of Pro- 
VIDENCE, whofe eye takes in the whole of things, and under 


whofe direction all involuntary errors will terminate in happinefs. 


’ 
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Nobis, cum fimul occidit brevis lux, 


nn f? 7 « 
Nox eft perpetuo una, dormienda. CATULLUS. 
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“ T may have been obferved by every reader, 


that there are certain topics which never are 


>xhautted OL £ ie ae nd fentiments 
exnauited. Or tome images and fentiments, 
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Sucu, likewife, is the precept, which direés us to ufe the pre- 


fent hour, and refer nothing to a diftant time, which we are un- 
certain whether we fhall reach: this every moralift may venture 
to inculcate, becaufe it will always be approved, and becaufe it is 
always forgotten. 

Tuts rule is, indeed, every day inforced, by arguments more 
powerful than the differtations of méfalifts: we fee me n pleafing 
themfelves with future happinefs, fixing a certain hour for the com- 
pletion of their wifhes, and perifhing fome at a greater and fome 
at a lefs diftance from the happy.time; all complaining of their 
lifappointments, and lamenting that they had fuffered the years, 
which HeAvEN allowed them, to pafs without improvement, and 
jeferred the principal *purpofe of their lives to the time when life 


itfelf was to forfake them.. 


Ir is not only uncertain, whether, through all the cafualties 


tl 1 
i 


and dangers which befet the life of man, we fhall be able t 


© 
Mt 
a 
$3 
QO 
<e 
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the time appointed for happinefs or wifdom ; but it is likely, that 


whatever now hinders us from doing that which our r 
confcience declare neceflary to be done, will equally obftruc us in 
times to come. It is eafy for the imagination, adie on things 


not yet exifting, to pleafe itfelf with fcenes of unmingled felicity, 
or plan out courfes of uniform virtue: but good and evil are in 
real life infeparably united; habits grow ftronger by indulgence ; 

ae J 7 


and reafon lofes her dignity in ale. as fhe has oftner yielded 


to temptation :. ‘ He that cannot live well to-day,” fays MarTia1, 
ali 


«¢ will be lefs qua fied to live well to-morrow 


eae mal 9 j oy 4 5h ae po ne 

Or the uncertainty of every human good, every human being 
hea + yop art Wet +0 Alan t: Ho | no ean fad 

eems to De con vince d 3 yet tisio ul Cel tainty LO voiuniarny Increaiea 
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we refpect external caufes, or con- 
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by unneceffary delay, whether 
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nature of our own minds. He that now feels a defire to 
cht, and wifhes to regulate his life according to his reafon, is 
not fure that, at any future time affignable, he fhall be able to re- 


at_ has now an opportunity offered 
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him of breaking loofe from vice and folly, cannot know, but that 


1e fhall hereafter be more entangled, and ftruggle for freedom 


a 


Ae i : 
rye Raat Keay tr 4 
WiltnouUur oObtalilns Ht. 


1 


WE are fo unwilling to believe, any thing to our own difad- 


vantage, that we always imagine the perfpicacity of our judgment 


4a 


£ 
and the ftrength of our refolution more likely to increafe than to 


q 


crow lefs by time; and, therefore, conclude, that the wiil to perfue 


laudable purpoles will be always feconded by the power. 


Bur however we may be deceived in calculating the ftrength 


Te; B| t ia Kawa deTER Re as SiS de 4 
of our faculties, we cannot doubt the uncertainty of that life in 
E ek rma 
which they muft be employed; we fee every day the unexpected 
death of our friends and our enemies, we fee new graves hourly 


older and younger than ourfelves, for the cautious 


en 
7 OC 
B. re a ign 61 “TE p pe [eae Liv nct pee ee oe 
and the carelef$, the diffolute and the ten perate, men who 
iP oe providine to eniov or improve hours now irreverfibis 
LAKE US Wer € proviaing tO Cnjoy. or improve nours NOW iTreveriply 
r: - a i Pd 
fc Tyee Wetrhicon and wet tnPead Cn AS cee his meg eae: 
cut off; we fee all this, and yet, inftead of living, let year glide 
: Vga 
5 y ° $y y t; Tt 
after year in preparations to live, 
LT > 4 ted oe ion © See a4 sol ft: fers | © a s = 
MEN are fo frequently cut off in the midft of their proj ections, 


; eee i re ioe A AReT nthe Fels fs . z ao f - 1 e 
that fudden death caufes little emotion in them that behold if; 
e impreffed upon the attentior by uncommon circum- 


ftances. I, like every other man, have outlived multitudes, have 


Set ArT a a tr = n fics vo L aaniwtrr Per 3 ae by + 
feen ambition fink in its triut Mpls, and beauty peri In 1S bloom ; 
but have been feldom fo much affected as by the fate of Eurya- 


Lus, whom I lately loft as I began to love him. 


EuRYALVS 
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Euryatus had for fome time flourifhed in a lucrative profeflion ; 
but having fuffered his imagination to be fired by an unextin- 
guifhable curiofity, he grew weary of the fame dull round of 
life, refolved to harrafs himfelf no longer with the drudgery of 
getting money, but to ti his bufinefs and his profit, and enjoy 
for a few years the pleaft of travel. His friends heard him 
a7 his refolution, without fufpecting that he intended to 
perfue it; but he was conftant to his purpofe, and with 


We 


les, pati 


— ey his accounts and fold his movea 
days 1 in bidding 


of. romantic alry crofied the fea in fearch of happinefs. 


Whatever place was renowned in ancient or modern hiftory, what- 
ever region art or nature had diftinguifhed, he determined to 
vifit: full of defign and expectation he landed on the continent ; 
his friends expected accounts from him of the new fcenes tha 
opened in his progrefs, but were informed in a few days that 


EurYALus was dead. 


Sucu was the end of Euryatus. He is entered that flate, 
whence none ever fhall return; and can now®only benefit his 
friends, by remaining in their memories a permanent and efh- 
-cacious inftance of the blindnefs of defire, and the uncertainty of 
all terreftrial good: but, perhaps, every man has like me loft an 
Euryatus, has known a friend die with happinefs in his grafp 
and yet every man continues to think himfelf fecure of life, ing 

lefers to fome future time of leifure what he knows it will 


be fatal to have finally omitted. 


Ir is, indeed, with this as with other frailties inherent in our 
nature: the defire of deferring to another time, what cannot 
be done without indurance of fome pain, or forbearance of fome 


pleafure, will, perhaps, never be totally overcome or fupprefied ; 
there 
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there will always be fomething that we fhall with to have finifhed, 
and be.neverthelefs unwilling to begin: but again{t this unwilling- 
nefs it is our duty to ftruggle, and every .conqueft ‘over our 


pafiions will make way for an eafier conqueft; cuftom is equally 


forcible to bad and good; nature will always be at variance with 


reafon, but will rebel. more feebly as the is oftener fubdued, 


ae ae saad aon tn ae Oe ; 
THE common neglect of the prefent hour is~ more fhameful 

} ¥ } a Wd a Ke 17° a ] tt; 473 es A 4F t . 
and criminal,.as no man 1s betrayed to it by error, but admits 
a 1: ONC > a ig aces ag j Hit se } A xraalr - 
it by negligence. Of the inftability of life, the weakeft under- 


fianding never thinks wrong, though the ftrongeft often omits 
to think iuftilv: reafon and exnerience are alwave reads inf 
LO Cnnk ju Liv, LUaLUOITL ana experience are al Ways ready to In orm 


ee ) ee | rata oth kw Tt gotiitia 1 at f pave Petes fa 
us of our real fate; but we refufe to liften to their fuggeftions, 
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becaufe we feel our hearts unwilli 


; : elven © 2 
to obey them: but, furely, 
7 7 


hing Is more unworthy of a reafonable being, than to fhut 


his eyes, when he fees the road which he is commanded to 
travel, that he may deviate with fewer reproaches from himfelf; 


1 a 


nor could any motive to tendernefs, xcept the confcioufnefs that 
we have all been guilty of the fame fault, difpofe us to ‘pity 


thofe who thus confign themfelves to voluntary ruin. 
y 


A% 


LONDON: Printed for J. PAY N E, at Pope’s Head in Pater-nofter-row 


where Letters to the ADVENTURER are received ; and where may be had the 











































































































CIX. 


NUMBER 


continued on TurspAys and SATURDAYS. 


To be 


20. 


TUESDAY, November 























‘dled 


LQ Wie, NeGue r1GeS. 


e putas folenn 


ir 


Tnfa 


SIR, 


— 
mK w 
— et 
meee Lar Cal 
el” oS Sp) 
OO LY 
€3 ¢ 
om S 
q ¢ 
' = fas Ga 
ma a 
> orm 
Cy ee 
>) CC 
pom md 
2) Ce ned 
¢) t 
ee 
my SS 
om = + 
a) ‘@) ry 
eae) = 
Son a © 
= | 
Fog  o 
a & ia) 
SoD 
pm ea 
"OS ac 
= 
So 
bea 
pj 3 = 
4%. ed 
a aes 





‘POSS 


| cares 
NOW’ 


In f 


ily 


t 


Ol 


se found 


1 
t. 





pret 


p 


1m 


me 
bid 


1 been 


5 
nac 


DLAM 


n bya 


9 
a 


e pl 


fiv 


- 
xten 


ee 


¢ 
1 


N10 


al 








v THE ADVENTURER. No 1og. 


lling at my lodgings, offered to accompany me to fee the 


abt 


] KT st } = \{payr7A xr ~ t 1 lf ss 

new-erected edifice, which, he obferved, was not half capacious 
enough before to contain the various fpecies of madnefs that are 
dom. As we walked through the galleries, 


ave me the following account of the feveral inhabitants. 


he ¢ 5 
Tue lady in the firft apartment had prevailed upon her hut 
+ 7 ¢ : A | - ++] s 
band, a man of ftudy and ceconomy, t indulge her with a route 


O 
twice a week at her own houfe. This foon multiplied her obliga- 


tions to the company fhe kept, and in a fortnight the infifted upon 


two more. His peep venturing to oppofe her demand with 


fteady refolution but with equal tendernefs, the lady complained 


quality and fortune were invaded, that her credit 


i 
Cane. 


was loft with the fafhionable world, and that ignorance and bru- 


tality had robbed her of the pleafures of a reafonable being, and 


rendered her the moft unhappy wife in Great Britain. The caufe 
of her complaints, however, {till fubfifted, and by perpetually 


ae e 7 b | e 
srooding over it fhe at leno ng th turned her brain. 


Next to her is a dramatic writer, whofe comedy having been 


Laos 


juftly damned, he began to vent his fpleen againit the public by 


weekly abufes of the prefent age; but as neither the play nor his 
defences of it were read, his indignation continually increafed ‘till 
at length it terminated in madnefs. 

Hic on the right hand is a philofopher, who has loft his reafon 
in a fruitlefs attempt to difcover the caufes of eleGricity 


a = 1a i > cl a ~ Té a © aati —~ 
Her, on the left, is a celebrated jockey of noble birth; whofe 
t] 


1 4q ~ 
favourite mare, that had enj oyed three triump os in former feafons, 


was diftanced a few days ago at New-market. 


Nelce WE VA Dey EIN’ T?U_R ER. oat 


YONDER meager man has bewildered his underftanding by 
clofely ftudying the doétrine of chances, in order to qualify himfelf 
for a profeffor-fhip which will be fhortly eftablifhed and amply 
endowed at an eminent chocolate-houfe, where leCtures on this 


important fubject are conftantly to be read. 


An unforefeen accident turned the head of the next un- 
fortunate prifoner. She had for a long time pafled for fifteen 
years younger than fhe was; and her lively behaviour and airy 
drefs concurred to help forward the impofition; till one evening, 
being animated with an extraordinary flow of fpirits, fhe danced 
out feven of her artificial teeth, which were immediately picked 


up, and-delivered to her with great ceremony by her partner. 


Tue merchant in the neighbouring cell had refolved to gain a 
plumb. He was poflefied of feventy thoufand pounds, and eagerly 
expected a fhip that was to complete his wifhes. But the fhip 
was caft away in the channel, and the merchant is diftra@ted fox 


his lpfs. 


Tuar difconfolate lady had for many years affiduoufly attended 
an old gouty uncle, had aflented to all his abfurdities and humoured 
ill his foibles, in full expectation of being made his executrix ; 
when happening one day to affirm that his gruel had fack enoug! 
in it, contrary to his opinion, he altered his will immediately, and 

1 


left all to her brother; which affords her no confolation, for avarice 


is able to fubdue the tendernefs of nature. 


Benuotp the beautiful and virtuous THEeopora! Her fondnefs 
for an ungrateful hufband was u inparalleled. She detected him in 


a arms of TG lifagreeable 4q nd n+ ‘ected pro tifute Ind was driven 
the el aido Lod WW let aths CAavVIC diiUd AaliCvLie p+ Jachiustey, Ali Yao ibiveyl 
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urns: It is inhabited by that famous virtuofo lady 

BrRiTTLe, whofe opinion was former ly decifive at all auctions, 
where fhe was ufually appealed to about the genuinenefs of por- 
5 PA Cha a hafe ve at an avarhitant M / 

celain. She purchafed, at an exorbitant ptice, a MANDARIN, and 


4 f} 


1 REY rl, >a ANIWTI7 Cz, H a ra . ae - 
a Jos, that were the envy of all the female connoifleurs, and were 


my r 


allowed to be ineftimable. They were to be_placed at the upper 
end of a little rock-work temple of Chinefe architecture, in which 
neither propriety, proportion, nor true beauty, were confidered ; 
and were carefully packed up in different boxes. but the brutith 
waggoner happening to overturn his carriage, = were crufhed 
to pieces. The poor lady’s underftanding could not furvive fo irre- 


ra) 


4 42%: om 


parable.a lofs; and her relations, to foothe her paffion, have pro- 
vided thofe Chelfea urns with which fhe has decorated her chamber, 


and which fhe believes to be true Nanquin. 


YonpeER miferable youth, being engaged in a hot contention 
at a fafhionable brothel, about a celebrated courtezan, killed a fea 
officer with whofe face he was not acquainted ; but who proved 
upon enquiry to be his own brother, who had been ten years abfent 


in the Indies. 


Look attentively into the next cell; you will there difcover a 
lady of great worth and fine accomplifhments, whofe father con- 
demned her to the arms of a right honourable debauchee, when 
he knew fhe had fixed her affections irrevocably on another, who 
poffeffed an unincumbered eftate, but wanted the ornament of a 
title. She fubmitted to the orders of a ftern father, with patience, 
obedience, and a breaking heart. Her hufband treated her with 
that contempt which he thought due to a citizen’s daughter ; and 
befides communicated to her an infamous diftemper, which her 


natural modefty forbad her to difcover in time; and the violent 
medicines 
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medicines which were afterwards adminiftered to her by an un- 
{kilful furgeon, threw her into a delirious fever from which the 


7 
could never be recovered. 


Here the Dean paufed; and, looking upon me with great 
earneftnefs, and grafping my hand clofely, fpoke with an emphafis 
that awaked me:—‘“ Think me not fo infenfible a monfter, as to 
«© deride the lamentable lot of the wretches we have now furveyed. 
<< If we laugh at the follies, let us at the fame time pity the mani- 


‘© fold miferies of man.” 
Iam, SIR, 
Your humble fervant, 


SOPHRON. 
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Mens immota manet, lachryme volvuntur inanes. ViIRG. 


3, 1T Y has been always-confidered as the paffion 
of gentle, benevolent, and virtuous minds ; 
although it is acknowledged to produce only 
fuch a participation of the calamity of others, 
as upon the whole is pleafing to ourfelves. 





: As a tender participation of foreign diftrefs, it 
has been urged to prove, that man is endowed with focial affec- 
tions, which, however forcible, are wholly difinterefted ; and as 
a pleafing fenfation, it has been deemed an example of unmixed 
felfifhnefs and malignity. It has been refolved into that power of 
imagination, by which we apply the misfortunes of others to our- 
felves: we have been faid to pity no longer than we fancy our- 
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felves to fuffer, and to be pleafed only by refleGing that our fuf- 
<r are not real; thus indulging a dream of diftrefs, from 
which we can awake whenever we pleafe, to exult in our fecurity, 


iia 


Cc 4 74 +} ? ¢t 
and enjoy the comparifon of the fiction with truth. 


I sHALL not perplex my reader with the fubtilties of a debate, 
in which human nature has, with equal zeal and plaufibility, been 
exalted and degraded. It is fufficient for my purpofe to remark, 
that Prry is generally underftood to be that paffion, which is ex- 
cited by the fufferings of perfons with whom we have no’ tender 
{t 


ronger pa e ns have not 


or a 


connection, and with whofe welfare the 
united our felicity : for no man would call the anguith of a mother, 
whofe infant was torn from her breaft and left to be devoured in a 

lefart, by the name of Prry; although the fentiment of a ftranger, 
who fhould drop a filent tear at the relation, which yet might the 
next hour be forgotten, could not otherwife be juftly denominated, 

Ir Pity, therefore, is abforbed in another paffion 1, when our 
love of thofe that fuffer is ftrong; Pity is rather an evidence of 
the weaknefs than the ftrength of that general philanthropy, for 
which fome have fo eagerly contended, with which oe have flat- 
tered the pride and veiled the vices of mankind, and which they ha 
affirmed to be alone fufficient to: recommend «them -to the eis 
of HEAVEN, to atone for the indulgence of every appetite and 
the neglect of every duty. 


Ir human benevolence was abfolutely pure and focial, it would 
not be neceflary to relate the ravages of a peftilence or a famine 
with minute and difcriminating circumftances to rouze our fenfi- 
bility; we fhould certainly aenore irremediable calamity, and 

participate temporary diftrefs, without any mixture of delight: 
that deceitful forrow, in which pleafure is fo well known to be 
predominant, that invention has been bufied for ages in. contriving 
tales of fictitious fufferance for no other end than to excite it, 
would be changed into honeft commiferation, in which pain would 
be unmixed, and which, pen at we fhould with to lofe. 


Soon 
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Soon after the fatal battle of Fontenoy, a young gentleman, 
who came over with the officer that brought: the exprefs, being 
expected at the houfe of a friend, a numerous compan y of sentle- 
men and ladies were aflembled to hear an account of the aGion 
from an eye-witnefs. 


Tue gentleman, as every man is flattered by commanding atten- 
tion, was eafily prevailed upon to gratify the company, as foon as 
they were feated and the firft ceremonies paft. He defcribed the 
march of manythoufands of their countrymen into a field, where 
batteries had been concealed on each fide,-which in a moment 
ftrewed the ground with mangled limbs and carcaffes that almoft 
floated in blood, and obftructed the path of thofe who followed 
to the flaughter. ‘He related, how often the decreafing multitude 
returned to the mouth of the cannon; how fuddenly they were 
rallied, and how fuddenly broken ; he repeated the lift of officers 
who had fallen undiftinguifhed in the carnage, men whofe emi- 


‘nence rendered their names univerfally known, their influence ex- 


tenfive, and their attachments numerous; and he hinted the fatal 
effects. which this defeat might produce to the nation, by turning 
the fuccefs of the war againft us. But the company, however: 
amufed by the relation, appeared not to be affected by the event: 
they were ftill attentive to every trifling punctilio of ceremony, 
ufual among well “bred perfons ; they bowed with a graceful 
fimper to a lady who {neezed, mutually prefented each siee th 
fnuff, fhook their ‘heads < and changed their pofture at proper in- 
tervals, afked fome queftions which tended to produce a more 
minute detail of fuch circumftances of horror as had been |! lightly 
touched, and having at laft remarked that the Roman patriot re- 
gretted the brave could die*but once, the converfaticn foon be- 
came general, and a motion was made to divide into parties at 
whift. “But juft as they were about to comply, the gentleman 
again engaged their attention. I forgot, faid he, to relate one 
particular which, however, deferves to be remembered. The 
captain of a company, whofe name I cannot now recollect, had, 
juft before ‘his corps was ordered to embark, married a young lady 
to whom he had been long tenderly attached, and wl 


10, contrary 
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° . ts weer } : ae 
to thé’ advice of all her friends, and the expoftulations perfuafion. 


2 Be Yael ue 1 * 
and entreaty of her hufband, infifted to go abroad with him, and 


a4 
1 1 
A 


{hare his fortune at all events. If he fhould be wounded, the faid 
that fhe might haften his recovery, and alleviate his pain, by fuch 
attendance as ftrangers cannot be hired to pay; if he fhould be 
taken prifoner, fhe might, perhaps, be permitted to fhorten th 
tedious hours of captivity which folitude would protra@; and i 


he fhould die, that it would be better for her to know it with cer- 


on 
CG 
es 
1 


tainty and fpeed, than to wait at a diftance in anxiety and fufpenfe, 
tormented by doubtful and contradictory reports, and at laft be- 
lieving it poffible, that if fhe had been prefent, her affiduity and 
tendernefs might have preferved his life. The captain, though he 
was not convinced by her reafoning, was yet overcome by the im- 
portunate eloquence of, her love ; he confented to her requeft, and 
they embarked together. 


Tue head quarters of the Duke of Cumberland were at Bruffoel, 
from whence they removed the evening before the battle to Mon- 
bray, a village within mufquet fhot of the enemy’s lines, where 
the captain, who commanded in the left wing, was encamped. 


tee] 


HEIR parting in the morning was fhort. She looked after 


foon as the firing began, fhe went back pale and trembling, and 
fate down expecting the event in an agony of impatience anxiety 
and terror. She foon learned from {tragglers and fugitives, that 
the flaughter was dreadful, and the victory hopelefs. She did 
not, however, yet defpair; the hoped, that the captain might re- 
turn among the: few that fhould remain: but foon after the re- 
treat, this hope was cut off, and the was informed that he fell in 
the firft charge, and was left among the dead. She was reftrained 
by thofe about her, from rufhing in the phrenzy of defperation 
to the field of battle, of which the enemy was full poffefled : but 
the tumult of her mind having abated, and her grief become 
more calm during the night, fhe ordered a fervant to attend her 
at break of day ; and as leave had been given to bury the dead, fhe 
went herfelf to feek the remains of her hufband. that the might 


Aas 


honour 


~- 
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honour them with the laft rites, and pour the tears of conjugal af- 
fection upon his grave. They wandered about among the dying 
and the dead, gazing on every diftorted countenance, and looking 
round with irrefolution and amazement on a {cene, which t 
who ftripped had left tenfold more a 
who-had flain. From this fight fhe was 
fion and defpair; but was ftopped bj 
who had followed her without being ol ob: was  .. 


nt 
i sae \Mitdikea.L, Bee 
fight of it Ae than thofe 
Te 
a Ac 


rft urning with confu- 
of 


favourite fpaniel, 


at fome diftance in the field; and the moment fhe faw him, the 
conceived the ftrongeft affurance that he had found his mafter, 
She hafted inftantly to the place, without regarding any other ob- 
ject; and ftooping over the corps by which he ftood, the found 
it fo disfigured with wounds, and befmeared with blood, that the 
features were not to be known: but as fhe was weeping in the 

iguifh of fufpenfe, fhe difcovered hanging on the wrift the re- 
mains of a rufle, round which there was a flight border of her 
own work, Thus fuddenly to have difcovered, and in-fuch dread- 
ful circumftances, that which fhe had fought, quite overwhelmed 
her, and fhe funk down on the body. By the affiftance of the 
fervant, fhe was recovered to fenfibility, but not to Saad fhe 
was feized at once with convulfions and madnefs; and a few hours 
after fhe was carried back to the village fhe expired. 


Tuose, who had heard the fate of whole battalions without 
pity, and the lofs of a battle, by which their country would pro- 
bably fuffer irreparable damage, without concern; liftened to a 
tale of private diftrefs with uninterrupted attention. All regard to 
each other, was for a while fufpended; tears by degrees over- 
flowed every eye, and every bofom became fufceptible of pity : 
but the whole-circle paufed with evident regret, when the narra- 
tive was at an end; and would have been glad, that fuch another 
could have been told, to continue their entertainment. Such was 
the benevolence of Pity! But a lady who had taken the oppor- 
tunity of a very flight acquaintance to fatisfy her curiofity, was 
touched with much deeper diftrefs ; and fainting in the ftruggle 
‘to conceal the emotions fe her mind, fell back in her chair; an 
accident which was not fooner difcovered, becaufe every eye had 
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| q 


been fixed upon the fpeaker, and all attention n nonopolized by the 
ftory. 7, Every one, however, was ready 


/ 


to afford her affiftance; 


d it was foon difcovered, that fhe was mother to the lady whofe 
{ h virtuous pleafure to the company. 
her another ftory, which would revive 





if it had, the world ‘could not have 


Epa ae ey |) ap ae as ees ear 
bribed her to have heard it. 


Her affection to the fufferer was too 
ftrong, to permit her, on this occafion, to enjoy the luxury of 
Piry, and applaud her benevolence for fenfations which fhewed 
its defects. It wou for us, 1f we were to 
exift only in this {tate of imperfection, that a greater fhare of 


1 


fenfibility is not allowed us; but if the mole, in the kindnefs of. 


Unerrinc Wispom, is permitted fcarce to diftinguifh light from 
darknefs, the mo sah fhould , furely, be praifed for the per{pi- 


cacity of its fi ht. 


Let us diftinguifh that malignity, which others confound wit! 
BreNEVoLENCE, and applaud as Virtue: let that imperfeCtion of 
nature, which is adapted to an imperfect ftate, teach us humility ; 
and fix our dependence upon H1m, who has Orrin to create in 
us a new heart and a right fpirit, and to receive us to that place, 
where our love of others, however ardent, can only increafe our 
felicity ; becaufe, in that place, there will be no object, but fuch 
as PERFECT BENEVOLENCE can contemplate with delight, 


3 


‘ed 
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. te ee 
Que non fecimus ipft, 
Vix ea nofira voco. OviD. 


, 11E evils infeparably annexed to the prefent 
condition of man, are fo numerous and afflic- 





tive, that it has been, from age to age, the 
tafk of fome to bewail, and of others to folace 
them: and he, therefore, will be in danger 
of feeming a common enemy, who fhall at- 
tempt to depreciate the few pleafures and feli- 
cities which nature has allowed us. 


Yer I will confefs, that I have fometimes employed my thoughts 
in examining the pretenfions that are made to happinels, by the 
Aro i. fae {plendid 
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{plendid and envied conditions of life; and have. not thought the 
our unprofitably f{pent, when I have deteéted the impotture of 
counterfeit advantages, and: found difquiet lurking under falfe 


ppearances of gayety and ereatnefs. 


Ir is afferted by a tragic poet, that “ eft mifer nemo nifi com- 
“* paratus.” © no man is miferable, but as he is compared with 
<¢ others happier than himfelf:” this pofition is not ftrictly and phi- 
ey true. He might have faid, with rigorous propriety, that 
no man is happy, but as he is compared with the miferable ; for 
fuch 1s ae (tate of this world, that we find in it abfolute 
mifery but happinefs only comparative; we may incur as much 
pain as we can poti fibly indure, though we can never obtain as 


= 


much happine {gs as we might poflibly enjoy. 


YET it is certain likewife, that many of our miferies are merel 


“<S 


Fo 


comparative: we are often made unhappy, not by the prefence of 
any real evil, but by the abfence of fome fictitious good; of fome- 
thing which 1s not required by any real want of nature, which has 
10t in itfelf any power of gratification, and which neither reafon 
nor fancy would have prompted us to with, did we not fee it in 
the poffeffion of others. 


For a mind difeafed with vain longings after unattainable 
advantages, no medicine can be prefcribed, but an impar- 
tial enquiry into the real worth of that which is fo ardently de- 
fired. It is well known, how much the mind, as well as the 
eye, is deceived by diftance; and, Bf 1aps, it will be found, 
that of many imagined bleffings it may be doubted, whether he 
that wants or poflefles them has more reafon to be fatisfied with 
his lot. 


Tue dignity of high birth and long extraction, no man, to 
whom nature has denied it, can confer upon himfelf; and, there- 
fore, it deferves to be confidered, whether the want of that which 
can never be gained, may not eafily be endured. It is true, that 
if we confider the triumph and delight, with which moft of thofe 


recount 
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recount their anceftors who have anceftors to recount, and the 
artifices by which fome who have rifen to unexpected fortune en- 
deavour to infert themfelves into an honourable ftem, we {hall 
be inclined to fancy, that wifdom or virtue may be had by in- 
heritance, or that all the excellencies of a line of progenitors 
are accumulated on their defcendant. Reafon, indeed, will foon 
inform us, that our eftimation of birth is arbitrary and capricious, 
end that dead anceftors can have no influence but upon imagina- 
tion: let it then be examined, whether one dream may not 
operate in the place of another ; whether he that owes nothing to 
fore-fathers, may not receive equal pleafure from the confcioufnefs 
cf owing all to himfelf ; whether he may not, with a little medi- 
tation, find it more honourable to found than to continue a family, 
and to gain dignity than tranfmit it; whether, if he receives no 
dignity from the virtues of his family, he does not likewife efcape 
the danger of being difgraced by their crimes; and whether he 
that brings a new name into the world, has not the convenience 
of playing the game of life without a ftake, an opportunity of 
winning much though he has nothing to lofe. 


TueEReE is another opinion concerning happinets, which ap- 
proaches much more nearly to univerfality, but which may, per- 
haps, with equal reafon, be difputed. The pretenfions to anceftral 
honours many of the fons of earth eafily fee to be ill grounded ; but 
all agree to celebrate the advantage of hereditary riches, and to con- 
Gider thofe as the minions of fortune, who are wealthy from their 
cradles; whofe eftate is ‘‘ res non parta labore fed relicta,” the 
<¢ acquifition of another, not of themfelves ;” and whom a father’s 
induftry has difpenfed from a laborious attention to arts or com- 
merce, and left at liberty to difpofe of life as fancy fhall direct 


them. 


Ir every man were wife and virtuous, capable to difcern the 
beft ufe of time, and refolute to practife it ; it might be granted, I 
think, without hefitation, that total liberty would be a bleffing ; and 
that it would be defirable to be left at large to the exercife of reli- 
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gious and focial duties, without the interruption of importunate 


sYY mae eare ao 
evocatlons. 


But fince felicity is relative, and that which is the means of hap- 
pinefs to one man may be to another the caufe of mifery, we are 
¥ confider, what {tate is beft adapted to human nature in its prefent 
degeneracy and frailty. And, furely, to far the greater number it is 
highly expedient, that they fhould by fome {ettled fcheme of duties 
be refcued from the tyranny of caprice, that they fhould be driven 
on by neceflity through the paths of life, with their attention con- 
fined to a ftated tafk, that they may be lefs at leifure to deviate 
mto mifchief at the call of folly. 

WHEN we obferve the lives of thofe whom an ample inheritance 
has let loofe to their own direGtion, what do we difcover that can 
excite our envy? their time feems not to pafs with much applaufe 
from others, or fatisfaction to themfelves; many {quander their 
exuberance of fortune in luxury and debauchery, and have no other 
ufe of money than to inflame their paffions, and riot in a wider 
range of licentioufnefs; others, lefs criminal indeed, but, furely, 
not much to be praifed, lie down to fleep and rife up to trifle, are 
employed every morning in finding expedients to rid themfelves 
of the day, chafe pleafure through all the places of public refort, 
fly from London to Bath and from Bath to London, without any 
other reafon for changing place, but that they go in queft of com- 
pany as idle and as vagrant as themfelves, always endeavouring to 
raife fome new defire that they may have fomething to perfue, to 
rekindle fome hope which they know will be difappointed, changing 
one amufement for another which a few months will make equally 
infipid, or finking into languor and difeafe, for want of fomething 
to actuate their bodies or exhilarate their minds. if 


Wuoever has frequented thofe places, where idlers affemble to 
ef{cape from folitude, knows that this is generally the ftate of the 
wealthy; and from this ftate it is no great hardthip to be debarred. 
No man can be happy in total idlenefs : he that fhould be condemned 
to lie torpid and motionlefs, “ would fly for recreation,” fays 


SOUTH, 
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SouTH, ‘* to the mines and the gallies;” and it is well, when 
nature or fortune find employment for thofe, who would not 
have known how to procure it for themfelves. 


Hz, whofe mind is engaged by the acquifition or improve- 
ment of a fortune, not only efcapes the infipidity of indifference, 
and the tedioufnefs of inactivity; but gains enjoyments wholly 
unknown to thofe, who live lazily on the toil of others; for 
life affords no higher pleafure, than that of furmounting diffi- 
culties, paffing from one ftep of fuccefs to another, forming new 
wifhes and feeing them gratified. He that labours in any great 
or laudable undertaking, has his fatigues firft fupported by hope, 
and afterwards rewarded by joy; he is always moving to a certain 
end, and when he has attained it, an end more diftant invites him 
to a new perfuit. 


Ir does not, indeed, always happen, that diligence is for- 
tunate; the wifeft {chemes are broken by unexpected accidents ; 
the moft conftant perfeverance fometimes toils through life with- 
out a recompence; but labour, though unfuccefsful, is more eli- 
gible than idlenefs: he that profecutes a lawful purpofe by lawful 
means, acts always with the approbation of his own reafon; he 
is animated through the courfe of his endeavours by an expecta- 
tion which though not certain, he knows to be juft ; and is at laft 
comforted in his difappointment, by the confcioufnefs that he has 
not failed by his own fault. 


TuaTt kind of life is moft happy which affords us moft op- 
portunities of gaining our own efteem; and what can any man 
infer in his own favour from a condition to which, however pro- 
{perous, he contributed nothing, and which the vileft and weakeft 
of the fpecies would have obtained by the fame right, had he 
happened to be the fon of the fame father ? 


To ftrive with difficulties, and to conquer them, is the higheft 
human felicity ; the next, is to ftrive, and deferve to conquer: but 


he whofe life has pafled without a conteft, and who can boaft neither 
{uccefs 
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faccefs nor merit, can furvey himfelf only as a ufelefs filler of ex- 
‘tence; and if he is content with his own character, muft owe 


his fatisfaétion to infenfibility. 


Tuus it appears that the fatyrift-advifed rightly, when he di- 
rected us to refign ourfelves to the hands of Heaven, and to leave 
to fuperior powers the determination of our lot. 


Permittes ipfis expendere Numinibus, quid 


Conveniat nobis, rebufque fit utile nojfirts, 


Carior eff illis homo quam fii. 


Wuat ftate of life admits moft happinefs is uncertain ; but 
that uncertainty ought to reprefs the petulance of comparifon, and 
ftill the growls of difcontent. 


J 
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SATURDAY, December 1, 1753. 





———— Has penas garrula lingua dedit. ‘OvIp. 


“To the ADVENTURER. 


‘S TR, 


cr . 


amiliar with few, 






fpifed, as originally 





proceeding from a mean and contracted mind 
the frigid caution of weaknefs and 


kAce.s «tye : 
“rwMN inate ssarsdirs | wy t+ 

WMinate Civility £ ImMputec 
o a 


A tame and indifc 


ee 


to a dread of the contempt or the netulance of 






PEDO. 
to fears from wh: 


gentleman are exempted by a confcioufnefs of their own dignity, 


v their power.to.reprefs infolence and filence ridicule; and a ge- 
by their p e 
neral fhynefs and referve I .confidered as the reproach of our 


country, as the effect of an iliberal.education, by which neither 


a polite addrefs, an eafy confidence, or a general acquaintance with 
public life are to be acquired. This opinion, which continued to 
flatter the levity and pride that produced it, was ftrengthened by 
the example of thofe whofe manner in the difhidence of youth I 
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wifhed to imitate, who entered a mixed company with an air of 
ferene familiarity, accofted every man like an old acquaintance, 
and thought only of making fport for the reft of any with whom 
their caprice fhould happen to be offended, without regard to their 
e, character, or condition. 
But I now wifh, that I had regulated my conduct by the 
maxim which I defpifed, for I fhould then have efcaped a misfor- 
tune which I can never retrieve; and the fenfe of which I am now 
endeavouring to fufpend, by relating it to you as a leffon to others, 
and confidering my lofs of happinefs as an acquifition of wifdom. 

Wuire I was in France with a travelling tutor, I received a 
letter which acquainted me, that my father, who had been long 
declining, was dead; and that it was neceffary I fhould imme- 
diately return to England, to take pofleffion of his eftate, which 
was not inconfiderable, though there were mortgages upon it to 
near half its value. 

WHEN I arrived, I found a letter which t 
written and directed to me with his own hand. It contained fome 


he old gentleman had 


general rules for my conduct, and fome animadverfions upon his 
own: he took notice of the incumbrance under which he left me 
the paternal inheritance, which had defcended through many ge- 
nerations ; and exprefled the moft earneft defire, that it might yet 
be tranfmitted intire to pofterity: with this view, he faid, he had 
negociated a marriage between me and the only daughter of his 
old friend, Sir GEorce Homesteap of the North, an amiable 
young lady, whofe alliance would be an honour to my family, and 
whofe fortune would much more than redeem my eftate. 

He had given the knight a faithful account of his affairs, who, 
after having taken fome time to confider the propofal and confult 
his friends, had confented to the match, upon condition that his 
daughter and I fhould be agreeable to each other, and my beha- 
viour fhould confirm the chara¢ter which had been given of me. 
My father added, that he hoped to have lived till this alliance had 
taken place; but as PRovipence had otherwife determined, he in- 
treated, as his laft requeft, that as foon as my affairs fhould be 
fettled and decency would permit, I would make Sir GrorcE a 
vifit, and neglect nothing to accomplith his purpofe. 

I was touched. with the zeal and tendernefs of parental affection, 
which. was then. directing me to happinefs, after the heart that felt 

it 
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it had ceafed to beat, and the hand that expreffed it was moul Idering 
in the duft. I had alfo feen the lady, not indeed fince we were 
children ; but I remembered that her perfon was agreeable, and her 
temper fweet: I did not, therefore, hefitate 2 moment, whether 
my father’s injunction fhould be obeyed. I proceeded to fettle his 
affairs; I took an account of his debts and credits, vifited the te- 
nants, recovered my ufual gaiety, and at the end of about nine 
months fet out for Sir GrorGex’s feat in the North ; having before 
opened an epiftolary correfpondence, and exprefled my impatience 
to poffefs the happinefs which my father had fo kindly fecured. 

I was better pleafed to be well mounted, than to loll in a cha- 
riot, or be jumbled in a poft chaife ; and I knew that Sir Grorce was 
an old fportfman, a plain hearty blade, who would like me better 
in a pair of buckfkin breeches on.the back of a good hunter, than 
in a trimmed fuit and a gaudy equipage: I, therefore, fet out on 
horfeback with only one fervant, and reached Stilton the firft night. 

In the morning, as I was mounting, a gentleman, who had 
juft got on horfeback before me, ordered his fervant to make fome 
enquiry about the road, which I happened to overhear, and told 
him with great familiarity, that I was going the fame way, and if 
he pleafed we would travel together: to this he confented, with as 
much franknefs, and as little ceremony ; and J fet forward, greatly 
delighted that chance had afforded me a companion. 

WE immediately entered into converfation, and I foon found 
that he had been abroad; we extolled the roads and the policy of 
France, the cities the palaces and the villas, entered into a critical 
examination of the moft celebrated feats in England, the peculiari- 
ties of the building and fituation, crofs ways, market towns, the 
impofition of inkeepers, and the {ports of the field; topics by 
which we mutually recommended ourfelves to each other, as we 
had both opportunities to difcover equal knowledge, and to difplay 
truth with fuch evidence as prevented diverfity of opinion. 

AFTER we had rode about two hours, we overtook another 
gentleman, whom we accofted with the fame familiarity that we 
had ufed to each other; we afked him how far he was going and 
which way, at what rate he travelled, where he put up, and many 
other queftions of the fame kind. The gentleman, who appeared 
to be near fifty, received our addrefs with great coldnefs, returned 
{hort and indire&t anfwers to our enquiries, and, often looking 

with 
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with great attention on us both, fometimes put forward that he 


micht eet before us, and fometimes checked his horfe that he 
a oO \e , 
might remain behind. But we were refolved to difappoint him, 


and, finding that his referve increafed, and he was vifibly dif- 
pleafed, we winked at each other, and determined the old put 
fhould afford us fome fport. After we had rode together upon 
verv ill terms more than half an hour, my companion with an air 
of ceremonious gravity afked him, if he knew any houfe upon 


ht be accommodated with a wench. The 





nplemian who was, iving us a pretence to 


quarrel, did not refent this infult any otherwife than by making no 
reply. Ithen began to talk to my companion as if we had been 
old acquaintance, remin¢ ling him that the gentleman eta cnt re 


fembled a perfon, from whom we had taken a girl that he was ca 


awe ad 


1 


rying to he bagnio, and, indeed, ee his prefent referve made me 
fufpect him to be the fame; but that as we were willing to afk his 
pardon, we hoped it would be forgot, i that we fhould full 
have the pleafure of dining together at the next inn. The gentle- 
man was ftill filent ; but as his perplexity and refentment vifibly 


q 


increafed, he proportionably increafed our entertainment, which did 


; “ey f cy ks et 
not, however, laft long, for he fudde 


enly turned down a lane; upon 
which we fet up a horle laugh that.continued till he was out of 
hearing, and then perfuing our journey, we talked of the adventure, 
which affored us converfation and Barren for the reft of the day. 

THE next morning we parted, and in the evening I arrived at 
Homesteap Hati.. The old orien: received me with great 


2 Rem ota eae Tie ante denn ee eae a r 
affeGtion, and immediately introduced me to his daughter, whomt 
Ty 1 ie eg eee 1 pat a ha ge 
now thought the fineft woman I had ever feen. I could eafily dif- 
cover, that I was not welcome to her merely upon her father’s, re- 


commendation, and I enjoyed by anticipation the felicity which I 


confidered as within my grafp. Bu {cene, in which 


I had fuffered my imagination to wander, fuddenly difappeared a 
by t the power of enchantment: without.any vilible motive, the be- 
haviour of the whole family was changed, my afhtptties to the lady 
were reprefied, fhe was never to ei found alone, the knight treated 


1 . . 
Hh 


me with a cold civility, I was no longer a party in their vifits, nor 

was I willingly attended even by the fervants. I made many at- 
tempts to difcover the caufe of this misfortune, but without fuc- 
cefs; and one morning, when I had drawn Sir GeoRGE into the 
garden 
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garden by himfelf, and was about to urge him upon the fubj 


} 
he 


ect, 
he prevented me by faying, that his promife to my father, for 
whom he had the higheft regard, as I well knew, was conditional 


e 


3 


that he had always refolved to leave his daughter a free choice ; 
and that fhe had requefted him to acquaint me, that her affections 
were otherwife engaged, and to entreat that I would, therefore, 
difcontinue my addrefles. My furprize and concern at this de- 
claration, were fuch as left me no power to reply ; and J faw Sir 
GrorGE turn from me and go into the houfe, without making 
any attempt to {top him, or to obtain a further explanation. After- 
wards, indeed, I frequently expoftulated, entreated, and com- 
plained ; but, perceiving that all was ineffectual, I took my leave, 
and determined that I would ftill follicit by letter; for the lady 
had taken fuch poffeffion of my heart, that I would joyfully have 
married her, though I had been fure that her father would imme- 
diately have left all his fortune to a ftranger. 

1 MEDITATED on my epiftolary project all the way to Lon- 
don, and before I had been three days in town I wrote a long 


letter to Sir GrorcE, in which I conjured him, in the ftrongeft 


terms, to account for the change in his behaviour; and infifted, 
that, on this occafion, to conceal the truth, was in the higheft de- 
gree difhonourable to himfelf, and injurious to me. 

To this letter, after about ten days, I received the following 
anfwer : 


tol Ry 
« Y T is with great reluctance that I reveal the motives of my 
conduct, becaufe they are much to your difadvantage. ‘The 
‘* inclofed is a letter which I received from a worthy gentleman 
“in this county, and contains a full anfwer to your enquiries, 
«¢ which I had rather you fhould receive in any hand than in mine. 


““ Tam, your humble fervant, 


“GEO. HOMESTEAD.” 


I IMMEDIATELY opened the paper inclofed, in which, with 
the utmoft impatience, I read as follows : 


Spotl ches 
e SAW a perfon with your family yefterday at the races, to 
““ #. whom, as I was foon after informed, you intend to give 


“ your daughter. Upon this occafion, it is my indifpenfible duty 
** to 
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; . Eh Es iLO 2g pe PPPs Soe li fer Dhak 
«to acquaint you, that if his character is to be determined by his 
df Pd 
€¢ 2 Wd PVR INVTT 1 > will we Wt bly Tatas dtleafe: and heover yt upc - his 
company, ne wilt inev Wap Intali GUucaics anc pegeery Upon Nis 
= r J qj = 
ie. ' fa? oe theatine 
“ nofterity, whatever be the merit of his wife, or the affluence of 
aj ie - aa ye 
«© his fortune. He overtook me-on the road from London a few 
Tis LOLt 
“ 1 ~ az ex7earnt RF Li 4} aim nr a. Y 
« weeks ago, im company Wi ith ‘a wretch, who by their difcourfe 
= eo 
j AEs abel  —waavata pak ees ey 5 ea 
“ appeared to be his old and familiar acquaintance, and whom I 


ce 1} iy r > Te b ey 8 ot Bains WI f Rae SS | (ti aA 
AWG hd remember to have een TOUL xiit VDELOLEO iyiy PPicila Ju LICE 
1 c ve 


*« Wortuy, whenI was ead eHalT at‘his houfe, as the keeper 
ro 


& of a brothel in: Covent Garden. He has fince won’a confidera- 
« ble fum with falfe dice at the mafquerade, for which he wa 
«* obliged to leave the kingdom, and is {till liable to a profecu- 
© tion. Be affured that I have perfect whines of both; for 
« fome incidents, which it is not neceflary -to mention, kept me 
near them fo long on the read, that it is impofiible I fhould be 
“« miftaken. 
“Tam, S IR, yours, é&c, 


T A bee en Pee rpy oy TN M A N..” 
Ly + Soy ¥ 
JA NL Eo Sk RUE! 4 " 


Tue moment I had read this letter, the riddle was folved. I 
knew Mr. TRuEMAN to be the gentleman, whom I had concurred 
with a ftranger, picked up by accident, to infult without provoca- 
tion on the road. I was in a moment covered with confufion ; 
and though I was alone, could not help covering my face with my 
hands. I abhorred my a which appeared yet more enormous 
every time it was reviewed 
_ I courtTep the focie wok a ftranger, and a ftranger I perfecuted 
with infult: thus I sMfociated with infamy, and thus my affociate 
became known. I hoped, however, to convince Sir GEeorGs, 
that I had no knowledge of the wretch, whofe infamy I had fhared, 
except that which I acquired from the letter of his friend. But 
before I had taken proper meafures for my juftification, I had the 
mortification to hear, that the lady was married to a neighbouring 
gentleman, who had long made his addreffes, and whom Sir 
Grorce. had before rejected in the ardor of his friendfhip for 
my father. 

How narrow, Mr. ApvENTURER, is the path of rectitude, and 
how much may be loft by the flighteft deviation ! 


I am, Your humble fervant, 


ABULUS. 


c 
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TUESDAY, December 4, 1753. 





Ad bumum merore gravi deducit © angit. For. 


NE of the moft remarkable differences betwixt 
ancient and modern tragedy, arifes from the pre- 
vailing cuftom of defcribing only thofe diftreffes 
that are occafioned by the paffion of love; a 


AS 


JAN 
ag 
tsa 


> paflion, doubtlefs, which, from the univerfality 





% of its dominion, may juftly claim a large fhare 

in reprefentations of human life; but which, 
by totally engroffing the theatre, hath contributed to degrade that 
noble {chool of virtue into an academy of effeminacy. 

Wuen Ractne perfuaded the celebrated ARNAULD, to read 
his Pumpra, ‘“‘ Why,” faid that fevere critic, to his friend, ‘* have 
“< you falfified the manners of Hrpporitus, and reprefented him in 
“ how would the ladies and the beaux have received my peice?” 
And it may well be imagined, that to gratify fo confiderat 
important a part of his audience, was the powerful motive that 
induced CoRNEILLE tg enervate even the matchlefs and affecting 

VOL. I. X x {tory 


“ love?” ‘ Alafs!” replied the poet, “ without that circumftance, 
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ftory of Orpipus, by the frigid and impertinent epifode of ‘Tur- 
seuss paflion for ‘DIRCE. 
NTAKESPEARE has fhewn us, by his Hamiet, Macsern, and 


Cmsar, and above all by his Lrar, that very interefting tragedies 


¢ 


- i. c tT 4 4) 
may be written, that are not founded on gallantry and love; and 
that Borteau was miftaken, when he affirmed, 

—-——— de l'amour la fenfible peinture, 

Ef pour aller au ceur la route la ph. Us fu (TC. 


Tus diftrefles in this tragedy are of a very uncommon nature, 
and are not touched upon by any other dramatic author. They 
are occafioned by a rath refolution of an aged monarch of {trong 


paffions and quick fe nfibility, to refign his crown and to di- 


vide his kingdom amongft his three daughters; the youngeft of 
whom, who was his favourite, not anfwering his fanguine expec- 
tations in expreffions of affection to him,’ he for ever banifhes, and 
endows her-fifters with her-allotted fhare. -Their-unnatural-ingra- 
titude, the intolerable affronts, indignities, and cruelties he fuffers 
from them, and the remorfe he feels from.his imprudent refigna- 
tion of his power, at firft inflame him withthe moft violent rage, and 
by degrees drive him to madnefs and death. This is the outline 
of the fable. 

I sHaut confine myfelf at prefent to confider finely, the judg- 
ment and art of ‘the poet in defcribing. the origin and progrefs of 
the diftraction of LEAR; in which, I think, he'has fucceeded 
better than any other writer; even than Euripipes himfelf, whom 
Lonoinus fo highly commends for his reprefentation of the mad- 
nefs of ORESTES. 

Ir is well contrived that the firft affront that is offered Lear, 
hould be a propofal from Goner1t1, his eldeft daughter, to leffen 
the number of his knights, which muft needs affe& and irritate a 
perfon fo jealous of his rank and the refpect due to it. He is at 
firft aftonifhed at the complicated impudence and ingratitude of 
this defign; but quickly kindles into rage, and refolves to depart 
inftantly : 





— Darknefs and devils !— 
Saddle my horfes, call my train together — 
Degen’rate baftard, Pll not trouble thee. — 


This 
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This is followed by a fevere reflection upon his own folly for. re- 
figning his crown; and a folemn invocation to NaTurg, to heap the 
moft horrible curfes. on the head of Goneriut, that her own off- 


wa | 


{pring may prove equally cruel and unnatural; 


That fhe may feel, 
How {harper than a ferpent’s. tooth it is, 
To have a thanklefs child !——— 





Wuen Atsany demands the caufe of this paffion, Lear an- 
fwers, ‘“ [ll tell thee!” but immediately cries out to GonERILL, 


——— Life and death! .I am afham’d, 

That thou haft power to fhake my manhood thus. 
—Blafts and fogs upon thee ! 

Th’ untented woundings of ‘a father’s. curfe, 

Pierce every fenfe about thee | 





He ftops a little and reflects : 


Ha! is it come to this ? 
Let it be fo! Ihave another daughter, 
Who,-I am fure,. is kind and comfortable. 
When fhe fhall hear this of thee, with her nails 
She'll flea thy wolfith vifage——— 


He was, however, miftaken; for the firft objet he encounters in 
the caftle of the Earl of Gloucefter, whither he fled to meet his 
other daughter, was his fervant in the ftocks; from whence he 


1 


may eafily conjecture what reception he is to meet with : 





—Death on my ftate! ‘Wherefore 
Should he fit here ? 


He adds immediately afterwards, 


O me, my heart ! my rifing heart !—but down. 


By which fingle line, the inexpreffible anguifh of his mind, and 
the dreadful conflict. of oppofite. paffions with which it is agitated, 
are more forcibly expreffed, than by the long and laboured {peech, 
enumerating the caufes of his. anguifh, that, Rowe and othe: 
modern tragic writers would certainly. have put into his mouth. 
But Nature, -SopHocies, and SHAKESPEARE, reprefent the 
feelings of the heart in a different manner; by a broken hint, a 


fhort exclamation, a word, or a look: 
They 
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They mingle not, ’mid deep-felt fighs and groans, 


Defcriptions gay, or quaint compa irifons. 
No ae far-fe tch "d thoughts their fcenes admit ; 


{ 


Ill fuits conceit with pafflion, woe with wit 


rom a aa rae cedta'ell deter atic ea ed 
ricre pa ffion pt pts each fhort, expreli1ve Apeech ; 
eS h t ’ 


Or filence adit w! chet words can never reach. J We 


Wuen Jocasra, in Sopuocres, has difcovered that Orpip 


was the apn of her hufband, fhe immediately leaves the 
{tage ; but in CORNEILLE and ae fhe continues on it ma 


Ton 


a whole fcene, to bewail her deftiny in fet fpeeches. 


0 


a4 040 


I soup be guilty of infenfibility and injuftice, if I did not 
take this occafion to acknowledge, that I have been more moved 
and delighted, by hearing this fingle line {poken by the only actor 
of the age who underftands and relifhes thefe litt le touches of na- 
ture, and therefore the only one qualified to perfonate this moft 
difficult character of LEAR, than by the moft pompous declaimeér 
of the moft pompous fpeeches in Cato or TAMERLANE. 

In the next fcene, the old king appears in a very diftrefsful 
fituation. He informs REGAN, whom he believes to be ftill 
actuated by filial tendernefs, of the cruelties he had fuffered from 
her fitter GoNERILL, in very pathetic terms : 

—-—— Beloved Regan, 
Thy fifter’s naught. O Regan!- the hath tied 
Sharp-tooth’d unkindnefs, like a vulture, here. 





I fcarce can {peak to thee—thou'lt not believe, 





With how deprav’d a quality,-—-Oh Regan ! 


It is a ftroke of wonderful art in the poet to reprefent him in- 
capable of fpecifying the particular ill ufage he has received, and 
breaking off thus abruptly, as if his voice was choaked by ten- 
dernefs and refentment. When Rrecan counfels him to afk her 
fifter forgivenefs, he falls on his knees with a very ftriking kind 
of irony, and afks her how fuch fupplicating language as this be- 
cometh him ; 


Dear daughter, I confefs that I am old; 
Age is unneceflary : on my knees I beg 
That you'll vouchfafe me raiment, bed, and food. 


Bur 








No. 11%. 7 Be GAT DAVEE ONG TaAUv Roe eR, 257 


Bur being again exhorted to fue for reconciliation, the advice 
wounds him to the quick, and forces him into execrations againit 
GoNERILL, which, though they chill the foul with horror, are 
yet well fuited to the impetuofity of his tempe 


She hath abated me of half my train ; 

Look’d bleak upon me; {truck me with her ton 
i 

Mott ferpentlike, upon the very heart. 
3 j 


me Ke 
oF 


oe 
1 

{ 

as? 

pom) 

— 

— 


All the ftor’d vengeances o 
On her ungrateful top! Strike her young bon 
Ye taking airs, with lamenefs! —— 

Ye nimble lightnings, dart your blinding Hames 





Into her fcornful eyes ! 


The wretched king, little imagining that he is to be outcaft from 
REGAN alfo, adds very movingly.; 


"Tis not in thee 





To grudge my pleafures, to cut off my train, 
To bandy hafty words, to {cant my fizes. 
—— Thou better know’ft 

The offices of nature, bond of childhood 
Thy half o’th’ kingdom thou haft not forgot, 
Wherein I thee endow’d 














That the “hopes he had conceived of tender ufage from Rrecan 
fhould be deceived, heightens his diftrefs to a great degree. Yet it 
ie {till aggravated and increafed, by the fudden appearance of Go- 
NERILL, upon the unexpected fight of whom he exclaims. 


Who comes here? O heav’ns! 





If you do love old men, if your fweet {way 
Allow obedience, if yourfelves are old, 

ake it your caufe; fend down and-take my. par 
Make it y fe; fendd d-tal t! 


This addrefs is furely pathetic beyond expreflion; it is fcarce 
enough to {peak of it in the cold terms of criticifm. There fol- 
lows a queftion to GonERILL, that I have never read without tears ; 


Ar’t not afham’d to look upon this beard? 


Tuts fcene abounds with many noble turns of paffion ; or rather 


conflicts of very different paffions. The inhuman daughters urge 
him in vain by all the fophiftical and unfilial arguments they were 


miftreffes 






















































































































































































258 THE ADVENTURER. ‘No eee 
miftreffes of, to diminifh the number of his train. He anfwers 
them by only four poignant words ; 


fa 
I gave you all! 


When Recan at laft confents to receive him, but without any 
attendants, for that he might be ferved by her own domettics, 
he can no longer contain his difappointment and rage. Firft he 
appeals to the heavens, and points out to them a fpectacle that is 
indeed inimitably affecting ; 

You fee me here, you Gods! a poor old man, 

As full of grief as age, wretched in both. 

If it be you that ftir thefe daughters hearts 

Againft their father, fool me not fo much 


To bear it tamely ! 


Then fuddenly he addrefles Gonrritzi and REGAN in the fe- 
vereft terms and with the bittereft threats : 
—— No, you unnatural hags! 
I will have fuch revenges on you both 
That all the world fhall — I will do fuch things — 
What they are yet, I know not 





Nothing occurs to his mind fevere enough for them to fuffer, 


ht that deprives him 


or him to inflict. Hits pafflion rifes to a heig 
of articulation. He tells them that he will fubdue his forrow, 
though almoft irrefiftible ; and that they fhall not triumph over 


his weaknefs : 





— You think Ill weep | 
No! Vil not weep: I have full caufe of weeping ; 


e Vea ne on be eg El ele ee 
eart fhall break into a thoufand flaws, 





He concludes, 





O fool —TI thall go mad! 


which is an artful anticipation, that judicioufly prepares us for the 
dreadful event that is to follow in the fucceeding aéts. 
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Sperat infeftis, metuit fecundis 
Alteram fortem bene preparatum 


Peétur. 


‘Hor. 





lamp in the fepulchre of the PropHet, as he 
one day rofe up from the devotions of the 
morning, which he had performed at the gate 
of the temple with his body turned towards the 
eaft and his forehead on the earth, faw before Ni 











him a man in {plendid apparel attended by a long 


4 


retinue, who gazed fteadfaftly at him with a look of mournful 





' complacence, and feemed defirous to fpeak, but unwilling to 


offend. 


Tue Dervise, after a fhort filence, advanced, and faluting him 
with the calm dignity which independance confers upon humility, 
-requefted that he would reveal his purpofe. 


V.O.L. I. vey ‘ALMET, 
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« Aymet,” faid the ftranger, “ thou feeft before thee a man, 


* 


<¢ whom the hand ot oe rity has o1 verwhelmed with wretched- 


a! 


© nefs. Whatever I once defired as the means of happinefs, I 


LIWLdve 


Liv WwW i 


L 


3 i regret the lapfe of time, becaufe it glides away without enjoy- 
« ment;-and as I expect nothing in the future but the vanities of 


Slitiitys & 


“ now poffefs; but a n not yet happy, and therefore ‘Eden 


UL 
<¢ the paft, I do not with that the future fhould arrive. YetI 
sable left it fhould be cut off; and my heart finks, when I 
= eBiicivae the moment, in which eternity fhall clofe over the 








“ vacuity of my life, like the fea upon the path of a fhip, and 


«© leave no traces of my exiftence more durable than the furrow 
“© which remains after the waves have united. If in the treafuries 


“of thy wifdom, there is any precept to obtain felicity, vouch- 
é& {afe it to me: for this purpofe I am come; a purpofe which yet 


+ 


“© [ feared to reveal, left like all the former it fhould be difap- 
<< pointed.” .ALMET littened, with looks of aftonifhment and 
pity, to this complaint of a being, in whom reafon was known to 
be a pledge of imt mortality: but the ferenity of his countenance 
foon returned; and, ftretching out his hand towards Heaven, 

“ Stranger,” faid he, ‘ the knowledge which . have received from 


‘ the PropHEeT, I will communicate to thee.’ 


As I was fitting one evening at the porch of the temple penfive 
aa alone, mine eye wandered .among the multitude that was 
-attered before me; and while I remarked the wearinefs and fol- 


licitude which was vifible in every countenance, I was fuddenly 
Gruck with a fenfe of their condition. Wretched mortals, faid I, 


to what purpofe are ye bufy? if to produce hap ppinefs, by whom 
is it enjoyed? Do the linnens of Egypt, and the filks of Perfia, 
eftow chi on thofe who wear them, equal to the wretched- 


ie , , 
aves whom I fee leading the camels that bring 


them? Is th “Bie 1éfs of the texture, or the {plendor of the tints 





regarded with delight by y thofe, to whom cuftom has rendered them 
familiar ? or.can the e powe ver of nile render.others infenfible of pain, 
who live only to traverfe the defart; a fcene of dreadful unifor- 
mity, where a barren level is boun ded only by the horizon; where 

mo 


- 
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no change of profpect, or variety of images, relieves the traveller 
from a fenfe of toil and danger; of whirlwinds which in a moment 
may bury him in the fand, and of thirft which the wealthy have 
given half their pofleffions to allay? Do thofe on whom hereditary 
diamonds fparkle with unregarded luftre, gain from the pofleffion, 
what is loft by the wretch who feeks them in the mine ; who 
lives excluded from the common bounties of nature; to whom 
even the viciffitude of day and night is not known; who fighs in 
perpetual darknefs, and whofe life is one mournful alternative of 
infenfibility and labour? If thofe are not happy who poffefs, in 
proportion as thofe are wretched who beftow, how vain a dream 
is the life of man! and if there is, indeed, fuch difference in the 
value of exiftence, how fhall we acquit of partiality, the hand by 
which this difference has been made? 


Waite my thoughts thus multiplied, and my heart burned 
within me, I became fenfible of a fudden influence from above. 
The ftreets and the crouds of Mecca difappeared. I found my- 
felf fitting on the declivity of a mountain, and perceived at my 
right hand an angel, whom I knew to be Azoran the mi- 
nifter of reproof. When I faw him, I was afraid. I caft 
‘mine eye upon the ground, and was about to deprecate his 
anger, when he commanded me to be filent. “‘ Atmer,” faid 
he, “ thou haft devoted thy life to meditation, that thy counfel 
-“€ might deliver ignorance from the mazes of error, and deter 
*¢ prefumption from the precipice of guilt; but the book of na- 
“¢ ture thou haft read without underftanding: it is again open be- 


“‘ fore thee; look up, confider it and be wife.” 


I LooKED up, and beheld an inclofure, beautiful as the 
gardens of Paradife, but of a fmall extent. Through the middle, 
there was a green walk; at the end, a wild defart; and beyond, 
impenetrable darknefs. ‘The walk was fhaded with trees of 
every kind, that were covered at once with bloffoms and frui 
innumerable birds were finging in the branches ; th 
which impregnated the breeze with 





intermingled with flowers, 
fragrance, and painted the path with beauty: on one fide fowed 
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a gentle tranfparent ftream, which was juft heard’ to murmur 
over the golden fands that fparkled at the bottom; and on the 
other were walks and bowers, fountains grottos and cafcades, 
which diverfified the fcene with endlefs variety, but did not conceal 
the bounds. 


WuiLe I was gazing in a tranfport of delight and wonder on 
this enchanting f{pot, 1 perceived a man ftealing along the walk 
‘with a thoughtful and deliberate pace: his eyes were fixed upon 
the earth, and his arms crofled on his bofom; he fometimes 
ftarted, asif a fudden pang had feized him; his countenance ex. 
preffed follicitude and terror; he looked round with a figh, and 
having gazed a moment on the defart that lay before him, he 
feemed as if he withed to ftop, but was impelled forward by fome 
invifible power: his features, however, foon fettled again into a 
calm melancholy; his eye was again fixed on the ground, and-he 
went on as before, with apparent reluGtance, but without emo- 
tion. I was ftruck with this appearance ; and turning haftily to 
the ANGEL, was about to enquire, what could produce fuch infe- 
licity in a being, furrounded with every object that could gratify 
every fenfe ; but he prevented my requeft: “ The book of nature,” 
faid he, “is before thee; look up, confider it and be wife.” J] looked, 
and beheld a valley between two mountains that were craggy and 
barren : on the path there was no verdure, and the mountains af 
forded no fhade; the fun burned in the Zenith, and every {pring 
was dried up: but the valley terminated in a country that was 
pleafant and fertile, thaded with woods, and adorned with build- 
ings. Ata fecond view, I difcovered a man in this valley, meagre 
indeed and naked, but his countenance was chearful, and his de- 
portment active: he kept his eye fixed upon the country before 
him, and looked as if he would have tun, but that he was re- 
ftrained, as the other had been impelled, by fome fecret influence: 
fometimes, indeed, I perceived a fudden expreffion of pain, and 
fometimes he ftepped thort as if his foot was pierced by the af- 
perities of the way ; but the fprightlinefS of his countenance in- 
{tantly returned, and he pref 


ed forward without appearance of re- 


pining or-complaint, 
r oS L 
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I TURNED again toward the ANGEL, impatient to enquire from 
what fecret fource happinefs was derived, in a fituation fo different 
from that in which it might have been expected; but he again 
prevented my requeft: “ Atmet,” faid he, “ remember what 
“< thou haft feen, and let this memorial be written upon the tablets 
“ of thy heart. Remember, Atmet, that the world in which 
** thou art placed, is but the road to another; and that happinets 
“* depends not upon the path, but the end: the value of this pe- 
*« riod of thy exiftence, is fixed by hope and fear. The wretch 
‘“¢ who withed to linger in the garden, who looked round upon 




































































‘* its limits with terror, was deftitute of enjoyment, becaufe he was 
“ deftitute of hope, and was perpetually tormented by the dread 
* of lofing that which yet he did not enjoy: the fong of the 
“« birds had been repeated till it was not heard, and the flowers 
*‘ had fo often recurred that their beauty was not feen; the river 
“© glided by unnoticed ; and he feared to lift his eye to the profped, 
“© left he fhould behold the wafte that circumfcribed it. But he 
** that toiled through the valley was happy, becaufe he looked for- 
“ ward with hope. ‘Thus, to the fojourner upon earth, it is of 
<* little moment whether the path he treads be ftrewed with 
** flowers or with thorns, if he perceives himfelf to approach thofe 
“* regions, In comparifon of which the thorns and the flowers of 
“« this wildernefs lofe their diftinGtion, and are both alike impotent 
‘* to give pleafure or pain. 
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“© Waar then has Erernat Wispom unequally diftributed ? 
«© That which can make every ftation happy, and without which 
“‘ every ftation muft be wretched, is a¢quired by ViRTUE ; and 
“« VirTUE is poffible to all. Remember, Atmert, the vifion 
“© which thou haft feen; and let my words be written on the 
“‘ tablet of thy heart, that thou may’ft direct the wanderer to 
** happinefs, and juftify GOD to men.” 

















Waite the voice of AzoRAN was yet founding in my ear, 
the profpect vanifhed from before me, and I found myfeif again 


fitting at the porch of the temple. The fun was gone down, 
the 
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Scribimus indotti dottique. Hor. 


ee HE Y who have attentively confidered- the: 
' hiftory of mankind, know that every age has 
its peculiar character.. At one time, no defire 
is felt but for military honours, every fummer 
affords battles and fieges, and the world is 
filled with ravage, bloodfhed, and devaftation: 
this fanguinary fury at length fubfides, and na- 
tions are divided into factions, by controverfies about points that will 
never be decided: men then grow weary of debate and altercation, 
and apply themfelves to the arts of profit; trading companies are 
formed, manufactures improved, and navigation extended; and 
nothing is any longer thought on, but the increafe and preferva- 
tion of property, the artifices of getting money, and the pleatures 





of {pending it. 
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fupplying cor Pee neceffities, amufes himfelf 
leifure with providing intellectual pleafures for his countrymen. 





Ir may be obferved, that of this, as of other evils, complaints 
have-been made by every generation: but though it may, perhaps, 
be true, that at all times more have been willing than have been 
able to write, yet there is no reafon for believing, that the dog- 
matical legions. of the -prefent-race, were ever-equalled in-number 
by any former period; for fo widely is fpread the itch of literary 
praife, that almoft every man is an author, either in aét or in pur- 
pofe; has either beftowed his favours on the public, or with-holds 

} 


them, that they may be more feafonably offered, or made more 


es 


worthy of acceptance. 


In former times, the pen, like the fword, was confidered as 


configned by nature to the hands of men; the ladies contented 
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Ives with private virtues and domeftic excellence, and a 
female writer, like a female warrior, was confidered asa kind of 
excentric being, that deviated, however illuftrioufly, from her due 


{phere of motion, and was, therefore, rather to be gazed at with 
” 


wonder, than countenanced b by imitation. But as the’ times patt 
are fa) ‘4 to have feen a nation of Amazons, who drew the bow and 


q 


wielded the ER eas formed encampments, and wafted nations; 


the revolution of years has now produced a generation of Amazons 


a 


of the pen, who with the fpirit of their predeceffors have fet 
mafculine tyranny at defiance, afferted their claim to the regions 


of 
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of fciences, and feem refolved to conteft the ufurpations of 
virility. 


Some, indeed, there are of both fexes, who are yet authors 
only in defire, but have not yet attained the power of executing 
their intentions; whofe performances have not arrived at bulk 
fufficient to form a volume, or who have not the confidence, 
however impatient of namelefs obfcurity, to follicit openly the 
affiftance of the printer. Among thefe are the innumerable cor- 
tefpondents of public papers, who are always offering afliftance 
which no man will receive, and fuggefting hints that are never 
taken, and who complain loudly. of the perverfenefs and arro- 
gance of authors, lament their infenfibility of their own intereft, 
and fill the coffee-houfes with dark ftories of performances by 
eminent hands, which have been offered and rejected. 


To what caufe this univerfal eagernefs of writing can be 
properly afcribed, I have not yet been able to difcover. It is faid, 
that every art is propagated in proportion to the rewards conferred 
upon it; a pofition from which a ftranger would naturally infer, 
that literature was now blefled with patronage far tranfcending 
the candour or munificence of the Auguftan age, that the road to 
greatnefs was open to none but authors, and that by writing alone 


_riches and honour were to be obtained. 


Bur fince it is true, that writers, like other competitors, are 
very little difpofed to favour one another, it is not to be expected, 
that at a time, when every man writes, any man will patronize ; 
and, accordingly, there is not one that I can recollect at prefent, 
who profeffes the leaft regard for the votaries a {clence, invites 
the addreffes of learned men, or feems to hope for reputation from 


i 


any pen but his own. 


Tue caufe, therefore, of this epidemical confpiracy for the de- 
ftruction of paper, muft remain a fecret ; nor can I difcover, whe- 
ther we owe it to the influences of the conftellations, or the in- 
temperature of feafons; whether the long continuance of the wind 
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at any fingle point, or intoxicating. vapours exhaled from the earth, 
have turned our nobles and our peafants, our foldiers and traders, 
our men and women, all into wits philofophers and writers, 


Ir is, indeed, of more importance to fearch out the cure, 
than the caufe of this intellectual malady; and he would deferve 
well of his country, who, inftead of amufing himfelf with con- 
jectural {peculations, fhould find means of perfuading the peer to 
infpect his fteward’s accounts, or repair the rural manfion of his 
anceftors, who could replace the tradefman behind his counter, 
and fend back the farmer to the mattock and the flail. 


GENERAL irregularities are known in time to remedy them- 
felves. By the conftitution of antient ASgypt, the priefthood was 
continually increafing, till at length there was no people befide 
themfelves ; the eftablifhment was then diffolved, and the number 
of priefts was reduced and limited. Thus among us, writers will, 
perhaps, be multiplied, till no readers will be found, and then the 
ambition of writing muft neceffarily ceafe. 


Bur as it will be long before the cure is thus gradually effected, 
and the evil fhould be {topped, if it be poffible, before it rifes to fo 
great a height, I could with that both fexes would fix their 
thoughts upon fome falutary confiderations, which might reprefs 
their ardour for that reputation which not one of many thoufands 
is fated to obtain. 


Ler it be deeply impreffed and frequently recolle@ed, that he 
who has not obtained the proper qualifications of an author, can 
have no excufe for the arrogance of writing, but the power of ims 
parting to mankind fomething neceflary to be known. A man un- 
educated and unlettered may fometimes ftart a ufeful thought, or 
make a lucky difcovery, or obtain by chance fome fecret of nature, 
or fome intelligence of facts, of which the moft enlightened mind 
may be ignorant, and which it is better to reveal, though by a 


rude and unfkilful communication, than to lofe for ever by fup- 
preffing it. 


Bur 
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But few will be juftified by this plea; for of the innumerable 
books and pamphlets that have overflowed the nation, fcarce one 
has made any addition to real knowledge, or contained more than 
a tranfpofition of common fentiments and a repetition of common 


phrates. 


Ir will be naturally enquired, when the man, who feels an incli- 
nation to write, may venture to fuppofe himfelf properly qualified ; 
and firice every man is inclined to think well of his own intellect, 
by what teft he may try his abilities, without hazarding the con- 
tempt or refentment of the public. 


Tue firft qualification of a writer is a perfect knowledge of 
the fubject which he undertakes to treat, fince we cannot teach 
what we do not know, nor can properly undertake to inftruct 
others, while we are ourfelves in want of inftruétion. The next 
requifite is, that he be mafter of the language in which he delivers 
his fentiments: if he treats of fcience and demonftration, that he 
has attained a ftile clear, pure, nervous and expreffive; if his 
topics be probable and perfuafory, that he be able to recommend 
them by the fuperaddition of elegance and imagery, to difplay the 
colours of varied diction, and pour forth the mufic of modulated 


periods. 


Ir it be again enquired, upon what principles any man {hall 
conclude that he wants thefe powers, it may be readily anfwered, 
that no end is attained but by the proper means; he only can ra- 
tionally prefume that he underftands a fubject, who has read and 
compared the writers that have hitherto difcuffed it, familiarifed 
their arguments to himfelf by long meditation, confulted the foun- 
dations of different fyftems, and feparated truth from error by a 
rigorous examination. 


In like manner, he only has a right to fuppofe that he can 
exprefs his thoughts, whatever they are, with perfpicuity or 


cicgance, 
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elegance, who has carefully perufed the beft authors, accurately 


noted their diverfities of ftile, diligently felected the beft modes 
ay 
WV 


dili 

of diction, and familiarifed them by long ts.of attentive practice. 

No man is arhetorician or philofopher by chance:. He who 
knows that he undertakes to write on queftions which he has 
never ftudied, may without hefitation determine, that he is about 
to wafte his own time and that of his reader, and expofe -himfelf 
to the derifion of thofe whom he afpires to inftruét: he that 
without forming his {tile by the ftudy of the beft models, haftens 
to obtrude his compofitions on the public, may be pes that 
whatever hope or flattery may fuggeft, he fhall fhock the Jearned 
ear with barbarifms, and contribute, wherever his work ‘hall 


be received, to the depravation of tafte and the corruption of 
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——— Aifiuat ingens 
Imo in corde pudor, mixtoque infania luéti, 
Fit furits agitatus amor, © confcia-virtus. Vir. 


fe HUN.DER -and a. ghoft have been fre- 
\5 quently introduced into tragedy by barren anc 
mechanical play-wrights, as proper objects to 
imprefs terror and aftonifhment, where the 
diftrefs has not been important enough to 
render it probable that nature would interpofe 





cr 


for the fake of the fufferers, and where thefe 


4 m8, 1. : Ve 
objects themfelves have not been fupported by fuitable fentiments. 
4 


° ¥ 


Thunder has, however, been made ufe of with great judgment 
and good effect by SHAKESPEARE, to heighten and imprefs the 


diftreffes of LEAR. 


Tue venerable and wretched old king is driven out by both his 
daughters, without neceflaries and without attendants, not only in 


. 4 e . 7 n 4 ie ; p 
the night, but in the midft of a moft dreadful ftorm, and on a 
pe aa rice? iis cic ATTITARIO 
bleak and barren heath. On his firft appearance in this lituation, 
} x ei ser (A 2 Ht x re 
he draws an artful and pathetic compariion, betwixt the feverity ot 


the tempeft and of his daughte: S: 


a Ch 15,14, Aaa Rumble 
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Rumble thy belly full! fpit, fire! fpout, rain! 
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters. 
I tax not you, you elements, with unkindnefs; 

I never gave you kingdom, called you children; 


2 —————_——— 
——————— SS = 


You owe me no {fubfcription. Then let fall 





H 
, 
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aa 
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Your horrible pleafure. Here I ftand your flave; 
A poor, infirm, weak, and defpis’d old man! 


Tue f{torm continuing with equal violence, he drops for a mo- 
ment the confideration of * his own miferies, and takes occafion to 

terrors which fuch commotions of nature fhould 
raife. in the teat of fecret and unpunithed villainy: 


ean aes ld re 
moralize On tl 


———— Tremble thou wretch, 


ae 
mn 
dl 
p> 
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aft within thee undivulged crimes 
Uae of juftice! Hide thee, thou bloody hand; 
Thou perjur'd, and thou fimular of virtue 
That art inceftuous! — 
——— Clofe pent-up guilts 
Rive your concealing continents, and cry 
Thefe dreadful f{ummoners grace | —— 


tle adds, with reference to to his own cafe, 


—— [am aman 
More finn’d againit, than finning. 


had diftowered on the eee ; and on “pref hit 
again to take fhelter there, ae exclaims, 


be 
oo Q 


Wit break my heart?——. 


Much 1s contained in thefe four words; as if he had’faid, “ the 





“« kindnefs and the gratitude of this fervant exceeds that of my 
“ own children. ‘Tho’ I have given them a kingdom yet have 
“* they bafely difcarded me, and fuffered a ‘ital fo old and white 
‘“‘ as mine to be expofed to this terrible tempeft, while this fellow 
“« pities and would protect me from its ragé. I-scannot bear th 
kindnefs from:a perfect ftranger; it breaks my heart.” All hes 
feems to be inc jaded in that fhort exclamation, which another 
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fuch a fuppreflion of fentiments plainly implied, is judicious and 
affecting. The reflections that follow are drawn likewife from an 
intimate kn wledge of man: 


When the mind’s free, 

The body’s delicate: the tempeft in my mind 
Doth from my fenfes take all feeling elfe, 
Save what beats there. —— 


Here the remembrance of his daughters behaviour rufhes upon him, 
and he exclaims, full of the idea of its unparalleled cruelty 

—— Filial ingratitude ! 

Is it not, as this mouth fhould tear this hand 

For lifting food to’t ! 





‘He then changes his ftile, and vows with impotent mienaces, as 
if ftill in poffeffion of the power he had refigned, to revenge him- 
felf on his oppreffors, and to fteel his breaft with fortitude.: 


—— But Pil punifh home. 
No, I will weep no more! 





But the’fenfe of his fufferings returns again, and-he forgets the 
refolution he had formed the moment before ; 


—-—lIn fuch a night, 
To fhut me out >—Pour on, I will endure !— 
In fuch.a night as this ?— 


At which, with -a beautiful oiaans. he tah addrefies 
himfelf to his abfent daughters, tenderly reminding them of the 


1 


favours he had fo lately and fo liberally conferred upon them 


O Regan, Gonerill, 
Your old kind father; whofe frank heart 
O that way ag lies ; let me {hun t 


= 
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No more of that !—— 


The turns of paffion in thefe few lines, ‘are fo quick and fo various, 
that I thought they. merited to be minutely saiheate out by a kind 
of perpetual commentary. 

Ae 
Cd LO 


"THE mind is never fo fenfibly di {pofe D1 ity the misfortunes 


7 > De } 
of others, as when -it-is-itfelf {ubdued and foftened | see calamity. 
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Adverfity diffufes a kind of facted calm over the breaft, that is the 
fulnefs and meditation. The following refleGtions 
*ioecemt — his paffion has fubfided for‘a 


LAGS 


—. 


ae o | <7 
of LEAR In his next 


fhort interval, are equally proper and {triking: 


| 
Poor naked wretches, wherefoe’er ye are, 

That bide the pelting of this pitylefs ftorm ! 
Tow fhall your houfelefs heads and unfec fides, 


Vanr las ee | and wer dow A (2 
bh UUL NEN (i ail VV db dKd V Li Cc 


He concludes with a fentiment finely fuited to his condition, and 
worthy to ‘be written in characters of gold inthe clofet of every 


ae ' ae} 
mona TC upon Cal til . 


O ! T have ta’en 
Too little care of this. ‘Take phyfic, pomp! 
Expofe thyfelf to feel what wretches feel ; 
That thou may’ft {hake the fuperflux to eas 


And fhew the Heav’ns more juft eee 


Lear being at laft perfuaded to take fhelter in the hovel, the 
poet has artfully contrived to lodge there Epcar, the difcarded 
fon of Gloucefter, who counterfeits the character and habit of .a 

aad begger Pane "y an evil demon, and whofe fuppofed fuf- 
ferings are enumerated with -an inimitable wildnefs of fancy: 

‘© Whom the foul fiend hath led thro’ fire and thro’ flame,. thro’ 

ford and whirlpool, o’er bog and quagmire; that hath laid 

knives under his pillow, «and halters in his: pew; fet ratfbane by 
his porridge ; made him proud of heart, to ride on a bay trotting 

horfe over four inch’d ee to courfe his own fhadow for a 
“ traitor.—Blefs thy five wits, Tom’s a cold!” The affumed 

madnefs-of EpGcar and the aa diftraction of Lear, forma ju- 


dicious contraft. 


Upon perceiving the nakednefs and wretchednefs of this figure, 
1 fa . . 
the poor king ‘aiks a queftion that I never could read without 


{trong emotions of pity.and admiration ; 


What! have his daug! hters brought him to this pafs:t p 
Couldft thou fave nothing? Didft thou give them all? 


And when Kent affures him, that the begger hath no daughters, 


he haftily anfwers ; 


Death, 


fo; £90.27 9? hee UA DIVA NI UCREE RR. 2738 


Death, traitor, nothing could have fubdued nature 
To fuch a lownefs, but his unkind daughters, 


Afterwards, upon the calm contemplation of the mifery of Epear, 
he breaks out into the following ferious and pathetic reflection : 
“* Thou wert better in thy grave, than to anfwer with thy un- 
** covered body this extremity of the fkies. Is man no more than 
*¢ this? Confider him well. Thou ow’ft the worm no filk, the 
“ beaft no hide, the fheep no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha! 
‘© here’s three of us are fophifticated. Thou art the thing itfelf: 
“* unaccommodated man is no more than fucha poor, bare, forked 
** animal as thou art. Off, off, you lendings! Come, unbutton 
ce here.” 


SHAKESPEARE has no where exhibited more inimitable frokes 
of his art, than in this uncommon fcene; where he has fo well 
conducted even the natural jargon of the begger, and the jeftings 
of the fool, which in other hands muft have funk into burlefque, 
that they contribute to heighten the pathetic to a very high degree. 


Tue heart of Lear having been agitated and torn by a con- 
flict of fuch oppofite and tumultuous paffions, it is not wonderful 
that his ‘ wits fhould now begin to unfettle.” he firft plain in- 
dication of the lofs of his reafon, is his calling EpGar a “learned 
*« 'Theban ;” and telling Kent, that “ he will keep ftill with his 
“« philofopher.” When he next appears, he imagines he is punifh- 
ing his daughters. The imagery is extremely ftrong, and chills 
one with horror to read it. 


To have a thoufand with red burning {pits 
Come hizzing in upon them !—— 


As the fancies of lunatics have an extraordinary force and livelinefs, 
and render the objects of their frenzy as it were prefent to their 

eyes, Lear actually thinks himfelf fuddenly reftored to his king- 
dom, and.feated in judgment to try his daughters for their cruelttes : 


ne 


Vil fee their tryal firft; bring in the evidence. 
Thou robed man of juftice take thy place; 
And thou, his yoke fellow: of equity, 

Bench by his fide. You are of the commiffion, 


Sit you too. Arraign her firft, ’tis GoNERILL —— 
Ay 
44300 
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\nd here’s another, whofe warpt looks proclaim 
> 
What ftore her heart is made of ———_~ 


Here he imagines that REcan efcapes out of his hands, and he 
eagerly exclaims, 


—-——— Stop her there. 
Arms, arms, fword, fire— Corruption in the place! 
Palfe jufticer, why haft thou let her {cape ? 


A Circumstance follows that is firangely moving indeed ; for 
he fancies that his favourite domeftic creatures, that ufed to fawn 
° ° 1 ° 
upon and carefs him, and of which he was eminently fond, have 

now their tempers changed, and join to infult him : 





— The little dogs and all, 
Tray, Blanch, and Sweet-heart, fee! they bark at me! 


He again refumes his imaginary power, and orders them to ana- 
tomize Recan ; “ See what breeds about her heart — Is there any 
** caufe in nature that makes thefe hard hearts | You, Sir,” {peak- 
ing to Epcar, “ { entertain for one of my Hunprep;” a cir- 
cumftance moft artfully introduced to remind us-of the arft affront 
he received, and to fix our thoughts on the caufes of his diftraction. 


GENERAL criticifm is on all fubjects ufelefs and unentertaining ; 
but is more than commonly abfurd with refpect to SHAKESPEARE, 
who muft be accompanied ftep by ftep, and fcene by fcene, in his 
gradual developements of characters and paflions, and whofe finer 
features mutt be fingly pointed out, if we would do compleat 
juftice to his genuine beauties. It would have been eafy to have 
declared, in general terms, “ that the madnefs of LEAR was very 
natural and pathetic ;” and the reader might then have e{caped, 
what he may, perhaps, calla multitude of well known quotations : 
but then it had been impoffible to exhibit a perfe& piture of 
the fecret workings and changes of Lrar’s mind, which vary 
in each fucceeding paflage, and which render an allegation of each 
particular fentiment, abfolutely neceflary. 
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To be continued on TuEspAYs and SATURDAYS. 








UES D-A.Y ,. December: gio Ung 3, 





Nequicquam patrias tentafii lubricus artes. ViRG. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


WILL not anticipate the fubje& of this letter, 
by relating the motives from which I ‘have 
written it; nor fhall I-expeét it to be publithed, 
if, when you have read it, you do not think 
that it contains more-than one tepic of in- 
{truction. 





My. mother has been dead fo long that I do not remember her; 
and when I was in my eighteenth year, I was left an orphan with 
a fortune of twenty thoufand pounds at my own difpofal. I have 
often been told, that 1am handfome; and I have fome reafons to 
believe it to be true, which are very far from gratifying my vanity 
or conferring happinedfs. 


VOL. Il. Bbb r 
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Iwas foon addiefled by many lovers, from among whom 1 


rs 


feleéted Hirario, the elder brother of a good family, whofe pa- 
ternal eftate was fomething more than equivalent to my fortune. 


Hrtarto was univerfally admired as a man of fenfe; and to 
confefs the truth, not much lefs as a man of pleafure. His character 


of e 1 | 1 
appeared to rife in propos as it was t rae, to endanger thofe 
¥ 1: ' 5 Cua wee Sa POR te ! 
about him ; he derived new dignity, not only from a ‘aie: of 
} 1 - } Alls N VIC al ay ae 
the men, but the blufhes of the ladies; and thofe, whofe wit or 


virtue did not fuffer by the admiffion of fuch a gueft, were ho- 


noured as perfons who could treat upon Ss: terms with a hero, 
who was become formidable by the number of his conquefts: his 


company, ther refore, was courted by all whom their fears did not 
pany, 
reftrain; the reft confidered him as moving in a {phere above 


fea 
4 1 


me vicious and petulant in their own circle, 


them, and, in proportion as they were able to imitate him, they 


© 


I was myfelf captivated with his manner and converfation; I 


hoped that upon UNpeRsTaANDING I fhould be able to engraft 


VirTuE; I was rather encouraged than cautioned by my eats 
and after a few months courtfhip I became his wife. 


DurinG a fhort time all my expectations were eratified, and I 

. ae ¥ . 
exulted in my choice. Hi1LArio was at once tender and polite; 
fent pleafures were heightened by the anticipation of future: 


my imagination was perpetually renner among the fcenes of 


poetry and romance; I appropriated every luxurious defcription 
a * tin : . 
of happy levers; and believed, that whatever time fhould take 


from defire, would be added to complacency; and that in old age 
lange the tumultuous extafy of love, for the 
tian a) laid Beet athe eae ee ete ee 

calm rational and exalted delights of frien {hip, which every year 


kindnefs, more tried 
Lal; Peay le ees } is 
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iss 3 Peles 1 
JT trom this \eqt 
4 ai 


BU irom this ple: ate t Rei 8 vas no 1 Ve seme 
me Wi ba L115 }? ailn dy €am it Was net i 10nge before la awa Ke a 
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Although it was the whole {tudy of my life to unite my pl leafures 


sh UO 


mail ae | 
with thofe of Hirario, to regulate my conduc by his will, and 
#1, vl, nity La COT an bes . = Pe a Ps “ 

thus prolong the felicity which was reflected from his bofom to 


mine 
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mine; yet his vifits abroad in which I was not a party became 
more frequent, and his general behaviour lefs kind. I perceived 
that when we were alone his mind was often abfent, and that 
my prattle became irkfome ; my afliduities to recover his attention, 
and excite him to chearfulnefs, were fometimes fuffered with a 
cold civility, fometimes wholly neglected, and fometimes peevifhly 
repreffed as ill-timed officioufnefs, by which he was rather difturbed 
than obliged. I was, indeed, at length convinced, with whatever 
reluctance, that neither my perfon nor my mind had any charm 
that could ftand in competition with variety; and though, as I 
remember, I never even with my looks upbraided him, yet I fre- 
‘quently lamented myfeli, and fpent thofe hours in which I was 


r 


forfaken by Hizarzio in folitude and 


ert 
oD 
fa) 
ae 
(ep) 
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Bur my diftrefs fill increafed, and one injury made way for 
another. Hitario, almoft as foon as he ceafed to be kind, be- 
came jealous; he knew that difappointed wifhes, and the refent- 
ment which they produce, concur to render beauty lefs follicitous 
to avoid temptation, and lefs able to refift it; and as I did not 
complain of that which he knew I could not but difcover, he 
thought he had greater reafon to fufpect that I made reprifals : 
thus his fagacity multiplied his vices, and my virtue defeated its 
own purpofe. 


Some maxims, however, which I had gathered from novels 
and plays, were {till uppermoft in my mind. I reflected often 
upon the arts of Amanpa, and the perfevering tendernefs and 
difcretion of Lapy Easy; and I believed, as I had been taught 
by the fequel of every ftory, that they could not be pradtifed 
without fuccefs, but againft fordid ftupidity and obdurate ill ‘na- 
ture ; againft the BruTes and the SutteNs, whom, on the con- 
trary, it was f{carce a crime to punith, by admitting a rake of 
parts to pleafures of which they were unworthy. 

From fuch maxims, and fuch examples, I therefore derived 
fome hope. I wifhed earneftly to detect HiILARIO in i 
delity ; that 3 in the moment of conviction I might rouze his fenfi- 
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bility of my wrongs, and exalt his opinion O 
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PuEe opportunity for which I had fo often withed; but never 


Cc 
hope, at length arrived. I learned by accident one morning, 
A 7 








that h 1g toa maifquerade; and-I im- 
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poflible iiiignation, where in the ardour of his firft 
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aqdareis 4 might Jtrike Nim Witn aftonifhment DY taxing Oi my 


maik, reprove him without reproach, and rorgive Nim without 


me 1" , a fe? Hasedic at wamlaten ste ] 
parade, mingling with the foft diftrefs of violated affection the calm 
i ‘ oO 
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IViY imagination was fred with thefe images, which I was im- 
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patient to realize. My pride, which had hitherto fuftained me 
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cr 
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above Complaint, and thrown a veil of chearfulnefs over my diftrefs, 


i EP oe 3 ae J Fel dT (hs cad eee Las 
would not fuffer me to employ an affiftant in the project I had 


wind ePrta a h C15 


t 
undertasen ; becaufe this could not be done without revealing my 
fufpicions, and confiding my .peace to the breaft of another by 
whofe malice. or caprice it might be deftroyed, and to whom I 
fhould, therefore, be brought into the moft flavith fubjection, 
without enfuring the fecrefy of which my dependance would be the 


price. I therefore refolved, at whatever rifque of difappointment or 
Pe 


etection, to trace him to the warehoufe where his habit was to be 


C 
hired, and.difcover that which he fhould chufe myfelf. 


aia! 
bet 


lz had ordered his chariot at eleven: I, therefore, wrapped 

myfelf up.in an undrefs, and fate alone in my room till I faw 

1im drive from the door. I then came down, and as foon as he 

had turned into St. James’s Street, which was not more. than 
t 


twenty yards, I went after him, and mecting with a hackney 


coach at the end of the ftreet, J got haftily into it,. and ordered 
the driver to follow the chariot at fome diftance, and to {top 


D up both the windows, and after half an hour {pent 
tormenting fufpenfe and anxiety, it {topped at the end 


of 
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of Taviftock Street. I looked haftily out of the window, hiding 
my face with my handkerchief, and faw Hriario alight at the 
diftance of about forty yards, and go into a warehoufe of which 
I could eafily diftinguith the fign. _I waited till he came out, 
and as foon as the chariot was out of fight, I difcharged the coach, 
and going immediately to the warehoufe that Hirario had left, 
I pretended to want a habit for myfelf. I faw many lying upon 
the counter, which I fuppofed had been brought out for Hira- 
r10’s choice; about thefe, therefore, I was very inquifitive, and 
took particular notice of a very rich Turkith drefs, which one of 
the fervants took up to put away. When I faw he was about to 
remove it, I afked haftily whether it was hired, and learned with 
unfpeakable fatisfaction, that it had been chofen by the gentleman 
who was juft gone. Thus far I fucceeded to the utmoft of my 
hopes, not only by difcovering Hin arto’s drefs, but by his choice 
of one fo very remarkable; for. if he had chofen a domino, my 
fcheme would have been rendered impracticable, becaufe in a do- 
mino I could not certainly have diftinguifhed him from others 


As I had now gained the intelligence I wanted, I was impa- 
tient to leave the fhop ; which it was not difficult to do, as it was 
juft filled with ladies from two coaches, and the people were in 
a hurry to accommodate them. My drefs did not attra’ much 
notice, nor promife much advantage ; I was, therefore, willingly 
fuffered to depart, upon flightly leaving word that I would call 
again. 


Wuen I got into the ftreet, I confidered that it would not 
have been prudent to have hired a» habit, where Hirario would 
either come to-drefs, or fend for that which he had hired for him- 
felf: I, therefore, took another coach at the end of Southampton 
Street, and went to.a fhop near the Hay-market, where I ha 
before purchafed a capuchin and fome other trifles, and where 
knew habits were to be hired, though not in fo publica manner 
as.at other places. 


I now returned home; and fuch .was the joy and expectation 


which my fuccefs infpired, that I had forgot I had iscasted 
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only in an attempt, for which I could find neither motive nor 


. 3 $ »} exliel gas afa 
apology but in my wretchednefs, 


Dvrinc the interval between my return and the time when the 
doors of the theatre were to be opened, I fuffered the utmoft in- 
quietude and impatience. I looked every moment at my watch, 
could {carce believe that it did not by fome accident go too flow, 
and was continually liftening to difcover whether it had not ftop- 
ped: but the lingering hour at length arrived; and though I was 
among the firft that er ‘ered, yet it was not long before I fingled 
out my victim, and found means to attract his regard, 


I wap, when I was at {chool, learned a Way of expreffing the 
alphabet with my fingers, which I have fince difcovered to be 
more generally known than at that time I imagined. HiILrario, 
during his courtfhip, had once obferved me ufing it toa lady who 
had been my {chool-fellow, and would never let me reft till I had 
taught it him. In this manner J] faw my Turk converfing with a 
Nun, from whom he fuddenly turned with an appearanc of vexa- 
tion and difappointment. I thought this a favourable opportunity 
to accoft him ; and, therefore, as he pafied by me, I pulled him 
gently by the fleeve, and {pelt with my fingers the words “{ 
““underftand.” At firft I was afraid of being difcovered by thew- 
ing my art; but I refleGted, that it would effeually fecure me: 
from being difcovered by my voice, which I confidered as ‘the 
more formidable danger. I perceived that he was greatly pleafed ; 
and after a ery fhort converfation, which he feemed to make a 
point of continuing in the manner I had begun, an affignation 
was made, in confequence of which we proceeded in chairs to 4 
bagnio near Covent-Garden. During this journey my mind was 
in great agitation ; and it is difficult to determine, whether plea- 
fure or pain was predominant. I did not, however, fail to anti- 
cipate my triumph in the confufion of Hriarto: I conceived 
the manner and the terms in which I would addrefs him, and 
exulted in the {uperiority which I fhould acquire by this oppofi- 
tion of his charater to mine. 
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SATURDAY, December 22, 1753. 





———_-———— Animorum 
Impulfu, ct cecd magnaque cupidine duétt. Juv. 
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Rests IPE E was ready to receive me when my chair was 
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brought into rhe entry, and giving me his hand 


[fc 
oie S ° 
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Y, 


Ne led me haftily up ftairs. As foon as we en- 
% ¥= tered the room he fhut the door, and, taking off 
a ae & his mafk, run to me with the utmoft impatience 
PONLOCAS to take off mine. This was the important mo- 


ment; but at this moment I difcovered, with inexpreflible aftonith- 
ment and terror, that the perfon with whom I was alone in a 
brothel, was not Hitario, but CAPRINUS, 2 wretch whom I well 


remembered to have {een among the rakes that he frequently 


brought to his table. 


Ar this fight, fo unexpected and fo dreadful, I fhrieked aloud, 
and threw myfelf from him into an eafy chair that ftood by the 
bedfide. Caprinus, probably believing I had fainted, haftily 


ry 


tore away my mafk to give me air. At the firft view of my 


face, he ftarted back, and gazed at me-with the fame wonder 


W301 al. Cee that 
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that had fixed my-eyes upon him. But our amazement was the 
next moment increafed ; for H1Lar1o, who had fucceeded in his 
intrigue, with whatever lady, happened to be in the next room, 
and either alarmed by the voice of ‘diftrefs, - or knowing it to be 
mine, rufhed in at the door-which flew open before him; but, at 
the next {tep, ftood fixed in the fame ftupor of aftonifhment which 
had feized us. After a moment’s recollection, he came up to me, 
and, dragging me to the candle, gazed ftedfaftly in my face with 
a look fo frightful as never to be forgotten; it was the. pale coun- 
tenance of rage, which contempt had diftorted with a fmile; his 
lips quivered, and he told me ina voice fearce articulate, that 
“‘ though I might well be frighted at having ftumbled ‘upon an 
“¢ acquaintance whom I doubted whether I could truft, yet I thould 
“* not have {creamed fo loud.” After this infult, he quitted me 
with as much negligence as he could affume; and bowing ob- 
fequioufly to Caprinus, told him, “ he would leave me to his care.” 
Caprinus had not fufficient prefence of mind to reply ; nor had:JI 
power to make any attempt, either to pacify or retain HiLario. 


WueEn he was gone I’ burft into’ tears,’ but was {till unable to 


‘{peak. From this agony Caprinus laboured to zelieve me; and I 


began to hope, that hefincerely participated myditlrefs : CAPRINUs, 
however, foon-appeared to be chiefly. follicitous to improve what, 
with refpect to himfelf, he began to think:a fortunate miftake, He 
had no conception, that I intended.an affignation with my hufband; 
but believed, like Hirarro, that .I. had «miftaken: the perfon for 
whom my favours.were.intended: while .he lamented my- diftrefs 
and difappointment, therefore, he prefied my .hand with great 


-ardor, wifhed that.he had. been thought worthy of my confidence 


and my love, and to facilitate’ his defign upon the wife of his friend, 
declared: himfelf asman of honour, and that he-would maintain 
the character at the. hazard: of his life. 


To ‘fuch an addrefs in fuch circumiftances, what could '[ reply? 
Grief had difarmed my refentment, and the pride of fufpected 


~virtue had foffaken me. I expreffed myfelf, notin reproaches 


4 
f 


but complaints ; and abruptly difengaging myfelf:- from him, iJ 
-adjured him to tell.me, “how he.had procured his habit, and 


«© whether 
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«© whether it had not been hired Htrario.” He feemed to be 
{truck with the queftion, and the manner in which I urged it: 
<< T hired it,” faid he, ‘* myfelf, ata warehoufe in Taviftock Street; 
«© but when. I came to demand it, I was told it had been the fub- 
<< je&t of much confufion and difpute. When I made my agree- 
<s ment, the mafter-was abfent.; and the fervant neglecting to ac- 
quaint him with it at his return, he afterwards, in the abfence 
‘*¢ of the fervant, made the fame agreement with another; but I 
« know not with whom; and it was with great difficulty that he 
“<< was brought to relinquifh his.claim, after he had been.convinced 
“© of the miftake.” 

























































































I ‘wow clearly difcovered the fnare in which I had been taken, 
-and could ‘only lament that it was impoflible to efcape. ‘Whether 
»Caprinus' began to conceive: my defign, or-whether he was indeed 
‘touched at my diftrefs, which all hisattempts to alleviate increafed, 





























‘I know not; but he defifted from further proteftations and impor- 
“tunity, and at my earneft requeft procured.me a.chair ‘and left me 
‘to my- fortune. 








‘Twow'reflected, with inconceivable anguith, upon the change 
‘which a few hours had made.in my condition. I had left my houfe 
-in the height of expeCtation, that ina few hours I fhould add to 
‘the dignity of an untainted reputation the felicity of conjugal en- 











«dearments. ‘I returned difappointed and degraded ; detected in all 
“the circumftances of guilt, to which.I had not -approached-even in 
‘thought ; having juftified the jealoufy which.I fought to remove, 











-and forfeited the efteem which I hoped to improve to venera- 
tion, “With thefe thoughts-I once more entered my dreffing room, 
“which was-on the‘fame floor with my chamber, and in -lefs than 
thalf-an hour I heard Hirario-come in. 


‘He went immediately to his .chamber; and being told that-I 
“was in the next room, he. locked the door, but did not go to bed, 





“for | could hear him walk backward and forward -all the night. 


Earty-in the morning I fent a fealed billet to him by his valet: 


‘for .I had-not made a.confidante, even of my woman: it contained 
7 b Weer 
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only a prefling intreaty to be heard, and‘a folemn’ affeveration: of 
m ; innocence, which I hoped it would not be impoffible to prove. 
e fent me a verbal anfwer, that I might come to him: to him, 
therefore, I went, not asa judge but a criminal, not to accufe him 
whom I knew to be guilty, but to juftify myfelf whom I knew to 
be innocent; and at this moment, I would have given the world 
to have been reftored to that ftate, which the day before 1 had 
thought intolerable. 


I rounp him in great agitation, which yet he laboured to con- 


ceal. I, therefore, hafted to relate my project, the motives from 
which it was undertaken, and the means by which it had been 


difappointed. He heard me with calmnefs and attention, til I 
related the particular of the habit: this threw him into a new fit 
of jealoufy, and ftarting from his feat, “‘ What,” faid he, ‘‘ have 
‘“‘ you paid for this intelligence ? Of whom could you learn it, 
‘¢ but the wretch with whom I left you? Did he not, when he 
“© found you were difappointed of another, follicit for himfelf ?” 
Here he paufed for my reply; and as I could not deny the fact, 
I was filent: my inviolable regard for truth was miftaken for the 
confufion of guilt, and equally prevented my juftification... His 
paflion returned with yet greater violence. ‘1 know,” faid he, 
‘«¢ that Caprinus related this incident, only that you might be en- 
‘“¢ bled to impofe upon my credulity, and that he might obt@in a 
“ participation of the favours which you lavithed upon others: 
but I am not thus to be deceived by the concurrence of accident 
with cunning, nor reconciled to the infamy which you have 
brought upon my name.” With this injurious reproach he would 
have left me; but I caught hold of him, and intreated that he 


would go with me to the warehoufe, where the teftimony of per- 


e¢ 
ce 


ec 


fons, wholly difinterefted, might convince him that I was there im-- 
mediately after him, and enquired which drefs he had chofen. 
To this requeft he replied, by afking me, in a peremptory tone, 
«« Whether Caprinus had not told me where the habit was hired ?” 
As I was {truck with the fuddennefs and the defign of the queftion, 
i had not fortitude to confefsa truth which yet I difdained to deny. 


Ei:LARIo again triumphed in the fuccefsful detection of my arti- 


fices ; 
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ad 


fices; and.told me, with a f{neer of infupportable contempt and 


1 
derifion, that ‘‘ he, who had fo kindly directed me to find my 
“© witnefies, was too able a follicitor, not to acquaint them what 


‘¢ teftimony they were to give.” 


IXPOSTULATION was now at an end, and I difdained to intreat 
any mercy under the imputation of guilt.. All that remained, 
therefore, was ftill to hide my wretchednefs in my bofom ; and, if 
poffible, preferve that chara¢ter abroad, which I had loft at home. 
But this I foon found to be a vain attempt: it was immediately 
whifpered, asa fecret, that “* Hirarro, who had long fufpected 
‘¢ me of a criminal correfpondence, had at length traced me from 
“‘ the mafquerade to a bagnio, and furprized me with a fellow.” 
It was in vain for me to attempt the recovery of my character by 
giving another turn to this report, for the principal facts I could 
not deny; and thofe who appeared to be moft my friends, after 
they had attended to what they called nice diftin@ions and minute 
circumftances, could only fay, that it was a dark affair, and they 
hoped I was not fo guilty as was generally believed. I was 
avoided by my female acquaintance as infamous: if I went abroad, 
I was pointed out with a whifper, and a nod; and if I flayed at 
home, I faw no face but my fervant’s. Thofe, whofe levity I had 
filently cenfured by declining to practife it, now revenged them- 
felves of the virtue by which they were condemned, and thanked 
GOD they had never yet picked up fellows, though they were 


‘not fo {queamifh as to refufe going to a ball. But this was not the 


worft: every libertine, whofe fortune authorifed the infolence, was 
now making me offers of protection in namelefs {crawls, and 
feared not to follicit me to adultery; they dared to hope I fhoul 
accept their propofal by directing to A B, who declares, like Ca- 
PRINuS, that he is a man of honour, and will not {cruple to run my 
hufband through the body, who now, indeed, thought himfelf 
authorized to treat me with every fpecies of cruelty but blows, at 
the fame time that his houfe was a perpetual fcene of lewdnefs 


and debauchery. 


REITERATED provocation and infult foon became intoller- 


E 
able: I therefore applied a diftant relation, who fo far interefted 
dh e i Ww t p fo h ¢ u oe 9 PRZ 


himfelf 
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himfelf in my behelf as to obtain me a feparate maintenance, with 

which I retired into the country, and in this world have no hope 
‘ | 
lg 


- bays ‘7. syreit 
perpetuate my ‘obfcurity. 


In this obfcurity, however, your paper is known; and I have 

communicated an adventure to the ADVENTURER, not merely to 
indulge complaint, or gratify curiofity, but becaufe I think it con- 
firms fome principles which you have sbefite illuftrated, 
Tose who doubt of a future retribution, may refleét, that I have 
been involved in all the miferies of guilt, cae xe reproach of 
confcience and the fear of hell, by an attempt which was intended 
to reclaim another from vice,.and obtain the reward of my own 
virtue. 


My example may deter others from venturing to the verge of 
rectitude, and afluming the appearance of évil. On the other 
hand, thofe, who judge of mere appearances without charity, may 

emark that no conduct was ever condemned with lefs thew of in- 
jurious feverity, nor yet with lefs juftice than mine. Whether my 
narrative will be believed indeed I cannot determine; but where 
innocence is poffible, it is dangerous to impute guilt, becaufe “ with 
“¢ whatfoever judgment men judge they fhall be judged ;” a truth 
which, if it was remembered and believed by all who profefs to 
receive itupon DivinEAuTHORITY, would impofe filence upon the 
cenforious and extort candour from the felfith. And J] hope that 
the ladies, who read my ftory, will never hear but with indigna- 
tion, that the underftanding of a LigerTine is a pledge of refor- 
mation; for his life cannot be known without abhorrence, nor 
fhared without ruin. 


Your humble fervant, 


DESDEMONA. 
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Latius regnes avidum domand 
Spiritum, quam fi Lybiam remotis 
Gadibus jungas, et uterque Penus 
Serviat unt. Hor. 


SHEN Socrates was afked, “ which of 
“mortal men was'to be accounted neareft to 
“ the'G ODS in ‘happinefs?” he anfwered, 


“ that man, who is in want of the feweit 





»\) aw things.” 


In this anfwer, SocraTes left it tobe guefled by his auditors, 
whether, by the exemption from want which was to conititute hap- 
pinefs, he meant amplitude of pofleffions or contraction of defire. 
And, indeed, there is fo little difference between them, that 
ALEXANDER the great confefled the inhabitant of a tub the next 
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man to the mafter of the ° Rae and left a declaration to future 


ages, that if he were not ALExANDER, he thould with to be 


D Tor NES. 
> ITA {+9 ! > | XT 9 Par 
Tuese two ftates, how though they refemble each other 
4 { ~ % x7 1x 1 {net tr +} sg 

in their confequence, ditter widely with refpect to the facility with 


which they may be attained. To make great acquifitions, can 
happen to very few; and in the uncertainty of human affairs, te 
many it will be incident to labour without reward, and to lofe 
what they already poffefs by endeavours to make it more; fome 


will al lways want abilities, and others opportunities to accumulate 


wealth. It is, therefore, happy, that nature has allowed us a 
more certain and e a road to plenty ; every man may grow. rich 


by contracting his wifhes, and by quiet acquiefcence in what has 
beet given him sty the abfence of more. 

YeT fo far is almoft every man from emulating the ha ippinefs 
of the Gods, by any other means than gra{ping at sscis power ; 
that it feems to be the great bufinefs of life, to create wahts as 
faft as they are fatisfied. It has been long obferved by moralifts, 
that every man {quanders or lofes a great part of that life: of 
which every man knows and deplores the fhortnefs; and it. may 
be remarked with equal juftnefs, that though every man laments 
his own. infufficiency to his | happinefs, and knows himfelf a ne- 
ceflitous and precarious being, inceflantly follic iting tl the affiftance 
of others, and feeling wants which his own art or ftrength cannot 


ipply; yet there is no man, who does not, by the fuper- 


7 


} Po o £ TIAN ] ran 4 ( 
addition Oi unnatural cares, render himfelf {till more dependar 
>] 
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who does not create an artificial poverty, and fuffer Saati to 
4 

Gh hr p< Laat tis into 4 Lon & tela oa) ae oe Ee RW 

feel pain for the want of that, of which, when it is gainec l, he 


PAR RK a 
4 ahi have no ent OYE HEN. 


few 
by 


hs Taw Ait aera Ala ey re Se if 
becaufe it fteals away filent and invifible, and many an hour 


1 


is pafled before we recollect that it is paffing; fo unnatural 


c 


fires infinuate themfelves unobferved into the mind, and we do 


defire 


not perceive that they are eae upon us, till the pain which they 


give us awakens us to notice. No man is fufficiently pas) ant to 
take account of every minute of his li ife, or to watch very motion 


of his heart. Much of our time likewife is facrificed to cuftom; 


ae 


we trifle, becaufe we fee others trifle: in the fame manner, we 


catch kon example the contagion of defire; we fee all about 


4 


us bufied in polit of imaginary good, and begin to buftle in the 


fame chafe, left greater activity fhould triumph over us. 


Ir is true, that to man, asa member of fociety, many thin 


€ 
oS 
= 


become necefflary, which, ra aps, in a ftate of nature are fu- 


pe 

perfiuous ; and that many things, not abfolutely neceffary, are yet 

fo ufeful and convenient, that ae cannot eafily be f{pared. I 

will:make yet a more ample and liberal conceffion. In opulent 

Patee d1 “eo ular onvernn f th (ge a) tati t alth A 

ftates ‘and regular governments, the temptations to wealth and 
1 


rank, and to the diftinctions that follow them, are fuch as no 


force of underftanding finds it eafy to re fit. 


Ir, therefore, I faw the quiet of life difturbed only by en- 
-deavours after wealth and honour ; by follicitude, which the world, 
whether juftly or not, confidered as important ; I fhould {carcely 
have had courage to inculcate any precepts of moderation and for- 

earance. He that is Sead # a perfuit, in which all mankind 
profefs to be his rivals, is {upported by the authority of all man- 
kind in the profecution of his defign, and will, therefore, fcarcely 
ftop to hear the lectures of a folitary philofopher. Nor am I cer- 
tain, that the accumulation of honeft gain ought to be hindered, 
1e ambition of juft honours always to be repreffed. What- 


ever 



































































































































































































































































































































292 THE ADVENTURER, No. 119. 


ever can enable the poffeffor to confer any benefit upon others, 
may be defired upon virtuous principles; and we ought not toe 
rafhly to accufe any man of intending to confine the influence 


of his acquifitions to himfelf. 


But if we look round upon mankind, whom {hall we find 
among thofe that fortune permits to form their own manners, 
that is not tormenting himfelf with a with for fomething, of 
which all the pleafure and all.the benefit will ceafe at the moment 
of attainment? One -man is beggering his pofterity to build a 
houfe, which when finifhed he never will inhabit; another is le- 
velling mountains to open a profpect, which, when he has once 
enjoyed it, he can enjoy no more; another is painting cielings, 
carving wain{fcot, and filling his apartments with coftly furniture, 
only that fome neighbouring houfe may not be richer or finer than 


his own. 


TuaT fplendor and elegance are not defireable, I am not fo 
abftracted from life as to inculcate; but if we enquire clofely into 
the reafon for which they are efteemed, we fhall find them valued 
principally as evidences of wealth. Nothing, therefore, can thew 
greater depravity of underftanding, than to delight in the thew 


when the reality is wanting; or voluntarily to become poor, that 


ftrangers may for a time imagine us to be rich. 


Bur there are yet minuter objects and more trifling anxieties. 
Men may be found, who are i from fleep by the want of a 
fhell particularly variegated ; who are wafting their lives, in ftrata- 
gems to obtain a book in a aoe which they do not under- 
ftand; who pine with envy at the fowers of another man’s par- 
terre ; who hover like vultures round the owner of a foffil, ia 
hopes to plunder his cabinet at his death; and who would not 


much 
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much regret to fee a ftreet in flames, if a box of medals might 
be fcattered in the tumult. 

Fir that imagines. me to {peak of thefe fages in terms exagverated 
and hyperbolical, has converfed but little with the race of vir- 
tuofo’s. A flight acquaintance with their ftudies, and a few vifits 
to their aflemblies, would inform him, that nothing is. fo worth- 


7 


lefs, but that prejudice and caprice can give value; nor any 
thing of fo little ufe, but that by indulging an idle competition, 
or unreafonable pride, a man may make it to.himfelf one of the 


neceffaries of life, 


Desires like thefe, I may furel ly, without incurring the.cen- 
fure of morofenefs, advife every man to repel when they invade 
“his mind ;.or if he admits them, -never to allow them any greater 
influence, than is neceflary to give petty employments the power 


of pleafing, and.diverfify the day with flight amufements. 


An ardent with, whatever be its object, will always be .able 
to interrupt tranquillity. What we believe ourfelves to want, 
torments us not in proportion to its real value, but according to 
the eftimation by which we have rated it in our own minds : in 
fome difeafes, the patient has been obferved to long for food, 
which f{carce any extremity of hunger would in health have com- 
pelled him to fwallow; but while his organs were thus depraved 
the craving was irrefiftible, nor could any reft be obtained till it 
was appeafed by compliance. Of the fame nature are the irregular 
appetites of the mind; though they are often excited by trifles, 
‘they are equally difquieting with real wants: the Roman, who 

: ; 


wept at the death of his lamprey, felt the fame degree of forrow 


that extorts tears on other occafions. 
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INORDINATE defires, of whatever kind, ought to be'reprefied 


upon yet a higher cont fideration ; they muft be confidéred as ene- 
mies not only to Happiness but to VirTur. There.are men 
among thofe commonly reckoned the learned and the wife, who 


{pare no ftratagems, to remove a competitor at an auction, who 
ne price of a rarity. at the expence of truth, and whom 
it is not fafe to truft alone in a library or cabinet. ‘Thefe are 
faults, which the fraternity feem to look upon as jocular mifchiefs, 
or to think excufed by the violence of the temf station: but I fhall 
always fear that he, who accuftoms himfelf to fraud in little 
things, wants only op ia tunity to practife it in greater ; “ he that 
‘<< has hardened himfelf by killing a fheep,” fays PyTHacoras, 


« will with lefs reluétance fhed the blood of man.” 


To prize every thing according to its REAL ufe, ought to be 
the aim of a rational being. There are few things which -can 
much conduce to Happiness, and, therefore, few things to be 
ardently defired. He that looks upon the bufinefs and buftle of 
the world, with the philofophy with which SocrarTes furveyed 
the fair at Athens, will turn away at laft with his exclamation, 


‘«¢ How many things are here which I do not want!” 
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To be continued on TuEsDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, December 29, 1753. 





—_————— —— —— Ultima femper 
Expeétanda dies homini, dicique beatus 
Ante obitum nemo Jupremaque funera debet. Ovip. 


3 “a HE numerous miferies of human life have ex- 


torted in all ages an univerfal complaint. The 





Cay” TEs be i { ex ‘ e . . 
ee 4@ wifeft of men terminated all his experiments 


in fearch of happinefs, by the mournful con- 


feffion, that ‘all is vanity;” and the antient 





patriarchs lamented, that “the days of their 


9? 
e 


ve pilgrimage were few and evil 


THERE is, indeed, no topic on which it is more fuperfluous to 
accumulate authorities, nor any affertion of which our own eyes 
will more eafily difcover, or our fenfations more frequently im- 
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preis the tt oes than, tnat mifery is the lot or man, that our pre- 
i ~ aha deca 
| ient ftate is a ftate of danger and infelicity. 
Bil NAT Hoos “ 4 At srofpect of Tif 7] x 1 
i WHEN we take the moft. diftant profpect of life, what does it 
t ; . ; a } 
iy ‘. =. on yaA¢ af “y4a ( 
f refent us but a chaos of unhappinefs, a confufed and tumultuous 
i 

f Nat : Irontetmediannaintment oneness c rE 

icene or labour and conteit, difappointment and defeat? If we view 
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pait ages 1n the renection of hiftory, what ao fney omer to our 
= ~ 


4° 


meditation but crimes and calamities? One year is diftinguifhed 
by a famine, another by an od aa kingdoms are made de- 
folate, fometimes by wars, and fometimes by pelle the peace 
of the world is interrupted at one time by the caprices of a tyrant, 
at another by the 1 ‘age of a conqueror. The mei emory is ftored only 
with viciffitudes of evil; and the ha ppinefs, fuch as it is, of one 
part of mankind, is found to arife commonly from fanguinary 
fuccefs, from victories which confer upon them the power, not fo 
~ } ; 71 - life 5 ant VOUT 14 Nant = ° e 

much of improving life by any new enjoyment, as of inflicting 
mifery on others, and gratifying their own pride by comparative 


ereatnels. 


Bur by him that examines life with a more clofe attention, the 
happinefs of the world will be found {till lefs than it appears. In 
fome intervals of public profperity, or, to ufe terms more proper, 
in fome intermiffions of calamity, a general diffufion of happi- 
nefs may feem to overfpread a people ; all is triumph and exulta- 
tation, jollity and plenty; there are no public fears and dangers, 
and ‘*no complainings in the ftreets.” But the condition of indivi- 
duals is very little mended by this general calm; pain and malice 
and difcontent {till continue their havock, the filent depredation goes 
inceflantly forward, and the grave continues to be filled by the 


victims of forrow. 


He that enters a gay afie embly, beholds the chearfulnefs dif 
layed in every countenance, and finds all fitting vacant and dif- 
p J ; 


engaged, 
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engaged, with no other attention than to give or to receive plea- 
fare; would naturally imagine, that he had reached at laft the 
metropolis of felicity, the place facred to gladnefs of heart, from 
whence all fear and anxiety were irreverfibly excluded.. Such, in- 
deed, we may often find to be the opinion of thofe, who from a 
lower {tation look up to the pomp and gayety which they cannot 
reach; but who is there of thofe who frequent thefe luxurious 
affemblies, that will not confefs his own uneafinefs, or cannot re- 
count the vexations and diftrefles that prey upon the lives of his 


tb Bee 
gay companions! 


Tue world, in its beft ftate, is nothing more than a larger af- 
fembly of beings, combining to counterfeit happinefs which they 
do not feel, employing every art and contrivance to embellith life, 


and to hide their real condition from the eyes of one another. 


Tue fpecies of happinefs moft obvious to the obfervation of 
others, is that which depends upon the goods of fortune; yet even 
this is often fictitious. There is in the world more poverty than 
is generally imagined; not only becaufe many whofe poffeffions 
are large have defires {till larger, and many meafure their wants by 
the gratifications which others enjoy ; but great numbers are 
prefled by real neceflities which it is their chief ambition to con- 
ceal, and are forced to purchafe the appearance of competence 


and chearfulnefs at the expence of many comforts and conve- 


niences of life: 


Many, however, are confeffedly rich, and many more are fuf- 
ficiently removed from all danger of real poverty: but it has 
been long ago remarked, that money cannot purchafe quiet; the 
higheft of mankind can promife themfelves no exemption from 
that difcord or fufpicion, by which the fweetnefs of domieftic re- 


tirement 
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tirement is deftroyed ; and muft always be even more expofed, in 
the fame decree as they are elevated above others, to the treachery 


oO 


of dependant 


ie 9) 


, the calumny of defamers, and the violence of 
opponents, 

AFFLICTION is infeparable from our prefent ftate; it adheres 
to all the inhabitants of this world in different proportions indeed, 
but with an allotment which feems very little regulated by our own 
conduct. It has been the boaft of fome {welling moralifts, that 
every man’s fortune was in his own power, that prudence fupplied 
the place of all other divinities, and that happinefs is the unfailing 
confequence of virtue. But furely, the quiver of OMNIPOTENCE 
is ftored with arrows, againft which the fhield of human virtue, 
however adamantine it has been boafted, is held up in vain: we 
do not always fuffer by our crimes; we are not always protected 


by our innocence. 


A coop Man is by no means exempt from the danger of 
fuffering by the crimes of others; even his goodnefs may raife 
him enemies of implacable malice and reftlefs perfeverance : the 
good man has never been warranted by Heaven from the treachery 
of friends, the difobedience of children, or the difhonefty of a 
wife: he may fee his cares made ufelefs by profufion, his in- 
ftruCtions defeated by perverfenefs, and his kindnefs rejected by 
ingratitude ; he may languifh under the infamy of falfe accufa- 


tions, or perifh reproachfully by an unjuft fentence. 


A coop Maw is fubject, like-other mortals, to all the influ- 
ences of natural evil: his harveft is not fpared by the tempeft, nor 
his cattle by the murrain ; his houfe flames like others in a con- 
flagration ; nor have his fhips any peculiar power of refitting hur- 
ricanes: his mind, however elevated, inhabits a body fubje@& to 


innumerable 
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Innumerabie cafualties, of which he mut always fhare the dan- 

gers and the pains; he bears about him the feeds of difeate 
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gout or ftone ; at one time groaning with infufferable anguith, at 


we re 
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+] Wolvedan idlefne and 
another dilfioived in liftlefinefs and languor. 


From this general and indifcriminate dittribution of mifery, 
the moralifts have always derived one of their ftrongeft moral 
arguments for a Furure Srare; for fince the common events 
of the prefent life happen alike to the good and bad, it follows 
from the Justice of the Supreme BrInG, that there muft be 
another ftate of exiftence, in which a juft retribution fthail be 
made, and every man fhall be happy and miferable according 


to his works. 


THE miferies of life, may, perhaps, afford fome proof of a 
future ftate, compared as well with the Mercy as the JUSTICE of 
GOD. It is {carcely to be imagined, that Inrinrre Benrvo- 
LENCE would create a being capable of enjoying fo much more 
than is here to be enjoyed, and qualified by nature to prolong pain 
by remembrance and anticipate it by terror, if he was not de- 
figned for fomething nobler and better than a ftate, in which many 
of his faculties can ferve only for his torment, in which he is to 
be importuned by defires that never can be fatisfied, to feel many 
evils which he had no power to avoid, and to fear many which 
he fhall never feel: there will furely come a time, when every 
capacity of happinefs fhall be filled, and none thall be wretched 
but by his own fault. 


In the mean time, it is by affliction chiefly that the heart of 
man is purified, and that the thoughts are fixed upon a better 


ftate. Profperity, allayed and imperfect as it is, has power to in- 
toxicate 
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toxicate the imagination, to fix the mind upon the prefent fcene, 
to produce confidence and elation, and to make him who enjoys 
affluence and honours forget the hand: by which they were be- 
(rowed. It is feldom that we are otherwife, than by affliction, 
awakened to a fenfe of our own imbecillity, or taught to know 
how little all our acquifitions can conduce to fafety or to quiet ; 
and how juftly we may afcribe to the fuperintendence of a HiGuEr 
Power, thofe bleffings which in the wantonnefs of fuccefs we 


confidered as the attainments of our policy or courage. 


Norurnc confers fo much ability to refift the temptations that 
perpetually furround us, as an habitual confideration of the fhort- 
nefs of life, and the uncertainty of thofe pleafures that follicit our 
perfuit ; and this confideration can be inculcated only by affliction. 
“© © Death! how bitter is the remembrance of thee, to 2 man 
“ that lives at eafe in his poffeffions.” If-our prefent ftate were 
one continued fucceflion of delights, or one uniform flow of 
calmne(s. and tranquillity, we fhould never willingly think upon 
its end; death would then furely furprize us as “a thief inthe 
“night ;” and our tafk of duty would remain unfinifhed, till “* the 


“ night came when no man can work.” 


Waite affliction thus prepares us for felicity, we may confole 
ourfelves under its preffures, by remembering, that they are no 
particular marks of Divine DisPLeasure ; fince all the diftreffes 
of ‘perfecution have been fuffered by thofe, ‘‘ of whom the world 
‘was not worthy ;” and the REDEEMER of Manxrnp himfelf 


was “aman of forrows and acquainted with grief.” 
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Arma virumque cano, Troj@ qui primus ab oris 
Ltaham fato 0 pr fuss, Lavinaque ventt 
Litora. Multum ille et terris jattatus et alto; 
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Multa quogue et bello pafus. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


ag I EW nights ago, after I came home from 
the tavern, I took up the firft volume of your 
papers, which at prefent is depofited near the 
elbow chair in my chamber, and happened to 
read the fifth number which contains the nar- 
tative of aF Lea. After I fell afleep, I imagined 
the book ftill to lie open before me, and that at 
the bottom of the page I faw not a Fee but a 
Lousr, who addreffed me with fuch folemnity of accent, that it 
brought to my mind fome orations which I had formerly heard in 
faint Stephen’s chapel. 
Sir, faid he, it has been remarked by thofe, who have enriched 
themfelves from the mines of knowledge by deep refearches and 
Jaborious ftudy, that fublunary beings are all.mortal, and that life 
is a {tate of perpetual peril and inquietude: fuch, indeed, hitherto 
has been my experience; a ie yet I do not remembér, that I have 
‘brought calamity upon mytel {bya any uncommon deviations either 
from virtue or DinRER 
I was hatched in the head of a boy about eight years old, who 
was placed under the care of a parith nurfe, and educated at the 
charity {chool. In this place, as in a Bop ule us city, I foon SHG 
a fettlement; and as our ftate of adolefcence is fhort, had in a few 
months a numerous family. This, indeed, was the happiett period 
of my life; I fuffered little apprehenfion from the comb or the 
razor, and forefaw no misfo tune, except that our country fhould 
be overftocked, and we fhould be pce to wander, like the 
Barbarians of the North, in fearch of another, But it happened 
7 £ 
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3 
that the lord of our foil, in an evil hour, went with fome of his 
companions to Highgate. Juft at the top of the hill was a flage 
and 2 mountebank, where feveral feats of wit and humour were 
performed by a gentleman with a gtidiron wpon his back, who 
aftifted the doGtor in his vocation. We were prefently in the midft 
_of the crowd, and foon after upon the flage ; which the boy was 
perfuaded to afcend, that by a fudden ftroke of conjutation, a great 
quantity of gold might be conveyed under his hat. Under his hat, 
however, the dextrous but mifchievous operator, having imper- 
ceptibly conveyed a rotten egg, clapped his hand fmartly upon it, 
and {hewed the aurum potabile running down on each fide, to the 
unfpeakable delight of the beholders, but to the great difappoint- 
ment of the boy and the total ruin of our community. 

Ir is impoffible to defcribe the confufion and diftrefs which this 
accident initantly. produced among us: we were at once buried in 
a quag, intollerably noifome, and infuperably vifcid: thofe who 
had been overturned in its paffage, found it impoflible to recover 
their fituation; and the few, who happening to he near the borders 
of the fuffufion, had with the utmoft efforts of their ftrength crawled 
to thofe parts which it had not reached, laboured in vain to free 
themfelves from fhackles which every moment became more ftrong 
as the fubftance which formed them grew more hard, and threatened 
in a fhort time totally to deprive them of all power of motion. I 
was myfelf among this number, and cannot even now recollect 
my fituation without fhuddering at my danger. In the mean time 
the candidate for enchanted gold, who in the fearch of pleafure had 
found only dirt and hunger, wearinefs and difappointment, refiect- 
ing that his ftolen holiday was at an end, returned forlorn and dif- 
confolate to his nurfe. ‘The nofe of this good woman was foon 
offended by an unfavory fmell, and it was not long before fhe dif 
covered whence it proceeded. A few queftions, and a ‘good’ thump 
on the back, brought the whole fecret to light; and the delin- 
quent, that he might be at once purified and punifhed, was car- 
ried to the next pump, where his head was held under the fpout 
till he had received the difcipline of a pickpocket.” He-was in- 
deed very near being drowned ; but his fufferings were nothing in 
comparifon of ours. We were overwhelmed with a fecond inun- 
dation: the cataracts, which burft upon us with a noife tenfold 
more dreadful than thunder, fwept us by hundreds before them, 
and. the few that remained would not have had ftrength to keep 
their hold againft the impetuofity of the torrent if it had continued 
a few minutes longer. I was ftill among thofe that efcaped, and 
after we had a little recovered from our fright, we found that if 
we had loft our friends, we were releafed from the vifcous durance 
which our own ftrength could never have broken, We were alfo 
delivered from the dread of an emigration anda famine; and taking 
comfort in thefe reflections, we were enabled to reconcile ourfelves, 
without .murnmiuring, to the fate.of thofe-who had perithed. 
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ran, “we ; anf 
Thuriday 5. 1g 0, without labour, car- 
tad th ‘spl Lees aa ee | 7 
ried the ruins of our {late in proceflior he hounds of his parith, 


t 
thought fit to break ct wand into a cv 
home. cbs he was impatient to ufe; anc 
an adverfary, who had armed himfe lf with “ts like weapon, he 
eobatetie a ftroke upon his head, by which my favourite wife and 
three a the whole remai as oi my amily, were crufhed to 
ao sin amoment. Iwas myfell sar as to be thrown down 

by the concuffion of the blow; and the boy samesiiately cratch- 
ing his head to alleviate the faa rt, was within an hair of deftroy- 
ing me with his nail. 

Iwas fo terrified at this acciden 
of his neck, where I continued all th 
sens he retired to eat his cruft of bread in the cl umney corner, I 

oncluded that I fhould at leaft be fafe till the morning, ‘and there- 
fore began my repaft, which the dangers and misfortunes Rt the 
day had prevented. Whether having long fafted my bite was more 
keen than ufual, or whether I had made my attack in a more fen- 
fible part, 1 cannot tell; but the boy fuddenly thruft up his fingers 
with fo mu : Te eed and dexterity, ‘that he laid hold of me, and 
aimed with all his force to throw me into the fire: in this favage 
attempt he soa sehen have fucceeded, if I had not ftuck be- 
tween his finger and his nail, and fell {hort upon fome linen that 
was hanging to dry. 

The woman, who took in wafhing, was employed by a laun- 
drefs of fome diftinction ; and it happened that I had fallen on the 
thift fleeve of a celebrated toaft, who frequently made her appear- 
ance at court. I concealed myfelf with great caution in the plaits, 
‘and the next night had the honour to accompany her into the draw- 
ing-room, w here fhe was furrounded by rival beauties from whom 

the attracted every eye, and ftood with the utmoft compofure of 
mind and countenance in the center of admiration and defire. In 
this fituation I became impatient of confinement, and after feveral 
efforts made my way out by her tucker, hoping to have paffed on 
ander her handkerchief to her head; but in this hope I was dif- 

appointed, for handkerchief fhe Coat none. I was not, however, 
willing to go back, and as my flation was the principal object of 
the whole circle, 1 was foon difcovered by thofe who ftood near. 
They gazed at me with eager attention, and fometimes turned to- 
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wards each other with very intelligent looks; but of this the lady 
took no notice, as it was the common effet of that profufion 
of beauty which fhe had been ufed to pour upon every eye: 
the emotion, however, at length increafed till fhe obferved it, 
and glancing her eye downwa ahi with a fecret exultation, fhe Be 
covered the caufe: pride inftantly covered thofe c cheeks with bluthes 
which modefty had forfaken; and as | was now become fenfible of 

my 
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my danger, I was hafting to retreat. At this inftant a young noble- 
man, who perceived that the lady was become fenfible of her dif- 
grace, and who, perhaps, thought that it might be deemed an inde- 
corum to approach the place where I f{tood with his hand in a 

ublic affembly, ftooped down, and holding up his hat to his face, 
directed fo violent a blaft towards me from his mouth, that I ya- 
nifhed before it like an atom ina whirlwind ; and the next mo- 
ment found myfelf in the toupee of a battered beau, whofe attention 
was engrofied by the widow of a rich citizen, with whofe plumb 
he hoped to pay his debts and procure a new miftrefs. 

In this place the hair was fo thin that it fcarce afforded me 
fhelter, except a fingle row of curls on each fide, where the powder 
and greafe were infuperable obftacles to my progrefs: here, how- 
ever, I continued near a week, but it was in every refpect a dread- 
ful fituation. I lived in perpetual folitude and danger, fecluded 
from my fpecies, and expofed to the curfed claws of the valet; 
who perfecuted me every morning and every night. In the morn- 
ing, it was with the utmoft difficulty that I efcaped from being 
kneaded up in a lump of pomatum, or fqueezed to death between | 
the burning forceps of a crifping iron; and at night, after I had 
with the utmoft vigilance and dexterity evaded the comb, I was 
ftill liable to be thruft through the body with a pin. 

I FREQUENTLY meditated my efcape, and formed many projects 
to effect it, which I afterwards abandoned either as dangerous or 
impracticable. 1 obferved that the valet had a much better head of 
hair than his mafter, and that he fometimes wore the fame bag; 
into the bag, therefore, one evening I defcended with great circum- 
{pection, and was removed with it; nor was it long before my 
utmoft expectations were anfwered, for the valet’ tied on my dor- 
mitory to his own hair the very next morning, and { gained a new 
fettlement. 

Bur the bag was not the only part of the mafter’s.:drefs which 
was occafionally appropriated by the fervant, who being foon after 
my exploit detected in wearing a laced frock before it had:been left 
off, was turned away at a minute’s warning, and defpairing to 
obtain a character, returned to the occupation in-which he had been 
bred, and became journeyman to a barber in the city, who upon 
feeing a fpecimen of his {kill to drefs hair a-la~mode de la cour, was 
willing to receive him without a fcrupulous examination of his 
morals. 

Tuis change in the fituation of my patron was of great adyan- 
tage to me; for I began to have more company and lefs difturbance. 
But among other perfons whom he.attended every morningsto fhave, 
was an elderly gentleman of great repute for natural knowledge, a 
fellow. of «many foreign focieties, and a profound adept in experi- 
mental philofophy. ‘This gentleman, having conceived a deéfign to 
repeat Leucnhoeck’s experiments upon the increafe of. our, fpecies, 


enquired of.the proprietor. of my dwelling if he could help him to 


a 
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a fubjet. The man was’ at firft ftartled at the queftion ; but it 


was no fooner comprehended than he pulled out an ivory core and 
produced myfelf and two affociates, one of whom died foon after 
of the hurt he received, 

Tue fage received us with thanks, and very carefully conveyed 
us into his ftocking; where, though it was not a fituation perfectly 
agreeable to our nature, we produced'a numerous progeny. Here, 
hower er, I fuffered new calamity, and was expofed to new danger. 
The philofopher, whom a fedentary and reclufe life had rendered 
extreamly fufceptible of cold, would often fit with his fhins fo 
near the fire, that we were almoft fcorched to death before we 
could get round to the calf for fhelter. He was alfo fubje&t to 
frequent abftractions of mind ; and at thefe times many of us have 
been miferably deftroyed by ee broth or his tea, which he would 
Ak fo much on one fide that it would run over the veffel, and 

verflow us witha {calding deluge from his knee to his ancle: nor 
was this all; for when he felt the fmart he would rub the part with 
his hand, without reflecting upon his nurfery, till he had crufhed 
great part of thofe that had efcaped. Still, however, it was my 
fortune to furvive for’ new adventures. 

THE philofopher, among other vifitants whofe curiofity he was 
pleafed to gratify, was’ fometimes favoured with the company of 
ladies: for the entertainment of a lady it was my misfortune to be 
one morning taken from my family when I leaft fufpected it, and 
fecured in the apparatus of a folar microfcope. ‘After I had 
contributed to their aftonifhment and diverfion near an ‘hour, I 
was left with the utmoft inbumanity and ‘ingratitude to perifh of 
hunger, immured between the two pieces of ifinglafs thro’ which 
I had been exhibited. | In this condition I died three days and 
three nights; and fhould certainly have perifhed in the fourth, if a 
boy about feven years’ old,’ who was carelefly icft alone in the 
- room, had not poked his finger through the hole in which | was 
confined, and once more fet me at liberty. I was, however, ex- 
tremely weak, and the wiridow being open I was blown into the 
{treet, and fell on the uncovered perriwig of a doctor of phyfic, 
who had juft alighted to vifit a patient. This was the firft time 
I had ever entered a perriwig, a fituation which I fcarce lefs de- 
precate than the microfcope: I found it a defolate wildernefs, with- 
out, inhabitants and without bounds. I continued to traverfe it 
with incredible labour, but I knew'not in what direCtion, and de-. 
{paired of being ever reftored either to food’ of reft. My fpirits’ 
were at length at ania my gripe relaxed, and I fell almoft in 
a {tate of infenfibility eon the’ verge of the labyrinth 1 in which | 
had been bewildered, into. the ome of a patient in the hofpital, 
over whom, after my fall, I could juft perceive the doctor leaning 
to look. at his tongue. 

By the warmth and nourifhment which this place afforded me I 
foon revived. I rejoiced at my deliverance, and thought I had no- 
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thing to fear but the death of the patient in whofe head I had taken 
fhelter. 

I was, however, foon convinced of my miftake ; for among 
other patients in the fame ward was a child about fix years old, who 
having been put in fora rupture, had fallen into the jaundice. For 


this difeafe the nurfe, in the abfence of the phyfician, preferibed a 


certain number of my fpecies to be adminiftered alive in a {poon- 
full of milk. AcolleGtion was immediately made, and Iwas num- 
bered among the unhappy victims which ignorance and inhumanity 
had thus devoted to deftruction : I was immerged in the potion, 
and faw myfelf approach the horrid jaws that I expeé&ted would 
the next moment clofe over me ; not but that; in this dreadful mo- 
ment, I had fome languid hope of pafling the gulph unhurt, and 
finding a fettlement at the bottom. M y fate, however, was other- 
wile determined: for the child, in a ft of frowardnefs and anger, 
dafhed the fpoon out of the hand of the nurfe ; and after incredible 
fatigue I recovered the ftation to which I had defcended from the 


-doctor’s wig. 


_I was once more congratulating myfelf on an efcape almoft mira- 


cculous, when I was alarmed by the appearance of a barber, with 


all the dreadful apparatus of his trade. Ifoon found that the perfon 
whofe head I had chofen for an afylum was become delirious, and 


‘that the hair was by the phyfician’s order to be removed for ablifter. 


HERE my courage totally failed, and all my hopes forfook me. 
It happened, however, that tho’ I was entangled in the fuds, yet 
I was depofited unhurt upon the operator’s {having cloth ; from 
whence, as he was fhaving you this night, I gained your thoulder, 
and have this moment crawled out from the plaits of your ftock, 
which you have juft taken off and laid upon this table. Whether 
this event be fortunate or unfortunate, time only can difcover : but 
I {till hope to find fome dwelling, where no comb {hall ever enter, 
and no nails fhall ever {cratch ; which neither pincers, nor razor 
fhall approach; where I fhall pafs the remainder of life in perfeé 
fecurity and repofe, amidft the {miles of fociety and, the profufion 
of plenty. : 

AT this hope fo extravagant and ridiculous, uttered with fuch fo- 
lemnity of diction and manner, I burft into a fit of immoderate 
laughter that awaked me: but my mirth was inftantly repreffed by 
reflecting, that THE LIFE OF MAN is not lefs expoied to EVIL; and 
that all his expeCtations of fecurity and happinefs in TEMPORAL 
POSSESSIONS, are equally chimerical and abfurd. 


Tam, SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


DORMITOR. 
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‘Telephus & Peleus, cum pauper © exul utergue, 
Pryicit ampullas, & fefquipedaha verba, 
St curat cor fpectantis tetigiffe quereld. Hor, 






eS Grice dees ADNESS being occafioned by a clofe and 
eet ES continued attention of the mind to a fingle ob- 
ad ject, SHAKESPEARE judicioufly reprefents the 
lofs of royalty, as the particular idea which 
has brought on the diftrattion of Lear, and 
which perpetually recurs to his imagination, 
and mixes itfelf with all his ramblings. Full of this idea, there- 





fore, he breaks out abruptly in the Fourth AG: “No, they can- 
“* not touch me for coining: I am the king himfelf?” He believes 
himfelf to be raifing recruits, and cenfures the inability and unfkil- 
fulnefs of fome.of his foldiers: ‘* There 

*¢ fellow handles his bow like a crow keeper: draw mea clothier’s 


f ’s your prefs money. That 


«‘-vard. Look, look, a moufe! Peace peace; this piece of 
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“© toafted cheefe will do it.” The art of our poet 1 is tranfcendent in 
bo 


; : ete ©. 
thus making a paffage that even borders on burlefque, ftrongly ex- 
d 


preffive of the madnefs ity is a aM Lear fuddenly thinks him- 
felf in the field; ‘ ther 


e’s my gauntlet — I'll prove it on a giant :” 
and that he has thot his arrow fuccefsfully ; “ O well flown barb! 
e 


sont h eine: ith clout: hewgh! give the word.” He then recol- 


shters, and breaks out in 


1¢ 
y fo. 


leéts the falfhood and cruelty of ig dat 


fome ae etic reflexions on his old age, and on the tempeft to 


which he was fo lately expofed: “ Ha! Gonerill, ha! Regan! 


“¢ They flattered me like a dog, and told me, I had white hairs 
“on my beard, ere the black ones were there. To fay ay, and 
‘* no, to every thing that I faid-— ay and no too, was no good di- 


“* vinity. When the rain came to wet me once, and the wind to 


“ make me chatter; when the thunder would not peace at my 
“« bidding; there I found ’em, is ere ] {melt ’em out. Go to, 
‘ they’re not men of their words ; they told me I was every thing: 
aed sare e J am not ague-proof,” ‘The impotence of royalty to 
exempt its poffeffor, more than the meaneft fubje ject, from fuffering 


natural ae is “here finely hinted at. 


Hirs friend and adherent Gro’srer, having been lately de- 
prived of fight, enquires if the voice he hears is not the voice of 
the king: Lear inftantly catches the word, and replies with great 


——— Ay, every inch a king : 
When I do ftare, fee how the fubje@ quakes! 
I pardon that man’s life. What.was thy caufe? 


Adultery? no, thou fhalt not die: die for adultery ! 


He'then makes fome very fevere refleGtions on the hypocrify of 
lewd and abandon’d women, and adds, ‘ Fie; fie, fie ; pah, pah ! 
““ Give me an ounce of civet, good apothecary, to fweeten my 
imagination :” and as every object feems to be prefent to the 
eyes of re y iteae he thinks he pays for the drug; “ there’s 
money for thee!” Very flrong and lively alfo is the imagery in a 
fucceeding {peech, where he thinks himfelf viewing his fubjects 
punifhed by the proper officer : 


€¢ 


Thou 
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Thou rafcal bedel, hold thy bloody hand : 

Why doft thou lafh that whore? ftrip thy own back 
Thou hotly luft’ft to.ufe her in that kind 

For which thou whip’ft her ! ——-— 


This circumftance leads him to reflect on the efficacy of rank and 
power, to conceal and palliate profligacy and injuftice; and or 
fine fatire is couched in two different metaphors, that dre carried 
on with much propriety and elegance : 


Through tatter’d cloaths {mall vices do appear 
Robes and furr’d gowns hide all. Plate fin with gold, 
And the ftrong lance of juftice hurtlefs breaks ; 
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s ftraw doth pierce it. 


We are moved to find that Lear has fome faint knowledge of 
his old and faithful courtier : 

If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take my eyes. 

I know thee well enough; thy name is Glo’fter : 


The advice he then gives him ts very affecting: 
Thou muft be patient ; we came crying hither : 
Thou knowft, the firft time that we fmell the air, 
We wawle and cry—— 
When we are born, we cry that we are come 
To this great {tage of fools !—— 


This tender complaint of the miferies of human life bears fo exact 
a refemblance with the following paflage of Lucretius, that I 
cannot forbear tranfcribing it: 

Vagitique locum lugubri complet, ut equim eft, 

Cui tantum in vitd reftet tranfire malorum. 


It is not to be imagined that our author see from the Roman ; 
on fuch a fubje& it is almoft impoffible but that two perfons of 
genius and fenfibility muft feel and think alike. Lear drops his 
moralities, and meditates revenge : 


It were a delicate ftratagem to fhoe 
A troop of horfe with felt. Tl put’t in proof; 
And when I’ve ftolen upon thefe fons in law, 


Then kill, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill. 
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The expedient is well fuited to the’ chara€ter of a lunatic; and 
the frequent repetitions of the word “ kill,” forcibly reprefent his 


rage, and defire of revenge, ‘and mutt affect an intelligent audience 


I +t aPrenr Ae thie 4; 
vith pity and terror. .At this inftant CorpELia fends one 
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lead him out, he imagines himfelf t taken captive and 
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mortally wounded : 

No refcue? what a prifoner? I am e’en 
The nat’ral fool of fortune: ufe me well, 
You fhall have ranfom. Let me have {urgeons ; 
Iam cut to th’ brains —— 


CorDELIA at length arrives; an opiate is adminiftered to the 
king to calm the agonies and agitations of his mind; and a moit 
interefting interview enfues between this daughter that was fo un- 
juftly fufpetted of difaffection, and the rath and miftaken father. 
Lear, during his flumber, has been arrayed in regal apparel, and 
is brought upon the ftage in a chair, not recovered from his 
trance. I know not a {peech more truly pathetic than that of 
CorDELIA when the firft fees him: 


Had you not.been their father, thefe white. flakes 


nests etiam oe +, «i, ee 
Did challenge pity of them. Was. this.a face 
UG iaaeee at Bees cd a feted sige P) 
To be expos’d again{t the warring winds? 
w 


Che dreadfulnefs of that nio ght is exprefled by a circumftance of 
ah humanity, for which Pad of {tro 


eminent as for his poetry : 


kes SHAKESPEARE is as 
My very enemy’s dog, 

that night 

Againift my fire. And waft thou fain, poor father, 


To hovel thee with {wine, and rogues forlorn, 


Tho’ he had bit me, thould have ftood 


In fhort and muft ty ftraw 


EAR be gins to awake; but his imagination is ftill diftempered 
and his pain exquifit 


ve 


> 


You do me wrong to take me out o’ th’ grave. 
Thou art a foul in blifs; but I am bound 
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that he is not in France but in his own kingdom, he anfw 
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Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears 
‘Do {fcald like molten lead 





When CorpELia in great affliction afks him if he knows her, 
he replies, 

You are a fpirit, I know; when did you die? 
This reply heightens her diftrefs: but his fenfibility beginning to 
return, fhe kneels to him, and begs -his benediction. I hope J 
have-no readers that can perufe his anfwer without tears.: 

——-— Pray do not mock me: 

I am a very. foolith fond old man, 

Fourfcore and upward.; and to deal plainly, 

I fear ].am not in my perfec mind. 

Methinks J fhould know you, and know this man; 
Yet I am doubtful: for'’m mainly ignorant, 
What place this is———Do not laugh at me ; 
For as Jam aman, I think this lady 





OIE 


To be my child Corperra. 


d 


The humility, calmnefs, and fedatenefs of this fpeech, oppofed to 
the former rage and indignation of Lzar, is finely calculated to 
excite commiferation. Struck with the remembrance of the in- 
jurious fufpicion he had cherifhed againft this favourite and fond 
daughter, the poor old man entreats,her ‘‘ not to weep,” and tells 


her, that ‘if fhe has prepared poifon for him, he is ready to 


a 


sec drink it; for I know,” fays he, .‘* you do not, you cannot love 


7 


“me, after my cruel ufage-of you: your fifters have done me 
“ much wrong, of which | have’ fome faint remembrance ;' you 
1 


“* have fome caufe to hate me, they have none.” Being told 


haftily, and-in connection with that leading idea which I have 
before infifted on, “‘ Do-not abufe me »’—and adds, with a meek- 


nefs and contrition that are very pathetic, ‘“‘ Pray now ferget and 


*¢ forgive; I am old, and foolifh.” 


= M4 ES J ae Y lag ane FS eee, eae 
CorDELIA 1s at laft flain: the lamentations of LEAR are ex- 


‘tremely tender and affecting and this accident is fo fevere and 
intolerable, that it again deprives him of -his intellect, which 


feemed to be returning. 
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Hrs laft fpeech, as‘hefurveys the body, -confifts of fuch: ane 


tT eflections as nature and forrow dictate: 


Why fhould a dog, a horfe, a rat have life, 
And thou no breath at all? Thou’lt come no more:; 
Never, never, never, never, never! 





The heaving and {welli ing of his heart is. defcribed by a :moft ex- 
preffive.circumftance : 


Pray you undo this button. ‘Thank you Sir: 
Do you fee this? ‘Look on her, look on her lips, 
‘Look there, look there 





— (dies.) 


I suary tranfiently obferve, in conclufion of thefe remarks, 
that this drama is chargeable with confiderable imperfections. 
‘The plot of Epmunp againft his brother, which diftra@s the at- 
tention, and deftroys the unity .of the fable.; the cruel and horrid 
extinction of GLo’sTER’s eyes, which ought not to be exhibited 
on the ftage; the utter improbability of Gio’sTER’s imagining, 
though blind, that he had leaped down Dover Cliff ; and {ome 
paceaes that are too turgid and full of ftrained metaphors ; are 
faults which the warmeft admirers of SHaxesPEARE will find it 
difficult to excufe. I know not, alfo, whether the cruelty of the 
daughters is not painted with circumftances too favage and un- 
natural: for it is not fufficient to fay, that this monftrous barbarity 
is founded on hiftorical truth, if we recolleét the juft obfervation 
of BoILEau, 


Le vrai peut quelquefois wetre pas vraifemblable. 


7, 
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To be continued on TuEsDAYs and SATURDAYS. 
TUESDAY, (Fanuary 8, 1754. 
Fam protervi 
Fronte petet Lalage maritum. — Hor. 
HAVE before remarked, that “to abftain ; 


‘* from the appearance of evil,” is a precept in 
that law, which has every characteriftic of 


£ ° 


Divinity; and I have in more than one of 


theie papers, endeavoured to enforce the prac- 





tice of it, by an illuftration of its excellence 


and importance 


CircumsT ances have been admitted as evidences of cuilt, even 
when death has been the confequence of conviction: and a condu& 
by which evil is ftrongly implied, is little lefs pernicious than that 
by which itis expreffed. With refpedt to fociety, as far as it can 
be influenced by example, the effect of both is the fame ; for 
alae man encourages the practice of that vice which he commits 
in appearance, though he avoids it in fact: and with refpect to the 


Y Ode i. Whh individual, 
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individual, as the efteem of the world is a motive to virtue only 


1 


lefs powerful than the approbation of confcience, he, who knows 


ready degraded by the imputation of guilt, will find 


difarmed when he is affailed by temptation; and 
ve lefs to lofe, he will, putas be lefs difpofed to 
ioe levity is moft likely to provoke cenfure, 


it is eminently true, that the lofs of harkens by imprudence fre- 


dé 
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quently induces the lofs of virtue: the ladies, therefore, fhould be 
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proportionably circum{pect; as to thofe, in whom folly is moft likely 
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ouilt, it 18 certainly of moft importance to be wife. 


= 


Tuts fubject has irrefiftibly obtruded itfelf upon my mind in the 
filent hour of meditation, becaufe, as often as I have reviewed the 
{cenes in which Ihave mixed among the bufy and the gay, I have 
obferved, that a depravity of manners, a licentious extravagance of 
drefs and behaviour, are become almoft A virtue feems 
ambitious of a refemblance to vice, as vice glories in the deformi- 


ties which the has been ufed to hide. 


A DECENT timidity and modeft referve, have been always con- 
fidered as auxiliaries to beauty; but an air of diffolute boldnefs is 
now affected by all who would be thought graceful or polite : 
chaftity, which ufed to be difcovered in every gefture and every 
look, 1s now retired to the breaft, and is found only by thofe who 
intend its deftruction ; as a general when the town is furrendered 
retreats to the citadel, which is always lefs capable of defence 


when the outworks are potiefied by the enemy. 


THERE is now little apparent difference between the virgin and 
the proftitute; if they are not otherwife known, they may. fhare 
the box and the drawing-room without diftin@tion. The fame 
fafhion which takes away the veil of modefty, will neceflarily con- 
ceal lewdnefs; and hononr and fhame will lofe their influeuce, 


becaufe 
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becaufe: they will no longer diftinguith virtue from vice. General 
cuftom, perhaps, may be thought an effectual. fecurity againft 
general cenfure; but it will not always lull the fufpicions of, jealoufy, 
nor can it familiarize any beauty without deftroying. its influence, 
or diminifh the prerogatives of a hufband without weakening his 


attachment to his wife. 


Tre excefs of every mode may be declined without remarkable 
fingularity ; and the ladies, who fhould even dare to be fingular in 
the prefent defection of tafte, would proportienably encreafe their 


power and fecure their happinefs. 


I xnow that in the vanity andthe prefumption of youth, it is 
common to allege the confcioufnefs of innocence, as a reafon for 
the contempt of cenfure; and a licenfe, not only for every free- 
dom, but for every favour except the laft. This confidence can, 
perhaps, only be repreffed by a fenfe of danger: and as the perfons 
whom I wifh to warn, are moft impatient of declamation, and 
moft fufceptible. of pity, I will addrefs:them in a ftory; and I 
hope the events will not only illuftrate but imprefs the precept 


which they contain. 


FLAVILLA, juft as fhe had entered her fourteenth year, was left 
an orphan to the care of her mother, in fuch circumftances as dif- 
appointed all the hopes which her education had encouraged. Her 
father, who lived in great elegance upon the falary of a place at 
court, died fuddenly, without having made any provifion for his 
family, except an annuity of one hundred pounds, which he had 
purchafed for his wife with part of her marriage portion ; nor was 
he poffeffed of any property, except the furniture of a large houfe in 


one of the new {quares, an equipage, a few jewels, and fome plate. 


THE greater part of the furniture and the equipage were fold to 
pay his debts; thejewels which were not of great value,‘and fome 
» ufeful 
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ufeful pieces of the plate, were referved ; and FLaviiLa removed 


with her mother into lodgings. 


Bur notwithftanding this change in their circumftances, they 
did not immediately lofe their rank. They were ftill vifited by a 
numerous and polite acquaintance ; and though fome gratified their 
pride by affuming an appearance of pity, and rather infulted than 
alleviated their diftrefs by the whine of condolance, and a minute 
comparifon of what- they had loft with what they poffeffed ; yet 
from others they were continually receiving prefents, which fill 
enabled them to live with a genteel frugality ; they were ftill con- 


fidered as people of fafhion, and treated by thofe of .a lower clafs 
with diftant refpect. 


FLAvILLA thus continued to move in a fphere to which fhe © 
had no claim; fhe was perpetually furrounded with elegance and 
fplendor, which the caprtice of others, like the rod of an en- 
chantér, could diffipate in a moment, and leave her to regret the 
lofs of enjoyments, which fhe could neither hope to obtain nor 
ceafe to defire. Of this, however, FLaviitLa had no dread. She 
was remarkably tall for her age, and was celebrated not only for 


her beauty but her wit: thefe qualifications fhe-confidered, -not 


—_" 


only as fecuring whatever fhe enjoyed by the favour.of others, but 
as a pledge of pofiefling them in her own right by an advantageous 
marriage. Thus. the yifion that danced before her, derived 
ftability from the very vanity which it flattered; and fhe had as 
little apprehenfion of diftrefs, as diffidence of her own power to 


pleate. 


THERE was a fafhionable levity in her carriage and difcourfe, 
which her mother, who knew the danger of her fituation, la- 
boured to reftrain, fometimes with anger, and fometimes with 
tears, but always without fuccefs. FLAVILLA was ever ready’to 


an{wer, 
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anf{wer, that fhe neither did or faid any thing of which the had 
reafon ‘to -be afhamed; and therefore did’ not know why {fhe 
fhould be reftrained, except in mere courtefy to envy whom it «was 
an honour to provoke, or to flander whom it was a difgrace to 


fear. In proportion as FLAVILLA was more flattered and carefled, 


the influence of her mother became lefs ; and though ‘fhe always 
treated her with refpe@ from a point of good breeding, yet fhe 


decretly defpifed her maxims and applauded her own conduct. 


FLAVILLA at eighteen was acelebrated toaft; and among other 
gay vifitants who frequented her tea-table, was CLopio, a young 
baronet, who had juft taken pofteffi on of his title and eftate, 
‘There were many particulars in Cropio’s behaviour, which en- 
couraged Fravitia to hope that fhe fhould obtein him. for 
hufband : but fhe fuffered his afliduities with fuch apparent plea; 
fure, and his familiarities with fo little referve, that. he foon ven- 
tured to difclefe his intention, and make her what he thought a 
very genteel propofal of another kind: but whatever were the arti- 
fices with which it was introduced, or the terms in which it was 
made, Fravitya rejected it with the utmoft indignation ‘and dif- 
dain. CLopi1o, who, notwithftanding his youth, had long known 
-and often practifed the arts of feduction, gave way to the ftorm, 
threw himfelf at her feet, imputed his offence to the phrenzy_ of 
his paflion, flattered her pride by the moft abje&t fubmiffion and 
extravagant praife, intreated her pardon, aggravated his crime, but 
made no mention of atonement by marriage. This particular, which 
FLAVILLA did not fail to remark, ought to have determined her to 
admit him no more: but her vanity and her ambition were ftill 
predominant, fhe ftill hoped to fucceed in her projet, CLopio’s 
offence was tacitly forgiven, his vifits permitted, his famuiliarities were 
again fuffered, and his hopes revived. He had long entertained an 
opinion that fhe loved him, in which, however, it 1s, probable, that, 


his own vanity and her indifcretion concurred to deceive him; but 
this 
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this epinion, though it implied the ftrongeft obligation to treat her 


‘with-generofity and tendernefs, only determined him again to at- 


tempt her ruin, as it encouraged him with a probability of fuccefs. 


Having, therefore, refolved to obtain her.as a.miftrefs, or at once 


to give her up, he thought he had little more to da, than.to con- 


vince her that he had taken fuch a refolution, juftify it by fome 


plaufible fophiftry, and give -her fome time to deliberate upon a 


final determination. With this view he went a {hort journey inte 


the country ; having puta letter into her hand at parting, in which 
he acquainted her, “ That he had often refieCted, with inexpreffible 
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regret, upon her refentment of his condu@ in a late inftance 5 
but that the delicacy and the ardour of his affeGtion were infu- 
perable obftacles to hismarriage: that where there was no liber- | 
ty, there could be no happinefs: that he thould become indif- 
ferent to the endearments of love, when they could no longer 
be diftinguithed from the officioufnefs of duty: that while they 
were happy in the poffeffion of each other, it would be abfurd 
to fuppofe they would part; and that if this happinefs fhould 
ceafe, it would not only enfure but aggravate their mifery to 
be infeparably united: that this event was lef probable, in pro- 
portion as their cohabitation was voluntary ; but that he would 
make fuch provifion for her upon the contingency, as a wife 
would expect upon his death. He conjured her not to deter- 
mine under the influence of prejudice and cuftom, but accord- 
ing to the laws of reafon and nature. After mature deliberation, 
{aid he, remember that the whole value of my life depends upon 
your will. Ido not requeft an explicit confent, with whatever 
tranfport I might behold the lovely confufion which it might 
produce. JI fhall attend you in a few days, with the anxiety, 
though not with the guilt of a criminal, who waits for the de 
cifion of his judge. If my vifit is admitted, we will never part; 


if it 18 rejected, I.can fee you no more.” 
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—AIncedis per ignes 
Suppofitos cineri dolofo. Hor. 


LAVILLA had too much underftanding as 
well as virtue, to deliberate a moment upon 
this propofal. She gave immediate orders that 
Cropio. f{hould be admitted.no more. But his 
letter was a temptation to gratify her vanity, 
which fhe could not refift; the fhewed it firft 
to her mother, and then to the whole circle of 

her female acquaintance, with all the exultation of a hero who ex- 

pofes a vanquifhed enemy at the wheels of his chariot in a triumph; 
fhe confidered it as an indifputable evidence of her virtue, asa re- 
proof of all who had dared to cenfure the levity of her conduét, and 





a licence to continue it without apology or reftraint. 

Ir happened that Fravitxa, foon after this accident, was feen 
in one of the boxes at the play houfe by Mercator, a young 
gentleman who had juft returned from his firft voyage as captain 
of a large thip in the Levant trade, which had been purchafed for 
him by his father, whofe fortune enabled him to make a genteel 
provifion for five fons, of whom Mercator was the youngeft, and 

who expected to fhare his eftate, which was perfonal, in equal pro- 
portions at his death. , | 

MERCATOR was captivated with her beauty, but difcouraged by 
the fplendor of her appearance, and the rank of her company. He 
was urged rather by curiofity than hope, to enquire who fhe was; 
and he foon gained fuch:asknowledgeof her circumftances; as re- 

lieved him from defpair. . 
VOL, Il, Lii AY 
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As he knew not how to get admiffion to her company, and had 
10 defign upon her virtue, he wrote in the firft ardor of his paffion 
to her mother; giving a faithful account of his fortune and depen- 
dance, and entreating that he might be permited to vifit FLAVILLA 
as a canditate for her affection. The old lady, after having made 
fome enquiries, by which the account that Mercaror had given 
her was confirmed, fent him an invitation and received his firft vifit 
alone. She told him, that as FLavitia had no fortune,.and as a 
confiderable part of his own was dependant upon his father’s will, 
it would be extremely imprudent to endanger the difappointment of 
his expectations, by a marriage which would make it more neceflary 
that they fhould be fulfilled; that he ought, therefore, to obtain his 
father’s confent, before any other ftep was taken, left he fhould be 
embarrafled by engagements which young perfons almoft infenfibly 
contract, whofe complacency in each other is continually gaining 
ftrength by frequent vifits and converfation. To this counfel, fo falu- 
tary and perplexing, MEeRcaTor was helitating what to reply, when 
FLAVILLA came in, an accident which he was now only follicitous 
to improve. FLavir.a was not difpleafed either with his perfon or 
his addrefs ; the franknefs and gaiety of her difpofitionfoon made him 
forget that he was a ftranger ; a converfation commenced, during 
which they became yet more pleafed with each other; and having thus 
furmounted the difficulty of a firft vifit, he thought no more of the 
old lady, as he believed her aufpices were not neceffary to his fucce(s. 

Hs vifits were often repeated, and he became every hour more 
impatient of delay: he prefled his fuit with that contagious ardor, 
which is caught at every glance, and produces the confent which it 
follicits. At the fame time, indeed, a thought of his father would 
intervene; but being determined to gratify his withes at all events, 
he concluded with a fagacity almoft univerfal on thefe occafions, 
that, of two evils, to marry without his confent was lefs, than to 
marry againft it; and one evening, after the lovers had {pent the 
afternoon by themfelves, they went out in a kind of frolic, which 
MexcatTor had propofed in the vehemence of his paffion, and to 
which Fiavitia had confented in the giddinefs of her indifcre- 
tion, and were married at May Fair. 

In the firft interval of recollection after this precipitate ftep, 
MeRcaAToR confidered, that he ought to be the firft who ac- 
quainted his father of the new alliance which had been made in his 

family ; 
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family: but as he had not fortitude enough to do it in perfon, he 
expreffed it in the beft terms he could conceive by a letter; and 
after fuch an apology for his conduct as he had been ufed to make 
to himfelf, he requefted that he might be permitted to prefent his 
wife for the parental benediction, which alone was wanting to 
compleat his felicity. 

Tue old gentleman, whofe character I cannot better exprefs than 
in the fafhionable phrafe which has been contrived to palliate falfe 
principles and diffolute manners, had been a gay man, and was 
well acquainted with the town. He had often heard Fravitia 
toafted by rakes of quality, and had often feen her at public places. 
Her beauty and her dependance, the gaicty of her drefs, the mul- 
titude of her admirers, the levity of her conduét, and all the circum- 
ftances of her fituation, had concurred to render her charaGter fuf- 
pected ; and he was difpofed to judge of it with yet lefs charity, 
when fhe had offended him by marrying his fon, whom he con- 
fidered as difgraced and impoverifhed, and whofe misfortune, as it 
was irretrievable, he refolved not to alleviate but increafe; a refolu- 
tion, by which fathers, who have foolifh and difobedient fons, ufu- 
ally difplay their own kindnefs and wifdom. As foon as he had read 
MercaTor’s letter, he curfed him for a fool, who had been gulled 
by the artifices of a {trumpet to fcreen her from public infamy by 
fathering her children, and fecure her from a prifon by appropriating 
her debts. In an an{wer to his letter, which he wrote only to gratify 
his refentment, he told him, that ‘‘ if he had taken FLavitta into 
6 keeping, he would have overlooked it ; and if her extravagance 
«< had diftreffed him, he would have {fatisfied his creditors ; but 
‘ that his marriage was not to be forgiven; that he fhould never 


a 


<< have another fhilling of his money ; and that he was determined 
<< to fee him no more.” Mercator, who was more provoked 
by this outrage than grieved at his lofs, difdained to reply ; and be- 
lieving that he had now moft reafon to be offended, could not be 
perfuaded to follicit a reconciliation. 

He hired a genteel apartment for his wife of an upholfterer, 


who, with a view to let lodgings, had taken and furnifhed a large 
bby 1 


houfe near Leicefter-fields, and in about two months left her to 
make another voyage. 

He had received vifits of congratulation from her numerous ac- 
auaintance, and had returned them as a pledge of his defire that 
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they fhould be repeated. But a remembrance of the gay multi- 
tude, which while he-was at home had flattered his vanity, as foon 
as he was abfent alarmed his fufpicion : he had, indeed, no parti- 
cular.caufe of jealoufy ; but his anxicty-arofe merely.from a fenfe 
of the temptation to which fhe was expofed, and the impoffibility 
of his fuperintending her conduct. 

In the-mean time FLAvILia continued to flutter round the 
fame giddy circle, in which fhe had fhone fo long; the number 

f her vifitants was rather increafed than diminifhed, the gentle- 
men attended with yet greater affiduity, and the continued to en- 
courage their civilities by the fame indifcreet familiarity: fhe was 
one night at the mafquerade, and another at an opera; fometimes 
at a rout, and fometimes rambling with a party of pleafure in fhort 
excurfions from town; fhe came home fometimes at midnight, 
fometimes in the morning, and fometimes fhe was abfent feveral 
nights together. 

Turs condué was the caufe of much {peculation and uneafinefs 
to the good man and woman of the houfe. At firft they fufpected 
that FLavitLa wasono better than.a woman of pleafure; and that 
the perfon who had hired the lodging for her as his wife, and had 
difappeared upon pretence of a voyage to fea, had.been employed 
to impofe upon them, by concealing her character, in order to ob- 
tain fuch accommodation for her.as fhe could not fo eafily have 
procured if it had been known : but as thefe fufpicions made them 
watchful and inquifitive, they foon difcovered, that many ladies by 
whom fhe was vifited were of good character and fafhion. Her 
conduct, however, fuppofing her to bea wife, was itill inexcufable, 
and {till endangered their credit and fubfiftence; hints were often 
dropped by the neighbours to the difadvantage of her character ; 
and an elderly maiden lady, who lodged‘in the fecond floor, had 
given warning ; the family was difturbed at all hours in the night, 
and the door was crowded all day with meflengers and vifitants to 
FLAVILLA. 

One day, therefore, the good woman took an opporte nity to re- 
monftrate, though in the moft diftant and refpectful terms, and 
with the utmoft aiff ence and caution. She told FLaviiva, ‘ that 
fhe was a fine young lady, that her hufband was abroad, that 

the kept a great deal of company,'and that the world was cen- 
<< forious: fhe wifhed that lefs occafion for fcandal was given; and 

“* hoped 
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~* hoped to be excufed the noes fhe had taken, as fhe might be 
~ ruined by thofe flanders which.could have no influence upon the 
“ sreat, and which, therefore, they were not follicitous to avoid.” 
This addrefs, however ambiguous, and however gentle, was eatily 


-underftood,: aed fiercely refented. Fravitua, proud of her virtue, 


~ 


and impat! ent of controul, would have defpifed the ceunfel of a 
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-philofopher, if it. had implied an we achment-of her conduct; 
therefore, { 


. before a perfon fo much nts inferior, there 


5 
reftraint; fhe anfwered with a mixturé of contempt and -indigna- 
‘tion, that ‘* thole only who did not know her, would dare to take 
Seg ty liberty \ with her.chara¢ter; and warned her to propagate no 
“*« fcandalous report at her: peril.” .PLAvILLA immediately rofe 
from her feat, and the woman departed without reply, though fhe 
‘was fcarce lefs offended than her lodger, and from that moment fhe 
determined when MercaTor ee to give him warning. 

MERCATOR’s voyage was profperous; and after an abfence of 
about ten months he came back. The woman, to whom her huf- 
band left. the-whole management of the lodgings, and who per- 
fifted in her, purpofe,: foon found an-opportunity to put it in execu- 
tion. .Mercaror,.as his part of the contraét had been pundctu- 
ally fulfilled, thought he had fome caufe to be offended, and infiftted 
to know her reafons for compelling him to leave her houfe. Thefe 
his hoftefs,. who was:indeed a friendly woman, was very unwilling 
to give; and as he perceived that fhe evaded. his queftion, she be- 
‘came. more follicitous to-obtain an anfwer. After much hefitation, 
which perhaps had.a-worfe effect than any tale which malice could 
have invented, .fhe told him, that ‘“‘ Madam kept a great deal of 
~** company, and often.ftaid out’very late; that fhe had always 
© been ufed to.quiet and regularity; and was determined to lett her 
“** apartment to fome perfon in a. more private {tation.” 

-AT this.account MercaTor-changed countenance; for he in- 
‘ferred. from it juft-as-much more than truth, as he believed it to be 
lefs. . After fome moments of fufpenfe, he conjured her to conceal 
‘nothing from-.him, with-an-emotion which convinced her that fhe 
had already faid toomuch. She then affured him, that “ he had no 
** reafon to-be alarmed.; for that fhe had no exception to his lady, 
“© Dut thofe gaieties which her {tation and the fafhion fufficiently au- 
* thorized.” MercatTor’s fufpicions, however, were not wholly 
remoyed ; and he began to think he had found a confidante whom 
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: it would be his intereft to truft : he,’ therefore, in’ the folly of his 
jealoufy, confefled, that '‘* he had fome. doubts concerning his wife, 





“© which it was of the atmoft importance to:his: honour and his 
** peace to refolve :. he. intreated that he might continue in the 
*‘ apartment another year; that, as he fhould again leave the 


‘© kingdom-in-a fhort time,‘ fhe would fuffer no incident, which 





<= 
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‘“* might. confirm either his hopes or his fears, to efeape her notice 
** in his‘abfence; and that at his return fhe would give him fucl 


“* an account as would at‘leaft deliver him from the torment st 
> fufpenfe, and determine his future-conduct.” 

THERE is no fophiftry more general, than that by which-we 
juftify a bufy and {crupulous enquiry after fecrets, which to difco- 
ver is to be wretched without hope of redrefs ; and no fervice to 
‘which others are fo eafily engaged as to-affift in the fearch. ‘To 

‘communicate fufpicions of matrimonial infidelity, efpecially to.a 
hufband, is, by a ftrange mixture of folly and malignity, deemed 
not only an act of juftice but of friendfhip ; though it is’too late to 
prevent an evil, which, whatever be its guilt, can diffufe wretched- 
nefs only in proportion:as it is known. ‘It is no wonder, ‘there- 
fore, that the general kindnefs of MercaTor’s confidante was on 
this occafion overborne ; fhe was flattered by the truft that had 
been placed in her, and the power with which the was invefted ; 
fhe confented to Mercaror’s propofal; and promifed, that the 
would with the utmoft fidelity execute her commiffion. 

Mexrcator, however, concealed his fufpicions from his wife ; 
and, indeed, in her prefence they were forgotten. Her manner of 
life he began ferioufly to difapprove; but being well acquainted 
with her temper, in which great fweetnefs was blended with a high 
fpirit, he would not embitter the pleafure of a fhort' ftay by alter- 

cation chiding and tears: but when her mind was melted into ten- 
dernefs at me departure, he clafped her in an extafy of fondnefs 
to his bofom, and intreated her to behave with referve and cir- 
cum{pection ; ‘‘ becaufe,” faid he, “I know that my father 
‘* keeps a watchful eye upon your condu&, which may, therefore, 
‘confirm or remove his difpleafure, and either intercept or be- 
ftow fuch an increafe of my fortune as will prevent the pangs of 

“© feparation which muft otherwife fo-often return, and in a fhort 
‘* time unite us to part no more.” To this caution the had then 


no power to reply ;.and they parted with mutual proteftations of 
unalterable love, 
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———Uxorem, Poftume, ducis? 


Dic qua Tifiphone, quibus exagitare colubris ? Juv. 


2 LAVILLA, foon after fhe was thus left in <z 
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kind of widowhood a fecond time, found her- 

felf with child ; and within fomewhat lefs than 

eight months after MercaTor’s return from his 


firft voyage, fhe happened to ftumble as fhe 
a 


Faby 
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was going up italrs, and being immediately 
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morning. ‘The child, though its birth had been 
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had any intrmity which endangered its life. 
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[r was now neceflary, that the vigils of whift and the tumults 


of balls and vifits fhould, for a while, be fufpended; and in this 
interval of languor and retirement Fravitra firft became thought- 
ful. She often reflected upon MERcaTor’s caution when they laft 
parted, which had made an indelible impreffion upon her mind, 
though it had produced ‘no alteration in her conduct: notwith- 
{tanding the manner in which it was exprefled, and the reafon 
upon which it was founded, fhe began to fear that it might have 
been fecretly prompted by jealoufy. ‘The birth, therefore, of her 
firft child in his abfence, at atime when, if it had not be 

mature, it could not poffibly have been his, was an accident which 
greatly alarmed her: but there-was yet another,. for which it was 
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(till lefs in her power to account, and which, therefore, alarmed 
her ftill more. 

Ir happened that fome civilites which the received from a lady 
who fat next her at an opera, and whom fhe had never-feen be- 
fore, introduced a converfation, which fo much delighted her, that 
fhe gave her a prefling invitation to vifit her: this invitation was 
accepted, and in a few days the vifit was paid. FLAVILLA was 
not lefs pleafed at the fecond interview, than fhe had been at the 
firft; and without making any other enquiry concerning the lady 
than where fhe lived, took the firft opportunity to wait on her. 
The apartment in which fhe was received was the ground floor of 


~ 


an elegant houfe, at a fmall diftance from St. James’s. It happened 
that FLavitia was placed near the window ; and a party of the 
horfe guards riding through the fireet, fhe expected to fee fome 
of the royal family, and haftily threw up the fafh. A gentleman 
who was paffing by at the fame inftant, turned about at the noife 
of the window, and Fravitzia no fooner faw his face than fhe 
knew it to be the father of Mercator. After looking firft fted- 
faftly at her, and then glancing his eye at the lady whom fhe was 
vifiting, he affe€ted a contemptuous f{neer and went on. FLAVILLa, 
who had been thrown into fome confufion, by the fudden and 
unexpected fight of a perfon, whom {he knew confidered her as 
the difgrace of his family and the ruin of his child, now changed 
.countenance, and haftily retired to another part of the room: fhe 
was touched both with grief and anger at this filent infult, of which, 
‘however, fhe did not then fufpect the caufe. It is, indeed, probable, 
-that the father of MercATor would no where have looked upon 
her with complacency; but as foon as he faw her companion, he 
recollected that fhe was the favourite miftrefs of an old courtier, and 
that this was the houfe in which he kept her in great {plendor, 
though fhe had been by turns a proftitute to many others. It hap- 
pened that FLAVILLA, foon after this accident, difcovered the cha- 
racter of her new acquaintance; and never remembered by whom 
fhe had been feen in her company, without the utmoft regret and 
apprehenfion. 

Sue now refolved to move in a lefs circle, and with more cir- 
cumfpection. In the:mean time her little boy, whom fhe fuckled, 
grew very fait; and it could no longer be known by his appear- 
ance, that he had been born too foon. His mother frequently gazed 
at him till her eyes overflowed with tears; and though her pleafures 
were now become domeftic, yet fhe feared left that which had 

* produced fhould deftroy them. After much deliberation, fhe de- 
termined that fhe wonld conceal the child’s age from its father ; 
believing it prudent to prevent a fufpicion, which, however ill 
founded, it might be difficult to remove, as her juftification would 
depend wholly upon the teftimony of her dependants; and her 

mother’s 
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mother’s and her own would neceffarily become doubtful, wh: 
every one would have reafon to conclude, that it would ftill have 
been the fame fuppofing the contrary to have been true. 

Sucu was the ftate of FLavitia’s mind, and her little boy was 
fix months old, when MercaAror returned. She received him 
with joy, indeed, but it was mixed with a vifible confufion; their 
meeting was more tender, but on her part it was lefs chearful; 
fhe fmiled with inexpreflible complacency, but at the fame time the 
tears gufhed from her eyes, and fhe was feized with an univerfal 
tremor. Mercator caught the infection; and carefled firft his 
Fravitta, and then his boy, with an excefs of fondnefs and de- 
light that before he had never exprefled. The fight of the child 
made him more than ever wifh a reconciliation with his father; 
and having heard at his firft landing, that he was dangeroufly ill, he 
determined to go immediately and attempt to fee him, promifing 
that he would return to fupper. He had, in the midft of his careffes, 
more than once enquired the age of his fon, but the queftion had 
been always evaded; of which, however, he took no notice, nor 


did it produce any fufpicion. 


He was now hafting to enquire after his father; but as he paffed 
through the hall, he was officioufly laid hold of by his landlady. 
He was not much difpofed to enquire how fhe had fulfilled his 
charge ; but perceiving by her looks that fhe had fomething to com- 
municate, which was at leaft in her own opinion of importance, he 
{uffered her to take him into her parlour. She immediately fhut 
the door, and reminded him, that fhe had undertaken an office 
with relu@tance which he had preffed upon her,. and that fhe had 
done nothing in it to which he had not bound her by a promife ; 
that fhe was extremely forry to communicate her difcoveries ; but 
that he was a worthy gentleman, and, indeed, ought to know them. 
She then told him, ‘“ that the child was born within lefs than eight 
<< months after his laft return from abroad; that it was faid to 
«© have come before its time, but that having prefled to fee it fhe 
“ was refufed.” This, indeed, was true, and confirmed the good 
woman in her fufpicion; for Fuavitua, who had ftill refented 


the freedom which fhe had taken in her remonftrance, had kept 


her at a great diftance; and the fervants, to gratify the miftrefs, 
treated her with the utmoft infolence and contempt. 

Art this relation Mercaror turned pale. He now recollected, 
that his queftion concerning the child’s birth had been evaded ; and 
concluded, that he had been fhedding tears of tendernefs and joy 
over a {trumpet and a baftard, who had robbed him of his patri- 
mony his honour and his peace. He ftarted up with the furious 
wildnefs of fudden phrenzy; but fhe with great difficulty pre- 
vailed upon him not to leave the room. He fate down and re- 
mained fome time motionlefs, with his eyes fixed on the epain 

and 
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and his hands locked in each other: In proportion as he believed 
his wife to be guilty, his tendernefs for his father revived; and he 
refolved, with yet greater zeal, to profecute his purpofe of imme- 
diately at tempting a reconciliation, 

In thls {tate of confufion and diftrefs, he went to the houfe; 
where he learned that his father had died early in the morning, and 
that his relations were then affembled to read his will. Fuxvivus, 
a brother of Mercaror’s mother, with whom he had always Beet 
a favourite, happening tg pais from one room to another, heard his 
voice. He accofted him with great ardour of friendfhip; and, 
foothing him with expreflions of ebndoMnee and affection, Ted 
to introduce him to the company. MercaTor tacitly confented : 
he was received at leaf{t with civility by his brothers, and fittin 
down among them the will was read. He feemed to liften like the 
reft ; but was, indeed, muf ng over the ftory which he had juft 
heard, and loft in the fpeculation of his own wretchednefs. He 
waked as from a dream, when the voice of the perfon who had 
been. reading was fufpended; and finding that he could no longer 
contain himfelf, he ftarted up and would have left the company. 

Or the will which had been read before him, he knew nothing : 
but his uncle believing that he was moved with grief and refent- 
ment at the manner in “ww hichid he had been mentioned in it, and the 
peat only of a fhilling, took him into another room; and, to 
apologize for his father’s unkindnefs, told him, that “ the refent- 
‘“‘ ment which he exprefled at his marriage, was every day in- 
‘* creafed. by the conduct of his wife, whofe character was now 
‘© become notorioufly infamous, for that fhe had been feen at the 
lodgings of a known proftitute, with whom fhe appeared to be 
w ell acquainted.” T his account threw Mercator into another 
agony ; from which he was, however, at length recovered by his 
uncle, who, as the only expedient by ofhib ch he could retrieve his 
mnibkottine and footh his diftrefs, propofed that he fhould no more 
retutn to his lodgings but go home with him; and that he would 
himfelf take fuch meafures with his wife, as could fcarce fail of 
inducing her to accept a ieparate maintenance, aflume another name, 
and trouble him no more. Mercaror, in the bitternefs of his af- 
fliction, confented to this propofal, and they went away together. 

MercaTor, in the mean time, was expected by FPLAvILLa 

with the moft tender impatience. She had put her little boy to 
bed, and decorated a fmall room in which they had been ufed to 
{up by themfelves, and which fhe had fhut up in his abfence; fhe 
counted the moments as they pated) and liftenied to every carriage 
and every ftep that fhe heard. Supper was now ready ; her im- 
patience was increafed ; terror was at length mingled with regret, 
and her fondnefs was only bufied to affi@ her; the withed, the 
feared, fhe accufed, fhe apologized, and fhe wept. In the height 
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-of thefe eager expectat ion 
billet which MrreaTor 





in which he upbraided her in 
Cc T1975 : 
confidence and difhonourins 


i 
** now obtained {uflicient proof to do juftice to himifelf, and that he 
** was determined to fee her no more, 
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th eagony which feized FLavizia upon the fight of this billet, 
all attempts to defcribe it would be not only ineffectual but abfurd., 
Having paffed the night without fle p, and the next day without 
food, dilapp ointed in every attemopt to difcover what was become 
of Mercaror, and doubting if fhe fhould have found him whe 
ther it would be pofiible to convince him of her innocence; the 
violent agitati on 108 Age ning produced a flow fever, which, before 

he communicated to DD ina while 
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at the diftance aie near axty ae went to his lodgings in order 
to difcharge the rent, and try what terms he could make with Fra- 


VILLA, whom pe hee to intimidate with threats of a profecution 
and Aine rce; but when he came, he found that FraviLtLa was 
finking very faft under her difeafe, and that the child was dead al- 
ready.. The woman of the houfe, into whofe hands fhe had juit 
put her repeating watch and fome other ornaments as a fecurity for 
her rent, was fo touched with her diftrefs, and fo firmly perfuaded 
of her innocence by the manner in which fhe had addreffed her, 
and the calm folemnity with which fhe abfolved thofe by whom 
fhe had been traduced, that as foon as fhe difcovered Furvius 
bufinefs, fhe threw herfelf on her knees, and intreated, that if he 
knew where Merc AOR was to be found, he would urge him to 
return, that if poffible the life of Fravitza might be preferved, 

and ae happinefs “ both be reftored by her juttifica ition. shor 
vius, who ftill fufpected appearances, or at leaft was in doubt of the 
Sie that had produced them, would not difcover his nephew ; 
but after much entreaty and expoftulation at laft engaged upon his 
honour for the conveyance of a letter. The woman, as foon as 
fhe had obtained this promife, ran up and communicated it to 
Fravitta; who, when fhe had recovered from the furprize and 
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tamult which it occafioned, was fupported in her bed, and in about 
half an hour, after many efforts a and many intervals, wrote a {hort 

billet, which was teale led and put into the hands of Fuxvius. 
Fuxvius immediately inclofed and difpatched it by the poft, re- 
folving that, in a queftion fo doubtful and of fuch im sii: he 
svould, no farther interpofe. Mercator, who the moment he cait 
his > 
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; eye upon the letter knew both the hand and ‘Yeal, after paufing 
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. few moments in fufpenfe, at length tore it open, and read theie 
words : 

« Syca has been my folly, that, perhaps, I fhould not be ac- 
“ quitted of guilt in any circumftances, but thofe in wh ich I write, 


Q i 
«¢ | do not, the refore, but for your fake, with them other than they 
“ are, The dear infant, bok birth has undone me, now lies 
‘¢ dead at my fide, a victim. tg my bicten sin 8: and your refents 
“c ment. I am fearce able to guide my pen. But.I moft cane 
“ entreat to fee you, that you may at leaft have the fatisfaction te 
ae heart me atteft my no with:the laft figh, and feal our re- 
‘¢ conciliation on my lips while they are yet enfible of the im-~ 
3: ovefiicn,” 

Mercator, whom an earthquake would lefs have affected 
than this letter, felt all his tendernefs revive in a moment, and re- 


-fle&ed with unutterable anguifh upon the rafhnefs of his refent- 


ment. At the tho “5 ht of his diftance from London, he ftarted as 
if he had felt a dagger in his heart: he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, with a look that expreffed at once an accufation of him- 
and a petition for her ; and then rufhing out of the houfe, 
wit sabi taking leave of any, or ordering a fervant to attend him, 
he took poft horfes at a neighbouring inn, and in lefs than fix 
hours was in Leicefter-fie ian But notwithftanding his {peed, he 
arrived too late; Fravitva had fuffered the laft agony, and her 
eyes could behold him no more. Grief and difappointment, re- 
morfe and defpair, now totally fubverted his reafon. It became 
neceflary to remove him by force from the body ; and.after a con- 


-finement of two years in a mad- houfe, he died. 


May every lady, on whofe memory compaffion fhall record 


thefe events, tremble to affume the levity of Fravitra ; for, 


perhaps, it is in the power of no man in MERcAToR’s-circum- 
tances, to be lefs jealous than MERcaTor. 
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Steriles nec legit arenas | 
Ut caneret paucis, merfitque hoc pulvere verum. Lucan. 


=e Ge HERE has always prevailed among that part 
» of mankind that addi& their minds to {pecu- 
@ lation, a propenfity to talk much of the hap- 
N pinefs of retirement; and fome of the moft 


N77 pleafing compofitions produced in every age, 





contain defcriptions of the peace and happi- 


nefs of a country life. 


I-xnow ‘not whether thofe who thus ambitioufly repeat the 
praifes of folitude, have always confidered, how much they depre- 
ciate mankind by declaring, that whatever is excellent or defira- 
ble is to be obtained by departing from them; that the affiftance 
which we may derive from one another, is not equivalent to the 

VOL. I. Lil evils 
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evils which we have'to fear; that the kindnefs of a few is overba- 
lanced by the malice\of many; and that the protection of fociety 
is too dearly purchafed, by encountering its dangers and enduring 


ads a’ 
its oppren ions. 


c ° rey ae 
I'HESE {pecious reprefentations of folitary happinefs, however 


MONG NES7S EN eres | open « Eee. AS ae y F boyd 
opprobrious to human nature, have fo far fpread their influence 


7 4 4 a . . 
over the world, that almoft every man delights his imagination 
with the hopes of obtaining fome time an opportuni ity of retreat. 
Mary indeed, who enjoy retreat on ination, content them- 


4 


{elves with believing, that another year will tranfport them to rural 
Fen) of I 


a 
oO 
< 
— 
=) 
5 
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tranquillity, and, die while they talk of doimg what if they had 


lived longer they would never have done. But many likewife there 
are;~cither of -greater-refolution or more*credulity;~-who in earneft 
try the ftate which they have been taught to think thus fecure 
from cares and) dangers; and retire to privacy, either that they 
may improve their happinefs, increafe their knowledge, or exalt 


‘their ‘virtue. 


THE greater part of the admirers of folitude, as of all other 
claffes of mankind, have no higher, or remoter, view, thanthe pre- 
fent gratification of their paflions.: Of thefefome, haughty and 
impetuous, fly. from fociety, only, becaufe; they cannot bear to 
repay to others,the regard which jthemfelves exact; and think no 
ftate of life eligible; but that) which, places them out-of the reach 
of cenfure or controul; and affords them opportunities of living in a 
perpetual compliance with their own inclinations, without.the ne- 


a 


ceflity y of regulating their actions by any other man’s convenience 


Or opinion. 


Tuere are others:.of minds; more delicate and tender, cafily 
offended: by) every .deviation. from rectitude, foon difgtifted by 
ignorance: or impertinence,:andcalways.expeGing! from the. con- 


verfation 
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verfation, of mankind, more elegance purity and truth than the 
mingled mafs of life will eafily afford. Such men are in hafte to re- 
tire fom grofinefs falfhood and brutality, and hope to find in pri- 


my 


vate habitations at leaft a negative felicity, an exemption from the 


fhocks.and perturbations with-which public fcenes are continually 


diftrefling them. 


To neither of thefe votaries: will folitude afford that content; 
which: fhe has been taught fo lavifhly to promife. The man of ar- 
rogance: will quickly difcover, that by efcaping from his opponents 
he has loft his flatterers, that greatnefs is nothing where it is not 
feen, and power nothing where it cannot be felt: and he, whofe 
faculties are employed in too clofe an obfervation of failings and 
defects, will find his condition very little mended: by transferring 
his attention from others to himfelf; he-will probably foon come 
back «in queft-of new. objects, andbe glad to keep his captioufnefs 


employed on any character rather than his own. 


OTHERS are: feduced into folitude: merely by the authority of 
great names, and expect to find thofe charms in tranquillity which 
have allured ftatefmen and conquerors to the fhades: thefe like- 
wife are apt to wonder at their difappointment;: from want of con- 
fidering, that thofe. whom :they afpire to’ imitate carried with 
them to their country feats minds» full fraught with fabje&ts of 
reflection, the’ confcioufnefs. of great merit, the memory of 
illuftrious actions, the’ knowledge) of important events, and the 
feeds, of, mighty defigns. to be. ripened by, .future meditation. 
Solitude was to fuch men’ a releafe from fatigue; and an oppor- 
tunity. of ufefulnefs.. But what’ can retirement: confer upon 
him, who, having! done nothing can’ receive no fupport from his 
own. importance, who having ‘known nothing:can find no enter- 
tainment in reviewing the paft, and who intending nothing can 
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form:no hopes from profpedts of the future: he can, furely, take 
no wifer courfe, than that of lofing himfelf again in the croud, 


and filling the vacuities of his mind with the news of the day. 


Oruers confider folitude asthe parent of philofophy, and re- 
tire in expeCtation of greater intimacies with fcience, as Numa 
repaired to the groves when he conferred with Ecrerra. Thefe 
men have not always reafon to repent. Some ftudies require a 
continued profecution of the fame train of thought, fuch as is too 
often interrupted by the petty avocations of common life: fome- 
times, likewife, it is neceflary, that:a multiplicity of obje€&ts be 
at once prefent to the mind; and every thing, therefore, muft 
be kept at a diftance, which may perplex the memory, or diffi- 


pate the attention. 


But though learning maybe conferred: by folitude, «its appli- 
cation muf{t be attained by general converfe. He has Jearned to 
no purpofe, that is not able to teach ; and he will always teach un- 
fuccefsfully, who cannot:recommend:his fentiments: by his diction 
or addrefs. 


Even the acquifition of knowledge ‘is: often much ‘facilitated 
by the advantages of fociety : he that never compares his notions 
with thofe of others, readily acquiefces:in his firft thoughts, and 
very feldom difcovers ‘the objeétions which may’ be raifed againit 
his opinions; he, therefore, often thinks himéfelf in pofleffion of 
truth, when he is only fondling an error long fince exploded. He 
that has:neither companions nor ‘rivals in his ftudies, will always 
applaud his own progrefs, and think highly of his -performances, 
becaufe he: knows not that others: have equalled or excelled him. 
And I am afraid it may be added, that the ftudent who with draws 
himfelf from the world, -will oon feel that ardour extinguithed 

which 
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which praife or.emulation had enkindled, and take the advantage 


, of. fecrecy to fleep rather than to labour. 


THERE remains yet another fet of reclufes, whofe intention in- 
titles them to higher refpe@t, and whofe motives deferve a more 
ferious confideration. .Thefe retire from the world, not merely to 
bafk in eafe or gratify curiofity, but that being difengaged [from 
common cares, they may employ more time in the duties of re- 
ligion,, that they may regulate their actions with ftriGter vigilance, 


and purify their thoughts by more frequent meditation. 


To men thus elevated above the mifts of mortality, I am far 
from prefuming myfelf qualified to give directions. On him that 
appears “to pafs through things temporary,” with no other care 
than “not to lofe finally the things eternal,” I look with fuch 
veneration as inclines me to approve his conduct in the whole, 
without a minute examination of its parts; yet I could never for- 
bear to with, that while vice is every day multiplying feduce- 
ments, and ftalking forth with more hardened effrontry, virtue 
would not withdraw the influence of her prefence, or forbear to 
affert her natural dignity by open and undaunted perfeverance in 
the right. Piety practifed in folitude, like the fower that blooms 
in the defart, may give its fragrance to the winds of heaven, and 
delight thofe unbodied {pirits that furvey the works of GOD and 
the actions of men; but it beftows no affiftance upon earthly 
beings, and however free from taints of impurity, yet wants the 


facred fplendor of beneficence. 


Our MAKER, who, though he gave us fuch varieties of tem- 
per and fuch difference of powers yet defigned us all for hap- 
pinefs, undoubtedly intended that we fhould obtain that happinefs 


by different means. Some are unable to refift the temptations of 
importunity, 
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importunity, or the impetuofity of their own paffions incited by 
the force of prefent temptations: of thefe it is undoubtedly the 
duty, to fly from enemies which they cannot conquer, and to cul- 
tivate, in the calm of folitude, that virtue which is too tender to 
endure the tempefts of public life. But there are others, whofe 
paffions grow more ftrong and irregular in privacy; and who 
cannot maintain an uniform tenor of virtue, but by expofing their 
manners to the public eye, and affifting the admonitions of con- 
fcience with the fear of infamy: for fuch it is dangerous to ex- 
clude all witnefles of their condué, till they have formed ftrong 
habits of virtue, and weakened their paflions by frequent victories. 
But there is a higher order of men fo infpirited with ardour, and 
fo fortified with refolution, that the world paffes before them 
without influence or regard: thefe ought to confider themfelves 
as appointed the guardians of mankind; they are placed in an 
evil world, to exhibit public examples of good life; and may be 
faid, when they withdraw to folitude, to defert the ftation which 


PRovVIDENCE affigned them. 
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——— Veteres ita miratur, laudatque ! —— Hor. 


" T is very remarkable,” fays Appison, “ that 
notwith{tanding we fall fhort at prefent of 
me the ancients, in poetry, painting, oratory, 
et hiftory, archite€ture, and all the noble arts 
a and fciences which depend more upon ge- 
“CC 





: nius than experience, we exceed them as 
i“ aoach. j in doggerel, humour, burlefque, and all the trivial arts of 
“< ridicule.” As this fine obfervation ftands at prefent only in the 
form of a general affertion, it deferves I think to be examined by 
a deduction of particulars, and confirmed by an allegation of ex- 
amples, which may furnifh an agreable entertainment to thofe 
who have ability and inclination to remark the revolutions of human 
wit. 
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Tuat Tasso; Arros'To and’Camoens;: the three moft’ cele- 
brated of modern Epic Ports, are infinitely excelled in propriety 
of defign of fentiment and ftyle by Homer and Vircit, it would 
be ferious trifling to attempt to prove: bat Miron, perhaps, will 
not fo eafily refign his.claim to equality, if not to fuperiority. Let it, 
however, be 4, cc a that if Mritron be enabled to difpute 
the prize with the great champions of antiquity, it is intirely owing 
to the fublime conceptions he has copie i from Tur Boox or 
G:OD:: ‘Thefe, therefore, muft be taken away, before we begin 
to make a juft eftimate of his genius: and from what remains, 
it cannot, I prefume, be faid, with candor and impartiality, that 
he has excelled Homer, in the fublimity and variety of his 
thoughts, or the ftrength and majefty of his diction. 


SHAKESPEARE, CoRNEIELE, and Racine, are the only modern 
writers of TRAGEDY, that we can venture to oppofe to Escuy us, 
SoPHOCLES, and Evripipes; ‘The farft isan author fo-uncommon 
and excentric, that we-can fcarcely try him by dramatic rules. In 
{trokes of nature and character, he yeilds not to the Greeks: in 
all other circumftances that conftitute the excellence. of the drama, 
he is vaftly inferior. Of the three moderns, the moft faultlefs is the 
tender and exact Racine: but he was ever ready to is 
that his capital beauties were borrowed from his favourite EURIPID 
which, indeed: cannot efcape the obfervation of thofe who read with 
attention his Paa@pra ‘and ANDROMACHE. The pompous and 
truly Roman fentiments of CoRNEILLE, are chiefly drawn from 
Lucan and Tacitus; the former of whom, by a ftrange. per- 
verfion of tafte, he is known to have preferred to Vireir. His 
diction is not fo pure and mellifluous, his charaéters not fo various 
and juft, nor his plots fo regul lar, fo interefting and fimple, as 

y 


thofe of his pathetic rival. is By this fimplicity of fable’ alone, 


7 « 


when every fingle act, and fcene, and fpeech, and fentiment and 


word, concur to accelerate the intended event, that the Greek tra- 


gedies kept the attention of the audience immoveably fixt upon 


one or: cipal objet, which muft be neceflarily leffened, and the 


ends of the diama defeated, by the mazes and intricaci€és of mo- 


dern plots, 


THE 
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Tue affertion of Appison with refpect to the firft particular 
regarding the higher kinds of poetry, will remain unqu eftionably 
true, till nature in fome diftant age, for in the prefent enervated 
with luxury fhe feems incapable of fuch an effort, fhall produce 


fome tranfcendant genius, of power to eclipfe the napa the 
EpIPus. 


Tue fuperiority of the ancient artifts in Pes is not 
perhaps fo clearly manifeft. They were ignorant, it will be faid, 
f light, of fhade, and perfpective ; and they had not the ufe of 
oil colours, which are happily calculated to blend and unite without 
harfhnefs and difcordance, to give a boldnefs and relief to the 
figures, and to form thofe middle Tr1nrs which render as 
well wrought piece a clofer refemblance.of nature. Judges of 
the trueft tafte do, however, place the merit of colouring far below 
that of juftnefs of defign, and force of expreffion. In thefe two 
higheft and moft important excellencies, the ancient painters were 
eminently fkilled, if we truft the teftimonies of PLiny, Quin- 
TILIAN, and Lucian: and to credit pe we are obliged, if we 
would form to ourfelves any idea of thefe artifts at all, for there is 
not one Grecian picture remaining ; Bd the Romans, fome few 
of whofe works have defcended to this age, could never boaft of a 
PARRHASIUS or APELLES, a ZEUXIS, TIMANTHES, or Pee 
GENES, of whofe performances, the two. accon ane ed critics 
abovementioned fpeak in terms of rapture and admiration. ‘The 
fiatues that have efcaped the ravages of time, as the HeRcuLEs 
and Laocoon for inftance, are ftill a ftronger demontftration of 
the power of the Grecian artifts in Se seth the pafiions ; for 
what was executed in'marble, we have prefumptive evidence to 
think, might alfo have been executed in colours. CARLo Marat, 
the laft valuable painter of Italy, after copying the head of the 
Venus in the Medician collection three hundred times, generoufly 
confeffed, that he could not arrive at half the grace and perfection 
of his model. But to fpeak my opinion freely on a very difputable 
point, I muft own that if the moderns eee the ancients in 
any of the arts here in queftion, they approach them neareft in 
THE ART oF PainTinG. The human mind can with difficult y 
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conceive any thing more, exalted.than ‘“ The Laft Judgment” .of 
MicuHarLt ANGELO, and “ The Transfiguration’ of RAPHAEL. 





What can be more animated.than RapHart’s ‘‘ Pau preaching 
“ at Athens?” “What more tender and. delicate than Mary 


a 
= = = = 


holding the child Jesus, in his famous ‘* Holy Family?” What 
more graceful than “© The Aurora” of Guipo!, What, more 
deeply moving than “‘ The Maffacre of the Innocents,” by Lz 
Brun? 


—_— 


— 


i 
| 
i] 


Bur no modern OraTOoR can dare ‘to enter the lifts with Dr- 
MOSTHENES and TuLtty. We have difcourfes, indeed, that may 
be admired for their perfpicuity, purity, and elegance; but .can 
produce none that abound in a fublime which whirls away the 
auditor like a mighty.torrent, and pierces the inmoft receffes of his 
heat like a flafh of lightning; which irrefiftibly and inftanta- 
neoufly convinces, without leaving him leifure to weigh the mo- 
tives of conviction. ‘The fermons of BourpALousx, the funeral 
orations of BossueT, particularly that on the death of Hen- 
RIETTA, and the pleadings of Pexisson for his difgraced patron 
FouqueT, are the only pieces of eloquence I.can recollect, that 
bear any refemblance to the Greek or Roman orator; for in 
England, we have been particularly unfortunate in our attempts 
to be eloquent, whether in parliament, in the pulpit, or at the 
bar. If it be urged, that the nature of modern politics and laws 
excludes the pathetic and the fublime, and confines the {peaker to 
a cold argumentative method, and a dull detail of proof and dry 

_ matters of fact; yet, furely, the ReLicion of the moderns abounds 
in topics fo incomparably noble and exalted, as might kindle the 
flames of genuine oratory in the moft frigid and barren genius: 
much more might this fuccefs be reafonably expected in fuch ge- 
niufes as Britain can enumerate; yet no piece.of this fort, worthy 
applaufe or notice, has ever yet appeared. 


Tue few, even among profeffed fcholars, that are able to read 
the ancient Hisrorians in their inimitable originals, are ftartled 
at the paradox of Bos.1ncBroKe, who boldly prefers Gurcc1aR- 
pin to THucipypes ; that is, the moft verbofe .and tedious to 

the 
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the moft comprehenfive and concife’ of writers, and a colle@or of 
facts to one who was himfelf an eye-witnefs and principal actor in 
the important ftory he relates. And, indeed, it may well be pre- 
fumed, that the ancient hiftories exceed the modern from this fingle 
gonfideration, that the latter are commonly compiled by reclufe 
fcholars, unpractifed in bufinefs, war, and politics; whilft the 
former are many of them written by minifters, commanders, and 
princes themfelves. We have, indeed, a few flimzy memoirs, par- 
ticularly in a neighbouring nation, written by perfons deeply in- 
terefted in the tranfactions they defcribe ; but thefe I imagine will 
not 'be compared to the retreat of the ten thoufand which XEno- 
PHON himfelf conducted and related, nor to the Gallic war of 
Cesar, nor the precious fragments of Potysrtus, which our mo- 
dern generals and minifters would not be difcredited by diligently 
perufing, and making them the models of their conduc as well 
as of their ftyle. Are the refleGions of Macuiavet fo fubtle 
and. refined as thofe of Tacirus? Are the portraits of THuanus 
fo ftrong and expreflive as thofe of SattusT and Prurarcu? 
Are the narrations of Davia fo lively and animated, or do his 
fentiments breath fuch a love of liberty and virtue, as thofe of 
Livy and Heropotus? 


Tue fupreme,excellence of the ancient ArcuiTEcTuRE, the 
Jaft particular to be touched, I fhall not enlarge upon; becaufe it 
has never once been called in queftion, and becaufe it is abundantly 
teftified by the awful ruins of amphitheatres, aquedudts, arches 
and columns, that are the daily objects of veneration though not 
of imitation. This art, it is obfervable, has never been improved 
in later ages in one fingle inftance; but every juft and legitimate 
edifice is ftill formed according to the five old eftablifhed orders, 
to which human wit has never been able to add a fixth of equal 
fymmetry and ftrength. 


Sucu, therefore, are the triumphs of the AnciENTs, efpecially 
of the Grerxs, over the Moperns. They may, perhaps, be not 
unjuftly afcribed to a genial climate, that gave fuch a happy tem- 


perament of body as was moft proper to produce fine fenfations ; 
to 
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to a language moft harmonious, copious, and forcible’; to the public 
encouragements and honours beftowed on the cultivators of ‘litéra- 
ture; to the emulation excited among the generous youth, by ex- 
hibitions of their performances at the folemn games; by their in- 
attention to the arts of lucre and commerce, which engrofs and 
debafe the minds of the moderns; and above all, by their not 
overloading their natural faculties with learning and languages, ‘as 
we in thefe later times are neceffitated to do, to qualify ourfelves; 
for writers, if we expect to be read. 


Ir is faid by Vortraire, with his ufual livelinefs, “ We thall 
“< never again behold the time, when a Duke pz ra Rocuerov- 
““ CAULT might. go from the converfation of a Pascan er Ar- 
“‘ NAULD, to the theatre of Cornerie.” This reflexion may be 
more juftly applied to the ancients, and it may with much greater 
truth be faid, “ ‘The age will never again return, when a Pericres, 
“« after walking with PLaTo in a portico built by Paipras, and 
“‘ painted by APELLEs, might repair to hear a pleading of Dr- 
“€ MOSTHENES, or a tragedy of SoPHOCLES.” 


I sHALL next examine the other part of Apprson’s affertion, 
that the moderns excel the ancients in all the arts of Ripicue, 
and affign the reafons of this fuppofed excellence. 
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Lila finifirorfum, bic dextrorfum abit, unus utrique 
Error, fed variis illudit pariibus, Her. 








nYLNa ge to charge each other with trifling away life: 
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SB Pe A WES 'T is common among all the claffes of mankind, 
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every man looks on the occupation or amufe- 
ment of his neighbour, as fomething below 


een 
a 






EAD 
—— 


the dignity of our nature, and unworthy of the 


attention of a rational being. 


A. MAN who confiders the paucity of the wants of nature, 
and who, being acquainted with the various means by which al! 
manual occupations are now facilitated, obferves what numbers are 
fupported by the labour of a few, would, indeed, be inclined to 
wonder, how the multitudes who are exempted from the neceffity 
of working either for themfelves or others, find bufinefs to §i]j 
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up the vacuities of life. The greater part of mankind neither 
card the fleece, dig the mine, fell the wood, nor gather in the 


harveft; they neither tend herds, nor build houfes; in what then 


rr 


Tus is certainly a queftion, which a diftant profpect of the 
world will not enable us to anfwer. We find all ranks and ages 
mingled together in a tumultuous confufion, with hafte in their 


motions and eagernefs in their looks; but what they have to perfue 


(eo) 
“Oo 

. 
or swaiae a more minute obfervation muft inform us. 


When we analize the croud into individuals, it foon appears that 
the paffions and pein ations of men will not eafily fuffer them to be 
idle; we fee things coveted merely becaufe they are rare, and per- 
fued. becaufe they are fugitive; we fee men confpire to fix an 
arbitary value on that which is worthlefs in itfelf, and then con- 
tend for the pofleffion. One is a colleGtor of foffils, of which 
he knows no other ufe than to fhew sha and when he has 
{tocked his own repofitory, grieves that the {tones which he has 
left behind him fhould be picked up by another. The florift nurfes 

a tulip, and repines that his rival’s beds enjoy the fame fhowers 
and fan thine with his own. This man is hurrying to aconcert, only 
left others {hould have heard the new mufician before him; another 
burfts from his company to the play, becaufe he fancies himfelf 
the patron of an actrefs: fome {pend the morning in confultatio 
with their taylor, and fome in direGtions to their cook ; fome are 
forming parties for cards, and fome laying wagers at a hoe race. 


Ir cannot, I think, be denied, that fome of thefe lives are paffed 
in trifles, in occupations by which the bufy neither benefit them- 
{elves nor others, and by which no man could be long engaged, 
who ferioufly confidered what he was doing, or had knowledge 
enough to compare what he is with what he might be made. 
However, as people who have the fame inclination een flock 
together, every trifler is kept in countenance by the fight of others 
as unprofitably active as himfelf; by kindling the heat of com- 
petition, he in time thinks himfelf important, and by having his 
aind intenfely engaged he 1s fecured from wearinefs of himfelf. 

SoME 
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Some degree of felf approbation is always the reward of dili 
gence; and I cannot, therefore, but confider the laborious faery 
vation of petty pleafures, as a more happy and more virtuous dif- 
pofition, than that univerfal contopaps and haughty negligence, 
which is fometimes afflociated with powerful faculties, but is often 
affumed by indolence when it difowns its name, and afpires to the 
appellation of greatne{s of mind. 


Ir has been long obferved, that drollery and ridicule is the 
moft eafy kind of wit; let it be added, that contempt and arro- 
gance is the eafieft philofophy. To find fome objection to every 
thing, and to diffolve in perpetual lazinefs under pretence that 
occafions are wanting to call forth activity, to laugh at thofe who 
are ridiculoufly bufy without fetting an example of more rational 
induftry, is no lefs in the power of the meaneft than of the higheft 
intellects. 


Our prefent ftate has placed us at once in fuch different re- 
lations, rie every human employment, which is not a vifible and 
immediate act of goodne({s, will be in fome refpect or other fub- 
je to contempt: but it is true, likewife, that almoft every act, 
which is not directly vicious, is in fome refpect beneficial and 
laudable. “I often,” fays BRuyERE, ‘ obferve from my window, 
“two beings of erect form and amiable countenance, endowed 
“ with the powers of reafon, able to clothe their thoughts in 
‘“« language, and convey their notions to each other. They rife 
‘“¢ early in the morning, and are every day employed till fun-fet in 
“rubbing two {mooth ftones together, or in other terms in po- 


“ lifhing marble.” 


“‘ Tr lions could paint,” fays the fable, ‘“‘ in the room of thofe 
« pictures which exhibit men vanquifhing lions, we fhould fee 
<< lions feeding upon men.” If the ftone cutter could have written 


like BRUYERE, what would he have replied? 


“ Tlook up,” fays he, ‘ every day from my fhop, upon a man 
“ whom the idlers, who ftand ftill to gaze upon my work, often 
“celebrate 
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“ celebrate as a wit anda philofopher. I often perceive his face 
< al with care, and am told that his taper is fometimes burning 
a4 


at midnight. The fight of a man who works fo much harder than 


“* myfelf, excited my curiofity. I heard no found of tools in his 


‘* apartment, and, therefore, could not imagine what he was doing; 
‘“ but was told at laft, that he was writing defcriptions of man- 
‘© kind, who when he had defcribed them would live juft as they 


4 3 1° 1 ge bw Sete toa - ri ‘le io} 
had lived before ; that he fate up whole nights to change a fen- 


“ tence, becaufe the found of a letter was too often repeated ; that 
“« he was often difquicted with cous, about the propriety of a 
‘* word which every body underftood ; that he would hefitate be- 
** tween two expreffions segbally-t proper, till he could not fix his 
choice but by confulting his friends; that he will run from one 
‘< end of Paris to the other, for an opportunity of reading a pe- 
‘* riod to a nice ear that if a fingle line is heard with coldnefs 
and inattention, he returns home dejected and difconfolate ; and. 
** that by all this care and labour, he hopes only to make a little 
“ book, which at laft will teach no ufeful art, and which none 
‘“‘ who has it not ‘will perceive -himfelf to want. I have often 
“© wondered for what end fuch a being as this was fent into the 
** world; and fhould be glad to fee thofe, who live thus foolith ly, 
feized by an order of the government, and obliged to labour at 
“« fome ufeful occupation.” 


Tuus, 2 partial and it pig ys reprefentation, may every thing 
be made equally ridiculous. He that gazed with contempt on 
human beings rubbing ed together, might have prolonged the 


fame amuiement by walking through the city, and feeing others 
with looks of importance heapin g one brick upon another; or by 
rambling into the country, eter he might obferve other crea- 
tures Of the fame kind driving a piece of fharp iron into the 
clay, or, in the language of men lefs enlightened, ploughing the 
field. 


As it is thus eafy by a detail of minute circumftances to make 
if 


every thing little, fo it is not difficult by an aggregation of effedts 


o make every thing creat. The polifher of marble may be form- 


Ing 
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ing ornaments for the palaces of virtue and the {chools of {cience; 
-or providing tables, on which the actions of heroés and the difco- 
veries of fages fhall be recorded, for the incitement and in- 
ftruction of future generations. ‘The mafon is exercifing one of 
the principal arts by which reafoning beings are diftinguifhed from 
the brute, the art to which life owes much of its fafety and all 
its convenience, by which we are fecured from the inclemency of 
the feafons, and*fortified againft the ravages of hoftility ; and the 
ploughman is changing the face of nature, diffufing plenty and 
happinefs over kingdoms, and- compelling the earth:to give food 
to her-inhabitants. 

Greatness and -littlenefe aré terms merely comparative; and 
we err in our eftimation of things, becaufe we meafure them by 
fome wrong flandard. The trifler propofes to himfelf only to 
equal or .excel fome other trifler, and is happy or miferable as 
he fucceeds or mifcarries: the man of fedentary defire and un- 
-active ambition, fits comparing his power with his wifhes; and 
makes his inability to perform. things impoffible, an excufe to him- 
{elf for performing nothing. Man can only form a juft eftimate 
of his own actions, by making his power the teft of his per- 
formance, by comparing what he dees with what he can do, Who- 
ever fteadily perfeveres in the exertion of all his faculties, does what 
is great with ref{pect to himfelf; and what will not be defpifed by 
Him, who has given to all created beings their diferent abilities: 
he faithfully performs the tafk of life, within whatever limits his 
labours may be confined, or how foon foever they may be forgotten, 


WeE.can conceive fo much more than we can accomplith, that 
“whoever tries his own actions by his imagination, may appear de- 
fpicable in his own eyes. He that defpifes for its littlenefs any 
‘thing really ufeful, has no pretenfions to applaud the grandeur of 
his conceptions; fince nothing but narrownefs of mind hinders 
‘him from feeing, that by perfuing the fame principles every thing 
limited will appear contemptible. 


He that neglects the care of his family, while his benevolence. 


expands itfelf in {cheming the happinefs of imaginary kingdoms, 
might 
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ht with equal reafon fit on a throne dreaming of univerfal em- 
ies and of the diffufion of bleffings over all t the globe: yet even 
this globe is little, compared with the fyftem of matter within our 


VIEW 5 


~ 


VV —— 
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and that fyftem barely fomething more than non-entity, 


1 


compared .with the boundlefs regions of fpace, to which neither 


—— ee 


ree oe. 


eye nor imagination can extend. 


i! 
Hy 
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FRom conceptions, therefore, of what we might have been, 
and from wifhes to be what we are not, conceptions that we know 
to be foolifh, and wifhes which we feel to be vain, we muft ne- 


cefflarily defcend to the confideration of what we are. We have 
eta very {canty in their utmoft extent, but which in different 


men are e differently proportioned. Suitably to thefe powers we 
have eke s prefcribed, which we muft neither decline for the fake 
of de ghting ourfelves with eafier amufemen ts, nor overlook in 


idle contem 1pi lation of greater excellence or more extenfive com- 


In order to the right conduét of our lives, we muft always re- 
member, that we are not born to pleafe ourfelves, He that ftudies 
fimply his own fatisfaction, will always find the proper’ *bufinefs 
of his {tation too hard or too eafy for him. But if we bear con- 
tinually in mind, our relation to Toe FATHER of Berna, by 
whom we are placed in the world, and who has allotted us the 
part which we are to bear in the general fyftem of life, we -thail 
bé eafily perfuaded to Se our own inclinations to ae 


diligence. 
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To be continued on TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 





TUESDAY, ‘fanuary 29, 1754. 





Quicquid agunt bomines, votum, timor, ira, voluptas, 
® : 
Gaudia ———— — ———— | Juv. 


To the ADVENTURER. 











St Ri Bath, Dec. 29. 
og RPS EONARDO DA VINCI, one of the moft ac- 
P Aa NW @v'® 


Aon ys complifhed mafters in the art of painting, was 








aS : J accuftomed to delineate inftantly in his pocket 
<i ree book every face, in which he difcovered any 
=o fingularity of air or feature. By this method 
es he obtained a vaft collection of various counte- 
nances; and efcaped that barren uniformity and refemblance, fo 
vifible in the generality of hiftory pieces, that the fpeCctator is apt 


to imagine all the figures are of one family. 


As a moralift fhould imitate this practice, and fketch characters 
from the life, at the inftant in which they ftrike him; I amufed 
(AOL Bie Ooo myfelf 
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myfelf yefterday in the pump-room, by contemplating the diffe- 
rent conditions and characters of the perfons who were moving 
before me, and particularly the various motives that influenced them 


to croud to this city. 


APHRODISIUS, a young nobleman of great hopes and large pro- 
perty, fell into a courfe of early debauchery at Weftminfter fchool, 
and at the age of fixteen privately kept an abandoned woman of 
the town, to whofe lodgings he ftole in the intervals of {chool- 
hours, and who foon communicated to him a difeafe of peculiar 
power to poifon the fprings of life, and prevent the maturity of 
manhood. His body is enervated and emaciated, his cheek yellow 
and bloodlefs, his hand palfied, and his mind gloomy and deje@ted. 
It being thought, however, abfolutely neceflary for the welfare of 
his family that he fhould marry, he has been betrothed, in this 
dreadful condition, to a lady whofe beauty and vivacity are in their 
meridian; and his phyficians have ordered him to thefe falutary 
waters, to try if it be poffible for him to recover a little health 
before the marriage is celebrated. Can we wonder at the dimi- 
fhed race of half formed animals, that crawl about our ftreets 
in the fhape of men, when matches fo unequal and fo unnatural 
are not only permitted, but enjoyned as a teft of filial duty, and 


the condition of parental favour: 


L{nvalidique patrum referunt jejunia nati. 


IneRTIO is a plump and healthy old bachelor, -a fenior fellow of 

a rich fociety in one of our univerfities, whofe chief bufinefs in 
life is to ride before dinner for a good appetite, and after it for a 
good digeftion. Not only his fituation but his tafte has deter- 
mined him to continue in a ftate of celibacy ; “ for, fays he, * at 
‘* prefent I can afford to drink port and keep a couple of geldings ; 
“ but if I fhould rafhly encumber myfelf with madam and her 
“* brats, 
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«© brats, I muft defcend to walk on foot and drink ale.” He 
was much alarmed at mifling his regular annual fit of the gout, 
and, on that account, having waited for it with impatience and 
uneafinefs a month longer than the expected time, he hurried to 
this city in hopes of acquiring it by the efficacy of the waters. I 
found him yefterday extremely dejected, and on my entering his 
chamber, ‘‘ Life,” faid he “ is full of vexations and difappoint- 
“‘ ments: what a dreadful accident!” Timagined that fome {e- 
Jefted friend, fome brother of his choice was dead, or that the 
college-treafury was burnt: but he immediately undeceived me 
by adding — “ I was prefented with the fineft, the fatteft collar 
“ of brawn, and expected it at dinner this day; but the rafcally 
‘* carrier has conveyed it to a wrong place fifty miles off, and 


-“ before J can receive it it will be abfolutely unfit for eating.” 


Here likewife is the learned and ingenious Cerro. Crito 
is. a genius of a fuperior order, who hath long inftruéted and en- 
-tertained his country by many incomparable works of literature 
.and morality ; and who in a Grecian commonwealth would have 
had a’ ftatue erected, and have been maintained at the public ex- 
pence; but in this kingdom has with great difficulty gained a 
precarious competence, by inceffant labour and application. Thefe 
uninterrupted and unrewarded ftudies, have at length impaired 
~his health, and undermined a conftitution naturally vigorous and 
happy: and as Crito has never been able to lay up a fum fuffi- 
cient to procure him the affiftance which the debility of fickne(s 
and age require, he was obliged to infure his life, and borrow at 
exorbitant intereft a few pounds to enable him to perform this 
journey to Bath, which alone.could reftore his health and fpirits ; 
and now, as his money and credit are exhaufted, he will be com- 
pelled to abandon this place, when his cure is only half effected ; 
and. muft retire to languifh in a little lodging in London, while 


his 
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his readers and, admirers, content themfelves, with lamenting .his 
diftrefs, and wondering how it.comes,to pafs that, nothing has-been 
done for aman of fuch diftinguifhed abilities and integrity. 


Docror PAMPER is poffeffed of three large ecclefiattical pre-_ 
ferments : his motive for coming hither is fomewhat: fingular; it 
ds, .becaufe. his parifhes cannot furnith him witha fet.of perfons 
that are equal to: him in the knowledge of whifts he is, there- 
fore, neceffitated every feafon to frequent this place, where alone 


he can meet with gamefters that are worth contending with. 


Spumosius, who. is one of the livelieft’ of free-thinkers, had 
not been three months at the Temple before he became irre- 
fiftably enamoured., of the beauty of virtue. He always carried .a 
SHAFTESBURY in his pocket, and ufed to read and explain the 
ftriking paflages to large circles at the coffee houfe ; he was of 
opinion that for purity and perfpicuity, elegance of ftyle and 
force of reafoning, the CHARACTERISTICS were incomparable, 
and were models equally proper for regulating our tafte and our 
morals. He difcovered a delicate artificial connection in thefe 
difcourfes, which to vulgar eyes appear to be loofe and incoherent 
thapfodies; nay he clearly perceived that each treatife depended 
on the foregoing, and all together compofed one uniform whole, 
_and the nobleft fyftem of truth and virtue that had been imparted 
to - mankind. He quarrelled irreconcileably with his deareft friend, 
who happened to hint, that the ftyle was affected and unharmo- 
nious, the metaphors far-fetched and violent and frequently coarfe 
and illiberal, the arguments inconclufive and unfair, the raillery frigid 
and infipid, and totally different from the Attic irony of SOCRATES, 
which the author prefumed to propofe for his pattern. Spumo- 
stus always difdained to practife virtue on the mean and mercenary 


motives of reward and punifhment; and was conyinced that fo 


excellent 


No.izga THE ADVENTURER, 353 


excellent a creature as man might be kept in order by the filken 
cords of delicacy and decorum. . He, therefore, frequently fneered 
at the prieftly.notions of heaven and hell, as fit only to be enter- 
tained by vulgar and fordid minds. But being lately attacked by 
a fevere diftemper, he betrayed fears that were not compatible 
. with the boldnefs of his former profeffions; and terrified at the 
approach of death, has had recourfe to various remedies, and is at 
“laft arrived here, as full of doubt as of difeafe, but fecling more 
acute pains in his mind than can poffibly be inflited on his 


body. 


Mr. Gurr was lately a foap-boiler at Chefter, but having aceu- 
mulated a vaft fortune by trade, he is now refolved to be polite, 
and enjoy his money with tafte. He has brought his numerous 
family of awkward girls hither, only becaufe he has heard that 
people of fafhion do at this time of the year generally take a trip 
toBatu. And for the fame reafon he intends in the fpring to 
make a journey to Paris, and will, I dare fay, commence virtuofo 
on his return, and be a profefled judge of drefs, pictures, and 


furniture. 


I must not forget to inform you that we have the company of 
Captain GarRisH, a wit and a critic, who pretends he is perfectly 
acquainted with the beft writers of the age, and whofe opinion on 
every new work is deemed decifive in the Pump-room. The 
prefaces of Drypen, and the French critics, are the fources from 
which his immenfe literature is derived. DaAcrer’s Plutarch 
has enabled him to talk familiarly of the moft celebrated Greeks 
and Romans, and Bayte’s Dictionary finifhed him for a fcholar. 
Sometimes he vouchfafes to think the ADVENTURER tolerable ; 
but he generally exclaims, ‘“‘ How grave and fententious! Good 


“© Fleavens! what more Greek! This circumftance will ruin the 
“ credit 
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Fo be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, February 2, 1754. 





Qut non eft hodie, cras 


(minus aptus erit. Marr. 


friends lamented his ee under a fen- 
tence of death, which he knew not how foon 


he might fuffer, “‘ that the world itfelf was 





‘ only a larger prifon, out of which fome 
‘© were every day felected for execution.” That there is a time 
when every man is ftruck with a fenfe of this awful truth, I do 
not doubt; and, perhaps, a hafty fpeculatift would conclude, that 


its influence would be ftronger in proportion as it more frequently 


VOL. Il. Ppp occurred : 
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occurred: but upon: every mind that is become: familiar with 
calamity, calamity lofes its force ; and mifery grows lefs only by 


its continuance, becaufe.thofe who have long fuffered . lofe : their 


Ir he, who lies down ‘at night in the vigour-and health of five 
and twenty, fhould rife in the morning with the infirmities of four- 
fcore, it is not improbable that he would fink under a fenfe of his 
condition : regret of enjoyments which could never return, would 
preclude all that remained; and the laft mournful effects of decay 


would be haftened:and-agravated by anticipation. But thofe who 


have been enfeebled by degrees, who have been fhaken ten years 


‘ by the palfey, or crippled by the gout, frequently totter.about upon 


their crutches with an air of waggith jocularity, are always. ready 


©to.entertain their company with a .jeft, mect their acquaintance 


with:a toothlefs grin, and-are the firft to toaft a young beauty 
when they can fcarce lift. the glafs to their lips. Even. criminals, 


who knew that in the morning they were to die, have often flept 


‘in the night; though very few of thofe who have been committed 


for a capital offence, which they knew would°be eafily proved, 
have flept the firft night after they were confined. Danger fo 
fudden and fo imminent, alarms confounds and ‘terrifies; but after 
a.time ftupor fupplies the want of fortitude ; and as the evil ap- 
proaches, it is in effect lefs terrible, except in the «moment when 
it arrives; and then, indeed, it is;common to lament that infenfi- 


bility, which before perhaps was voluntarily increafed by drunken- 


_nefs or diffipation, by folitary intemperance. or.tumultuous.com- 


panye 


SFHERE 
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TueEre is fome reafon to believe, that this ‘* power of the 























‘*¢ world to come,” as it is expreffed in the fublimity of Eaftern 





-metaphor, is generally felt at the fame age. The dread of death 
-has feldom been found to intrude upon the chearfulnefs fimplicity 


and innocence of children; they gaze at a funeral procefiion with 











as much vacant. curiofity as at any other fhew, and fee the world 











change before them without the leaft fenfe of their own fhare in 
the viciffitude. In youth, when all the appetites are flrong, and 


every gratification is heightened by novelty, the mind refifts 

















mournful impreffions with a kind of claftic power, by which the 











fignature that is forced upon it is immediately effaced: when this 











-tumult firft fubfides, while the attachment to life is yet ftrong, 
and the mind begins to look forward, and concert meafures by 
~which thofe enjoyments may be fecured which it is follicitous to 
keep, or others obtained to atone for the difappointments ‘that are ’ 
paft, then death farts up like a f{pectre in all his terrors, the 
blood is chilled at his appearance, he is perceived to approach 
with a conftant and irrefiftible pace, retreat is impoffible, and re- 


“Gf{tance is vain. 


Tue terror and anguifh which this image produces whenever 
it firft rufhes upon the mind, are always complicated with a fenfe 
of guilt and remorfe:; and generally produce fome hafty and zea- 
lous purpofes of more uniform virtue and more ardent devotion, 
of fomething that may fecure us, not only from the worm that 
never dies and the fire that is not quenched, but from total mor- 


tality, and admit hope to the regions beyond the grave. 
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Tuts purpofe is feldgm wholly relinquifhed, though it is not 
always executed with vigour and perfeverance; the reflection which 
produced it often recurs, but it (till recurs with lef& force ; defire of 
} 
i 


immediate pleafure becomes predominant ; appetite is no longer’ 


reftrained ; and either all attempts to fecure future happinefs are 
deferred “‘ toa more convenient feafon,” or fome expedients are 
fought to render fenfuality and virtue compatible, and to obtain 
every Obje&@ of hope without leflening the treafures of poffeffion. 
Thus vice naturally becomes the difciple of infidelity ; and the 
wretch who dares not afpire to the heroic virtue of a CHRISTIAN, 
liftens with eagernefs to every objection againft the authority of 
that law by which he is condemned, and labours in ‘vain to 
eftablifh another that will acquit him: he forms many arguments 
to juftify natural defires; he learns at length to impofe upon him- 
felf, and affents to principles which yet in his heart he does not 


believe; he thinks himfelf convinced, that virtue mutt be happi- 


nefs, and then dreams that happinefs is virtue. 


Tuese frauds, though they would have been impoffible in the 
hour of conviction and terror, are yet praétifed with great eafe 
when it is paft, and contribute very much to prevent its return. 
It 1s, indeed, fcarce poffible that it thould return with the fame 
force, becaufe.the power of novelty is neceflarily exhaufted in the’ 
firft onfet. Some incidents, however, there are, which renew 
the terror ; and they {éldom fail to renew the purpofe : upon the 
death of a friend, a parent, or a wife, the comforts and the con- 
fidence of fophiftry are at an end ; the moment that fufpends the 
influence of temptation reftores the power of confcience, and at 


once rectifies the underftanding. He, who has been labouring © 


to 
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to explain away thofe duties which he had not fortitude to practife, 
then fees the vanity of the attempt; he regrets the time that is 
paft, and refolves to improve that which remains : but if the firft 
purpofe of reformation has been ineffectual, the fecond is feldom 
executed ; as the fenfe of danger by which it is produced is ngt fo 
ftrong, the motive is lefs ; and as the power of appetite is increafed 
by habitual gratification, the oppofition is more ; the new con- 
viction wears off, the duties are again neglected as unneceflary 
which are found to be unpleafant, the lethargy of the foul re- 
turns, and as the danger increafes fhe becomes lefs fufceptible 


of fear. 


Tuus the dreadful condition of him who looks back after 
having put his hand to the plough, may be refolved into natural 
caufes ; and it may be affirmed upon mere philofophical principles, 
that there is a call which is repeated no more, and an apoftacy 


from which it is extremely difficult to return. 


Let thofe who ftill delay that which yet they believe to be of 
eternal moment, remember, that their motives to effect it will ftill 
grow weaker, and the difficulty of the work perpetually increafe ; 
to neglect it now, therefore, is a pledge that it will be neglected 
for ever: and if they are rouzed by this thought, let them inftantly 
improve its influence ; for even this thought when it returns, will 
return with lefs power, and though it fhould rouze them now 
will perhaps rouze them no more. But let them not confide in 
fuch virtue as can be practifed without a ftruggle, and which in- 
terdiats the gratification of no paflion but malice ; nor adopt 
principles which could never be believed at the only time when 


they 
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they could be ufeful; like arsuments which: men fometimes 


form when they flumber, and the moment they awake difcover 
to be abfurd. 


Let thofe who in the anguith of an awakened mind have re- 
retted the paft, and refolved to redeem it in the future, perfitt, 
invariably to do whatever they then wifhed to have done. Let 
this be eftablithed as a conftant rule of action, and oppofed to -all 
the cavils of fophiftry and fenfe ; for this with will inevitably re- 
turn when it muft for ever be ineffectual, at that awful.smoment 
when the fhadow of death fhall be ftretched over them, and that 


night commence in which no man can work. 
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Ergo aliquid noftris de moribus. Juv. 


AS 
>) 


ONTENELLE, in his panegyric on Sir 
Isaac Newton, clofes a long enumeration of 
‘q@ that great philofopher’s virtues and attainments, 
t~ with an obfervation, that ‘“ he was not diftin- 
‘‘ ouifhed from other men, by any fingalarity 
‘* either natural or affected.” 





Ir is an eminent inftance of Newron’s fuperiority to the reft 
of mankind, that he was able to feparate knowledge from thofe 
weaknefles by which knowledge is generally difgraced ; that he 
was able to excell in fcience and wifdom, without purchatfing 
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them by the neglect of little things; and that he ftood alone, 
merely becaufe he had left. the reft of mankind behind him, not 
becaufe he deviated from the beaten tract. 


WHuoEVER, after the example of Prurarcn, fhould compare 
the lives of illuftrious men, might fet this part of NEwTon’s 
character to view with great advantage, by oppofing it to that of 
Bacon, perhaps the only man of later ages, who has any preten- 
fions to difpute with him the palm of genius or {cience. 


Bacon, after he had added to a long and careful contemplation 
of almoft every other obje& of knowledge a curious infpeCtion 
into common life, and after having furveyed nature as a philofo- 
pher, had examined ‘ men’s bufinefs and bofoms” as a ftatefman; 
yet failed fo much in the conduct of domettic affairs, that in the 
moft lucrative poft to which a great and wealthy kingdom could 
advance him, he felt all the miferies of diftrefsfull poverty, and 
committed all the crimes-to which poverty_incites. Such were at 
once his negligence and rapacity, that, as it is faid, he would gain 
by unworthy practices that money, which, when fo acquired, his 
fervants might {teal from one end of the table, while he fat ftudious 
and abftracted at the other. 


As fearcely any man has reached the excellence, very few have 
funk to the weaknefs of BAcon: but almoft all the ftudious tribe, 
as they obtain any participation of his knowledge, feel likewife 
fome contagion of his defects; and obftruct the veneration which 
learning would procure, by follies greater or lefs to which only 
learning could betray them. 


Ir has been formerly remarked by the Guarpran, that the 
world punifhes with too great feverity the error of thofe, who 
imagine that the ignorance of little things may be compenfated by 
the knowledge of great; for fo it is, that as more can detect 
petty failings than can diftinguifh or efteem great qualifications, 
and as mankind is in general more eafily difpofed to cenfure than 
to admiration, contempt is often incurred by flight miftakes, which 
real virtue or ufefulnefs cannot connterbalance. 
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Yer fuch miftakes and inadvertencies, it is not eafy for a man 
deeply immerfed. in ftudy to avoid; no man can become qualified 
for the common intercourfes of life, by private meditation; the 
manners of the world are not a regular fyftem, planned by philo- 
fophers upon fettled principles, in which every caufe has a con- 
eruous effect, and one part has a juft reference to another. Of the 
fafhions prevalent in every country, a few have arifen, perhaps, 
from particular temperatures of the clime, a few more from the 
conftitution of the government; but the greater part have grown 
up by chance, been ftarted by caprice, been contrived by affecta- 
tion, or borrowed without any juft motives of choice from other 
countries. 


Or all thete, the favage that hunts his prey upon the mountains, 
and the fage that fpeculates in his clofet, muft neceflarily live in 
equal ignorance ; yet by the obfervation of thefe trifles it is, that 
the ranks of mankind are kept in order, that the addrefs of one to 
another is regulated, and the general bufinefs of the world carried 
on with facility and method. 


Tuese things, therefore, though fmall in themfelves, —be- 
come great by their frequency; and he véry much miftakes 
his own intereft, who, to the unavoidable unfkilfulnefs of ab- 
ftraction and retirement, adds a voluntary neglect of common 
forms, and increafes the difadvantages of a ftudious courfe of life 
by an arrogant contempt of thofe practices, by which others en- 
deavour to gain favour and multiply friendfhips. 


A REAL and interior difdain of fafhion and ceremony, is, indeed, 
not very often to be found: much the greater part of thofe who 
pretend to laugh at foppery and formality, fecretly with to have 
poffefied thofe qualifications which they pretend to defpife ; and 
beeaufe they find it difficult to wath away the tincture which they 
have fo deeply imbibed, endeavour to harden themfelves in a 
fullen approbation of their own colour. Neutrality is e ftate, 
into which the bufy paflions of man cannot eafily fubfide ; and 
he who is in danger of the pangs of envy, is generally forced to 


recreate his imagination with an effort of contempt. | 
| SOME 
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Some, however, may be found, who fupported by the con- 
{cioufnefs of great abilities and elevated by a long’ courfe of repu+ 
tation and applaufe, voluntarily confign themfelves to fingularity, 
affect to crofs the roads of life becaufe they know that they fhall 
not be juftled, and indulge a boundlefs gratification of will be- 
caufe they perceive that they fhall be quietly obeyed. Men of 
this kind are generally known by the name of HumourisTs, an 
appellation by which he that has obtained it, and.can be contented 
to keep it, is fet free at once from the. fhackles of fafhion; 
and ‘can go in or out, fit or ftand, be talkative or filent, gloomy 
or merry, advance abfurdities or oppofe demonftration, without 
any other reprehenfion from mankind, than that it is his way, 
that he is an odd fellow, and mutt be let alone. 


Tu1s feems to many, an eafy paflport through the various 
faGtions of mankind ; and thofe on whom it is beftowed, appear 
too frequently to confider the patience with which their caprices 
are {uffered, as an undoubted evidence of their own importance, 
of a genius to which fubmiffion is univerfally paid, and whofe 
irregularities are only confidered as confequences of its vigour. 
Thefe peculiarities, however, are always found to {pot a character 
though they may not totally obfcure it; and he who expects 
from mankind, that they fhould give up eftablifhed cuftoms in 
compliance with his fingle will, and exacts that deference which 
he does not pay, may be endured, but can never be approved. 


SINGULARITY is, I think, in its own nature univerfally and inva- 
riably difpleafing: in whatever refpect a man differs from others, he 
muftbe confidered by them as either worfe or better. By being better, 
it is well known that a man gains admiration oftener than love, fince 
all approbation of his practice muft neceffarily condemn him that 
gives it ; and though aman often pleafes by inferiority, there are 
few who defire to give fuch pleafure. Yet the truth is, that fin- 
cularity is almoft always regarded as a brand of flight reproach ; 
and where it is affociated with acknowledged merit, ferves as an 
abatement or an allay of excellence, by which weak eyes are recon- 
ciled to its luftrei and by which though kindnefs is not gained, at 
leaft envy is averted. 


4) 
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Bur let no man be in hafte to conclude his own merit fo great 
or confpicuous, as to .require or juftify ne dlaniyy serait Bes°as 
hazardous for a moderate underftanding to we the prerogatives 
of genius, as fer a common form.to play over the airs of uncontefted 
beauty. The pride of men will not patient se ndure to fee one, 


> | 


whofe underftanding or attainments are but level with their own, 
break the rules by which they have confented to be bound, or for 
fake the direction which they a 


eftablifhed practice, implies in its own nature a rejection of the 


ibmiffively follow: all violation of 


common opinion, a defiance, of common cenfure, and an appeal 
from ‘general laws to private judgment: he, therefore, who ditters 
from ethers without apparent advantage, ought not to be angry 
if his arrogance 1s -—punifhed with ridicule ; if thofe, whofe ex- 
ample he fupercilioufly overlooks, point’ him out to derifion, and 
hoot him back again into the common road. 


Tue pride of fingularity is often exerted in little things, where 
‘right and wrong are indeterminable, and where, therefore, vanity 
‘is without excufe. But there are occafions on which it is noble to 
-dare to ftand.alone. To be pious. among infidels, to be difinterefted 
in a time of general venality, to lead a life of virtue and reafon in 
the midft of fenfualifts, is a proof of .a mind intent on nobler things 
‘than the praife or blame of men, of a foul fixed in the contem- 
plation of the higheft good, and fuperior to the tyranny of cuftom 
or example. 


- In moral and religious queftions only, a wife man will hold no 
sconfultations with fafhions, becaufe thefe duties are conftant and 
immutable, and depend not on the notions of men, but the com- 
mands-of Heaven: yet even of thefe, the external mode is to be 
in fome meafure regulated by the prevailing tafte of the age in 
‘which we live; for he is.certainly no friend to virtue, who neglects 
to give it any la ts wful attraction, or fuffers it to difpleate the eye or 
alienate the affections fer want of innocent compliance with 
fafhionable decoration. 


4 


Ir is yet remembered of the learned and pious Netson, that he 
was remarkably elegant in his manners, and esten in his drefs. 
He 
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He knew, that the eminence of his character drew mary eyes 
upon him ; and he was careful not to drive the:young or the gay 
away from religion, by reprefenting it as an enemy to any-diftin@tion 
or enjoyment, in which human nature may innocently delight 


SS See: 


In this cenfure of fingularity, I have, therefore, no intention to 
fubjeé& reafon or confcience to cuftom and example. To comply 
with i e notions and practices of mankind, is in’ fome degree the . 

duty of a focial being ; becaufe by compliance only he can pleafe, 
and by pleafing only he can become ufeful: but as the end is not 
to be loft for the fake of the means, we are not to ¢ive up virtue to 

ssespiatinges for the end of complaifance is only to gain the. kind- 
f our fellow beings, whofe kindnefs is defirable only as inftru- 
tal to happinefs, and happinefs. muft be always loft by depar- 


ture vs m. virtue. 
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Lerimur per opaca locorum. VirG, 
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Gee ARAZAN, the merchant of Baydat, was 
ew 

pea eminent throughout all the Eaft for his avarice 

and his wealth: his origin was obfcure, as that 


of the fpark which by the collifion of fteel and 


ED ome 
ty 


adamant is ftruck out of darknefs; and the pa- 
tient labour of perfevering diligence alone had 


made him rich. It was remembered, that when he was indigent 


he was thought to be generous; and he was ftill acknowledged to 


1 But whether, in his dealings with men, he 


be inex 
difcovered a perfidy which tempted him to put his truft in gold, 
wealth he difcovered 
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or whether in proportion as he accumulated 
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titude foon rufhed like a torrent to his door, where they beheld him 
diftributing bread to the hungry and apparel to the naked, his 


es foftened with compafiion and his ch eek glowing with delight. 


Every one gazed with aftonifhment at the prodigy; and the 
o ~ Ce i x VIII Ae aha > “ = fin lik ch, fe c } 
murmur of innumerable voices increafing like the found of ap- 


proaching thunder, Carazawn beckoned with his hand; attention 


fufpended the tumult in a moment, and he thus gratified the cu- 


Sot de Bien felts aaiay it. 
riofity which had procured him audience. 


"Yo Him who touches the mountains and they fmoke, 
HE ALMIGHTY and Tue Most Merctrut, be everlafting 
honour! He has ordained fleep to be the minifter of inftrudtion, 
and’his vifions have reproved me in the night. As I was fitting 
my Haram, with my lamp burning before me, computing 
the product of my merchandize and exulting in the increafe of 
my wealth, I fell into a deep fleep, and the Hand of Him who 
dwells in the third heaven was upon me. I beheld the Angel 
of death coming forward like a whirlwind, and he {mote me 
before I could deprecate the blow. At the fame moment I felt 
myfelf lifted from the ground, and tranfported with aftonifhing 
rapidity through the regions of the air. The earth was con- 
tracted to an atom beneath; and the ftars glowed round me with 
a luftre that obfcured the fun. The gate of PARADISE was now 
in fight ; and I wa s intercepted by a fudden brightnefs which no 
human eye could behold: the irrevocable fentence was now to be 
‘pronounced ; my day of probation was paft; and from the evil 
of my life nothing could be taken away, nor could ‘any thing be 
added to the good. When I reflected that my lot for eternity 
was caft, which not all the powers of nature could reverfe, my 


confidence 
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confidence totally fe yrfook me; and whil 
filent, covered with confufion and chilled with horror, 1 was thus 


j fem 


addreffed by the radiance that flamed before me. 
« Carazan, thy worfhip has not been accepted, becaule 
“ it was not prompted by Love oF GOD; neither can thy 
richteoufnefs be rewarded, becaufe it was not produced by 
< Love or Man: for thy own fake only, haft thou rendered to 


every man his due ; and thou haft approached the A L- 


«< MIGHTY only for thyfelf. Thou haft not looked up with 


“ gratitude, nor round thee with kindnefs. Around thee, thou 
“ haft, indeed, beheld vice and folly ; but if vice and folly could 
4 


juftify thy parfimony, would they not condemn the bounty of 
« Hraven? If not upon the foolith and the vicious, where fhall 
the fun diffufe his light, or the clouds diftill their dew? where 
«¢ fhall the lips of the fpring breathe fragrance, or the hand of 
« autumn diffufe plenty? Remember, CaRAZAN, that thou 
« haft (hut compaffion from thine heart, and grafped thy treafures 
‘© with a hand of iron: thou haft lived for thyfelf; and, there- 
«¢ fore, henceforth for ever thou (halt fubfift alone. From the 
“ light of heaven, and from the fociety of all beings, fhalt thou 


7° 
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« be driven ; folitude fhall portra& the lingering hours of eter- 
“nity, and darknefs aggravate the horrors of defpair.” At this 
moment I was driven by fome fecret and irrefiftible power through 
the glowing fyftem of creation, and pafied innumerable worlds in 
amoment. As I approached the verge of nature, I perceived 

he thadows of total and boundlefs vacuity deepen before me, a 
dreadful region of eternal lence folitude and darknefs! Unutter- 
able horror feized me at the profpect, and this exclamation burft 


from 
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from me with all the vehemence of defire: “O 


noe 


<* been doomed for ever to the common receptacle of impenitet 
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pee 
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“‘ and guilt! there fociety would have alleviated the torment of 
*¢ defpair, and the rage of fire could. not have excluded the com- 
“© fort of light. Or if I had been condemned to refide on a comet, 
** that would return but once in a thoufand years to the regions 
“* of light and life; the hope of thefe periods, however diftant, 
‘© would chear me in the dreary interval of cold and darknefs, 
*‘ and the viciflitude would divide eternity into time.” While 
this thought pafied over my mind, I loft fight of the remoteft 
ftar, and the laft glimmering of light was quenched in utter dark- 
nefs. The agonies of defpair every moment increafed, as every 
moment augmented my diftance from the laft habitable world. I 
reflected with intolerable anguifh, that when ten thoufand thou- 
fand years had carried me beyond the reach of all but that 
PoweErR who fills infinitude, I fhould ftill look forward into an 
immenfe abyfs of darknefs, through which I fhould ftill drive 
without fuccour and without fociety, farther and farther ftill, for 
ever and for ever. I then ftretched out my hands toward the re- 
gions of exiftence, with an emotion that awaked me: ‘Thus have 
I been taught to eftimate fociety, like every other bleffing, by its 
lofs. My heart is warmed to liberality ; and I am zealous to com- 
municate the happinefs which I feel, to thofe from whom it is 
derived ; for the fociety of one wretch, whom in the pride of 
profperity I would have fpurned from my door, would, in the 
dreadful folitude to which I was condemned, have been more 
highly prized, than the gold of Afric, or the gems of Gol- 
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At this refle@ion upon his dream, Carazan became fud- 
denly filent, and looked upward in an extacy of gratitude and 
devotion. The multitude were ftruck at once with the precept and 
example ; and the Carry, to whom the event was related, that 
ne might be liberal beyond the power of gold, commanded it to 


recorded for the benefit of pofterity. 
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judgment, as to render me unable to difcern, 
or unwilling to acknowlege the fuperiority of 


the moderns, in pieces of humour and ridicule. 
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of Apprson, ,part of which-hath already been examined. 
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Comeny, Satire, and Buriesque, being the three chief 
branches of ridicule, it is neceflary for us to compare together the 
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moft admired performances of the ancients and moderns in thefe 
three kinds of writing, to qualify us juftly to cenfure or commend, 
as the beauties or blemifhes of each party may deferve. 


As ARISTOPHANES wrote to pleafe the multitude, at a time 
when the licentioufnefs of the Athenians was boundlefs, his plea- 
fantries are coarfe and unpolite, his characters extravagantly forced, 
and diftorted with unnatural deformity, like the monftrous Cari- 
caTuras of Carrot ; he is full of the groffeft obfcenity, inde- 
cency, and inurbanity; and as the populace always delight to 
hear their fuperiors abufed and mifreprefented, he fcatters the 
rankeft calumnies on the wifeft and worthieft perfonages of his 
country. His {tile is unequal, occafioned by a frequent introduc- 
tion ‘of parodies on SopHocies and Euripipes. It is, however, 
certain that he abounds in artful allufions to the ftate of Athens at 
the time when he wrote; and, perhaps, he is more valuable, confi- 
dered as a political fatirift, than a writer of comedy. 


Prautus has adulterated a rich vein of genuine wit and hu- 
mour, with a mixure of the bafeft buffoonry. No writer feems 
to have been born with a more forcible or more fertile genius for 
comedy. He has drawn fome charaéters with incomparable fpirit ; 
we are indebted to him for the firft good mifer, and for that worn- 
out character among the Romans, a boaftful Turaso. But. his 
love degenerates into lewdnefs; and his jefts are infupportably low 
and illiberal, and fit only for “ the dregs of Romutus”.to ufe and to 
hear; he has furnifhed examples of every fpecies of true and falfe 
wit, even down to a quibble and a pun. Prautus lived in an age, 
when the Romans were but juft emerging into politenefs: and I 
cannot forbear thinking that if he had been referved for the age. of 
Aucustus, he would have produced more perfect plays, than even 
the elegant difciple of Menanoner, 


Dexicacy, fweetnefs, and correétnefs, are the charateriftics of 
Terence. His polite images are all reprefented in the moft clear 
and perfpicuous expreffion ; but his charaGters are too eeneral and 

uniform, 
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uniform, nor are they marked with thofe difcriminating peculia- 
rities that diftinguifh one man from another: there is a tedious and 
difgufting famenefs of incidents in his plots, which, as hath been 
obferved in a former paper, are too complicated and intricate. It 
may be added, that he fuperabounds in foliloquies; and that nothing 
can be more inartificial or improper, than the manner in which 
he-hath introduced them. 


To thefe three celebrated ancients I venture to oppofe fingly the 
matchlefs Morierer, as the moft confummate mafter of comedy 
that former or later ages have produced. He was not content with 
painting obvious and common charaéters, but fet himfelf clofely to 
examine the numberlefs varieties of human nature: he foon dif- 
covered every difference, however minute; and by a proper ma- 
nagement could make it ftriking : his portraits, therefore, though 
they appear to be new, are yet difcovered to be juft. The Tar- 
TuFFE.and the MisantTrope are the moft fingular, and yet, 
perhaps, the moft proper and perfect characters that comedy can 
reprefent; and his Miser excells that of any other nation. He 
feems to have hit upon the true nature of comedy ; which is, to 
exhibit one fingular and unfamiliar character, by fuch a feries of 
incidents as may beft contribute to fhew its fingularities. All the 
circumftances in the MisanTrope, tend to manifeft the peevith 
and captious difguft of the hero; all the circumftances in the 
TARTUFFE, are calculated to fhew the treachery of an accom- 
plithed hypocrite. I am forry no Englifh writer of comedy can 
be produced as a rival to Mo.rere; although it mutt be confeffed 
that Farsrarr and Moross are, indeed, two admirable charac- 
ters, excellently fupported and difplayed: for SHAKESPEARE has 
contrived all the incidents to illuftrate the gluttony, lewdnefs, 
cowardice, and boaftfulnefs of the fat old knight; and Jonson 
has with equal art difplayed the oddity of a whimfical humouritt, 

who could endure no kind of noife. 


Witz it be deemed a paradox to affert that ConGREVE has 
not drawn a fingle character? His FonpLEwire and Fors- 
SIGHT are but faint portraits of common characters, and Ben is 
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Lucian is the greateft mafter of burlefque among the antients : 
but the travels of i cl though indeed evidently copied 
from his True History, do as evidently excel it. Luctan fets 
out with informing his readers, that he is in jeft, and intends to 
ridicule fome of the incredible ftories in'Crzsras 
this introduction furely enfeebles his fatire and defeats his purpofe. 
The true hiftory confifts. only of the moft wild monftrous and 
miraculous .perfons and accidents: GuLurver has a concealed 
meaning, and his dwarfs and giants convey tacitly fome moral or 
political inftrudtion. The ade 0d or the Profpedt (tmoxortyrs;) 
one of the dialogues of Lucian, has likewife given occafion to 
that agreeable French fatire, entitled, “Lr Drasie Bolreavx,” 
or’ “ The Lame-Devil.;” which has highly improved on its ori- 
ginal by a.greater variety of characters and henERoR., lively re- 
marks, and -interefling adventures. So if a parallel be drawn 
between. Lucian and’CERVANTES, the ancient will ftill appear to 


difadvantage: the ies er of Lucran principally .confitts in 
yhe 


making his gods and philofo »p {pe eal and act like the meaneft 
of the peor i that of Cervantes arifes from the folemn and 
important a with which the moft-idle and ridiculous aGtons are 


related ; ne is, therefore,-much more {triking and forcible. Ina 

word, Don QuixoTe and its copy Hupisras, the Sprenpip 

‘SHILLING, the Adventures of Grr Bras, the Tale of a Tus, 

and the REHEARSAL, are pieces of humour which antiquity can- 
c 

not equal, much. leis excel. 


Tueropurastus muft yield to La Bruyere for his intimate 
‘knowledge of human nature. and the Athenians never produced 
a writer whofe humour was fo exquifite as that of AppIsoNn, or 
who ever delineated and {upported a character with fo much 
nature and true pleafantry as that of Sir RoczR pz Coverity. It 
ought indeed to be remembered, that every fpecies of wit, written 
in diftant times and in dead languages, appears with many dif- 
advantages to prefent readers, from their ignorance of 
ners Sai anes S alluded to and ex “ae but ie a 


-Ciently appear, even es the eadette of fuch.critics as ae 
ad 
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and QuINTILIAN, who mention corporal defeéts and deformities 
as proper objects of raille ry . 


Ir it be now afked, to what-can we afetibe this fuperiority of 
the moderns in all the fpecies of Biidtine’ I anf{wer, ‘to the im- 


4 


proved ftate of converfation. The great elsif of Greece and 
Rome were formed during the times of a r epublican government : 


€ 
and though it be certain, as Loncrnus aflerts, that Democracies 
are the nurfes of true Guiliraile yet monarchies and courts are 
more productive of politenefs, The arts of civility, and the de- 
cencies of converfation, as they unite men more clofely and bring 
them more frequently together, multiply opportunities of ob: 
ferving thofe incongruities and abfurdities of behaviour, on which 
RipicuLe is founded. ‘The ancients had more Liperty and 
SERIOUSNESS; the moderns haye more L XURY and LAUGHTER, 
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To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, February 16,1754. 
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—Virtutibus obftas 





‘Res angufta domt. JUVENAL. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


%S I was informed -by your boek(feller, upon 
Sg ° whom I called a few days ago to make a {mall 
| aso purchafe for my daughter, that your whole 
Eur work would be comprized in one hundred and 
a3) hh forty papers, I can no longer delay to fend you 
the account of her life, which I gave you fome 
reafon to expect when I related my own. ‘This account fhe gave 
me in that dreadful night, the remembrance of which ftill freezes 
me with horror; the night.in which I had hired her as a proftitute, 
and could not have been deterred from inceft, but by an event fo 
extraordinary that it was almoft miraculous. I have, indeed, fre- 
quently attempted to relate a {tory which I can never forget, but I 
was always diflatished with my own expreflions ; nor could I ever 
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produce im writing, @ «narrative which appeared equal to the 
effet thatit wrought upon my mind when I heard it.\ I have, 
therefore, prevailed upon the dear injured girl, to:relate 4t in her 
own wotds, which.I thall faithfully. tranferibe. 


Tue frft'fituation that -I remember was in .a cellar; where, 
{ fuppofe, I had been placed by the parith officers with a woman 
who kept.a little dairy. My nurfe was obliged to.be. often.abroad, 
-and I was then left'to the care of a girl, who was juft old enough 
-to lug me about in her arms, and who, like other petty.creatures 
in o office, knew. not how to fhew her authority but by the abufe 
-of it. Such was.my dread of her power and refentment, that ‘I 
.fuffered almoft whatever fhe inflicted, without complaint; and 
when I was fearcely four years old, had learnt fo far to furmount 
‘ the fenfe of pain and fupprefs my pafiions, that I have-been pinched 
‘ black-and blue without wincing, and patiently fuffered her to im- 
_ pute.to me many trivial mifchiefs which, her .own ,perverfenefs_or 
-carélefinefs had produced. 


Tus fituation, however, was net without. its advantages. for 
inftead of a hard-cruft and fmall beer, which would pr obably have 
been the principal part of my-fubfiftence, if 1 had-been placed with 
a perfon in the fame rank .but, of a different employment, I .had 
always plenty of milk; which, though .it had been: fkimmed > for 
cream -was-not four, and which indeed was wholefome.food,; 
upon which I throve very faft, and was taken. notice - of by 


I 
every body, for the freflnefs.of my looks and the.clearnefs.of my 
fin. 


1° 


Axmost as foon as'I could {peak plain, I was fentite:the parith 


{chool to learn to read; snd thought m 


yiclf as fine in -my blue 
4 3 | eee ay | « asibeg Ae sein glk 
les and Page as a court beauty ina birth-nigbt fuit. The 


, 1. {c Ng 9'| pe a al a Eye Ne <x es 3 24" 87 ¢ aie 
fe BH he 0) was tiie VW ido VW Oi a clet pad V ryan, WiAOMmM I 


have. atten heard her mention with -teare o¢homee ae had ty 

f e oren heard her mention with tears, thnOUs tia cen 
! ner de f eh a a eee >" od 0 1 : £ 4 =) In 
jong dead when | firft came under-her tuition, and. left, her in 
Fp iat. ieee : ta } PA |, PS ee mrnlinumen hic 

{uch circ ats ances as made her.follicit an employment, oF which 
Letace fa eeretass tae Lod thie Vey a eA ed art ed ~r= 

before fhe would have dreaded the labour, and ee the: mean- 
nefe ~-&She had y.very went rel educated 1 d ye mI oe 

nels. She had_been-very genteclly.educated, and had acquired.a ge- 


-neral 
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neral knowledge of ‘literature after her marriage ; the communica- 
tion of KIGHD enlivened their hours of retirement, and afforded 
{uch a fubject of converfation, as added to every other enjoyment 
the pleafures of beneficence and gratitude. 

















TuHeEre was fomething in her manner, which won my affection 
and commanded my reverence. I found her a perfon very different 
from my nurfe ; and I watched her looks with fuch ardour and at- 


a 
a 


tention, that I was fometimes able, young as I was, to anticipate her 





commands. It was en, vatiy t the fhould love the virtue which 
fhe had produced, nor was it incongruous that the fhould reward 
it: ~T’ perceived with inexpreffible de elight, that fhe treated'me with 


£ 








peculiar tendernefs ; si when’ I was about eight years old, fhe 





offered to take my education wholly upon herfelf, without putting 


the’ parifh to any farther charge for my maintenance. Her offer 





was readily accepted, my nurfe was difcharged, and I was taken 
home to my miftrefs, who called'me her little maid, a name which 
1 was ambitious to deferve becaufe fhe did’not like a tyrant exaé& 





‘my obedience as aflave, but like a parent invited me to the duty 
ofa child. “As our family confifted only of my miftrefs and my- 
‘{elfexcept fometimes a charwoman, we were always alone in 
the intervals: of bufinefs.; and the good matron amufed herfelf 2 
inftruGting «me, ‘not only in reading writing and the firft rules 
-of arithmetic, but in various kinds ef needlework; and what was 








yet of more moment, «in the principles of virtue and religion, 
“which.in her life appeared to be-fo amiable that :I wanted. neither 
example-nor motive. She*gave me alfo fome general notions of 
the decorum practifed among perfons of a iioieex clafs; and I was 
‘thus acquainted, while I was yet a child and in.an obfcure ftation, 
-with fome rudiments of;-good breeding. | 


Berore ‘I was ‘fifteen, I began to affift my benefactrefs in her 
employment, and by fome plain-work which fhe had procured 





me I furnifhed: my felf with decent cloaths. By an -infenfible.and 








‘{pontancous imitation cf her m Be I had acquired fuch a car- 


riage, as gained me more re{pect in a yard wide ftuff, than is often 


-paid by ftrangers to.an_upper fervant ina rich filk, 
Sucu 
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Sucu was now the fimplicity and innocence of my life, that J 
had fearce a with unfatisfied ; ee L often reflected upon my own 


eu with a fenfe of gratitude that increafed it. But alas! 


this felicity was {carce fooner enjoyed than loft; the good, matron, 


‘who was in the moft endearing fenfe my parent and my friend, 


was feized with a fever, which in a few days put an end.to.her 


life, and left mealone in the world without alliance :or protection, 


overwhelmed with grief and diftracted with anxiety.. ‘The world, 
indeed, was before me; but I trembled to enter italone.. I knew 
no.art by which I could fubfft myfelf; and I was unwilling. to 
be condemned to.a ftate of fervitude, in which no fuch art. could 
be learned. J, therefore, applied again to the .officers of the 
parifh, who, as a teftimony of refpect to my ,patronefs, conde- 
{cended ftill to confider .me.as hen charge, and with the ufyal 
fum bound me apprentice to a.mantua-maker.; whofe bufinefs, 
of which, indeed, fhe had. but little, was among perfons that 
were fomething below the middle clafs, and who, as I verily be- 
Jieve, had applied to the.church-wardens for an apprentice, only 


that fhe might filence a number of petty duns, and obtain new 


credit with the money that is given as a confideration for neceflary 
cloaths. 


Fur dwelling of my new miftrefs was two back rooms ina 
dirty ftreet near the Seven Dials. She received me, however, with 
ereat appearance of kindnefs; we breakfafted dined and {upped 
together ; and though I could not but regret the alteration of my 
condition, yet I comforted myfelf with refleGtin g, that’ in a few 
years I fhould be miftrefs of a trade by which I might become 
independent, ‘and live in a manner more agreeable to my inclina- 
tions. But my indentures were no fooner fiened, than I fuffered a 
new change of fortune. ‘The firft ftep «my miftrefs took was to 
turn away her maid, a poor flave who was covered only with rags 
and dirt, and whofe ill qualities I foolithly thought were the only 
caufe of her ill treatment. I was-now compelled'to light fires, go 
of errands, wath linen, and drefs victuals, and in fhort to do 
every kind of houfhold drudgery, and to fit up p half the night, 
that the tafk. of hemming and running feams ‘which had‘been 
afligned me might be ae med. 

‘THOUGH 
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Tuoucn I fuffered all this without murmur or complaint, yet 
I became penfive and melancholy ; the tears would often fteal fi- 
lently from my eyes; and my mind was fometimes fo abftra¢ted 
in the contemplation of my own mifery, that I did not hear what 
was faid to me. But my fenfibility produced refentment, inftead 
of pity ; my melancholy drew upon me the reproach of fullennefs; 
I was ftormed at for fpoiling my work with fniveling I knew not 
why, and threatened that it fhould not long be without caufe; a 









































menace which was generally executed the moment it was uttered ; 
my arms and neck continually bore the marks of the yard, and I 
was in every refpect treated with the moft brutal unkindnefs. 











In ‘the mean time, however, I applied myfelf to learn the 





bufinefs as my laft refource, and the only foundation of my hope. 
My diligence and affiduity atoned for the want of inftruction; and 
‘it might have been truly faid, that I ftole the knowledge which 























my miftrefs had engaged to communicate. As TI had a tafte for 
drefs, I recommended myfelf to the beft cuftomers, and frequently 
corrected a fault of which they complained, and which my miftrefs 
was not able to difcover. The countenance and courtefy which 














this gained, though it encouraged my hope of the future, yet it 
made the prefent lefs tolerable. My.tyrant treated me with yet 
more inhumanity; and my fufferings were fo great, that I fre- 





quently meditated an efcape, though I knew not whither to go; 
and though I forefaw that the moment I became a fugitive, I 
fhould forfeit all my intereft, juftify every complaint, and incur 
a difgrace which I could never obliterate. 


I HAD now groaned under the moft cruel oppreffion fomething 








more than four years; the cloaths which had been the purchafe 
of my own money I had worn out; and my miftrefs thought it 
her intereft not to furnifh me with any better than would jutft 
ferve me to go out on her errands, and follow her with a bundle, 
But as fo much of my time was paft, I thought it highly reafon- 
able, and indeed neceffary, that I fhould make a more decent ap- 
pearance, that I fhould attend the cuftomers, take their orders 
and their meafure, or at leaft fit-on the work. After much pre- 

meditation, 
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meditation, and.many attempts, I at length furmounted my fears, 
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and in fuch: terms and manner as [ thought leaft lik ely to give of- 


3 


ence, I intreated that I might have {uch cloaths as would anfwer 


ofe, and <ingilt to 4) fo many hours ex tidal 
a R i 


as would produce the mo 1ey they fhould coft. But this requet 
‘ et 
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however modeft, «was ier As only with reproaches and infule. 
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‘¢ I wanted, i anal to be a gentlewoman; yes, I fhould ‘be 
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‘* equipped to fet up for myfelf. This the might have expected, 
i 4 od 
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‘< for taking a begger from the parifh; but-JI fhould fee that the 
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I 
‘ knew how to médrtify my pride, and difappoint my cunning, 
; and I be- 
lieve, for the firft time, expreffed — with fome indignation 
t 


I was at once orieved and angel red at this treatment 


and refentment. My refentment, however, the treated with deri- 


fion and .centempt, as an impotent aCe o throw off her au- 
thority; and declaring that fhe would foon oe me who was 
miftrefs, fhe {truck me {fo violent a blow that I fell from m ry chair. 
Whether fhe was frighted at my fall, or whether the fufpected I 


3° 


fhould alarm the ey fhe did not ae her blow, but con- 
tented herfelf with revi ie the poverty and wretchednefs which 
fhe labourec 


which I accufed eas me having ow ondnied too ct 
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T happened, that the next morning I was 
fent with fome work as far as Chelfea. It was 
about the middle of May. Upon me, who had 
long toiled in the fmoke and darknefs of 
London, and had feen the fun fhine only upon 

Ki S087 a chimney or a wall, the frefhnefs of the air 

the verdure of the fields and the fong of the birds had the 

power of enchantment. I could not forbear lingering in my 
walk; and every moment of delay made me lefs willing to re- 
turn; not indeed by increafing my enjoyment, but my fear: I was 
tenacious of the prefent, becaute I dreaded the future; and in- 
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Ir is impoffible to exprefs the tranfport that I felt at this un- 


expected deliverance. I was opted unacquainted with, the ar- 

tifices of thofe, who are hackneyed in the ways of vice; and the 
remembrance of the difinterefted kindnefs of my firft friend by 
whom I had been brought up, came frefh. into my mind: J, 
therefore, indulged the hope of having found fuch another with- 
‘out {cru o> and uttering fome incoherent expreffions of grati- 
tude, which was too great to be formed Paid complement, I ac- 
cepted the offer, and followed my conductrefs home. The houfe 
was fuch as I had never entered before; the rooms were f{pacious 
and the furniture elegant. I looked round with wonder; and 


blufhing with a fenfe of my own n ieannefs,’ would have followed 
the fervant who opened the door into the kitche en, but her mi- 


ftrefs prevented me. She faw my confufion, and encour aging me 


with a fmile took me up flairs into a kind of dreffing room, 
where fhe immediately furnifhed me with clean fhoes and ftock- 
ings, a cap handkerchief ruffles and a and a night-gown 
of a genteel Irith ftuff, which had not been much worn, though 
it was {potted and ftained in many places: they belonged, the faid, 
to ts coufin, a young lady, for whom fhe had undertaken to 


provide ; and infifted upon my putting them on, that I micht fit 
down with her family at dinner; “ for,” faid fhe, “ I have no 
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“¢ acquaintance, to whom I pies recommend a mantua- 
«« that I kept in my kitchen. 


I peRcEIvED that fhe watched me with great attention Ag 

i wasdrefling, and Se ia o be greatly delighted with the altera 
in my appearance when I [had done. ‘I fee,” faid fhe, “ that 
«© you was made for a gentlewoman, and a gentlewoman you 
‘< fhall be, or it fhall be your own fault.” I could only court’ fy 
; but notwithftanding the appear 
ance of diffidence and modefty in the bluth which I felt burn 
upon my cheek, yet my heart fecretly exulted in a proud confi- 
dence that it was true. When I came down ftairs, I was intro- 


duced by my patronefs, who had told me thai 


m 


ms. : ‘- } fee ES BE a ees Sat ey etl te Past sp PRA aee 
WELLWooD, to the young lady ther coufin and three others ; to 
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whom, foon after we were feated, fhe related my ftory, inter- 
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mixing much invective againft my miftrefs, and much flattery to 
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me, with neither of which, if the truth be confeffed, I was much 
. = > 4 

UilpUiv dis ry 


ArTeR dinner, as I underftood that company was expeéted, I 
Ke) 


o a {mall 
chamber very neatly furnifhed, which I was defired to confider 


entreated leave to retire, and was fhewed up ftairs in 


as my own., As the company {taid till it was very late, I drank 
t ind fupped alone, one of the fervants being ordered to at- 
tend me 

THE next morning, when I came down ftairs to breakfaft, 
Mrs. WeLiwoop prefented me ae a piece of printed cotton 
fuflicient for a fack and coat, and about twelve aE of flight filk 
for a night-gown, which, fhe faid, I fhould make up myfelf aga 
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but I was commanded with a kind frown, and in emptor} 


with much hefitation and confufion ; 
ap 
tone, to be filent. I was told, that, when bininaels came in, i 
{hould pay all my debts; that, in the mean time, I thould be 


f 1 


follicitous only to fet up; and that a change of genteel apparei 
confidered as n oe {tock in trade, Jin ace without it my 


To work, therefore, I went ; my cloaths were made and worn ; 
many encomiums were lavifhed upon my dexterity and my fe sfon: 
and thus I was entangled in the fnare that had been lain for me, 
before esha cs my danger. I had contracted: debts which it 
ble I fhould pay ; the power of the law could now be 
applied to effee the purpofes of guilt; and my creditor could urge 


: . 
me to her purpote, 


T 
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both by hope and fear. 


I nap been now near a month in my new lodging ; and great 
care had hitherto been taken, to conceal whatever might fhock 
my modefty, or acquaint me with the danger of my fituation. 
Some incidents, however, notwithftanding this caution, had fallen 
under my notice, that might well have alarmed me; but as thofe 
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who are waking from a pleafin 8 dream, fhut their eyes againft 


7 


the light, and endeavour to prolong the delufion by flumt bering 
again, I checked my fufpicions the moment they rofe, as if Haier 
that was not known would not exift; without confidering, that 


enquiry alone could confirm the good, and enable me to efcane 
the evil. 


Tue houfe was often filled with-company, . which divided into 


feparate rooms; the vifits were frequently continued till midni cht, 
and fometimes till morning: I had, however, always defired leave 
to retire, which had hitherto been permitted, though not with 
out reluctance ; but at length I was p: 
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importunity a I could not refit. he company was very ga 


TY 82Y>5 
and fome familiarities pafled between the gentlemen and ladie 
which threw me into confufion and covered me with bluthes - vet 


I was ftill zealous to impofe upon. mytfelf, and, therefore, was 
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tented with the fuppofition, that they were liberties sowed ar 
perfons of fafhion, many of whofe polite levities I had ig Sas de-~ 
{cribed and cenfured by the dear moniter of my youth, to whom 
I owed all my virtue and all my knowledge. I could not, how- 
ever, reflect without follicitude and anxiety, that fince the firft 
week of my arrival I had heard no more of my bufinefS. I had, 
indeed, frequently ventured to mention it; and ftill hoped, that 
when my patronefs had procured me a little fet of cuftom 
among her friends, I fhould be permitted to venture into a room 
of my own; for I could not think of carrying it on where it would 
degrade my benefactrefs, of whom it could not without an affront 
be faid, that fhe let lodgings to a mantua-maker; nor could I 
without indecorum diftribute directions where I was to be found, 
till I had removed to another houfe. But whenever I introduced 
this fubject of converfation, I was either rallied for my gravity, or 
gently reproached with pride as impatient of obligation. Some- 
times I was told with an air of merriment, that my bufinefs fhould 
be pleafure ; and fometimes I was entertamed with amorous {tories, 
and excited by licentious and flattering defcriptions, to a relifh of 
luxurious idlenefs and expenfive amufements. In fhort my fufpi- 
cions gradually increafed; and my fears grew ftronger, till my 
dream 
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dream was at an end, and‘I could flumber no moze. 'The terror 
that {eized me, when I could no longer doubt into what hands I 
had fallen, is not to be expreffed, nor, indeed, could it be con- 
vealed: the effect which it produced in my afpect and behaviour, 
afforded the wretch who attempted to feduce me, no profpect of 
fuccefs ; and as fhe defpaired of exciting me by the love of plea- 
fure to voluntary guilt, fhe determined to effec her purpofe by 
{urprize, and drive me into her toils by defperation. 


Ir was not lefs my misfortune than reproach, that I did not 
immediately quit a place, in which I knew myfelf devoted to de- 
ftruction. This, indeed, Mrs. WeLtwoop was very affiduous to 
prevent : the morning after I had difcovered her purpofe, the talk 
about my bufinefs was renewed; and as foon as we had break- 
fafted, fhe took me out with her in a hackney coach, under pre- 
tence of procuring me a lodging ; but fhe had ftill fome plaufible 
objeGtion againft all that we faw. ‘Thus fhe contrived to bufy 
my mind, and keep me with her the greateft part of the day ; at 
three we returned to dinner, and paffed the afternoon without 
company. I drank tea with the family as ufual; and in the even- 
ing, being uncommonly drowfy, I went to bed near two houre 
fooner than ufual, 
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—— Quis tala fando 
Temperet a lacriimis. VIRG. 






i 8 Ses O the tranfactions of this:night I was not con- 


“EN- f{cious; but what they had been, the circum- 
4 ftances of the morning left me no room todoubt. 
I difcovered with aftonifhment indignation and 
defpair, which for a time fufpended all my fa- 
AR a culties, that .I had fuffered irreparable injury in 
ESS SRO a ftate of infenfibility; not fo much to gratify 

the wretch by whom I had been abufed, as 
‘that I might with lefs {cruple admit another, and by reflecting 
that it was impoffible to recover what I had loft, become carelefs 
of all that remained. Many artifices were ufed to foothe me; and 
when thefe were found to be ineftectual, attempts were made to 
intimidate me with menaces. I know not exactly what paffed in 
“the firft fury of my diftraction, but at length it quite exhaufted me. 
‘In the evening, being calm through mere languor and debility, 
and no precaution, having been taken to detain mé becaufe J was 
not thought able to efcape, I found means to fteal down ftairs and 
get into the ftreet without being miffed. Wretched as I was, I 
felt fome emotions of joy when I firft found mytfelf at liberty ; 
though it was no better than the liberty of an exile in a defart, where, 
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having efcaped from the dungeon and the wheel, he muft.yet 
without a miracle be deftroyed by favages or hunger. It was not 
=fore I re efeéted, that I knew no houfe that would 
hat I had no money in my pocket: I had not, 
ft aoe 2 to g0 back. 1 -fometimes thought 


y old miftrefs, the mantua maker but the mo- 





nticipate the malicious inference fhe would draw 
" } Ae . as av BRR SN & 8 Bs i. = } = 
from my abfence and appearance, and her yay in the mourn- 
full neceffity that urged me to return, I determined rather to fuffer 
any other evil that eal befall me. 
ee on Meg hy) RO ek ee 
"luus dettitute and forlorn, feeble and nish ed, CoO ntinued 
z 1 } 3 aad fs Pe . 
to creep along till the {hops were all fhut, and the deferted ftreets 
sone ilehte ne bate h sal J ft | b 
became filent. The bufy crowds which had.almoit Karke me be- 


fore them, were now diffipated; and every one was retired home, 
except a few wretched outcafts like m :yfelf, who were either hud- 
dled together in a corner, or {troll in ig a about not mre whither 
they went. It is not eafy to conceive the anguifl with which 
I refleGted upon my condition ; and, perhaps, it ase {earcely 
have been thoug wht poflible, tha a a perfon who was not a fugitive 
from juftice, nor-an enemy to labour, could be thus deftitute even 
of thé little that is effential to life, and in danger of peri ing for 
want in the mi ve of a populous city, ti soatatis with accomoda- 
tions for every rank, from the peer to the begger. Such, however, 
was my lot. Cibann myfelf compelled by neceffity to pafs the night 
in the ftreet, without hope of paffing t the next in any other place, 
or, indeed, of procunte food to fupport me till itarrived. I had 
now fafted the whole day; my languor increafed every moment ; 
I was weary and fainting; my face was covered with a cold {weat, 
legs trembled under me: but I did not dare to fit down, 
lk twice along the fame ftreet, left 1 fhould have been 
feize dd by the watch, or infulted by fome voluntary vagabond in 
the rage or wantonnefs of drunk ennefs or luftt. I knew Bott indeed, 
well how to ee my wa Ik; but imagined that,- upon the whole, 
T fhould be more fafe in the city, than a mong the brothels in the 


rhich being lefs f requented are lefs care- 


; 
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fully watched ch I f{carce ventured to confider the law as 
my friend, ’j nore afraid of thofe who fhould a attempt to 
break the peace, than thofe who were appointed to Keep it. I 


i 5 } 
went forwarc fore, as well as 1 was able, and pafied through 
faint Paul’s church yard as the clock ftruck one: but fuch was 
my 1 misfortune, that the calamity which I dreaded overtook me 


/ 
in the very place to which I had fled to avoid it. Juft asI was 
croffing at the corner into Cheapfide, I was laid et i on by a man 


1 F L 4 4 ae 1 a ame | 4 . 
Yd Chane ic. OF know not wana he faid, but 1 ra to di fengage 


myfelf from him without making any reply: my ftruggles, faced. 
were 


h 9 = ire Baye | ry An eh aAtvTe natrrtee ean ~ 
not meanly dreffed, who would have hurried me down tow vards the 
| 4 
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were weak; and the man ‘till keeping his hold, and perhaps mif- 


taking the feebl enefs of my refiftance v8 fome inclination to con 
ply, proceeded to indecencies, for which I ftruck him with the { 
den force that was fupplied by rage at ig Scare but my whole 
ftrength was exhaufted in the in pa which the Menlte inftar tly 
turned, and repeated till I fell. Intting i is {till ready in the defence 
of life, however wretched; and though the moment before I had 
wifhed to die, yet in this diftrefs I fpontaneoufly cried out for help. 
My voice was “heard by a chitin > immediately ran to- 
wards ‘me, and finding me upon the e ground , lifted up his 

and examined me with an attention, ahien Reade me refle “a with 
sreat confufion upon the diforder of my drefs, which before had 
not once occurred to my thoughts: my hair hung loofely < 


ie 


ibout 
my fhoulders, my ftays were but hal alf laced, and the reft of my 
cloaths were carelefly thrown on in the tum ult and diftraGtion of 
nind, which prevented my attending to trivial circumf{tances when 
I made my efcape from WELLWoop’s. My general app AP RCE, 
and the ecnadioies in which I was found, convinced the watchman 
that I was a ftrolling proftitute ; and finding that I was not able 
to rife without affiftance, he alfo concluded that I was drunk; he, 
therefore, fet down his lantern, and calling his comrade to 
affift him, they lifted me up. As my voice was faltering, my 
looks wild, and my whole frie {o feeble that I tottered as I cine 
the man was confirmed in his firft OPIRION 5 and feeing n 1y face 
bloody, and my eyes fwelled, he told me witha {neer, that t to > fe- 
cure me from farther ill treatment, he would provide a lod 
for me till the morning ; and accordingly they dragged me ive 
tween them to the Compter, without any regard to my entreaties 
or diftre(s. 


I passeD the night in agonies, upon which even now I fhudder 
o look back; and in the morning f was carried before a magiftrate. 
The watchman gave an account of his having found me very 
drunk, crying out mur ‘der, and breeding a riot in the ftreet a 
one o'clock in the morning: ‘“* I was fearcely yet fober,” he faid, 
“<'as his wor at might “fee, and had been pretty handfome ly 
- beaten; but he fu ppofed it was for an unfuccefsful attempt to 
‘ pick a pocket, at which I muft have been very dexterous in- 


‘© deed, to have fucceeded in that condition.” 


Tus account, however injurious, was peeatly confirmed by my 
appearance: I was renee covered with kennel dirt, my face was 
difcoloured, aah eech was inarticulate, and I was fo opprefied 
with faintnefs adhe oh Gs that I could not ftand without a fupport. 
The magi ‘ftrate, hoy wever, ist) Hes, kindnefs, called upon me to 
make my defence, which I at empted by relating tl 


1 


the {tory was told with fo much hefitation, and ia in itfelf 
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and improbable, fo like the inartificial tales that are haftily formed 
as an apology for detected guilt, that it could not be believed ; 
and I was told, that except I could fupport my character by fome 
credible witnefs, I fhould be committed to Bridewell. 

I was thunderftruck at this menace; and had formed ideas fo 
dreadful -of the place to which I was to be fent, that my dungeon 
at the mantua-maker’s, became a palace in the comparifon ; and 
to return thither, with whatever difadvantages, was. now the. ut- 
mott object of my hope. J, therefore, defired that my miftrefs 
might be fent for, and flattered myfelf that the would at leat 
take me out of a houfe of correction, if it were only for the 
pleafure of tormenting me herfelf. 





4 


in about two hours the mefienger returned, and with him: my 
tyrant, who eyed me with fuch malicious pleafure that my hopes 
failed me the moment I faw her, and I almoft. repented that fhe 
was come. She was, I believe, glad of an opportunity effectually 
to prevent my obtaining any part of her bufinefs, which: the had 
fome reafon to fear; and, therefore, told the juftice who examined 
her, that “ the had taken me a begger from the parith four years 
““ ago, and taught me her trade; but that I had been always 
* fullen, mifchievous, and-idle; that it was more than a month 
“* fince I had clandeftinely left her fervice, in decent and. modett 
apparel fitting my condition; and that the would leave his 
‘ worfhip to judge, whether I-came honeftly by the taudry rags 
‘ which I had on my back.” This account, however corre{pon- 
dent with my own, ferved only to confirm thofe fags which. con- 
demned me : it appeared inconteftibly, that I had deferted my fer- 
vice, and been debauched in a brothel, where'I had: been furnithed 
with cloaths and continued more than a-month, That I had 
been ignorant of -my {fituation, proftituted without my-confent, 
and at laft had efcaped to avoid farther injury, appeared to be 
fictitious circumftances, invented to palliate my offence: the perfon 
whom I had accufed lived in another county; and it was: necef- 
fary for the prefent, to bring the matter to a-thort iffue : my 
miftrefs, therefore, was afked, whether «the would receive. me 
again, upon my promife of good behaviour ; and upon her pe- 
remptory refufal, my mittimus was-made out, andl was committed 
to hard labour. The clerk, however, -was. ordered to take.a- me- 
morandum of my charge againft WeELLwoon, andl was.told that 
enquiry-fhould be made about her. 


€¢ 
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d been. confined about a week, a note was brought 
me without date 


© orname, in which I was told, “ that my malice 
‘* againft thofe who would have been my benefactors was difap- 
‘“ pointed ; that if I would return to them my difcharge fhould be 
‘procured, and I fhould till be kindly received; but that if J 
** perfifted 
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‘s perfifted in my ingratitude, it fhould not be unrevenged.” 
From this note I conjectured that WELLWoop had found means 
to ftop an enquiry into her condu@t, which fhe had difcovered to 
have been be gun upon my information, and had thus learnt where 
I was to be eee : I therefore Poanied no an{wer, but that I was 
contented with my fituation, and prepared to fuffer whatever Pro- 
VIDENCE fhould appoint. 


DurinG my confinement, I was not treated with great feverity ; 
and at the next court, as no particular crime was alleged againft 
m at : was Grater Aah to be difcharged. As my Ey er was now 


nor any issnele to which I could apply, I had no prof sak ik 
again to wander about the ftreets, without lodging and with- 
out food. I, therefore, intreated, that the officers of the parifh to 
which I belonged, might be ordeced to receive me into the work- 
houfe, till they Nes get me a fervice, or ee me fome employ- 
ment by which my labour would procure me a fubfiftence. This 
requeft, fo reafonable and fo uncommon, was much commended, 
and immediately granted; but as I was going out at the gate with 
my pais in my hand, I was met € a bailiff with an emiffary of 
WELLWooD’ S, and mardi fora debt of twe nty pounds. As it 
was No more in my. power to procure bail, than to pay the money, 
I was immediately dragged to Newgate. It was foon known that 
T had not a farthing in my pocket, and that no money either for 
fees or accommodations could be expected ; I was, therefore, 
turned over to a place called the common fide, among the moft 
wretched and the moft profligate of human beings. In Bridewell, 
indeed, my affociates were wicked ; but they were over-awed by 
the prefence of their t tafkmatter, and reftrained from licentioufnefs 
uy perpetual labour: but my ears were now violated every mo- 
ment by .oaths execrations. and pecs lg ; the-converfation of 
Mother WELL so Genes her inmates and her guefts, was chafte and 
holy to that of the inhabitants of this place ;.and in comparifon 
with their life, he to which J had been follicited was imnocent. 
Thus 1 began infenfibly to think of mere. incoutimence without 
; eal indeed, became lefs fenfible of more it A 
enormiti a in proportion as they became familiar.. My wretched 
nefs, however, was not. alleviated, though my virtue became lefs. 
I was without friends and without money ; and the > gai ohe 
ce ent in a ac pita dungeon, was aggravated by hung 
arty and col d and na ‘leap In this hour of sie I was again 
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fuccefs. ad let not thofe, before whom. the ith of virtue ha 
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mt we wed with flowers, nit every thorn removed by profperity, 
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too feverely cenfure me, to whom it was a barren and a rugged 
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road in which I had long toiled with labour and anguifh, if at! 
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when I was benighted ina ftorm, I turned at the firtt light, and 
hafted to the neareft fhelter: let me not be too feverely cenfured, 
if I now accepted liberty and eafe and plenty, upon the only terms 
on which they could be obtained. I confented, with whatever re- 
Juctance and compunétion, to-return, and compleat my ruin inthe 
place where it was begun. The action of debt was immediately 
withdrawn, my ‘fees were paid, and I was.once more removed to 
my lodging near Covent Garden. In a thort time I recovered m 
health and beauty; I was again dreffed and adorned at the ex- 
pence of my tyrant, whofe power increafed in proportion to my 
debt: the terms of proftitution were prefcribed me; and out of 
the money which was the price, not only of my body but my foul, 
I {carce received more than I could have earned by weeding in a 
field. ‘The will of my creditor was my law, from which I knéw 
not how toappeal. My flavery was moft deplorable, and my em- 
ployment moft. odious: for the principles of virtue and religion, 
which had been implanted in my youth, however they had been 
choaked by weeds, could never be plucked up by the root; nor 
did I ever admit a difhonourable vifit, but my heart funk, my lips 
quivered, and my knees {mote each other. 


From this dreadful fituation I am at length delivered *. But 
; 1 


tion to ill was natural, my recovery almoft miraculous. My firft 
{tep to vice, was the defertion of my fervice ; and of this, all my 
guilt and mifery were the confequence. Let none, therefore, quit 
the poft that is affigned them by PROVIDENCE, or venture out of 
the {trait way; the bye path,. though it may invite them by its 
verdure, will inevitably lead them toa precipice ; nor can it, with- 
out folly and prefumption, be pronounced of any, that their firft 
deviation from retitude will produce lefs evil than mine. 


Sucu, Mr. ApvenTurRER, is the {tory of my child, and fuch 
are her refle€tions upon it: to which I can only add,. that he who 
abandons his offspring, or corrupts them by his example, perpe- 
trates greater evil than a murderer, in proportion as immortality 
is of more value than life. 


1am," ST 
Your Humble Servant, 
AGAMUS. 


* See Numper LXXXVI. 
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ar rene ncenneneramee: 
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Ts O teséa. Pri. 


S man is a being very fparingly furnifhed with 
the power of prefcience, he can provide for th 

future only by confidering the paft ; and as futu- 
rity is all in which he has any real intereft, he 
ought very diligently to ufe the only means by 





which he can be enabled to enjoy it, and fre- 
quently to revolve the experiments which he has hitherto made 
upon life, that he may gain wifdom from his miftakes and caution 
from his mifcarriages, 

THoucH I do not fo exactly conform to the precepts of Pyrua- 
GORAS, as to practife every night this folemn recollection, yet I 
am not fo loft in diffipation as wholly to omit it; nor can I forbear 
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fometimes to enquire of myfelf, in what ie ne my life 
has pales away. Much of my time has funk into nothing, and left 
no trace by which it can be diftinguithed, and of this 13 now only 
know, that it was once in my power and might once have been 
improved. 


Or other parts of life memory can give fome account: at fome 
hours I have been gay, and at others ferious; 1] have fometimes 
arabes in converfation, and fometimes meditated in folitude; one 
day has been fpent in confulting the antient fages, and another in 
writing ADVENTURERS. 


Ar the conclufion of any undertaking, it is ufual to compute 
the lofs and profit.y As I fhall foon ceafe to write ADVENTURERS, 
I could not forbear lately to confider what has been the confe- 
quence of my labours; and whether I am to reckon the hours laid 
out.in thefe compofitions, .as-applied to a good and laudable pur- 


cr. 


pofe, or fuffered to fume away in ufelefs evaporations, 


Tuat I have intended well, I have the atteftation of my own 
heart; but good-intentions may be fruftrated,; when they are exe- 
cuted without fuitable fkill, or directed to an end unattainable 


itfelf. 


SoME there are, who leave writers very little room for felf-con- 
eratulation; fome who affirm, that books have no influence upon, 
the public, that no age was ever made better by its authors) ‘and 
that to call upon mankind to correct their manners, is, like XERxEs, 

to fcourge the wind or fhackle the torrent. 


THIS opinion they pretend to fupport’ by unfailing experience, 
The world is full of fraud and corruption, rapine and malignity; 
intereft is the ruling motive of mankind, ‘and every one is endea-. 
vouring to increafe his own ftores of happinefs by perpetual accu- 
mulation, without reflecting upon the numbers whom. his {uper- 
fluity condemns to want: in this ftate of things a book of morality 
is publifhed, in which charity and benevolence -are trongly en- 

forced ; 
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forced’; and itis proved beyond oppofition, that men are happy 
. ° 4 ° ie 

in| proportion as they are virtuous, an id rich as they are liberal. 
The book is applauded, and the author is preferred ; he imagines 


his applaufe deferved; and receives. lefs pleafure from the acquifi- 


i 


tion of reward, than the con{cioufnefs of Mme erit. Let us look again 


upon mankind: intereft is fill the ruling motive, 


© 


A 


a 

is yet full of fraud and corruption, malevolence and cgiailg 9 
Tur difficulty of confuting this affertion, arifes merely from 
its generality and comprehenfion: to overthrow it by a detail of 
diftin® facts, requires a wider furvey of the world than human 
eyes can take ; the progrefs of reformation is gradual and filent, as 
the extenfion of evening fhadows; we know that they were fhort 
at noon, and are long at fun-fet, but our fenfes were not able to 
difcern their increafe; we know of every civil nation that it was 
once favage, and how was it reclaimed but by precept and .ad- 


monition ? 


MANKIND are univerfally corrupt, but corrupt in different de- 
grees; as they are univerfally ignorant, yet with greater or lefs ir- 
radiations of sada How has knowledge or virtue been in- 
creafed and preferved in one place beyond another, but by diligent 
inculcation and rational inforcement. 


Booxs of morality are daily written, yet its. influence is ftill 
‘little in the world; fo the ground is annually ploughed, and yet 
multitudes are in want of bread. But, furely, neither the labours 
of the moralift nor of the hufbandman are vain: let them-for a 
while neglect their tafks, and their ufefulnefs will be known; the 
wickednefs that is now frequent would become univerfal, the bread 
that is now f{carce would wholly fail. 

Tue power, indeed, of every individual is fmall, and the con- 
fequence of his endeavours imperceptible in a general profpect of 
the world. .PRovipENcE has given no man ability to do much, 
that fomething might be left for every man to do. The bufinefs 
of life-is carried on by a general co-operation ; in which the part 
of 
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of any fingle man can be no more diftinguifhed, than the effe@ of 
a particular drop when the meadows are floated by a fummer 
fhower: yet every drop increafes the inundation, and every hand 
adds to the happinefs or mifery of mankind, 


THAT a writer, however zealous or eloquent, feldom works a 
vifible effect upon cities or nations, will readily be granted. The 
book which is read moft, is read by few, compared with thofe 
that read it not; and of thofe few, the greater part perufe it with 
difpofitions that very little favour their own improvement. 


Ir is difficult to enumerate the feveral motives, which procure 
to books the honour of perufal : {pite, vanity, and curiofity, hope 
and fear, love and hatred, every paflion which incites to any other 
action, ferves at one time or other to ftimulate a reader. 

SOME are fond to take a celebrated volume into their hands, 
becaufe they hope to diftinguith their penetration, by finding faults 
which have efcaped the public; others eagerly buy it in the firft 
bloom of reputation, that they may join the chorus of praife, and 
not lag, as FarsTarr terms it, in “ the rearward of the fafhion.” 


SomE read for ftile, and fome for argument: one has little 
care about the fentiment, he obferves only how it is exprefied ; 
another regards not the conclufion, but is diligent to mark how 
it is inferred: they read for other purpofes, than the attainment 
of practical knowledge ; and are no more likely to grow wife by 
an examination of a treatife of mora] prudence, than an archite@ 


to inflame his devotion by confidering attentively the proportions 
of a temple. 


Some read that they may embellith their converfation, or fhine 
in difpute ; fome that they may not be detected in ignorance, or 
want the reputation of literary accomplifhments: but the moft ge- 
neral and prevalent reafon of ftudy, is the impoffibility of finding 
another amufement equally cheap or conftant, equally independent 
on the hour or the weather. He that wants money to follow the 


chace 
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chace of pleafure through her yearly circuit, and is left at home 
when the gay world rolls to Bath or Tunbridge ; he whofe gou 
compells him to hear from his chamber, the rattle of chariots 
tranfporting happier beings to plays and affemblies, will be force 
to feck in books a refuge from himéelf. 


: Tur author is not wholly ufelefs, who provides inngce 
amufements for minds like thefe. There are in the prefent as 
of things fo many more inftigations to evil, than incitements to 
good, that he who keeps men in a neutral ftate, may bé juftly 
confidered as a penemcion to life. 


But, perhaps, it feldom happens, that ftudy terminates in 
mere paftime. Books have always a fecret influence on the under- 
ftanding ; 
books of fcience, though without any fixed defire of improve- 


we cannot at pleafure obliterate ideas; he that reads 


ment, will grow more knowing; he that entertains himfelf with 
moral or religious treatifes, will imperceptibly advance in good- 
nefs; the ideas which are often offered to the mind, will at laft 
find alucky moment when it is-difpofed to receive them. 


Ir is, therefore, urged without reafon, as a difcouragement to 
writers, that there are already books fufficient in the world ; that 
all the topics of perfuafion have been difcuffed, and every impor- 
tant queftion clearly {tated and juftly decided ; and that, ae 
there is no room to hope, that pigmies fhould conquer where 
heroes have been defeated, or that the petty copiers of the pre- 
fent time fhould advance the great work of reformation, which 
their predeceflors were forced to leave unfinifhed. 


Wuatever be the prefent extent of human knowledge, it. is 
not only finite, and therefore in its own nature capable of increafe ; 
but fo narrow, that almoft every underftanding may by a diligent 
application of its powers hope to enlarge it. It is, however, not 
neceflary, that a man fhould forbear to write, till he has difco- 


vered fome truth unknown before ; he may be fufficiently ufeful, 
by 


be - 
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y only diverfifying the furface of knowledge, and luring the mind 
by a new appearance to a fecond view of thofe eating which it 


=) “4 oO 


iad pafied over inattentively before. Every writer may find in- 
tellects correfpondent to his own, to whom his expreflions are fa: 
miliar, and his thoughts congenial; and, perhaps, truth is ofte 

more fuccefsfully propagated by men of moderate abilities, who, 
adopting the opinions of others, have no care but to explain 





them cleatly, than by fubtile fpeculatifts and curious fearchers, 
who exact from their readers powers equal to their own, and if 
their fabrics of fcience be {trong take no care to render them 


acceffible. 


For my part, I do not regret the hours which I have laid out 
on thefe little compofitions. That the world has grown appa- 
rently. better, fince the publication of the ApvenrureR, I have 
not obferved ; but am willing to think, that many have been af= 
fected by fingle fentiments, of which it is their bufinefs to renew 
the impreffion ; that many have caught hints of truth, which it is 
now their duty to perfue ; and that thofe who have received no 
improvement, have wanted not opportunity but intention to im- 
prove. 
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SATURDAY, March 2, 1754. 





Quid pure tranquillet? bonos, an dulce lucellum, 
An fecretum iter et fallentis femita vita? Hor. 


2 AVING confidered the importance of authors 
2 to the welfare of the public, Iam led by a na- 
tural train of thought, to reflect on their condi- 


tion with regard to themfelves; and to enquire, 





? what degree of happinefs or vexation is annexed 
to the difficult and laborious employment, of providing inftruction 


or entertainment for mankind. 


In eftimating the pain or pleafure of any particular ftate, every 
man, indeed, draws his decifions from his own breaft, and 
cannot with certainty determine, whether other minds are affected 


by the fame. caufes: in the fame manner. Yet by this criterion we 
VOL. IL. LGZ mutt 














44 THE ADVENTURER. § Noosa’. 


muft be content to judge, becaufe no other can be obtained; and, 
indeed, we have no reafon to think it very fallacious, for excepting 
here and there an anomalous mind, which either does not feel 
like others, or diffembles its fenfibility, we find men unanimoutly 
concur in attributing happinefs or mifery to particular conditions, 
,as they agree in acknowledging the cold of winter and the heat of 


autumn. 


Ir we apply to authors themfelves for an account of their ftate, 
it will appear very little to deferve envy ; for they have in all ages 


been addicted to complaint. The negleé of learning, the ingra- 


titude of the prefent age, and the abfurd preference by which ig- 


norance and dulnefs often obtain favour and rewards, have been 


from age to age topics of invective; and few have left their names 
to potterity, without fome appeal to future candour from. the 
perverfenefs and malice of their own times. 

I Have, neverthelefs, been often inclined to doubt, whether the 
authors, however querulous, are in reality more miferable than 
their fellow mortals. The prefent life is to all a ftate of infelicity ; 
every man, like an author, believes himfelf to merit more than he 
obtains, and folaces the prefent with the profpe& of the future: 
others, indeed, fuffer thofe difappointments in filence, of which 


the writer complains, to thew how well he has. learned the art of 
lamentation. 


THERE Is at leaft one gleam of felicity, of which few writers have 
miffed the enjoyment: he whofe hopes have fo far overpowered 
his fears, as that he has refolved to {tand forth a candidate for fame, 
feldom fails to amufe himfelf, before his appearance, with pleafing 
fcenes of affluence or honour; whilé his fortune is yet under the 
regulation of fancy, he eafily models it to his with, fuffers no 


thoughts 
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thoughts of critics or rivals to intrude upon his mind, but counts 


over the bounties of patronage or liftens to the voice of praife. 


Some there are, that talk very luxurioufly of the fecond period 
ofan, author’s happinefs, and tell of the tumultuous raptures of 
invention, when the:mind riots in imagery, and the choice flands 


fufpended between different fentiments. 


Tuese pleafures, I believe, may fometimes be indulged to thofe, 
who come to a fubject of difquifition with minds full of ideas, 
and with fancies fo vigorous, as eafily to excite, fele@t, and arrange 
them. To write, is, indeed, no unpleafing employment, when 
one fentiment readily produces another, and both ideas and ex- 
preffions prefent themfelves at the firft fummons: but fuch hap- 
pinefs, the greateft genius does not always obtain; and common 
writers know it only to fuch a degree, as to credit its poffibility, 
Compofition is, for the moft part, an effort of flow diligence and 
fteady perfeverance, to which the mind is dragged by neceffity or 
refolution, and from which the attention is every moment ftarting 


to more delightful amufements. 


ir frequently happens, that a defign which, when confidered 
at a diftance, gave flattering hopes of facility, mocks us in the 
execution with unexpected difficulties; the mind which, while it 
confidered it in the grofs, imagined itfelf amply furnifhed with 
materials, finds fometimes an unexpected barrennefs and vacuity, 
and wonders whither all thofe ideas are vanifhed, which a little 


before feemed ftruggling for emiffion. 


SOMETIMES many thoughts prefent themfelves ; but fo con- 
fufed and unconnected, that they are not without difficulty re- 
duced to method, or concatenated in a regular and dependent 


feries ; 
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feries : the ‘mind falls at ‘once’ into a labyrinth, .of ‘which 
neither the, beginning nor-end can be difcovered, and toils and 


ftrugeles without progrefs or extrication. 


Ir is afferted by Horacr, ‘that “ if matter be once got together, 
‘“‘ words will be found with very little difficulty ;” a pofition 
which, though fuffaciently plaufible to be inferted in poetical pre- 
cepts, is by no means ftrictly and philofophically true. If words 
were naturally and neceflarily confequential to fentiments, it would 
always follow, that he who has moft knowledge muft have moft 
eloquence, and that every man would clearly exprefs what he 
fully underftood: yet we find, that to think, and to difcourfe, are 
often the qualities of different perfons ; and many books might 
furely be produced, where juft and noble fentiments are degraded 


and ob{cured by unfuitable diction. 


Worps, therefore, as well, as things, claim the care of an 
author. Indeed, of many authors, and thofe not ufelefs or con- 
temptible, words are almoft the only care: many make it their 
{tudy, not fo much to ftrike out new fentiments, as to recommend 
thofe which are already known to more favourable notice by 
fairer decorations ; but every man, whether he copies or invents, 
whether he delivers his own thoughts or thofe of another, has often 
found himfelf deficient in the power of expreffion, big with ideas 
which he could not utter, obliged to ranfack his memory for terms 
adequate to his conceptions, and at laft unable to imprefs upon 


his reader the image exifting in his own mind. 


Ir is one.of the common diftrefles of a writer, to be within a 
word of a happy period, to want only a fingle epithet to give am- 
plification: its full force, to require only a correfpondent term in 
order to finifh a paragraph with elegance and make one of its 


members 
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members anfwer to the other: but thefe deficiencies cannot al- 








ways be fupplied; and after long ftudy and vexation, the paffage 


is turned anew, and the web unwoven that was fo nearly finithed. 


But when thoughts and words are collected and adjufted, and 
“the whole compofition at laft concluded, it feldom gratifies the 
author, when he comes coolly and deliberately to review it, with 
the hopes which had been excited in the fury of the performance : 
novelty always captivates the mind; as our thoughts rife frefh 
upon us, we readily believe them juft and original, which, when 
the pleafure of production is over, we find to be mean and 
common, or borrowed fromthe works of others, and fupplied by 


memory rather than invention. 














BuT though it fhould happen, that the writer finds no 





fuch faults in his performance, he is ftill to remember, that he 


























looks upon it with partial eyes; and when he confiders, how 





much men who could judge of others with great exacinefs, have 
often failed in judging of themfelves, he will be afraid of de- 
ciding too haftily in his own-favour, or of allowing himfelf to 
contemplate with too much complacence, treafure that has not 
yet been brought to the teft, nor pafled the only trial that can 


ftamp its value. 


From the public, and only from the public, is he to await 
a confirmation of his claim, and a final juftification of felf 
efteem ; but the public is not eafily perfuaded to favour an author. 
If mankind were left to judge for themfelves, it is reafonable to 


imagine, that of fuch writings, at leaft, as defcribe the movements 








of the human paffions, and of which every man carries the arche- 
type within him, a juft opinion would be formed; but whoever 
has remarked the fate of books, muft have found it governed by 

other 
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Ipfe viam tantum potuz docuiffe repertam 


Aonas ad montes, longéque oftendere Mufas, 





Plaudentes celfe choreas in vertice rupis. VIDA. 
eu erehn Dec% E that undertakes to fuperintend the morals and 
Peto #<8 the tafte of the public, fhould attentively confi- 
@USZSA! Lf 
: S| % (® der, what are the peculiar irregularities and de- 
é ( eae fects that characterize the times: for though 
AS d &% 


been vicious and foolifh in the fame degree; yet their vices and 
follies are known to have been, not only different, but oppofite 
in-their kind. The difeafe of the time, has been fometimes a 
fever, and fometimes a lethargy; and he, therefore, who fhould 
always prefcribe the fame remedy, would be juftly {corned as a 
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ack, the difpenfer of a noftrum, which, however efficacious, 
mutt, if indifcriminately applied, produce as much evil .as good. 
here was.a time, when every man, who was. ambitious of reli- 
gion or virtue, enlifted himfelf in a crufade, er buried -himfelf.in 
a hermitage: and he, who fhould then have declaimed ag ainft 
lukewarmne(fs and fcepticifm, .would have acted juft as abfurdly as 
he, who fhould warn the prefent age againft prieftcraft and fuper- 
{ition, or fet limfelf gravely to prove the lawfulnefs of pleafure, 
to lure the hermit from his cell, and deliver the penitent from 


fuicide. 


BuT as vicious manners have not differed more than vicious 
tafte, there was a time when every literary character was. dif- 
graced by an impertinent oftentation. of {kill in abftrufe {cience, 
and an_ habitual familiarity with books written -in -the dead 
languages; every man, therefore, was a pedant, in ‘proportion 
as he defired to be thought a fcholar. ‘The preacher, and the 
pleader, ftrung together .claflical quotations with the fame la- 
bour affectation and infignificance; truths however obvious,, and 
opinions however indifputable, were illuftrated and confirmed 
by the teftimonies of Tuntty or Horace; and Seneca and 
Epictetus were folemnly cited, to evince the.certainty of death 
or the ficklenefs of fortune. The difcourfes of TAYLOR are 
crowded with extra€ts from the writers of the porch and the aca- 
demy ; and it is {carcely poffible to forbear {miling at.a marginal 
note of Lord Coke, in which he gravely acquaints his:reader with 
an excellence that he might otherwife have overlooked ; ‘ this,”* 
fays he, “ is.the thirty third time that Vireiz hath been quoted 


“an 
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“© in this work.” The mixture, however, ‘is fo prepofterous, that 
‘to thofe who-can read Coke with pleafure, thefe paffages will ap- 
‘pear like a dancer who fhould intrude onthe folemnity of a 
fenate ; and to thofe who have a tafte only for polite literature, like 


‘a fountaity or a palm tree in the defarts of Arabia, 


Ir appears by the eflays of Monracne and La MorTre Le 
‘VayveEr, that’this affectation'extended to France; but the abfurdity 
‘was too grofs to remain long after the revival of literature. It was 
ridiculed here fo early as the ‘ Silent woman” of Brn Jonson; 
and afterwards more ftrongly and profeffedly in the character of 


“Huprsras, who decorates his flimfey orations with gawdy patches 





of latin, and fcraps of tiffue from the fchoolmen. The fame tafk 


‘was alfo undertaken in France by BAuzac, in a fatire called 


dal OCs. 


“Wir is more rarély difappointed of its purpofe than wifdom; 
and it is no wonder that this fpecies of pedantry, in itfelf fo ri- 
diculous and defpicable, was foon brought into contempt by thofe 
powers, ‘againft which truth and rectitude have not always main- 
tained their dignity. The features of learning began infenfibly to 
lofe their aufterity, and her air became engaging and eafy: phi- 


lofophy was now decorated by the graces. 








Tus abfirufe truths of aftronomy were explained by FonTE- 
NELLE to a lady by moonlight ; juftnefs and propriety of thought 
and fentiment, were difcuffed by Bounours, amid the delicacies 
efa garden; and AtGaRoTTr introduced the Newtonian theory 

of 
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of light and colours :to. the toilet. .Appisow remarks, :that7So- 
CRATES was faid to have brought.philofophy down from heaven 
to inhabit among men; ‘‘ And J,” fays he, ‘* thall be ambitious 
‘© to. have it faid of me, that I have brought philofophy . out. of 
‘* clofets and libraries, {chools and colleges, to dwell in clubs 


‘© and affemblies, at tea-tables and in .coffee-houfes.” 


Bur. this purpofe has in. fome meafure been defeated by. its 
fuccefs:; and we have been driven from one extream with fuch 
precipitation, that we have not {topped in the medium, but gone 
i 


on to the other. 


LEARNING has been divefted of the peculiarities of a college 
drefs, that fhe might mix in polite affemblies, and be admitted 
to domeftic familiarity ; but by this means fhe has been con- 
founded with ignorance and levity. ‘Thofe who before could 
diftinguifh her only by the fingularity of her garb, cannot now 


"n° 
la + 
ialit 


inguith her at all: and whenever the afferts the dignity of her 
eo fhe has reafon to fear that ridicule, which is infe- 
parably -connected> with the remembrance of her drefs ; dine 36. 
therefore, in danger of being driven back to the college, where, 
fuch is her transformation, fhe may at laft be refufed admittance : 
for inftead of learning’s having elevated converfation, converfation 
has degraded learning; and the barbarous and inaccurate manner 
in which an extemporary fpeaker expreffes a hafty conception; is 
now contended to be the rule by which an author thould write, 
It feems, therefore, that to correct the tafte of the prefent genera- 


1 


tion, literary fubjects fhould be again introduced among the polite 


and 
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and gay, without labouring too much to difguife them like com- 
mon prattle ; and that converfation fhould be weeded of folly and 
impertinence, of common place rhetoric, gingling phrafes, and 
trite repartee, which are ecchoed frem one vifitor to another with- 
out the labour of thought, and have been fuffered by better un- 
derftandings in the dread of an imputation of pedantry. I am of 
opinion, that with this view Swirr wrote his “ Polite Converfa- 
tion;” and where he has plucked up a weed, the writers who 
fucceed him fhould endeavour to plant a flower. With this view, 
Criticism has in this paper been intermixed with fubjects, of 
greater importance ; and it is hoped that our fafhionable conver- 
fation will no longer be the difgrace of rational beings ; and that 
men of genius and literature will not give the fanction of their 
example to popular folly, and fuffer their evenings to pafs in hear- 
ing or in telling the exploits of a pointer, difcufling a method to 
prevent wines from being pricked, or folving a difficult cafe in 


backgammon. 


I wourp not, however, be thought follicitous to confine the 
converfation even of {cholars to literary fubje€ts, but only to pre- 
vent fuch fubjeéts from being totally excluded. And it may be 
remarked, that the prefent infignificance of converfation has a 
very extenfive effet: excellence that is not underftood will never 
be rewarded, and without hope of reward few will labour to ex- 
cell; every writer will be tempted to negligence, in proportion as 
he defpifes the judgment of thofe who are to determine his merit; 
and as it is no man’s intereft to write that which the public is not 
adifpofed to read, the productions of the prefs will always be ac- 


commodated 
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China; and the tinfel of a BuRLETTA has more admirers than 
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Vises babar Vee acniek tors : , fsti.” ei 
tne goid ol SHAKESPEARE, though if now receives new {plendor 
wo 
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from the mint, and, like a medal, is illuftrious, not only for in- 
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trinfic worth but for beauty of exp: reffion. 


| DRS As 2 a | ae 1 atch? tea oe 
PERHAPS it may be thought, that if this be, indeed, the ftate 


of learning and tafte, an attempt to improve it by a private hand 
is romantic, and the hope of fuccefs chimerical: but to this I am 

+ {i Ws aye C : ra C Pat fi Tar h 1 {i } ‘ 
not 1ouicitous to give other aniwer, than that fucn an attempt 1s 
confiftent with the charaCterin which this paper is written; and 
that the ApvenTuRER can. affert, upon claffical authority, that 


fortune is difpofed to favour the brave. 
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to collect, and too .coftly to purchafe, even -by thofe who thould 
allow them to be-excellent in their kind. It was foon agreed, 


that four volumes, when they fhould be printed in a pocket fize, 


‘would circulate better than more, and that {cagce any of the ¢ pur- 
‘pofes of publication could be effected by lefs: the work, therefore, 


«was limited to four volumes, and.four.volumes.are now compleated. 


A MORAL writer, of whatever abilities, who labours to reclaim 
thofe to. whom «vice is become habitual, and who are become 
veterans in infidelity, muft furely labour to little purpofe. Vice 
is a gradual and eafy defcent, where it firft deviates from the level 
of aoe but the declivity at every pace becomes more {teep, 


and thofe who defcend, defcend every moment with greater rapi- 


dity. Asa moralift, therefore, I determined to mark the firft inz 


fy} 


fenfible gradation to ill; to caution againft thofe aéts which are not 


generally believed to incur guilt, but of which indubitable vice 


and hopelefs mifery are the natural and almoft necefflary .:con- 


As I was upon thefe principles to write for the Youne and 
the Cray, for th fo 7} are Pmt ~ 44 Lie ~~ | 4 a 
the Y, tor tno. wno are entering the path of life, I knew 


that it would be neceflary to .amufe the Imagination while J 


; aes ie ae le 

was approaching the heart ;.and that I could pot hope to fix the 
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attention, Dut by engaging the paffions. I have, therefore, fome- 


times led them into the regions of. fancy, and fometimes held 


Pape & ss 1 FS Ly & 7: 
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ip before them the mirrour of lif 3 4 nave concatenated events, 


ee ae: ee : 4 
‘ratner than deduced confequences by Jogical Reafoning ; .and 
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have 
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have exhibited {cenes of profperity and diftrefs, as more forcibly 


perfuafive than the Rhetoric of Declamation. 


In the ftory of Mexissa, I have endeavoured to reprefs ro- 
mantic hopes, -by which the reward of laborious induftry | is 
defpifed; and have founded affluence and honour upon an a& 
of generous integrity, to which few would have thought them- 

_ felves obliged. In the life of Opsrnous, I have fhewn the. danger 
| of the firft {peculative. defection, and endeavoured to demonftrate 
the .neceflary dependance of Virtue upon Renicion, Amu- 
Ratu’s firft advance to cruelty, was ftriking a dog. The wretch- 
ednefs of Hassan was produced merely by the want of pofitive 
virtue ; and that of Mirza by the folitarinefs of his devotion. 
The diftrefs of lady Freeman, arifes from a.common and al- 
lowed deviation from truth,; and in the two papers upon marriage, 
the importance of minute particulars is illuftrated and. difplayed. 
With .this clue,. the reader.will be able «to difcover.the fame de- 
fign in almoft every. paper.that.I have written, which may eafily 
be known from the. reft, by. having no .fignature at the. bottom. 
. Among thefe, however, N°. forty feven was the gift of a friend; fo 
“were the firft hints on-which I-wrote the flory.of Eucento, -and 


> ‘the letter: figned ‘Tim..Cocpig. 


‘I pip not, however, undertake*to execute this {¢heme alone; 
“not only -becaufe I wanted fufficient leifure, but becaufe fome 
.degree of famenefs is produced by the peculiarities of every 
. . 3 1. a int x ” [ 
“writer; and it was thought, that the conceptions and expreffion 


of 
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VV ITH tnis VICcW, the pieces tnat appeal In tne besinn n¢e of 
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1. en gd oA ate Bots at EES rateath wht 
the work figned A were procured; but this refource foon failing, 
Rl taxes 1 
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I was obliged to carry on the publicaticn alone, except fome cafual 


fupplies, till I obtained from the gentlemen who have diftin- 


Oa 


guifhed their pieces by the letters T and Z + fuch affiftance 
as I moft wifhed. Of their views and expectations, fome account 
has been already given in N*. one hundred and thirty feven and 

v°. one hundred and thirty nine. But there is one particular,in which 
the critical pieces concur in the general defign of this paper, which 
has not been mentioned : thofe who can judge of literary excellence, 
will eafily difcover the SacreD Writincs to have a divine origin 
by their manifeft fuperiority ; he, therefore, who difplays the beau- 
ties and defects of a claffic author, whether ancient or modern, 


puts into the hands of thofe to whom he communicates critical 


knowledge, a new teftimonial of the truth of CuRIsTIANITY. 


Brsipes the affiftance of thefe gentlemen, I have received fome 
voluntary contributions which would have done honour to any 
colleftion: the allegorical letter from NicutT, figned S$; the 
ftory of Fiprra, in three papers, figned Y; the letter figned 
Tim WitpGoose ; and N°. ninety marked with an &c. were 
fent by unknown hands, 

But 


+ The peices figned Z are by the Rev. Mr. Warton, whofe tranflation of 


Vircit’s Paftorals and Georgics would alone fufficiently diftinguifh him as a 
genius and a {cholar, 
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Bur whatever was the defign to which I dire€ted my part of 
this work, I will not pretend, that the view with which I under- 
took it was wholly difinterefted ; or that I would have engaged 
in a periodical paper, if I had not confidered, that though it would 
not require deep refearches and abftracted {peculation, yet it would 
admit much of that novelty which nature can now fupply, and afford 
me opportunity to excell, if I poffeffed the power; as the pencil 
of a mafter is as eafily diftinguifhed in ftill life, as in a Hercules 
or a Venus, a landfchape or a battle, I confefs, that to this 
work I was incited, not only by a defire to propagate virtue, 
but to gratify myfelf; nor has the private with, which was 
involved in the public, been difappointed. I have no caufe 
to complain, that the ADvENTURER has been injurioufly neg- 
lected ; or that I have been denied that praife, the hope of which 
animated my labour, and cheared my wearinefs: I have been 
pleafed, in proportion as I have been known in this Chere ; 
and as the fears in which I made the firft experiment are paft, 
I have fubfcribed this paper with my name. Buf the hour is 
hafting, in which, whatever praife or cenfure I have acquired by 
thefe compofitions, if they are remembered at all, will be remem- 
bered with equal indifference, and the tenour of them only will 
afford me comfort. Time, who is impatient to date my laft 
paper, will fhortly moulder the hand that is now writing it in the 
duft, and ftill the breaft that now throbs at the reflection: but 
let not this be read as fomething that relates only to another; for 


a few years only can divide the eye that is now reading from the 
hand 
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hand that has written. . This awful truth, however obvious, and 
however reiterated, is yet frequently forgotten ; for, furely, if we 


did. not lofe our remembrance, or at leaft our fenfibility, that 


view would always predominate in our lives, which alone can 


afford us comfort when we die. 


BROMLEY, in Kent, JOHN HAWKESWORTH. 
March 8, 1754. 
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